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Wells library votes to drop ALA membership
By HOLLY GASKILL

A small crowd was yet again 
in attendance for the meeting of 
the Wells County Public Library 
board Tuesday night. This time 
around, the discussion followed 
the library’s membership in the 
American Library Association.

Ultimately, the board voted 6-1 
to lapse their membership to the 
ALA, which was up for renewal 
this month. Board members John 
Stauffer, Deb Johnson, Dawn 

Ulfig, Dustin Brown, Matt Yergler, 
and Kim Gentis voted in favor of 
the motion; Steve Tabor opposed. 

The ALA is a nonprofit orga-
nization that lobbies with the 
federal government on behalf of 
library funding, promotes librar-
ies and library development, and 
offers resources to libraries. How-
ever, the ALA has recently been 
criticized for its appointment of 
Emily Drabinksi as president and 
its defense of books challenged 

by bans. In deciding to leave the 
ALA, both Montana and Texas 
state libraries cited a tweet from 
Drabinksi last year where she self-
identified as a “Marxist lesbian.”

Library Director Sarah Mac-
Neill told the Wells County Coun-
cil on Sept. 5 that she had pulled 
the $600 membership fee from 
the library’s claims to a discussion 
item following recent actions by 
the ALA. 

At the time, MacNeill dis-

cussed the matter as the organiza-
tion violating First Amendment 
neutrality. She elaborated on this 
point Tuesday by referencing a 
recent webinar where the speaker, 
a committee chair of the intellec-
tual freedom committee, allegedly 
advised librarians how to circum-
vent allowing certain groups’ use 
of library meeting rooms.

This, MacNeill emphasized, 
was what she took main issue with. 
“Anyone is allowed to use the 

library, anyone is allowed to use 
their rooms, and we shouldn’t try to 
find loopholes to block,” she said. 
“More than ‘are they pushing diver-
sity and inclusion?’ is the fact that 
they’re violating their mission.”

MacNeill then referenced the 
board’s discussion before this, 
considering the removal of “Blaz-
ing Saddles” from the collection. 
The 1974 movie is a satire starring 
Gene Wilder and Cleaven Little 

By SYDNEY KENT
Almost 40 years ago, some animals were late to a livestock auction.
This may not seem like a moment worth mentioning, however, it was 

a pivotal point for Helen Witte and the Wells County Community. She 
offered up a pie to sell instead.

Ray Shaw, the auctioneer at the 4-H fair in 1985, auctioned Witte’s 
cherry pie for $27.50. Witte has auctioned her pie’s and donated the 
proceeds ever since. The next annual Helen Witte Pie Auction will take 
place at 6 p.m. on Thursday, the opening night of Ossian Days, in the 
event tent.

While nearly $30 for one pie is nothing to balk at, it pales in compari-
son to the prices paid as years passed. Witte recalled the first time she 
broke her personal record when one of her pies sold for $800.

“I thought, ‘$800? There isn’t even 800 cherries in it!’” Witte 
exclaimed. “It was so humbling. I couldn’t help it — I cried.”

Witte beat her personal record again last year when two French apple 
cream pies sold for a combined $8,400.

Witte said she has put some miles behind her pies for this years auc-
tion in attempt to find a specific brand of apples. Multiple stores were 
out of the brand she needed.

“I’m using four different types this year,” Witte grinned. “You can’t 
use just one, it will all fall apart.” Helen Witte (left) and Larry Heckber hold two pie plates, made by local potters, from former years’ auctions. (Photo 

by Sydney Kent)

A piece of the pie
For nearly 40 years, Helen Witte’s pies 
have brought Wells County together

By CHET BAUMGARTNER
After sharing some “good numbers,” Tuesday, 

Superintendent Mike Springer and members of 
the Norwell Community School Board further 
discussed the proposed athletics-related construc-
tion projects.

Springer said companies have submitted 28 
bids to build baseball and football buildings, and 
none of them exceeded the estimated costs district 
officials calculated when they approved a $6.105 
million construction and renovation package. 
Because of this, Springer said, this first phase of 
construction work won’t disrupt any other poten-
tial construction projects under the bond.

The board did not take any action during their 

discussion. Instead, Springer said, Wiegand Con-
struction of Fort Wayne will “scope scrub” the 
lowest bids, or vet them to assure they meet all 
the project requirements and to look for any cost 
savings.

Based off this review, Springer will then ask 
board members to approve a “Guaranteed Maxi-
mum Price” to contract with Wiegand to coor-
dinate the construction. That price, he said, will 
cover the entire project, and Wiegand will cover 
any extra costs.

Furthermore, the district will not increase the 
tax rate to fund these projects, Springer said, as 
the district is set to pay off other debts.

Norwell school board discusses 
athletics construction projects

Community event will 
address addiction and 
ongoing opioid crisis

By HOLLY GASKILL
A free community event will be offered Thursday night at the 4-H 

Community Building to address issues of the opioid crisis. 
The main event will include a presentation from speakers Cody 

Knuckles and John Humphries, also known as Cody and John Speak, 
who address mental health, drug abuse, and their journeys with the two. 
The duo is also slated to speak at the local high schools this week, as 
both of their struggles with addiction began in their teens. 

Local organizations will open the building at 6 p.m., including 16 dif-
ferent opportunities to learn about various recovery, housing, and mental 
health resources. During this time, Citizens Advocating for Drug Aware-
ness and Wells County EMS will provide demonstrations on administer-
ing Naloxone, an opioid overdose treatment. The groups will also have 
Naxolone available for those wanting to carry their own. 

Knuckles and Humphries will follow with their presentation at 7 p.m., 
and a time for questions will be available afterward. 

The speaker series is a product of a recently formed group drug task 
force. Erin Prible, executive director of the Wells County Chamber of 
Commerce, said the group’s impetus followed a meeting with U.S. Rep. 
Jim Banks, who asked to bring local community members together to 

U.S. 224 in Kingsland 
to close on Sept. 18

The Indiana Department of 
Transportation has announced the 
closure of U.S. 224 in Kingsland 
for a railroad crossing to be rebuilt.

Starting on or after Sept. 18, 
crews will be working between 
Market Avenue and N 250 E. Work 
on the railroad crossing is expected 
to last for approximately one week. 
All work is weather-dependent and 
schedules are subject to change.

During construction, drivers 

should use the posted detour of 
State Road 116 and State Road 1, 
or seek an alternate route.

INDOT encourages drivers to 
slow down, use extra caution, and 
drive distraction-free when travel-
ling in and around all work zones.

Motorists in Northeast Indiana 
can monitor road closures, road 
conditions, and traffic alerts any 
time via Facebook and Twitter at @
INDOTNortheast and 511in.org 

McCarthy directs House to open 
impeachment inquiry into Biden

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Speaker  Kevin McCarthy 
announced Tuesday he is direct-
ing the U.S. House to open an 
impeachment inquiry into Presi-
dent Joe Biden over his family’s 
business dealings, launching his-
toric proceedings ahead of the 
2024 election.

McCarthy said that House 
investigations so far “paint a pic-
ture of a culture of corruption” 
around the Biden family as Repub-
licans probe the business deal-
ings of the president’s son, Hunter 
Biden, from before the Democratic 
president took office.

“These are allegations of abuse 
of power, obstruction and cor-
ruption, and they warrant further 

investigation by the House of Rep-
resentatives,” McCarthy, R-Calif., 
said at the Capitol, announcing he 
was directing the House led by the 
Oversight Committee “to open a 
formal impeachment inquiry.”

The White House shot back, 
calling the action in the midst 
of the presidential campaign 
“extreme politics at its worst.”

“House Republicans have been 
investigating the president for nine 
months, and they’ve turned up no 
evidence of wrongdoing,” said 
spokesman Ian Sams.

Acting on his own, the Repub-
lican speaker McCarthy faces 
mounting pressure from his right 
flank to take action against Biden 
or risk being ousted from his 

leadership job — while he also is 
struggling to pass legislation need-
ed to avoid a federal government 
shutdown at the end of the month.

McCarthy is launching the 
inquiry without a House vote, and 
it’s unclear if he would even have 
enough support from his slim GOP 
majority. Some lawmakers have 
panned the evidence so far as not 
reaching the Constitution’s bar of 
“high crimes and misdemeanors.”

The White House and others 
pointed to McCarthy’s past state-
ments when he insisted a speaker 
acting unilaterally to launch an 
impeachment inquiry would have 
no legitimacy. McCarthy “flip-
flopped because he doesn’t have 

(Continued on Page 2)
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Priceless pies

Weather
Wednesday, September 13, 2023

(24-hour observations at 8:09 p.m. Tuesday)
High: 72; Low: 62; Precipitation: 0.10 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.21  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Tuesday

Wells County forecast
Today: Patchy fog before 9 a.m. Otherwise, mostly 

sunny, with a high near 69. North wind 5 to 10 mph. 
Tonight: Patchy fog after midnight. Otherwise, mostly 

clear, with a low around 45. Northeast wind around 5 mph. 
Thursday: Patchy fog 

before 9 a.m. Otherwise, 
sunny, with a high near 71. 
Northeast wind around 5 
mph. 

Thursday Night: Mostly 
clear, with a low around 45. 
Northeast wind around 5 mph. 

Friday: Sunny, with a high near 74.
Friday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 48.
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 75.
Saturday Night: A 20 percent chance of showers. Most-

ly cloudy, with a low around 52.
Sunday: A slight chance of showers, then a chance of 

showers and thunderstorms after 2 p.m. Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 72. Chance of 
precipitation is 30 percent.

Sunday Night: A 30 
percent chance of showers 
and thunderstorms. Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 
50.

Monday: A 20 percent chance of showers. Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 72.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 50.
Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 77.

50-80% 
off

Retail Prices

By Appointment:
Tues - Wed - Thurs

Showroom Open:
Fri & Sat 11am - 4pm

7824 Bluffton Rd.
Fort Wayne, IN

Amy & Tracy Houtz  
260-227-2145

Worship
    Night is 

back
and ...

You’re Invited
Join us Wednesday, Sept. 13 at 7 p.m.

(and the second Wednesday of each month through May)
for a celebration of praise, communion and prayer.

We extend a special invitation to those churches 
who have experienced disaffiliation.

Tower Life Center
(formerly ZUM)

11811 N. Wayne St., Zanesville

Larry Heckber, the Presi-
dent of the Ossian Revi-
talization Committee, said 
Witte has raised $49,825 
for the town since her auc-
tion at the 2009 Ossian Days 
Festival. Heckber also said 
her pies have raised around 
$50,000 for the Wells Coun-
ty 4-H organization.

Witte explained that 
some of the funds have been 

used to provide scholarships 
to students in 4-H, and that 
as a 10-year member her-
self, the cause is close to her 
heart. Heckber added that 
a portion of the funds for 
revitalization were used to 
develop the Archbold-Wil-
son Park in Ossian.

The two laughed as 
Witte recalled a recent 
surprise birthday celebra-
tion held in her honor. Her 

daughter planned the event. 
She detailed the beauti-
ful decorations, her favor-
ite foods from a myriad of 
restaurants, and the large 
number of friends and fam-
ily that showered her with 
love.

“You’ve made a lot of 
friends and touched a lot of 
people,” Heckber said.

“That’s what this life is 
all about,” Witte replied 

with a smile.
Witte said that when she 

can no longer make the pies, 
she will pass the torch to her 
daughter.

“My daughter told me, 
‘Mom, when it gets to the 
point that you can no lon-
ger do this, I want to step 
up’,” Witte said proudly. 
“This is a family tradition 
now.”

sydney@news-banner.com

After Springer updated the board 
about the bids, he again reiterated the 
need for these buildings, specifically 
citing the limited amount of restrooms 
and handicap accessibility.

“Something needs to be done,” he 
said. “This isn’t a frivolous thing.”

During Tuesday’s discussion, board 
member Corey Krug asked if the dis-
trict could use its construction trade 
students to work on some less-com-
plicated aspects of the baseball and 
football buildings and save the district 
money. In response, Director of Main-
tenance Adam Heckber said he would 
review the projects, but he didn’t nec-
essarily think the district would save a 
significant amount.

