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DOT TODAY!
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Electricity-powered 
tractors are increasingly 
showing up on farms in 
the United States and 
Canada. Here are some 
reasons why this tech-
nology is the way of the 
future.

• They’re cleaner to 
operate. Unlike diesel, 
electric tractors don’t 

produce harmful CO2 
emissions or other air 
pollution. This makes 
them better for the envi-
ronment. Farmers also 
don’t have to worry 
about inhaling toxic 
fumes while working 
in enclosed spaces like 
dairy barns.

• They run more qui-
etly. Diesel tractors pro-
duce over 85 decibels of 
noise, which has been 
proven to cause perma-
nent hearing damage 
over time. Electric trac-
tor motors are extreme-
ly quiet and produce 
almost no noise. On top 
of safeguarding farmers’ 
hearing, electric tractors 

can make it easier for 
workers to communicate 
with each other, ulti-
mately creating a safer 
work environment.

• They’re cheaper to 
run. Electricity is a frac-
tion of the cost of diesel. 
Solar panels can also 
power electric tractors. 
Therefore, farmers don’t 
have to worry about the 
extreme price fluctua-
tions of fossil fuels.

• They’re more effi-
cient. Electric tractors 
are much more effi-
cient than diesel models 
because all the energy 
goes into work. In a die-
sel tractor, much of the 
energy is wasted as heat. 
Additionally, electric 
motors have massive 
torque at low speeds.

• They require less 
upkeep. Electric trac-

tor engines have fewer 
moving parts than die-
sel ones, requiring little 
maintenance. There’s 
no engine oil to replace, 
oil filters to change, 
or engine tune-ups to 
schedule. Even the bat-
teries are projected to 
last about 10 years, 
depending on operating 
cycles and depth of dis-
charge.

Although electric 
tractors weren’t an 
option for most farm-
ers until recently, many 
big brands are com-
ing out with afford-
able and practical elec-
tric tractors, including 
John Deere. Many of 
their models also allow 
autonomous operation, 
which increases effi-
ciency and precision.

Electric tractors: the future of farming technology?

2829 E. State Rd. 124 • Bluffton, Indiana 46714
260-824-2220

For All Your Petroleum Needs Call Us!

Premium Diesel Racing Gasoline Mineral Spirits
Non-Ethanol REC-90 Pure 1-K Kerosene

DEF       Packaged and Bulk Motor Oils and Lubes

www.natloil.com

Bluffton - Main Office 824-2220
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North America, LLC
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Growing cover crops is an agri-environmental 
practice that offers several benefits. Cover crops 
are sown during or after the growth of a primary 
crop, such as corn, wheat or soybeans. Species 
are varied and may include ryegrass, radishes, 
biofumigant mustard and alfalfa. They’re nei-
ther harvested nor destroyed in the fall. Instead, 
they’re left to freeze and decompose naturally.

Cover crops have positive effects on your cur-
rent crops, as well as those in subsequent years. 
Here are some of their benefits:

•The roots of cover crops make the soil more
porous, enabling better water infiltration. This
improves the soil composition and helps pre-
vent erosion. Reduced erosion prevents the
formation of a crusty surface, thereby mini-

mizing the pollution of waterways caused by 
runoff. 

•Cover crops nourish subsequent crops when
they die by increasing the activity of microor-
ganisms like bacteria and fungi, as well as enri-
ching the soil with nitrogen. The crops you plant
next season benefit from the nutrients, and you
see better growth and higher yields.

•Cover crops help control weed growth and
provide an alternative to herbicides. Since the
ground has constant cover, it’s less accessible
to undesirable or invasive plant species.

This practice can also be used in your garden. 
Find out which cover crops are best suited to 
your local climate and growing conditions. 

Dairy cows benefit from playing sports, too!
5 weeding tools used in vegetable production

What are cover crops?

Weed control is as important in your ve-
getable garden as it is in large-scale com-
mercial production. Although herbicides 
are frequently used to minimize weed 
growth, several agricultural tools pro-
vide excellent results. Here are five:

1. Rotary hoes. This tool allows you to 
weed the entire area before the crop 
emerges. You can also use it after the 
crop is well rooted.

