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Grand Marshall Tara Cocanower was accompanied in the Street Fair opening parade by her Bluffton High School golf team, teaching peers, friends and family. Sitting with her in the horse-drawn
carriage are her husband, Geoff, and nephew, Marshall Stoller. Pictured, the three wave to crowds along Market Street in downtown Bluffton. Pictured right is the parade’s winning float from the
Wells County Historical Socnety and Museum. More Street Fair photos inside. (Photos by Holly Gaskill)

Street Fair floats through downtown Bluffton

By DAVE SCHULTZ

The 2023 Bluffton Free Street
Fair got off to a delightful start
Tuesday night as the community
got a good look at itself with the
Opening Night Parade.

For good measure, a Jeep Parade
followed the floats and bands of the
Opening Night Parade, and when it

Southern Wells discusses
dropping test scores
and improvement plans

By HOLLY GASKILL

was over, those in attendance hit the
food vendors, viewed the displays
in the Industrial Tent, and greeted
friends and neighbors up and down
the Midway.

Grand Marshal for the Opening
Night Parade was Tara Coconow-
er, the Bluffton High School
teacher who has been the Indiana

Additionally, Conner is implementing

Teacher of the Year.

The theme for the Opening
Night Parade was “Growing the
Future,” and the No. 1 float as
decided by the judges was the
entry of the Wells County Histori-
cal Society. That earned the group
the first-place cash reward of $250.

Second place in the float com-

petition went to BBR Imports of
Bluffton, which received prize of
$200. Other prize-winning floats
belonged to the Musiclectics,
third place and $150; the South-
ern Wells Community Church,
fourth place and $100; and Markle
Health and Rehabilitation, fifth
place and $50.

The parade featured bands from
Bluffton, Southern Wells, and
Norwell high schools. The Street
Fair Band was in the parade twice,
once in the early going and again
in the parade’s late stages when it
was allowed in as the last entrant
in the Jeep parade.

(Continued on Page 2)

Test scores at Southern Wells are lower
than administrators would like, but they’re
putting in the groundwork to combat
slumps.

Jr./Sr. High School Principal Kim Con-
ner and Elementary Principal Kristen Wall
presented their annual school improvement
plans during the school board’s meeting
Tuesday evening. Either administrator pro-
vided a plan to turn downward-trending data
around.

Conner, for example, showed scores
from Advanced Placement Calculus, which,
if scoring a three or higher on the AP test,
can earn college credit. Among last year’s
class of 11 students, however, every student
scored a one. The year before, two-thirds of
the class scored a one.

With this in mind, Conner said the
teacher consulted the AP Calculus teacher
at South Adams High School, who’s had a
higher percentage of students passing the
test. Conner said the school would also look
into professional development opportunities
for the AP teachers.

attendance incentives and disciplinary plans
to cut down on repeat offenders.

Meanwhile, Wall explained she’s pick-
ing up the third year of a three-year plan
of her predecessor, Cari Whicker. Wall
showed ILEARN statistics for the last
three years, which show a downward trend
both at Southern Wells and statewide.

That said, Southern Wells previously
scored higher than state averages but has
dipped just below the state average in the
last two years.

Assistant Principal Jessica Killingback
said she’s begun implementing daily prac-
tice problems based on ILEARN questions
among the third grade. She hopes this regu-
lar repetition helps the teacher identify items
for review and students who need extra sup-
port, as well as makes the test format more
familiar to the students.

Superintendent Trent Lehman commend-
ed the administrators, teachers, and students,
noting that the state testing requirements are
often a “moving target.”

(Continued on Page 2)

Jeep parade

Two of Tuesday night’s best seats belonged to Madison Mason, left, and her friend, Dana
Minnich, as they sat on top of the vehicle owned by Wes and Helen Minnich, in the more
conventional seats, during the Jeep Parade that concluded the Bluffton Free Street Fair’s
Opening Night festivities. (Photo by Dave Schultz)

Americans released by Iran arrive in the U.S. after deal

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Americans detained for years in
Iran arrived home Tuesday, tear-
fully hugged their loved ones and
declared “Freedom!” after being
let go as part of a politically risky
deal that saw President Joe Biden
agree to the release of nearly $6

billion in frozen Iranian assets.
The prisoners landed at Fort
Belvoir, Virginia, with clapping
and cheers heard in the predawn
hours. Siamak Namazi, the first
off the jet, paused for a moment,
closed his eyes and took a deep
breath before leaving the plane.

Loved ones, some holding small
American flags, enveloped them
in hugs and exchanged greetings
in English and Farsi, the main lan-
guage of Iran.

“The nightmare is finally over,”
Namazi’s brother, Babak, said at
the airport.

“We haven’t had this moment
in over eight years,” he added,
his arm around his brother and his
formerly detained father, Baquer,
who had been earlier released by
Iran. “It’s unbelievable.”

One of the other freed Ameri-
cans, Emad Sharghi, received

from his sister, Neda, a U.S. flag
and a stuffed animal that she had
given to their father 30 years ago
when he had bypass surgery, a
family representative said.
The former prisoners, who flew
on the Gulfstream 5 that brought
(Continued on Page 2)

House Republicans set Biden impeachment inquiry hearing

WASHINGTON (AP) —
House Republicans plan to hold
their first hearing next week in
their impeachment inquiry into
President Joe Biden.

The hearing — scheduled for
Sept. 28 — is expected to focus
on “constitutional and legal ques-

tions” that surround the allega-
tions of Biden’s involvement in his
son Hunter’s overseas businesses,
according to a spokesperson for
the House Oversight Committee.
Republicans — led by House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy — have
contended in recent weeks that

Biden’s actions from his time as
vice president show a “culture of
corruption,” and that his son used
the “Biden brand” to advance his
business with foreign clients.

The spokesperson also said
Rep. James Comer, R-Ky., chair-
man of Oversight, plans to issue

subpoenas for the personal and
business bank records of Hunter
Biden and the president’s broth-
er James Biden “as early as this
week.” McCarthy appointed
Comer to lead the inquiry in coor-
dination with Judiciary Committee
Chairman Jim Jordan and Ways &

Means Chairman Jason Smith.
The White House has called the

effort by House Republicans in the

midst of the presidential campaign

“extreme politics at its worst.”
“Staging a political stunt hear-

ing in the waning days before they

(Continued on Page 2)
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Amusement rides, 5 p.m. to close)
6 p.m. — Antique and Classic Car Parade, Midway
6:15 p.m. — High School Band Parade, Midway.
7 to 8:30 p.m. — Community Worship Night, main stage

on West Washington Street.

7:30 p.m. — Street Fair Band, Main and Washington

streets.

9 p.m. — Street Fair Band, Market and Johnson streets.

Street Fair opening night

(Continued from Page 1)

Representatives of community
organizations, as usual, were a part
of the parade, as were city and county
officeholders. Several political can-
didates had a place in the parade as
well.

There were sprinkles of rain on
and off early in the evening, but no
rain marred the actual parades. While

Street.

stage

Amusement rides, 5 p.m. to close)
6 p.m. — Industrial Parade, Midway
8 to 10 p.m. — Concert by the Four Horseman (Metal-
lica tribute band), Ruoff Main Stage on West Washington

7:30 to 8:15 p.m. — Street Fair Band, Parlor City Plaza

9 p.m. — Street Fair Band, Main and Market streets.

somewhat cooler temperatures pre-
vailed Tuesday, the weather forecast
for the rest of the week calls for highs
in the 80s each day through the fair’s
conclusion on Saturday.
Wednesday’s highlight will be
the Antique and Classic Car Show
at noon on the South Main Street
portion of the Midway. The awards
for the car show will be announced

at 5:30 p.m., and the vehicles will
cruise through a parade starting
about 6 p.m.

Another parade, of area high school
marching bands, is also scheduled for
early Wednesday evening.

Also on Wednesday will be a Com-
munity Worship Service at the West
Washington Street stage.

daves@news-banner.com

High: 73; Low: 43; Precipitation: Trace of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.20

feet at 9:45 p.m. Tuesday

Wells County forecast

Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 81. South wind 5

to 10 mph.

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 57. Southeast

wind around 5 mph.

Thursday: Partly sunny, with a high near 83. South wind

around 5 mph.

Thursday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 58.

Southeast wind around 5 mph.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 84.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 57.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 81.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 55.

Sunday: A 20 percent chance of showers after 2 p.m.
Mostly sunny, with a high near 80.

Sunday Night: A 20 percent chance of showers. Mostly

cloudy, with a low around 56.
Monday: A 30 percent chance of showers. Partly sunny,

Southern Wells

(Continued from Page 1)

Other items were:

e Lehman notified the
board the technology fees
for this year would be lower
than previous years. A
detailed list of these charges
is available on the school’s
website.

* A series of items provid-
ed by school maintenance
were declared as “surplus,”
allowing the district to sell
them. The funds, Lehman
said, will go into the general
maintenance fund.

* The board accepted the
resignation of instructional
aide Gina Pence.

* The following employ-
ment recommendations
were approved: Tonia Har-
ris, custodian; Eric Pence,
junior high football assis-

tant coach; Kyle Penrod,
junior varsity football assis-
tant coach; Chris Duncan
and Amanda Lane, soft-
ball assistant coaches; and
Annette Loney, concession
stand manager. The board
also approved a stipend for
Joel Roush to cover ath-
letic director responsibilities
and Principal Kim Conner
to cover preschool director
responsibilities.

* Martha Paxson was also
approved as Sunshine spon-
sor, Taylor Benedict as prom
sponsor, and Whitney Pow-
ell as freshman class spon-
SOr.

* Donations were accept-
ed from Chapel Grove
Church for elementary stu-
dent needs and Smith Garage
& Trucking, Prible Ag Prod-

ucts, McNatt Friendship Cir-
cle, and McNatt Men for the
senior trip.

* Approved field trip
requests from the physics
class to visit Cedar Point on
May 6, 2024, and the cross
counfry team to go to Terre
Haute Nov. 11-12 for the
Midwest Regional competi-
tion.

e Approved facility use
requested from PIE for
Moments with Mom on Oct.
11 in the elementary school
cafeteria; a Cub Scout
recruitment meeting on
Sept. 27 in the elementary
school cafeteria; Senior Sun-
rise Fellowship on the foot-
ball field on Sept. 26; and
the Youth for Christ banquet
on Nov. 2 in the high school
cafeteria.

* The board approved a
series of fundraisers, includ-
ing a list of fundraisers
for the junior high student
council; girls’ basketball to
sell pork chop dinner tick-
ets Oct. 23-Nov. 10, host
elementary intramurals in
September and October, cal-
endar days, and youth camp
May 13-16; football to par-
ticipate in Wells County
Rural Town Clean-Up Day
on Sept. 30; FCCLA Dine
to Donate Oct. 4 and Nov.
8; PIE selling LaBraid Oct.
11-27; fifth grade to sell
DARE t-shirts; Sunshine
Club to sell caramel brown-
ies; athletics to sell laundry
soap and Wick’s pies; and
physics alumni game on
Jan. 6.

holly@news-banner.com

Americans arrive in U.S.

(Continued from Page 1)
WNBA star Brittney Griner home after
her detention in Russia, later posed for
a group photograph with their families,
calling out: “Freedom!”

The successful negotiations for the
Americans’ freedom brought Biden
profuse thanks from their families but
heat from Republican presidential
rivals and other opponents for the mon-
etary arrangement with one of Ameri-
ca’s top adversaries.

“Today, five innocent Americans
who were imprisoned in Iran are
finally coming home,” the Democratic
president said in a statement released
as the plane carrying the group from
Tehran initially landed in Doha, Qatar,
on Monday.

Iran’s hard-line President Ebrahim
Raisi, on hand for the United Nations
General Assembly in New York, sug-
gested the exchange could be “a step in
the direction of a humanitarian action
between us and America.”

“It can definitely help in building
trust,” Raisi told journalists.

Iran aired footage of the two prison-
ers who returned to the Islamic Repub-
lic as part of the swap, while two will
remain in the U.S. and a fifth will go to
a third country. The two who returned
hugged their families and criticized the
U.S. for their sentences.

“The U.S government accused me of
having the will to jeopardize U.S inter-
ests through disregarding the sanctions.
I wonder how the U.S government can
accuse someone of a crime by reading
his mind?” Reza Sarhangpour Kafrani
told Iranian state television.

Kafrani was indicted in 2021.
charged with unlawfully exporting lab-
oratory equipment to Iran and money
laundering, though his case had not yet
moved to trial.

Also released, according to Nour
News, was Mehrdad Ansari, an Iranian

sentenced by the U.S. to 63 months in
prison in 2021 for obtaining equipment
that could be used in missiles, electron-
ic warfare, nuclear weapons and other
military gear.

Tensions are almost certain to
remain high between the U.S. and Iran,
which are locked in disputes over Teh-
ran’s nuclear program and other mat-
ters. Iran says the program is peaceful,
but it now enriches uranium closer than
ever to weapons-grade levels.

The prisoner release unfolded amid
a major American military buildup in
the Persian Gulf, with the possibility
of U.S. troops boarding and guarding
commercial ships in the Strait of Hor-
muz, through which 20 percent of all
oil shipments pass.

When the Americans initially
stopped in Doha after their release from
Iran, three of them — Namazi, Sharghi
and Morad Tahbaz — emerged. They
hugged the U.S. ambassador to Qatar,
Timmy Davis, and others. The three
then threw their arms over one anoth-
er’s shoulders and walked off toward
the airport.

In a statement issued on his behalf,
Namazi said: “I would not be free
today, if it wasn’t for all of you who
didn’t allow the world to forget me.”

“Thank you for being my voice
when I could not speak for myself and
for making sure I was heard when I
mustered the strength to scream from
behind the impenetrable walls of Evin
Prison,” he said.

The United States did not immedi-
ately identify the other two freed Amer-
icans. All were released in exchange for
five Iranians in U.S. custody and for the
deal over the frozen Iranian assets owed
by South Korea. The Biden administra-
tion said the five freed Iranians pose no
threat to U.S. national security.

Two of the imprisoned Americans’
family members, Effie Namazi and

Vida Tahbaz, who had been under trav-
el bans in Iran, also were on the plane.

The $5.9 billion in cash released to
Iran represents money South Korea
owed Iran — but had not yet paid — for
oil purchased before the U.S. imposed
sanctions on such transactions in 2019.

The U.S. maintains that, once
in Qatar, the money will be held in
restricted accounts to be used only for
humanitarian goods, such as medicine
and food. Those transactions are cur-
rently allowed under American sanc-
tions targeting the Islamic Republic
over its advancing nuclear program.

Iranian government officials have
largely concurred, though some hard-
liners have insisted, without evidence,
that there would be no restrictions on
how Tehran spends the money.

The deal has already opened Biden
to fresh criticism from Republicans
and others who say the administration
is helping boost the Iranian economy
at a time when Iran poses a growing
threat to American troops and Mideast
allies. That could have implications in
his re-election campaign.

Former President Donald Trump,
the early front-runner for the 2024
Republican presidential nomination,
called it an “absolutely ridiculous” deal
on the Truth Social social media site.
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McCon-
nell accused Biden of “rewarding and
incentivizing Tehran’s bad behavior.”

Biden held what the White House
described as an emotional phone call
with the families of the freed Ameri-
cans after their release.

In his statement, Biden demanded
more information on what happened to
Bob Levinson, an American who went
missing years ago. The Biden adminis-
tration also announced fresh sanctions
on former Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad and the Iranian Ministry
of Intelligence.
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“Growing the Future”

WEDNESDAY
12-5:30 pm - Antique & Classic Car Show - Along S. Main
7-8:30 pm - Music-Community Worship Night Band - Stage

THURSDAY
8-10 pm - Free Concert - The Four Horsemen - Stage

FRIDAY

7-9 pm - FNX Wrestling - Stage

SATURDAY
11 am - Diaper Derby- Baby crawl Race - Stage

11:15 pm - OPTIMIST Tractor Pull - 3-7 Yearold=W Washington
11:30 pm - Kids Big Wheel Race- 6-8Year old -AWWashington

6-8 pm - Street Fair Idol - Main Event =-Stage
9 pm~=CONCERT: Fooz Fighters - Stage

$10.00 REGISTRATION FEE

REGISTRATION START AT NOON CRUISE PARADE AT 6:00 PM
Registation includlos Cor Shous- Short i the 1:£ 100, Nice sk plocyues, & Elogils for sl awardls

LOTS OF AWARDS & MANY SPECIALITY AWARDS

Best Engine + Best faint + Best Jutorion + Bert Truck » My. WWells

with a high near 77.

Impeachment

(Continued from Page 1)
may shut down the govern-
ment reveals their true prior-
ities: To them, baseless per-
sonal attacks on President
Biden are more important
than preventing a govern-
ment shutdown and the pain
it would inflict on Ameri-
can families.,” Ian Sams, a
White House spokesman,
said in a statement Tuesday.

McCarthy announced the
impeachment inquiry last
week after facing mount-
ing pressure from his right
flank to take action against
Biden or risk being ousted
from his leadership job. At
the same time, the speaker is
struggling to pass legislation
needed to avoid a federal
government shutdown at the
end of the month.

The California lawmaker
launched the inquiry with-
out a House vote, and it’s
unclear if he would have
enough support to approve
it from his slim GOP major-
ity. Some lawmakers have
criticized the evidence so far
as not reaching the Consti-
tution’s bar of “high crimes
and misdemeanors.”

An inquiry is a step clos-
er to an impeachment of the
president, a constitutional
tool which until recently
was rare in Congress.

But McCarthy and other
Republicans have been fac-
ing months of direct chal-
lenges from Trump — who
is now the Republican front-

runner to challenge Biden
in next year’s election — to
move forward with proceed-
ings against his opponent.
The action also is seen as
an effort to distract attention
from the indicted former
president’s legal challenges
and turn a negative spotlight
on Biden.

The impeachment
inquiry is expected to build
upon the work that Comer
and others have done since
gaining the House majority
in January. There are sev-
eral investigative lanes but
Comer has been tasked with
following the money that
went through Biden’s son’s
and brother’s various busi-
nesses accounts.

The chairman has
claimed repeatedly that the
Biden family engaged in an
influence-peddling scheme,
but has yet to directly tie
any of that to the president
himself.

Republicans have focused
much attention on an unveri-
fied tip to the FBI that
alleged a bribery scheme
involving Biden when he
was vice president. The brib-
ery claim, which emerged
in 2019 and was part of
Trump’s first impeachment,
relates to the allegation that
Biden pressured Ukraine
to fire its top prosecutor in
order to stop an investigation
into Burisma, the oil-and-
gas company where Hunter
Biden was on the board.

Opening 10 am Sept. 22 for Fall
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« Pumpkin/Gourd Variety & Much More!
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Dianne Schwarzkopf, 80

Dianne E. Schwarzkopf, 80,
of Spring Hill, Tenn., formerly of
Montpelier, passed away on Satur-
day, Sept. 16, 2023. She was born
on Dec. 11, 1942, in Hartford City.