None of the eight members of the 
public who attended Tuesday’s meeting 
vocally opposed the project after Presi-
dent Angie Topp asked for comments.

After the meeting, Steve Garza 
wrote on the district’s Facebook Video 
page that “the Ossian (renovations) 
should be above the sports issue.”

In other business, board members 
Topp, Chad Kline, Gene Donaghy, 
Krug and Traci Neuenschwander:

• Discussed the proposed 2024 fis-
cal year budget.

• Approved two procedural resolu-
tions that will enable district officials 
to purchase the bonds to fund the con-
struction projects.

• Accepted the retirement of Cindy 
Schlichter, a Lancaster Central Ele-
mentary latchkey supervisor.

• Terminated the temporary contract 
of Lancaster special education teacher 
Nicole Burns. Board members later 
approved hiring Jennifer Osborn for a 
permanent position.

• Also approved hiring Elyssa Chubb, 
Lancaster teaching assistant; Allyson 
Schwartz, Lancaster STEAM activ-
ity sponsor; Andrea Johnson, Lancaster 
Robotics Club sponsor; Kelleigh Hart, 
Lancaster Student Council sponsor; 
Kasey Harris, Lancaster Student Coun-
cil sponsor; Shelbie Reuille, Lancaster 
food service staff; Jordan Rundquist, 
Lancaster food service staff; Nacayla 

Price, Ossian Elementary School food 
service staff; Jeffery Smith, Lancaster 
STEAM activity sponsor; Kandance 
Tom-Dunwiddie, Norwell High School 
math teacher; Judi Sonnigsen, bus driv-
er; Rosemary Jones, Ossian teaching 
assistant; and Janice Snyder, Lancaster 
teaching assistant.

• Accepted donations of $100 from 
the Six Mile Church for student assis-
tance, $60 from the class of 1963 for 
the band and choir, $8,050 from mul-
tiple sponsors for Norwell High School 
Cheer, $2,000 from Lancaster United 
Methodist Church for student needs.

• Accepted multiple donations for 
the Norwell Middle School Robot-
ics Club: $200, Adams Wells Internet 
Telecom TV; $250, MH Equipment; 
$200, Welches All Vehicle Repair; 
$500, Roembke MFG & Design; $200, 
Almco Steel Products Corp.

• Learned of two out-of-state trips.
Board members will meet again at 

5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 26, at Norwell 
High School, 1100 E. U.S. 224, Ossian.

newsroom@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)
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Wells County library

Norwell construction projects

and was nominated for three Academy 
Awards and two British Academy Film 
Awards. The film also includes multi-
ple racial slurs and racist themes. 

The library board did not vote to 
withdraw the content, citing that the 
movie was satire and was not available 
for minors to check out. Johnson con-
nected the film to similar arguments 
of “To Kill a Mockingbird” — that the 
book is a “product of its time, but holds 
value in its message.”

MacNeill said she sees a similar 
argument in defense of many disputed 
books and thinks that advocacy should 
be a function of the ALA. It was the 
allusion to restricting some group’s use 
of the library — and a corresponding 
lack of response from the ALA — that 
has bothered her.

However, a conversation regard-
ing book bans is inevitably intertwined 
with a conversation about LGBTQ 
materials. The ALA’s defense and pro-
motion of these materials, Yergler said, 
represents a political agenda. 

“We have a lot of children that come 
off the street into our library, and par-
ents are trusting this institution to let 
their children come here and not be 
discipled or indoctrinated,” Yergler 
said. 

County Council member Brandon 
Harnish opened public comment by 
claiming a “supermajority” of council 
members favored leaving the ALA. 

“It is not appropriate for Wells 
County government institutions to 
maintain memberships, ecological 
organizations that push divisive politi-
cal causes,” Harnish continued. “In my 
view, the only way for our library to 
maintain community trust is to pursue 
a general policy of value neutrality.”

Harnish also stood firmly against 
the ideologies associated with Drabi-
nksi and her leadership. 

Community members John Senac, 
Ted Claghorn, and Bob Johnson 
echoed these sentiments. Regarding 
book bans, Claghorn referenced a situ-
ation in which the South Bend Tribune 
did not allow an opinion column to 
include a quote from a disputed book 
in the content. 

“I think it’s time people started 
thinking about — do you want to save 
this nation as a free nation and a Chris-
tian nation, or do you want to tear it 
apart by trying to give everybody what 
they want?” Johnson said. 

Jason Habegger, manager of Adult 
Services, later chimed in that there is 
likely content in thousands of books 
that wouldn’t be considered appropri-
ate for a newspaper audience.

John Huseman, however, disagreed 
with the arguments at hand. Huseman 
called the prevalent controversy about 
Drabinksi’s “Marxist lesbian” com-
ment a dog whistle for the political 
right. He cautioned that the county not 
be so quick to fall in the same line as 
the Montanan and Texan libraries, who 
he said have not set good models in 
other regards. “If this is where you’re 
growing your information from and 
looking for guidance, I think you ought 
to broaden your view just a bit,” Huse-
man said. 

Huseman continued to refer-
ence attempted bans that have tar-
geted books like “Charlotte’s Web” 
or “Where’s Waldo” as examples of 
where these attempts to regulate librar-
ies have gone too far. Referencing his 
personal experience with an LGBTQ 
family member, Huseman shared how 
having diverse resources available to a 
diverse public is valuable. 

“Parents should have a right to con-
trol what their children read, but don’t 
think they have the right to control 
what everybody else’s children read,” 
Huseman said. “It implies that, as citi-
zens, we’re not capable of how best to 
govern ourselves and determine what’s 
appropriate for our children … Bran-
don Harnish says he’s frustrated with 
their political agenda, but withdrawing 
our support from the ALA, which one 
of their functions is to fight these book 
bans — that’s a political statement in 
itself.”

Carla Castro and Jessica Brown 
similarly noted the importance of 
allowing diverse viewpoints. They 
also, however, noted that should the 
association not serve the library finan-
cially, they would understand the 
board’s decision. 

This is subsequently what the deci-
sion narrowed down to — does ALA 
membership bring value to the WCPL?

MacNeill advised that although the 
membership supports lobbying for 
funding, the library would not be pro-
hibited from receiving funding if they 
were not members. As members, the 
library receives discounts for some 
materials and access to training and 
conferences. The library is also still a 
member of the Indiana Library Federa-
tion.

Community Relations Manager 
Emily Marshall added that the ALA 
coordinates a variety of community 
awareness campaigns, like Septem-
ber as Library Card Sign-Up Month. 
Should WCPL sever ties completely, 
Marshall noted, they would have to be 
careful of their endorsement of these 
ALA programs and materials. 

Stauffer said that, like the summer 
reading program, the WCPL could 
continue to drive programs locally. 

“I’m very encouraged by the fact 
that this whole discussion has moved 
away from Drabinski and her identity 
and has become more about what are 
the benefits, or lack of benefits, to the 
Wells County Public Library,” Brown 
said. “And I think that’s the right dis-
cussion to be having tonight.” 

The board also approved amending 
employee policies mentioning ALA 
membership. 

Other library updates were: 
• The summer reading program for 

adults jumped in participation — 1.5 
million pages were logged this sum-
mer, compared to just over 1 million 
last summer. 

• Digital reminders for check-out 
receipts, hold updates, and due dates 
have been updated to be more engag-
ing and clear. The library also hopes 
to coordinate these with lock pick-ups, 
which allow individuals to get books 
outside of library hours.

• The children’s book festival is on 
Oct. 7. The festival’s featured author is 
Shannon Anderson, an award-winning 
children’s book author, and Jill Gill as 
musical entertainment.

holly@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)



INCIDENTS
City:
Monday, 3:19 p.m., 

Washington Park. Report of 
issue between two juveniles.

Monday, 3:38 p.m., 600 
block of South Marion 
Street. Report of scream-
ing. Subjects advised it was 
a verbal argument and a 
woman was warned for dis-
orderly conduct.

Monday, 4:05 p.m., West 
Washington and South Mar-
ion streets. Welfare check 
requested. Subject was rest-
ing.

Monday, 10:10 p.m., 
500 block of West Wabash 
Street. Report of a domestic 
issue.

Tuesday, 7:08 a.m., West 
Wabash and North Johnson 
streets. Subject needed to 
get to Almco. Officer gave 
escort.

Tuesday, 8:48 a.m., North 
Main Street and Capri Court. 
Report of siding in the road-
way with nails.

Tuesday, 10:34 a.m., 
Bluffton High School. Stu-
dent was cited for possession 
of vape.

Tuesday, 12:16 p.m., 500 
block of Creek Drive. Stu-
dent was cited for possession 
of vape.

Ossian:
Monday, 2:08 p.m., East 

800 North and North 100 
East, Ossian. Driver cited for 
speeding.

Monday, 2:35 p.m., 
North 100 East and East 800 
North, Ossian. Driver cited 
for speeding.

Monday, 2:39 p.m., 
North 100 East and East 900 
North, Ossian. Driver cited 
for speeding.

Monday, 7:57 p.m., 200 

block of South Jefferson 
Street, Ossian. Report of a 
domestic issue. One person 
arrested.

County:
Monday, 6:02 p.m., Ind. 

224 and North 200 West, 
Uniondale. Driver cited for 
speeding.

Monday, 7:32 p.m., Wells 
County Jail. Protective order 
served to James Burkhart.

ARRESTS
Joseph Daniel Down-

ing, 31, Fort Wayne, driv-
ing while suspended - prior 
suspension within 10 years, 
a Class A misdemeanor, and 
leaving the scene of a crash, 
a Class B misdemeanor. 
Bond set at $2,500.

Nichole Suzanne Nusbau-
mer, 41, Bluffton, charged 
with possession of metham-
phetamine, a Level 6 felony, 
possession of marijuana, a 
class B misdemeanor, pos-
session of paraphernalia, a 
Class C misdemeanor. Bond 
set at $6,500.

Yelbin Adonis Ser-
rano Ruiz, 26, Fort Wayne, 
charged with operating with-
out ever obtaining a license, 
a Class C misdemeanor.

Ernest Jerome Nelson, 
32, Fort Wayne, charged 

with disorderly conduct, a 
Class A misdemeanor, and 
driving while suspended - 
prior suspension, a Class A 
misdemeanor.

Trevor Lee Pitzer, 24, 
Cutler, domestic battery 
- person has a protection 
order, a Level 6 felony, and 
intimidation, a Level 6 felo-
ny. Bond set at $30,000.

Michael Stephen Clay-
ton, 40, Ossian, charged 
with strangulation, a Level 
5 felony, and domestic bat-
tery against family or mem-
ber less than 14 years old, 
a Level 6 felony. No bond 
set.

The steering committee 
of LiGHT has recently taken 
over coordination of the 
Wells County Prom Dress 
Exchange Program. The 
steering committee began 
discussions with Suzanne 
Feeback and Becky Gos-
horn, co-chairwomen of the 
program as they were mak-
ing plans to transition out of 
their coordinating positions.

LiGHT strives to improve 
the quality of life for women 
and children in Wells Coun-
ty.  Given this program 
directly benefits young 
women from Wells and sur-
rounding counties, the steer-
ing committee believed it 
to be a worthy project to 
assume responsibilities for. 
LiGHT is a women’s giving 
initiative organized through 
The Wells County Founda-
tion, Inc. The Foundation 
is equipped to handle the 
administrative details of the 
Prom Dress Exchange, while 
volunteers for the program 

will be coordinated through 
the LiGHT steering commit-
tee and LiGHT membership.

The 2024 sale dates have 
been set for 4-7 p.m. Friday, 
March 8 and 10 a.m. - noon 
Saturday, March 9 at the First 
United Methodist Church in 
Bluffton. All dresses are $10.

Prom or bridesmaids 
dresses are accepted through-
out the year and may be 
dropped off at the First Unit-
ed Methodist Church from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. or the Wells 
County Foundation from 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.  While dress-
es of all sizes are appreciated, 
there is currently a short sup-

ply of plus-sized dresses.  
T h e  P r o m  D r e s s 

Exchange also accepts 
donations of short for-
mals which are distributed 
through Bluffton Middle 
School. These dresses may 
be viewed by contact-
ing Stephanie White at the 
Bluffton Middle School. 
The short formals are avail-
able free-of-charge.

