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Mighty kids
Saturday hosted a vari-
ety of ‘Kids Day’ activi-

ties, including the annual 
pedal pull competition. 

Shown above is a smil-
ing Milo Fiechter, who 
was narrowly beaten 
by Jace Fiechter in a 

tiebreaker. At right, Sum-
mer Hamilton, the 2022 

Street Fair princess, 
swaps her dress shoes 

for sneakers to compete 
in the competition before 
passing on her crown at 
the Prince and Princess 

competition at noon. 
Additional photos on 

Page 12. (Photos by 
Holly Gaskill)   

By SYDNEY KENT
The trajectory of a young father’s future 

was changed in the Wells Circuit Court ear-
lier this month.

Melvin Emilio Hernandez, Jr., 22, Bluff-
ton, was sentenced to one year at the Wells 
County Jail with all time suspended and one 
year of probation. The sentence was issued 
immediately after Hernandez pled guilty 
to criminal recklessness where the defen-
dant shoots a firearm, a Level 5 felony. The 
charge was downgraded to a Class A misde-
meanor due to the details of the case and his 
position in the National Guard.

According to a probable cause affidavit, 
Hernandez allegedly discharged a gun into 
the front driver's side tire of a vehicle that 
belonged to his ex-girlfriend, Trinity Wine. 
The crime occurred immediately after Wine 
broke into his Bluffton residence in August 
of last year and attempted to flee.

Specialist Nathan Martin with the Indi-
ana National Guard, along with additional 
servicemen, were present at the hearing to 
testify on Hernandez’s behalf. According to 
each of the men who testified, a felony level 
charge would result in an immediate dis-

charge from the National Guard, effectively 
ending Hernandez’s military career.

“Specialist Hernandez has been in my 
platoon for over two years,” Martin said. 
“He’s given me selfless exemplary service 
and leadership to his team and squad.”

Richard Thonert, Hernandez’s lawyer, 
asked Martin if he would recommend a 
reduced sentence. Martin agreed. The court 
room was silent for a moment.

“What do you think happened in this 
case?” Prosecutor Colin Andrews ques-
tioned.

“Like the judge said, a momentary lapse 
in judgment,” Martin said firmly. “I read 
about it on MyCase. I know what could 
have been grave situations here, I thank God 
that no one was hurt. The judge asked if this 
would carry over in the National Guard. I 
believe it can carry over in the way that he 
can teach his junior leaders the consequenc-
es of such actions.”

“What did he do in the crime?” Andrews 
asked.

“He discharged a firearm in a violent 
manner,” Martin responded, reciting the 

Felony downgraded 
to misdemeanor for 
Bluffton Guardsman 

Absentee ballot application 
outage frustrates election 
officials, others unaffected

By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

For more than two months, Hoosier vot-
ers attempting to apply for an absentee bal-
lot online were met with a block of bright 
red text informing them that the function 
was down while the state complied with 
new — and controversial — voter identifi-
cation requirements.

The service went back online Friday, 
with just a month and a half before the bal-
lots themselves are due for the November 7 
municipal elections.

Although voters could apply by other 
means, some county election officials — 
of both major parties — called the outage 
“concerning” and “inexcusable” for voters. 
Others said they encountered no problems.

“The Secretary of State has been provid-
ing resources and support to complete the 
application as quickly as possible,” spokes-
woman Lindsey Eaton said in a statement to 
the Capital Chronicle.

“Cutting corners on the development, 
testing, bipartisan review, and approval,” 
she added, “is not an option.”

Voter I.D. hits absentee 
ballot applications

Hoosier voters can only apply for an 
absentee-by-mail ballot for 11 reasons under 
Indiana law, in stark contrast to the 27 states 
that offer “no-excuse” mail-in voting.

(Eight states conduct elections entirely 
by mail, so voters there don’t have to apply 
for or request a mail-in ballot — it’s sent 
automatically.)

But in Indiana, the birthplace of the voter 
I.D. movement, lawmakers have expanded 
verification requirements.

House Enrolled Act 1134, which became 
law in May, requires voters to submit at least 
one of a variety of identification numbers to 
apply for a ballot: the last four numbers of 
a social security number, an Indiana driver’s 
license number, a non-driver identification 
card number or a unique identifier for those 
who registered to vote decades ago.

A voter could instead include a photo-
copy of their license, non-driver card or 
other proof of identification — like a pass-
port or state university-issued ID card — in 
the envelope with the application.

The catch? The information must match 
what’s on file — a potential challenge for 
Hoosiers who signed up to vote long ago. 
Without a match, election officials must 
work with the voter to resolve the errors, 
delaying receipt of the ballot.

During the legislative session, vot-
ing rights advocates called the legislation 
“unnecessary” and said it could disenfran-
chise some, while the bill’s Republican 
author and supporters said it would bring 
mail-in voting security “up to par” with in-
person voting.

When the law went into effect in July, 
Republican Secretary of State Diego 
Morales’ office had an updated paper form 
readily available. Voters could mail, email, 
fax or hand-deliver their applications to 
their county election officials.

Menendez rejects calls to 
resign and says cash found in 
home was not bribe proceeds

By DEEPTI HAJELA 
and MIKE CATALINI 

Associated Press
UNION CITY, N.J. (AP) 

— Democratic U.S. Sen. 
Bob Menendez of New Jer-
sey defiantly pushed back 
against federal corruption 
charges on Monday, saying 
nearly half a million dollars 
in cash authorities found 
in his home was from his 
personal savings, not from 
bribes, and was on hand for 
emergencies.

Rejecting rising calls for 
him to resign, the influen-
tial chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Commit-
tee said he believed he’d be 
cleared of charges that he 
took cash and gold in illegal 
exchange for helping Egypt 
and New Jersey business 
associates.

“I recognize this will be 
the biggest fight yet, but as 
I have stated throughout 
this whole process, I firmly 
believe that when all the 
facts are presented, not only 
will I be exonerated, but I 
still will be New Jersey’s 
senior senator,” Menen-
dez said at Hudson County 
Community College’s cam-
pus in Union City, where he 
grew up.

He did not respond to 
questions and did not say 
whether he would seek 
reelection next year.

Addressing allegations 
in the indictment unsealed 
Friday that authorities 
found cash stuffed in enve-
lopes and clothing at his 
home, Menendez said that 
stemmed from his parents’ 
fear of confiscation of funds 

from their time in Cuba.
“This may seem old fash-

ioned, but these were mon-
ies drawn from my personal 
savings account based on 
the income that I have law-
fully derived over those 30 
years,” he said.

Authorities recovered 
about 10 envelopes with 
tens of thousands of dol-
lars in cash that had the 
fingerprints of one of the 
other defendants in the case 
on them, according to the 
indictment.

Menendez also addressed 
his relationship with Egypt, 
which plays a central role 
in the indictment against 
him, suggesting he’s been 
tough on the country over 
its detention of Americans 
and other “human rights 

Seven candidates qualified for second GOP presidential debate
By MEG KINNARD

Associated Press
The field for the second Repub-

lican presidential debate will be 
smaller than the first.

Seven candidates have quali-
fied for Wednesday night’s debate 
at Ronald Reagan’s presidential 
library in California, the Republi-
can National Committee said, con-
firming that former Arkansas Gov. 
Asa Hutchinson did not make the 

cut this time.
Former President Donald 

Trump, the early Republican presi-
dential front-runner who skipped 
the first debate, will also be miss-
ing from the stage and will instead 
hold events in the battleground 
state of Michigan.

To qualify for the second debate, 
candidates needed at least 3 percent 
support in two national polls or 3 
percent in one national poll as well 

as two polls from four of the early-
voting states — Iowa, New Hamp-
shire, Nevada and South Carolina.

The White House hopefuls 
also needed at least 50,000 unique 
donors, with at least 200 of those 
coming from 20 states or territo-
ries. They also had to sign an RNC 
pledge promising to support the 
party’s eventual nominee.

A look at where the candidates 
stand:

Who’s in?
Ron DeSantis

The Florida governor had long 
been seen as the top rival for 
Trump, finishing a distant second 
to the current GOP front-runner in 
both early-voting state and nation-
al polls, and raising an impressive 
amount of money.

But those sands have begun to 
shift as DeSantis’ effort has strug-
gled to live up to high expectations 

for his campaign. Republican sup-
port for him nationally has slipped 
substantially from its high point 
earlier this year.

Tim Scott
The senator from South Car-

olina did not have a breakout 
moment in the first debate in Mil-
waukee and is hoping to change 
that during Wednesday’s event.

Nikki Haley

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)



The only Republican 
woman on stage — and in 
the field — Haley experi-
enced a fundraising bounce 
after her performance in the 
first debate. Her campaign 
said she raised at least $1 
million in 72 hours, a record 
period for her.

Two recent polls of her 
home state of South Caro-
lina found that Haley — a 
former United Nations 
ambassador and South Car-
olina governor — was in 
second place, well behind 
Trump but slightly ahead of 
other GOP rivals.

Vivek Ramaswamy
The political newcomer 

scored several memorable 
moments at the first debate, 
criticizing some rivals as 
“super PAC puppets” who 
were using “ready-made, pre-
prepared slogans” to attack 
him. He was a frequent target 
of incoming attacks on his 
lack of experience.

Those jabs helped boost 
both Ramaswamy’s cam-
paign coffers and his name 
ID in the broad Republican 
field.

Chris Christie
The former New Jersey 

governor opened his cam-
paign by portraying himself 

as the only candidate ready 
to take on Trump, calling 
on the former president to 
“show up at the debates and 
defend his record.”

Without Trump at the 
first debate, Christie was left 
without his primary intend-
ed target. At times, he was 
drowned out by the audi-
ence’s boos as he pushed 
back aggressively on ques-
tioning as to whether the 
candidates would support 
Trump even if he is convict-
ed of felony charges.

Doug Burgum
Burgum, a former soft-

ware entrepreneur now in 
his second term as North 
Dakota’s governor, nearly 
missed the first debate due 
to a tendon injury sustained 
while playing basketball 
with his campaign staff. But 
Burgum still participated, 
telling reporters afterward 
that he stood on one leg 
behind the podium.

Burgum has been using 
his fortune to boost his 
campaign, giving away $20 
gift cards — “Biden Relief 
Cards,” hitting Biden’s han-
dling of the economy — in 
exchange for $1 donations. 
Critics have questioned 
whether the offer violates 
campaign finance law.

Mike Pence
Campaigning on his repu-

tation as a statesman and 
experienced elected offi-
cial, Trump’s vice president 
showed off his debate chops 
last month and is angling to 
see more action in California.

Pence had combative 
moments with several other 
candidates in Milwaukee 

over some of the biggest 
dividing lines in the Repub-
lican nominating contest.

Pence himself was also 
the subject of a pivotal 
debate question, with the 
candidates largely agree-
ing that he had been cor-
rect to protect the results of 
the 2020 election against 
Trump’s pressure campaign.
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Discharging firearm Weather
Tuesday, September 26, 2023

(24-hour observations at 8:41 p.m. Monday)
High: 69; Low: 54; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.21  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Monday

Wells County forecast
Today: A 40 percent chance of showers and thunder-

storms after 2 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 78. 
Southeast wind 5 to 10 mph. 

Tonight: Showers and possibly a thunderstorm. Low 
around 58. East wind around 10 mph. Chance of precipi-
tation is 80 percent. New rainfall amounts between a tenth 
and quarter of an inch, except higher amounts possible in 
thunderstorms. 

Wednesday: Showers and possibly a thunderstorm. High 
near 71. Southeast wind 5 to 10 mph. Chance of precipita-
tion is 90 percent. New rainfall amounts between a quarter 
and half of an inch possible. 

Wednesday Night: Showers likely and possibly a thun-
derstorm before 2 a.m., then a chance of showers. Most-
ly cloudy, with a low around 57. East wind 5 to 10 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 60 percent. New rainfall amounts 
between a quarter and half of an inch possible. 

Thursday: A chance of showers before 11 a.m., then 
a slight chance of showers and thunderstorms between 11 
a.m. and 2 p.m. Partly sunny, with a high near 72. Chance of 
precipitation is 30 percent.

Thursday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 54.
Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 75.
Friday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 55.
Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 78.
Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 54.
Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 79.

Dan’s  FISH & TENDERLOIN
DINNER
Wed., Sept. 27  •  430 - 7pm

Drive-Thru ONLY
Presale & At-door tickets available

All Dinners $12
Include: Fish/Tenderloin, Chips, Slaw & Cookie

260.622.4326
Ossian United Methodist Church

Sponsored by Trustees  •  201 West Mill Street

260.426.0633 
STEFFENGRP.COM

AUCTION
ONLINE ONLY PERSONAL PROPERTY

TRACTOR, MOWERS, ANTIQUE & MODERN FURNITURE, PRIMITIVES & MORE!

SELLER: THE ESTATE OF ROBERT ISCH • SALE MANAGER: PAT CARTER (260.273.8294)

AUCTION PREVIEW & ONLINE BIDDING ASSISTANCE:
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28TH (3:00 - 6:00 pm) & THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5TH (3:00 - 6:00 pm)

AU19500212 • AC30500053

1978 Diesel Tractor - 2015 Ex-Mark Riding Lawn Mower - 2002 Simplicty 
Riding Lawn Mower - 2006 Simplicity Riding Lawn Mower - Single Axle 
Utility Trailer - Tandem Axle Trailer -  14’ Hay Wagon - Oliver 3-Bottom Plow 
Winco Generator - Tank Chain - Lawn and Garden - Tools - Antique & Modern 
Furniture - Antiques - Primitives - Glassware - Collectibles - Household & More!

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1ST - SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8TH

PREVIEW LOCATION: 601 E. ST. RD. 124, MONROE, IN 46772

VIEW COMPLETE CATALOG AT STEFFENGRP.COM/HIBID

Furniture - Antiques - Primitives - Glassware - Collectibles - Household & More!

1978 Diesel Tractor - 2015 Ex-Mark Riding Lawn Mower - 2002 Simplicty 

Furniture - Antiques - Primitives - Glassware - Collectibles - Household & More!Furniture - Antiques - Primitives - Glassware - Collectibles - Household & More!Furniture - Antiques - Primitives - Glassware - Collectibles - Household & More!

VIEW COMPLETE CATALOG AT STEFFENGRP.COM/HIBIDVIEW COMPLETE CATALOG AT STEFFENGRP.COM/HIBIDVIEW COMPLETE CATALOG AT STEFFENGRP.COM/HIBID

Furniture - Antiques - Primitives - Glassware - Collectibles - Household & More!Furniture - Antiques - Primitives - Glassware - Collectibles - Household & More!

charge description from 
Hernandez’s case details.

“You didn’t read the 
probable cause affidavit,” 
Andrews stated. “Can you 
imagine that reading that 
would change your opinion 
of the outcome?”

“ N o  s i r , ”  M a r t i n 
answered. “I understand the 
dangers of the situation.”

“Your honor, my inten-
tions were never to hurt 
anyone,” Hernandez said 
during the hearing. “I made 
a mistake and I learned from 
it. You will not ever have a 
problem with me again. I 
just want to do right by my 
son.”

“There is this concept in 
sports,” Judge Kenton Kira-

cofe stated before he issued 
his ruling. “You should never 
put yourself in a position 
where the officials control the 
outcome of the game. You are 
who you associate with. You 
have not controlled this part 
of your life.”

“Your honor,” Hernandez 
interjected. “We were apart 
when–”

“You made a decision 
to have a child with this 
person,” Kiracofe inter-
jected. “That is the person 
you chose to be with. At 
the custody hearing, I heard 
her faults. I understand why 
you reacted the way you did. 
Decisions do have conse-
quences.”

“This happened in a 
residential neighborhood,” 

Andrews continued. “People 
that handle weapons know 
not to do that. I am bothered 
that the gentlemen testifying 
don’t know what happened. 
I can’t forget that he shot 
at people, in our town and 
community, putting others at 
risk.”

The prosecution, who did 
not ask for jail time, con-
cluded that while Hernan-
dez’s case is indeed a felony, 
the men who testified on his 
behalf made a compelling 
argument.

“Miss Wine also was 
charged,” Thonert added. 
“This court awarded custody 
of the child to Melvin Her-
nandez. The Indiana consti-
tution specifically provides 
for rehabilitation instead of 

punishment. In all of my 
cases, I have never met a 
young man who is more 
deserving of a situation of 
granting him immediate 
misdemeanor treatment.”

Trinity Evelyn Wine, 21, 
Montpelier, was charged 
with residential breaking 
and entering, a Level 6 fel-
ony. She pled guilty to the 
crime in the Wells Superior 
Court in April and was sen-
tenced to one year at the 
Indiana Department of Cor-
rection with 349 days sus-
pended and 16 days of jail 
credit.

Hernandez was also 
ordered to pay court costs 
and filing fees in the amount 
of $360.

sydney@news-banner.com

But that month, online submission 
went dark.

‘Nothing in my hopper’
The online submission option, 

which has been available since 2020, 
automatically delivers a populated 
PDF form to an official’s queue.

And its sudden absence prompted 
alarm for some.

“This is something that the vot-
ers have come to rely on,” Elkhart 
County Clerk Christopher Anderson, 
a Republican, told the Capital Chron-
icle. “It is a way for those voters, 
who want to vote by mail, of getting 
their application to us in an extremely 
timely basis — because it’s almost 
instantaneous.”

Anderson hadn’t known the option 
was unavailable. He logged into Indi-
anaVoters.com, muttering while he 
keyed in his information.

“Really?” Anderson asked, after 
reading the red text of the notice. 
“Yeah, this is kind of — yeah, it is a 
little concerning.”

“Maybe that’s why I have nothing 
in my hopper,” he said. “I did not know 
that it was down. I was beginning to 
wonder.”

The Indiana Secretary of State’s 
Office said its bipartisan techni-
cal committee, which administers 
the online absentee voting applica-
tions, took the function down in July 
“in response to requests from County 
Clerks.”

“Processes to allow counties to ver-
ify ID information provided by appli-

cants needed to be designed, built, test-
ed, and approved,” the office’s Eaton 
said.

“Overall, the state-wide voter reg-
istration system, network and security 
features involved, is quite complex,” 
she continued. “The bipartisan team, 
(information technology) contractors, 
and web hosting resources required 
considerable time to schedule the 
design, review, building, testing and 
approval steps.”

She said they’d been “working dili-
gently” to implement the law’s require-
ments since its passage, and had even 
had to rearrange resources and sched-
ules for other planned work to get the 
changes done.

Some still weren’t happy.
Outage means more work for some

For Marion County election offi-
cials, online submission was the go-to 
workaround for other problems — 
until it was taken down.

The county is Indiana’s most popu-
lous, with — by far — the state’s larg-
est number of active voters, according 
to 2022 general election turnout data.

Marion County Election Board 
Deputy Director Patrick Becker, said 
the county was struggling to match 
voter information against a database 
the county uses, so it directed voters to 
apply online instead.

“The database has inaccuracies,” 
Becker said. “… We were telling peo-
ple to use the online application pro-
cess because it validates your driver’s 
license number. … And then, with no 
warning, the state just shut that off.”

“The state was aware of (the 
updates) when the law was passed. 
They knew they had to build a tool,” 
Becker added. “They knew they had 
to open new forms, and they’re roll-
ing this change out the day that coun-
ties have to send ballots out for the first 
time.”

Under state law, county election 
officials must mail out a first batch of 
ballots — in answer to the applications 
received since after the May primary 
election — by September 23. Since it’s 
a Saturday, most consider Friday the 
functional deadline.

For applications submitted between 
Sunday and October 26, counties send 
out the corresponding ballots daily, on 
a rolling basis.

Marion County Clerk Kate Swee-
ney Bell, a Democrat, said the outage 
had forced her office to expend more 
time and resources helping voters 
through paper applications.

She said workers had been “taking 
a lot of telephone calls” and looking 
up voters’ information because peo-
ple didn’t remember what identifying 
number they’d used to register to vote. 
Becker added that it had been challeng-
ing to explain to confused voters why 
applications submitted months ago 
needed fixes.