Dianne graduated from Montpe-
lier High School with the class of
1960. Dianne worked at 3M Com-
pany in Hartford City; enjoyed her
work as a wedding coordinator
and florist; and retired from the
Wells County Probation Depart-
ment in Bluffton after 23 years of
service. She was a member of the
Presbyterian Church, Psi lota Xi Sorority and American
Legion Auxiliary. She enjoyed gardening, crafts and
traveling. Most of all, she enjoyed playing board/card
games with her grandsons. She moved to Spring Hill in
2012 so she could be with her family and there she vol-
unteered at Graceworks Ministries.

Loving survivors include her daughter, Stephanie
Lynn Butcher, son-in-law, Bradley Butcher, and grand-
sons Blake and Tate Butcher; a brother, Rodney Black
and his wife Ruth Anne; along with nieces and neph-
ews. She was preceded in death by her parents, Rex
and Esther Mae Black.

Family and friends may gather from 1-3 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 23, 2023, at the Walker & Glancy Funeral
Home in Montpelier to participate in her celebration of
life.

A funeral service will begin at 3 p.m. Interment will be
at Brookside Cemetery immediately following the ser-
vice.

Memorials can be made in her honor to the Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary, Post 156 107 E. Windsor Street,
Montpelier, IN 47359.

Doris Jean Brovont, 73

Doris Jean Brovont, 73, of Decatur, died Tuesday
afternoon, Sept. 19, 2023, at her home, surrounded by
her family.

Funeral Arrangements are pending at this time with
the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton.

Reigning royalty

2022 Street Fair Princess Summer Hamilton and Prince
Jerrin Terry wave to the crowds during the opening parade
on Monday. Their successors will be crowned during the

annual Street Fair pageant at noon on Saturday, Sept. 23.
(Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Free weekend events at
Ouabache park

Events this weekend at Ouabache State Park will include
a Youth Free Fishing Derby on Saturday and a Free Admis-
sion to the Park day on Sunday.

Also on the agenda are:

Friday: Look for the roving Interpreters Bret Dausch and
Rose Nevil for part activities.

Saturday: Free Fishing Day to Celebrate National Public
Lands Day:

10 a.m.: Bison feeding, meeting at the Feeding Shed.

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fishing Derby with prizes for the
most catches in each age group (with parent supervision).
Meet at the Boat House to sign-up at 11:30 a.m. with the
Derby to begin at 12 noon.

2 p.m.: Fish Craft, meeting at the Campview Shelter for
fun fish craft to take home.

4 p.m.: Volunteer Hike, meeting at the Boat House for a
hike around the lake to pick up trash and move limbs. Learn
more about volunteer opportunities at Ouabache State Park.

Sunday: Free Admission Day!

10 a.m.: Fire Tower Climb, joining the naturalists at the
town to learn more about the 90 foot structure.

5 p.m.: Ouabache Bingo, meeting at the Lakeside Shelter
for theme Bingo and call out “Bison” to win prizes.

INCIDENTS

City:

Friday, 4:16 p.m., Bluff-
ton Police Department. Sub-
ject reported credit cards
opened in her name, address
is in Marion. Advised to call
Marion Police Department.

Friday, 6:02 p.m., 100
block of Capri Court. Report
of theft.

Friday, 7:25 p.m., 20
block of Lakeside drive.
Caller reported multiple
juveniles on quad with no
helmets. Officer spoke to
parents about not driving on
roads and wearing a helmet.

Friday, 7:45 p.m., Capri
Meadows Apartments. Call-
er reported man speaking in
strange terms Officer spoke
with subject who advised he
was okay and that he used
to work for the UN. He also
told the officer he was the
greatest police officer in the
world.

Friday, 9:48 p.m., Union
and Washington streets.
Caller reported group of
juveniles “hoopin’ and hol-
lerin’” on Union Street.
Officer spoke to juveniles
and advised them to keep it
down.

Friday, 9:56 p.m., 900
block of North Main Street.
Caller reported smoke from
burning going into windows
of his residence.

Friday, 10:30 p.m., 800
block of Creek Drive. Wel-
fare check requested for
subject. Man advised he was
okay.

Friday, 11:18 p.m., 1100
West Washington Street.
Caller reported a group
of juveniles, one possibly
kicked a door.

Saturday, 1:06 a.m.,
2900 Ind. 124. Report of a
deceased deer off the road-
way.
Saturday, 1:42 a.m., 900
block of East River Road.
Caller reported she borrowed
a car from a family mem-
ber and found a loaded gun
under the passenger seat.
When she confronted the
family member they became
defensive and took the gun.
The caller reportedly got in
car and drove away.

Saturday, 2:03 a.m., 70
block of Capri Court. Caller
reported neighbor being
loud.

Saturday, 5:51 a.m., 800
block of Eastmoor Drive.
Report of a woman acting
strangely. Woman taken for
evaluation by medics.

Saturday, 7:47 a.m., West
Market Street and Morgan
Road. Street department
requested several vehicles
removed.

Saturday, 9:34 a.m., 200
block of East Washington
Street. Caller requested
assistance with son who had
been drinking.

Saturday, 10:25 a.m.,
1000 block of Sycamore
Lane. Report of a sign on
the ground, likely struck by
a vehicle.

Saturday, 12:42 p.m.,
North Morgan and West
Perry streets. Report of a 22
year old struck by a vehicle
after not stopping on his
skateboard. Subject was
checked out by EMS and
refused medical care.

Saturday, 1:56 p.m., 400
block of West Wiley Avenue.
Caller reported finding pre-
scribed medication belong-
ing to someone else under
family members mattress.

Saturday, 3:49 p.m.,
Grace and Mercy. Caller

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE
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Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get
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In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION
In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall - 260-824-1618
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reported theft.

Saturday, 5:01 p.m., 400
block of West Wiley Avenue.
Caller requested officer to
standby while subject gath-
ers property.

Saturday, 6:56 p.m., West
Market and North Morgan
streets. Report of juveniles
riding bikes in industrial
tent, they left before officers
arrived.

Saturday, 8:30 p.m., 1300
block of West Cherry Street.
Report of a juvenile shooting
off bb gun. Advised not to
shoot in city limits.

Saturday, 9:00 p.m.,
West Central Avenue and
South Baldwin Street.
Report of a man looking
into windows of multiple
houses.

Saturday, 10:18 p.m., 200
block of Capri Court. Caller
reported subject cut him and
went back to apartment. One
person detained.

Sunday, 3:33 a.m.,
900 block of South John-
son Street. Caller reported
a domestic issue. Parties
worked it out.

Sunday, 9:00 a.m., Sun
and Suds. Located an ID
card, contacted owner.

Sunday, 12:38 p.m., 200
block of Elm Grove Road.
Caller requested assistance
with custody issue.

Sunday, 2:04 p.m., Praxis.
Caller reported subject on
property, subject reported
they were just checking out
building.

Sunday, 3:47 p.m.,
Walmart. Report of counter-
feit bills.

Sunday, 4:39 p.m., North
Main and East Market
streets. Report of juveniles
on bikes causing issues.
Spoke to juveniles.

Monday, 12:07 a.m., 200
block of North Union Street.
Caller reported having
video footage of male ring-
ing doorbell before running
away.

Monday, 2:05 a.m., 800
block of Parkview Drive.
Caller requested assistance
with getting key to family
member to pick her up. Offi-
cer delivered key.

Monday, 10:45 a.m., Pak
A Sak South. Caller request-
ed trespass warning be given
to subject who left property.

Monday, 12:38 p.m., 200
block of Capri Court. Call-
er reported son would not
return apartment keys.

Monday, 12:58 p.m.,
Kroger. Report of two sub-
jects panhandling.

Monday, 3:56 p.m., 400
block of West Market Street.
Caller reported vehicle in
front of no parking sign.
Subject was leaving upon
arrival.

Monday, 4:43 p.m., 900
block of Reid Street. Caller
reported subject stole his
dirtbike.

Monday, 5:04 p.m.,
Bluffton Police Department.
Caller reported subject stole
inflatable donuts and banana.

Monday, 5:54 p.m., 1100
block of West Central Ave-
nue. Caller reported loud ste-
reo noise,

Monday, 6:08 p.m.,
Scooters Coffee. Report that
a subject is potentially living
in enclosed dumpster area.
Caller advised to dispose of
property or leave it in case
the person returns.

Monday, 6:28 p.m.,
McDonalds. Caller request-
ed trespass warning for sub-
ject.

Monday, 7:58 p.m., Pak
A Sak North. Bikers Against
Predators met with a man
who reportedly believed he
was meeting a 12 year old
for sexual activities. Teddy
Hussung was arrested and
allegedly works for the car-
nival.

Tuesday, 12:04 a.m.,
South Bennett and East
South streets. Report of a
blue cadillac playing music
loudly. Driver advised he
would turn it down.

Tuesday, 11:53 a.m.,
South Williams and West
Washington streets. Report
of an issue with juvenile.

Tuesday, 1:10 p.m., Hard-
ees. Report of a two vehicles
parking improperly.

County:

Friday, 2:56 p.m., East
1200 South and South 600
East, Geneva. Subjects
requested officer to stand-
by while animal shelter
removes animal at owner
request. No issues.

Saturday, 12:46 a.m.,
Ginger Fresh Market.
Michael Roberson was given
a citation for disregarding a
stop sign.

Ossian:

Friday, 11:47 p.m., 200
block of South Melch-
ing Drive, Ossian. Mother
requested welfare check
for 8 and 12 year old chil-
dren arguing at their fathers
house. They advised they
were just bickering. The offi-
cer asked where their dad
was and they stated he was
at the bar.

Saturday, 1:01 a.m.,
North Jefferson Street and
Davis Road, Ossian. Offi-
cer pulled subject over
for expired registration. A
strong odor of raw marijua-
na emitted from the vehicle.
Joseph Allen Ashe Jr. was
arrested for possession of
marijuana, a Class B misde-
meanor.

Saturday, 9:01 a.m.,
11000 North 100 West,
Ossian. Welfare check
requested for juvenile from
out of state parent. No issues
found.

Saturday, 12:34 p.m., Ind.
1 and Industrial Parkway,
Ossian. Officer removed a
chair from roadway.

Police Notebook

Saturday, 4:21 p.m.,
11000 North 100 West,
Ossian. Officer requested to
cite individuals who are not
supposed to be on property.

ACCIDENTS

City:

Wednesday, 10:50 a.m.,
Ind. 1 and Jackson Street.
Jared Kedanis was wait-
ing to turn eastbound in his
Freightlnger M2 when Balil
Mohammad pulled from the
intersection and drove his
Toyota Rav4 into Kedanis’s
vehicle. A passenger in the
vehicle with Kendanis con-
firmed the events. Damages
not exceeding $5,000.

Friday, 11:57 a.m., 1111
South Adams Street. Gage
Diffee reported he turned
his Dodge Dakota too wide
and grazed the rear driver’s
side corner of Julie Owings’s
Chevrolet Silverado. Owings
was parked and in the vehi-
cle at the time of the acci-
dent. Damages not exceed-
ing $2,500.

FIRES

Saturday, 8:29 p.m.,
10000 North 600 East,
Ossian. Report of smoke.
Tall evergreen tree on fire,
fire was put out approxi-
mately one and a half hours
later.

ARRESTS

Richard D Leverton, 42,
Ossian, domestic battery
- simple assault, a Class A
misdemeanor. Bond set at
$25,000.

Roy Jacob Brown, 21,
Bluffton, domestic battery
with a deadly weapon, a
Level 5 felony. Bond set at
$15,000.

Alison Paige Frederick,
25, Zanesville, operating a
vehicle while intoxicated -
prior conviction, a Level 6
felony.

Joseph Allen Ashe Jr.,
25, Bluffton, possession of
marijuana, a Class B misde-
meanor.

Luz Y Rodriguez Hoyos,
45, Elkhart, resisting law
enforcement, a Class A mis-
demeanor, and disorderly
conduct, a Class B misde-
meanor. Bond set at $2,500.

Colin Michael Heron,
20, Ossian, minor consume
an alcoholic beverage, a
Class A misdemeanor and
operating a vehicle with an
ACE of .15 or more a Class
A misdemeanor. Bond set at
$1,500.

“Crowing the Puture”

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2023

7pm - Grand Opening & Jeep Parade - Midway
Grand Marshal: Tara Cocanower

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2023
6pm - Antique & Classic Car Parade - Midway
6:15pm - High School Band Parade - Midway

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2023
6pm - Industrial Parade - Midway

Entry Forms: www.blufftonstreetfair.com
or Call The Fair Office at 260-824-4351

4 Bluffton Street Fair*

*

2023 Kids Day Schedule

@
. Saturday, September 23rd
EVENTS AT THE CONCERT STAGE

1:00 AM DIAPER DERBY

*FOR AGES 1 & UNDER

115 AM TRACTOR PULL

*FOR KIDS 60 LBS & UNDER
1:30 AM BIG WHEEL RACE

*FOR AGES 6-8 YEARS

EVENTS AT THE COURHOUSE PLAZA STAGE
12 PM PRINCE & PRINCESS JUDGING

*FOR AGES 4-6 YEARS

<+

**AN APPLICATION & PHOTO (LINK AVAILABLE ON FACEBOOK PAGE)
MUST BE SUBMITTED BY SEPTEMBER 1ST**

If you have questions, please contact Andrea Mann at <

l (260) 433-3417/andrea.abcstudio@gmail.com. You can also

visit the Bluffton Street Fair Association Facebook page.

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU AT THE FAIRI

ALL EVENTS ARE FREE

Follow us on Twitter at... twitter.com/newsbanner
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An economist’s thoughts
about Trump’s tax plan

This past week, the Trump cam-
paign sketched out a tax plan for what
they hope to be a second administra-
tion. To be clear, Mr. Trump failed to
achieve any of the policy goals of his
first administration, and conducted
a second campaign without a policy
platform. So, it is hard to take seriously
any of Mr. Trump’s policy. Still, it is
always a good time to cogitate through
the potential economic effects of tax
proposals.

Every tax discussion today, and
for the coming decades,
should begin by acknowl-
edging our enormous fed-
eral debt. This discussion
must admit that our huge

‘Hoosier
debt is wholly biparti- (‘)pinions
san. Mr. Trump, and the

GOP House and Senate, was a far bigger spender than Mr.
Obama. Before COVID, the Trump administration grew
more federal debt than any other president who did not face
a recession. During COVID, he blew lid off the debt, in
what was the single largest one-time increase in debt across
in US history. Mr. Biden extended the spending spree; he
didn’t invent it.

Likewise, no member of Congress of either party is
without blame. There are no honest actors. Even the hand-
ful of members who voted against big spending bills offer
no serious pathway to reducing the debt. The perfidy of
Congress is a good reason to critically evaluate these sorts
of tax plans.

In considering any tax change, first question how it
might eventually reduce the debt. That may be why Dr. Art
Laffer spoke about the tax plan. Laffer became famous dur-
ing the Reagan administration for arguing that reduction of
high marginal tax rates would spur economic growth. His
‘Laffer Curve” provided a visual display of the ill effects of
very high taxes on the U.S. economy and federal budget.

Dr. Laffer’s arguments won the day, and President Rea-
gan secured major tax cuts. I believe these lower tax rates
helped boost economic growth in the United States through
the 1980s. But to be clear, the evidence on that point is far
from decisive. Many economists, studying the issue in good
faith, remain unconvinced that it played an important role
in boosting growth.

However, the critical prediction of the Laffer Curve isn’t
that cutting taxes would grow the economy. The real pre-
diction is that tax cuts would increase economic growth so
much that they would lead to an increase in tax revenues.
On that point there is precisely zero disagreement. The evi-
dence is overwhelmingly clear—the Reagan tax cuts failed
to boost tax revenues.

It is important to note that when Dr. Laffer pushed his
ideas into the political forefront, the top corporate tax
rate was about 45 percent, and the top income tax bracket
was 70 percent. They are today 21 percent and 37 percent
respectively. If cutting those very high rates back in the
1980s didn’t boost tax revenues, cutting these lower rates
cannot. The math on this issue ineluctable.

In a further twist, Mr. Trump also proposes to levy a fur-
ther 10 percent tariff on Chinese imports. It is worth noting
that the last time he instituted tariffs, the Midwest saw large
manufacturing job losses. Indiana was hit especially hard,
and in the few months before COVID, Indiana slipped into
recession-like conditions. Mr. Trump’s tax plan is nothing
but another campaign gimmick that’ll be forgotten in a mat-
ter of days. However, it raises important questions for other
candidates.

Corporate taxes are popular with citizens who fail to
notice that corporations are mostly owned by individu-
als through their retirement savings. So, taxing corporate
profits actually taxes the retirement funds of teachers,
firefighters, auto workers and anyone who owns a defined
contribution retirement plan. While it is certainly fine to tax
these earnings, they will again be taxed when they flow to
retirees. So, corporate tax and income tax affect each dollar
of retirement earning twice.

About 8 in 10 households eventually own some sort of
retirement fund that owns corporations. At any given time
about 6 in 10 families hold some sort of stock or retirement
fund. So, calls to reduce corporate taxation can be motivat-
ed by equity concerns over the treatment of different types
of income. We are all capitalists now.

Other factors influence the efficacy of a proposed tax
change. The reduction of corporate taxes would reduce
the tax burden on the richest 60 percent of the population,
with a heavy weight of benefit flowing to older Americans.
There is no such thing as an optimal level of progressiv-
ity, but we’ve long sided with Adam Smith in his Wealth
of Nations that; “It is not very unreasonable that the rich
should contribute to the public expense, not only in pro-
portion to their revenue, but something more than in that
proportion.”

A large tax cut aimed at the middle class and more-afflu-
ent households is cause for consideration. However, I think
it is less the progressivity issue than it is of intergeneration-
al equity. You see, a tax cut on older Americans today will
affect taxpayers who already will receive far more generous
Social Security benefits than will today’s younger workers.

The very large federal deficit can only be remedied
through some combination of benefit cuts and tax increas-
es. Anyone who tells you something differently is either
innumerate or lying to you (or both). So, a tax cut that is
targeted at today’s older population will redistribute wealth
from those receiving much higher government benefits to
those likely to receive less.

There are reasons for one generation to bear a dis-
proportionate tax. For example, it was the parents of the
Greatest Generation who bore the tax burdens during and
after World War I, following their own war and the Great
Depression. There’s good reason they were called the Lost
Generation. Yet, the tax and Savings Bond appeals of the
1940s very specifically focused on their duty to a younger
generation. We would be a better country if we thought
more about this sort of thing.

Tariffs likewise have a disproportionate affect on poorer
households. A 10 percent tariff on China will make goods
more expensive, both imported and domestically produced.
Typically, young and poor households spend a higher share
of their income on goods than do older, richer households.
So, a tariff lands squarely on the shoulders of younger,
poorer workers.

‘We probably shouldn’t take campaign promises too
seriously, especially when they come to taxes. Still, ask-
ing key questions about taxes is an important way to judge
candidates. How serious are these candidates, what do they
say they care about, and how carefully do they consider the
effect of taxes on different constituents? Taxes are not the
most important issue facing our nation today, but they offer
a very clear, quantifiable gauge on candidate priorities.