Inquiries regarding the 
Prom Dress Exchange can be 
directed to the office of The 
Wells County Foundation, 
Inc.  Follow the Wells Coun-
ty Prom Dress Exchange 
page on facebook for current 
information as well.
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituaries free of charge for “local” 

deaths. “Basic” obituaries will include the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and 
place of death, basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of calling hours and ser-
vices and the name of the funeral home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, or if the deceased does not 
meet the definitions of a “local” person, there is a charge. 

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will coordinate obituary publication.

Police Notebook

OBITUARIES

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service
MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

Preston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Suzanne (Susie) 
Jacobs Shadle
Calling: 3 - 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, September 
13 and one hour prior to 

the service.
Service: 10:30 a.m. 

Thursday, September 14 
at the funeral home.Weekend activities at Ouabache

Adventure Backpacks may be checked out from the Ouabache State Park office for 
exploring at the park between the hours of 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Report back to the  office for prizes. For weekend programs kids under the age of 14 
must be accompanied by an adult to participate.

Thursday: 12 noon for Lunch and Learn at the Lodge by the Lake. Jody Heaston, volun-
teer and Indiana Master Naturalist Coordinator will talk about Fail Trail Tales.

Friday: Interpretive Naturalists Bret Dausch and Rose Nevil will be at the campground 
with information about weekend events.

Saturday: 10 a.m., Bison Feeding at the feeding station at the Bison Enclosure; 10:30 
a.m.: CCC Challenge Hike, leaving from the Bison Enclosure—a 4-mile guided hike with 
those completing the hike receiving a free bumper sticker; 4 p.m.: Ouabache Bingo at the 
Campview Shelter for prizes.

Sunday: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Adventure Backpack activities for prizes.

LiGHT to 
coordinate 
Wells prom 
dress 
exchange

Pictured are Kristen Reinhard, Laura Gerber, Kim Gentis, Jes-
sica Beste, Tammi Daughtery and Tammy Slater. (Photo sub-
mitted)

Oliver Andrew “Skip” Spauld-
ing, 86, of Newburgh, Ind., 
went to be with his Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ on Mon-
day, Sept. 11, 2023.

Skip was born April 30, 
1937, in Jackson Township, 
Ind., to Dustain E. and Violet 
Lucille (Matson) Spaulding. He 
graduated from Jackson Town-
ship High School in 1955. June 
8, 1957, he married Betty Ann 
(Rittenhouse) Spaulding where 
they resided in Warren. 

They were active in Boehmer United 
Methodist Church where he organized the 
“Cycles for Christ” traveling from Michigan 
to Kentucky, riding bikes for hundreds of 
miles a day, and stopping at churches for 
the young teens to sing and share their 
faith with others along the way. He went 
to work for International Harvester as a 
diesel mechanic and retired in 1969. In 
1970, Skip and Betty entered into a full-
time missionary ministry with Child Evan-
gelism Fellowship and started in Ander-
son, to Galveston, Texas, and ended their 
ministry in Rio Rancho, N.M., in 2011. 
They ministered side by side for 41 years. 
He traveled with his missionary work from 
South America to Russia, and he spent his 
life telling others of how they could come 
to know Jesus. 

In 2011, they moved to Newburgh, to 
be closer to family. He prayed for and 
with all the doctors and nurses during 
his many hospital visits, sharing his faith 
and encouraging others. He prayed daily 
for his children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren, and he loved them dearly. 
He was a prayer warrior, loved studying 
his Bible, fishing, reading, working out-
doors, gardening, taking drives through 
the country, eating out, and spending 

time with his family. He touched 
many people’s lives and will be 
missed by all who knew him.

Skip was married to Betty Ann 
for 64 years; She predeceased 
him in death Jan. 24, 2022. 
They had three children, Steven 
Spaulding (Elaine) of Hempstead, 
Texas, Jean Ann Hallahan (Wil-
liam) of Boynton Beach, Fla., 
and Diana Couch (Daryl) of 
Newburgh. He was the young-
est of eight children, and his 

brother, Gene Spaulding is the surviving 
sibling. Also surviving are grandchildren, 
Brent Couch (Sara), Courtney Poole (Lee), 
Kayla Waldon (Jamie), Scott Larsen (Paige), 
Joseph Hallahan, Brian Hallahan, and Wil-
liam Hallahan; and great-grandchildren, 
Vera Pool, Bear Poole, Hudson Couch, 
Addie Waldon, AJ Waldon, Everett Wal-
don, and Ellie Waldon.

Skip is preceded in death by his parents, 
Dustain and Violet Spaulding; sisters, Veda 
Nitsco, Twilo Cline (Jim), Betty Bell (How-
ard), Maxine Dudelston (Dud), and Marga-
ret Hahn (Bill); and brother, Robert Spauld-
ing (Ennie).

A life celebration will be held at 11:00 
a.m., Saturday, Sept. 16, 2023, at Glancy-
H. Brown & Son Funeral Home, 203 North 
Matilda Street, Warren, IN, with a meal to 
follow at Warren Church of Christ. Burial 
will be private. Friends may visit from 
10:00 a.m. until service time, Saturday, 
Sept. 16, 2023, at Glancy-H. Brown & Son 
Funeral Home.

Boone Funeral Home in Evansville, and 
Glancy-H. Brown & Son Funeral Home 
in Warren have been entrusted to work 
together in honoring Skip’s wishes. 

Condolences may be made to the fam-
ily online at boonefuneralhome.net or 
www.glancyfuneralhomes.com 

Oliver Andrew “Skip” Spaulding, 86

Brian “Runt” Mahorney, 44, of Mont-
pelier, passed away on Aug. 15, 2023, in 
Indianapolis. 

He was born on April 25, 1979, in Hart-
ford City. He married Christina (Townsend) 
Mahorney on April 4, 2019. 

He will be sadly missed by his wife, 
children, Victoria Bartley-Mahorney, Lil-
lian Mahorney, Lacy Mahorney, Elizabeth 
Swanson, Gene Epps Jr., Justin Epps, Kala 

Epps, and two grandchildren. 
He was preceded in death by his par-

ents, G. Alex Mahorney Jr. and Janet S. 
(Downhour) Mahorney.

There will be a celebration of life from 
4-8 p.m. Sept. 16, 2023, with a service 
starting at 6 p.m. The Rev. Clint Abney will 
be officiating.

Arrangements are being handled by Walk-
er & Glancy Funeral Home in Montpelier.

Brian Mahorney, 44

Janet E. Simmons, 84, of Montpelier, 
died at 8:25 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 10, 2023, 
at IU Health-Ball Memorial Hospital in 
Muncie. She was born Thursday, July 13, 
1939, in Blackford County. She married 
Tommy M. Simmons Sr. Saturday, Nov. 19, 
1960 in Blackford County. 

Janet is survived by her daughters, 
Tamara (David) Leas, Montpelier, Teresa 
Lynn (Warren Casterline) Simmons, Mont-
pelier, Cristi Banter, Montpelier; son, 
Tommy M. (Lisa) Simmons, Jr., Montpelier; 
six grandchildren and 12 great-grandchil-
dren.

She was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Tommy M. Simmons Sr.; father, 
Adelma Wane Fear; mother, Romain Arvil-
la (Gray) Fear; sisters, Joyce Smith, Jneane 

Besser, Linda Gregory, and great-grand-
son, Jenson A. Reynolds.

Family and friends may gather to share 
and remember at Walker & Glancy Funer-
al Home 109 W Windsor St. Montpelier 
Thursday, Sept. 14, 2023 from 11:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m.

A service to celebrate her life will follow 
at Walker & Glancy Funeral Home at 1:00 
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 14. 2023 with Pastor 
Troy Kaufman officiating. Interment will 
follow in the Brookside Memorial Park in 
Montpelier.

Arrangements are being handled by 
Walker & Glancy Funeral Home in Mont-
pelier.

Online condolences may be made at 
www.glancyfuneralhomes.com

Janet E. Simmons, 84

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

We Will

Custom Build

Any Size

Call for all your building needs! www.arnoldlumber.webs.com

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

Serving Southern Mich.,

Ohio, Indiana &

Northern Kentucky

Pole Buildings

Pole Buildings

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

arnold_lumber@yahoo.com

Check Us Out 
on Facebook

Hours: Mon-Thurs 7AM-5PM
Fri 7AM-4:30PM • Sat 7AM-11:30AM
260-724-3108 • Fax 260-724-4505

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

Arnold Lumber Co.

Arnold Lumber Co.

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

425 S. Winchester St., Decatur, IN

Follow us on Twitter at... twitter.com/newsbanner



O P I N I O NPage 4 • The News-Banner • WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2023

By The Associated Press 
Today is Wednesday, 

Sept. 13, the 256th day of 
2023. There are 109 days 
left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in His-
tory: On Sept. 13, 1971, a 
four-day inmates’ rebellion 
at the Attica Correctional 
Facility in western New 
York ended as police and 
guards stormed the prison; 
the ordeal and final assault 
claimed the lives of 32 
inmates and 11 hostages.

On this date:
In 1788, the Congress of 

the Confederation autho-
rized the first national elec-
tion, and declared New 
York City the temporary 
national capital.

In 1814, during the War 
of 1812, British naval forc-
es began bombarding Fort 
McHenry in Baltimore but 

were driven back by Ameri-
can defenders in a battle that 
lasted until the following 
morning.

In 1948, Republican 
Margaret Chase Smith of 
Maine was elected to the 
U.S. Senate; she became the 
first woman to serve in both 
houses of Congress.

In 1962, Mississippi 
Gov. Ross Barnett rejected 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
order for the University of 
Mississippi to admit James 
Meredith, a Black student, 
declaring in a televised 
address, “We will not drink 
from the cup of genocide.”

In 1993, at the White 
House, Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Yitzhak Rabin and PLO 
chairman Yasser Arafat 
shook hands after signing an 
accord granting limited Pal-
estinian autonomy.

Today in History
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For effective Congressional 
oversight, ask the right questions

One of the hardest things to watch 
as Congress has evolved over the past 
decade or more is the extent to which 
its oversight muscles have atrophied. 
Sure, committees on Capitol Hill still 
haul members of the administration 
in front of them to ask uncomfortable 
questions. But while there has always 
been a tinge of theater to the practice, 
these days it often seems to be mostly 
about the show — and in particular 
about scoring political points 
— and not so much about 
helping our government 
operate effectively.

To be blunt, this is a 
waste. I’ve always believed 
that what our founders had in mind was to encourage 
a creative tension between the president and Congress 
that would inspire constructive policy-making and pro-
duce government action in the nation’s best interests. 
Oversight is Congress’s chief tool for achieving this.

One big reason is that making government work well 
is tough — and always has been. Even when accom-
plished officials are doing their best, they can struggle to 
ensure that their agencies and programs are being both 
efficient and effective, not to mention hewing to what 
Congress intended. Congress’s job is to look into every 
nook and cranny of the executive branch, pay atten-
tion to what’s being done in the people’s name, weigh 
whether it’s the right course, and, if necessary, legislate 
improvements.

But there’s more to it than that. I’m not suggesting 
Congress should directly be involved in the manage-
ment of federal programs, but it does have a responsibil-
ity to ensure that the president and his administration 
are operating in ways that serve US interests, take into 
account public sentiment, and meet a very high standard 
for prudence, foresight, and even wisdom.

My knowledge on this front lies with foreign policy, 
thanks to several decades serving on and then chair-
ing the House Foreign Affairs Committee. One of the 
things I tried to do in hearings, both at the subcommittee 
and full committee level, was to ask policy makers to 
articulate their approach and then to defend it. This was 
neither a simple nor a quick task, since the core idea is 
to give the people creating US policy a platform to lay 
out their thoughts and explore the details — which in 
my experience often meant extended hearings. I wanted 
plenty of time to delve into the policies themselves, and 
then to hear how officials defended them.

This meant asking a series of questions. What was 
the policy itself? What were its objectives? Its strengths 
and weaknesses? The risks involved? If the policy 
an administration is pursuing succeeds, what will the 
world look like a year from now, or two years, or five? 
And if it’s put in place successfully, what will the US 
itself look like a few years down the road? How will 
American interests be served? If we’re talking about for-
eign policy, how will it affect US standing in the world? 
And if it’s domestic policy, how will it affect the quality 
of life in this country?