“To take almost the entirety of the 
functionality of IndianaVoters.com 
offline has been very, very frustrating 
for us,” Sweeney Bell said. “But for 
voters who — that’s what they have 
gotten used to, and that’s what they 
know — it’s inexcusable.”

abuses.”
“If you look at my 

actions related to Egypt dur-
ing the period described in 
this indictment and through-
out my whole career, my 
record is clear and consistent 
in holding Egypt account-
able,” he said.

Prosecutors say he met 
with Egyptian military and 
intelligence officials, passed 
along non-public informa-
tion about employees at the 
U.S. Embassy in Cairo and 
ghostwrote a letter on behalf 
of Egypt asking his Sen-
ate colleagues to release a 
hold on $300 million worth 
of aid. He did not directly 
address those allegations 
Monday.

The state’s Democratic 
leadership, including Gov. 
Phil Murphy, the state party 

chairmen and leaders of 
the Legislature, along with 
some of Menendez’s con-
gressional colleagues, are 
calling on him to resign

In Washington, howev-
er, where his party holds a 
bare Senate majority, some 
of Menendez’s Democratic 
colleagues have stopped 
short of urging him to give 
up his seat, notably Major-
ity Leader Chuck Schumer 
of New York, and Majority 
Whip Dick Durbin of Illi-
nois.

Even though Schumer 
has not called for Menendez 
to step down, other members 
of his caucus have. Ohio 
Sen. Sherrod Brown and 
Vermont Sen. Peter Welch 
called for his resignation on 
Monday, following Pennsyl-
vania Sen. John Fetterman 
on Saturday.

Menendez did, how-
ever, step down as required 
as chairman of the For-
eign Relations Committee, 
Schumer said on Friday, 
when the indictment was 
unsealed.

If he seeks reelection, 
Menendez will face at least 
one challenger in a primary 
next year after Democratic 
Rep. Andy Kim announced 
over the weekend that 
he will run for the Sen-
ate because of the charges 
against the state’s senior 
senator.

Menendez’s reelection 
campaign could face sig-
nificant hurdles besides the 
criminal indictment, the 
second one he has faced in 
eight years, in light of oppo-
sition from state party lead-
ers.

If the Democratic Party 

abandons Menendez, he 
could lose a potent benefit of 
party support: the so-called 
party line, or preferred bal-
lot placement in the primary, 
widely regarded as a sig-
nificant boost to incumbents 
and those with establishment 
backing.

Menendez has denied any 
wrongdoing in the federal 
case against him, his wife 
and three of their business 
associates. In an emailed 
statement last week, he 
accused prosecutors of mis-
representing “the normal 
work of a congressional 
office” and said he will not 
allow his work in the Senate 
to be distracted by “base-
less allegations.” A lawyer 
for his wife said she “denies 
any criminal conduct and 
will vigorously contest these 
charges in court.”

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

Family Centered 
Services receives 
$483K grant

Family Centered Services, 
Inc. is a recipient of the Early 
Years Initiative from Early 
Learning Indiana. Through 
this grant, FCS will receive 
$483,800 over the course 
of three years to hire both a 
nurse and licensed mental 
health counselor that will 
provide services at FCS or 
in-home based on a client’s 
needs. This initiative aligns 
with the mission of FCS, “to 
strengthen our community 
by empowering families and 
youth through services that 
educate and inspire.” 

The Early Years Initiative 
is a $50 million grant pro-
gram focused on enhancing 
the learning and develop-
ment of infants and toddlers 
in Indiana communities. 
FCS is one of 86 organiza-
tions chosen for this grant. 
The generous support for 
this initiative comes from 
Lilly Endowment Inc. 

“While the funds are 
restricted in their use, we 
will develop new program-
ming to satisfy unmet needs 
in the community with the 
goal of sustaining and grow-

ing those services even after 
the three years of this grant 
have ended,” said FCS 
Chief Executive Officer 
Paige Hamilton. “We appre-
ciate Early Learning Indiana 
for giving us this opportuni-
ty to reach more families in 
the communities we serve.”

The Early Years Initia-
tive places special emphasis 
on serving families in low-
income households. FCS is 
committed to reaching out 
and making a meaningful 
impact in the lives of fami-
lies. 

“We at FCS feel that 
children and families in 
rural Indiana are some of 
the most underserved in 
the state, making do the 
best they can, often without 
access to effective services,” 
Hamilton said. “With this 
support from the Early Years 
Initiative from Early Learn-
ing Indiana, FCS aims to 
provide more comprehen-
sive services to children and 
families of rural Indiana in 
need.”

For more information 
about FCS, visit fcs-inc.net.

Absentee ballot

Calls to resign

Presidential debate
(Continued from Page 1)



Among the weekend 
activities at Ouabache State 
Park will be Bison Yoga on 
Saturday, Sept. 30, beside 
the Bison Enclosure at 9 
a.m.

Other events at the park 
this week will include:

Wednesday, 9 a.m.-
noon: Wednesday War-
riors, Volunteers meet at the 
park office to receive their 
assignment for the day.

Friday: Evening roving 
interpretive naturalists Rose 
Nevil and Bret Dausch will 
be near the campground 
with park information.

Saturday: Bison Yoga, 
9 a.m.: bring your own mat 
for a beginner’s yoga ses-
sion.

Bison feeding, 10 a.m., at 
the feeding shed. Fall Fungi 
Hike, 1 p.m.: meeting at the 
Trails End shelter to learn 
about mushrooms and then 
join the naturalist for a 1.5 
mile hike to look for fungi.

Fire Tower Climb, 4 
p.m.: meeting at the fire 
tower’s brick pathway.

Sunday :  Scavenger 
Hunt, 9-10 p.m.: pick up 
scavenger hunt information 

from the Campground host. 
Complete your adventure 
and return to park office to 
claim a prize.

A reminder that Adven-
ture Backpacks are available 
at the park office (9 a.m. to 
3 p.m.) suggesting activi-
ties to do while visiting the 
park. Kids under the age of 
14 must be accompanied by 
an adult for programs

The Wells County Cham-
ber of Commerce recently 
came together to extend a 
warm welcome to Dicky’s 
Express Car Wash. The rib-
bon cutting ceremony took 
place at Dicky’s Express 
Car Wash, located at 1930 
North Main Street in Bluff-
ton, Indiana.

Dicky’s Express Car 
Wash is thrilled to make its 
debut in the Indiana mar-
ket, and Bluffton serves 
as the Indiana flagship 
location. Janessa Kipp, 
director of marketing for 
Dicky’s Express Car Wash, 
expressed the company’s 
excitement about their 
growth plans. 

“Bluffton is our first 
location, and we’re targeting 
the opening of our second 
location in Decatur in the 
next couple of days.” Kipp 
said. “Huntington is also on-
track to open later this year, 
with Columbia City follow-
ing suit. We are genuinely 
excited to become part of 
these vibrant local commu-
nities.”

K i p p  e m p h a s i z e d 
Dicky’s commitment to 
community support, stat-
ing, “Our primary goal 
when entering a commu-
nity is to support that com-
munity. We engage in vari-
ous community outreach 
activities and promotions 
to give back and create 
meaningful connections 

with our neighbors. We are 
thrilled about the oppor-
tunity to make a positive 
impact.”

To celebrate its grand 
opening, Dicky’s Express 
Car Wash is offering an 
exclusive promotion: $10 
a month for the first three 
months, providing unlimited 
washes on all plans for new 
customers who sign up. The 
process is seamless: custom-
ers only need to provide 
their vehicle’s license plate 
details, and the license plate 
recognition system at the 
pay station will grant them 
access to unlimited washes 
each month (during operat-
ing hours, weather permit-
ting). Plans can be upgrad-
ed, downgraded or canceled 
at any time, and complimen-
tary vacuums are always 
available.

Dicky’s Express Car 
Wash will operate with sum-
mer hours from Monday to 
Friday, 8 a.m.-8 p.m., and 
Sunday from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Winter hours, effective later 
in the year, will be Monday 
through Saturday, 8 a.m.-
7 p.m., and Sunday from 9 
a.m.-5 p.m.

John Simmons, Bluffton 
manager of Dicky’s Express 
Car Wash, brings his back-
ground in the service indus-
try to the forefront as he 
takes charge of the local 
operation. He shared his 
enthusiasm for delivering 

exceptional service to the 
residents of Wells County, 
adding, “Your experience at 
Dicky’s will be top-notch, 
and our friendly attendants 
will always be available to 
assist with any questions or 
needs.”

Simmons also highlight-
ed Dicky’s commitment to 
staying local and actively 
engaging with smaller 
towns, local events, and the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

“Indiana is a fantastic 
place to start a business 
and raise a family,” he said. 
“Our mission is not just 
about cars; it’s about being 
active community members 
and ensuring that every-
one has a great time. We 
want people to smile when 
they see Dicky’s Express 

Car Wash, knowing they’ll 
receive an excellent wash, 
exceptional service, and 
a fantastic overall experi-
ence.”

For more information 
about Dicky’s Express Car 
Wash and their services, 
please visit dickyscarwash.
com.
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Police Notebook

Scott A. Hartman, 63
Scott A. Hartman, 63, passed 

away Saturday evening, Sept. 23, 
2023, at IU Health Ball Memorial 
Hospital in Muncie.

Scott was born in Bluffton on 
Jan. 25. 1960, to William “Bill” 
and Virginia (Payne) Hartman. 
Both his parents preceded him in 
death.

A 1978 graduate of Bluffton 
High School, Scott continued 
his education at the University 
of Indiana where he acquired a 
degree in accounting in 1982. He worked for K-Mart 
corporation for 29 years, and later worked for Futaba 
Indiana of America Corporation in Vincennes. He was 
involved with the Jaycees in Princeton, Ind., where he 
also served as president for a year. He enjoyed the out-
doors, hunting, fishing, and camping. He also enjoyed 
coin collecting, war history, reading, and his family 
reunions. 

Survivors include a sister, Gail (Steve) Gronau of Fort 
Wayne; a nephew, Kyle Beers; a great-niece, Zada Ford; 
and a special friend, Cindy Higgins of Jonesboro, Ind.

In addition to his parents, Scott was preceded in 
death by a nephew, Gavin Beers.

Visitation will be held Friday, Sept. 29, 2023, from 
11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m., at Goodwin – Cale & Harnish 
Memorial Chapel in Bluffton, immediately followed by a 
funeral service at 2:00 p.m., at the funeral home. Tony 
Garton will officiate. Burial will follow at Six Mile Cem-
etery in Bluffton. 

Memorial in Scott’s memory can be made to the 
American Diabetes Association.

OBITUARIES

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

We Will

Custom Build

Any Size

Call for all your building needs! www.arnoldlumber.webs.com

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

Serving Southern Mich.,

Ohio, Indiana &

Northern Kentucky

Pole Buildings

Pole Buildings

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

arnold_lumber@yahoo.com

Check Us Out 
on Facebook

Hours: Mon-Thurs 7AM-5PM
Fri 7AM-4:30PM • Sat 7AM-11:30AM
260-724-3108 • Fax 260-724-4505

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

Arnold Lumber Co.

Arnold Lumber Co.

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

425 S. Winchester St., Decatur, IN

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service
MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

Preston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

COUNTRY ROAD PRIMITIVES
Gifts, Home Decor & BereavementGifts, Home Decor & Bereavement

2446 E 350 N, Bluff ton, IN • 260-273-0222

September 29th and 30th •10 am - 4 pm

Come check out our Fall Decor for 
all your fall decorating.

Free Smelly Jelly with a purchase of 
$25.00 or more.

Huge Selection, Lower Prices.

Fall Open House

Charles E. Shively

Bluffton North Apostolic Christian Church, 
630 E. Dustman Rd. • Bluffton, IN

Calling and 
Memorial Service: 

Calling: 5:30 -6:50 p.m.
Service: 7:00 p.m.

Monday Oct. 2, 2023

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922
St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton

824-3852

Robert E. 
“Bob” Powell

Calling: 5-8 p.m.
Wednesday, September 
27 at the funeral home.

Funeral: Private 
Family Burial.

Pictured in the photo from 
left, Kevin Sills of Farm 
Bureau Insurance, Kody 
Kumfer of Forgotten Children 
Worldwide, Piercen Harnish 
of Shelton Financial, Alyssa 
Brown of Archbold & Lewis, 
Trent Bucher of Honegger of 
Ringger & Co, Jeff Byanski of 
Dicky’s Express Car Wash, 
Keith Muhlenkamp of First 
Merchants Bank, Janessa 
Kipp of Dicky’s Express Car 
Wash, Doug Fear of Edward 
Jones, John Simmons of 
Dicky’s Express Car Wash, 
Gina Hon of First Merchants 
Bank, Heather Morgan of 
National Oil & Gas, Wells 
County Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Erin 
Prible, and Kevin Pritchard 
of Ruoff Mortgage. (Photo 
submitted)

Dicky’s Express Car Wash celebrates ribbon cutting

INCIDENTS
City:
Friday, 2:07 p.m., Bluff-

ton Street Fair Office. Purse 
found. 

Friday, 2:12 p.m., Police 
Department. Report of a 
possible missing purse. 

Friday, 2:40 p.m., 211E 
Market St. Vehicle parked 
in a tow away zone. Owner 
agreed to move it. 

Friday, 3:59 p.m., Pak A 
Sak North. Vehicle parked 
blocking traffic. 

Friday, 4:36 p.m., North 
Scott Street and East Wabash 
Street. Property damage 
accident.

Friday, 7:05 p.m., Dollar 
General. Found bag. 

Friday, 7:41 p.m., North 
Main Street and East Mar-
ket Street. Juvenile called to 
report she had been hit by 
another juvenile.

Friday, 4:58 p.m., resi-
dence on South Morgan 
Street. Caller reported she 
had been receiving spam 
calls which have become 
threatening.

Friday, 8:39 p.m., Hard-
ees. Parking problem. Vehi-
cle towed. 

Friday, 10:02 p.m., News-
Banner Publications. Report 
of someone laying on the 
ground covered in a blanket. 
Subject advised they were 
fine and were trying to get to 
their father’s house. Officer 
provided directions.

Friday, 11:11 p.m., North 
Main Street and East Ind. 
124. Trailer unhooked from 
pick-up truck. Assisted in 
moving the trailer from 
oncoming traffic.

Friday, 11:12 p.m., West 
Market Street and North 
Johnson Street. Found wal-
let.

Friday, 11:24 p.m., South 
Main Street and East Wash-
ington Street. Found debit 
card. 

Saturday, 12:42 a.m., 
West Jefferson Street and 
Beth Avenue. Traffic stop. 
Drug smell reported in 
vehicle. Citation issued 
for driving without a valid 
license.

Saturday, 1:01 a.m., 
North Johnson Street and 
West Perry Street. Report of 
three women and one male 
fighting and threatening 
each other. 

Saturday, 4:57 a.m., 
South Scott Street and East 
Washington Street. Citation 
issued for driving the wrong 
way on a one way street. 

Saturday, 1:04 p.m., resi-
dence on South Johnson 
Street. Vehicle vandalized 
during the night.

Saturday, 1:21 p.m., 
North Marion Street and 
West Wabash Street. Woman 
reported a vehicle was 
parked in the spot she paid 
for. The subject came and 
moved the vehicle. 

Saturday, 1:47 p.m., 
North Williams Street and 
West Perry Street. Parking 
problem. Vehicle towed.

Saturday, 2:59 p.m., 
Pak A Sak North. Multiple 
cars left in the lot. Vehicles 
towed. 

Saturday, 4:03 p.m., Par-
lor City Plaza. Report of a 
child missing from the fair. 
Child found and returned to 
father. 

Saturday, 4:47 p.m., Pak 
A Sak North. Parking prob-
lem. Owner moved the vehi-
cle.

Saturday, 4:50 p.m., 
North Main Street and East 
Market Street. Report of 
a man approaching chil-
dren with a backpack. Man 
escorted from the fair.

Saturday, 7:32 p.m., 
North Main Street and East 
Market Street. Report of a 
missing juvenile. Juvenile 
located.

Saturday, 9:55 p.m., resi-
dence on South Johnson 
Street. Woman reported 
that a man has been yelling 
out of his car window as he 
drove past.

Sunday, 11:01 a.m., 
South Scott Street and East 
Walnut Street. Vehicle hit 
the barricade. 

Sunday, 1:39 p.m., West 
Water Street and North Oak 
Street. Parking problem. 
Vehicle towed.

Sunday, 1:21 p.m., resi-
dence on West Miller Street. 
Report of two suspects sus-
picious in a parked vehicle. 
Subjects advised they had 
just broken up and were 
waiting on a family member 
to arrive. 

Sunday, 2:01 p.m., Dollar 
General. Found purse. 

Sunday, 7:06 p.m., North 
Main Street and Capri Court. 
Traffic stop. Driver arrested 
for driving while suspended 
with a prior. 

Sunday, 7:26 p.m., 
South Morgan Street and 
West Walnut Street. Report 
of a verbal domestic dis-
pute between a man and a 
woman. The woman advised 
everything was alright and 
they would keep the volume 
down.

Sunday, 8:10 p.m., 
North Main Street and Pre-
mier Avenue. Intoxicated 
male. Arrested for criminal 
trespassing, resisting law 
enforcement, battery to a 
law enforcement officer and 
disorderly conduct.

Monday, 4:33 a.m., South 
Main Street and East Spring 
Street. Citation issued for 
speeding.

Monday, 4:59 a.m., Hon-
eysuckle Lane and Stogdill 
Road. Water in the roadway. 
Confirmed line break.

Monday, 6:54 a.m., Com-
munity Thrift. Individual 
sleeping in a recliner behind 
the store. 

Monday, 10:14 a.m., 
Police Department. Found 
wallet.

County:
Friday, 2:03 p.m., North 

100 West and Ind. 116, 
Uniondale. Officer went to 
Bluffton to get a tire for a 
driver with a blown trailer 
tire.

Friday, 6:25 p.m., South 
700 West and West 700 
South, Warren. Report of a 
hole in the roadway. County 
highway notified and closed 
road until repairs can be 
made.

Friday, 7:41 p.m., 4384 
South 300 West, Poneto. 
Report of a vehicle striking 
a pole, power company on 
scene to fix pole.

Friday, 9:59 p.m., West 
900 North and North 400 
West, Markle. Report of a 
vehicle in ditch unattended. 
Owner contacted.

Friday, 10:56 p.m., 4200 
Ind. 116, Bluffton. Caller 
reported hearing someone 
yelling “help me” from 
a distance. Officers were 
unable to locate any yell-
ing.

MONTPELIER, Ind. (AP) — A teenager working for a 
tree-trimming service died in northeastern Indiana when a 
log rolled out of a trailer and struck him, authorities said.

Braeden Depew, 18, of Kokomo was pronounced dead at 
the scene Saturday morning on Montpelier's west side, said 
Blackford County Coroner Zach Crouch. He said Depew 
was fatally injured when a log shifted, rolled out of a dump 
trailer and struck him.

Crouch said Depew died as a result of blunt force trauma 
to the upper body, The Star Press reported.

Montpelier police are investigating Depew's death with 
the coroner's office.

The town of Montpelier is located about 35 miles south 
of Fort Wayne.

Teen working for
tree-trimming service 
killed when log hit him

Bison yoga at Ouabache park
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Let’s stipulate that many serious issues 
demand our nation’s attention. A looming 
government shutdown is surely one. Wheth-
er to continue funding for Ukraine is another. 
Lower in importance is the Senate’s unwrit-
ten dress code, which, effective immediately, 
no longer exists.

All may come as they are or, in John Fet-
terman’s case, worse. Fetterman, who proud-
ly outfits himself as the biggest schlump 
ever to enter the Russell Senate Building, 
reported to his job dressed in sweats, top and 
bottom. Frankenstein would be offended.