2. Wheel weeders. These tools are used 
both close to the crops and between 
the rows. You can attach them to va-
rious pieces of agricultu-
ral equipment to simplify 
their use.

3. Weeding discs. These tools 
are used to remove weeds 
from a row when the crops 
are developed enough to 
prevent them from being 
buried or uprooted.

4.Weed torches. Using in-
tense heat or flame makes
it possible to remove weeds
between the rows. It can
also weed closer to the
crops, provided certain

precautions are taken to avoid har-
ming them.

5.Mechanical weeders. These tools can
be equipped with guidance systems to
enable precision weeding. The came-
ras can be calibrated to differentiate
crops from weeds based on data like
the plant’s colour, size and position.

Do you want to know more about the 
weeding techniques used by your local 
farmers? Start the conversation by vi-
siting their produce stands or an open 
farm day.
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Did you know exercise isn’t only good 
for human health? It’s good for all crea-
tures, even farm animals! Dairy cows 
are no exception, and there’s plenty of 
research to prove it.

BENEFITS
Physical activity has many positive ef-
fects on cows regardless of how they’re 
raised. A key benefit of exercise is that 
it improves leg strength. Physical acti-
vity also improves hoof condition, mi-
nimizes the likelihood of lameness and 
reduces teat injuries. Re-
gular activity also helps in-
crease rumination, promo-
ting good metabolic and 
digestive health.

Active cows live longer, 
which increases profitabi-
lity for the farmer. More
over, cows grow more ac-
customed to human contact 
as they’re moved to and 
from the exercise areas, 
which improves human-
animal relations.

CHALLENGES
Farmers wishing to provide their cows 
with more freedom of movement face 
several challenges, including poor wea-

ther conditions, inadequate space and 
a lack of time to move the animals. Ad-
ditionally, farmers may be concerned for 
the comfort and udder health of the cows.

Nevertheless, several solutions can en-
sure cows have quality time in the pas-
ture. Creating a setup where cows can 
move freely from inside to outdoors can 
cut down on human labour. Cows that 
are free to roam outdoors can feed them-
selves and spread their manure, redu-
cing fodder harvesting costs.

Do you want to see more farmers adopt 
measures to help their cows get enough 
exercise? Support producers who have 
introduced such a system and encourage 
others to do the same.
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Nutrient manage-
ment is a practice that 
aims to optimize crop 
yield and quality, mini-
mize fertilizer costs and 
protect soil and water. 
It involves applying the 
correct type of nutrient 
sources — like synthet-
ic fertilizer or manure 
— in the right amount, 
place, and at the best 
time. Here’s a look at 
how farmers manage 
this delicate balancing 
act.

The right amount
When determining 

the amount of nutrients 
to add to the soil, the 
first step is to estimate 
how much is required 
for a target yield. This 
relies on understanding 
how crops respond to 
fertilizer under differ-
ent conditions. Farmers 
must also consider the 
projected selling price.

Additionally, farmers 
must determine the cur-
rent nutrient level in the 
field through soil test-
ing. The right amount of 
fertilizer to add is deter-
mined by calculating the 
difference between the 
requirement for a target 
yield and the nutrients 
already in the field.

The right nutrient
Once farmers estab-

lish the nutrients to be 
added to the field, they 
must choose the best 
fertilizer product. Most 
farmers consult a pro-
fessional agrologist or 
crop specialist for rec-
ommendations.

The right place
Nutrients must be 

placed as close as pos-
sible to the growing 
plant without damaging 
the crop. The greater 
the distance between the 
plant and the fertilizer, 

the greater the chance 
it’ll be lost before it can 
be absorbed.

The right time
Fertilizers should be 

applied as close as pos-
sible to when plants 
need them. Crops need 
the most nutrients dur-
ing their fastest growth 
and seed production.

Understanding the 
principles behind nutri-
ents and incorporating 
them into farm manage-
ment is crucial to envi-
ronmental sustainability.

Nutrient management 
planning: a balancing act
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Over the past few 
years, environmental 
sustainability has taken 
center stage in agricul-
ture. In the search for 
replacements for chem-
ical fertilizers, algae has 
emerged as a safe and 
effective alternative.