These are all questions you’d hope public offi-
cials ask themselves as they’re formulating policy. 
Sometimes, they do. But it’s not a given, and it’s 
Congress’s job to ensure those questions get asked and 
answered.

There’s great power in this. Good oversight can 
repair unresponsive bureaucracies, catch mistakes, 
encourage course corrections early in the game, expose 
misconduct, lay bare incoherent or chaotic thinking, 
avoid failure, and help policy makers improve their 
game for the next time. It takes effort, expertise, and a 
deep interest in helping the US government succeed, 
whoever’s in charge. In the end, robust congressional 
oversight is about ensuring that government can meet its 
challenges while at the top of its game. It would be nice 
to have a Congress that thought so, too.

Lee Hamilton is a distinguished scholar with the IU School of 
Global and International Studies. He was a member of the U.S. 

House of Representatives for 34 years.

Hoosier
Opinions

Lee
Hamilton

Joe Biden’s Mariel boatlift
“Worse than Jimmy Carter” is an 

epithet Republicans often throw at 
Democratic presidents.

It’s a label, though, that Joe Biden 
clearly deserves on immigration, 
an area where — along with infla-
tion and the Afghan debacle — there 
are¬†echoes of the Carter years.

Back in 1980, an overwhelmed 
Carter administration struggled to 
cope with the Mariel boatlift, a rapid 
surge of Cubans into South Florida, 
just as the hapless Biden White House 
is watching the current migrant crisis 
strain communities around the country.

A promising young Democratic governor, Bill 
Clinton, ended up collateral damage when boatlift 
migrants housed at a fort in Arkansas rioted. Clinton’s 
predicament brings to mind the political agony of 
New York City Mayor Eric Adams and other Demo-
cratic officeholders now paying the price for a failed 
border policy outside their direct control.

Of course, the two crises, separated by more than 
40 years, aren’t the same. The scale of the influx 
today, running into the millions, is much larger than 
the boatlift of about 125,000 people; the 1980 crisis 
largely involved just one city, Miami; and no foreign 
leader is manipulating the situation with the blatant 
cynicism of Fidel Castro.

No, rather than a communist dictator flooding the 
U.S. with migrants out of spite, it is Joe Biden doing 
it to himself and his country with his incompetence 
and willful negligence at the border.

That’s not to say that Jimmy Carter wasn’t inde-
cisive and ineffectual. Embarrassed by thousands of 
Cubans who crowded the Peruvian embassy seeking 
asylum, Castro said that anyone could leave the port 
of Mariel as long as someone came to pick them 
up, catalyzing a mad dash of Cubans from Miami in 
boats who wanted to pick up their compatriots.

Carter equivocated. One day, he said the flow 
would be cut off; the next day, he said that “ours is 
a country of refugees.” The day after those remarks, 
4,500 Cubans arrived, more in a single day than the 

total Carter had talked about taking in at the out-
set.

Castro didn’t literally empty out the jails, as 
his often said, but he did mix prisoners and men-
tal patients among the migrants. Nicholas Griffin, 
author of the book about Miami in 1980, “The 
Year of Dangerous Days,” estimates that no more 
than four percent of the Cubans who arrived 
were criminals. Still, that created an unjustly neg-
ative impression of all the so-called Marielitos.

Regardless, tens of thousands of people show-
ing up with nothing is going to be a burden at 
any time and any place. Miami begged for fed-
eral aid and used the Orange Bowl for temporary 

shelter.
Cubans in the community were genuinely open-

handed and intent on helping the newcomers; Mar-
tha’s Vineyard, this was not.

But the governor at the time, Democrat Bob Gra-
ham, sounded a lot like today’s Democrats in areas 
struggling to cope with the mass arrival of migrants. 
Graham warned of the threat migrants “pose in terms 
of jobs, pressure on schools, and welfare support. We 
are in a period where national sympathy for refugees 
is at a low point.”

Just as we’ve heard during the current crisis in 
places like Chicago, African Americans in Miami 
complained about so much focus and energy getting 
devoted to people who just arrived. “The feeling is 
that the Black community was waiting in line and 
now our time had come,” an influential Black lawyer 
said. “Only it hasn’t.”

The boatlift wasn’t Jimmy Carter’s biggest politi-
cal problem, but it added to the sense of things being 
out of control. “It’s a mess,” Carter said at one point, 
“but we’re doing the best we can.” To his credit, he 
did not add — as his successor 40 years later might 
— “and now I’m going to bed.”

In the fall of 1980, Castro ended the boatlift.
In 2023, there’s no indication that the man most 

responsible for today’s crisis, a president of the Unit-
ed States beholden to his party’s left, wants to stop 
the ongoing debacle at the border.

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry

Rich
Lowry

It was a moment when 
time seemed to evaporate, 
as if dawn and sunset were 
converging. A young Viet-
namese diplomat, new to 
her post in the embassy’s 
political section, was trying 
to explain to older American 
guests at a formal luncheon 
what she called her country’s 
resilient DNA.

Sitting across from her in 
the embassy’s grand dining 
room was an American man 
nearly 70 years her senior, 
who had served as a senior Pentagon 
official during the Vietnam War. Like 
most Americans who were involved 
in the war, he doesn’t talk about it 
much. But this was a special occa-
sion, as I’ll explain.

The young diplomat said the war 
had touched her family, as it did 
everyone in Vietnam. She lost an 
uncle, a cousin, probably many more 
people than that. But by the time 
she was born, the family’s scars had 
healed, and the war was mostly a dis-
tant memory. Her grandmother, who 
recalled the painful days, explained to 
her: “Life has to move on.” The young 
woman repeated the words for us.

The United States today is 
admired by about 90 percent of 
Vietnamese, another young Vietnam-
ese diplomat said, adding that few 
foreign countries have such a level 
of support in Vietnam. There’s no 
foreign country that has such support. 
Vietnamese people know about the 
horrors of war, the carpet-bombing 
of villages and the defoliation of 
jungles with Agent Orange. But time 
and growing trust in the United States 
have dulled what anger remains.

The setting for this encounter was 
timeless, in its way: A Beaux-Arts 
mansion along Embassy Row, with 
elegant parquet floors dating perhaps 
to the 19th century. The food reflect-
ed mostly the delicate flavors of 
Vietnam: lightly fried spring rolls of 
minced prawn; stir-fried mien glass 
noodles topped with crabmeat. And 

for American tastes, pan-
seared filet mignon.

This story of reconcili-
ation between the United 
States and Vietnam should 
be a “case study,” taught at 
Harvard Business School, 
the young woman said. It 
teaches how conflicts are 
resolved. The older Ameri-
can man nodded. As it hap-
pened, he had begun his 
career as a junior instruc-
tor at the business school 

before he founded a com-
pany and then went to the Pentagon.

The older ex-Pentagon official 
nodded at that, too. He said that 
America’s problem in Vietnam had 
been partly that it couldn’t see the 
war through its adversary’s eyes. 
He recalled that when the Viet Cong 
attacked a big U.S. military facility 
at Pleiku in February 1965, during 
a visit by national security adviser 
McGeorge Bundy, the Johnson 
administration responded by bombing 
North Vietnam, a sharp escalation.

The Pentagon’s retaliation mir-
rored its own thinking. The Pleiku 
attack was so provocative that offi-
cials believed it must have been 
ordered by Hanoi to coincide with 
Bundy’s visit. In fact, said the former 
American official, it turned out that 
it had been ordered by a local Viet 
Cong commander who had no idea 
who Bundy was. That brought nods 
of assent from the Vietnamese hosts. 
Wars often turn on misread signals.

So what was this special occasion? 
The lunch was hosted by Vietnamese 
Ambassador Nguyen Quoc Dzung. 
It was meant to celebrate a break-
through moment that’s just ahead in 
the long and complicated journey of 
the United States and Vietnam.

President Biden visited Hanoi 
Sunday. During his trip, Vietnam for-
mally upgraded its diplomatic rela-
tionship with the United States. The 
marked one of most important strate-
gic realignments in the Indo-Pacific 
in recent years.

Biden underlined the theme of 
reconciliation by offering American 
help in finding the remains of the 
hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese 
who went missing during more than 
a decade of war. That’s a reciprocal 
gesture, to match at last Vietnam’s 
help, starting more than 35 years ago, 
in finding the remains of Americans 
missing or killed in action.

Another guest of honor was the 
former Pentagon official. He’s named 
Paul Ignatius, now 102, and he’s 
my father. During the Kennedy and 
Johnson administrations, he served as 
assistant secretary and undersecretary 
of the Army, assistant secretary of 
defense and secretary of the Navy. 
He may be the oldest surviving presi-
dential appointee who served in the 
Kennedy-Johnson Pentagon through 
the Vietnam years. He uses a walker 
now, but he spoke in a firm, measured 
voice.

As the lunch was ending, my 
father told a story about the aircraft 
carrier on which he served dur-
ing World War II. He explained to 
the Vietnamese hosts how the USS 
Manila Bay, as his ship was called, 
had survived the ferocious Battle 
of Leyte Gulf, perhaps the greatest 
naval battle in history, and several 
subsequent Japanese suicide bombing 
attacks.

Many years after the war, my 
father recalled, he read in a newspa-
per that the Manila Bay was being 
towed to Japan as scrap metal to 
produce steel for Toyotas or other 
industrial products. It was his way of 
saying that life goes full circle. Like 
the young Vietnamese diplomat, my 
father journeyed back in time to grasp 
the significance of the present.

Some wounds never heal. But 
when President Biden touches down 
in Hanoi, we should take a moment to 
remember how far the United States 
and Vietnam have come since their 
terrible conflict. If that pain can be 
overcome, almost anything is pos-
sible.

David Ignatius is on X @IgnatiusPost

For the U.S. and Vietnam, the road to 
reconciliation is paved by the personal

David
Ignatius
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Free Friday night concert at the plaza
Rylie Lynn, center, and her Band will be playing at Bluffton’s 
Parlor City Plaza Friday evening (Sept. 15) from 7 to 10 p.m. 
Musicians include left to right Marc Cady (guitar/harmonica), 
Jason Smith (basses), Rylie, Jim Chilton (fiddle/mandolin) and 
Jimmy Royal (drummer/percussionist). Food and beverages 
will be available for purchase beginning at 6 p.m. with ID need-
ed for alcoholic beverage purchase. Those attending should 
bring their own seating. (Photo provided)

Do you get distracted?  I get 
distracted easily.  At home I march 
confidently into a room with clear 
intention only to discover I’ve 
forgotten the task that inspired 

my confident 
march. I am 
often found 
staring into the 
refr igerator, 
just wondering 
how and why I 
got there.  My 
wife gives me 
a soft nudge 
and no words 
to move along.  
She  knows 
me.  I  was 
searching for 

an important document when the 
refrigerator caught my eye and 
my feet followed to that wonder-
ful food sanctuary. 

Distractions are why I cannot 
think of anything to write right 
now. Hmm...Write right now.  
That sounds odd.  It seems noth-
ing funny nor interesting is in the 
playing cards today. Maybe I need 
a distraction to clear my mind.  
That’s the ticket. If I walk the dog 
first, maybe it will free my mind.  
I mean the walk, not the dog.  
We don’t have a dog.  Maybe we 
should get a dog.

For sure if I had read those 
first two paragraphs from a writer 

(quasi) I would 
have stopped read-
ing by now.  But 
then I think, how 
about if I offer the 
reader a meaning-
less but interesting 
distraction.  Lists 
on the internet 
always get me off 
the track, so to speak.  The other 
day, a list came up on a news site 
titled, “Top ten signs you will 
have dementia.” I’ve got to read 
that.  After clicking through 15 
pop-up ads, I finally get to the 
list.  Hallelujah!  I only have nine 
of them. Feeling good.  Another 
was titled, “Top five Universities 
in the Big Ten.”  I’ve got to see 
where IU and Purdue fall.  Next, 
the “Top ten Sports Illustrated 
swimsuit models of all time.”  I 
love sports, so there goes another 
twenty ads and ten minutes.  