As little as I have loved Republicans the 
past few years, coinciding with the rise of our own 
little autocrat, at least Donald Trump knows how to 
dress. I can’t imagine that even he would demean his 
office or his country by dressing down, as is now the 
“code” for senators. Clothes might not make the man 
or woman, but they do tell us a great deal about them. 
You don’t have to be rich to dress well. You just have 
to own a mirror and observe a few rules.

When I walk through airports or malls (if you put a 
gun to my head), I can’t help wondering what people 
are thinking when they leave the house. “Americans 
are a bunch of slobs,” my father used to say. He hadn’t 
seen anything. As a member of the Greatest Genera-
tion, he wore the Army Air Corps uniform with pride 
and later went to his office wearing a suit or at least 
a blazer, trousers and always a tie, depending on his 
calendar. He was a lawyer and dressed accordingly, as 
standards of the day demanded.

I suppose I learned my Ps and Qs from him. He 
was a bachelor during several of our years together 
— at first a young widower and, subsequently, a serial 
divorcee — and he was freakishly tidy. I come by my 
OCD honestly. His Mirado No. 1 pencils were always 
sharp and at the ready for his daily crossword puzzle. 
His clothes hung neatly in his closet, organized by 
color. He was a stickler for two things: truth and gram-
mar. To hear Americans speak today, you’d think no 
one had ever read a book. And honesty seems to be out 
of vogue.

But I digress. I’m not nearly as judgmental as my 
father was. Thanks to the near universality of tattoos 
and piercings, neither of which I’ll ever understand, 
I’ve learned not to judge anyone by appearance alone. 
Where I draw the line is when I’m paying someone 
to do a job, whereupon I expect them to dress appro-

priately. Except for the Supreme Court, whose 
justices are liberated from sartorial concerns, 
there is no more august body in the United 
States than the Senate. Senators should no 
more come to the chamber wearing a jogging 
suit than they should wear a tuxedo to play ten-
nis — though that could be cute.

We citizens, after all, employ the often-
ridiculous members of the House and Sen-
ate. In some cases, dressing down suits their 
behavior perfectly. The low-cut tops of Rep. 
Lauren Boebert (R-Colo.) come to mind. Try to 
imagine the always well-dressed former House 
speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) similarly 

attired. I doubt we’ll see Boebert climb to the leader-
ship position. Though who knows? Pennsylvania 
elected Fetterman.

I know, I know, much ado. But when conducting 
the nation’s business, shouldn’t people be expected to 
display adult dress? I vote yes.

It’s a matter of manners. When guests are asked to 
dress up for cocktails and dinner, the assumption is 
that people will put on their best behavior along with 
their good clothes. Most people try to dress up for their 
worship services. (Though a young woman I recently 
saw line up for Communion at Westminster Abbey in 
London looked as though she was taking a quick break 
from the trade. I have a photo.)

I once had the pleasure of chatting with Letitia 
Baldrige, Jackie Kennedy’s social secretary, who said, 
“Manners are nothing but consideration and kindness.” 
This includes how one presents oneself to the world. 
I see Fetterman and conclude that he cares nothing 
about others.

Not long ago while walking through the Charlotte 
airport observing wardrobes that seemed designed for 
napping, I spotted a woman in a pretty dress. Her hair 
was “fixed,” as we say, and she wore a tasteful touch 
of makeup. I couldn’t help myself and sprinted over 
to tell her how nice she looked and how lovely it was 
to see someone who had taken the time to dress. She 
was radiant with appreciation. (So, of course, I asked 
where she had gotten her dress.)

Call me old-fashioned, but please join me in urging 
our senators to wear clothes appropriate for work. This 
tiny concession to decorum would demonstrate respect 
for the offices they hold and the nation they represent 
and their consideration of others — especially us.

kathleenparker@washpost.com.

Kathleen
Parker

Dressing down for the Senate 
is just bad manners

 To understand why 
Donald Trump is once again 
skipping a Republican presi-
dential debate, realize that 
the conventional way of 
looking at the GOP’s nomi-
nation contest has things 
largely backward. Trump’s 
standing in the polls is less 
about his strength than about 
the weakness of the rest of 
the field — and the tradi-
tional Republican Party.

Trump wants his foes to 
stay weak. By not showing up, he 
reduces them to squabbling bit play-
ers trying to bring each other down 
while the major contenders offer pale 
imitations of his own message and 
values.

Republican voters once open to 
someone other than the former presi-
dent are concluding that if they’re 
going to get Trumpism, they might 
as well go with the guy who invented 
it. And they’re getting little useful 
advice from party leaders who — as 
Sen. Mitt Romney (R-Utah) told his 
biographer McKay Coppins — see 
Trump as a disaster but are too timid 
to say so publicly.

It didn’t have to be like this, 
because the strength of Trump’s lock 
on the party is vastly exaggerated.

Sure, Trump has an unshakable 
base, those who would stick with 
him if he were indicted a dozen more 
times. But that hard core accounts for 
no more than about 35 percent of the 
Republican primary electorate. There 
really is (or was) room for someone 
else to break through.

But not one of them has inspired 
real excitement, and the politician 
who once seemed best placed to take 
on Trump, Florida Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis, has had a miserable year.

As a result, Trump has been able 
to combine his base with a fair share 
of the largest group of Republicans: 
those with a more or less positive 

view of the former president 
but willing to support some-
one else.

Not so long ago, such 
Republicans were flocking to 
others, particularly DeSan-
tis. Trump seemed anything 
but inevitable at the begin-
ning of 2023. Many in the 
party blamed him (and the 
candidates he backed) for its 
disappointing showing in the 
2022 midterms.

A mid-January poll for 
the Bulwark by North Star Opinion 
Research and GOP pollster Whit 
Ayres found that when Republicans 
were offered a choice among DeSan-
tis, Trump and “another candidate,” 
44 percent picked DeSantis to 28 per-
cent for Trump and 10 percent for the 
unnamed alternative. When the other 
potential GOP candidates were listed 
by name, DeSantis led Trump by 39 
percent to 28 percent.

Other polling early in the year 
generally showed Trump ahead, but 
mostly not by his currently prohibi-
tive margin. On Sunday, the Real-
ClearPolitics polling average put 
Trump at 57.5 percent, DeSantis at 
13.3 percent, Vivek Ramaswamy at 
7 percent, Nikki Haley at 5.2 percent 
and everyone else below 5 percent.

The sad news for the country is 
that Republicans let a real chance to 
end Trump’s career slip away. The 
opportunity might not come around 
again. Critics of the GOP enjoy 
observing that the more Trump is 
indicted, the more Republican vot-
ers flock to him. The timelines of his 
growing lead and his expanding list 
of felony counts do overlap, but there 
are better explanations for his come-
back.

The most obvious is that his 
primary foes have plainly failed to 
impress voters. At least as important, 
they and Trump’s (often secret) party 
critics were unwilling to risk enrag-

ing him and his supporters. So they 
held back from throwing knockout 
punches when Trump was on the 
ropes. That’s no way to beat a brawler 
who’ll do anything to win.

Congressional leaders also seem 
to have calculated that their hopes of 
keeping their narrow House majority 
and winning back the Senate depend 
on voters whom Trump can draw to 
the polls — and traditional conserva-
tives cannot. Trump is rubbing that 
in by forgoing the Wednesday debate 
in favor of a trip to Michigan, where 
he’ll pretend to be a friend of the 
state’s autoworkers. He was, in fact, 
a very antilabor president, but he sure 
knows how to play roles on TV.

The party’s paralyzing Trump 
dependency has only grown with its 
ongoing loss of middle-of-the-road 
suburban voters, small-c conser-
vatives temperamentally who are 
skeptical of a contemporary Big-C 
Conservatism increasingly shaped by 
the Far Right.

The journey of suburban Mont-
gomery County outside of Philadel-
phia is a microcosm of the GOP’s 
troubles. In 1988, George H.W. 
Bush, the paragon of old-style mod-
erate conservatism, won 60 percent 
of the county’s vote, carrying Penn-
sylvania and the presidential elec-
tion. In 2020, Trump got just over 
36 percent, losing the state and the 
presidency.

In the short term, Republican 
strategists see no path to rebuilding a 
more moderate coalition. The party’s 
primary electorate is concluding that 
in a closely divided country, Trump 
is about as electable as any of his 
less-than-stellar rivals. The candidates 
who gather on Wednesday at the 
Reagan Library in California need 
to grasp that they’re on the verge of 
allowing the most dangerous man in 
American politics one more shot at 
power.

Follow E.J. Dionne @EJDionne on X

E.J. 
Dionne

Trump isn’t as strong as he looks — 
his GOP rivals are letting him win

A shutdown of the federal government, even if only 
temporary, would needlessly disrupt the lives of public 
employees and citizens who depend on government 
services. But, despite a flurry of activity on Capitol 
Hill, such a calamity remains all too possible next 
month.

The explanation is 
tiresomely familiar: the 
obstructionism of a small 
band of hard-line House 
Republicans. On Thursday 
these dissenters embar-
rassed Speaker Kevin McCarthy by blocking consid-
eration of a Pentagon funding bill, the second such 
vote in a week. Opposition from extreme right-wing 
members is also complicating McCarthy’s attempt to 
advance a continuing resolution, a stopgap measure to 
keep the government operating after Sept. 30.

Ideally McCarthy would be able to attract Demo-
cratic votes to protect the national interest, as he did in 
May when the House approved legislation to suspend 
the debt ceiling and forestall a default. That vote was a 
model of the sort of bipartisan compromise that should 
be the norm in a divided Congress.

But proposals by House Republicans for a continuing 
resolution — needed because of a lack of progress on 
specific appropriations bills — offer Democrats little 
incentive to come to McCarthy’s rescue.

The latest proposal, discussed at a House Republican 
conference meeting on Wednesday, reportedly is for a 
31-day stopgap funding bill that would impose limits 
on spending more restrictive than what Democrats 
want and include measures to curb immigration. Mc-
Carthy has sought to link the stopgap measure to some 
of the provisions of a bill passed by the House, which 
includes a resumption of construction of a border wall 
and restrictions on asylum.

Even if Democrats were willing to support a con-
tinuing resolution, a decision by McCarthy to rely on 
Democratic votes probably would increase the possi-
bility of an attempt by extreme Republicans to unseat 
him from the leadership role he narrowly achieved on 
the 15th ballot.

An additional complication is the decision by former 
President Trump, who is a favorite of many House Re-
publicans, to inject himself into the shutdown debate. 
On Wednesday Trump posted this call to arms on Truth 
Social: “A very important deadline is approaching at 
the end of the month. Republicans in Congress can and 
must defund all aspects of Crooked Joe Biden’s weap-
onized Government that refuses to close the Border and 
treats half the Country as Enemies of the State. This is 
also the last chance to defund these political prosecu-
tions against me and other Patriots.”

(In fact, it’s unlikely that a shutdown would interfere 
with the federal prosecutions of Trump. Just add that to 
the ever-growing pile of the former president’s lies and 
distortions.)

McCarthy might still cobble together enough votes 
to win the support of a majority of Republicans for a 
continuing resolution, which would then have to be 
reconciled with or replaced by what is likely to be a 
less extreme Senate version.

Yet if dissenters continue to stymie his efforts, the 
speaker should stop accommodating them and reach 
out to Democrats as he did when he secured an agree-
ment with the White House on suspending the debt 
ceiling. By now McCarthy should have realized that 
placating the extremists in his ranks — including by 
announcing a meritless impeachment inquiry into 
Biden — only emboldens them.

THE LOS ANGELES TIMES
Distributed by The Associated Press

Kevin McCarthy and likely 
government shutdown

Other
Opinions

By The Associated Press
Today is Tuesday, Sept. 

26, the 269th day of 2022. 
There are 96 days left in the 
year.

Today’s Highlight in His-
tory: On Sept. 26, 1960, the 
first-ever debate between 
presidential nominees took 
place as Democrat John F. 
Kennedy and Republican 
Richard M. Nixon faced off 
before a national TV audi-
ence from Chicago.

On this date:
In 1777, British troops 

occupied Philadelphia dur-
ing the American Revolu-
tion.

In 1888, poet T.S. Eliot 
was born in St. Louis, Mis-
souri.

In 1954, the Japanese 
commercial ferry Toya 
Maru sank during a typhoon 

in the Tsugaru Strait, claim-
ing more than 1,150 lives.

In 1986, William H. 
Rehnquist was sworn in 
as the 16th chief justice of 
the United States, while 
Antonin Scalia joined the 
Supreme Court as its 103rd 
member.

In 1990, the Motion Pic-
ture Association of America 
announced it had created 
a new rating, NC-17, to 
replace the X rating.

In 1991, four men and 
four women began a two-
year stay inside a sealed-off 
structure in Oracle, Arizona, 
called Biosphere 2. They 
emerged from Biosphere on 
this date in 1993.

In 1996, President Clinton 
signed a bill ensuring two-
day hospital stays for new 
mothers and their babies.
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Refining PSA tests to diagnose cancer
Also: Dance to protect memory

Question: My father and my 
older brother were diagnosed 
with prostate cancer. I am worried 
I will develop it, too. With all the 
debate about how reliable PSA 
tests are, what other diagnostic 
tests are available? — Eugene K., 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Answer: You are smart to pay 
attention to your prostate health. 
Having a father or a brother with 
prostate cancer more than doubles 
your chances of developing it. 
And if multiple relatives have had 
it, that boosts your risk even more.

A PSA (prostate-specific 
antigen) blood test may indicate 
that you have prostate cancer — 
but if your PSA level is elevated, 
that can also indicate an enlarged 
or inflamed prostate. That’s why 
it is so exciting that there are five 
new tests that you can ask your 
doctor about having.

• If you have an elevated PSA 
test result, you can follow up with 
a 4K score test. It can let you know 
how great your risk of aggressive 
prostate cancer is — and if you 
can skip a prostate biopsy.

• The Prostate Health Index 
is a combination of three blood 
tests. It can confirm if a biopsy 
is needed following a PSA test 
showing elevated levels.

• There’s a urine test for a gene 
called PCA3 — which is in over 
90 percent of prostate cancer 
tissue but not normal tissue. If you 
have a negative prostate biopsy, it 
can indicate that you should have 
another one.

• A ConfirmMDx test is done 
on biopsy samples that registered 
clear to determine if another 
biopsy is needed. 

• And once you have a biopsy 
that indicates the presence of 

cancer, genetic tests of the tissue 
can determine how aggressive the 
cancer is. Prolaris and Oncotype 
DX Genomic Prostate Score are 
two such tests.

The bottom line: If you are high 
risk for prostate cancer, have your 
PSA level checked annually and 
talk to your doctor about follow-
up using these advanced molecular 
tests that refine diagnosis and 
treatment options.

* * *
Question: Is there some concise 

way to understand what it takes 
to avoid memory problems and 
dementia? I feel so overwhelmed 
by all the advice I read. — Suzanne 
R., Los Angeles

Answer: Great question with 
a simple answer: YES! At 
LongevityPlaybook.com, we 
show you how to use lifestyle 
choices to protect your brain 
power. And D.A.N.C.E.R.S. is 
an easy way to remember what 
you need to do to protect your 
cognition.

But first — dancing has been 
shown to improve mood, visual 
recognition and decision-making, 
as well as reduce stress and 
stimulate growth of new neural 
connections in your brain. 

However, today we’re talking 
about D.A.N.C.E.R.S.:

• Disease management: 
controlling your blood sugar, 
blood pressure, lousy LDL 
cholesterol levels and your weight. 
And it’s not that hard to do when 
you embrace the next step.

• Activity: being consistently 
physically active, using aerobic 
and strength-building exercise 
along with a lot of everyday 
motions like walking, gardening, 
housecleaning, stair climbing, etc.

• Nutrition: a nutritionally 
smart, plant-based diet nurtures 
your brain. That includes 100 
percent whole grains, fatty fish 
like salmon and fresh fruits and 
vegetables. Be sure to ditch red 
and processed meats and highly 
processed, sugar-added foods.

• Cognitive stimulation: That 
means reading, learning, and 
playing speed of processing 
games.

• Engagement with others. You 
want to make sure you’re not 
lonely or isolated and develop a 
posse — a group of folks you can 
interact with regularly.

• Relaxation: Chronic stress is 
a brain-duller, affecting mood, 
perception, and engagement with 
others. Yoga, meditation and 
reading can help you stay calm 
and open.

• Sleep: Enough quality sleep 
helps your brain clear out toxins, 
reduce stress, and promotes 
intellectual flexibility, acuity, and 
function.

For more details on how to 
enact these DANCER steps, go 
to LongevityPlaybook.com — we 
offer 40 ways to help you keep 
your brain young.

Mehmet Oz, M.D. and  
Mike Roizen, M.D.

ALL FOR ONE PRODUCTIONS,
FORT WAYNE

www.allforonefw.org
ALLEN COUNTY

WAR MEMORIAL COLISEUM
  Johnny Appleseed Festival, 

Sept. 16-17; Fort Wayne Rubber 
Stamp and Scrapbook Getaway, 
Oct. 6-7; Fall Bridal Spectacular, 
Oct. 8; Gun and Knife Show, Oct. 
14-15; Brickworld Fort Wayne, 
Oct. 14-15; Cole Swindell, Oct. 19. 
www.memorialcoliseum.com

ARENA DINNER THEATER,
FORT WAYNE

“Murder on the Orient Express,” 
Oct. 27-Nov. 11; “One Christmas 
Eve at Evergreen Mall,” Dec. 1-17; 
“*LMNOP,” Jan. 19-28; “Funny 
Money,” March 1-16; “A Delightful 
Quarantine,” April 19-May 4; “The 
Drowsy Chaperone,” June 14-29. 
www.arenadinnertheatre.org

CLYDE THEATRE,
FORT WAYNE

Bruce Hornsby & the Noise-
makers: Sept. 17; Big Bad Voodoo 
Daddy, Sept. 22; Brian Culbertson, 
Sept. 20; Righteous Brothers, Oct. 
7; Pat Metheny, Oct. 8; Static X and 
Sevendust, Oct. 18; Larry Fleet, Oct. 
20; Kings Kaleidoscope, Oct. 22; 
Mania — the ABBA tribute, Oct. 
24; Rod Tuffcurls and the Bench 
Press, Oct. 27; Marshall Tucker 
Band, Nov. 11; Brit Floyd, Nov. 12; 
Brian Regan (comedy), Dec. 7; Foy 
Vance, Jan 28. ClydeTheatre.com or 
at 1-800-514-3849.

EMBASSY THEATER,
FORT WAYNE

Michael Glibicki and Dirk Miller, 
Sept 21; Kevin James: “The Irre-
gardless Tour,” Sept 29; Encanto: 
The Sing-Along Film Concert,” 
Sept. 30; An Evening With Ashan-
ti, Oct 13; Music Lovers Lounge, 
Oct. 13; “Harry Chapin at 80,” Oct. 
18; “The Price Is Right Live — 
On Stage,” Oct. 19;  KIDZ BOP: 
Nov. 10; Joe Bonamassa, Nov. 17; 
“The Hip Hop Nutcracker (Tour-
ing),” Dec. 5; Straight No Chaser: 
“Sleighin It Tour,” Dec. 20; “Napo-
leon Dynamite Live!,” Jan. 18. 
http://fwembassytheatre.org/events

FIRE AND LIGHT
PRODUCTIONS

“And Then There Were None,” 
Nov. 9-11, PPG Arts Lab, 300 E. 
Main St., Fort Wayne; “Elf Jr.,” 
Dec. 14-16, Arts United Center, 

303 E. Main St., Fort Wayne; “The 
Sound of Music,” Jan. 18-20, Arts 
United Center, 303 E. Main St.. 
Fort Wayne; “Finding Nemo Jr., 
April 11-13, Arts United enter, 303 
E. Main St., Fort Wayne. Tickets at 
fireandlightproductions.com.