Michael
Hicks

Michael Hicks is the George and Frances Ball Distinguished
Professor of Economics and the director of the Center for Business
and Economic Research at Ball State University.

TRE RACE,
THUS FAR....

Trying to disqualify Trump is
lawlessness masquerading as legality

Mae West (1893-1980), a salty actress, once
played a character who said that when facing a choice
between two evils, she opted for the one she hadn’t
tried before. A 2024 presidential choice between
today’s incumbent and his immediate predecessor
would preclude West’s cheerful strategy: Both have
been tried, and together have produced a whopping
bipartisan majority eager to see the last of them. This
partly explains the spreading flirtation with the idea
that the 14th Amendment bars Donald Trump from
seeking the presidency.

Many advocates of this idea are academics eager
to infect presidential politics with the cancel culture
of their campuses: Do not refute your adversaries, ban
them. Less nakedly partisan people might think that
using the 14th Amendment to remove Trump would
thereby prompt President Biden to totter off into the
sunset. But recourse to the amendment would be law-
lessness masquerading as legality. And there already
is a surfeit of illegality.

The 14th Amendment, passed by Congress 14
months after Appomattox and ratified by the states
25 months later, is among the nation’s most majestic
accomplishments. Properly understood (by Randy E.
Barnett and Evan D. Bernick in “The Original Mean-
ing of the 14th Amendment: Its Letter and Spirit”) and
properly construed by courts (which it has never fully
been), its Section 1 envelops the rights (“privileges or
immunities”) of civil equality in national citizenship
with “due process” and “equal protection” guarantees.

But people who would wield the amendment to
extinguish Trump’s electoral career are trying to solve
a political problem by cleverness, citing the amend-
ment’s Section 3. It says that no person may “hold
any office, civil or military, under the United States”
who, having taken an oath as “an officer of the United
States” to “support the Constitution,” has subsequent-
ly “engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the
same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof.”

Leave aside (as a court will be unable to do) the
fraught questions about what causal connections there
were between Trump’s rhetoric before and on Jan. 6,
2021, and the actions then of his acolytes: They, after
all, had agency. And never mind how to calibrate “aid
or comfort.” Just concentrate on “insurrection.”

The Confederacy — the attempted secessions of
11 states; rebel cannon firing on federal installations;
armies on the march against U.S. forces — was unam-
biguously an insurrection. A riotous rabble — what-
ever its motivations and delusional aspirations — on a
January afternoon? Rather less so. They were criminal

and disgusting, but closer to vandals than to
the Army of Northern Virginia.

Arguments about the continuing force
and sweep of Section 3 are interesting;
unleavened by prudence, they are danger-
ous. There could be no surer way to further
embitter and calcify Trump’s supporters
than to stretch constitutional language to
eliminate an electoral choice. And, in the
process, to preempt judicial determinations
about the nature and legal status of Trump’s
Jan. 6 behavior.

People can find other outlets for their
justifiable concerns about legalities. For
example:

Peter Navarro, former Trump adviser, has been
properly convicted of contempt of Congress for defy-
ing a congressional subpoena. If unpunished, such
behavior could largely nullify Congress’s powers of
investigation and oversight. Progressives pleased by
this were, however, not noticeably offended when (the
Wall Street Journal remembers) Barack Obama’s Jus-
tice Department refused to prosecute Lois Lerner, who
used her IRS position to impede conservative advoca-
cy organizations, and for her noncooperation was held
in contempt by the Republican-controlled House.

Today, progressives’ silence conveys complacency
about Julie Su’s imminent illegality. She is wielding
power as Biden’s labor secretary, even though the
Democratic-controlled Senate has not confirmed her
(at least 51 senators seem opposed). The Vacancies
Act limits to 210 days the time someone can serve
unconfirmed in an advice-and-consent position in a
federal department. Su’s legality expires Oct. 7. Her
supporters say a Labor Department succession statute
stipulates no time limit on her ability to serve as act-
ing secretary, so she can continue. But this would be
an unconstitutional abridgment of the Senate’s power
to advise and consent.

People advocating a 14th Amendment solution
to the problem of Trump are spreading the acids of
cynicism and suspicion that are corroding trust in
institutions. And some states’ election officials —
watch Colorado — are apt to seize this occasion for
grandstanding, trying to keep Trump’s name off their
ballots. This will thicken his armor of martyrdom.

Besides, this nation was founded on a good idea:
the pursuit of happiness. In 2024, for many Ameri-
cans, happiness will come from casting a vote against
Trump.

George
Will

georgewill@washpost.com.

Sex and the city: Political edition

The Republican Party, the asked the Daily Mail to Chaturbate, asking viewers to pay
party that for years has styled correct that lie.” them money to watch them have sex.
itself as the party of “family When I asked about the =~ Maybe this is not such a problem,

values” and “traditional mar-
riage” has lost all credibility
on these issues.

Not only do polls show a
huge majority of Republicans
supporting the thrice-mar-
ried, serial adulterer Donald
Trump, but now three Repub-
lican women have joined the
political orgy.

In 2011, I was in Rapid

Cal
Thomas

claims alleging her infi-
delity, I received no reply.
Next up we have Rep.
Lauren Boebert (R-CO.),
age 36, and the mother
of four young sons. A
security video shows her
attending a performance
in Denver of the musical
“Beetlejuice” with her
“date,” 46-year-old Quinn

seeing as Democrats are more free-
wielding, supporting issues like abor-
tion, same-sex marriage, transgender
rights, etc., and not conservative
family values.

Back to the Republicans. Some
who support Donald Trump for
president (again) have written to me
with the false moral claim that King
David of Israel committed adultery
with Bathsheba and God used him

City, South Dakota, speaking

at a gathering of conservatives. Gov.
Kristi Noem headlined the event. She
walked out on stage holding her hus-
band’s hand and spoke openly about
her Christian faith and commitment
to conservative economic and social
issues. In an interview with me she
reinforced those beliefs.

According to The Daily Mail and
New York Post, it was all a sham,
because at the time, and for several
years before, she and former Trump
aide Corey Lewandowski had been
carrying on an extramarital affair.
Various sources are quoted, though
not by name, as saying Noem made
use of private planes to get to speak-
ing engagements, many outside South
Dakota, which reportedly involved
frequent liaisons with Lewandowski.
It is also claimed she ordered her staff
not to share her schedule with her
husband.

Asked about this, Noem’s press
secretary, lan Fury, emailed me: “the
article falsely claims that the gov-
ernor did not deny the allegation. I
denied it on her behalf, and I have

Gallagher, a Democrat
who owns a bar in Aspen. The video
shows Gallagher fondling Boebert’s
breasts. She grabs his hand to keep it
there before reaching over and rub-
bing his crotch. Boebert blames her
behavior on an ongoing divorce from
her husband. The video also shows
Boebert vaping. She denied it, but
the video doesn’t lie. Ushers escorted
Boebert and Gallagher out of the
theater, but before she left, Boebert, a
sitting member of Congress, flipped
the ushers the middle finger.

Then there is Rep. Nancy Mace
(R-SC), who told a prayer breakfast
in July she had to deny her “fiance”
sex that morning or she would have
been late for the event. After some
criticism, Mace said she was a “sin-
ner not a saint.” This is self-justifica-
tion, not repentance.

In the spirit of diversity, equity
and inclusion a runner-up award
goes to Susanna Gibson, who is run-
ning as a Democrat for the Virginia
House of Delegates. In a unique fun-
draising effort, Gibson livestreamed
a video of her and her husband on

anyway. The difference is that David,
according to the Scriptures in which
Christians say they believe, repented
and wrote one of the great Psalms
that says to God: “Against You, You
only, have I sinned, and done this evil
in Your sight.” (Psalm 51:4).

David also paid a terrible price in
the death of the son he had with Bath-
sheba, whose husband, Uriah, he sent
to the front lines in order to have him
killed in an attempt to cover up her
pregnancy.

No one has heard anything
approaching David’s repentance from
Trump, Mace or Boebert. It is not
judging to hold them accountable to
the standard they claim to profess.

Republicans who support these
elected representatives and Donald
Trump, excusing their behavior, have
made a Faustian bargain. They are
ignoring the moral code they claim to
endorse in order to secure temporal
political power. This is idolatry of
the worst sort and reduces the party’s
claim to support family values to the
level of a bad joke.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com

@The ﬁefnz - Z@armer
(USPS 059-200)

Periodicals Postage Paid at Bluffton, IN 46714.
Published every day except Sundays and principal holidays at
125 N. Johnson St., Bluffton IN 46714, Post Office Box 436

News-Banner Publications, Inc.
Evening News est. 1892 + Evening Banner est. 1899 « Consolidated 1929

George B. Witwer, Chairman of the Board; Doug Brown, President, Publisher;
Dianne Witwer, Secretary/Treasurer. Holly Gaskill, Editor. Mark Miller, Opinion
Page Editor.

Opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily represent the views of this newspaper:



LIFESTYLES

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2023 - The News-Banner - Page 5

Monkey calls: The transition from exciting to normal

Note: The following is based
on my April 12, 2015 journal entry
from our Wabash River to the Gulf
of Mexico (source-to-sea) kayak
trip.

After another chilly night and
morning camping downstream
from Lagro,
Indiana, on the
bank of the
Wabash River,
the wunique
sound of a
Pileated Wood-
pecker ham-
mering nearby
serenaded us
as we ate our
dehydrated
breakfast of
eggs, sausage,
and hash browns. Later, as it flew
away, | was reminded what large
birds they are.

My first sighting of a Pileated
Woodpecker happened one fall
a few years ago while John and
I were strolling through a youth
camp on Birch Lake in Michi-

gan. The care- IRy
taker had locked CREATan
the buildings for |NNOVATEE
TARGET MOT! VATE"
the season. The «;g:sm' K&
sun was shining, ij‘"&iﬂé" i
the air was crisp §£§m.—,s
and clean, and SE_B&
the leaves on the —
trees were chang- —

Here's

on the calendar
several weeks
before church
camp each July.
The monkey-
sounding call
broke the silence.
Since we were
sure monkeys

the
Thing

ing from their

summer green to

autumn yellow and orange. Leaves
that had lost their battle of holding
tightly to the branches crunched
under the weight of our hiking
shoes. As we passed the dining
hall, we imagined the voices of
eager children running to save
their spot at their favorite table.
The empty ﬂagpole is surely the
center of flag-raising and lowering
ceremonies each summer day. We
peeked in the nurse’s station win-
dows. How many children does
the nurse nurture each week? Do
the campers count down the days
each summer until they finally
pick out a bunk? I know when I
was a child, I crossed off the days

don’t typically

inhabit Michi-
gan, we listened more closely. An
ominous shadow moved across
the browning grass speckled with
colorful leaves. Shielding our eyes
from the sun, we gazed up to locate
the creator of the floating black
shadow. A large black bird with
white under its wings landed in a
nearby tree. It had a red crown and
long beak. Then a hollow, ham-
mering sound, classifying the bird
as a woodpecker, echoed. Later,
studying a bird book, we identified
the bird as a Pileated Woodpecker.
The range indicated this species is
found in Indiana, although we had
never seen or heard one. Now, if I
hear a monkey in our woods, I’ll

know what it is.

Although the antics and noises
created by wildlife can be quite
noisy as they march through their
daily routines, nature provides a
sense of peace. I love that nature
continues its routine around us
despite our presence.

I hope the sights and sounds
of nature never occur without
my noticing them—like so many
aspects of life. What parts of life
at home have moved to the back-
ground without my realizing the
transition? What activities used to
create excitement and wonder but
are now common place?

Many times something we
anticipate becomes a burden.
Shaving, a new house, a relation-
ship, driving. The newness wears
off and is replaced by a habit. Per-
formed without thinking... Most
of what children do is new to
them—not their normal yet. They
approach life with wild abandon—
so much of what they see is still
exciting.

Here’s the Thing: How quick-

ly does wild abandon become
domesticated? When did the child-
like gleam fade from my eyes?
Once it’s gone, can it be retrieved?
When (and why) did I lose my
sense of wonder? What would my
life look like if I resisted allow-
ing common daily adventures to
become normal? Interesting ques-
tions I can’t answer because the
transition from exciting to normal
happens without my realizing.
Next time I hear a monkey call,
instead of continuing on my way, I
will stop and scan the sky
Follow us at Separate Boats on
Instagram, Facebook, or on our
webpage: www.separateboats.com
Jjlabnet@gmail.com
Editor’s Note: This is one of a series
of articles written by a group of retired
and current teachers — LaNae Abnet,
Ken Ballinger, Billy Kreigh, Kathy
Schwartz, and Anna Spalding. Their
intent is to spur discussions at the din-
ner table and elsewhere. You may also
voice your thoughts and reactions via
The News-Banner'’s letters to editor.

New inclusion, diversity nonprofit

Pharoahs donates to Street Falr Association

Above, a check for $1,500 was presented to the Street Fair Board towards the Fair
Flags. The money was raised between Pharoahs Car Club and Walmart at the Run For
The Fair car show in early September. Below are photos from the event. (Photos contrib-
uted)

started in Wells County

Bertrand Russell is quoted as stating,
“Change is indubitable, whereas progress is a
matter of controversy.” Over the past couple
of years, Wells County has had some con-
troversy of its own, especially in matters of
diversity and inclusion. From this, a group of
concerned citizens initiated discussions about
the pressing need for greater support and safe
spaces for marginalized communities within
the region. What began as mere conversations
has since evolved into tangible action.

At the forefront of this movement were
Haley Ashman and Kayla Holland, who
established the Diversity and Inclusion Coali-
tion, now known as Dive In. Starting as a
social media page, Dive In has grown into a
monthly gathering where community mem-
bers unite to exchange knowledge, offer sup-
port, and advocate for equality.

Another individual, Carla Sue Castro,
assisted local students to establish diversity
and inclusion clubs at the Bluffton middle
and high schools. As of this fall, these clubs
will be meeting in the community to allow
students from Norwell and Southern Wells
school districts to join. The Above (middle
school) and Beyond (high school) clubs focus
on education, support, community service and
advocacy.

Encouraged by their progress, Haley,
Kayla, and Carla Sue joined forces with
another like-minded individual, Dylan McIn-
tosh, to form an organization: Elevate Wells

County. Elevate is an acronym standing
for “Empowering, Lifting, and Encourag-
ing Voices for Advancement, Tolerance, and
Equity.” In the past two months, Elevate has
incorporated, been granted 501(c)3 status, and
received tax-exempt status.

Elevate Wells County’s mission is to “pro-
mote diversity, inclusivity, and equity by facil-
itating educational initiatives, encouraging
open dialogue, and fostering cooperation. We
strive to elevate marginalized communities,
nurture empathy and acceptance, and chal-
lenge physical and metaphorical barriers.”

Dive In, Above, and Beyond will all oper-
ate as programming under Elevate. Addition-
ally, the board is establishing further initia-
tives, activities, and services aimed at uplift-
ing marginalized individuals within Wells
County. These communities include racial
and ethnic minorities, the LGBTQ+ popula-
tion, persons with disabilities, and individuals
who are neurodiverse.

For more information, please visit the web-
site: www.elevatewells.com. If you wish to
contribute, a donation page is available on the
website, or you can donate through PayPal at
https://tinyurl.com/Elevatewells or using the
QR code provided. Checks and cash can also
be sent to P.O. Box 187, Bluffton, IN 46714.

Elevate Wells County envisions a brighter
future, where diversity is celebrated, inclu-
sivity is the norm, and every individual is
embraced with compassion and respect.

Dino Days atFw | FW Museum of Art exhibits

SOFA ONLY 549

RECLINERS
STARTING
AT °349

Childen’s Zoo

Dino Days at the Fort
Wayne Childrens Zoo
will be held from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sept.
23 & 24.

Dinosaurs will roam
the zoo those days and
an archeological dig
will be in progress.
The event is free with
regular zoo admission:
$18 adults and children
(2-12).

The zoo will continue
to be open daily from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. through
Oct. 29th. The rides on
the ski safari, railroad,
carousal and creek are
$3 per person while
feeding the goats, chick-
ens and giraffes are $1
and stingrays $5.

asssese

130 W. Monroe St. Decatur, IN « 260°724*SHOW

My_Big Fat Greek Wedding 3

Thursday, September 215t 6:20pm

Haunted Mansion
Thursday, September 21st 6pm

The Hill

Friday, September 22nd 6pm & 8:50pm
Saturday, September 23rd 2:40pm, 5:30pm
&8:20pm
Sunday, September 24th 2pm &4:50pm

Meg_2: The Trench
Friday, September 22nd 6:20pm & 9pm
Saturday, September 23rd 4pm & 7:30pm
Sunday, September 24th 2:20pm & Spm

\www .abcinemainc.com ¥
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The current exhibit at the Fort Wayne Museum of Art is
Landfall Press: Five Decades of Print making, through Nov.
12, a celebration of 50 years. Curator’s Tour on Oct. 5, at 12
noon (free with museum admission).

Indiana Artists Club 2023 Annual Members Exhibition,
Sept. 16 - Nov. 26. Featuring over 50 diverse works by Indi-
ana artists. Nick Antonakis was juror for this exhibit. This
club was founded in 1917 by 46 artists.

Dia Delos Muertos, Sept. 23-Nov. 6, celebrating the
Day of the Dead. Featuring memorial altars and symbolic
objects. A Family Celebration on Sunday, Nov. 5, from 2 to
6 p.m., a free event. Mexican food truck on hand.

RORIRWAYNE

I@XDIP

Mattress & Furniture

260:227:2145

Avalla_ble

Amy & Tracy Houtz
260-227-2145

7824 Bluffton Rd.
Fort Wayne, IN

By Appointment:
Tues - Wed - Thurs

Showroom Open:
Fri & Sat 11am - 4pm

SOFA ONLY 599

SOFA ONLY 499

TENT SAVINGS OUTDOOR 8” TWIN FOAM MATTRESS ONLY 5199
SECTIONAL WITH SEALY FULL SCEPTER MATTRESS ONLY 5449
OTTOMAN ONLY 51199 QUEEN 12” HYBRID MATTRESS ONLY 5439

FURNITURE
MATTRESSES
& WINDOW TREATMENTS

www.gerberfurniture.com

3 PIECE MATCHING
END TABLE GROUPS
STARTING AT °299

(Serta)
Closzmgs

=

Learn more at

SERTA TWIN MATTRESS ONLY *169

KING 12" HYBRID MATTRESS ONLY *499

=g HEQ

985 N. Main St., Bluffton
260-824-1200 » 800-759-8795
REG. HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9-5.; Sat. 9-3
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Raiders fall to the Cavaliers
despite best offensive night

By RYAN WALKER

PONETO—Southern Wells started the
match with a first-set win, but ended with
a 3-1 defeat to Canterbury Tuesday night at
the Raiderdome.

The Cavaliers (1-17) were one of the
Raiders (0-12) better chances for their first
win of the season, especially after a well-
played 25-14 first set. As the match pro-
gressed, the team faltered exponentially
before falling 25-19, 25-23, and 25-9 in the
final three games.