Here is my meaningless Top 
Ten list of Spoken Lyrics I pro-
pose to distract you from what-
ever you should be doing.  This 
is my list of songs where the art-
ist talks, rather than sings.  It is 
storytelling, typically preceding 
a verse or chorus as a setup, or as 
postscript.  Now, sensing that I am 
losing readers with every word I 
write, here we go.

As preface, every worthy list 
begins with number #10 and 

builds with dra-
matic intent to #1.  
With that in mind, 
I implore you, the 
reader, to not look 
immediately to 
the bottom of the 
page.  Please show 
some respect for 
the list as an eclec-

tic artistic creation.  Try to dem-
onstrate some self-discipline for 
once in your life for gosh-sakes. 

I will list the song title, the art-
ist, and follow with the salient 
(according to me) spoken lyric.  
Eyes up, and hold on to your hats:

#12 - Lonely at the Top - 
Randy Newman

“You’d think I’d be happy, but 
I’m not…It’s lonely at the top.”

#11 - The Cover of Rolling 
Stone – Dr. Hook

“We sing about beauty, and 
we sing about truth for $10,000 a 
show.”

#10 - Bad, Bad, Leroy Brown 
– Jim Croce

“Don’t go round makin’ people 
strange to you, even if you do got 
a two-piece custom-made pool 
cue.”

#9 - I Wish it Would Rain – 
The Temptations

“Sunshine, blue skies, please 
go away.  My girl has found 
another and gone away.”

#8 - The Corvette Song – 

George Jones 
“Son you just don’t under-

stand, it ain’t the car I want.  It’s 
the brunette in your ‘Vette that 
turns me on.”

#7 - I Can’t Write Left-Handed 
– Bill Withers

(An homage to a Vietnam vet-
eran who had lost his right arm.)  
“I can’t write left-handed.  Would 
you please write a letter to my 
mother.  I don’t think I’m going to 
live much longer.”

#6 - Theme from Shaft – Isaac 
Hayes

“He’s a bad…I’m just talkin’ 
about Shaft.”

#5 - Hello in There – John 
Prine (master lyricist)

“We had an apartment in the 
city…Me and Loretta liked liv-
ing there.  It’s been years since 
the kids have grown…Left us 
alone…We lost Davy in the Kore-
an War.  I still don’t know what 
for.” 

#4 - A Legend in My Time – 
Johnny Cash (what a life story)

“If they gave gold statuettes for 
tears and regrets, I’d be a legend 
in my time.”

#3 -Taxi – Harry Chapin (mas-
ter storyteller)

“She gave me $20 for a $2.50 
fare and said, “Harry, keep the 
change.” Well, another man might 
have been angry, and another 
man might have been hurt, but 

another man never would have let 
her go…I stuffed that bill in my 
shirt.”

#2 - A Natural Man – Lou 
Rawls (the incomparable)

“You know, there was a time 
when someone told you to do 
something, you did it…Bam! 
Right On! No questions asked…
It was, yes sir, and yes ma’am! 
You never said no... It’s a new day 
baby.”

#1 - Big Bad John – Jimmy 
Dean (sung on every variety show 
in my youth)

“Kinda broad at the shoulder 
and narrow at the hip…and every-
body knew ya didn’t give no lip 
to Big John…At the bottom of 
this mine lies a big, big man.  Big 
John.  Big bad John.

Here’s the thing: That’s the 
list from a Boomer.  A child of the 
‘60s.  As for you the reader, get 
back to the work you should be 
doing…after a stop at the refrig-
erator of course. 

ken.ballinger@yahoo.com    
———

Editor’s Note: This is one of a 
series of articles written by a group of 
retired and current teachers — LaNae 
Abnet, Ken Ballinger, Billy Kreigh, 
Kathy Schwartz, and Anna Spalding. 
Their intent is to spur discussions at 
the dinner table and elsewhere. You 
may also voice your thoughts and 
reactions via The News-Banner’s let-
ters to editor.

Ken
Ballinger

Senior Amarea Chan-
dler has been selected 
to receive the weekly 
Norwell  Internship 
Spotlight award. She is 
interning at Smile Works 
Youth Dentistry of Fort 
Wayne with mentor Cal-
lie Brooks. Amarea is 
the daughter of Steven 
and Annette Chandler of 
Ossian.

Amarea has spent 
a great deal of time 
observing cavity fillings, 
cleanings, and x-rays. 
She assists with the mix-
ing of filling materials 
used by the dentists. 
Amarea has also been 
given the opportunity to 
document each patient’s 
visit to the dentist.

Upon graduation, 
Amarea plans to attend 
Indiana University to 
study dental hygiene.

Amarea Chandler

Norwell Internship 
Spotlight award
Amarea Chandler

Senior Jacob Morgan has 
been selected to receive the 
Norwell ICE Program Stu-
dent of the Week Spotlight 
award. 

He is employed at Pena’s 
Mechanical Contractors of 
Ossian with HR supervisor 
Missy Buck. Jacob is the 
son of Lester and Amy Mor-
gan of Fort Wayne.

Pena’s focuses on cus-
tom builds in the pipe work 
industry. They manufacture 
tank holders and cat walks at 
the facility in Ossian. Pena’s 
also travels to their clients 
for general maintenance and 
installations. Jacob operates 
fork lifts, Bobcats, scissor 
lifts, and cranes. He does 
fabricating which involves 
grinding, cutting, shearing, 
and iron work.

After graduation, Jacob 
would like to continue 
working at Pena’s to build 
his resume with various 
skill levels. He may have the 
opportunity to join the GM 
Truck facility in Fort Wayne 
in the future.

Norwell High School 
ICE Student Spotlight

Jacob Morgan

Jacob Morgan

Big Bad John, Big Bad John and other spoken lyrics

A series of free concerts 
are being offered by small 
groups of Fort Wayne Phil-
harmonic musicians in a 
variety of places in the area.

Friday, Sept. 15, 10 a.m.:  
Harrison String Quintet will 
be in concert at The Club 
Room at the Clyde Theatre.

Tuesday, Sept. 19, 4 
p.m.: Wayne Street Strings 
will present the story “Oh 
the Places You’ll Go” with 
narration by Erin Bean at 
the Renaissance Pointe 
YMCA in Fort Wayne.

Wednesday, Sept. 20, 
11:30 a.m., Calhoun Brass 
Quintet will present the 

story ‘Where the Wild 
Things Are” with Abby 
Cleveland narrating at the 
Parkview Family YMCA,

Wednesday, Sept. 20, 12 
noon: West Central Winds 
with “Live at Lunch” at 
Sweetwater Sound.

Friday, Sept. 22, 11 a.m., 
The Resonators presenting 
the story of “Carnival of the 
Animals” with Jonah Far-
num narrating at the Jackson 
R. Leman YMCA.

Sunday, Sept. 24, 3 p.m., 
Wayne Street Strings at 
the Union Street Market 
at Electric Works in Fort 
Wayne.

On Friday, Sept. 15, 
7-9 p.m. the Rollin’ at the 
River” Comedy Show will 
be presented at the Prom-
enade Park Foundation 
Pavilion in Fort Wayne. 
Admission is $20 for adults 
(18+). More information at 
260-427-6000.

Adult Game Nights will 
be held at the Park Founda-
tion Pavilion on:

Friday, Sept. 28, 7-9 
p.m.: Tincture of Trivia: Sit-
coms

Friday, Nov. 17, 7-9 p.m.: 
Music Maestro Bingo

Admission is $5 for 

adults (18+) with more 
informat ion  a t  for t -
wayneparks.org.

FW Philharmonic free concerts 

Rollin’at the River Comedy 
Show and adult game nites

The Equalizer 3
Thursday, September 14th 6pm

Haunted Mansion
Friday, September 15th 6pm & 8:40pm

Saturday, September 16th 4:30pm & 8pm
Sunday, September 17th 2pm & 4:45pm

My Big Fat Greek Wedding 3
Thursday, September 14th 6:20pm

Friday, September 15th 6:15pm & 8:30pm
Saturday, September 16th 4pm, 

6:15pm & 8:30pm
Sunday, September 17th 2:20pm & 4:30pm

130 W. Monroe St. Decatur, IN • 260•724•SHOW

www.abcinemainc.com

SEPTEMBER 14, 15, 16, 2023
OSSIAN DAYS

Thursday, September 14th
4:30 - 7:00 pm Smoked Pork Chop Dinner $15 per dinner.

6:30 pm Lance Hunter Humanitarian Award Announcement
7:00 pm Coalition Quartet

Friday, September 15th
5:00 - 8:00 pm Whole hog sausage dinner $12 - Norwell Show Choir. 
5:30 - 7:30 pm Free face painting provided by Ossian Days Inc beside the 

Ossian Days booth.

6:00 pm Ossian Days Prince & Princess Contest
7:00 pm Applejack Cloggers in front of the Event Tent.
8:30 - 10:00 pm Nathan’s Karaoke/ DJ Service

Saturday, September 16th
7:00 - 8:30am Fishing Tournament

7:00 - 10:30am Pancake & Sausage Breakfast $8 for Adults; $3 
for Children (6-12 years old); Under 5 are FREE - St. Aloysius Knights of Columbus of Yoder, sponsor.

9:30 am Big Wheel Race sign-ups begin  Ages 3-6. Farmer’s & Merchant/Ossian State 
Bank parking lot.

12 noon Donut Hole Eating Contest in front of the event tent. Register at Ossian Days 
Booth. Contestants under 18 must have parent/guardian signature to compete.

1:00 pm Bessie’s Movement behind event tent on Craig Street.
4:00 pm Parade line up:
5:00 pm Parade Begins

6:00 - 9:00 pm Free face painting and balloon animals provided by Ossian 
Days Inc  beside the Ossian Days booth.

7:00 - 9:00 pm Austin City Band Live music in the event tent.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Visit our website for more details - www.ossiandays.com

RIDES OPEN 
Thur. - Fri. @ 5 P.M.

Sat. @12 noon!
$125 per Ticket or 24 for $2500

IT’S A LITERARY WORLD

Share Your Harvest:  Give Grain 
Your crops are your livelihood.  You prepare, you 
plant, you nurture and they grow.  That’s what we 
do with the charitable gifts entrusted to the 
community foundation and we invite you to grow 
the future of our community with us. 

The Wells County Foundation, Inc. 
222 West Market Street 

Bluffton, IN  46714 
260-824-8620 

www.wellscountyfound.org 

Donating a gift of grain to the community foundation is a simple 
way to make a lasting difference! 

Contact your professional advisor for legal and tax advice to 
learn more about how this easy way of gifting might provide 
significant tax benefit to you.  
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Contact Me!
260.414.6353

cathie.peterson@steffengrp.com 

CATHIE PETERSON  | REAL ESTATE BROKER

FISHER'S
GARAGE DOORS, LLC

S A L E S  &  S E R V I C E

• Replace Broken Springs
& Cables on All Makes

• Replace or Repair Doors
& Openers on All Makes

Wells
Jay
Allen 
Grant
Adams 
Blackford
Huntington 

&RESIDENTIAL  
COMMERCIAL

“Large Enough to Serve, Small Enough to Care”

260-849-0206 • www.fishersgaragedoors.com

Locally Owned 
Restaurant in 
Wells County!

260-824-4950

Voted #1

1415 South Main Street, Bluffton, IN 46714

Knights continue hot streak 
with V-ball win over Giants

The Norwell volleyball team notched its 
fourth win in a row in a sweep against Mari-
on on the road Tuesday night.

With the win, the Knights are now 12-5 
on the season.

The Knights won the first set 25-15, the 
second 25-15, and the third 25-18.

Stat leaders for the night were Mallory 
Falls and Vanessa Rosswurm with five kills 
each, Marlee Wenger with five aces, Macie 
Saalfrank with 10 assists and seven digs, 
and Mekynzi Beck and Hope Mitchell with 
one block each.

Norwell also won the junior varsity game 
in two sets (25-10, 25-13).

The Knights’ next match will be at home 
against Leo for the NE8 Conference opener 
starting at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 14.

Knights win NE8 boys’ 
tennis match over Bulldogs

The Norwell boys’ tennis team complet-
ed a sweep over conference opponent New 
Haven on Tuesday.