1ST PRESBYTERIAN THE-
ATRE,

FORT WAYNE
Head Over Heels: Oct. 13-21; 

firstpresfortwayne.org/theater/
BOTANICAL CONSERVATORY,

FORT WAYNE
“An Herban Garden Exhibit,”  

through Nov. 12. www.botanical-
conservatory.org

 FOELLINGER OUTDOOR
THEATER, FORT WAYNE

 Star Wars: The Empire Strikes 
Back with Fort Wayne Philharmon-
ic, Sept. 16. Info: (260) 427-6715 or 
FortWayneParks.org

CIVIC THEATER,
FORT WAYNE

“Shrek: The Musical,” Nov. 4-19; 
“The Color Purple,” Feb. 9-18, 
2024; “Six Degrees of Separation,” 
March 15-24; “Jersey Boys,” May 
4-19.. Arts United Center box office 
260-424-5220; info at www.fwcivic.
org.

FORT WAYNE
MUSEUM OF ART

Open Tuesday through Saturday, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (until 8 p.m. on 
Thursdays, noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. 
www.fwmoa.org

FURTH CENTER, 
ANGOLA

Get the Lead Out: Oct. 14; Mick-
ey Dolenz: Oct. 27; trine.edu/furth

HONEYWELL CENTER &
EAGLES THEATRE, WABASH

Honeywell Center: Lyle Lovette: 
Oct. 26; Chapel Hart: Sept. 29; Ken-
tucky Headhunters: Sept. 30; Clint 
Black: Oct. 28; Haunted Illusions, 
Oct. 29; Bored Teachers Comedy 
Tour, Nov. 17; Prairie Home Holi-
day, Nov. 29; Cirque Dreams Hol-
idaze: Dec. 5; Four Horsemen: Dec. 
7; American Girl Live Concert, Dec. 
15; Thunderstruck, Jan. 20; Dino-
saur World Live: Jan. 26; Little 
River Band, Feb. 2; 360 Allstars, 
Feb. 3; Princess Bride/Cary Elwes; 
1954 The Tribute: March. 2; Tommy 
Jones/The Shondells: March 30; 
Eagles Theatre: Glenn Miller 
Orchestra: Sept.26;  Chelcie Lynn: 

Oct, 5; Judy Garland impersonator, 
Oct. 10; Joanne Shaw Taylor: Oct. 
12; Martin Barre, Oct. 19; Nelson: 
Jan, 18; Sons of Mystro, Feb. 8; 
Michael Palascak: Feb. 14;  https://
www.boxofficeticketsales.com/hon-
eywell-center

PURDUE-FORT WAYNE
THEATER

Productions at Williams Theatre 
on the Purdue-FW campus. www.
pfw.edu/visual-performing-arts.

SCIENCE CENTRAL,
FORT WAYNE

1950 N. Clinton St. in Fort 
Wayne. Hours 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Wednesday through Friday, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Saturday and noon to 5 
p.m. Sunday. Info at 260-424-2400 
or at www.sciencecentral.org

SWEETWATER SOUND,
FORT WAYNE

 Performance Center
Never Break the Chain (Fleet-

wood Mac tribute), Sept. 23; Pink 
Droyd (Pink Floyd tribute band), 
Sept. 30. Tickets: 800-514-3849 or 
eTix

WAGON WHEEL,
WARSAW

“Symphony of the Lakes String 
Quartet,” Sept. 23. Tickets 866-923-
2618 or wagonwheelcenter.org

ABCINEMA,
DECATUR

130 W.  Monroe St., Decatur. 
Information: www.abcinemainc.
com or 260-724-SHOW

BAKER STREET CENTER,
FORT WAYNE

“Brass Metropolis,” a tribute to 
Chicago, Sept. 16; Levon: Sept. 27; 
Addison Agan with Max Lockwood, 
Sept. 29; The Arcadian Wild, Oct. 
21.  www.bakerstreetcentre.com 
www.bakerstreetcentre.com

PIERE’S ENTERTAINMENT
CENTRE, FORT WAYNE

Etix.com

PARKVIEW FIELD,
FORT WAYNE

ticketmaster.com 

LERNER THEATRE, 
ELKHART

Kimball Organ concert/Celia 
Weiss:   Oct. 18, Dec. 20; Chris 
Isaak: Nov. 22; Carpenter Tribute/
Debbie Tayulor: Dec. 7; TheLerner.
com

Area Things to See and Do

Christmas decorations for Ouabache State Park’s 10th Won-
derland of Lights received new coats of paint at a Saturday 
workday at the park in preparation for new LED lights to be 
added. Painters left to right were Kraig Schwartz and Dan 
Buchinger. (Photo by Barbara Barbieri)

Sponsorship opportunities 
for ‘Wonderland of Lights’

Friends of Ouabache 
State Park are offering a 
chance for folks to be a 
“Spirit Sponsor” for their 
10th Wonderland of Lights 
2023 season.

This year the event will 
be open for viewing every 
evening during Decem-
ber. Santa has promised to 
stop by each Saturday eve-
ning and many nights addi-
tional entertainment will be 
offered.

Spirit Sponsorships are 
available for $20, which will 
go toward the purchase of 
a new strand of LED com-
mercial lighting.  (All light-
ing displays will now have 
this newer lighting system.)

Checks may be made 
out to Friends of Ouabache 
State Park and sent to Attn: 
Spirit Sponsor, Friends of 
Ouabache State Park, 4930 
E St Rd. 201, Buffton, IN 

46714. Information should 
include how many strands 
of lights to be sponsored 
and the exact spelling of the 
sponsor (to be listed in  the 
Discover magazine event 
program).

Deadline for sponsorship 
is Nov. 1st.

In addition sponsor-
ships for the actual lighting 
exhibit also are available. 
Sponsors will receive ads in 
the “Wonderland of Lights” 
section of the December 
Discover Ouabache online 
magazine.

Levels of sponsorship 
are: Platinum: $500 (8 1/2 
x 11 ad); Gold: $250 (8 1/2 
x 5 1/2 ad); Silver: $100 (2 
inch banner ad) and Bronze: 
$50 (2  inch seasonal greet-
ing). For more information 
or to arrange to be a sponsor 
call Kathy Schwartz at 260-
341-1971.

Looking for New 
Tires for Your Ride?
   WE HAVE ALL THE MAJOR BRANDS

See Us for All
Makes and Models of

PRODUCTS

HIDAY 
Chrysler  Dodge  Jeep

HIDAY 
CHRYSLER

Your local Mopar Dealer

1791 North Main • Bluff ton • 260.824.1931
www.hidaychryslerdodgejeep.com

~ DISCOVER WHY IT’S BETTER IN BLUFFTON ~

WE HAVE THE PARTS YOU NEED

Here’s the deal. The right 
insurance should help 
you feel confident and 
comfortable. I’m the right 
good neighbor for that.
Call me today.

HOURS
 Thursday - Friday 3:00 - 8:00pm

 Saturday 12:00 - 8:00pm

(765) 727-1027
www.dash90wines.com

zane@dash90wines.com

Rylie Lynn Band Saturday Oct. 28 Concert 5 p.m.

Finest Wine In Wells County!

6750 W 900 S-90 Warren, IN 46792

Upcoming Events 
November 
Saturday 4th 
Drop it like its Tot 4 - 8 p.m. 

October
Saturday 21st 
Texas Tenderloins “Fall Frenzy 
Craft & Vendor Event 2 - 7 p.m.

CALL ISAAC STOLLER
AUCTIONEER • REAL ESTATE BROKER

260.413.3515

CALL ISAAC STOLLER
AUCTIONEER • REAL ESTATE BROKER

260.413.3515260.413.3515

THINKING OF SELLING YOUR LAND?
THE FINEST ASSETS IN THE WORLD, INCLUDING 

FARM LAND, ARE SOLD AT AUCTION!
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By RYAN WALKER
MONROE — Adams Central got 

the best of cross-county rival Norwell 
in three sets in a mostly competitive 
match Monday night.

The No. 9 in 2A Jets (16-9), who 
won the ACAC tournament two days 
prior, were up for the task against a 
growing Knights (14-8) program in 
3A. The first two sets were neck-and-
neck, featuring two Norwell come-
backs. But when the chips were down, 
Adams Central prevailed during 
crunch time.

In the first set, the Knights were 
down 19-13 before a 6-0 run made it a 
game before falling 25-23.

In the second set, the Jets had a 
small advantage throughout, but the 
Knights hung around and went up 
23-22 to take their first late lead.

When it mattered most, Adams 
Central crawled back to steal the lead 
and eventually scored twice in a row to 
win 27-25.

“I think (Adams Central) was a 
little bit better putting the ball down 
sooner than we did,” Norwell head 
coach Kayla Hunter said when asked 
what the Jets did to steal the first two 

sets. “In some of the long rallies, it was 
usually them that were kind of end-
ing it on a block. We just kind of gave 
them easier balls, and they were a little 
bit more aggressive.”

Considering the competitiveness of 
the game at that point, the third set was 
a surprise for Norwell.

Hunter needed a quick timeout after 
her team looked up at a 7-0 thumping 
by Adams Central. The lead would 
grow to 12-0 before scoring the first 
point. The final score ended up at 
25-11 with a much different feel than 
the first two sets.

“Overall, they played some pretty 
good volleyball,” Hunter said. “The 
first two sets were fun, and that just 
kind of makes the third set all the more 
exciting. I told them we could have 
found ourselves down 12-0, and we 
very much could have been winning a 
fifth set — it’s just a very, very weird 
spot to be in.”

Norwell caught a red-hot Adams 
Central team that won four games in a 
row on Saturday to win its conference 
championship, including a two-game 
sweep over South Adams (22-3) in the 
title match.

Facing a ranked opponent at their 
house, competing for two sets, and 
dropping the third the way the Knights 
did provided a no-harm experience out 
of conference.

Hunter said she thought her team 
might have played a little nervous but 
learned how they can play with any-
body.

“I think, in general, they’re pretty 
good fighters, but I think we still kind 
of saw that there’s some more to grow 
there,” Hunter said. “I don’t know if 
they got intimidated at all, maybe, but 
just to know that they have a dog in the 
fight every single game and to have 
some confidence there.”

Norwell will turn around for its next 
big test on the road Tuesday against 
No. 1 in 3A Bellmont. The Braves are 
21-2 on the season.

The match will start at approxi-
mately 7:30 p.m.

Stat leaders for the Knights were 
Vanessa Rosswurm and Rebecca Settle 
with six kills, Macie Saalfrank with 
two aces, Settle with 19 digs, Marlee 
Wenger with 15 assists, and Rosswurm 
with two blocks.

sports@news-banner.com

Norwell’s Emma Vachon (right) spikes the ball against Adams Central’s defenders Hillary Tobias (left) and Lauryn Tester (middle) 
during a nonconference match at The Hangar Monday night. The Jets defeated the Knights in three sets. (Photo by Ryan Walker)

No. 9 Jets sweep Knights at home in 
nonconference volleyball matchup

TUESDAY, SEPT 26
VOLLEYBALL: Bluffton at Heritage, 6 p.m.; Jay County at 

Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, SEPT 27 
BOYS TENNIS: (Sectional at Norwell) Bluffton vs. Bellmont/

Adams Central, 4:30 p.m.; Norwell vs. South Adams, 4:30 p.m.
GIRLS SOCCER: Norwell at Woodlan, 5:30 p.m.
THURSDAY, SEPT 28
BOYS SOCCER: Norwell at Blackford, 6:30 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL:New Haven at Norwell, 7:30 p.m.; Southern 

Wells at Woodlan, 7:30 p.m.
FRIDAY, SEPT 29
FOOTBALL: Norwell at DeKalb, 7 p.m.; Bluffton at Heritage, 

7 p.m.; Adams Central at Southern Wells, 7 [.m.
SATURDAY, SEPT 30 
CROSS COUNTRY (CO-ED): Norwell at NE8 CC 

Championship at Columbia City, 10 a.m.; Bluffton at Bluff-
ton Invitational, 10 a.m.

MONDAY, OCT 2
VOLLEYBALL: Bluffton at Norwell, 7:30 p.m.; Soutern Wells 

at Lakeland Christian, 7:30 p.m.

High School Calendar

Boys’ tennis sectional pairings released
The IHSAA hosted its sectional pairings for the 2023 

boys’ tennis tournament Monday night.
All games will be played at Norwell High School starting 

at 4:30 p.m.
In the five-team field, Adams Central and Bellmont drew 

the only game on Tuesday. The winner will advance to face 
Bluffton in the semi-final on Wednesday.

On the other side of the bracket, Norwell drew South 
Adams in the semi-final on Wednesday.

The championship will be on Thursday.

Knights defeat Vikings in boys’ soccer
Norwell defeated Huntington North in boys’ soccer on 

the road 3-1 Monday night.
With the win, the Knights improved to 5-9-1 (4-3 NE8) 

on the season.
Kyle Morris had a three-goal effort for a hat trick. Lane 

Lewis and Philip Gaier picked up one assist each.
The Vikings won the junior varsity match 5-2. Kale Fuess 

and Brayden Huffman scored the two goals for Norwell.
Norwell will be at Blackford for a varsity-only match 

starting at 5 p.m. Thursday, Sept 28.

Vikings top Knights in girls’ soccer
Norwell lost to Huntington North 1-0 in the final home 

match of the girls’ soccer regular season Monday night.
With the loss, the Knights fell to 10-4-1 (4-3 NE8) on the 

season.
Gracie Rinkenberger made seven saves in net for Nor-

well.
Norwell and Huntington North tied 0-0 in the junior var-

sity match. Abby Wagner and Emma Garner combined for 
the shutout in net.

Norwell will be at Woodlan for the season finale at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, September 28.

Tigers fall to Bulldogs in five sets
The Bluffton volleyball team fell on the road against 

New Haven in a five-set match Monday night.
The Tigers lost the first set 26-24, won the second 25-21, 

won the third 25-12, lost the fourth 25-18, and lost the fifth 
15-10. With the loss, the team’s record is now 9-14.

Stat leaders for the night were Maryn Schreiber with 22 
kills, Haley Gibson with 35 assists, Isabella Stout with five 
aces, Marly Drayer with five aces and 24 digs, and Konley 
Ault with three stuff blocks. 

The junior varsity team lost in two sets (25-21, 25-8).
Stat leaders were Sophie Eisenhut with one kill and one 

stuff block, Isla Gibson with three assists, Rylynn Penick 
and Ella Borror with two aces each and Madelyn Funk with 
six digs. 

Bluffton will be at Heritage at approximately 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 26.

Sports Roundup

Back-to-back ACAC champs
The Bluffton Tigers finally received the trophy for winning the Allen County Athletic Conference in boys’ tennis. Posing with 
the team from left to right: bottom row, Lance Moser, Lincoln Rodgers, Alex Maggard, Nolan Lambert, Graham Linderwell, 
Evan Klopfenstein, and manager Avery Hunt. Second row, Braden Lemler, Kade Abbett, Jacob Ribich, Logan Johnson, 
Jed Logan, and Coy Lantz. Back row, assistant coach Jared Grandlienard, head coach Robert Vanderkolk, Jackson Meyer, 
Anthony Hartman, Ben Maggard, Dane Schlagenhauf, Chase Houser, assistant coach Spencer Schwartz, and assistant 
coach Hunter Cunningham, Not pictured: Grant Reifsteck and manager Gretchen Crist. (Photo provided)

By MICHAEL MAROT 
AP Sports Writer

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — India-
napolis Colts running back Zack Moss 
just wanted a chance to prove himself 
in the NFL.

Now he’s taking full advantage of it.
After missing most of the preseason 

and Indy’s season opener with a bro-
ken forearm, Moss returned last week 
and took all but one Colts offensive 
snap at Houston. His encore perfor-
mance at Baltimore was even more 
impressive — 30 carries for 122 yards 
in Indy’s 22-19 overtime win.

Suddenly, the Colts have another 
solid workhorse back.

“Probably college,” Moss said 
when asked about his last 30-carry day. 
“I knew I was going to have to run the 
ball (because of the wet conditions) 
and that was going to be big for us to 
have a chance to win the game. But I 
couldn’t do anything without the guys 
up in front of me.”

The Colts (2-1) have won two 
straight largely because of Moss, who 
was acquired last year in a midseason 
deal that sent speedy back Nyheim 

Hines to Buffalo.
At the time, it looked like a minor 

move.
But with 2021 NFL rushing champ 

Jonathan Taylor on the physically 
unable to perform list following off-
season ankle surgery — and in the 
midst of a contract dispute -- Moss has 
emerged as the top alternative.

Indy used three running backs in a 
Week 1 loss to defending AFC South 
champion Jacksonville, getting a com-
bined 16 carries for 25 yards.

Moss took over the next week, run-
ning 18 times for 88 yards and a touch-
down in the win at Houston. On Sun-
day, he helped keep Indy close by post-
ing career highs in carries and yards 
while also catching two passes for 23 
yards, including the third TD reception 
of his career.

Without Moss, the Colts wouldn’t 
be leading the division.

“It was incredible,” coach Shane 
Steichen said. “Obviously, he popped 
the big one there at the end where 
he cut it back to get us in (field goal) 
range. Then he had one on our sideline 
where there were about two or three 

guys around him where it looked like 
a minus-yardage play, and then he 
slipped through those guys.”

Taylor could be activated in two 
weeks, and when he rejoins the team, 
Steichen will face one big question: 
How to use the two fourth-year backs 
together?

WHAT’S WORKING
Gardner Minshew. Indy’s backup 

quarterback has been the consummate 
pro since replacing injured rookie 
Anthony Richardson in the second 
quarter at Houston. Aside from step-
ping out of the end zone for a safety 
at Baltimore, he’s avoided the kinds 
of mistakes that usually make teams 
sputter. And he’s helped the Colts win 
twice.

NEXT STEPS
While Indy’s offense has found capa-

ble replacements for Richardson and 
Taylor, the defense has been better than 
advertised. The Colts finished Sunday 
among the top five in sacks (12) and take-
aways (four). If the defense continues 
playing this way and the offense takes 
care of the ball, Indy could have a quicker 
turnaround than anybody anticipated.

Zack Moss’ strong performances lead Colts 
to 2 straight wins and into AFC South lead

By DAVE HOGG 
Associated Press

DETROIT (AP) — Dan Campbell isn’t the type of coach 
to hype up one game on his team’s schedule.

The Detroit Lions’ coach is a firm believer that the most 
important game is the next one, not the sexier matchup a 
few weeks down the road.

This week, though, the next game up and the notable 
opponent are one and the same — Detroit will face the 
Green Bay Packers at Lambeau Field on Thursday night. 
Both teams are 2-1 after wins on Sunday.

“We had a few things we had to clean up, so we just hit 
that quickly, but we know we can’t spend time on Atlan-
ta,” Campbell said. “Our coaches watched as quickly as 
they could, and now everything gets focused on Green 
Bay.”

The rivals will be playing for the early lead in the NFC 
North. Add in the memories of the Lions knocking the Pack-
ers out of the playoffs on Sunday night of Week 18 last sea-
son, and this game is going to have an edge.

“There’s always something special about going to Lam-
beau — I told our rookies they are going to enjoy this,” 
Campbell said. “It doesn’t get any better than this when it 
comes to atmosphere.”

WHAT’S WORKING
The Lions held Atlanta to 183 yards of offense on Sunday, 

the lowest total of Campbell’s three seasons as coach and 
only the second time his team has held an opponent under 
200. Detroit had seven sacks for a total loss of 62 yards.

“We were around the quarterback all day,” he said.
The rush defense also stepped up. The Falcons finished 

with 44 yards on the ground, and Detroit has yet to allow an 
opponent to top 100, a big improvement over recent seasons.

INJURIES
The Lions were already short on the offensive line with 

Taylor Decker (ankle) and Halapoulivaati Vaitai (knee) 
missing Sunday’s game and unlikely to be able to return for 
a Thursday game. Key reserve Matt Nelson (ankle) needs 
surgery on the injury he sustained against Atlanta, so Camp-
bell and his staff will be patching holes as quickly as they 
can.

NEXT STEPS
Get ready as quickly as possible for Green Bay — 

Detroit’s third prime-time game in its last five regular-sea-
son contests. They beat the Packers to finish last season and 
the Chiefs to start this one, so maybe they enjoy the extra 
exposure.