Head coach Whitney Powell was disap-
pointed in her team’s lack of leadership and
consistency. But on a positive note, she was
pleased with her attackers and putting it all
together in the first set.

“We had more fire. We had more com-
munication and energy,” Powell said after
the game. “It just seemed like the match
went on, and we lost the second game ...
and it’s just like as the match continues,
then we just compete less and compete
less. That’s a culture issue, and it’s got to
change.”

Powell used two timeouts to try and stop
the bleeding in the second set, but her team
was never able to overcome the deficit.

After going up 3-0, Southern Wells lost
seven straight points to begin the third, lead-
ing to a back-and-forth game.

The Raiders just scored to make it 24-23
Canterbury in the finishing stages of the
third. After Canterbury hit the ball on the
other side, it landed right near the out-of-
bounds line. The line judge initially called it
out, which would have tied the game at 24,
but the head official overturned the call to

give the Cavaliers the win.

Had the point not been reversed, the
match would have given Southern Wells a
chance for a comeback, considering a game
must be determined by two points or more.

Powell agreed with the line judge that
the ball was out but also wasn’t giving any
excuses for the loss.

“(The official) said that was in,” Powell
said. “(The line judge) called it out, but I saw
it too. I could see court past the lines. I mean,
it was clearly out, but like (assistant coach
Allison Blevins) said, that call didn’t lose that
game. The first 10 points that we let them get
on arun 10-0 is what lost that set. So, yes, 'm
mad about it, but in the end, it’s our errors and
getting within that hole that ended up losing
it. I can’t blame it on one point.”

By that time, Southern Wells had already
achieved its best night on the attacking side
with 27 kills, which Powell shared was the
most they’ve had all season.

“I thought our offense was much better
tonight — it could have to do with some of
the defense on the other side, but that was
the most kills we’ve had in a match this
year,” Powell said. “We saw some good
things out of that.”

But the inconsistencies settled in after
the judgment call was made to end the third
set. The Raiders made a slew of errors that
caused a blowout in the fourth set by 16
points.

Kila Shelley led the team with nine kills
and four aces.

Southern Wells will be at Whitko for a 6
p.m. start on Thursday, Sept. 21.

sports@news-banner.com

Julius Peppers and Antonio Gates
headline list of new nominees for
the Pro Football Hall of Fame

By JOSH DUBOW
AP Pro Football Writer

Three-time All-Pros Julius Peppers and
Antonio Gates headline the list of nine first-
year eligible players picked among the 273
nominees for the 2024 class of the Pro Foot-
ball Hall of Fame.

The other first-year eligibles are receivers
Brandon Marshall and Jordy Nelson; run-
ning back Jamaal Charles; offensive line-
men T.J. Lang, Josh Sitton and Max Unger;
and defensive tackle Haloti Ngata.

The nine new candidates combined for
42 Pro Bowl berths, 12 first-team All-Pro
selections, with five of the nine winning
Super Bowls and Peppers and Gates mak-
ing all-decade teams. Peppers also won the
Defensive Rookie of the Year award in 2002
and Nelson was picked as Comeback Player
of the Year in 2016.

Peppers and Gates were both college bas-
ketball players before finding their greatest
success in football.

Peppers was one of the league’s most
dominant linemen after being picked second
overall by Carolina in 2002 following a two-
sport career in college at North Carolina.

He had 12 sacks as a rookie and never
really slowed down in a 17-year career that
included stops in Chicago and Green Bay
before ending with the Panthers. He was an
All-Pro in 2004, 2006 and 2010.

Peppers finished his career with 159 1/2
sacks — the fourth most since they became
official in 1982 — and had 10 seasons with
double-digit sacks. Only Hall of Famers
Bruce Smith (13) and Reggie White (12)
had more.

Gates only played basketball in college

before turning into one of the NFL’s top
tight ends ever when he switched to football
as a pro after going undrafted.

The Chargers took a chance on him and
it paid off in a big way as he became an
All-Pro in just his second season in 2004.
He was All-Pro again the next two seasons
and went on to have a 16-year career for the
team.

Gates finished with 955 catches for
11,841 yards and an NFL record for tight
ends 116 touchdown receptions. Only Hall
of Famer Tony Gonzalez and Jason Witten
have more catches or yards as a tight end.

The list will be reduced to 25 semifinal-
ists in November and to 15 finalists in Janu-
ary before the selection committee discusses
and chooses the class of 2023 that will be
enshrined in August.

The 15 finalists will be trimmed to 10
and then five during the selection meeting
early next year. The final five candidates
will need to get 80% of the votes from the
panel to get into the Hall.

The roster of nominees consists of 67
offensive players, 50 defensive players and
12 special teamers.

Finalists from 2022 re-nominated for
next year are Devin Hester, Torry Holt,
Andre Johnson, Reggie Wayne, Willie
Anderson, Jared Allen, Dwight Freeney,
Patrick Willis and Darren Woodson.

The committee will also consider former
Lions and Steelers coach Buddy Parker in
the coaching category and three senior can-
didates: Randy Gradishar, Steve McMichael
and Art Powell.

They also will get in if they get support
from at least 80% of voters.

QB Deshaun Watson'’s second
shaky start raises more questions
about if he can carry Browns

By TOM WITHERS
AP Sports Writer

CLEVELAND (AP) — Deshaun Watson
doesn’t look elite, composed or anything
close to resembling a $230 million quarter-
back or franchise savior at the moment.

Not even close.

Two games into his first full season with
the Browns, there remain major questions
about whether Watson can be the same play-
er who led the NFL in passing three years
ago for Houston or make Cleveland a Super
Bowl contender.

Right now, Watson isn’t even an average
QB, ranking near the bottom in most major
statistical categories.

And with Browns star running back Nick
Chubb suffering a season-ending left knee
injury in the 26-22 loss at Pittsburgh on
Monday night, Watson has lost an indispens-
able playmaker. He may have to do even
more to get the Browns offense on track.

Trouble is, he’s not doing much of anything.

Watson was off the mark from the start
against the Steelers.

His short pass on the game’s first play
bounced off tight end Harrison Bryant’s
hands and was tipped to Pittsburgh’s Alex
Highsmith, who returned it 30 yards for a
TD. The score gave the Steelers a 7-0 lead
just 9 seconds in and set the tone for one of
the rivalry’s weirdest games.

His final pass sailed over Donovan Peo-
ples-Jones.

Watson finished 22 of 40 for 235 yards
with a touchdown, the pick-6, six sacks and
two lost fumbles. He was also called for two
facemask penalties, and Watson had a heat-
ed exchange while brushing into an official,
leading to speculation he might be disci-

plined by the league.

The 28-year-old Watson is getting heat
from reporters and fans about his plodding
prime-time performance.

When he returned from an 11-game sus-
pension last season for violating the league’s
personal conduct policy after being accused
by women of sexual assault and harassment
during massage therapy sessions, Watson
blamed a long layoff — he also sat out 2021
— for his rust.

A full training camp was supposed to fix
that.

It hasn’t.

He was indecisive and off target i n
Week 1 against Cincinnati (16 of 29 for 154
yards), and Browns coach Kevin Stefanski
cited wet weather as the main culprit.

It was bone dry in Pittsburgh. He wasn’t
much better.

Watson shouldered the blame after the
Steelers loss.

“Not enough,” he said. “Put it on me. I
can take the full blame. I can take the criti-
cism and I’m going to do that. And I told
everyone in our offense, the whole team,
I’'m going to do better for this team, for this
organization so we can win games like that.
And I'm fine with taking the criticism and I
will be better.”

Watson has been saying all the right
things for weeks.

But like the offense he’s leading, his
words and actions aren’t in sync.

WHAT’S NEXT

No time for sympathy and little time for
sleep. The Browns have to regroup quickly
from losing Chubb and get ready for the
Tennessee Titans (1-1), who are coming to
town on Sunday.

SPORTS

Southern Wells middle hitter Kila Shelley spikes during a match against Canterbu

e IR N

ry at home

Tuesday night at the Raiderdome. Shelley led the team with nine kills and four aces in the 3-1

loss to the Cavaliers. (Photo by Ryan Walker)

High School Calendar

WEDNESDAY, SEPT 20
BOYS TENNIS: Adams Central at Norwell,
4:30 p.m.; Bluffton at Bellmont, 4:30 p.m.
GIRLS SOCCER: Heritage at Norwell, 7
p.m.
THURSDAY, SEPT 21
BOYS SOCCER: Norwell at Heritage, 6:15

p.m.

BOYS TENNIS: Norwell at Leo, 5 p.m.;
Bluffton at Concordia, 5 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL: DeKalb at Norwell, 7:30
p.m.; Eastbrook at Bluffton, 6 p.m.; Southern
Wells at Whitko, 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPT 22

FOOTBALL: East Noble at Norwell, 7 p.m.;
Southern Wells at Bluffton, 7 p.m.

GIRLS GOLF: (regional) Norwell, Bluffton
at Noble Hawk, 8:30 a.m.

SATURDAY, SEPT 23

BOYS SOCCER: Columbia City at Norwell,
11:30 a.m.

BOYS TENNIS: Norwell at Delta Varsity
Invitational. 9 a.m.

CROSS COUNTRY (CO-ED): Norwell,
Bluffton, Southern Wells at Huntington Univer-

sity, 9 a.m.

VOLLEYBALL: ACAC Tournament, Bluff-
ton, Southern Wells at Heritage, 9 a.m.

MONDAY, Sept 25

BOYS SOCCER: Norwell at Huntington
North, 6:30 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER: Huntington North at Nor-
well, 6:30 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Norwell at Adams Cen-
tral, 7:30 p.m.; Bluffton at New Haven, 6 p.m.;
Southern Wells at Tri-Central, 6 p.m.

TUESDAY, SEPT 26

BOYS TENNIS: (Sectional) Bluffton, Nor-
well at Norwell 4:30 p.m. TBD

VOLLEYBALL:Norwell atBellmont, 7:30
p.m.; Bluffton at Heritage, 6 p.m.; Jay County
at Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT 27

GIRLS SOCCER: Norwell at Woodlan, 5:30
p.m.

THURSDAY, SEPT 28

BOYS SOCCER: Norwell at Blackford, 6:30
p.m.

VOLLEYBALL:New Haven at Norwell, 7:30
p.m.; Southern Wells at Woodlan, 7:30 p.m.

Sports Roundup

Tigers ranked No. 2 in latest
AP high school football poll

The Bluffton Tigers football team has
jumped to No. 2 (2A) in the latest weekly
football rankings by the Associated Press.

In last week’s poll, Bluffton sat in fourth,
and leaped over LaVille (5-0), and Indianap-
olis Scecina.

The Tigers are 5-0 on the season with
four weeks left to go. Their marque victory
came againt South Adams, who has receiv-
ing votes in 1A, in which Bluffton won 41-6.
Its biggest test will come in a few weeks
with No. 2 Adams Central coming to town.

To see the full AP rankings, head to page 7.

Knights fall to NE8 foe
Eagles in volleyball

Norwell lost at home against Colum-
bia City in three sets Tuesday night at The
Castle.

The Knights lost the first set 25-23, the
second 25-19, and the third 25-21. Their
record is now 13-7 (0-2 NES) on the season.

Hope Mitchell and Macie Saalfrank led
the team with six kills, Jordyn Xayyachack
with 19 digs, Kennody Williams with one

block, Marlee Wenger with 14 assists, and
Jenna Osborn with two aces.

Norwell lost the junior varsity match in
two sets (25-19, 25-22), while the freshmen
team lost in two sets (25-18,25-24).

Norwell will host DeKalb at 7:30 p.m. on
Thursday, Sept. 21.

Tigers fall to Jets in V-ball

Bluffton’s volleyball team fell to Adams
Central in three games Tuesday night at the
Tiger Den.

The Tigers lost the first set 25-23, the
second 25-15, and the third 25-20. Their
record is now 7-11 (1-4 ACAC).

Stat leaders for the varsity team were
Maryn Schreiber, with eight kills and six stuff
blocks, Haley Gibson with 15 assists, and
Marly Drayer with three aces and 18 digs.

The junior varsity team lost in two sets
(25-21,25-20).

Stat leaders for the junior varsity match
were Rori Drayer and Rylynn Penick with
three kills each, Isla Gibson with six assists
and two aces, Sophie Eisenhut with two
aces and one stuff block, and Madelyn Funk
with 12 digs.

Bluffton will host Eastbrook at 7 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 21.

Transfers are fueling some of
college football's biggest success
stories as teams embrace portal

By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Football Writer

Clemson, the reigning Atlantic Coast
Conference champion, has one player on its
depth chart who arrived in Death Valley via
the transfer portal: The backup quarterback.

No. 4 Florida State is trying to reclaim
the ACC crown from the Tigers, and has
used the portal to supercharge a rebuild
under coach Mike Norvell. Most of the
Seminoles’ best players used to play at other
schools.

Seminoles vs. Tigers is one of several
huge matchups this weekend in college foot-
ball and one that feels like a referendum on
roster management in the sport’s new era.

Clemson sits right outside the AP Top
25, having already taken a loss that again
sparked questions about whether Coach
Dabo Swinney’s program is working the
transfer market aggressively enough since
the rules changed in 2021.

“Do I prefer the portal? No, but am I
opposed to it? No, absolutely not,” Swinney
said the day after the Tigers were upset at
Duke.

He better not be because through three
weeks of this season the transfer portal
appears to be one of the big winners.

Whether it’s Florida State re-emerging as
a national power, Deion Sanders’ extreme
makeover at Colorado, Texas State’s stun-
ning upset of a Big 12 team or a Pac-12
resurgence fueled by transfer quarterbacks,
reasons to embrace college football free
agency are everywhere.

“I do think there is a bit of a narrative out
there, the portal is not sustainable,” Florida
State general manager of personnel Darrick
Yrary said. “Well, it’s only been around for
a little bit. I don’t think anyone really knows
what it is and what it isn’t. But we’re trying

to field the best football team every single
(Continued on Page 7)



SPORTS

FOOTBALL
High School
6A

Red TP Pvs
1. Brownsburg 5-0 286 1
2. Center Grove 4-1 272 T2
3. Indpls Ben Davis 4-1 244 T2
4. Westfield 5-0 214 5
5. Crown Point 5-0 164 7
6. Hamilton So. 4-1 142 4
7. Fishers 32 86 6
8. Indpls Cathedral 3-2 80 10
9. Warsaw 5-0 46 NR
10. Carmel 32 44 NR

Others receiving votes: Penn 42. Car-
roll (Fort Wayne) 12. Lawrence North
10. Lawrence Central 8.
5A

Red TP
Ft. Wayne Snider 5-0 300
Bloomington North5-0 254
Valparaiso 4-1 232
Plainfield 5-0 208
Bloomington South4-1 170
Merrillville 4-1
Mishawaka 4-1
Lafayette Harrison4-1 114
Floyd Central 41 34
10. Decatur Central 3-2 22
Others receiving votes: Ev. North 14.
Concord 10. Franklin 4. Hammond
Central 2. Castle 2. Michigan City 2.

4A

154

©CoONoOTrWN =

1
2

3

4

5

6

128 7
8

NR

NR

Rcd TP  Pvs
1. E. Central 5-0 298 1
2. Kokomo 5-0 246 3
3. Ev. Reitz 5-0 238 2
4. Ev. Memorial 5-0 178 4
5. Greenfield 5-0 158 5
6. Columbia City 5-0 130 6
7. Northridge 4-1 108 7
8. Indpls Roncalli  3-2 92 8
9. New Haven 5-0 68 NR
10. New Palestine 3-2 56 10

Others receiving votes: New Prairie
34. Mississinewa 18. Northview 14.
Indpls Brebeuf 4. Leo 4. Martinsville 2.
S. Bend Riley 2.

3A

Rcd TP Pvs
1. Indpls Chatard  5-0 300 1
2. Heritage Hills 5-0 224 3
3. Lawrenceburg  4-1 198 4
4. W. Lafayette 4-1 174 5
(tie) Guerin Catholic 4-1 174 2
6. Hanover Central 5-0 146 6
7. Hamilton Hts. 5-0 114 8
8. Tri-West 41 94 7

9. Tippecanoe Valley5-0 50 NR
10. Gibson Southern3-2 48 NR
Others receiving votes: Peru 42.

Knox 40. W. Noble 22. Vincennes 20.
Delta 4.

2A

Rcd TP Pvs
1. Brownstown 5-0 278 2
2. Bluffton 5-0 226 4
3. LaVille 5-0 220 3
4. Triton Central 4-1 202 5
5. Linton 4-1 158 7
6. Heritage Christian4-1 154 ~ NR
7.Indpls Scecina  4-1 138 1
8. N. Posey 4-1 100 6
9. Northeastern 5-0 76 10
10. Alexandria 5-0 58 NR

Others receiving votes: Ft. Wayne
Luers 12. S. Vermillion 12. Paoli 6.
Andrean 4. Cascade 2. Greencastle 2.
Rochester 2.

Transfer portal

(Continued from Page 6)

year. So whatever avenue
that does come from we
want to make sure our hat’s
in the ring for that.”

According to Sport-
Source Analytics, the per-
centage of production by
transfers has increased
across major college football
compared with last season in
every category, from games
started to yards gained pass-
ing, rushing and receiving to
tackles, sacks and intercep-
tions.

Colorado is likely con-
tributing to that trend as
much as any school in the
country.

Sanders made headlines
by flipping Colorado’s ros-
ter with the most aggres-
sive use of the portal since
the NCAA changed its rules
three years ago to allow all
football players to transfer
one time as an undergradu-
ate without sitting out a sea-
son.

The Buffaloes have 87
new players, 58 of them
transfers, including quarter-
back Shedeur Sanders, the
coach’s son; two-way star
Travis Hunter; and leading
receivers Xavier Weaver and
Jimmy Horn.

No. 19 Colorado (3-0)
has already tripled its win
total from last season and
heads to No. 10 Oregon on
Saturday as one of the big-
gest stories in sports.

Colorado is one of eight
ranked teams in the Pac-12,
which is having an ironic
renaissance before 10 of
its members depart for
other conferences. Six of
this weekend’s ranked-vs.-
ranked matchups are Pac-12
games.

Of the league’s eight
ranked teams, six are start-
ing transfers at quarter-
back. Heisman Trophy
winner Caleb Williams of
No. 5 USC, No. 8 Wash-
ington’s Michael Penix Jr.
and Oregon’s Bo Nix all
arrived via the portal last
season and blossomed into
stars.

Nationally, the top nine
quarterbacks and 16 of the
top 20 in yards passing per
game transferred to their
current schools.

Some coaches bristled
about Sanders running play-
ers off at Colorado to clear
roster spots for more trans-
fers, even though it was
within the rules for a new
coach. No one can argue
with the results.