The Knights are now 9-2 on the season 
(3-1 NE8).

Results for varsity
• Grant Mishler defeated Brayden Eagle-

son 6-0, 6-0 at No. 1 singles.
• Bodie Zimmer defeated Gavin Smith 

6-3, 6-1 at No. 2 singles.
• Gavin Reynolds defeated Jorden Wolf 

6-4, 6-2 at No. 3 singles.
• Jaden Payne and Jake Hoover defeated 

Caiden Rowland and Ethan Goodwin 6-0, 
6-2 at No. 1 doubles.

• Eddie Archbold and Ayden Quintanilla 
defeated Jake Turnwald and Brady Exner 
6-1, 6-1 at No. 2 doubles.

Norwell also won the junior varsity 
match 3-1.

Results for JV
• Rylan Heyerly and Ethan Williamson 

(N) defeated Cordell Roberson and Daelyn 
Bay 6-3.

• Ryan Ewing and Landon Diver (N) 
defeated Cameron Evans and Triton 
McGlaughn 6-0.

• Christian Werling and Alex Baker 
(N) defeated Cameron Evans and Triton 
McGlaugn 6-2.

•  Cordell Roberson and Daelyn Bay 
(NH) defeated Kabyn Peterson and Jasper 
Kreigh 6-3.

Norwell will host East Noble for another 
conference match starting at 5 p.m. Thurs-
day, Sept. 14.

Southern Wells picks up win 
in girls’ golf at Jay County
The Southern Wells girls’ golf team 

unofficially defeated Jay County on the 
road with a team score of 218 on Tues-
day.

The Patriots did not have a full team and, 
therefore, did not have a team score.

The Raiders were led by Kolbie Beav-
ans with a score of 46, followed by Sophie 
Meeks (55), Caroline Ripperger (58), and 
Erika Beavans (59).

Southern Wells will be at the sectional 
at Arbor Trace starting at 9 a.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 16.

Tigers fall to Woodlan in 
ACAC volleyball match

Bluffton’s volleyball team lost to Wood-
lan in three sets on the road Tuesday night.

With the loss, the Tigers are now 3-9 on 
the season.

The Tigers lost the first set 25-13, the 
second 25-12, and the third 25-23.

Stat Leaders on the night were Haley 
Gibson with 12 assists, Maryn Sch-
reiber with five kills and one block, and 
Marly Drayer with three aces and ten 
digs.

The junior varsity team lost in two games 
(25-8, 25-12).

Stat leaders for the junior varsity team 
were Isla Gibson with one kill and one 
assist, Ella Borror with one assist, Riley 
Roby with two aces, Rori Drayer with three 
digs, and Allie Koby with one kill.

Bluffton will host Southern Wells in an 
ACAC showdown starting at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, Sept. 14.

Raiders lose conference 
match against Patriots

Southern Wells fell in three sets against 
Heritage 

With the loss, the Raiders are now 0-9 on 
the season.

The Raiders lost the first set 25-10, the 
second 25-13, and the third 25-9.

Southern Wells will travel to Bluffton in 
an ACAC match starting at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 14.

Sports Roundup

WEDNESDAY, SEPT 13
BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton at Bishop Luers, 5 

p.m.
BOYS SOCCER: Norwell at Concordia, 7 

p.m.
GIRLS GOLF: Bishop Luers and South 

Adams at Norwell, 4:30 p.m.
THURSDAY, SEPT 14
BOYS TENNIS: East Noble at Norwell, 5 

p.m.; Bluffton at South Adams, 5 p.m.
GIRLS GOLF: Bellmont at Bluffton 4:30 

p.m.
GIRLS SOCCER: South Adams at Norwell, 

5 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Leo at Norwell, 7:30 p.m.; 
Southern Wells at Bluffton, 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPT 15
GIRLS GOLF: (Sectional) Norwell, Bluffton 

at Chesnut Hills, 9 a.m.; Southern Wells at 
Arbor Trace, 7 p.m.

FOOTBALL: Norwell at New Haven, 7 
p.m.; Bluffton at Jay County, 7 p.m.; Wood-
lan at Southern Wells, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPT 16
CROSS COUNTRY (CO-ED): Norwell at 

Riverview Health Invitational at Northview Chris-
tian Church, 9 a.m.; Bluffton, Southern Wells at 
South Adams Invitational, 10 a.m.

High School Calendar

By RYAN WALKER
A goal scored by Morgan Batdorff set the 

tone early on offense in a 4-0 home victory 
for Norwell’s girls’ soccer team Tuesday 
night.

The Panthers (4-4-1) controlled the pace 
of play from the first touch and, for a few 
minutes, took a few shots and created offen-
sive chances. That all changed when Bat-
dorff found the back of the net under eight 
minutes into the game.

“I mean, I think there’s always a little 
breathing room when you get an early goal,” 
Norwell head coach Dan Batdorff said after 
the game. “It kind of set the pace that we 
had a threat, and that was a great thing. ... 
I think any time we score a goal, especially 
one or two early, it plays on the other team.”

The Knights took control after that, Bat-
dorff admitting he thought Eastbrook’s 
group “broke down after (Norwell) started 
scoring.”

Despite many chances, the Knights 
were unable to score until the 13:59 mark 
in the first half when Batdorff scored her 
second goal on the night and sixth of the 
season.

By halftime, there was clear separation 
between the two teams when Norwell got 
the ball rolling its way. It could have scored 
on other close chances as well, but the East-
brook defense held up at two goals at the 
time.

“We’re still continuing to develop, but 
what I really appreciated tonight was the 
opportunities,” Batdorff said. “We had a ton 
of goal-scoring opportunities.”

It was Grace Mann’s turn in the second 
half, scoring two goals to her team-leading 
14 this season. The first, Mann received 
the pass from Batdorff past midfield and 
weaved her way in front of the net. On the 
second, Mann sent a rocket towards the top 

of the net on a deep penalty kick right under 
the crossbar.

Ridley Sheets tallied an assist in the 
match.

Over the last six games, the Knights have 
scored 6.3 goals per game. In that span, 
they’ve posted a 5-1 record with the only 
loss to 2A’s No. 1 Leo 2-0.

The offense isn’t just the only part of the 
team’s development; it has been the defense, 
too.

Coach Batdorff is a defensive-minded 
coach, and in the win over Eastbrook, he 
saw some of his starters and younger talent 
step their game up. He mentioned that early 
in the season, his team wasn’t as prepared to 
keep up with some of the top-tier opponents, 
but now, there’s been some growth that has 
even helped the offense.

“We were out of position out early in the 
season,” Batdorff said. “I don’t know. Some 
of it maybe was conditioning. We weren’t 
as conditioned as we should have been, so 
we were just a little lazy in getting there and 
moving off the ball. I’m seeing that better. 
Our passing of the back has been a whole lot 
better. Our goal kicks are improving. These 
are the type of things we work on all the 
time.”

Goaltender Gracie Rinkenberger, com-
bined with Abby Wagner, have a combined 
four shutouts in the 5-1 showing. As the 
starter, Rinkenberger has allowed just 1.2 
goals per game.

Norwell’s next match will be at home 
against South Adams at 5 p.m Thursday, 
Sept. 14..

Norwell’s junior varsity team also won 
3-0 over Eastbrook. Hadley McSorley, 
Hallie Smith, and Shae Brooks scored in the 
game. Wagner and Emma Garner contrib-
uted to the shutout in net.

sports@news-banner.com

Growing Knights squad 
earns 5th win in last six 
games in win vs. Panthers

Green Valley Tuesday Senior Golf tournament final
The Green Valley Senior Golf League Tournament took place on Tuesday. Rick Murphy 
earned the Champion Flight with a net of 33, Tom Greych had the A Flight with a net of 
29, Don Pettit had the B Flight with a net of 32, and Joe Langle had the C Flight with a 
net of 32. Greych had the closest to pin, and Steve Folk had the longest putt. Pictured 
above, from left to right are Rick Murphy, Tom Greych, Don Pettit, and Joe Langle. (Photo 
provided)

Norwell’s Morgan Batdorff (left) escapes Eastbrook defender Estah McKim during the home 
match Tuesday night.

Norwell attacked Grace Mann (middle) pushes through to try an outrun Eastbrook’s Kinlee 
Hackman (right) in the 4-0 win in the girls’ soccer match at Norwell High School. (Photos by 
Ryan Walker)

By DAVE HOGG 
Associated Press

DETROIT (AP) — Tyler Stephenson 
had an RBI single in the 10th inning in 
the Cincinnati Reds’ 6-5 victory over the 
Detroit Tigers on Tuesday night.

Stephenson led off the 10th with a single 
off Tigers closer Alex Lange (6-4), with 
Noelvi Marte sliding around Jake Rogers’ 
tag at the plate.

Joey Votto then reached on an error, 
but Detroit turned a 6-3-4 double play and 
Lange struck out pinch-hitter Jake Fraley.

In the 10th, Spencer Torkelson’s fly ball 
moved Andy Ibañez to third, but Akil Bad-
doo grounded to Jonathan India, who threw 
Ibañez out at the plate.

Farmer then struck out Kerry Carpenter 
to end the game. The Reds bullpen pitched 

six scoreless innings, allowing two hits with 
seven strikeouts.

The Tigers took the lead with three runs 
in the first. With one out, Ibañez homered 
to left, and Williamson compounded the 
problem by allowing singles to the next four 
Detroit hitters. The last two, by Kerry Car-
penter and Miguel Cabrera, drove in Spen-
cer Torkelson and Jake Rogers.

Cincinnati tied it in the second. Third 
baseman Zack Short threw away Stephen-
son’s grounder. Votto grounded out, but Elly 
De La Cruz drew a walk.

Harrison Bader flew out, but TJ Friedl 
made it 3-1 with an RBI single.

That proved costly as India hit a two-run 
single. Nick Senzel doubled, but Parker Mead-
ows made a running catch in the gap to prevent 
Spencer Steer from putting the Reds ahead.

Tyler Stephenson has RBI single 
in 10th to lift Reds past Tigers



By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hockey Writer

New Columbus Blue 
Jackets coach Mike Bab-
cock said Tuesday he had 
done nothing wrong in ask-
ing players to show him 
photos off their phones, 
clarifying he was trying to 
get to know them after a 
report emerged criticizing 
him for invasion of privacy.

Paul Bissonnette said 
on the ‘Spittin’ Chiclets’ 
podcast he was told by an 
unidentified player that 
Babcock asked captain 
Boone Jenner to show him 
photos. Bissonnette, a for-
mer NHL player-turned-
analyst for TNT, relayed he 
was informed Babcock told 
Jenner: “Let me see the pho-
tos in your phone. I want to 
know the type of person you 
are.”

Babcock and Jenner in 
a joint statement released 
by the Blue Jackets called 
it “a gross misrepresenta-
tion of those meetings and 
extremely offensive.” Jen-
ner said the meeting was a 
good start to his relationship 
with Babcock and expressed 
disappointment.

“While meeting with our 
players and staff I asked 
them to share, off their 
phones, family pictures as 
part of the process of getting 
to know them better,” Bab-
cock said. “These meetings 
have been very important 
and beneficial, not only for 

me but for our players and 
staff, as well. And to have 
them depicted like this is 
irresponsible and complete-
ly inaccurate.”

Jenner said Babcock 
asked him about his fam-
ily, where he’s from and his 
upcoming wedding, along 
with hockey-related conver-
sation.

“He then asked if I had 
pictures of my family, and 
I was happy to share some 
with him,” Jenner said. “He 
showed me pictures of his 
family.”

Bissonnette responded to 
the statements with a pro-
fane social media post that 
told Babcock to knock it off.

“Enough with putting 
guys on the spot in the 
coaches room asking them 
to link their phones up to 
airplay mode and grilling 
them,” Bissonnette said on 
X, the platform formally 
known as Twitter. “I’ve had 
tons of players confirm it.”

Johnny Gaudreau, the 
Blue Jackets’ biggest star 
and highest-paid player, said 
at the NHL/NHLPA Player 
Media Tour in suburban Las 
Vegas that he’s had great 
interactions with Babcock, 
starting with a 45-minute 
get-to-know-you session the 
weekend of Jenner’s wed-
ding.