Lions scramble to 
prepare for Packers 
for division lead on 
short game week
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FOOTBALL
  NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
Miami	 3	 0	 0	 1.000	130	 71
Buffalo	 2	 1	 0	 .667	 91	 35
N.Y. Jets	 1	 2	 0	 .333	 42	 61
New England	1	 2	 0	 .333	 52	 59

South
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Indianapolis	2	 1	 0	 .667	 74	 70
Houston	 1	 2	 0	 .333	 66	 73
Jacksonville	1	 2	 0	 .333	 57	 75
Tennessee	 1	 2	 0	 .333	 45	 67

North
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Baltimore	 2	 1	 0	 .667	 71	 55
Cleveland	 2	 1	 0	 .667	 73	 32
Pittsburgh	 2	 1	 0	 .667	 56	 70
Cincinnati	 1	 2	 0	 .000	 46	 67

West
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Kansas City	2	 1	 0	 .667	 78	 40
L.A. Chargers	1	2	 0	 .333	 86	 87
Las Vegas	 1	 2	 0	 .333	 45	 77
Denver	 0	 3	 0	 .000	 69	122

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
Philadelphia	3	 0	 0	 1.000	 84	 59
Dallas	 2	 1	 0	 .667	 86	 38
Washington	2	 1	 0	 .667	 58	 86
N.Y. Giants	 1	 2	 0	 .333	 43	 98

South
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Atlanta	 2	 1	 0	 .667	 55	 54
New Orleans	2	 1	 0	 .667	 53	 50
Tampa Bay	 2	 1	 0	 .667	 58	 59
Carolina	 0	 3	 0	 .000	 54	 81

North
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Detroit	 2	 1	 0	 .667	 72	 63
Green Bay	 2	 1	 0	 .667	 80	 62
Chicago	 0	 3	 0	 .000	 47	106
Minnesota	 0	 3	 0	 .000	 69	 82

West
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

San Francisco	3	0	 0	 1.000	 90	 42
Seattle	 2	 1	 0	 .667	 87	 88
L.A. Rams	 1	 2	 0	 .500	 69	 62
Arizona	 1	 2	 0	 .333	 72	 67

Thursday’s Games
San Francisco 30, N.Y. Giants 12

Sunday’s Games
Buffalo 37, Washington 3
Cleveland 27, Tennessee 3
Detroit 20, Atlanta 6
Green Bay 18, New Orleans 17
Houston 37, Jacksonville 17
Indianapolis 22, Baltimore 19, OT
L.A. Chargers 28, Minnesota 24
Miami 70, Denver 20
New England 15, N.Y. Jets 10
Seattle 37, Carolina 27
Arizona 28, Dallas 16
Kansas City 41, Chicago 10
Pittsburgh 23, Las Vegas 18

Monday’s Games
Philadelphia 25, Tampa Bay 11
Cincinnati 19 L.A. Rams 16

Thursday, Sept. 28
Detroit at Green Bay, 8:15 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 1
Atlanta vs Jacksonville at London, 

GBR, 9:30 a.m.
Baltimore at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Cincinnati at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Denver at Chicago, 1 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Miami at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
Minnesota at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Houston, 1 p.m.
Tampa Bay at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
Washington at Philadelphia, 1 p.m.
Las Vegas at L.A. Chargers, 4:05 

p.m.
Arizona at San Francisco, 4:25 p.m.
New England at Dallas, 4:25 p.m.
Kansas City at N.Y. Jets, 8:20 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 2
Seattle at N.Y. Giants, 8:15 p.m.

BASEBALL
  American League

East Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

z-Baltimore	 97	 59	 .622	 _
z-Tampa Bay	 95	 62	 .605	 2½
Toronto	 87	 69	 .558	 10
New York	 79	 77	 .506	 18
Boston	 76	 80	 .487	 21

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

x-Minnesota	 83	 73	 .532	 _
Cleveland	 74	 83	 .471	 9½
Detroit	 73	 83	 .468	 10
Chicago	 60	 96	 .385	 23
Kansas City	 54	102	 .346	 29

West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Texas	 87	 68	 .561	 _
Houston	 85	 71	 .545	 2½
Seattle	 84	 71	 .542	 3
Los Angeles	 70	 86	 .449	 17½
Oakland	 48	108	 .308	 39½
x-clinched division
z-clinched playoff berth

Sunday’s Games
Chicago White Sox 3, Boston 2, 6 

innings
Toronto 9, Tampa Bay 5
Baltimore 5, Cleveland 1
Arizona 7, N.Y. Yankees 1
Minnesota 9, L.A. Angels 3
Kansas City 6, Houston 5
Texas 9, Seattle 8
Detroit 2, Oakland 0

Monday’s Games
N.Y. Yankees 6, Arizona 4
Texas at L.A. Angels, 9:38 p.m.
Houston at Seattle, 9:40 p.m.
Arizona at Chicago White Sox, ppd.

Tuesday’s Games
Cincinnati (Greene 4-6) at Cleve-

land (Giolito 8-14), 6:10 p.m.
Washington (TBD) at Baltimore 

(Bradish 11-7), 6:35 p.m.
Kansas City (Greinke 1-15) at 

Detroit (Olson 5-7), 6:40 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (King 4-7) at Toronto 

(Gausman 12-9), 7:07 p.m.
Tampa Bay (Civale 7-4) at Boston 

(Houck 5-9), 7:10 p.m.
Arizona (Davies 2-5) at Chicago 

White Sox (Scholtens 1-9), 7:40 p.m.
Oakland (Blackburn 4-6) at Minne-

sota (Ober 7-6), 7:40 p.m.
Texas (TBD) at L.A. Angels (Det-

mers 3-10), 9:38 p.m.
Houston (Javier 9-4) at Seattle 

(Kirby 11-10), 10:05 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games

Arizona at Chicago White Sox, 2:10 
p.m.

Cincinnati at Cleveland, 6:10 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Boston, 6:10 p.m.
Washington at Baltimore, 6:35 p.m.
Kansas City at Detroit, 6:40 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Toronto, 7:07 p.m.
Oakland at Minnesota, 7:40 p.m.
Texas at L.A. Angels, 9:38 p.m.
Houston at Seattle, 9:40 p.m.

 National League
East Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
x-Atlanta	 100	 56	 .641	 _
Philadelphia	 87	 69	 .558	 13
Miami	 81	 75	 .519	 19
New York	 71	 85	 .455	 29
Washington	 69	 88	 .439	 31½

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

z-Milwaukee	 88	 68	 .564	 _
Chicago	 82	 74	 .526	 6
Cincinnati	 80	 77	 .510	 8½
Pittsburgh	 74	 82	 .474	 14
St. Louis	 68	 88	 .436	 20

West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

x-Los Angeles	96	 59	 .619	 _
Arizona	 82	 74	 .526	 14½
San Diego	 77	 79	 .494	 19½
San Francisco	77	 79	 .494	 19½
Colorado	 56	 99	 .361	 40
x-clinched division
z-clinched playoff berth

Sunday’s Games
Washington 3, Atlanta 2, 1st game
Cincinnati 4, Pittsburgh 2
Miami 6, Milwaukee 1
Arizona 7, N.Y. Yankees 1
Chicago Cubs 4, Colorado 3
San Diego 12, St. Louis 2
Philadelphia 5, N.Y. Mets 2
Atlanta 8, Washington 5, 2nd game
L.A. Dodgers 3, San Francisco 2, 

10 innings
Monday’s Games

N.Y. Yankees 6, Arizona 4
San Diego at San Francisco, 9:45 

p.m.
Arizona at Chicago White Sox, ppd.

Tuesday’s Games
L.A. Dodgers (TBD) at Colorado 

(Anderson 0-6), 3:10 p.m., 1st game
Cincinnati (Greene 4-6) at Cleve-

land (Giolito 8-14), 6:10 p.m.
Washington (TBD) at Baltimore 

(Bradish 11-7), 6:35 p.m.
Pittsburgh (Keller 13-9) at Philadel-

phia (Nola 12-9), 6:40 p.m.
Miami (Garrett 9-6) at N.Y. Mets 

(Lucchesi 3-0), 7:10 p.m.
Chicago Cubs (Steele 16-5) at 

Atlanta (Elder 12-4), 7:20 p.m.
Arizona (Davies 2-5) at Chicago 

White Sox (Scholtens 1-9), 7:40 p.m.
St. Louis (Thompson 5-7) at Mil-

waukee (Miley 9-4), 7:40 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers (Miller 10-4) at Colo-

rado (TBD), 8:40 p.m., 2nd game
San Diego (Lugo 7-7) at San Fran-

cisco (Harrison 1-1), 9:45 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games

Arizona at Chicago White Sox, 
2:10 p.m.

Cincinnati at Cleveland, 6:10 p.m.
Washington at Baltimore, 6:35 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia, 6:40 p.m.
Miami at N.Y. Mets, 7:10 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Atlanta, 7:20 p.m.
St. Louis at Milwaukee, 7:40 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at Colorado, 8:40 

p.m.
San Diego at San Francisco, 9:45 

p.m.

BASKETBALL
WNBA

WNBA Playoff Glance
(x-if necessary)
Semifinals
(Best-of-5)
No. 3 Connecticut 1, No. 2 New 

York 0
Sunday, Sept. 24: Connecticut 78, 

New York 63
Tuesday, Sept. 26: Connecticut at 

New York, 8 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 29: New York at Con-

necticut, 7:30 p.m.
x-Sunday, Oct. 1: New York at Con-

necticut, TBD
x-Tuesday, Oct. 3: Connecticut at 

New York, TBD
No. 1 Las Vegas 1, No. 4 Dallas 0
Sunday, Sept. 24: Las Vegas 97, 

Dallas 83
Tuesday, Sept. 26: Dallas at Las 

Vegas, 10 p.m.
Friday, Sept 29: Las Vegas at Dal-

las, 9:30 p.m.
x-Sunday, Oct. 1: Las Vegas at Dal-

las, TBD
x-Tuesday, Oct. 3: Dallas at Las 

Vegas, TBD
Finals
(Best-of-5)
Oct. 8-20

Scoreboard

By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer

IndyCar will return to the Milwau-
kee Mile next season and Texas Motor 
Speedway is off the calendar for the 
first time since 1997 as part of the 
2024 schedule released Monday.

The 17-race schedule features two 
Saturday night races, a $1 million all-
star race in Southern California, 12 
races aired on NBC and a shift of the 
season finale from the Laguna Seca 
road course in California to the down-
town city streets of Nashville.

Gone is the traditional stop at Texas 
Motor Speedway — the oval has 
been on the schedule since IndyCar’s 
first full season in 1997 — as well as 
a shared late-summer weekend with 
NASCAR on the road course at India-
napolis Motor Speedway. NASCAR 
is expected to return to the oval, and 
IndyCar will race the Indianapolis road 
course only once — in May ahead of 
the Indianapolis 500.

Roger Penske, owner of both Indy-
Car and Indianapolis Motor Speedway, 
indicated dropping Texas is likely for 
one year only and because of sched-
uling conflicts. NASCAR on Sunday 
completed its only Cup race of the year 
at Texas, a track that held two annual 
events for nearly two decades.

NASCAR is now eyeing a spring 
date — IndyCar ran at Texas this year 
on April 2 — and moving later in the 

year is difficult because NBC, the 
broadcast partner for both IndyCar and 
NASCAR, takes two weeks off from 
motorsports during the summer Olym-
pics.

“We love to have the Texas event, 
but the television, with the Olympics, 
has really changed the scheduling for 
sports across all different aspects,” 
Penske said. “We couldn’t get together 
with Texas due to a NASCAR event. 
We’ll be back in Texas, hopefully in 
another year, but the Olympics really 
kind of threw a rock into all the sched-
uling of sports right now.”

IndyCar is still finalizing an exhi-
bition race to be held in Argentina 
next season that was not part of Mon-
day’s schedule announcement. Mark 
Miles, president and CEO of Penske 
Entertainment Corp., said Monday he 
expects IndyCar to race in Argentina 
next fall.

“There’s a lot of business points 
for us to work out, for us to fly down 
there. There’s a lot of logistics to wok 
out, a lot of inflation in Argentina right 
now that has to be hedged or man-
aged,” Miles said. “Not a week goes 
by we aren’t trying to get this over the 
line.”

Milwaukee returns to the sched-
ule for the first time since 2015 for a 
doubleheader held Labor Day week-
end. The track first hosted IndyCar in 
1939, and Rodger Ward (seven wins), 

Michael Andretti (five wins), Bobby 
Unser (four wins) Mario Andretti, A.J. 
Foyt, Gordon Johncock, Johnny Ruth-
erford, Tom Sneva, Paul Tracy and Al 
Unser have won on the 1-mile oval.

Sebastien Bourdais won the final 
IndyCar race at the track in West Allis, 
Wisconsin.

“There is such a great tradition 
and history of IndyCar racing at the 
Milwaukee Mile, and we are excited 
to build on that legacy,” said Penske 
said. “We appreciate all the loyal and 
passionate IndyCar fans in Milwaukee 
and across the state of Wisconsin, and 
thanks to our partnership with the Wis-
consin State Fair Park, we can’t wait to 
return to the Mile next season.”

The season begins March 10 on the 
downtown streets of St. Petersburg, 
Florida, and ends Sept. 15 on Nash-
ville’s downtown streets.

IndyCar is coming off its most-
watched season on record with an 
average Total Audience Delivery of 
1.32 million viewers. It marked the 
third consecutive year of viewership 
growth across NBC Sports platforms, 
including a record audience streaming 
IndyCar on NBC’s streaming service, 
Peacock.

IndyCar next year will have two 
races streamed only: Toronto and 
the first race at Milwaukee. All prac-
tices and qualifying sessions will be 
streamed on Peacock.

IndyCar to return to Milwaukee Mile in 2024, 
Texas off schedule for first time since 1997

By MICHAEL MAROT 
AP Sports Writer

SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) — The 
anguish was evident all over coach 
Marcus Freeman’s face Saturday night.

Notre Dame needed one stop to beat 
then-No. 6 Ohio State for the first time 
since 1936, and yet it couldn’t finish 
the job.

Instead, a series of miscues over 
the final, frantic minutes allowed the 
Buckeyes to keep their perfect sea-
son and playoff hopes intact with an 
improbable 17-14 victory that will 
force the Fighting Irish to search for 
answers this week.

“As I just told the team, it’s disap-
pointing,” Freeman said before seeing 
his team fall two spots to No. 11 in the 
new Associated Press Top 25. “We had 
a lot of opportunities to win that game 
and then we didn’t. Credit to them for 
continuing to battle back and be resil-
ient when we went up. We’ve got to 
finish that game.”

Chalk it up as yet another learning 
experience for the second-year Irish 
coach and his players, who now have 
a solution to avoiding getting caught 
with 10 players on the field again — as 
happened twice Saturday and also ear-
lier this season against Tennessee State.

On Monday, Freeman told ESPN 
there will be a signal to draw a penalty, 
stopping play so coaches can get their 
full defensive allotment on the field. 
Freeman said Saturday he didn’t take 
the penalty because he didn’t want to 
move the ball 1/2 yard closer to the 
goal line in the waning seconds.

“By the time we realized -- it got 
communicated -- you couldn’t get a 

guy from the coaching box to touch 
somebody on offense,” Freeman told 
ESPN. “To stop the play, you have 
to touch somebody on offense. We 
would’ve gotten a penalty and they 
would have scored, so it really didn’t 
matter because we figured it out too 
late. What we learned from that situ-
ation is that, one, don’t ever be in the 
situation where you’ve got 10 guys on 
the field, but two, if something hap-
pens, we have to have a signal to tell 
somebody to jump offsides and touch 
somebody.”

Freeman has learned some tough 
lessons in his first 18 games as coach.

A year ago, Freeman lost his first 
two, at Ohio State, his alma mater, fol-
lowed by an inexplicable home loss to 
Marshall. Notre Dame also wound up 
as one of three teams Stanford beat.

But this year was supposed to be 
different with the more experienced 
coach and new starting quarterback 
Sam Hartman.

Through the first four games, all 
wins, Hartman gave the offense a real 
jolt while the defense looked even 
stouter. The combination sent the Irish 
into the top-10, setting up college foot-
ball’s game of the week at one of the 
sport’s true cathedrals.

Freeman’s team donned its green 
uniforms and fans obliged with the 
same color choice, turning the night-
time sellout crowd into an early ver-
sion of Christmas with green and red 
attire dispersed throughout the Sta-
dium.

Beloved former coach Lou Holtz 
and some of the 1988 players cel-
ebrated the silver anniversary of their 

national championship. Even 1987 
Heisman Trophy winner Tim Brown 
was in the house.

So when the Irish cut the deficit 
to 10-7 late in the third quarter then 
forced a punt, marched 96 yards to 
take a 14-10 lead on Hartman’s 2-yard 
TD pass to Rico Flores Jr. in the fourth 
and subsequently stopped the Buck-
eyes on fourth-and-1 from the Notre 
Dame 11 with 4:12 left, the electric 
crowd sensed Notre Dame was about 
to add another memorable moment to 
the program’s long and illustrious his-
tory.

Instead, everything went wrong.
Freeman opted not to play it safe 

offensively, opening the last real drive 
with a completion to Flores. But after 
picking up a first down, an incomple-
tion wound up saving some precious 
seconds.

“What I didn’t want to do is con-
cede, ‘OK, let’s just run the ball three 
times, make them use two of their 
time-outs, right?” he said. “And then 
all of the sudden we’re just punting 
the ball and just giving them a chance 
to come down the field with the same 
amount of time they had.”

Three plays later, the Irish were 
punting and the Buckeyes had one last 
chance against what quarterback Kyle 
McCord identified as “soft” coverage. 
It was a huge mistake.

The Irish defense couldn’t get 
the stop it needed on fourth-and-7, 
dropped what would have been a 
game-sealing interception in the final 
minute, then gave up a 21-yard com-
pletion to the 1-yard line on third-
and-19 with 7 seconds left.

Frustrated Fighting Irish lament miscues 
that led to late loss against the Buckeyes



By PURDUE 
UNIVERSITY

The Purdue Univer-
sity College of Veterinary 
Medicine has received a 
new round of federal fund-
ing to continue a program 
addressing a national short-
age of veterinarians in pub-
lic health and rural/food ani-
mal practice in Indiana and 
beyond, and a significant 
lack of underrepresented 
individuals entering the vet-
erinary profession.

The Health Resources 
and Services Administra-
tion, an agency of the U.S. 
Department of Health 
and Human Services, has 
renewed a five year, $3.2 
million grant to further the 
success and impact of Vet 
Up! The National Health 
Careers Opportunity Pro-
gram Academy for Veteri-
nary Medicine.

Established with an ini-
tial HRSA grant in 2018, 
Vet Up! is designed to meet 
the goal of filling veterinary 
shortage areas with equity-
minded individuals from 
underrepresented popula-
tions and rural areas. The 
program is based at Purdue, 
which has the only veteri-
nary college in Indiana.

With the renewed grant 
funding, the Vet Up! Nation-
al HCOP Academy for 
Veterinary Medicine will 
expand by taking a com-
prehensive approach to pro-

vide academic, experiential, 
financial, and social support 
to disadvantaged students. 
In clear alignment with the 
purpose of the HCOP, Vet 
Up! will pursue multiple 
objectives:

Identifying and recruiting 
students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds to competi-
tively enter and complete 
college and university pro-
grams in veterinary medi-
cine and other STEM fields;

Preparing students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds 
to complete preliminary 
education requirements and 
provide academic and social 
support to prepare them for 
competitively entering and 
completing a veterinary pro-
fessional degree program;

Providing comprehen-
sive bridge programming to 
disadvantaged students who 
are enrolled as DVM degree 
candidates to enable a suc-
cessful experience in rigor-
ous professional veterinary 
education programs;

Providing academic, 
financial, social, and well-
ness support to veterinary 
students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds to facilitate 
timely completion of their 
veterinary education and 
graduation with their DVM 
degree; and,

Implementing an inte-
grated, comprehensive eval-
uation process that monitors 
and informs progress and 

outcomes of program par-
ticipants, Vet Up! compo-
nents, and the overall proj-
ect, through a longstanding 
partnership with Purdue 
University’s Evaluation and 
Learning Research Center.