As a living organ-
ism, algae is rich in 
macronutrients, micro-
nutrients and growth 
regulators that benefit 
plants and soil. These 
nutrients  can help 
improve the growth and 
yield of various crops. 
For example, there are 
multiple types of algae 
with different beneficial 
properties. Brown and 
red algae, for example, 
are rich in potassium 
to help enhance root 
growth and support 
water uptake into the 
plant.

Algae is also a great 

source of organic mat-
ter. The organic matter 
formed from decay-
ing algae gets mixed 
into the soil, improving 
characteristics like car-
bon content and nitro-
gen fixation. It can also 

help bind the soil and 
increase its water reten-
tion capacity.

Biofertilizers like 
algae play an essential 
role in the shift toward 
more sustainable food-
producing practices.

The benefits of using algae 
fertilizer on large-scale farms
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Jon Rosen | N. Manchester, IN 
260.740.1846 | jonr@halderman.com

HAVE A SAFE 
HARVEST SEASON 
Halderman can help you purchase, sell 
or exchange your land. Offering quality 
customer service and solutions to improve 
the well-being of our customers and their 
farms. Schedule your farm real estate 
auction, today!

Rick Johnloz | Bluffton, IN 
260.827.8181 | rickj@halderman.com 

ALLEN CO, IN
76+/- Acres SOLD VIA PRIVATE 
SALE for $13,000/acre

BLACKFORD CO, IN
72.04+/- Acres SOLD VIA LIVE  
AUCTION for $12,840/acre

HUNTINGTON CO, IN
330+/- Acres SOLD VIA LIVE  
AUCTION for $14,424/acre 

WELLS CO, IN
80+/- Acres SOLD VIA PRIVATE 
SALE for $15,000/acre

RECENT SALES RESULTS

800.424.2324  |  halderman.com

The recent sales result statistics are calculated  
based on the sales results of Halderman Real  
Estate from January 1, 2023 to July 31, 2023.

customer service and solutions to improve 

LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE: Quinn Kumfer
OFFICE HOURS:
Tues. 8 a.m. - 12p.m. | Thurs. 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
or by appointment
OFFICE: 201 E. Market Street, Suite 3

 Bluffton, IN 46714
PHONE: (260)-355-5951
EMAIL: info@paddlefishsolar.com
FACEBOOK: Paddlefish Solar Project

WISHING ALL FARM FAMILIES A 
SAFE AND SUCCESSFUL HARVEST

FARM & LAND AUCTIONS • REAL ESTATE SALES 
LIVE & ONLINE EQUIPMENT AUCTIONS 

ESTATE AUCTIONS

260.824.3006 • STEFFENGRP.COM

PUT THE POWER OF OUR TEAM TO WORK FOR YOU. 
Visit STEFFENGRP.COM/SERVICES for more information.

Serving All of Northeast Indiana • Offices in Fort Wayne & Bluffton

REAL ESTAT E & AUCT I O NS

TODAY’S LEADER IN 
AGRICULTURAL
AUCTIONS & REAL ESTATE

S t a t i o n a r y  s c a r e c r o w s 
dressed up to look like humans 
have long been used to keep 
birds out of farmers’ fields. 
However, there’s now a new 
type of scarecrow on the 
block. This system, invented 
by Rebecca Brown, professor 
of plant sciences at the Uni-
versity of Rhode Island (URI), 
uses constantly moving beams 
of green laser light to frighten 
birds from attractive crops like 
sweet corn and sunflowers.

How does it work?
The laser scarecrow is housed 

inside a plastic bucket that pro-
tects it from the elements. It’s 
attached to an adjustable pole to 
set the laser at the same height 
as the crop. The lasers cover a 
section of 185 metres on one 
side and then scan back and 
forth, scaring the birds off.

Is it more effective?
Birds have excellent eyesight 

and can quickly identify and 
ignore deterrents like scary-
eyed balloons and effigies. 
However, studies indicate that 
birds don’t become acclimat-
ed to the laser scarecrow and, 
instead, become more afraid 
of it with repeated exposure. 
Flocking birds like blackbirds, 
cedar waxwings, cormorants, 
cowbirds, geese, gulls, rob-
ins and starlings appear most 
affected by the technology.