Gaudreau said Babcock 
asked him for family photos 
and the coach showed his 
own as a way to get some 

familiarity.
“I just think it was a 

really cool and unique way 
of getting to know your 
player,” Gaudreau said. 
“I thought it was kind of 
a good little starting point 
for us to get to know each 
other.”

Deputy Commissioner 
Bill Daly said he spoke with 
NHL Players’ Association 
assistant executive director 
Ron Hainsey and that the 
league and union looked 
into the situation and found 
nothing wrong.

“(Hainsey’s) reports are 
that the players involved 
had no concerns at all with 
respect to the interactions 
that were had,” Daly said. 
“They weren’t inappropri-
ate, they weren’t improper 
and to the extent they were 
suggested to be, it was a 
misperception.”

Babcock is back in the 
league after a nearly four-
year absence. When the 
2008 Stanley Cup-winning 
coach was fired by Toronto 
in 2019, reports emerged of 
some polarizing old-school 
coaching techniques, includ-
ing asking Maple Leafs 
player Mitch Marner to list 
teammates from hardest- to 
least-hardest working.

After taking the job in 
Columbus in July, Babcock 
said he has evolved as a 
coach and learned how bet-
ter to deal with players.

“Change in all of us 

takes time,” Babcock said 
over the summer. “I think 
what this has done is given 
me a chance to get outside 
my body and have a look 
and see what I’m doing 
and understand you needed 
to change, you needed to 
grow.”

FOOTBALL
High School

6A
		 Rcd	 TP	 Pvs
1. Brownsburg		  4-0	 270	 2
2. Center Grove		  3-1	 258	 3
(tie) Indpls B. Davis		 3-1	 258	 1
4. Hamilton So.		  4-0	 224	 4
5. Westfield		  4-0	 164	 7
6. Fishers		  3-1	 122	 6
7. Crown Point		  4-0	 114	 8
8. Lawrence North		  4-0	 98	 9
9. Carroll (FW)		  3-1	 52	 NR
10. Indpls Cathedral		  2-2	 50	
5
Others receiving votes: Penn 20. War-
saw 18. Warren Central 2.

5A
		 Rcd	 TP	 Pvs
1. Ft. Wayne Snider	 4-0	 300	 1
2. Bloomington North	4-0	 232	 5
3. Valparaiso		  3-1	 230	 3
4. Plainfield		  4-0	 194	 6
5. Bloomington So.		 3-1	 172	 2
6. Merrillville		  3-1	 154	 7
7. Mishawaka		  3-1	 130	 8
8. Lafayette Harrison	3-1	 100	 10
9. Franklin		  3-1	 50	 NR
10. Castle		  3-1	 34	 NR
Others receiving votes: Ev. North 18. 
Whiteland 16. Hammond Central 12. 
Michigan City 4. Floyd Central 4.

4A
		 Rcd	 TP	 Pvs
1. E. Central		  4-0	 298	 1
2. Ev. Reitz		  4-0	 252	 2
3. Kokomo		  4-0	 244	 3
4. Ev. Memorial		  4-0	 172	 5
5. Greenfield		  4-0	 140	 6
6. Columbia City		  4-0	 112	 7
7. Northridge		  3-1	 82	 NR
8. Indpls Roncalli		  2-2	 76	 8
9. NorthWood		  3-1	 68	 4
10. New Palestine		  2-2	 66	 9
Others receiving votes: New Haven 
46. New Prairie 32. E. Noble 26. Mis-
sissinewa 16. Northview 12. S. Bend 
St. Joseph’s 4. Leo 4.

3A
		 Rcd	 TP	 Pvs
1. Indpls Chatard		  4-0	 300	 1
2. Guerin Catholic		  4-0	 258	 2
3. Heritage Hills		  4-0	 228	 3
4. Lawrenceburg		  3-1	 156	 5
5. W. Lafayette		  3-1	 154	 6
6. Hanover Central		 4-0	 152	 7
7. Tri-West		  3-1	 92	 10
8. Hamilton Hts.		  4-0	 56	 NR
9. Delta		  4-0	 52	 NR
(tie) Western Boone	 3-1	 52	 4
Others receiving votes: Peru 50. Gib-
son Southern 32. Knox 18. Oak Hill 
16. Tippecanoe Valley 12. Danville 
6. W. Noble 6. Glenn 4. Heritage 4. 
Fairfield 2.

2A
		 Rcd	 TP	 Pvs
1. Indpls Scecina		  4-0	 288	 1
2. Brownstown		  4-0	 252	 2
3. LaVille		  4-0	 216	 3
4. Bluffton		  4-0	 212	 5
5. Triton Central		  3-1	 174	 4
6. N. Posey		  4-0	 166	 7
7. Linton		  3-1	 114	 6
8. Eastbrook		  3-1	 64	 8
9. Andrean		  2-2	 46	 10
10. Northeastern		  4-0	 44	 NR
Others receiving votes: Ev. Mater Dei 
28. Heritage Christian 26. Cascade 8. 
Sullivan 6. S. Vermillion 2. Alexandria 
2. Ft. Wayne Luers 2.

1A
		 Rcd	 TP	 Pvs
1. Indpls Lutheran		  4-0	 300	 1
2. Adams Central		  4-0	 270	 2
3. Carroll (Flora)		  4-0	 236	 3
4. Providence		  4-0	 184	 5

5. Indpls Park Tudor	4-0	 158	 6
6. S. Putnam		  3-1	 124	 4
7. Sheridan		  3-1	 122	 8
8. N. Decatur		  3-1	 74	 9
9. Clinton Prairie		  4-0	 70	 NR
10. N. Judson		  2-2	 38	 7
Others receiving votes: Madison-
Grant 34. Pioneer 22. Tri 6. N. White 
4. Springs Valley 4. S. Adams 2. N. 
Vermillion 2.

BASEBALL
  American League

East Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Baltimore	 91	 53	 .632	 _
Tampa Bay	 89	 57	 .610	 3
Toronto	 80	 65	 .552	 11½
Boston	 73	 72	 .503	 18½
New York	 73	 72	 .503	 18½

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Minnesota	 76	 69	 .524	 _
Cleveland	 68	 77	 .469	 8
Detroit	 66	 78	 .458	 9½
Chicago	 56	 89	 .386	 20
Kansas City	 45	101	 .308	 31½

West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Houston	 82	 64	 .562	 _
Texas	 80	 64	 .556	 1
Seattle	 79	 65	 .549	 2
Los Angeles	 68	 77	 .469	 13½
Oakland	 46	 99	 .317	 35½

Monday’s Games
Baltimore 11, St. Louis 5
Texas 10, Toronto 4
Oakland 4, Houston 0
Tampa Bay 7, Minnesota 4
L.A. Angels 8, Seattle 5, 11 innings
San Francisco 5, Cleveland 4, 10 

innings
N.Y. Yankees at Boston, ppd.
Kansas City at Chicago White Sox, 

ppd.
Tuesday’s Games

N.Y. Yankees 3, Boston 2, 1st game
Chicago White Sox 6, Kansas City 

2, 1st game
St. Louis 5, Baltimore 2
Texas 6, Toronto 3
Minnesota 3, Tampa Bay 2
Cincinnati 6, Detroit 5, 10 innings
Oakland 6, Houston 2
N.Y. Yankees 4, Boston 1, 2nd 

game
Kansas City 11, Chicago White Sox 

10, 2nd game
L.A. Angels at Seattle, late
Cleveland at San Francisco, late

Wednesday’s Games
Tampa Bay (Bradley 5-7) at Minne-

sota (Keuchel 1-1), 1:10 p.m.
Cleveland (Allen 7-7) at San Fran-

cisco (Harrison 1-1), 3:45 p.m.
L.A. Angels (TBD) at Seattle (Cas-

tillo 12-7), 4:10 p.m.
St. Louis (Rom 0-2) at Baltimore 

(Gibson 14-8), 6:35 p.m.
Cincinnati (Phillips 0-0) at Detroit 

(Rodriguez 11-7), 6:40 p.m.
Texas (Montgomery 8-11) at Toronto 

(Kikuchi 9-5), 7:07 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (Schmidt 9-8) at Bos-

ton (Houck 4-9), 7:10 p.m.
Oakland (Blackburn 4-4) at Houston 

(Brown 10-11), 7:10 p.m.
Kansas City (TBD) at Chicago 

White Sox (Clevinger 7-7), 7:40 p.m.
Thursday’s Games

Cincinnati at Detroit, 1:10 p.m.
Texas at Toronto, 7:07 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Boston, 7:15 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Baltimore, 7:15 p.m.
Minnesota at Chicago White Sox, 

7:40 p.m.

 National League
East Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
z-Atlanta	 95	 50	 .655	 _
Philadelphia	 79	 66	 .545	 16
Miami	 74	 71	 .510	 21
New York	 66	 78	 .458	 28½
Washington	 65	 80	 .448	 30

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Milwaukee	 81	 63	 .563	 _
Chicago	 78	 68	 .534	 4
Cincinnati	 75	 71	 .514	 7
Pittsburgh	 67	 78	 .462	 14½
St. Louis	 64	 81	 .441	 17½

West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Los Angeles	 87	 56	 .608	 _
Arizona	 76	 70	 .521	 12½
San Francisco	74	 70	 .514	 13½
San Diego	 68	 77	 .469	 20
Colorado	 52	 92	 .361	 35½
z-clinched playoff berth

Monday’s Games
Atlanta 10, Philadelphia 8, 10 

innings, 1st game
Washington 6, Pittsburgh 2
Philadelphia 7, Atlanta 5, 2nd game
Baltimore 11, St. Louis 5
Arizona 4, N.Y. Mets 3
Milwaukee 12, Miami 0
Chicago Cubs 5, Colorado 4
San Francisco 5, Cleveland 4, 10 

innings
San Diego 11, L.A. Dodgers 8

Tuesday’s Games
Pittsburgh 5, Washington 1
St. Louis 5, Baltimore 2
Cincinnati 6, Detroit 5, 10 innings
N.Y. Mets 7, Arizona 4
Atlanta 7, Philadelphia 6, 10 innings
Milwaukee 3, Miami 1
Colorado 6, Chicago Cubs 4
Cleveland at San Francisco, late
San Diego at L.A. Dodgers, late

Wednesday’s Games
Chicago Cubs (Taillon 7-9) at Colo-

rado (Blach 2-1), 3:10 p.m.
Cleveland (Allen 7-7) at San Fran-

cisco (Harrison 1-1), 3:45 p.m.
St. Louis (Rom 0-2) at Baltimore 

(Gibson 14-8), 6:35 p.m.
Washington (Rutledge 0-0) at Pitts-

burgh (Selby 2-1), 6:35 p.m.
Atlanta (Strider 16-5) at Philadel-

phia (Sánchez 2-3), 6:40 p.m.
Cincinnati (Phillips 0-0) at Detroit 

(Rodriguez 11-7), 6:40 p.m.
Arizona (Gallen 15-7) at N.Y. Mets 

(Lucchesi 2-0), 7:10 p.m.
Miami (Garrett 8-6) at Milwaukee 

(Rea 5-5), 7:40 p.m.
San Diego (Snell 13-9) at L.A. 

Dodgers (Pepiot 2-0), 10:10 p.m.
Thursday’s Games

Washington at Pittsburgh, 12:35 
p.m.

Cincinnati at Detroit, 1:10 p.m.
Miami at Milwaukee, 2:10 p.m.
Arizona at N.Y. Mets, 4:10 p.m.
San Francisco at Colorado, 8:40 

p.m.

Midwest League
Midwest League Playoffs

(x-if necessary)
Semifinal

(Best-of-3)
Fort Wayne 1, Great Lakes 0
Tuesday, Sept. 12: Fort Wayne 5, 

Great Lakes 0
Thursday, Sept. 14: Fort Wayne at 

Great Lakes, 7:05 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 15: Fort Wayne at 

Great Lakes, 7:05 p.m.
Peoria 1, Cedar Rapids 0

Tuesday, Sept. 12: Peoria 4, Cedar 
Rapids 3

Thursday, Sept. 14: Peoria at Cedar 
Rapids, TBD.