“You take a team that’s
won one game, and you
fired a whole coaching staff.
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1A

Red TP Pvs
1. Indpls Lutheran  5-0 300
2.Adams Central  5-0 264 2
3. Carroll (Flora) 5-0 238 3
4. Providence 5-0 194 4
5. Indpls Park Tudor 5-0 164 5
6. S. Putnam 4-1 134 6
7. Sheridan 4-1 124 7
8. Madison-Grant  4-1 82 NR
9. Pioneer 41 60 NR
10. N. Judson 32 26 10
(tie) Clinton Prairie  4-1 26 9

Others receiving votes: N. White 18.
Springs Valley 6. Triton 6. S. Adams 4.
Covenant Christian 2. N. Vermillion 2.

BASEBALL
American League
East Division
Pct GB
z-Baltimore 94 56 .627 _
z-Tampa Bay 93 59 .612 2
Toronto 84 67 .556 10%
New York 76 75 503 18%
Boston 75 76 497 19%
Central Division
L Pct GB
Minnesota 80 72 .526 _
Cleveland 72 80 .474 8
Detroit 70 80 .467 9
Chicago 58 94 .382 22
Kansas City 50 102 .329 30

West Division

Pct GB
Houston 84 67 .556 _
Seattle 82 68 .547 1%
Texas 82 68 .547 1%
Los Angeles 68 83 .450 16
Oakland 46 104 307 37%

z-clinched playoff berth
Monday’s Games
Kansas City 6, Cleveland 4
Cincinnati 7, Minnesota 3
Chicago White Sox 6, Washington 1
Boston 4, Texas 2
Baltimore 8, Houston 7
Seattle 5, Oakland 0
L.A. Dodgers 8, Detroit 3
Tuesday’s Games
Tampa Bay 6, L.A. Angels 2
Washington 4, Chicago White Sox 3
Toronto 7, N.Y. Yankees 1
Minnesota 7, Cincinnati 0
Kansas City 7, Cleveland 6
Boston at Texas, late
Baltimore at Houston, late
Seattle at Oakland, late
Detroit at L.A. Dodgers, late
Wednesday’s Games
Minnesota (Ober 7-6) at Cincinnati
(Greene 4-6), 12:35 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Kopech 5-12)
at Washington (Gray 7-12), 1:05 p.m.
Boston (Bello 12-9) at Texas (Gray
8-8), 2:05 p.m.
Baltimore (Bradish 11-7) at Houston
(Javier 9-4), 2:10 p.m.
Cleveland (Giolito 8-13) at Kansas
City (Greinke 1-15), 2:10 p.m.
Seattle (Kirby 10-10) at Oakland
(Estes 0-0), 3:37 p.m.
L.A. Angels (Detmers 3-10) at Tam-
pa Bay (Civale 7-3), 6:40 p.m.
Toronto (Gausman 11-9) at N.Y.
Yankees (King 4-6), 7:05 p.m.
Detroit (Olson 4-7) at L.A. Dodgers
(Miller 10-3), 10:10 p.m.
Thursday’s Games

L.A. Angels at Tampa Bay, 1:10 p.m.
Toronto at N.Y. Yankees, 7:05 p.m.
Baltimore at Cleveland, 7:15 p.m.
Detroit at Oakland, 9:40 p.m.

National League

East Division

Pct GB
x-Atlanta 97 54 642 _
Philadelphia 82 69 .543 15
Miami 79 73 520 18%
New York 70 81 .464 27

Washington 67 85 .441
Central Division
W L Pct GB

30%

Milwaukee 85 66 .563 _
Chicago 78 72 520 6%
Cincinnati 79 74 516 7
Pittsburgh 70 80 .467 14%
St. Louis 67 84 444 18
West Division

Pct GB
x-Los Angeles 92 57 .617 _
Arizona 79 72 523 14
San Francisco76 74 .507 16%
San Diego 73 78 .483 20
Colorado 56 94 373 36%

x-clinched division
Monday’s Games
Cincinnati 7, Minnesota 3
N.Y. Mets 2, Miami 1
Chicago White Sox 6, Washington 1
Philadelphia 7, Atlanta 1
St. Louis 1, Milwaukee 0
L.A. Dodgers 8, Detroit 3
San Diego 11, Colorado 9

Tuesday’s Games
Washington 4, Chicago White Sox 3
Miami 4, N.Y. Mets 3
Atlanta 9, Philadelphia 3
Minnesota 7, Cincinnati 0
Milwaukee 7, St. Louis 3
Pittsburgh at Chicago Cubs, late
Colorado at San Diego, late
San Francisco at Arizona, late
Detroit at L.A. Dodgers, late

Wednesday’s Games

Philadelphia (Nola 12-9) at Atlanta
(Elder 12-4), 12:20 p.m.

Minnesota (Ober 7-6) at Cincinnati
(Greene 4-6), 12:35 p.m.

Chicago White Sox (Kopech 5-12)
at Washington (Gray 7-12), 1:05 p.m.

San Francisco (Webb 10-12) at Ari-
zona (Kelly 11-7), 3:40 p.m.

Colorado (Anderson 0-5) at San
Diego (Lugo 7-7), 4:10 p.m.

N.Y. Mets (Senga 11-7) at Miami
(Pérez 5-5), 6:40 p.m.

Pittsburgh (Keller 12-9) at Chicago
Cubs (Steele 16-4), 7:40 p.m.

Milwaukee (Houser 6-4) at St. Louis
(Thompson 5-6), 7:45 p.m.

Detroit (Olson 4-7) at L.A. Dodgers
(Miller 10-3), 10:10 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Milwaukee at St. Louis, 1:15 p.m.
Atlanta at Washington, 7:05 p.m.
N.Y. Mets at Philadelphia, 7:15 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Chicago Cubs, 7:40

p.m.
San Francisco at L.A. Dodgers,
10:10 p.m.

Midwest League

Midwest League Playoffs
(x-if necessary)
Semifinal
(Best-of-3)
Great Lakes 2, Fort Wayne 1

So who did the coaching
staff recruit? The kids. So
the kids are just as much
to blame as the coach-
ing staff,” Sanders said on
CBS’s “60 Minutes.” “I
came to the conclusion that
a multitude of them couldn’t
help us get to where we
wanted to go.”

The second-largest trans-
fer class (39) coming into
this season belonged to
Texas State. New coach GJ.
Kinne said one of the rea-
sons he brought in so many
transfers was because many
of the better players from
last year’s 4-8 team decided
to ... transfer.

Kinne decided a slow
rebuild through high school
recruiting at a program
with little history of success
would be difficult.

“The best way to do it is
to win. That helps recruiting,
that helps your fanbase, that
helps NIL,” Kinne said. “So
for me it was like, let’s get
the best players that we pos-
sibly can and go try to make
a statement Year 1.”

Texas State (2-1) opened
the season by beating Baylor
42-31, the program’s first
victory against a Power Five
conference team.

Kinne’s comments echo
that of Florida State coach
Mike Norvell, who took
over beleaguered blue blood
in 2020.

After his team went 3-6
that first season, Norvell
used the portal to acceler-
ate a turnaround. Florida
State jumped to 5-7 in 2021,
and then won 10 games last
season before starting this
season by routing LSU on
Labor Day weekend.

Star quarterback Jordan
Travis transferred to FSU
under the previous coach-
ing staff, but the team’s best
two wide receivers, top two
tight ends, leading rusher
and four of its best offensive
linemen transferred in under
Norvell.

The defense is loaded
with transfers, too. None
better than defensive end
Jared Verse, who arrived

from FCS school Albany.
Verse is among 12 play-
ers on Florida State’s roster
who transferred in and stuck
around for multiple years.

Ask coaches and staff-
ers about transfers and will
inevitably talk turns to fit
and whether a player is a
good match for the team’s
culture. Sanders, again,
pushes back against conven-
tion.

“I don’t care about cul-
ture,” Sanders said earlier
this year. “I don’t even care
if they like each other, I
want to win.”

Most coaches prefer to
have a previous connec-
tion between a transferring
player and someone on their
staff — but they can’t afford
to limit themselves. The
occasional leap of faith is
required.

That’s how Kinne landed
starting quarterback T.J. Fin-
ley, who was previously at
LSU and Auburn.

“It’s scary,” Kinne said.

Money helps, too.

Kinne said a Texas State
donor stepped up with a
contribution to the collec-
tive that supports Bobcats
athletes with name, image
and likeness compensation,
and he believes it helped the
program land a couple of its
best transfers.

The Battle’s End, the col-
lective that supports Florida
State football, is considered
one of the best run in coun-
try.
“We’ve got a tremendous
amount of support around
our program,” Norvell told

Florida State brought
in 15 transfers in the 2023
recruiting cycle, not a par-
ticularly high number. The
Seminoles were about on
par with USC, LSU, Miami,
UCLA and Texas A&M.
The success rate is what
stands out.

“It’s about about find-
ing the best fit for Florida
State,” Norvell said. “And
to me, it doesn’t matter the
path that somebody takes to
get here.”

TYEGER’S PIZZA PARLOUR

TYEGERSPIZZA.COM

260-827-0700

931 N Main St.,
Bluffton, IN

SCAN FOR MENU ==p

facebook.com/TyegersPizzaParlour

Tuesday, Sept. 12: Fort Wayne 5,
Great Lakes 0

Thursday, Sept. 14: Great Lakes 3,
Fort Wayne 2

Friday, Sept. 15: Great Lakes 2,
Fort Wayne 1

Peoria 1, Cedar Rapids 1

Tuesday, Sept. 12: Peoria 4, Cedar
Rapids 3

Thursday, Sept. 14: Cedar Rapids
9, Peoria 4

Friday, Sept. 15: Cedar Rapids 9,
Peoria 3

Championship

Best-of-3

Cedar Rapids 1, Great Lakes 0

Sunday, Sept. 17: Cedar Rapids 10,
Great Lakes 6

Tuesday, Sept. 19: Great Lakes at
Cedar Rapids, susp.

Wednesday, Sept. 20: x-Great
Lakes at Cedar Rapids, 2, 6:30 p.m.

BASKETBALL
WNBA

WNBA Playoff Glance

(x-if necessary)

First Round

(Best-of-3)

No. 1 Las Vegas 2, No. 8 Chicago
Sky 0

Wednesday, Sept. 13: Las Vegas
87, Chicago 59

Sunday, Sept. 17: Las Vegas 92,
Chicago 70

No. 2 New York 2, No. 7 Washing-
ton 0

Friday, Sept. 15: New York 90,
Washington 75

Tuesday, Sept. 19: New York 90,
Washington 85, OT

No. 3 Connecticut 1, No. 6 Min-
nesota 1

Wednesday, Sept. 13: Connecticut
90, Minnesota 60

Sunday, Sept. 17: Minnesota 82,
Connecticut 75

Wednesday, Sept. 20: Connecticut
at Minnesota, 8 p.m.

No. 4 Dallas 1, No. 5 Atlanta 0

Friday, Sept. 15: Dallas 94, Atlanta
82

Tuesday, Sept. 19: Dallas 101,
Atlanta 74

x-Friday, Sept. 22: Dallas at Atlanta,
10 p.m.

Semifinals

(Best-of-5)

Sept. 24-Oct. 3

Las Vegas vs. Dallas/Atlanta winner

New York vs. Connecticut/Minne-
sota winner

Finals

(Best-of-5)

Oct. 8-20

TRANSACTIONS

Tuesday’s Transactions
ASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League
BOSTON RED SOX — Sent LHP
Joely Rodriguez to Worcester (IL) on
a rehab assignment.

CLEVELAND GUARDIANS — Sent
RHP Triston McKenzie to Columbus
(IL) on a rehab assignment. Rein-
stated RHP Michael Kelly from the
15-day IL.

DETROIT TIGERS — Placed RHP
Alex Faedo on the 15-day IL, retroac-
tive to Sept. 16. Recalled RHP Bren-
dan White from Toledo (IL).

HOUSTON ASTROS — Sent RHP
Ryne Stanek to Sugar land (IL) on a
rehab assignment.

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Placed
RHPs Brady Singer and Brad Keller
on the 15-day IL. Designated 1B Matt
Beaty for assignment. Selected the
contract of LHP Anthony Veneziano
from Omaha (IL). Recalled RHP
Jonathan Bowlan from Omaha.

MINNESOTA TWINS — Sent RHPs
Chris Paddack and Jorge Alcala and
LF Joey Gallo to St. Paul (IL) on
rehab assignments.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Sent SS
Otto Lopez to Buffalo (IL) on a rehab
assignment.

National League

ATLANTA BRAVES — Sent RHPs
Nick Anderson, Collin McHugh and
Daysbel Hernandez to Gwinnett (IL)
on rehab assignments. Designated
LHP Lucas Luetge for assignment.
Reinstated RHP Jesse Chavez from
the 60-day IL.

CHICAGO CUBS — Placed INF
Nick Madrigal on the 10-day IL.
Recalled INF Jared Young from lowa

IL).

COLORADO ROCKIES — Rein-
stated RHP Ryan Feltner from the
60-day IL. Optioned RHP Matt Cara-
siti to Albuquerque (PCL).

LOS ANGELES DODGERS —
Sent RHP Wander Suero to Okla-
homa City (PCL) on a rehab assign-

ment.

MIAMI MARLINS — Claimed LHP
Matt Moore off waivers from Cleve-
land. Recalled RHP Tommy Nance
from Jacksonville (IL) and placed him
on the 60-day IL.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Select-
ed the contract of RHP Kyle Nicolas
from Indianapolis (IL). Optioned RHP
Thomas Hatch to Indianapolis. Trans-
ferred DH/OF Andrew McCutchen
from the 10-day IL to the 60-day IL.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS —
Recalled OF Blake Rutherford from
Rochester (IL). Placed OF Travis
Blankenhorn on the 10-day IL.

BASKETBALL

National Basketball Association

BOSTON CELTICS — Signed C
Neemias Queta to a two-way con-
tract.

HOUSTON ROCKETS — Signed C
Boban Marjanovic.

BOSTON CELTICS

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Signed
DL Jacob Slade to the practice
squad. Released WR Daniel Arias
from the practice squad.

ATLANTA FALCONS — Signed
LB Milo Eifler to the practice squad.
Released WR Mathew Sexton from
the practice squad.

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Placed
DB Ar’Darius Washington on injured
reserve. Signed C Sam Mustipher.

DETROIT LIONS — Promoted RB
Zonovan Knight from the practice
squad to the active roster. Placed CB
C.J. Gardner-Johnson and DE James
Houston on injured reserve. Signed
OL Kayode Awosika.

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Placed
LB Shag Thompson on injured
reserve. Released S Eric Rowe from
the practice squad. Signed DB Mat-
thias Fairley to the practice squad.
Waived DB Mac McCain from injured
reserve.

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Waived
CB Marvell Tell Il from injured
reserve.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Waived
WR Anthony Schwartz and CB
BoPete Keyes from injured reserve.

HOUSTON TEXANS — Released
DL Michael Dogbe.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Signed
G Arlington Hambright. Waived OT
Ryan Hayes. Signed RB Trey Sher-
man to the practice squad.

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — Signed
DB Darius Rush to the practice
squad. Released DT Danny Shelton
from the practice squad.

LAS VEGAS RAIDERS — Signed
LB Mykal Walker to the practice
squad.

LOS ANGELES RAMS — Signed
DT Cory Durden to the practice
squad. Released P Brandon Wright
from the practice squad.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Signed DT
Byron Cowart and S Verone McKinley
Il to the practice squad. Released S
Joshua Kalu from the practice squad.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Placed T
Olisaemeka Udoh on injured reserve.
Signed G Dalton Risner.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES —
Signed CB Tiawan Mullen to the
practice squad.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS —
Signed CB Anthony Brown.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Promot-
ed CB Artie Burns from the practice
squad to the active roster. Released
WR Matt Landers and DB Robert
Rochell from the practice squad.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS —
Signed G Logan Stenberg to the
practice squad.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Promoted
DT Kyle Peko from the practice
squad to the active roster. Waived DL
Jayden Peevy. Released DL Michael
Drumfour from the practice squad.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

CAROLINA HURRICANES —
Signed LWs Jayden Halbgewachs
and Kieffer Bellows to professional
tryout contracts (PTO).

DALLAS STARS — Signed F Solag
Bakich to a professional tryout con-
tract (PTO).

MINNESOTA WILD — Re-signed D
Calen Addison to a one-year contract.

Minor League Hockey

IDAHO STEELHEADS — Signed
Gs Kaden Fulcher and Jared Moe.
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On the carousel

Emilia Dixon rides the carousel with her mom, Hannah, during the opening night of the
Street Fair. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Texas prisoner accused of killing 22
older women is slain by cellmate

DALLAS (AP) — A
Texas prisoner accused of
killing 22 older women over
two years, preying on them
so he could steal jewelry
and other valuables, was
slain Tuesday by his cell-
mate while serving a life
sentence, prison officials
said.

Billy Chemirmir, 50, who
was convicted last year in
the slayings of two women,
was found dead in his cell at
a prison in rural East Texas,
Texas Department of Crimi-
nal Justice spokesperson
Hannah Haney said. He was
killed by his cellmate who
was also serving a prison
sentence for murder, accord-
ing to Haney.

Chemirmir’s death
comes about two weeks
after Texas’ 100 prisons
were placed on a rare state-
wide lockdown because
of a rise in the number of
killings inside the facili-
ties, which prisons officials
have said were related to
drugs.

Haney did not release
the name of the cellmate,
how Chemirmir was killed
or what may have led to the
slaying.

Family members of those
he was accused of killing

Q—\;&“U et UJ'UJI_ZZO‘
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expressed shock and relief
at the news.

“My mother died in fear.
This man did not have a
peaceful passing. There’s
some relief in feeling
that he didn’t get off eas-
ily,” Shannon Dion, whose
92-year-old mother, Doris
Gleason, was among those
Chemirmir was charged
with killing, said at a news
conference.

Time after time, the
deaths in Dallas and nearby
cities were initially deter-
mined to be from natu-
ral causes, even as family
members raised alarm about
missing jewelry.

Chemirmir was caught
after a 91-year-old woman
survived a 2018 attack
and told police a man had
forced his way into her
apartment at an indepen-
dent living community for
seniors, tried to smother
her with a pillow and took
her jewelry.

Police said they found
Chemirmir the following
day in the parking lot of his
apartment complex hold-
ing jewelry and cash, hav-
ing just thrown away a large
red jewelry box. Documents
in the jewelry box led them
to the home of Lu Thi Har-
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ris, 81, who was dead in her
bedroom.

After Chemirmir’s arrest,
police across the area reex-
amined deaths, and the
charges against him grew.
Many of the victims’ chil-
dren have said they were
left perplexed by the deaths
at the time, as their moth-
ers, though older, were still
healthy and active.

The first capital murder
trial of Chemirmir for the
slaying of Harris ended in
mistrial in Dallas County.
He was later convicted in a
retrial for Harris” death and
was then convicted of a sec-
ond killing in the death of
Mary Brooks, 87.

Following his second
conviction, family mem-
bers of those Chemirmir
was accused of killing gath-
ered in a Dallas courtroom
to face him. Ellen French
House showed Chemirmir
two photos of her mother:
one of Norma French alive,
the other after the 85-year-
old was killed.