This laser scarecrow has 
already been tested on numer-
ous fields across the United 
States, and the results are prom-
ising. The URI team continues 
to refine the laser in hopes of 
creating a commercially avail-
able product soon.

Photo: www.uri.edu

Do laser scarecrows work?
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Wells Co. SWCD
117 W. Harvest Rd. | Blu� ton, IN 46714

Bluegill, Redear Sun� sh, Hybrid 
Blugill, Channel Cat� sh, Albino Cat� sh, 
Larger Mouth Bass, Minnows, Triploid 

Grass Carp. Black Crappie, Koi & Floating Fish Food

TREE/
SHRUB 

FISH

Walnut, Buckeye, Maple, Oak, Persimmon, 
Hickory, Cedar, White Pine, Redbud, Sycamore, 

asst. shrubs and many others.

SALE

Orders Due: Sept. 15; Delivery: Sept. 26

Orders Due: Sept. 14; Delivery: Sept. 19

For years,  farm-
ers have actively tilled 
fields. However, some 
producers have recently 
embraced no-till farm-
ing to increase soil 

health and sustainabil-
ity. However, did you 
know there’s a third 
possibility? Strip tilling 
is making a comeback 
in farming. Here are a 

few reasons why.
What is it?
Strip tilling is a 

bridge between con-
ventional and no-till 
farming. It’s the process 
of cultivating narrow-
width strips, typically 
in the fall, to promote 
early spring soil mois-
ture evaporation and 
soil warmth in the top 
two inches.

Advantages of strip-
tilling

The practice of strip-

tilling breaks up com-
pacted soil, allowing 
for better water and air 
movement. This pro-
cess poses the follow-
ing benefits for crop 
production: 

• It allows farmers to 
seed crops earlier rather 
than wait several days 
for the wet soil to dry 
out after conventional 
tillage. 

•  I t  c rea tes  an 
ideal seedbed, which 
improves germina-

tion rates. This enables 
the plant to grow with 
fewer impediments, 
allowing it to focus its 
energy on yield.

• It improves soil 
health. Less tillage 
allows earthworms and 
other soil organisms to 
thrive, increasing the 
soil’s capacity to grow 
more nutrient-dense 
crops. A healthy soil 
biome is also important 
for nutrient cycling and 
suppressing plant dis-
eases.

• It allows farmers 
to place fertilizer more 
precisely. Fertilizer 
can be placed beneath 
the surface of the soil, 
directly near the plant 
roots, for optimal nutri-
ent availability. Plus, 
the risk of runoff is 
reduced. 

• It’s ideal for light, 
erodible soils. Tilling 
only small strips of soil 

enables enough crop 
residue to remain on the 
inter-row soil surface 
to prevent erosion. The 
residue blanket also 
conserves soil moisture.

• It saves time and 
money whi le  s t i l l 
returning good yields. 
Farmers don’t have to 
spend nearly as much 
time in their tractors, so 
they reduce wear and 
tear on their expensive 
machinery. Plus, they 
can trim their fuel bills 
with fewer field passes. 
In fact, research from 
the University of Min-
nesota in 2019 showed 
that strip-tilling saved 
farmers $19.50 per acre 
on average compared to 
traditional disk plow-
ing.

As you can see, strip 
tillage can be successful 
for farmers if they’re 
willing to adapt to the 
change.

Why is strip tilling making a comeback?

www.familyfarmandhome.com
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IT’S TOO DARK TO WORK OUTSIDE.

WE’RE GOOD AT YOUR INSURANCE.

Talk with one of your Wells County Agents today:
Mike Lampton • Michael Towne • Jacob Duncan • Kevin Sills

(260) 824-2234 | 1307 Baker Place | Bluffton

YOU’RE GOOD AT USING
EVERY LAST RAY OF SUN BEFORE

IT’S TOO DARK TO WORK OUTSIDE.

WE’RE GOOD AT YOUR INSURANCE.