The Vet Up! program 
includes the following com-
ponents.

Vet Up! Champions 
combines face-to-face and 
interactive online learning 
to provide a 12-month struc-
tured curriculum to an annu-
al cohort of 26 participants 
consisting of high-school 
juniors/seniors, adult/non-
traditional learners (includ-
ing veterans), and under-
graduate students.

Vet Up! DVM annually 
provides five disadvantaged 
DVM students with social, 
academic, and financial 
support through structured 
activities that span the four-
year-long curriculum to 
guide and mentor them to 
timely graduation with a 
DVM degree.

Vet Up! College – the 
HCOP summer program – is 
a six-week-long immersive, 
structured program at the 
Purdue University College 
of Veterinary Medicine for 
26 undergraduate students 
annually that prepares stu-
dents to be competitive in 
the DVM applicant pool.

Vet Up! Prep – the 
HCOP pre-matriculation 
program – is an annual four-

week residential program 
for 10 students prior to the 
start of the fall semester of 
the Purdue Veterinary Medi-
cine program that bridges 
gaps involving challenging 
PVM courses, study skills, 
and an understanding of the 
concept of One Health.

Completion of Vet Up! 
College is required to be eli-
gible for the DVM Scholars 
program.

Collectively developing 
and implementing Vet Up! 
student projects that impact 
an underserved community;

Enabling Vet Up! stu-
dents to conduct research 
projects that focus on One 
Health and health equity ini-
tiatives that are led by PVM 
faculty and campus part-
ners; and,

Providing an experien-
tial learning opportunity in 
an underserved community 
for Vet Up! College and Vet 
Up! Prep participants by 
collaborating with commu-
nity and state partners.

INDIANAPOLIS —The 
Indiana State Department 
of Agriculture (ISDA) and 
partners throughout the state 
have worked with the Gulf 
Hypoxia Program (GHP) to 
develop a no-cost program 
with a focus on increas-
ing the knowledge and use 
of soil sampling as a nutri-
ent management practice to 
benefit farm operations. The 
program, titled Indiana’s 
Mississippi River Basin Soil 
Sampling Program, is open 
now for applicants.

“Hoosier farmers care 
deeply about the land and 
work hard each year to keep 
their soil healthy,” said Lt. 
Gov. Crouch, Indiana’s Sec-
retary of Agriculture and 
Rural Development. “This 
free program is a great way 
for farmers to test their soil 
and ensure the proper nutri-
ents are being utilized on 
their fields.”

ISDA promotes the 
importance of nutrient man-
agement and the principle of 
the 4R Nutrient Stewardship 
framework. The 4R frame-
work incorporates using 
the “Right Source, Right 
Rate, Right Time, and Right 
Place” to achieve cropping 

system goals. The new 
program focuses on soil 
sampling and testing 
because it is a key com-
ponent, and first step, of 
developing a plan for 
nutrient management.

Map of the state of 
Indiana, area of soil 
sampling program shad-
ed green.

The map of the eligi-
ble area for the soil sam-
pling program. Image 
provided by ISDA.

Soil sampling pro-
vides an assessment of 
the soil’s fertility which 
can be used for making 
fertilizer application rec-
ommendations, assess-
ing available nutrients 
over time, increase 
farmer profitability and 
enhance environmental 
protection by reducing the 
risk of nutrient loss. This 
project was developed to 
help further Indiana’s State 
Nutrient Reduction Strategy 
efforts.

“This free program for 
farmers will help them 
assess their land so they can 
continue to produce as much 
food as possible with fewer 
fertilizer inputs. As a farmer 

myself, I know how criti-
cal that is,” said Don Lamb, 
ISDA director. “This pro-
gram would not be possible 
without a few incredible 
partners whose top priority 
is assisting Hoosier farmers 
and keeping Hoosier land in 
great shape.”

This program includes 
row crop fields, pastures 
and specialty crops located 
within Indiana’s portion of 

the Mississippi River 
Basin. Participating 
landowners will be pri-
oritized by fields that 
have never been soil 
sampled and fields that 
haven’t been sampled 
regularly (i.e., within the 
last 3-4 years). Further 
prioritization may be 
implemented based on 
interest in the program. 
This program excludes 
hobby gardens and pri-
vate lawns. Interested 
farmers can sign-up 
online at ISDA’s web-
site or by reaching out 
to soilsampling@isda.
in.gov.

Sign-ups are now 
open and ISDA is 
accepting sign-ups until 
April 17, 2024.

Paul Hodgen, presi-
dent of the Indiana Corn 
Marketing Council, is excit-
ed to bring this program 
to fruition. Hodgen is well 
versed in soil fertility with a 
bachelor’s degree in agron-
omy, a master’s degree in 
soil science and a doctorate 
degree in agronomy and soil 
fertility. 

“Regular soil sampling 
and testing is a critical 

part of a nutrient manage-
ment plan to economically 
produce a crop,” Hodgen 
said. “We look forward to 
working with ISDA and 
other partners to help Hoo-
sier farmers continue to 
make informed decisions 
on nutrient management. 
Soil testing is a keystone 
to sustainably producing a 
crop. This effort will fur-
ther our goals for nutrient 
management stewardship 
across Indiana. This will 
help us make smarter deci-
sions about where to apply 
nutrients and to spread that 
data across more acres. 

This program will be a 
great way to increase the 
number of farmers who 
better understand their 
soils, and it will allow 
them to make improve 
management decisions 
based on good data.”

This program was made 
possible thanks to ISDA, 
Indiana Soybean Alliance, 
Indiana Corn Marketing 
Council, Indiana Agriculture 
Nutrient Alliance, Indiana 
Conservation Partnership 
members, U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, 
farmers and Certified Crop 
Advisors.

INDIANAPOLIS (Sept. 
19, 2023) — Harvest season 
is officially underway for 
Indiana’s 94,000 farmers, 
which means more slow-
moving farm equipment will 
be on Indiana’s rural roads 
and highways. To keep 
Hoosiers safe this year, state 
agencies are asking motor-
ists to be alert and patient, 
as they share the road with 
farm equipment this fall.

“At least once each fall 
as I am traveling through 
rural Indiana, I find myself 
behind or crossing paths 
with large agricultural 
equipment,” said Lt. Gov. 
Suzanne Crouch, Indiana’s 
Secretary of Agriculture 
and Rural Development. 
“It is important to remain 
alert this fall and keep an 
eye out for these slow-
moving farm vehicles, and 
if the opportunity allows, 

to safely navigate around 
them.”

In 2020 three vehicles 
were involved in crashes 
with farm equipment in 
Indiana which resulted in 
two deaths, according to the 
National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration.

“The fall harvest sea-
son is certainly an exciting 
and busy time for farmers 
and motorists,” said Don 
Lamb, director of the Indi-
ana State Department of 
Agriculture. “By working 
together to practice alert 
driving, we can all make it 
home safely to our families 
each night.”

Farm equipment during 
harvest season could include 
tractors, combines, grain 
carts, grain wagons and 
large trucks hauling agricul-
tural products. These vehi-
cles are wide, sometimes 

taking up most of the road, 
and often travel at speeds no 
greater than 25 mph.

The fol lowing l is t 
includes several safety tips 
for motorists approaching 
large farm equipment:

 • Farmers will pull over 
when they are able to let 
motorists pass, but it may 
take time for them to get to 
a safe place to do so.

• Be alert. Farm equip-
ment is wide, sometimes 
taking up most of the road.

• Be careful when pass-
ing. Do not pass in a desig-
nated “No Passing Zone” 
or within 100 feet of any 
intersection, railroad grade 
crossing, bridge, elevation 
structure or tunnel.

• Do not try to pass a 
slow-moving vehicle on the 
left without ensuring that 
the vehicle is not planning a 
left turn. It may appear that 

the driver is pulling over for 
you to pass when it is actu-
ally preparing to turn. You 
will drive right into its path, 
endangering yourself and 
the farmer.

• Avoid tailgating, as 
some farm equipment might 
have to make sudden stops 
along the road.

• Allow plenty of time 
to get to a destination, be 
aware of alternate routes 
and avoid distractions.

“When you see farmers 
out working and moving 
from field to field, please 
be patient as they work to 
harvest their crops which 
are needed to help feed 
our communities and the 
world,” said Doug Carter, 
Indiana State Police Super-
intendent. “Let’s all work 
together to help ensure 
everyone’s safety on our 
roadways.”
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Services Guide
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Prompt Delivery ...
To Your Home - Farm - Business

Gasolines - Heating Oils  •  Pure 1-K Kerosene  •  Super Diesel Fuel - Oils

Bio - Soy Diesel - Ethanol     •   Competitive Prices!

Sales - Parts - Service
5068 E. 100 N.

Bluff ton
1-800-876-9351 or

(260) 565-3659

4777 W. 500 N.
Huntington

1-888-876-9352 or
(260) 356-7958

983 N. St. Rd. 13
Wabash

1-888-876-9353 or
(260) 563-1149

www.troxelequipment.com
E-mail us at troxel@troxelequipment.com

Bluffton = (B) • Huntington = (H)  • Wabash = (W)

‘87 JOHN DEERE 318‘87 JOHN DEERE 318 ‘10 JOHN DEERE X304‘10 JOHN DEERE X304 ‘15 JOHN DEERE X500‘15 JOHN DEERE X500 ‘17 JOHN DEERE Z915E‘17 JOHN DEERE Z915E

‘17 JOHN DEERE 2950R‘17 JOHN DEERE 2950R ‘16 JOHN DEERE Z997R‘16 JOHN DEERE Z997R ‘12 JOHN DEERE XUV 625I‘12 JOHN DEERE XUV 625I ‘14 JOHN DEERE XUV 855D‘14 JOHN DEERE XUV 855D

‘16 CUB CADET CHALLENGER 500‘16 CUB CADET CHALLENGER 500 ‘15 JOHN DEERE 2032R‘15 JOHN DEERE 2032R ‘15 JOHN DEERE 2025R‘15 JOHN DEERE 2025R ‘17 JOHN DEERE 4052R‘17 JOHN DEERE 4052R

www.ttgequipment.comwww.ttgequipment.com

NOW 9 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
Bluffton.................888-876-9351
Flora.....................800-873-0295
Frankfort ..............800-974-9098
Huntington ...........888-876-9352

Lafayette L&G......765-607-4500
Logansport ..........800-635-7488
Swayzee Ag .........800-732-6575
Swayzee L&G.......765-922-7924
Wabash................888-876-9353

#53621, 
50” DECK, 

BAGGER W/
POWER FLOW, 
SNOW BLADE 
& THROWER, 
576 HRS. (B)

$3,500

#53978, 
42” DECK, 

AWS, 
HYDRO, 
325 HRS. 

(H)

$1,995

#53671, 
48” DECK,
2WD, GAS, 
317 HRS. 

(W)

$3,886

#53740, 
54” DECK, 

25 HP, KOHLER, 
ISO SEAT, 
248 HRS. 

(W)

$6,495

#53669, 
72” DECK, 

HYDRAULIC LIFT, 
FULL 

SUSPENSION, 
483 HRS. (H)

$9,400

#49446, 
72” DECK, 
DIESEL, 

STRIPER KIT, 
620 HRS. (W)

$15,975

#53709,
4WD, POLY 

WINDSHIELD, 
ALL TERRAIN 
TIRES, 1,265 

HRS. (B)

$6,495

#53203, DIESEL, 
DELUXE CAB &
CARGO BOX, 
POWER DUMP, 
625 HRS. (B)

$12,500

#53478, 
4X4, 

DUMP BED, 
WINCH, 

18 HOURS 
(W)

$7,495

#52094, R4, 
MFWD, 62”

INDEPENDENT 
LIFT WITH 

DRIVE OVER 
DECK, 

413 HRS. (W)

$15,995 $36,500

#52888, R3 TIRES, H180 
LOADER, CAB W/AIR SEAT, 

eHYDRO TRANS., 456 HRS. 
(B)

#54147, R4, 
MFWD, LOADER, 

111 HRS. (W)

$14,995

•	Bluffton
•	 lafayette
•	flora

•	 logansport
•	frankfort
•	swayzee

•	Huntington
•	waBasH

Do you have a 
service or product 
for area farmers?

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108
and � nd out 

how a� ordable our 
AG SERVICES 
DIRECTORY 

can be!

State shares harvest season safety tips

Free soil sampling program coming to life for Indiana farmers

The map of the eligible area for the soil 
sampling program. Image provided by 
ISDA.

Bill upping security on foreign 
agriculture buys heads to House

By AGDAILY
Last week, the U.S. 

House Committee on Finan-
cial Services took a signifi-
cant step forward by advanc-
ing a bill aimed at bolstering 
the oversight of foreign agri-
cultural acquisitions, a move 
that enjoys support from the 
National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association.

The legislation, known 
as the Agricultural Security 
Risk Review Act and intro-
duced by Rep. Frank Lucas 
(R-OK), seeks to expand 

the Committee on Foreign 
Investment in the United 
States by including the Sec-
retary of Agriculture as one 
of its members. CFIUS is 
an interagency commit-
tee tasked with assessing 
the potential national secu-
rity implications of foreign 
investments in the United 
States.

“Cattle producers have 
been extremely watchful of 
foreign purchases of farm-
land, agricultural technology, 
and other important inputs. 

Adding the Secretary of 
Agriculture to CFIUS would 
provide a critical voice for 
American farmers and ranch-
ers and ensure that the fed-
eral government does not 
overlook agriculture’s role 
in national security,” said 
NCBA Executive Director 
of Government Affairs Kent 
Bacus to Drovers. “NCBA 
thanks Rep. Lucas for lead-
ing this effort and we appre-
ciate the House Financial 
Services Committee’s bipar-
tisan support for this bill.”

Purdue gets $3.2M grant to renew veterinary program



AUSTIN, Texas (AP) 
— A white Texas gunman 
who killed 23 people at a 
Walmart in 2019 after rant-
ing about Hispanics taking 
over the government and 
economy has agreed to pay 
more than $5 million to 
victims of the racist attack, 
according to an order signed 
by a judge Monday.

Patrick Crusius was sen-
tenced to 90 consecutive life 
sentences in July after plead-
ing guilty to federal hate 
crime charges following one 
of the nation’s worst mass 

killings. Court records show 
his attorneys and the Jus-
tice Department reached an 
agreement over the restitu-
tion amount, which was then 
approved by U.S. District 
Judge David Guaderrama.

There is no indication 
Crusius, 25, has significant 
assets. He was 21 years 
old and had dropped out of 
community college when 
police say he drove more 
than 700 miles from his 
home near Dallas to target 
Hispanics with an AK-style 
rifle inside and outside the 

store. Moments before the 
attack began, Crusius posted 
a racist screed online that 
warned of a Hispanic “inva-
sion” of Texas.

He once worked at a 
movie theater, a job that his 
attorneys have said Crusius 
was forced to leave because 
he was having violent 
thoughts.

Crusius pleaded guilty in 
February after federal pros-
ecutors took the death pen-
alty off the table. But Texas 
prosecutors have said they 
will try to put Crusius on 

death row when he stands 
trial in state court. That trial 
date has not yet been set.

Under the agreement 
between the gunman and the 
government, Crusius will 
pay $5,557,005.55, accord-

ing to court filings.
Dean Reckard, whose 

mother Margie Reckard was 
killed in the shooting, said 
he chose not to be includ-
ed in the restitution and 
expressed doubt that some-

one sentenced to prison for 
life could actually pay mil-
lions of dollars.

“Nobody can ever bring 
back the people who were 
lost, including my mother,” 
Reckard said.
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 LIN’S LOCK &
 KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - COMMERCIAL
•Locks •Safes •Door Closers  •Padlocks
•Mobile Service •Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors, Openers,

Springs, Cables, Radio Controls
1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton  - Lin Harrold, CML

(260)824-3533 • Cell 827-7632
CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

LIN’S LOCK &
KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - 
COMMERCIAL

•Locks •Safes •Door Closers
•Padlocks •Mobile Service

•Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors,
Openers, Springs, Cables,

Radio Controls
1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton

Lin Harrold, CML •  (260)824-3533
 Cell  827-7632

 CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

LIN’S LOCK &
KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - 
COMMERCIAL

•Locks •Safes •Door Closers
•Padlocks •Mobile Service

•Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors,
Openers, Springs, Cables,

 Radio Controls
 1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton

 Lin Harrold, CML •   (260)824-3533
Cell 827-7632

CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

LIN’S LOCK &
KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - 
COMMERCIAL

•Locks •Safes •Door Closers
•Padlocks •Mobile Service

•Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors,
Openers, Springs, Cables,

Radio Controls
1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton

Lin Harrold, CML •   (260)824-3533
 Cell  827-7632

CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

LIN’S LOCK &
KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - 
COMMERCIAL

•Locks •Safes •Door Closers
•Padlocks •Mobile Service

•Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors,
Openers, Springs, Cables,

Radio Controls
 1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton

 Lin Harrold, CML •   (260)824-3533
 Cell  827-7632

CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

 PALMER INSURANCE PALMER INSURANCE
 Gregg Gregg Gregg
 Mary C Mary C Mary C
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 • ID Theft • ID Theft • ID Theft
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Thanks for voting me #1 Travel Agency! 
Let me help you plan your next adventure!

Complimentary concierge services for
all of your travel planning needs.

Stephanie Hiday - Travel Specialist
260-417-7656

s.hiday@magicalvacationplanner.com

•	Theme	Parks
•	Cruise	Lines

•	All	Inclusive	
Resorts

Specializing in:

Here’s a HOT DEAL: 
An Opportunity to O� er Your 
Own HOT DEAL and Get 

Your Business Fired Up!

$134 Full Tab Page Black & White Ad

Publishing: Thursday, October 12!
Ad Space & Copy Deadline Thursday, October 5, 2023 @ 5pmAd Space & Copy Deadline 

This HOT DEAL  is a one-time-only o� er! 
Kick o�  your Fall Season with a  BANG!

H   T DEALS

Have a Sale • Promote Your Business
       or just use this HOT Bargain Deal to tell our readers about your business or organization!

$204 Full Tab Page FULL COLOR Ad
(Limited Availability)

$154 Full Tab Page SPOT COLOR Ad
(Limited Availability)

Pages Measure 10.5” x 10.5”

Biden administration announces $1.4B to improve rail safety 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Biden administration announced 
Monday that it has awarded more 
than $1.4 billion to projects that 
improve railway safety and boost 
capacity, with roughly $1 billion 
of the money coming from the 
2021 infrastructure law.

“These projects will make 
American rail safer, more reli-
able, and more resilient, deliver-
ing tangible benefits to dozens 
of communities where railroads 
are located, and strengthen-
ing supply chains for the entire 
country,” Transportation Sec-
retary Pete Buttigieg said in a 
statement.

The money is funding 70 
projects in 35 states and Wash-
ington, D.C. Railroad safety has 
become a key concern nation-
wide ever since a train carrying 
hazardous chemicals derailed 

and caught fire in East Pales-
tine, Ohio, in February. Presi-
dent Joe Biden has ordered fed-
eral agencies to hold the train’s 
operator Norfolk Southern 
accountable for the crash, but a 
package of proposed rail safety 
reforms has stalled in the Sen-
ate where the bill is still await-
ing a vote. The White House 
is also saying that a possible 
government shutdown because 
of House Republicans would 
undermine railway safety.

The projects include track 
upgrades and bridge repairs, in 
addition to improving the connec-
tivity among railways and making 
routes less vulnerable to extreme 
weather.

Among the projects is $178.4 
million to restore passenger ser-
vice in parts of Alabama, Loui-
siana and Mississippi along the 

Gulf of Mexico for the first time 
since Hurricane Katrina struck in 
2005.