“This is my beautiful
mother,” House said as she
displayed the first photo.
“This is my mother after
you pried her wedding ring
off of her finger that she
couldn’t even get off.”
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Florida jury pool could give Trump
an advantage in documents case

MIAMI (AP) — The clas-
sified documents indictment
of Donald Trump would
seem, on paper at least, to be
the most straightforward of
the four criminal cases the
former president is facing.

Reams of classified files
were stashed in Trump’s
office and storage room and
he boastfully showed off
to guests one such docu-
ment he acknowledged was
“secret,” federal prosecu-
tors have alleged. His own
lawyer is quoted in the
indictment as saying Trump
encouraged him to mislead
investigators who demand-
ed the documents back,
and prosecutors have since
secured the cooperation of
a Mar-a-Lago staffer who
says the ex-president asked
about deleting surveillance
footage at the Palm Beach
property.

But that doesn’t make the
path to conviction easy, par-
ticularly with the case set for
trial in a Florida courthouse
expected to draw its jury
pool from a conservative-
leaning region of the state
that supported Trump in the
2020 election. Those built-
in demographics may be a
challenge for prosecutors
despite the evidence at their
disposal, underscoring the
impossibility of untangling
the law from politics in an

election-year trial involv-
ing a former president who
is seeking to return to the
White House.

“The more conserva-
tive the counties, the high-
est chance he has to find
jurors that would be sym-
pathetic with him,” said
Richard Kibbey, a criminal
defense attorney in Stuart,
Florida, part of the Fort
Pierce district where the
jury pool is expected to be
taken from.

When it comes to find-
ing truly impartial jurors, he
added, “It’s going to be very
difficult given the political
climate across the country.
Jurors will bring their own
biases into the court room.”

Unless the trial location
is moved or its date pushed
back, it will take place start-
ing next May in Fort Pierce
before U.S. District Judge
Aileen Cannon, a Trump
appointee who drew scru-
tiny last year for grant-
ing a Trump team request
to appoint an independent
arbiter to review the classi-
fied documents seized from
Mar-a-Lago. That decision
was reversed by a unani-
mous three-judge appeals
panel.

For months, a grand
jury in Washington had
been hearing testimony in
the case, leading to expec-

tations that any charges
against Trump would be
brought there. Instead,
the indictment wound up
being filed in the South-
ern District of Florida,
enabling special counsel
Jack Smith’s team to avoid
any protracted fights with
Trump’s lawyers over the
appropriate venue for the
case but creating the poten-
tial for a less desirable jury
pool, at least politically.

The jury selection pro-
cess is meant to weed out
personal or partisan bias
that could taint the case,
with jurors instructed to
make decisions solely on the
basis of the evidence they
hear. But in a federal court
system where convictions
overwhelmingly outnumber
acquittals, defense lawyers
— and prosecutors, for that
matter — could nonetheless
look to jury selection as a
way to elicit an edge.

“Picking a jury is an
art. It’s not a science. And
whether you’re a prosecu-
tor or a defense attorney,
you use everything in your
arsenal to seat the best jury
you can get for your case,”
said Michael Sherwin, a for-
mer federal prosecutor in
Miami who served during
the Trump administration
as acting U.S. Attorney in
Washington.
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The Southern Wells school board recognized students who received the 2023 College
Board National Recognition Award during their meeting Tuesday. Pictured in front is Ella
Lahr, Alyssa Green and Alaina Nusbaumer; Malaina Culbertson and Derek Rockwell were
not present. In back are members of the school board, Andrew Pursifull, Todd Fiechter,
Delora Schneider, and Chad Roush, teacher Joel Roush and Superintendent Trent Lehm-
an. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

We make convenience part
of your treatment.

Your “road to recovery” isn’t a 45-minute drive up State
Road 1. That’s why Fort Wayne Orthopedics has locations
close to home—like Bluffton—so you can focus on healing,
not a commute. Our personalized treatment plans,
specialist doctors, and clean, safe surroundings will help
you feel renewed, refreshed and ready to take on the
world. Plus, you'll still have a full tank of gas.
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Adam Hall, MD Brandon S. Huggins, MD
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John Paul M. Manalo, MD
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Ossian on Parade

At top, Kelly Engineer Mike Moriarity drives a Bluffton Fire Department Truck in the
Ossian Days parade Saturday. Mason Sanders and his son Sebastian Sanders wave
from the back of the truck. Below, the Norwell Knights marching band opened the
Ossian Days parade with playing the national anthem. (Photos by Holly Gaskill)

Sacramento prosecutor sues
California’s capital city over failure
uto clean up homeless encampments

SACRAMENTO, Calif.
(AP) — Sacramento’s top
prosecutor is suing the city’s
leaders over failure to clean-
up homeless encampments,
escalating a monthslong dis-
pute with leaders in Califor-
nia’s capital city.

County District Attor-
ney Thien Ho announced
the lawsuit Tuesday dur-
ing a news conference in
Sacramento, saying the city
is seeing a “collapse into
chaos” that he said reflects
the “erosion of everyday
life.” A group of residents
and business owners also
filed a companion lawsuit
against the city.

Ho said his office had
asked the city to enforce
local laws around sidewalk
obstruction and to create
additional professionally
operated camping sites, but
that the city did not.

The lawsuit includes
accounts from dozens of
city residents living around
14 encampments. Some
homeowners recounted
being threatened with fire-
arms at their front door and

having their properties bro-
ken into and vandalized
— which has driven some
from their homes. Local
business owners said they
have spent thousands of dol-
lars to upgrade their security
systems after their workers
were assaulted by homeless
people, while calls to city
officials seeking help have
gone unanswered, the law-
suit said.

“This is a model for the
people to stand up and hold
their government account-
able,” Ho said in an inter-
view Tuesday. “All I’'m ask-
ing is the city do its job.”

Sacramento County had
nearly 9,300 homeless peo-
ple in 2022, based on data
from the annual Point in
Time count. That was up 67
percent from 2019. Roughly
three-quarters of the coun-
ty’s homeless population is
unsheltered, and the major-
ity of that group are living
on Sacramento streets.

Sacramento Mayor Dar-
rell Steinberg said Ho was
politicizing the issue. The
city has added 1,200 emer-

gency shelter beds, passed
ordinances to protect side-
walks and schools and has
created more affordable
housing, Steinberg said in a
statement.

The city is trying to avoid
“the futile trap of just mov-
ing people endlessly from
one block to the next,”
Steinberg said. People’s
frustrations are “absolutely
justified” but Ho’s actions
are a “performative distrac-
tion,” he said.

Homeless tent encamp-
ments have grown visibly
in cities across the U.S. but
especially in California,
which is home to nearly
one-third of unhoused peo-
ple in the country.

Ho had threatened in
August to file charges
against city officials if they
didn’t implement changes
within 30 days. In a letter to
the city, Ho demanded that
Sacramento implement a
daytime camping ban where
homeless people have to put
their belongings in storage
between 6 a.m. and 9 p.m.,
among other rules.
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United Auto Workers threaten to
expand targeted strike if there is
no substantive progress by Friday

By DAVID KOENIG
AP Business Writer

The United Auto Work-
ers union is stepping up
pressure on Detroit’s Big
Three by threatening to
expand its strike unless it
sees major progress in con-
tract negotiations by Friday.

In a video statement late
Monday, UAW President
Shawn Fain said workers at
more factories will join those
who are now in the fifth day
of a strike at three plants.

“We’re not going to
keep waiting around for-
ever while they drag this
out ... and we’re not mess-
ing around,” Fain said in
announcing the noon East-
ern time Friday deadline for
escalating the strike unless
there is “serious progress”
in the talks. The union plans
to disclose the locations of
new strikes during an online
presentation to members
that morning.

Ford, General Motors
and Stellantis said they want
to settle the strike, and they
held back from directly crit-
icizing the escalation threat.

Mark Stewart, the North
American chief operating
officer of Stellantis, the suc-
cessor to Fiat Chrysler, said
the company is still looking
for common ground with
the UAW.

“I hope that we’re able to
do that by Friday,” Stewart
said on CNBC.

GM said in a statement,
“We’re continuing to bar-
gain in good faith with the
union to reach an agree-
ment as quickly as possible
for the benefit of our team
members, customers, sup-
pliers and communities
across the U.S.”

A Ford spokeswoman
said Tuesday that nego-
tiations were continuing,
but provided no additional
details.

Late Tuesday, Canadian
union Unifor said it reached
a tentative agreement with
Ford to avert a midnight
strike by 5,600 workers at
several plants in Canada.
The union did not imme-
diately disclose terms of
the deal, which it said was
endorsed unanimously by its
bargaining committee.

Unifor opened negotia-
tions with the Detroit Three
on Aug. 10 before narrow-
ing discussions to Ford as

\.................

the target company on Aug.
29. The union will seek to
use the Ford deal as a pat-
tern for thousands of GM
and Stellantis workers in
Canada.

In Washington, the Biden
administration reversed a
plan to send acting Labor
Secretary Julie Su and
senior adviser Gene Sper-
ling to Detroit this week
to meet with both sides,
according to a White House
official. Last week, Presi-
dent Joe Biden publicly
backed the UAW and said
the officials could play a
positive role.

The White House now
believes that since negotia-
tions are taking place, “it is
most productive for Sper-
ling and Su to continue their
discussions from Washing-
ton and allow talks to move
forward,” said the official,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity to discuss the
private plans.

Fain had discounted the
need for help from Wash-
ington, saying “This battle is
not about the president,” and
some Democrats opposed the
White House involvement.

“I do not believe that the
president himself should
intervene as he did in the
railroad strike in these talks.
He should not be at that
table,” said Rep. Debbie
Dingell, whose congressio-
nal district includes part of
southeast Michigan.

So far the strike is lim-
ited to about 13,000 work-
ers at a Ford assembly plant
in Wayne, Michigan, a GM
factory in Wentzville, Mis-
souri, and a Stellantis plant
in Toledo, Ohio.

However, layoffs are
starting to occur at other
locations as the strike crimps
the industry’s supply chain.

In Toledo, 12 different
shops that supply the Jeep
plant where UAW is strik-
ing have laid off more than
1,600 workers, according to
Bruce Baumhower, presi-
dent of the union local in
northeast Ohio. More than
half will get state unem-
ployment benefits, while
workers at two companies
located inside the Jeep plant
have been approved for pay-
ments from the union strike
fund, “but they can’t picket
because they’re not on
strike,” he said.
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GM warned Monday that
the strike in Wentzville, near
St. Louis, could force the
company to idle an assem-
bly plant in Kansas City
early this week. On Tues-
day, the company said that it
expected to keep production
going in Kansas City for at
least one more day.

The automakers normally
provide supplemental or
partial pay to workers who
are idled because of supply
chain problems, but Ford
and GM have said they will
not do that this time because
the shutdowns are caused by
a strike. The union argues
that layoffs are a choice by
management, but the union’s
ability to challenge the
change in policy is unclear.

United States Steel
Corp. said it was temporar-
ily idling one of its blast
furnaces in Granite City,
Illinois, an indication that
the company expects the
strike to reduce demand for
steel. There are about 1,450
workers at the site — most
of them represented by the
United Steelworkers, but the
company said many work-
ers won’t be affected by the
furnace shutdown.

The area’s congress-
woman, Democrat Nikki
Budzinski, said U.S. Steel
was using the strike as an
excuse to idle the furnace.
“Their effort to blame this
announcement on the Unit-
ed Auto Workers strike is
a shameful attempt to pit
worklng people against one
another,” she said.

A parts supplier, CIE
Newcor, told Michigan offi-
cials that it expects a one-
month closure of four plants
in the state to start Oct. 2
and idle nearly 300 workers.

The UAW is seeking
wage increases of more than
30 percent over four years
and other sweeteners. The
union says workers deserve
a bigger share of record
profits that the companies
posted as prices rose sharply
on strong consumer demand
and a limited supply of vehi-
cles because of chip short-
ages and other issues.

The companies say they
can’t afford to meet the
UAW'’s demands because
they must invest those prof-
its to help them make the
transition to electric vehi-
cles.

Thanks for voting me #1 Travel Agency!
Let me help you plan your next adventure!

7/7/[NN\\\" BUSINESSES

AIR DUCT CLEANING CARPET CLEANING \ MAGICAL VACATION PLANNER ¢
‘ MR. B’S CLEANING
\F°rC|eaneh °' ﬁ:h%t:::)ty‘ AP LANDSCAPING SERVICES e Complimentary concierge services for all of Stephame Hlday
| Savej207% 0 ms} Tol Freo. 5772344174 | ———— oG o your travel planning needs. Travel Specialist
a - =00 oo [ 7 « All Inclusive
ABVANE' EDRNT NN » | |Landscaping Resorts 5. hiday@magicalvacationplanner.com 200-417-7656
YL (A7 ESTATES || TS0 o | [ e R & =

PAYMIER
SIUR/ANIGES ¢

Publishing in the

.
dNBfII% ~ W armer

The Ozstan Journal
Week of October 2

Advertising Deadline Tues., September 26

& LIN'S LOCK &
" KEY, INC. ? IN

Commercial - Business
Home - Indastrial

Electronic Locks - Keypads
Safes « Handicap openers
Camera Surveillance

1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton
Lin Harrold, CML * (260)824-3533
Cell 827-7632
CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

Reaching over 8,300 readers in Wells County AiSdicare Supplements

as well as parts of Blackford, Huntington, Jay and
Allen Counties with your Home Improvement Ads.

260 701=-2975




Page 2a - The News-Banner - WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2023

Second place float

bieri)

This year’s second place float went to BBR Imports of Bluffton, which received prize of $200. (Photo by Barbara Bar-

Pictured in the photo from left,
Bluffton Mayor John Whicker,
Kelsey Grover, Caleb Gro-
ver, Kate Sumrall and Dave
Sumrall all of ITOWN Church,
Wells County Chamber of
Commerce Executive Direc-
tor Erin Prible and Rachel
Reinhard of Grace & Mercy.
(Photo submitted)

Chamber celebrates ITOWN Church groundbreaking

The Wells County Chamber
of Commerce proudly welcomed
ITOWN Church to Bluffton with a
ground breaking ceremony on the
north side of town on September 15,
marking a significant milestone in the
community’s spiritual landscape.

Founded and led by Pastors Dave
and Kate Sumrall, ITOWN Church
has become a beacon of faith and com-
munity in Fishers, Indiana, since its
inception in 2010. Over the years, it
has grown from a small launch team
to serving thousands of worshippers
across three locations, including Bluff-
ton.

Pastor Dave Sumrall shared the
journey of ITOWN Church’s expan-
sion to Bluffton, saying, “Bluffton
started with a small group of 70 to
80 people, who just started watching
us online, gathering together in their
homes. And it grew large enough to
be at the Bluffton High School here in
town.” Their commitment to building a

vibrant spiritual community led them
to a partnership with the Bluffton con-
gregation.

Today, ITOWN Church is thriving
and now owns 37 acres of land where
they plan to construct a 16,000 square
foot facility. This state-of-the-art build-
ing will include a 500-seat auditorium,
dedicated kids’ areas, and a café serv-
ing specialty drinks throughout the
week. It aims to be a welcoming space
for church members and the commu-
nity to gather, study, and find solace.

Pastor Dave Sumrall also expressed
his openness to future possibilities, say-
ing, “We believe the building is posi-
tioned in a way that we’ve got plenty of
land to do whatever God leads us to do
with the rest of the property.”

The church’s construction approach
involves five separate steel buildings,
each serving a unique purpose, which
will be joined together to create a uni-
fied facility. Construction is on a fast
track, with the goal of completing all

infrastructure, including the parking
lot, by January. The final construction
is expected to be completed by the end
of the year.

While the new facility takes shape,
ITOWN Church invites the commu-
nity to visit their temporary location
at the local high school, emphasizing
their commitment to Bluffton’s growth
and well-being.

Caleb Grover, who leads the Bluft-
ton campus, received praise for his
dedication and love for the community.
“We are very excited about having a
permanent home in the community of
Bluffton because we love this city, and
we’re just excited to be here for the
long haul,” said Pastor Dave Sumrall.

The Wells County Chamber of
Commerce extends its heartfelt con-
gratulations to ITOWN Church on
this significant milestone and looks
forward to witnessing their continued
positive impact on the Bluffton com-
munity.

Zelenskyy speaks to UN General Assembly

UNITED NATIONS
(AP) — Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
Tuesday that Russia is “wea-
ponizing” everything from
food and energy to abducted
children in its war against
Ukraine — and he warned
world leaders that the same
could happen to them.

“When hatred is weapon-
ized against one nation, it
never stops there,” he said
at the U.N. General Assem-
bly’s annual top-level meet-
ing. “The goal of the pres-
ent war against Ukraine is
to turn our land, our people,
our lives, our resources
into weapons against you
— against the international
rules-based order.”

The war in Ukraine has
deepened major global sup-
ply disruptions caused by
the pandemic, driving a
huge spike in food and ener-
gy prices, jolting the global
economy and increasing
hardship in many develop-
ing countries.

Decades-old energy sup-
ply channels to Europe from
Russia, a major oil and gas
producer, were halted or

severely disrupted by the
war due to sanctions, trade
disputes, pipeline shutoffs
and a major push by West-
ern countries to find alter-
native sources. Both Russia
and Ukraine also are major
grain exporters, and Russia
withdrew this past summer
from a deal that allowed
shipments of Ukrainian
grain through the Black Sea.

Zelenskyy pointed to the
food and fuel crunches, and
he highlighted what Ukraine
says were kidnappings of at
least tens of thousands of
children taken from Ukraine
after Moscow’s inva-
sion: “What will happen to
them?”

“Those children in Russia
are taught to hate Ukraine,
and all ties with their fami-
lies are broken. And this is
clearly a genocide,” Zelen-
skyy said in remarks that ran
15 minutes — the meeting’s
often-disregarded time limit.

The International Crimi-
nal Court issued an arrest
warrant in March for Rus-
sian President Vladimir
Putin and another official,
accusing them of abducting
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children from Ukraine. Rus-
sian officials have denied
any forced transfers of chil-
dren, saying some Ukrainian
youngsters are in foster care.

Russia gets its chance to
address the General Assem-
bly on Saturday. Deputy
U.N. Ambassador Dmitry
Polyansky sat in Russia’s
seat during Zelenskyy’s
address.

“Did he speak?” Polyan-
sky said with a wry smile
when an Associated Press
reporter asked about his
reaction to the address. “I
didn’t notice he was speak-
ing. I was on my phone.”

Zelenskyy took to the
world stage at a sensitive
point in his country’s cam-
paign to maintain interna-
tional support for its fight.
Nearly 19 months after
Moscow launched a full-
scale invasion, Ukrainian
forces are three months into
a counteroffensive that has
not gone as fast or as well as
initially hoped.

Ukraine and its allies
cast the country’s cause as
a battle for the rule of inter-
national law, for the sover-

eignty of every country with
a powerful and potentially
expansionist neighbor, and
for the stability of global
food and energy supplies.