888.299.9377  |  gordonlegal.net  |  Bluffton  |  Fort Wayne  |  Huntington  |  Rochester

We help farm families make the 
smart decisions to help preserve  
the family farm

· Death Tax Planning · Business Planning
· Succession Planning · Estate Planning
· Long-Term Care Planning and more ...

Gordon&Assoc-AgriNews BC ad.indd   1 10/17/18   10:19 AM
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CUSTO
M 

BUTCH
ERING

INCLUDES 
PROCESS

ING 

DOUBLE-
WRAPPE

D 

CUT T
O YO

UR ORDER Lengerich 
MeatsHours: 

Mon.-Tues.-Wed. 8-5; 
Thurs.-Fri. 8-6; Sat. 8-1

3095 Van Horn St., Zanesville   260-638-4123

BUY IN BULK & SAVE!BUY IN BULK & SAVE!

Beef Lover’s Box 
Estimated Price* $105.00 
2 - Beef Chuck Roast 
1 - Package Beef Minute Steaks 
(4 per)
5 - 1 lb. Packages Ground Beef 
1 - Beef Arm Roast 
2 - 1 lb. Packages Beef Stew Meat 
2 - Packages Hamburger Patties 
(4 per) 
1 - Beef Sirloin Steak 
5 - 1 lb. Packages of Pork Bacon
Meat Lover’s Box 
Estimated Price* $150.00 
2 - Packages Pork Chops (4 per)
2 - Pork Roast 
2 - Beef Chuck Roast 
2 - Packages Beef Minute Steaks 
(4 per)
5 - 1 lb. Packages Bulk Sausage 
5 - 1 lb. Packages Ground Beef 
2 - Packages Pork Steaks (2 per) 
1 - Package Pork Spare Ribs
1 - Package of Chicken Breast (2 per) 
2 - 1 lb. Packages of Pork Bacon 

Pork Lover’s Box
Estimated Price* $100.00
1 - Package Pork Casing Sausage
5 - 1 lb. Packages Bulk Sausage
2 - Packages Regular Brats (4 per)
2 - Packages Pork Chops (4 per)
2 - Packages Pork Steaks (2 per)
1 - Pork Roast
2 - Packages Pork Spare Ribs
Deluxe Meat Lover’s Box
Estimated Price* $170.00
10 - 1 lb. Packages Ground Chuck
1 - Package Pork Spare Ribs
1 - Packages Pork Casing Sausage
1 - Package Beef Minute Steaks 
(4 per)
2 - Beef Chuck Roast
2 - New York Strip Steaks
2 - Packages Pork Steaks (2 per)
2 - Beef T-Bone Steaks
1 - Beef Sirloin Steak
1 - Package of Chicken Breast (2 per)

Grill Lover’s Box
Estimated Price* $140.00
2 - Packages Pork Chops ( 4 per)
2 - Packages Pork Steaks (2 per)
2 - Packages Regular Brats (4 per)
2 - Packages Specialty Brats (4 per)
4 - 1 lb. Packages Ground Beef
4 - Packages Hamburger Patties 
(4 per)
2 - New York Strip Steaks
2 - Beef T-Bone Steaks
2 - Packages of Chicken Breast (2 per) Locally Raised

SIDES OF
BEEF & PORK

“You’ll Taste
The Di� erence”

We Accept EBT Cards

SIDES OF BEEF 
AVAILABLE AT 

MARKET PRICES
WHOLE -or- HALF HOG

dressed weight
$2.99/lb.

BUY BULK & SAVE 10%BUY BULK & SAVE 10%CUSTO
M 

BUTCH
ERING

INCLUDES 
PROCESS

ING 

DOUBLE-
WRAPPE

D 

CUT T
O YO

UR ORDER Lengerich 
Meats

“You’ll Taste The Difference” 
www.lengerichmeats.com

Hours: 
Mon.-Tues.-Wed. 8-5; 

Thurs.-Fri. 8-6; Sat. 8-1

3095 Van Horn St., Zanesville   260-638-4123

BUY IN BULK & SAVE!BUY IN BULK & SAVE!