“This is a significant milestone, 
representing years of dedicated 
efforts to reconnect our communi-
ties after the devastation of Hurri-
cane Katrina,” Sen. Roger Wick-
er, R-Miss., said in a statement. 
“Restoring passenger rail service 
will create jobs, improve quality of 
life, and offer a convenient travel 
option for tourists, contributing to 
our region’s economic growth and 
vitality.”

The grant should make it pos-
sible to restore passenger service 
to the Gulf Coast after Amtrak 
reached an agreement with CSX 
and Norfolk Southern railroads 
last year to clear the way for pas-
senger trains to resume operating 
on the tracks the freight railroads 
own.

“We’ve been fighting to 
return passenger trains to the 
Gulf Coast since it was knocked 
offline by Hurricane Katrina. 
That 17-year journey has been 
filled with obstacles and frus-
tration — but also moments of 
joy, where local champions and 
national advocates were able to 
come together around the vision 
of a more connected Gulf Coast 
region,” Rail Passengers Asso-
ciation President & CEO Jim 
Mathews said.

The single biggest grant — 
nearly $202 million — will help 
eliminate seven rail crossings in 
California as part of the larger 
project to build a high-speed rail 
line in that state. That will reduce 
traffic delays and help ensure that 
first responders can get where they 
need to go.

In one of the biggest other 

grants, the Palouse River & Cou-
lee City Railroad in Washing-
ton state will get $72.8 million 
to upgrade the track and related 
infrastructure to allow that rail line 
to handle modern 286,000-pound 
railcars.

U.S. Sen. Maria Cantwell, who 
championed the additional funding 
in the infrastructure law as chair 
of the Commerce Committee, said 
the grant will let grain trains safely 
travel twice as fast along the 297-
mile route.

A project in Kentucky will 
receive $29.5 million to make 
improvements to 280 miles of 
track and other infrastructure 
along the Paducah and Louisville 
Railway.

And in Tennessee, $23.7 mil-
lion will go to helping upgrade 
about 42 bridges on 10 different 
short-line railroads.

Race to find Great Lakes shipwrecks before mussels destroy the sites
MADISON, Wis. (AP) 

— The Great Lakes’ frigid 
fresh water used to keep 
shipwrecks so well pre-
served that divers could see 
dishes in the cupboards. 
Downed planes that spent 
decades underwater were 
left so pristine they could 
practically fly again when 
archaeologists finally dis-
covered them.

Now, an invasive mus-
sel is destroying shipwrecks 
deep in the depths of the 
lakes, forcing archeologists 
and amateur historians into 
a race against time to find 
as many sites as they can 
before the region touching 
eight U.S. states and the 
Canadian province of Ontar-
io loses any physical trace 
of its centuries-long mari-
time history.

“What you need to 
understand is every ship-
wreck is covered with 
quagga mussels in the lower 

Great Lakes,” Wisconsin 
state maritime archaeolo-
gist Tamara Thomsen said. 
“Everything. If you drain 
the lakes, you’ll get a bowl 
of quagga mussels.”

Quagga mussels, fin-
ger-sized mollusks with 
voracious appetites, have 
become the dominant inva-
sive species in the lower 
Great Lakes over the past 
30 years, according to biolo-
gists.

The creatures have cov-
ered virtually every ship-
wreck and downed plane in 
all of the lakes except Lake 
Superior, archaeologists say. 
The mussels burrow into 
wooden vessels, building 
upon themselves in layers 
so thick they will eventually 
crush walls and decks. They 
also produce acid that can 
corrode steel and iron ships. 
No one has found a viable 
way to stop them.

Wayne Lusardi, Michi-

gan’s state maritime archae-
ologist, is pushing to raise 
more pieces of a World War 
II plane flown by a Tuske-
gee airman that crashed in 
Lake Huron in 1944.

“Divers started dis-
covering (planes) in the 
1960s and 1970s,” he said. 
“Some were so preserved 
they could fly again. (Now) 
when they’re removed 
the planes look like Swiss 
cheese. (Quaggas are) liter-
ally burning holes in them.”

Quagga mussels, native 
to Russia and Ukraine, were 
discovered in the Great 
Lakes in 1989, around the 
same time as their infamous 
cousin species, zebra mus-
sels. Scientists believe the 
creatures arrived via ballast 
dumps from transoceanic 
freighters making their way 
to Great Lakes ports.

Unlike zebra mussels, 
quaggas are hungrier, har-
dier and more tolerant of 

colder temperatures. They 
devour plankton and other 
suspended nutrients, elimi-
nating the base level of food 
chains. They consume so 
many nutrients at such high 
rates they can render por-
tions of the murky Great 
Lakes as clear as tropical 
seas. And while zebra mus-
sels prefer hard surfaces, 
quaggas can attach to soft 
surfaces at greater depths, 
enabling them to colonize 
even the lakes’ sandy bot-
toms.

After 30 years of colo-
nization, quaggas have dis-
placed zebra mussels as 
the dominant mussel in the 
Great Lakes. Zebras made 
up more than 98 percent of 
mussels in Lake Michigan 
in 2000, according to the 
University of California, 
Riverside’s Center for Inva-
sive Species Research. Five 
years later, quaggas repre-
sented 97.7 percent.

For wooden and metal 
ships, the quaggas’ success 
has translated into over-
whelming destruction.

The mussels can burrow 
into sunken wooden ships, 
stacking upon themselves 
until details such as name 
plates and carvings are 
completely obscured. Div-
ers who try to brush them 
off inevitably peel away 
some wood. Quaggas also 
can create clouds of carbon 
dioxide, as well as feces 
that corrode iron and steel, 
accelerating metal ship-
wrecks’ decay.

Quaggas have yet to 
establish a foothold in Lake 
Superior. Biologists believe 
the water there contains less 
calcium, which quaggas 
need to make their shells, 
said Dr. Harvey Bootsma, a 
professor at the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee’s 
School of Freshwater Sci-
ences.

That means the remains 
of the Edmund Fitzgerald, 
a freighter that went down 
in that lake during a storm 
in 1975 and was immortal-
ized in the Gordon Light-
foot song, “The Wreck of 
the Edmund Fitzgerald,” are 
safe, at least for now.

Quagga management 
options could include treat-
ing them with toxic chemi-
cals; covering them with 
tarps that restrict water flow 
and starve them of oxygen 
and food; introducing preda-
tor species; or suffocat-
ing them by adding carbon 
dioxide to the water.

So far nothing looks 
promising on a large scale, 
UW-Milwaukee’s Bootsma 
said.

“The only way they will 
disappear from a lake as 
large as Lake Michigan is 
through some disease, or 
possibly an introduced pred-
ator,” he said.

Texas Walmart shooter agrees to pay more than $5M to families
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NOTICE

SERVICES
Services

MILLER'S U-STOR We have
clean, secure storage units
available. Various sizes.
260-824-4141. Miller U-Stor,
1118 W. Silver, Bluffton, IN.

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

WE ARE HIRING

1ST SHIFT
COMPETITIVE WAGES

FULL TIME EMPLOYMENT

APPLY ONLINE AT
HTTPS://ALH-BUILDING.

COM

MUST PASS
DRUG SCREEN

MARKLE, IN

Lottery Numbers
Monday’s Drawings

HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 05-17-20-25-29
Cash4Life — 13-16-22-50-54, Cash Ball: 04
Quick Draw Midday — 01-02-07-10-11-21-26-29-35-

38-40-46-53-54-58-59-64-67-72-76, BE: 53
Daily Three-Midday — 02-04-02, SB: 09
Daily Three-Evening — 08-01-09, SB: 07
Daily Four-Midday — 04-02-09-07, SB: 09
Daily Four-Evening — 01-08-04-03, SB: 07
Quick Draw Evening — 06-07-13-14-21-23-24-28-37-

39-42-48-50-56-61-62-63-64-71-72, BE: 50
Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Wednesday): 

$34.2 million
MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for Tuesday):  $230 million
POWERBALL

10-12-22-36-50; Powerball: 04; Power Play: 2X

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Oct. deadline is Tues., Sept. 26!

For as little as …

$123
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal 
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Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Oct. deadline is 
Tues., Sept. 26!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$123
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

Primary 
Contracting, LLC

Decks • Roofing • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding
Remodeling • Storm Damage • Trim Wood Working and more!

Free 
Estimates

260-223-4276

Owner - Edwin Wickey Competitive Rates!

Decks • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding • Remodeling
Metal and Shingle Roofing • Storm Damage •Trim Wood Working and more!

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

J&F Wood Working
Custom Cabinet

New Construction
Remodel

Custom 
Wood 

Working of 
Any Kind.

260-223-4243

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

Come See Us for Your CBD Oil Needs

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest ServicesAll Plumbing Service

Water Softeners and Water 
Heaters and Water Hookups

Stools and Sinks Tubs 
Showers - Fix Leaks 

LJ Mechanical LLC
Commercial and Residential

Licensed and Insured
Joseph (260) 402-2676        PLC 12300146#

Goods & services 
directory

SEPTEMBER 26 - 6 p.m. - 
Steven H. Arnold, seller. OK 
Modern Dry Cleaners, 404 S. 
Main St., Bluffton. Empty build-
ing, 1,078 sq. ft., 70’x55’ lot, 
half bath. Heartland Auction 
& Realty, Inc., 260-724-3499, 
heartlandauctionrealty.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND 
STARTS CLOSING SEPTEM-
BER 26 - 6 p.m. EST - Leo 
Thieme, owner. Real estate 6 
p.m.: 1,780 sq. feet, full base-
ment, 3 bedroom, 2 full bath 
home, oversize 2 car attached 
garage, 3 acres, 6850 E 700 
N, Decatur. Personal property 
6:30 p.m.: 2007 Dodge Grand 
Caravan, 131k miles, applianc-
es, antiques, collectibles, furni-
ture, fish and animal mounts, 
household items, tools, etc. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-
7402.
SEPTEMBER 28 - 1 p.m. 
AND SEPTEMBER 29 - 8 
a.m. - Secured creditors & 
various consignors, owners. 
815 Adams St., Decatur. Truck 
& equipment and online only 
equipment. Day 1: skid loader 
attachments, tool boxes, work-
benches, iron gates, chains 
& binders, 1 Trip 40’ high side 
shipping container w/side 
doors, dome shelter contain-
ers, truck take off parts, more! 
Day 2 live and online bid-
ding: 700+ lots! 2012-2014 
Freightliner M2106 box trucks, 
dump, utility, & bucket trucks, 
day cabs, utility & semi trail-
ers, SUVs, pickups, skid steer 
attachments. Accepting con-
signments! Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, Kjauction.
com, 260-724-7402.
OCTOBER 1-8 - (Online 
Only) - Estate of Robert Isch, 
seller. 1978 White 2-50 diesel 
tractor, 2015 Ex-Mark Laser-Z 
zero turn riding lawn mower, 
2002 Simplicity lawn mower, 
2006 Simplicity Legacy riding 
lawn mower, single axle util-
ity trailer, tandem axle trailer, 
14’ hay wagon, 3 bottom plow, 
Winco generator, lawn and 
garden, tools, antique & mod-
ern furniture, antiques, primi-
tives, glassware, household. 
Preview: Sept. 28, Oct. 5, from 
3-6 p.m., 601 E St. Rd. 124, 
Monroe. Sale manager, Patrick 
Carter, The Steffen Group Inc., 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-

3006.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND 
STARTS CLOSING OCTO-
BER 8 STARTING AT 4 PM 
EST - Larry Beer, owner. 
Sports collector’s dream! 950+ 
lots featuring lots of sports 
memorabilia, signed jerseys, 
bats & balls, MLB, NFL, MLB 
cards (some cards Graded), 
die cast toys, stamp collection, 
yard & hand tools, Yamaha 
gas powered golf cart, like new 
Cub Cadet riding lawn mower, 
household, furniture, Fenton 
glass, Roseville & Hull pot-
tery, more! Preview: Oct. 5, 
4-6 p.m., 909 Woodridge Ct., 
Decatur. Krueckeberg Auction 
& Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 
260-724-7402.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND 
STARTS CLOSING OCTO-
BER 15 STARTING AT 4 
PM EST - Randy Rossman, 
owner and multiple consign-
ors. Online only consignment 
auction. 1,000+ lots! Featuring 
furniture, household items, col-
lectibles, antiques, tools, guns, 
& much more! Auction preview: 
Oct. 12, 3-5 p.m., 812 Elm St., 
Decatur. Pick up times: Oct. 
16, 1-6 p.m. & Oct. 17, 9 a.m.-
noon, 3 pick up locations in 
Decatur. Krueckeberg Auction 
& Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 
260-724-7402.
BIDDING STARTS CLOS-
ING OCTOBER 17 START-
ING AT 6 P.M. EST - Ronald 
L Franke estate, owner. Real 
estate 6 p.m.: 812 sf, full base-
ment, 2 bed, 2 full bath, 14’x22’ 
detached garage, .29 acre 
lot, Fort Wayne Community 
School, Wayne Township, Allen 
County. Personal property 
6:30 p.m.: 2006 Chevy Monte 
Carlo SS, 105k miles, house-

hold, tools, riding lawn mower, 
furniture, collectibles, more! 
Preview: Oct. 9, 5-6 p.m., 930 
Irene Ave., Fort Wayne. Pick 
up: Oct. 18, 3-6 p.m. Kruecke-
berg Auction & Realty LLC, 
Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.
OCTOBER 22- OCTOBER 
29 - (Online Only Auction) - 
Harvey E. & Wilma D. King, 
seller. H&D Repair Center & 
Body Shop retirement auc-
tion. Automotive & body shop 
equipment, pickup truck, trac-
tor, Rotary Lift 9,000-lb. capac-
ity 2-post hydraulic lift, mower. 
Preview: Oct. 19 from 3 p.m.-6 
p.m. and Oct. 26 from 3 p.m.-
6 p.m., 300 Standard Oil Blvd., 
Montpelier. Sale manager, Pat-
rick Carter, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA 	 )

		  ) SS:
COUNTY OF WELLS 	 )

	 IN THE WELLS
	 SUPERIOR COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF 	 )
ALDON E. BULTEMEIER )

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
FOR PUBLICATION 

IN NEWSPAPER
Notice is hereby given that 

BRUCE L. BULTEMEIER was on 
September 11, 2023, appointed 
Personal Representative of the 
estate of ALDON E. BULTEMEIER, 
deceased, who died on July 26, 
2023.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
office of the Clerk of this Court 
within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this 
notice or within nine (9) months 
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, Sep-
tember 11, 2023.

	 Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Superior Court

Attorney for Personal Representa-
tive:
Benjamin S. J. Williams
SHAMBAUGH, KAST, BECK & 
WILLIAMS, LLP
229 W. Berry Street, Suite 400
P. O. Box 11648
Fort Wayne, IN 46859-1648
(260) 423-1430
Attorney # 24447-02

nb 9/19, 9/26
hspaxlp

SUDOKU ANSWER

            Public Sale
         Calendar

Notices

HAVING AN UPCOMING

event? A 20 word, line classi-
fied ad in the Bluffton News-
Banner for six days is only
$24.50. Add a border for an
additional $1 or a graphic for
an additional $5. Contact the
office at 260-824-0224, 125 N.
Johnson St. or submit online at
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Services

BECOME A PUBLISHED Au-
thor. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors Since 1920 
Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your 
Free Author`s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/hoosier (I)
CONNECT TO THE best wire-
less home internet with Earth-
Link. Enjoy speeds from 5G 
and 4G LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation, and 
data plans up to 300 GB. Call 
855-430-1496 (I)

Services

TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION EXPERTS - Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
877-329-1207 (I)
CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no throt-
tling. Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch.  Call 1-833-
754-0929 (I)
THINKING ABOUT INSTALL-
ING a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. FREE 
design consultation. Enjoy your 
shower again! Call 1-855-475-
0534 today to see how you can 
save $1,000 on installation, or 
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/
hoosier (I) 
SWITCH AND SAVE up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and no 
hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer 
service. For more information, 
call 1-855-572-5165 (I)
HIGH-SPEED INTERNET. WE 
instantly compare speed, pric-
ing, availability to find the best 
service for your needs. Starting 
at $39.99/month! Quickly com-
pare offers from top providers. 
Call 1-844-961-0666 (I)

Help Wanted Help Wanted

NOW HIRING

Openings on all shifts!
Competitive pay and benefits
along with Gold Level insur-
ance plan available after 30
days!
Apply online 24/7!
www.WayneMetals.com

THE NEWS-BANNER IS

seeking a general assign-
ment reporter to join our staff.
We'd like to emphasize the
"general" in the job descrip-
tion — the reporter may cov-
er school boards, local city
councils, and crime, with
room for occasional feature
or enterprise stories. Photog-
raphy experience is a plus.
The News-Banner is an
award-winning daily. A new
reporter will join a staff of
several full-time reporters, as
well as multiple part-time and
freelance reporters. Please
send a cover letter, resume,
salary requirements and
three relevant clips (if appli-
cable) to publisher Doug
Brown, dougb@news-
banner.com. No phone calls,
please.

Receive a free garage sale kit when placing a three day, line classified ad.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

4G LTE HOME Internet Now 
Available!   Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus take 
your service with you when 
you travel!  As low as $109.99/
mo! 1-877-327-0930 (I)



BLONDIE

BEETLE BAILEY

ZITS

CRANKSHAFT

CROSSWORD By Eugene ShefferBUY IT
SELL IT
RENT IT
FIND IT
FILL IT
GET IT
    DO IT
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!

!
Place Your Ad 24/7/365!
www.news-banner.com

Preparing questions for long visits
Dear Annie: Finding topics of con-

versation can often be difficult during 
long visits. Since “Grinding My Teeth” 
feels that this may be the last time she 
and her husband will visit with these 
in-laws, why not take this opportunity 
to encourage these people to talk about 
their lives? 

When they arrive, ask the in-laws 
if they would be willing to talk about 
memories from their younger years. 
The internet is full of suggestions of 
questions that will stimulate memo-
ries, so do a bit of research and type up 
a sheet of questions, maybe 30 or so, 
enough to have a question for each day. 
Everyone who has lived on this planet 
for a number of years has many stories 
to tell. 

Too often we never get around to 
asking the meaningful questions before 
it is too late. Writing this letter has 
inspired me to write up a sheet of ques-
tions I now wish I had readily available 
when my difficult mother-in-law would 
visit my family for 6 months at a time. 
— Curious About Peoples’ Pasts

Dear Curious About Peoples’ Pasts: 
I love the suggestion of turning some-
thing that could seem like a chore into 
a learning experience. We are never too 
old to learn new things and in listening 
to peoples’ stories we can learn a great 
deal about them in the present. What a 
beautiful suggestion. 

Dear Annie: I am 65 and a retired 
attorney, and I read your column every 
day in our local paper. I like history, 
ancient primary source history, finan-
cial philosophers, martial arts, healing 
through natural medicine, and studying 
anything and everything that piques my 
metaphysical curiosity.

Your column regarding the man 
whose wife asked everyone for advice 
on everything was extremely prescient 
and had profound personal resonance. 
I, too, have a wife who asks everyone 
everything. She asks the sales clerk in 
the store: “Should I buy it? Does it look 

good on me?”
And I, too, have 

a wife who was 
an abused child of 
an alcoholic par-
ent and has low 
self-esteem. After 
40 years of mar-
riage, I am learn-
ing to give my 
wife the love and 
understanding she 
deserves.

And in your 
column about the 
mom with multi-
ple sclerosis, your 
advice was spot on.

And, even though I have read more 
books than were contained in the long-
destroyed Library of Alexandria, my 
social skills are not always on par with 
my intellect. 

I enjoy your column and most often 
concur with it because you reveal good 
judgment and wisdom. 

Nowadays, people are quick to criti-
cize from the anonymity of the internet. 
They destroy good people and busi-
nesses for minor faux pas and fail to 
live by the Golden Rule. 

I figured you could use some admi-
ration and commendation. You are wise 
beyond your years. Keep on being the 
counselor you are, like a wise uncle or 
aunt. — A Big Fan

Dear Big Fan: Your letter makes me 
feel so good! A million thanks for taking 
the time to write. 