“We must stand up to
this naked aggression today
and deter other would-be
aggressors tomorrow,” U.S.
President Joe Biden told
the assembly Tuesday in his
own speech. As he pledged
support to Ukraine, there
was a round of applause,
including from Zelenskyy.

Russia insists its war is
justified, claiming that it is
defending Russian speakers
in Ukraine from a hostile
government and protecting
Russian interests against
NATO encroachment, and
more.

The war has raged longer
and losses have been greater
than Russia hoped, and the
fighting has spurred wide-
spread international con-
demnation against Moscow.

But the Kremlin also
has influential friends that
haven’t joined the chorus
of censure: China and India,
for instance, have staked out
neutral positions.
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Oklahoma church
expelled after pastor
defends his blackface

By PETER SMITH
Associated Press

The Southern Baptist Convention has ousted an Okla-
homa church whose pastor defended his blackface per-
formance at one church event and his impersonation of a
Native American woman at another.

The Executive Committee of the nation’s largest Prot-
estant denomination voted Tuesday that Matoaka Baptist
Church of Ochelata “be deemed not in friendly coopera-
tion with the convention” — the official terminology for an
expulsion.

The church’s pastor, Sherman Jaquess, dressed in black-
face for a 2017 church Valentine’s Day event, in which
he claimed to be impersonating the late soul singer Ray
Charles. Jaquess wore dark facial makeup, a large Afro wig
and dark glasses and smiled broadly as he sang a duet. Some
in the crowd can be heard laughing during the video of the
performance.

The video was brought to light earlier this year by a Tulsa
community activist, Marq Lewis.

Another Facebook photo, published by the Examiner-
Enterprise of Bartlesville, also surfaced, showing Jaquess
dressed as a Native American woman at a “Cowboys and
Indians” night at a church camp. The photo shows a man
dressed as a cowboy, holding an apparently fake gun to
Jaquess in jest while a boy dressed as a cowboy is poised
with raised fists next to him.

In a Facebook post earlier this year, Lewis wrote: “He
didn’t just mimic Ray Charles, he distorted the features and
culture of African Americans and also Indigenous Ameri-
cans with his offensive Pocahontas caricature. He is promot-
ing the hatred that sees African Americans and Indigenous
Americans as not only different but less than.

Jaquess said in an 1nterv1ew that it’s “repugnant to have
people think you’re a racist,” especially when he said he
was paying tribute to Charles.

“If it had been done in a derogatory or hateful manner,
that would be one thing, but the church was full of people.
Nobody took it as a racial slur,” he said, contending that
people drudged up the years-old posts after he spoke against
drag shows in Bartlesville.

Jaquess, who became a Christian in a Southern Baptist
church at age 13, also said that he’s part Cherokee and he
wasn’t attempting to caricature Native people.

He said the denomination reached out a few months ago
about how they would send a packet “where I would have to
prove I wasn’t a racist.” Jaquess said he never received any-
thing until Friday when notice of the pending vote and his
lack of cooperation arrived. He said he called but couldn’t
reach anyone.

His church, he said, may appeal the ouster to the SBC’s
full annual meeting next year, as is its right.

Now, “I don’t know if I want to be a part of a denomina-
tion that would make a judgment about you without even
talking to you,” said Jaquess, who said he committed his life
to ministry in Southern Baptist churches. “The only thing I
see that they do well is cash my check.”

But Lewis praised the Executive Committee’s action.

“For him (Jaquess) to not apologize, and double down on
it, to me I felt this is a pastor that needed to be exposed,”
Lewis said in an interview. “I’m grateful that the Southern
Baptist organization said, ‘We don’t want to have anything
to do with this.””

Blackface performances date back to minstrel shows of
the 1800s, in which performers darkened their faces to cre-
ate bigoted caricatures of Black people.

Since Southern Baptist churches are independent, the
convention can’t tell a church what to do or whom to have
as a pastor, but it can oust a church from its membership.

The SBC’s constitution says a church can only be
deemed in friendly cooperation if, among other things, it
“does not act to affirm, approve, or endorse discriminatory
behavior on the basis of ethnicity.”

The conservative denomination has in recent years
expelled churches for various reasons — most prominently
Saddleback Church, the California megachurch ousted ear-
lier this year for having women pastors.

In 2018 and 2022, the Executive Committee ousted a
Georgia church and a New Jersey congregation amid con-
cerns over alleged discriminatory behavior.

Other reasons for ouster include a failure to address sex-
ual abuse and for acting to “endorse homosexual behavior.”

Separately, the committee faced its third leadership set-
back in a matter of months when its anticipated appointment
of an interim president fell through.

Retired Kentucky pastor Dan Summerlin, who had been
recommended by the committee’s officers, withdrew his
candidacy, saying Tuesday that he wouldn’t have time for
the job while caring for his wife during cancer treatment.

The committee was meeting for the first time since
its interim president, Tennessee pastor Willie McLaurin,
resigned in August after it came to light that he had falsi-
fied his educational credentials on his resume. McLaurin
had been the leading candidate to become the permanent
president after the committee failed to approve the nomi-
nation of its former chairman, Jared Wellman, as president
in May.

The committee said in a statement Tuesday that based
on an internal investigation, it concluded that “McLaurin
engaged in both academic and professional fraud.” But
it said no evidence was found “of wrongdoing or direct
financial harm to the Executive Committee.” It did not
elaborate.

“While the Executive Committee acknowledges the
collateral, reputational harm and indirect financial impact
resulting from McLaurin’s misrepresentations, the Execu-
tive Committee does not plan to proceed with taking any
legal action against McLaurin at this time,” it said.

Jonathan Howe, who as vice president had been serving
in the interim role, will continue that role, according to the
committee.

The job of the chief executive involves leading the day-
to-day business of the committee, which acts on behalf of
the convention when its annual meeting is not in session.
The previous permanent president, Ronnie Floyd, resigned
amid turmoil over the Executive Committee’s handling of a
third-party investigation into how the committee addressed
sexual abuse reports.

Amid tight finances, the committee recently cut five full-
time staff positions and two contractor positions.

Timeto Serwce
= and Update

Your Air
Conditioning '

ER& 5., B
é\ﬁig@&ﬁ% e
24-022 Conditioning m Stamdard.
LLLB 0228 cam ’_‘J_J

219E. Perry St. Bluffton HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING




DIVERSIONS

I have met Leslie several times, and
she has always been kind. I’ve never
felt threatened by my boyfriend’s rela-

lunch. When I got there, Leslie was in

I just saw your
advice regarding
a co-worker who

human resources.
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I have a degree
in human resourc-

a panic because her sitter was sick and
needed to go home. Leslie was trying

everyone she knew who could babysit.

My boyfriend turned to me, right in
front of Leslie, and asked if I would
mind going to her apartment and stay-
ing with the kids until she got off work.

I don’t know these kids, and they
don’t know me. Leslie seemed fine
with this, however.

I instantly felt angry. My boyfriend
was putting me on the spot, not caring

ing to do this. My boyfriend couldn’t
understand why I wasn’t willing to help
her out.

We got into a big argument in the
parking lot. I told him I didn’t appre-
ciate being put on the spot like that
and him being willing to use me to

es and would advise your reader to try
to have a conversation with the employ-
ee first, as this may open the door to
communication between the two of
them. The writer only stated she is not
engaging and is more annoyed.

Maybe that is why the co-worker
keeps trying to engage in a conversa-
tion. If the conversation between the
two of them doesn’t solve the issue,

ships. I am sure you would rather a co-
worker approach you with a problem
rather than go straight to HR. — Works
in HR

Dear HR: I always love hearing
from professionals in their fields. Thank
you for your letter. You bring up a great
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Q: The days of Adam
and Eve are long gone.
We don’t live in an archa-
ic world and the sin that
ruined life for them has
nothing to do with living
today in a modern and
high-tech environment.
Why do some churches
insist that people are no
different than they were
back “in the beginning”?
—AW.

this is true because people
still sin, still defy author-
ity, and still act indepen-
dently of God, revealing
the great gulf between
mankind and God.

Adam and Eve chose
to disobey God and
plunged into a world that
was spiritually dark and
dead — and physically
unproductive except by
hard work and suffering.

automatically forgive
or ignore man’s rebel-
lion still present today.
Because God is love,
He couldn’t completely
cast man aside. As He
revealed Himself to Adam
and Eve long ago, He has
revealed Himself to man-
kind through His Son,
Jesus Christ, who came to
redeem mankind from sin.
The greatest act of love is
to tell people about God’s
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“l can’t order, Mommy. There
aren’t any pictures on
the menu.”

ACROSS

"THIS IS FROM MY
IT-LOOKED-GREAT-IN-THE-STORE' COLLECTION."

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

36 — kwon

59 Take it

22 Afghani-

A: The people Of the  The world was under the love through Christ, who 1 Felonious do easy stan’s
21st century are no differ-  judgment of God — and  willingly shed His blood flights 37 Postpaid — Bora
ent from Adam and Eve. till is. The Bible teaches on the cross for the sins of 5 Wrestling enc. DOWN region
We may have added some  that mankind is in a period ~ men, women, and children surface 38 Jacob’s  1Staying 23 Tic
sophisticated technol-  of spiritual blackout. “The ~ — past and present. 8 Historic twin power 25 Wager

. . . . . “ H ” H H
ogy, built skyscrapers, and  god of this age has blind- (This column is based Scott 39 “Frontline” 2 Region 26 Pie —
written several million ed the minds of unbeliev- on the words and writings 12 gotmposer » le:l{lrer 2 Eehave . B]Odgt
books, but there is still a  ers” (2 Corinthians 4:4, of the late Rev. Billy Gra- ate oman am oupters
h b inful 13 Coach 1109 bundles 29 Mr.
chasm between sinful man  NIV). ham.) ; ; ;
.. . . . Par- 43 Supplies 5 Awril Guinness
and holy God. Yet across The divine dilemma is ©2023 Billy Graham seghian food for follower 31—
this dark, barren abyss, that man is sinful and sep- Literary Trust. Distributed 14Useda 46 Untamed 6 Joan of Na Na
God calls, even pleads, arated from God. Because by Tribune Content Agen- Place Your Ad 24/7/365! loom 50 Landed — 32 Water
with man to be reconciled God is holy, He couldn’t cy, LLC. www.news-banner.com 15 Science 51 Delicate 7 Cold War (Fr.)
of dinner news 34 Cold War
[ o2 |m[alp1p2| 5em | 5:30 | 11pm | 11:30 | 12am heredity party agency initials
winm (2 11| 26 | 63| |30 Woman [lulie & % Movie Berean  |TCT Today [Newsw- |Love Andrew | Ask the Pastor Rabbi 17 Israel’s topic 8 Resided 38 New
Friends Endeavors atch Worth Wommack Lapin Abba 54 Mvthical 9 Tech- Hamp-
CBS ® News (N) |Inside News at 6 |CBS News |Wheel of [Jeopardy! (Big Brother (N) Superfan "Kelsea So Help Me Todd Nightcast |(35) The Late Show (:35) James “ " y T p
WANE 2|15\15 Edition (N) |(N) ) Fortune (N)|(N) Ballerini" (5F) (N) "Against All Todds" ~ |(N) With Stephen Colbert |Corden 18 “Sexy birds nology shire
Antenna Blue Bloods "Blackout" |Blue Bloods "Thicker  [Blue Bloods "Trust" Blue Bloods "By Hook Blue Bloods "Stirring  |Blue Bloods Blue Bloods "Authority |Blue Bloods i i i
WANE-2 02 105/ 20 Than Water" or by Crook" the Pot" "Handcuffs" Figures" "Disrupted" B.eatles 55 Vitamin relatlng to town
ABC 30 | 4 |3 |21 |0 |/ABC2T News at S (M) [ABC2T () [ABC World [ABCZT —[Ent. The The The The The Rookie "Under  |ABCZ1 () [(35) Jimmy Kimmel |35 girl stat automa- 40 Flag
WPTA 3 News (N) |News (N) (Tonight (N)|Conners |Conners |Conners |Conners |[Siege" Live! Nightline 19 Beauty 56 Jazz tons maker
NBC Family 25 Words |News (N) [NBC News [Family Family America's Got Talent  [Night Night Chicago P.D. News (N) [(:35) The Tonight Show |(35) Seth :
WPTA-2 @278 14 |Feud or Less (N) Feud Feud (L) (N) Court Court Starring Jimmy Fallon |Meyers parlo_rs singer 10 Author Ross
VT sisli0l o [ 56]34]K0 7T [The King [Mod Fam 21Alive ~[LastMan [Last Man |Dateline "The Waiting ~[Dateline "Broken Seinfeld [Seinfeld |Mom Mom The The 21 Tennis James Hunter 42 “— Were
WPTA-3 Candy" of Queens |"Egg Drop” [News at 6 |Standing |Standing |Car" Circle" Goldbergs |Goldbergs : H H
W (o The Steve Wilkos Show [TMZ Live (N Dish TMZ (N)  [The Swarm "Episode 2" |Penn "Teller Versus Dish TMZ (N)  [Family Guy |Family Guy|Bob's Bob's bar:rlers 57 BOOked 11 Lairs a ngh
WISE 8143333 Nation (N) Penn: The Rematch" Nation (N) Burgers  [Burgers 24 Halry solid 16 Golf prop Man
PBS Evolution Earth PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News [LIFE Ahead|America "New Mexico: [NOVA "London Super  [Evol Earth "Heat" |[Amanpour and America Outdoors Addams “ -
WFWA @9 1315|3939 g America  |(N) Timeless" (N) Tunnel" (N) Company (N) "New Mexico: Timeless" da 58 Celr » 20 Has a 43 Keto. .
PES (g Evolution Earth Context  [BBC News [PBS NewsHour (N) America "New Mexico: |[NOVA "London Super  [Evolution Earth "Heat" [Amanpour and America Outdoors cousin tain y: buQ restriction
WIPB 3 “Islands" America Timeless" (N) Tunnel" (N) Company (N) "New Mexico: Timeless" | 25 |_Ow 44 Matty of
FoX WFFT Fox News at 5  (WFFT Fox News at 6  [Big Bang |Big Bang |MasterChef Amateur chefs compete to become a  [FOX 55 News First at  |Young Young Neighbor  |Neighbor i H . i
WFFT 5| 6|6|55]55 (N) (N) culinary master and earn the title MasterChef. (N) {10 (N) Sheldon  |Sheldon range SOIUtlon time: 23 mins. balseba”
CABLE CH 28 October S 45 Ag|le
LIFE 23 113)108|252 Castle "Law & Murder” |Castle "Slice of Death” |Castle "The Dead Pool" Fastlell"To Love and Die |Castle "Pretty Dead" (:05) Castle "Knockout" |(:05) Castle "Rise" .Castle”"To Love and Die stone I 47 Bar
inLA. in LA 30 B t h . h
X 24 (132136148|(3:30) ¥ Deadpool 2 ®%k* Avengers: End| (2019, Action) Chris Evans, Mark Ruffalo, Robert Downey Jr.. American (N) American American rts H mitzva ’
5 T " Andy Andy Andy Andy Everybody |Everybody |Everybody |Everybody [Everybody |Everybody |Everybody |Everybody [The King [The King |The King |The King verb [¢] e.g.
TVLAND 5 6304/Gyiffith  |Griffith  |Griffith  |Griffith y 1 |Raymond |Raymond y 1 |Raymond |Raymond y 1 |Raymond |of Queens |of Queens |of Queens |of Queens ending 0 48 Play
I 26 142 26 Modern  [Mod Fam |Modern  [Modern  |%%% Shrek Forever After ('10, Animated) Voices [¥%% Shrek Forever After ('10, Animated) Voices [E! News  [%¥%%% The Help ('11) Emma Stone, L
B 14214 Family "First Days" |Family Family of Eddie Murphy, Cameron Diaz, Mike Myers. of Eddie Murphy, Cameron Diaz, Mike Myers. (N) Bryce Dallas Howard, Viola Davis. 33 Antlered partS
Twoanda [Twoanda |Twoanda [Twoanda |Two anda |Two and a |¥ Movie % Movie ¥ Movie razer E iri
PARMT 30 241281 balf Men  |Half Men  |Half Men |Half Men |Half Men |Half Men 34 gR f D 49 Aﬁpl,nng
31/ 50 140|206 Around (N) [Pardon (L) |SportsCenter (L) (N) ESPN Films Series of documentaries looking back  [ESPN Films Series of documentaries looking back  |{SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) ussian a y S
EsPN (N) through the history of sports. through the history of sports. range exam
ESPN2 32 | 54 [143[209|NFL Live (N) Around (N) \Pardon (N) |Foothall ~ WNBA \Basketball 2022: Las Vegas Aces at Seattle Storm \WNBA Basketball Playoffs: Teams TBA (L) (N) NFL Live 35 When 52 PoetiC

s 3 418l671 Live on the Line The Rally (N) Cardinals! |MLB Baseball Milwaukee Brewers at St. Louis Cardinals From Busch Stadium |Cardinals |Cardinals |Life World Poker Tour \ .