3095 VAN HORN ST., ZANESVILLE
260.638.4123

Mon.- Wed. 9-5  •  Thur.- Fri. 9-6
Sat. 8-1 (Subject to change)

CUSTOMBUTCHERING
INCLUDES PROCESSING

DOUBLE-WRAPPED
CUT TO YOUR ORDER

*The Estimated Prices 
listed above are subject 

to change without notice. 
Updated 2/7/2022

(24 Hour Notice for Box Orders Please)

Share Your Harvest:  Give Grain 
Your crops are your livelihood.  You prepare, you 
plant, you nurture and they grow.  That’s what we 
do with the charitable gifts entrusted to the 
community foundation and we invite you to grow 
the future of our community with us. 

The Wells County Foundation, Inc. 
222 West Market Street 

Bluffton, IN  46714 
260-824-8620 

www.wellscountyfound.org 

Donating a gift of grain to the community foundation is a simple 
way to make a lasting difference! 

Contact your professional advisor for legal and tax advice to 
learn more about how this easy way of gifting might provide 
significant tax benefit to you.  

©2016 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. “New Holland” is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries 
or affiliates. “Equipped For A New World” is a trademark in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

A NE W WORLD DEMANDS NE W HOLL AND.
CR combines have helped feed the world for more than 40 years by setting 
the standard for rotary harvesting excellence. Continuing this tradition is 
the CR10.90 Elevation — breaking the Guinness World Record by harvesting 
29,308 bushels in eight hours. The latest generation of CR combines provides 
the unbelievable productivity, lower operating costs, minimal grain loss 
and maximum profitability to put you firmly in command of your operation.  
Learn more at EquippedForANewWorld.com

WHEN 7.3 BILLION PEOPLE NEED TO EAT,

THERE’S NO TIME FOR RESERVATIONS.

 ytnuoC-irT dnalloH weN
1 dR etatS S 5762  , notffulB  , anaidnI   41764

 8364-428-062

A NE W WORLD DEMANDS NE W HOLL AND.
CR combines have helped feed the world for more than 40 years by setting 
the standard for rotary harvesting excellence. Continuing this tradition is 
the CR10.90 Elevation — breaking the Guinness World Record by harvesting 
29,308 bushels in eight hours. The latest generation of CR combines provides 
the unbelievable productivity, lower operating costs, minimal grain loss 
and maximum profitability to put you firmly in command of your operation. 
Learn more at EquippedForANewWorld.com

New Holland TRI-County • Blu� ton, IN • 260-824-4638

In many irrigated rice areas 
worldwide, rice farmers rely 
heavily on synthetic pesticides 
to eliminate disease and get bet-
ter rice yields. However, these 
practices are expensive, bad for 
the environment and potentially 
hazardous to health.

Recently, many rice farm-
ers have turned to ancient wis-
dom and have begun integrating 
ducks into their farming opera-
tions. This practice was first 
documented in China over 600 
years ago. It involves herding 
ducks into rice fields before har-
vest to increase crop yields. Here 
are just some of the benefits:

• Ducks serve as natural de-
weeders, reducing the need for 
manual weeding

• Duck droppings fertilize the 
crop in place of chemical fertil-
izers

• Ducks eat harmful pests, so 

chemical pesticides aren’t need-
ed

• The ducks’ movements pro-
vide aeration, which increases 
the availability of nutrients like 
nitrogen, phosphorous and pot-
ash

Integrated rice-duck farm-
ing drastically reduces farm and 
labor inputs, minimizing the cost 

of production and increasing 
productivity. In fact, rice-duck 
farming technology can increase 
rice productivity by 20 percent 
and farmers’ net profit by 50 
percent.

Several online videos show 
how this fascinating practice 
works. Check them out for your-
self!

The advantages of ducks in rice farming
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KNOWLEDGE AND
EXPERIENCE MATTERS.EXPERIENCE MATTERS.

FirstBankofBerne.com

AG OPERATING LINE OF CREDIT
INVENTORY LOANS
CONSTRUCTION & EQUIPMENT LOANS
GOVERNMENT GUARANTEED LOANS
LIVESTOCK LENDING
CROP INSURANCE
FARM FINANCIAL CONSULTING
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