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, commu-
nication and reconciliation — is avail-
able as a paperback and e-book. Visit 
http://www.creatorspublishing.com for 
more information. Send your questions 
for Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.
com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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The LOCKHORNSResurrection bodies 
will know nothing of 
physical weakness

TV & Entertainment Weekly | September 23 - 29, 2023 12 | Tuesday prime time
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
3D Woman Julie & 

Friends 
< Movie TCT Today Newsw-

atch 
Place for 
Miracles 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Rabbi 
Lapin 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

FBI "Ready or Not" FBI: International "A 
Tradition of Secrets" 

FBI: Most Wanted
"Black Mirror" 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert 

(:35) Comics 
Unleashed 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Chicago Fire "Foul Is 
Fair" 

Chicago Fire 
"Slamigan" 

Chicago Fire "Law of 
the Jungle" 

Chicago Fire "The F Is 
For" 

Chicago Fire "Hiding 
Not Seeking" 

Chicago Fire "Looking 
for a Lifeline" 

Chicago Fire "The 
Chance to Forgive" 

Chicago Fire "The One 
That Matters Most" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Celebrity Family Feud Jeopardy! Masters The Chase ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

The Voice (N) Got Talent The world's most talented amateurs perform 
for star judges & compete for a life-changing prize. 

News (N) (:35) The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon 

(:35) Seth 
Meyers 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

21Alive 
News at 6 

Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago Fire "Viral" Chicago Fire "Better to 
Lie" 

Seinfeld Seinfeld
"The Deal" 

Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Inside the NFL Week 3

(N) 
The Swarm "Episode 3"
(N) 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
La Frontera "Fronterizos 
of the Golden Coast" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Healthline Finding Your Roots
"Rising From the Ashes"

Becoming Frida Kahlo
"Love and Loss" (N) 

Frontline "Putin vs. the 
Press" (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Finding Your Roots 
"Rising From the Ashes" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
La Frontera "Fronterizos 
of the Golden Coast" 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Finding Your Roots
"Rising From the Ashes"

Becoming Frida Kahlo
"Love and Loss" (N) 

Frontline "Putin vs. the 
Press" (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Finding Your Roots 
"Rising From the Ashes" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang Name That Tune (N) 9-1-1: Lone Star FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle Castle Castle Castle Castle (:05) Castle (:05) Castle Castle

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:00) <++ The King's Man (‘21) Ralph Fiennes. <+++ Iron Man 3 (‘13) Gwyneth Paltrow, Don Cheadle, Robert Downey Jr.. Welcome to Welcome to Welcome to Welcome to Welcome to Welcome to 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
Las Vegas "Secrets, Lies 
and Lamaze" 

Las Vegas Las Vegas "2 on 2" Las Vegas "Win, Place, 
Bingo" 

Las Vegas "Three 
Weddings and a Funeral"

Las Vegas "Three 
Weddings and a Funeral"

E! News
(N) 

Sex and 
the City 

Las Vegas "Run, 
Cooper, Run" 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

< Movie < Movie

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) ESPN Films Series of documentaries looking back 

through the history of sports. 
ESPN Films Series of documentaries looking back 
through the history of sports. 

SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) Around (N) Pardon (N) Football WNBA Basketball Semifinal, Game 2: Teams TBA (L) (N) Basketball Semifinal, Game 2: Teams TBA (L) (N) PFL 2023 DC & RC 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line The Rally (N) Cardinals! 

Pre (L) (N) 
MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Milwaukee Brewers From American 
Family Field in Milwaukee. (L) (N) 

Cardinals 
Post (L) (N)

Cardinals 
Insider 

Life
Milwaukee 

World Poker Tour WPT 
20 - Part 1 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Service" 

Law & Order: SVU "The 
Book of Esther" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Guardian" 

WWE NXT WWE Superstars compete to prove 
they've got what it takes. (L) (N) 

(:10) <++ Red (2010, Action) Morgan Freeman, John Malkovich,
Bruce Willis. 

(:35) <++ 
Red 2 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Deadliest Catch 
"Beware the King Tide" 

Deadliest Catch
"Battleship" 

Deadliest Catch "Last 
Stand of John Hillstrand"

Catch In the Season 19 finale, an uncharacteristic 
error traps Sig's family in unsurvivable seas. (N) 

Bering Sea Gold "Big 
Dig Energy" (N) 

Mysteries (N) Deadliest Catch
"Nautical Deathtrap" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Welcome to Plathville Welcome to Plathville Fat Fabulous Fat Fabulous (N) Fat Fabulous (N) Welcome (N) Sister Wives Fat Fabulous

HIST  38 77 120 269 
The UnXplained "The 
Truth About UFO's" 

The UnXplained
"Bizarre Vanishings" 

The UnXplained
"Mysteries of the Moon"

The UnXplained "What 
Lies Below?" 

The UnXplained "The 
Weird Wild West" 

(:05) The UnXplained
"Apocalypse When?" 

(:05) The UnXplained (:05) The UnXplained 
"What Lies Below?" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < For Better or 
for Worse 

< Wedding Bells (2016, Romance) Kavan Smith,
Tammy Gillis, Danica McKellar. 

< Big Sky River (2022, Drama) Kavan Smith,
Lochlyn Munro, Emmanuelle Vaugier. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:00) <++ 
Saw 

(:25) <++ Saw II (2005, Horror) Tobin Bell,
Shawnee Smith, Donnie Wahlberg. 

<++ Saw III (2006, Horror) Shawnee Smith, Bahar Soomekh,
Tobin Bell. 

<+ Saw IV (2007, Horror) Scott Patterson, Betsy 
Russell, Tobin Bell. 

<+ Saw V (‘08) Costas 
Mandylor, Tobin Bell. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Leadoff (N) MLB Baseball Teams TBA (L) (N) MLB Baseball Teams TBA (L) (N)

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:00) <+++ Batman Begins (2005, Action)
Michael Caine, Liam Neeson, Christian Bale. 

<++++ The Dark Knight (2008, Action) Heath Ledger, Aaron Eckhart, Christian Bale. <+++ The Dark Knight Rises (2012, Action) Anne Hathaway, 
Tom Hardy, Christian Bale. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(3:00) < 
Scream 

<+++ Scream 2 (1997, Horror) Neve Campbell, Courteney 
Cox, David Arquette. 

<++ Trick 'r Treat (2007, Horror) Brian Cox,
Dylan Baker, Anna Paquin. 

<++ Happy Death Day 2U (2019, Horror) Israel 
Broussard, Phi Vu, Jessica Rothe. (P) 

<+++ Zombieland 
(‘09) Woody Harrelson. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR Race Hub (L)

(N) 
NASCAR Race Hub Best 
of Radioactive: Talladega

PBA Bowling PBA League Elias Cup, Semifinals
From Bayside Bowl in Portland, Maine. (L) (N) 

NHRA Drag Racing NHRA Carolina Nationals From Concord, N.C.

WGN  53   307 The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Blue Bloods Blue Bloods "Reckless" Blue Bloods Blue Bloods Blue Bloods Blue Bloods Blue Bloods Blue Bloods

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Chopped Chopped Chopped Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Triple Threat (N) Chopped Chopped Bobby's Triple Threat 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Charm "Spilling the JT" Housewives SLC Housewives SLC Housewives SLC Housewives SLC (N) WatchWhat Housewives SLC Housewives/NYC Housewives 
NICK  68  170 299 Big Nate Loud House Loud House Casagran SpongeBob "SpongeBob ScarePants" Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Ladybug Kiff Kiff Big City Big City Big City <++ Haunted Mansion (:40) Big City Monsters Hamster& Pretty Frk Pretty Frk Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(4:30) <+++ Up (‘09) Voices of 
Christopher Plummer, Ed Asner. 

<+++ Coco (2017, Animated) Voices of Gael García Bernal,
Benjamin Bratt, Anthony Gonzalez. 

<++ Despicable Me 3 (2017, Animated) Voices 
of Kristen Wiig, Trey Parker, Steve Carell. 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:15) < She's 
Funny Tha... 

(:50) To Be Announced (:50) <++ XXX (2002, Action) Asia Argento, Marton Csokas, Vin 
Diesel. 

Savior Complex (N) REAL Sports With 
Bryant Gumbel (N) 

<++ Date Night (‘10) Tina Fey,
Mark Wahlberg, Steve Carell. 

<+++ 
Disclosure 

MAX  325  310 515 
(3:55) < Big 
Momma's... 

(:35) <+++ Strange Days (1995, Thriller) Angela Bassett,
Juliette Lewis, Ralph Fiennes. 

<++ Redemption (‘13) Agata 
Buzek, Vicky McClure, Jason Statham. 

(:40) <+++ Out of the Furnace (2013, Thriller)
Woody Harrelson, Casey Affleck, Christian Bale. 

(:35) <+++ The Cabin in the 
Woods (‘11) Kristen Connolly. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:30) <+++ Children of a Lesser 
God (‘86) William Hurt. 

<++ The Whale (2022, Drama) Sadie Sink, Hong 
Chau, Brendan Fraser. 

< The End of Sex (‘22) Jonas 
Chernick, Emily Hampshire. 

<+++ Boogie Nights (1997, Drama) Burt Reynolds, Julianne 
Moore, Mark Wahlberg. 

(:45) < 
Buddy Ga... 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:50) <++ Men (‘22) Rory Kinnear, 
Paapa Essiedu, Jessie Buckley. 

< Downeast (2021, Drama) Dylan 
Silver, Judson Mills, Greg Finley. 

<++++ The Untouchables (1987, Crime Story)
Sean Connery, Robert De Niro, Kevin Costner. 

<+++ Casino (1995) Sharon Stone, Joe Pesci, Robert De Niro.

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q: The Arizona Daily 
Star carried a poll stat-
ing that only 36 percent 
believe in resurrection 
and that most Americans 
don’t believe they will 
experience a resurrection 
of their bodies when they 
die. Sadly, people believe 
in polls more than the 
Word of God. What kind of 
a body will a resurrected 
believer have, and what 
hope is there for those 
who have suffered physi-
cal infirmities throughout 
life? – R.B.

A: It’s difficult to 
imagine what someone 
would be like with any-
thing other than a physical 
body. Some people visu-
alize themselves as mod-
els or athletes, but few 
have what might be called 
“ideal bodies.” But some-
day we will.

Pau l  p rov ides  a 
description of what those 
bodies will be like. The 
resurrection body is com-
pared to a seed planted in 
the ground that produces 
a plant. Gardeners know 
how miraculous it is to see 
a towering tomato plant, 
with yellow blossoms that 
become huge tomatoes, 
grow from a tiny seed — 
the continuous life of a 
single entity, just as our 
physical body, planted in 
death, will have the same 
individuality as our resur-
rection body. We will be 
recognized as ourselves, 
not some genetic version 
without a distinctive label. 
“It is sown in dishonor, 
it is raised in glory. It is 
sown in weakness, it is 
raised in power” (1 Corin-
thians 15:43).

The body that lies 

in the grave has been 
neglected. It may be worn 
out with age, abused by 
disease, or broken by an 
accident. But for believ-
ers in Christ, our bodies 
will be raised in glory 
— free of all infirmities. 
Those who were burned 
or maimed in wars will 
be whole. Old people will 
be young and vigorous. 
Resurrection bodies will 
know nothing of physical 
weakness. Human bodies 
are weak and dying, but 
resurrection bodies will be 
full of strength.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



LOS ANGELES (AP) 
— A tentative agreement 
between striking screenwrit-
ers and Hollywood studios 
offers some hope that the 
industry’s dual walkouts 
may soon be over. But when 
will your favorite shows 
return?

Well, it’s complicated. 
First, the agreement needs 
to pass two key votes — 
one involving the boards 
of the screenwriters union, 
followed by a vote by the 
11,500 members them-
selves.

Then there’s the fact 
that 65,000 film and tele-
vision actors remain on 
strike. That work stoppage 
will prevent many projects 
from returning to normal. 
Certain paused produc-
tions such as “Deadpool 
3,” “Yellowjackets” and 
the next film from Quentin 
Tarantino will still have to 
wait on actors to reach a 
deal with studios.
When is ‘Jimmy Kimmel 

Live’ coming back?
Once the contract is 

approved, work will resume 
more quickly for some 
writers than others. Late-
night talk shows were the 
first to be affected when 
the strike began, and they 
may be among the first to 
return to air now. NBC’s 
“The Tonight Show Star-
ring Jimmy Fallon,” ABC’s 
“Jimmy Kimmel Live” and 
“The Late Show With Ste-
phen Colbert” on CBS could 
come back within days.

They will return with a 
guest shortage, however. 
The actors strike limits pro-
motional appearances that 
are the lifeblood of late-
night shows.

“Saturday Night Live” 
might be able to return for 
its 49th season. Its writ-
ers could be at work soon 
on sketches, and its actors 
could perform because 
they work under a differ-
ent contract not covered by 
the actors strike, though as 
union members they may be 
reluctant to do so.

Shows that return while 
actors are still picketing 
could prove controver-
sial, as happened with the 
planned resumptions of day-
time shows including “The 
Drew Barrymore Show” 
and “The Talk.” Those plans 
were later abandoned.

One show that’s likely 

to make a speedy return 
is “Real Time with Bill 
Maher.” The host plotted a 
return without writers but 
ended up postponing once 
last week’s negotiations 
were set.

What about ‘Stranger 
Things’ and ‘Superman’

Writers rooms for script-
ed shows that shut down at 
the strike’s onset, including 
Netflix’s “Stranger Things,” 
“Severance” on Apple TV+ 
and “Abbott Elementary” 
on ABC are also likely to 
reactivate quickly. But with 
no performers to act out the 
scripts, long delays between 
page and screen will be 
inevitable.

Film writers will also 
get back to work on their 
slower timeline, though 
those working on scripts 
or  late revisions for 
already scheduled mov-
ies — including “Dead-
pool 3” and “Superman: 
Legacy” — will certainly 
be hustling to avoid further 
release-date delays.

Director Quentin Taranti-
no’s 10th film, “The Movie 
Critic,” is among the scripts 
that are written whose mak-
ers are awaiting actors’ 
return to sets.

When are Drew
 Barrymore and other day-
time shows coming back?

Barrymore’s planned 
return to her daytime televi-
sion show became a rallying 
point for picketers earlier 
this month, prompting her to 
cancel her plans. “The Talk” 
and “The Jennifer Hudson 
Show,” which also employ 
some screenwriters, also 
called off plans to return.

Barrymore and the other 
shows have not announced 
their plans for returning. 
However, the Writers Guild 
of America has made it 
clear: Guild members can-
not start working again on 
projects until the tentative 
contract is ratified.

That vote has not yet 
been scheduled.

Is there anything new 
coming out this fall?
Absolutely. Networks 

had to get creative with fall 
programming by tapping 
into international shows, 
game shows and more 
sports. But there are still 
several new series and mov-
ies coming out this year.

Some standout new-
comers include a “Walking 

Dead” show focused on fan 
favorite Daryl Dixon and a 
“John Wick” prequel series 
that are airing now. Still to 
premiere are a new Jesse L. 
Martin NBC series, “Irra-
tional,” and a “Frasier” 
sequel.

The PBS lineup is largely 
unaffected. It includes a Ken 
Burns documentary series, 
“The American Buffalo,” 

and a drama show about 
the lives of people fighting 
World War II airing. The 
network also has nonfic-
tion shows that examine 
Elon Musk’s Twitter take-
over, Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine and the Houston 
Astros cheating scandal, 
as well as how animals are 
adapting to human-caused 
habitat changes.
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Pedal pull participants
The Optimist Club hosted a pedal pull com-
petition Saturday morning, with 32 children 

competing. Pictured are the participants, which 
were separated by weight class. In the 31-40 lb. 
division, show above right, Burke Pfister placed 

first, Saige Fiechter second, and Boone Fiechter 
third; 41-50 lbs., pictured right, Kaehria Fiechter 
placed first, Oaklyn Fiechter secod, and Lincoln 

Gamble third; 51-60 lbs., shown below, Jace 
Fiechter placed first, Milo Fiechter second, 

and Madden Pfister third. No placements were 
awarded in the under 30 lb. division, shown 

above left, were all participants were too small 
to pedal the tractors. Participants were Hallie 

Yo, Ramsey Pfister, Fritz Angermeier and Reev 

First of Lahaina
residents return to 
destroyed homes 

By JENNIFER 
SINCO KELLEHER 

Associated Press
LAHAINA, Hawaii (AP) 

— The first of thousands 
of residents who lost their 
homes in the wildfire that 
destroyed the Hawaii town 
of Lahaina returned to their 
devastated properties Mon-
day, with some stopping for 
a moment of reflection and 
others searching for memen-
tos among the ruins.

“They’re very apprecia-
tive to get in here, some-
thing they’ve all been wait-
ing anxiously for,” Darryl 
Oliveira, interim administra-
tor of the Maui Emergency 
Management Agency, told 
reporters gathered outside 
the burn zone. “People who 
haven’t been here since the 
fire are taken aback by the 
amount of and extent of the 
destruction.”

In the days following 
the Aug. 8 wildfire, some 
people were able to return to 
their properties to evaluate 
the damage. But since then, 
the burned area has been 
off-limits to all but autho-
rized workers. Authorities 
opened one small part of it 
on Monday, allowing resi-
dents in for supervised vis-
its from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. By 
midday, about two dozen 
vehicles carrying residents 
had entered the area.

The prospect of return-
ing has stirred strong emo-
tions in residents who fled 
in vehicles or on foot as 
wind-whipped flames raced 
across Lahaina, the historic 
capital of the former Hawai-
ian kingdom, and overcame 
people stuck in traffic trying 
to escape.

The wildfire killed 
at least 97 people and 
destroyed more than 2,000 
buildings, most of them 
homes. Some survivors 
jumped over a sea wall and 
sheltered in the waves as hot 
black smoke blotted out the 
sun.

Officials urged returning 
residents not to sift through 
the ashes for fear of raising 
toxic dust. The first area to 
be cleared for reentry was 
a zone of about two dozen 
parcels in the northern part 
of Lahaina.

From a National Guard 
blockade near the burn zone, 

Jes Claydon has been able 
to see the ruins of the rental 
home where she lived for 
13 years and raised three 
children. Little remains rec-
ognizable beyond the jars of 
sea glass that stood outside 
the front door.

Claydon hoped to col-
lect those jars and any other 
mementos she might find.

“I want the freedom to 
just be there and absorb 
what happened,” Claydon 
said. “Whatever I might 
find, even if it’s just those 
jars of sea glass, I’m looking 
forward to taking it. ... It’s a 
piece of home.”

Claydon’s home was a 
single-story cinderblock 
house painted a reddish-
tan, similar to the red dirt in 
Lahaina. A few of the walls 
are still standing, and some 
green lawn remains, she 
said.

Those returning were 
given water, shade, wash-
ing stations, portable toilets, 
medical and mental health 
care, and transportation 
assistance if needed. Non-
profit groups also offered 
personal protective equip-
ment, including masks and 
coveralls. Officials say ash 
could contain asbestos, lead, 
arsenic or other toxins.

Most journalists were 
confined to an area where 
they could not see people 
visiting their properties. 
Oliveira said officials want-
ed to ensure residents had 
space and privacy to reflect 
or grieve.

A team of more than two 
dozen people from Samari-
tan’s Purse, a nondenomi-
national Christian ministry, 
was on hand to help resi-
dents sort through what was 
left of their homes, said 
Todd Taylor, who works 
with the organization.

“It’s like losing a loved 
one. That’s exactly what 
these folks are going 
through,” Taylor said. 
“Those homeowners can 
talk to us about their house 
— ‘This is where my bed-
room was, and I had a night-
stand here with my wedding 
ring,’ or, ‘My grandfather’s 
urn was on the sink’ — 
those type of indicators that 
can help our volunteers sift 
through the ash and look for 
very specific items.”

 TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!
www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/news-banner

Here’s when your favorite show may return 
as writers strike is on the verge of ending