FsMw Pre /() |in . Louis. (1) (N) Post (1) (N) Insider | Milwaukee doubled, 2 tribute
Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU its a |

USA 341331105242/ g o' One-Eighty" | "Betrayal's Climax" "Gambler's Fallacy" "Producer's Backend"  |"Holden's Manifesto” | "Padre Sandunguero”  |"Granting Immunity" “Parents' Nightmare" d N 53 Scta e

DISC 35| 72 1820278 Expeditiop X "Beast of Expedi_tiop X "Witches Expelditiun X "Hellfire  |Expedition X ) Expeqition X "Valley of Elxpedition Bigfoot Ghost Adventures ) Fxp.edition X ance Yesterday’s answer 9-20 notes

the Bayou'" of Mexico' Club" "Skinwalker Valley" UFOs" (N) "Dual Pursuit" (N) "Mayhem In Marquette" |"Skinwalker Valley"

TLC 36 | 73 [183(280|World's Fattest Man  [My 600-Lb. Life My 600-Lb. Life My 600-Lb. Life "Joyce's Story" Bad Hair Day Bad Hair Day My 600-Lb. Life 10 111

s 38| 77 120|269 American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers "Big [American Pickers American Pickers (:05) American Pickers |(:05) American Pickers |(:05 American Pickers
HIST "Aerosmith Van" "Radioactive Rust" Bucks Bubbles" "Dani's Picker-versary" |"Burlesque Queen" "Pinball Jack" "Flea Market Junkie" "Dani's Picker-versary"
ARE 39 (134(118(265|The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 ToBeA ed igh h (N) igh h (N) (:05) The First 48 (:05) To Be Announced
(4:00) ¥ When Love % Nature of Love (2020, Romance) Christopher  |%¥ Winter Castle (2019, Romance) Kevin McGarry, |Golden Golden Golden Golden Gold. Girls |Golden
HALL 40 (117)185(312 Springs Rhiannon Fish. |Russell, Donna Benedicto, Emilie Ullerup. Meghan Heffern, Emilie Ullerup. Girls Girls Girls Girls "Ebb Tide" |Girls
41 135]1220244 (:05) %% Amityville: The Awakening (17) Bella  |(:05) %% Winchester (2018, Horror) Jason Clarke, [(:05) %%% Texas Chainsaw Massacre: The Next |(:05) %% Pompeii (2014, Adventure) Carrie-Anne
SYFY Thorne, Cameron Monaghan, Jennifer Jason Leigh. |Sarah Snook, Helen Mirren. Generation ('95) Renée Zellweger. Moss, Emily Browning, Kit Harington.
TBS 43 [130[139]247|Sheldon _ [Sheldon  [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite (L) (N) Sheldon [Sheldon [Sheldon [Sheldon [Sheldon [Sheldon
44 131/138]2a5 Lucifer "Infernal Guinea |Lucifer "Let Pinhead Lucifer "The Last ®% The Hitman's Wife's Bodyguard ('21, Action) | %% Snitch (2013, Crime Story) Barry Pepper, Jon Bernthal, % Training
NT Pig" Sing!" Heartbreak" Samuel L. Jackson, Salma Hayek, Ryan Reynolds. (P) [Dwayne “The Rock" Johnson. (P) Day
2 13112541 (2:45) ¥ ®%% Con Air (1997, Action) John Cusack, John Malkovich, %%k * True Lies (1994, Action) Jamie Lee Curtis, Tom Arnold, Arnold ®%k** Goodfellas (1990, Crime Story) Ray
AmC 5 311254 Gone in 6... | Nicolas Cage. Schwarzenegger. Liotta, Joe Pesci, Robert De Niro.
com 47 107249|Seinfeld [Seinfeld [South Park [South Park [South Park [South Park |South Park [South Park Reno 911! [Reno 911! |South Park [South Park |South Park [South Park
18 | 64 |150[219| “30 Speak (L) (N) NASCAR  |MLB Baseball New York Mets at Miami Marlins From loanDepot Park in Breaking [NFL Films |NFL Films [Joel Klatt [Joel Klatt (The Joel |The Joel

Fs1 8164150219 Hub (L) (N) [Miami. (L) (N) Presents |Presents |RyanDay |Nick Saban |Klatt Show [Klatt Show

WGN 53 307|The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) [Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live

WE 57 128260|NCIS "Agent Afloat” NCIS "Capitol Offense” [NCIS "Heartland" NCIS "Nine Lives" NCIS "Murder 2.0" NCIS NCIS "Cloak" NCIS "Dagger”

FOOD 59 (153[110(231|Guy's Grocery Games |Guy's Grocery Games |Grocery "All-Stars ABC" |Grocery "DDD All Day" |Grocery (N) Battle-Decades (N) Guy's Grocery Games |Guy's Grocery Games

BRAVO 60 |140(129(237|Below Deck ives/OC Hi ives/OC (N) ives/OC (N) WatchWhat Real Hi (N) [H ives/OC Housewives/OC Real SLC
NICK 68| [170[299]Big Nate [Loud House|Loud House[SpongeBob|Dylan (N) [Slimetime |SpongeBob[SpongeBob |Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends
DISN 69 | 30 [172[290Hamster & [Hailey Kiff [Kiff Kiff Kiff BigCity [BigCity [Big City |[lLadybug [Ladybug [Ladybug [Bunk'd  [Bunk'd  [Bluey Bluey

032 |130l3 ®%k* The Amazing Spider-Man (2012, Action) Emma Stone, Rhys Ifans, ¥ The Amazing Spider-Man 2 (2014, Action) Emma Stone, Jamie Foxx, |The 700 Club The The
FREEFORM |7 18031 Andrew Garfield. Andrew Garfield. Simy Simy
" 1 (:55) ¥ Pearl Harbor (2001, War) Josh Hartnett, Kate Beckinsale, Ben ®k % Kingsman: The Secret Service (2014, (:10) Winning Time (:15) ¥ Black Adam (2022, Action) Aldis Hodge,
HBO 30 300/501  Affleck. Action) Michael Caine, Taron Egerton, Colin Firth. Pierce Brosnan, Dwayne “The Rock" Johnson.
35| [310/515]1 ®xk Whip [t [(10) ¥%%* Crazy Heart (2009, Drama) Maggie ~ |¥*%% Neighbors ('14) Zac Efron,  |(:35) ¥ Road Trip: Beer Pong ('09) |(:15) ¥%% Thanks for Sharing (2012, Drama)

MAX ('09) Ellen Page. Gyllenhaal, Robert Duvall, Jeff Bridges. Rose Byrne, Seth Rogen. Danny Pudi, Preston Jones. Gwyneth Paltrow, Tim Robbins, Mark Ruffalo.

1la51/318ls4 ¥ %% Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade (:15) ¥ Shaft (2000, Action) Vanessa Williams, [¥%% Need for Speed (2014, Action) Dominic (15 All (45) All (:15) ¥ Buddy Games:

SHoOW 351851)318 545 139) Sean Connery, Denholm Elliott, Harrison Ford. |Jeffrey Wright, Samuel L. Jackson. Cooper, Imogen Poots, Aaron Paul. Access Access Spring Awakening (P)

(4:15) Bk k Kk (:20) % Moon Manor (2021, Comedy Drama) Lou  |% Senior Moment ('21) Jean Smart, |(:35) #%% Hello | Must Be Going (:10) ¥k ** American Beauty (1999, Comedy
e 375/859327553\ American Beauty Taylor Pucci, Richard Rie bra Wilson. Christopher Lloyd, Will 12) Blythe Danner, Melanie Lynskey. |Drama) Annette Bening, Thora Birch, Kevin Spacey.
M - Mediacom A - Adamswells




Page 4a - The News-Banner - WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2023
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Help Wanted

THE NEWS-BANNER IS
seeking a general assign-
ment reporter to join our staff.
We'd like to emphasize the
"general" in the job descrip-

48

tion — the reporter may cov-
er school boards, local city
councils, and crime, with

7

6 3

room for occasional feature
or enterprise stories. Photog-
raphy experience is a plus.

The News-Banner is an
award-winning daily. A new
reporter will join a staff of

—_—

—

several full-time reporters, as
well as multiple part-time and
freelance reporters. Please

send a cover letter, resume,
salary requirements and
three relevant clips (if appli-

cable) to publisher Doug

3 Brown, dougb@news-
banner.com. No phone calls,
please.
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NEW AD!
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©2023 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Difficulty: %% %

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

I| & Save
m«g P

155 N 450 E, Bluffton, Sept.
21 and 22, 9 am. to 3 p.m.
Bedding, pet supplies, kid's
bikes, collectibles, and nice
misc. items.

"STILL DOWNSIZING", 2335
N. Fairway Lane, Biluffton,
Sept. 21-22, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Sept. 23, 9 am. to 2 p.m.
Quality furniture.

1520 SUTTON CIRCLE
BARN SALE Household,
Christmas, Vintage, Lamps,

Chairs, Glider, TV, Misc. Sept.
21 & 22 8:00 AM-4:00 PM,
Sept. 23 8:00 AM- Noon.

ANNUAL GARAGE SALE at
the Imel barn, 8313 N. 600 W.,
Markle, Friday and Saturday,
September 22 and 23, 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. As always lots of
great items, clean and well
marked. Nice, small women's
clothes, furniture, household.

Bonus... Markle townwide
sales as well!
316 S. WAYNE St., Bluffton,

Sept. 21, 22, 23, 9 am. to 5
p.m. $1 to $5 table, tools, tool-
box, padlocks with keys, NEW
Coleman camping stove, jew-
elry, purses, knitting supplies,
diamond art supplies, home
decor, ladies clothes (large to
extra large), insulated lunch
bags, much more. No kids
clothes.

HELOISE HINT: To make
extra money at your garage
sale. You can sell vegetables
from your garden or sell baked
goods, such as homemade
cookies, pies or cakes. Email
HELOISE@Heloise.com.

Public Notice

STATE OF INDIANA )

) SS:

COUNTY OF WELLS )

IN THE WELLS

SUPERIOR COURT

CAUSE NO.:

90C01-2309-EU-000039
IN RE: THE UNSUPERVISED )
ESTATE OF )
REBA JEAN MCAFEE, )
DECEASED )

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

For Publication in Newspaper

Notice is hereby given that Bet-
tye Jean George was on Septem-
ber 7, 2023 appointed Personal
Representative of the ESTATE OF
REBA JEAN MCAFEE, deceased,
who died on July 19, 2023.

All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or not
now due, must file the claim in the
office of the Clerk of this Court
within three (3) months from the
date of the first publication of this
notice, or within nine (9) months
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be
forever barred.

Dated at Bluffton,
09/07/2023

Beth Davis

CLERK,

WELLS SUPERIOR COURT
Janell M. Sprinkle (#23097-49)
Beers Mallers, LLP
110 West Berry Street, Suite 1100
Fort Wayne, IN 46802
Telephone: (260) 426-9706
Facsimile: (260) 420-1314
Attorneys for Personal Represen-
tative

Indiana,

nb 9/13, 9/20
hspaxip
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NOTICE
NOW HIRING

+/ THIS oUT!

HAVING AN UPCOMING
event? A 20 word, line classi-
fied ad in the Bluffton News-
Banner for six days is only
$24.50. Add a border for an

Openings on all shifts!
Competitive pay and benefits
along with Gold Level insur-
ance plan available after 30
days!

Apply online
www.WayneMetals.com

24/7!

additional $1 or a graphic for
an additional $5. Contact the
office at 260-824-0224, 125 N.

Johnson St. or submit online at
www.news-banner.com and l.ottery Numbers
click on classifieds. Tuesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
EMPLOYMENT Cash 5 — 03-08-10-42-
45

Help Wanted

Cash4Life — 02-03-06-
18-19, Cash Ball: 01

Quick Draw Midday —
01-05-06-11-14-31-37-39-
40-50-52-53-55-63-68-69-
72-73-79-80, BE: 73

Daily Three-Midday —
01-07-09, SB: 06

Daily Three-Evening —
03-01-08, SB: 07

Daily Four-Midday —
04-03-03-04, SB: 06

Daily Four-Evening —
09-07-05-03, SB: 07

Quick Draw Evening
— 02-05-07-20-23-24-29-
33-35-43-46-49-52-55-56-
62-63-69-74-77, BE: 62

ALH:. &%

Building Systems

WE ARE HIRING
1ST SHIFT
COMPETITIVE WAGES
FULL TIME EMPLOYMENT

APPLY ONLINE AT
HTTPS://ALH-BUILDING.

COM .
Hoosier Lotto —
MUST PASS Estimated jackpot (for
DRUG SCREEN Wednesday): $32.9 mil-
lion
MARKLE, IN MEGA MILLIONS

06-09-13-29-66; Mega
Ball: 24; Megaplier: 2X.
POWERBALL
Estimated jackpot (for
Wednesday): $672 million

Place a three day garage sale
line classified ad and receive
a free garage sale Kkit!

Classifieds

Place Your Ad 24/7: o 7o www.news-banner.com Anp cLick on “Classifieds”
0R cALL 824-0224 vion-Fri 8-5 @ ToLLrreE 800-579-7476 ¢ rax 824-0700

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SERVICES

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

THINKING ABOUT INSTALL-
ING a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy. FREE
design consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 1-855-475-
0534 today to see how you can
save $1,000 on installation, or
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/
hoosier ()

SWITCH TO DISH and get up
to a $300 gift card! Plus get the
Multisport pack included for a
limited time! Hurry, call for de-
tails: 1-855-551-9764 (1)

SERIOUSLY INJURED IN an
AUTO ACCIDENT? Let us fight
for you! Our network has recov-
ered millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consultation!
844-517-6414 (1)

September a8

GOODS & SERVICES

DIRECTORY

WE ACCEPT

Services

Services

TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION EXPERTS - Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207 (1)

SWITCH AND SAVE up to
$250/year on your talk, text
and data. No contract and no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-855-572-5165 (I)

BECOME A PUBLISHED Au-
thor. We want to Read Your
Book! Dorrance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors Since 1920
Book manuscript submissions
currently  being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution Call
for Your Free Author’'s Guide
1-888-965-1444 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/hoosier (I)

DIRECTV SPORTS PACK - 3
Months on Us! Watch pro and
college sports LIVE. Plus over
40 regional and specialty net-
works included. NFL, College
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf
and more. Some restrictions
apply. Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931 (1)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility
with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free information kit! Call
877-930-3271 (1)

Thank you
for reading
your local
newspaper

HIDEAWRY

BEER=BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on E for our Events.

128 S Jonnson ST. 824-0455

J&F Wood Working

Custom Cabinet
New Construction
Remodel &

Custom
Wood

Working of
Any Kind.

(L] Mechanical LLC)

Commercial and Residential
All Plumbing Service
Water Softeners and Water
Heaters and Water Hookups
Stools and Sinks Tubs
Showers - Fix Leaks
Licensed and Insured

Genesis

Pest Services

Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner

260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

(<4

Huma Remodel and Repair
~ RIS LANCASTER

Senior Apartments
1800 S. Wayne St. | Bluffton

"/epalr Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete - Doors
Windows « Painting
Tile » Small Jobs Welcome

» 1& 2 Bedrooms

- Maintenance Free
« All Ground-level

- Private Entrances

Text me at 260-301-1263 - Water Included
Jim Baker
Zap Electric, Inc. g | ... .
260-824-29277 824-5280

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
For those 62 + or

24 Hr. Emergency Service TDD: 7-1-1 by euroies
Charles Miller-Electrican = gReE L\ of age.
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates @“ G

AMISH CREW

W|II do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.

260-223-4276

Primary Free

Contracting, LLC Estimates

Decks ¢ Garages ¢ Pole Barns * Siding * Remodeling

Metal and Shingle Roofing ¢ Storm Damage *Trim Wood Working and more!

— Call 260-438-2508 Owner - Edwin Wickey =~ COMPETITIVE RATES!
%, Publi “
llbll(‘. / ASSISTING IN:
% # d ()I(I((/ ([C/{ « FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
/ I Ussociates Life Planning

SEPTEMBER 26 - 6 p.m. - Steven H. Arnold, seller. OK Mod-
ern Dry Cleaners, 404 S. Main St., Bluffton. Empty building,
1,078 sq. ft., 70'x55’ lot, half bath. Heartland Auction & Realty,
Inc., 260-724-3499, heartlandauctionrealty.com.

BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOSING SEPTEMBER
26 - 6 p.m. EST - Leo Thieme, owner. Real estate 6 p.m.: 1,780
sq. feet, full basement, 3 bedroom, 2 full bath home, oversize
2 car attached garage, 3 acres, 6850 E 700 N, Decatur. Per-
sonal property 6:30 p.m.: 2007 Dodge Grand Caravan, 131k
miles, appliances, antiques, collectibles, furniture, fish and ani-
mal mounts, household items, tools, etc. Krueckeberg Auction &
Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.

SEPTEMBER 28 - 1 p.m. AND SEPTEMBER 29 - 8 a.m. -
Secured creditors & various consignors, owners. 815 Adams
St., Decatur. Truck & equipment and online only equipment. Day
1: skid loader attachments, tool boxes, workbenches, iron gates,
chains & binders, 1 Trip 40’ high side shipping container w/side
doors, dome shelter containers, truck take off parts, more! Day 2
live and online bidding: 700+ lots! 2012-2014 Freightliner M2106
box trucks, dump, utility, & bucket trucks, day cabs, utility & semi
trailers, SUVs, pickups, skid steer attachments. Accepting con-
signments! Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, Kjauction.com,
260-724-7402.

OCTOBER 1-8 - (Online Only) - Estate of Robert Isch, seller.
1978 White 2-50 diesel tractor, 2015 Ex-Mark Laser-Z zero turn
riding lawn mower, 2002 Simplicity lawn mower, 2006 Simplicity
Legacy riding lawn mower, single axle utility trailer, tandem axle
trailer, 14’ hay wagon, 3 bottom plow, Winco generator, lawn and
garden, tools, antique & modern furniture, antiques, primitives,
glassware, household. Preview: Sept. 28, Oct. 5, from 3-6 p.m.,
601 E St. Rd. 124, Monroe. Sale manager, Patrick Carter, The
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOSING OCTOBER 8
STARTING AT 4 PM EST - Larry Beer, owner. Sports collector’s
dream! 950+ lots featuring lots of sports memorabilia, signed jer-
seys, bats & balls, MLB, NFL, MLB cards (some cards Graded),
die cast toys, stamp collection, yard & hand tools, Yamaha gas
powered golf cart, like new Cub Cadet riding lawn mower, house-
hold, furniture, Fenton glass, Roseville & Hull pottery, more! Pre-
view: Oct. 5, 4-6 p.m., 909 Woodridge Ct., Decatur. Krueckeberg
Auction & Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.

BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOSING OCTOBER 15
STARTING AT 4 PM EST - Randy Rossman, owner and mul-
tiple consignors. Online only consignment auction. 1,000+ lots!
Featuring furniture, household items, collectibles, antiques, tools,
guns, & much more! Auction preview: Oct. 12, 3-5 p.m., 812 Elm
St., Decatur. Pick up times: Oct. 16, 1-6 p.m. & Oct. 17, 9 a.m.-
noon, 3 pick up locations in Decatur. Krueckeberg Auction &
Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.

BIDDING STARTS CLOSING OCTOBER 17 STARTING AT 6
P.M. EST - Ronald L Franke estate, owner. Real estate 6 p.m.:
812 sf, full basement, 2 bed, 2 full bath, 14'x22’ detached garage,
.29 acre lot, Fort Wayne Community School, Wayne Township,
Allen County. Personal property 6:30 p.m.: 2006 Chevy Monte
Carlo SS, 105k miles, household, tools, riding lawn mower, furni-
ture, collectibles, more! Preview: Oct. 9, 5-6 p.m., 930 Irene Ave.,
Fort Wayne. Pick up: Oct. 18, 3-6 p.m. Krueckeberg Auction &
Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.

Come See Us for Your CBD Qil Needs
R Warren fl’ﬁarmacy@

(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St,, Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist » Melinda Daniels, RN

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In- .
T
Home Healthcare. S NAELA
As your guide through ™ wia "
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN
ELDER LAW
« Medicaid Planning « In-Home Healthcare
Planning
« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256

FREE INITTAL CONSULTATION!

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors
A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

" OFFICE 260-824-1618 « Corner of Main & Market » Bluffton, IN

« Safe Money Ideas
+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

2740E. 200 N. « Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

r. INDIANA FARM
@». BUREAU INSURANCE"

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place ¢ Bluffton, IN
Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan

A-1 U-Stor

Safe & Secure
Self Storage

=— 824-1846

*Safety Lighting *Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.al-ustor.com
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

Seamless
Sure-Flo®ine:
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Profection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

| 260-888-5062 |

www.seamlessgutter.net

CJC

GARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models - broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

Free Estimate on
Metal Roofing
& More

260-273-9776

For as little as

3123

YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEWS-BANNER EJV(AA/, %.’

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

. you can keep your name in the public eye!
PER ISSUE Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224
or 622-4108

Oct. deadline is
Tues., Sept. 26!