Friday, Sept. 15: Peoria at Cedar 
Rapids, TBD.

BASKETBALL
WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

x-New York	 32	 8	 .800	 —
x-Connecticut	 27	 13	 .675	 5
x-Atlanta	 19	 21	 .475	 13
x-Washington	 19	 21	 .475	 13
x-Chicago	 18	 22	 .450	 14
Indiana	 13	 27	 .325	 19

WESTERN CONFERENCE
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

x-Las Vegas	 34	 6	 .850	 —
x-Dallas	 22	 18	 .550	 12
x-Minnesota	 19	 21	 .475	 15
Los Angeles	 17	 23	 .425	 17
Seattle	 11	 29	 .275	 23
Phoenix	 9	 31	 .225	 25
x-clinched playoff spot

Monday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Tuesday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Wednesday’s Games
Minnesota at Connecticut, 8 p.m. 

(Playoffs, Game 1)
Chicago at Las Vegas, 10 p.m. 

(Playoffs, Game 1)
Thursday’s Games

No games scheduled.
Friday’s Games

Washington at New York, 7:30 p.m. 
(Playoffs, Game 1)

Atlanta at Dallas, 9:30 p.m. (Play-
offs, Game 1)

TRANSACTIONS
Tuesday’s Transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball

American League
CLEVELAND GUARDIANS — Sent 

RHPs Shane Bieber and Triston McK-
enzie to Akron (EL) on rehab assign-
ments.

MINNESOTA TWINS — Sent RHP 
Jorge Alcala to Wichita (TL) on a rehab 
assignment.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Selected 
the contract of RHP Zach McAllister 
from Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (IL). 
Placed RHP Jonathan Loaisiga on the 
15-day IL, retroactive to September 10. 
Transferred INF Anthony Rizzo from 
the 10-day IL to the 60-day IL. Claimed 
RHP Luke Weaver off waivers from 
Seattle. Transferred LHP Nestor Cortes 
from the 15-day IL to the 60-day IL.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Placed 
1B Brandon Belt on the 10-day IL. 
Recalled OF Nathan Lukes from Buf-
falo (IL).

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — 

Recalled OF Jake McCarthy from Reno 
(PCL). Optioned OF Pavin Smith to 
Reno.

ATLANTA BRAVES — Sent RHP 
Jesse Chavez and SS Ehire Adrianza 
to Gwinnett (IL) on rehab assignments.

CHICAGO CUBS — Placed INF 
Jeimer Candelario on the 10-day IL. 
Recalled OF Alexander Canario from 
Iowa (IL).

CINCINNATI REDS —Reinstated 
LHP Brandon Williamson from the 
Covid-19 IL. Designated LHP Chasen 

Shreve for assignment.
MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Sent 

CF Blake Perkins and 1B Darin Ruf to 
Nashville (IL) on rehab assignments.

NEW YORK METS — Sent 3B Luis 
Guillorme to Binghamton (EL) on a 
rehab assignment. Recalled RHP Reed 
Garrett from Syracuse (IL).

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Added 
RHP Quinn Priester to the taxi squad.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
ATLANTA HAWKS — Re-signed F 

Trent Forrest to a two-way contract.
CLEVELAND CAVALIERS — Signed 

C Tristan Thompson.
FOOTBALL
National Football League
ATLANTA FALCONS — Promoted 

DL Joe Gaziano from the practice 
squad to the active roster.

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Waived 
DT Tautala Pesefea Jr. from injured 
reserve. Released OT La’el Collins 
from the reserve/physically unable to 
perform (PUP) list.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Signed 
OT Ty Nsekhe and DT Tommy Togiai 
to the practice squad. Placed RT Jack 

Conklin on injured reserve. Promoted 
OL Michael Dunn from the practice 
squad to the active roster. Released 
CB Lorenzo Burns from the practice 
squad.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Signed 
OL Michael Jordan to the practice 
squad. Released TE Austin Allen from 
the practice squad.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Signed 
C Jack Anderson, RB Tyler Goodson, 
G Ike Boettger and TE Jordan Murray 
to the practice squad. Released RB 
Jason Huntley, TE Johnny Lumpkin 
and WR Mike Strachan from the 
practice squad. Signed RB Jake 
Funk. Placed RB Evan Hull on injured 
reserve.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Signed 
WR Lucky Johnson to the practice 
squad. Signed RB Myles Gaskin.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — 
Released WR Jonte Kirklin from the 
practice squad.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — 
Signed WR Jacob Copeland to the 
practice squad. Released RB Greg Bell 
and CB Luq Barcoo from the practice 
squad.
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Check out these 
websites of local 
& area companies 
and businesses.

Ask for our latest Website visitor statistics! 
The power of print and the Internet, working 
for you! Call 824-0224 for more information.

hidaymotors.comicav.us EdwardJones.com

blu� tontire.com

Bluffton 
Tire

thomarich.com

Th oma/Rich, 
Lemler

Funeral Home
bi-countyservices.com(260)824-1253

Supported Living • Waiver Services • Workshop

riverstonedental.net

jerry� ackinsuranceandinvestments.com

Jerry Flack
& Associates

lafontainecenter.org
A RHF Community

abovebeyondrecon.com

&ABOVE  BEYOND
Vehicle Reconditioning

stillwatersfamilydentistry.com

family dentistry

nb-digital.com
Websites • Mobile Responsive Design • SEO

Business Page Creation • Social Media Creation 
Social Media Networks • Reputation Monitoring

Online Advertising & Marketing

nb-digital.com | 800.579.7576

A Division of News-Banner Publications, Inc.

NB Digital

ste� engroup.com

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS
803 S. Calhoun St. Suite 100

Fort Wayne, IN 46802
260.426.0633 | www.steff engroup.com

myersfuneralhomes.com3riversfcu.org

lengerichmeats.com

Have a Webs ite?
Tell the World!

daniels-jewelers.net 2155 N. Main St., Bluffton
 (260)824-9643

 www.daniels-jewelers.net
kellysautocollision.com

Owners: Dustin Kelly
820 W. Washington Street, Bluffton

824-3995

JC’s GARAGE
DOOR

SALES & SERVICE

jcsgaragedoor.com

Find Us On Facebook

ALL SEASON
SERVICE NEEDS
Check Out Our Air Conditioning 
or Furnace Units

219 E. Perry St. Bluff ton

MOSER & SON
Heating 

824-0228
& Air 
Conditioning

thegmcfamily.com

ste�  nancial.comSecurities o� ered through � urston Springer Financial (Member FINRA & SIPC). Ste� en Financial is independent of � urston Springer.

TIM STEFFEN - Financial Consultant
110 W. Cherry St • Blufft  on | 260.824.8175 | tim@ste�  nancial.com

Are Your Investments Healthy?  Get a Checkup!
From Tim at Ste� en Financial Group.
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myblu� tonsfagent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com
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Erin Daugherty
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� shersgaragedoors.com

homecourthomecare.com

dazeys.com/blu� ton-ingenesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

STAY ONE JUMP AHEAD OF 
WINTERTIME DRIVING WOES.
Preventative maintenance is the key 
for smooth starts and safe running 

for the rough winter months ahead.

Publishing the week of September 25
Advertising Deadline - Friday, September 15

FALL CAR CAREFALL CAR CARE

Heavy Glass Shower Doors •  Auto Glass • Vinyl Windows, 
Custom Mirrors as well as Commercial Work

www.strongholdglassllc.com • 1325 West Wiley, Blufft  on • 260-824-4715

News-Banner Scoreboard

By MARK ANDERSON 
AP Sports Writer

LAS VEGAS (AP) — The New York 
Jets’ odds to win the Super Bowl plummet-
ed after quarterback Aaron Rodgers suffered 
a season-ending torn Achilles tendon in 
Monday night’s 22-16 overtime victory over 
the Buffalo Bills.

New York’s odds to win it all went from 
16-1 to 50-1 at Caesars Sportsbook and 
18-1 to 66-1 at BetMGM. The line move-
ments at BetMGM were similar for the Jets 
to win the AFC championship (9-1 to 30-1) 
and AFC East (2.5-1 to 5.5-1).

“Since the Rodgers injury, bettors are not 
interested in backing Zach Wilson,” said 
Seamus Magee, BetMGM trading team lead.

At Caesars, the Jets went from a 3 1/2-

point underdog Sunday at Dallas to as high 
at 9 1/2 before being bet down to 8 1/2. 
Their win total dropped from 9 1/2 to 8 1/2 
and went from minus-140 to make the play-
offs to minus-250 to miss the postseason.

“I’m not willing to sell and say the Jets 
have no chance, however,” Caesars assistant 
trading director Adam Pullen said. “We cur-
rently have them at 50-1 to win the Super 
Bowl and that seems right. ... People are 
understandably less bullish on them, but 
they have that defense, so we’ll see.”

The Jets drove much of the preseason 
NFL betting thanks to their trade for Rod-
gers from the Green Bay Packers. More 
money was bet on New York than any other 
AFC team at BetMGM, and the Jets were 
Caesars’ biggest financial liability.

Jets’ odds to win the Super Bowl 
plummet after Rodgers’ injury

New Blue Jackets coach Babcock blasts 
report saying he invaded players’ privacy
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Forever competing 
with spouse’s twin

Dear Annie: I am married to a man 
who has an identical twin brother. Our 
marriage is in trouble because my hus-
band favors his twin over me.

His brother thinks my husband 
should always help him out when he 
has a failed relationship — and that’s 
happened a lot. His twin also has had 
trouble holding down a job.

My husband and I have helped his 
twin seven times now with a place to 
stay when his wife, or a girlfriend in 
between a marriage, kicks him out. 
My husband and I have been together 
15 years, and seven times is ridicu-
lous! This last time, my husband 
moved his twin into our house while 
I was at work and didn’t even ask me 
about it. We got into a huge argument 
about this, and I have decided to call it 
quits. I married one of the twins, not 
both.

During our argument, my husband 
flat-out told me that his twin comes 
before me, that he was there before 
I was. His twin has even done things 
in the past to break up our relation-
ship. He told my husband he has seen 
me out with other men, and he said 
that my kids aren’t his, so quit being 
bothered with them. When my hus-
band and I are alone, without his twin 
invading our space, we are good. My 
husband calls himself a Christian, but 
I thought the Bible says your spouse 
comes first.

I have decided to leave my husband 
and get out of this situation. It’s going 
to be hard, but I can’t keep putting up 
with this all the time. I even suggested 
counseling for my husband and me, 
but he says he doesn’t need it. What 
is sad is that my husband has raised 
my kids since they were 1 and 2 years 

old. They know 
this man as their 
dad, and it is no 
good for my kids 
to hear him say 
these things to 
me. He should 
set an example of 
how a husband should treat a wife.

Annie, am I wrong for walking 
away from this and starting over with 
just me and the kids? — Not Feeling 
Like his Wife

Dear Not Feeling Like His Wife: 
Starting over with you and your chil-
dren is never easy and not a decision 
that should be taken lightly. What your 
brother-in-law is doing is toxic, but 
before you call it quits, I suggest you 
go to couples therapy with your hus-
band — insist on it. You could also 
talk about the four of you (you and 
your husband plus the twin and his 
spouse) going, assuming his twin is 
still married. I know that twins have a 
very unique and special bond. Are any 
of my readers twins or the spouses of 
twins who have some advice as to how 
to proceed?

If your husband continues to allow 
his brother to be more of a priority in 
his life than you, then yes, you are left 
with no choice but to leave.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favorite 
columns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation — is 
available as a paperback and e-book. 
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your 
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS
Pray for God’s wisdom 
to deal with whatever 

causes us to fret

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | September 9 - 15, 2023    | 13 Wednesday prime time

09/13 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
3D Woman Julie & 

Friends 
< Movie Berean 

Endeavors
TCT Today Newsw-

atch 
Love 
Worth 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Rabbi 
Lapin 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy! Big Brother Strangers, cut off from the outside 
world, coexist in an isolated house. (N) 

So Help Me Todd "The 
Devil You Know" 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert 

(:35) James 
Corden 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Blue Bloods "Second 
Chances" 

Blue Bloods "The 
Brave" 

Blue Bloods "Erasing 
History" 

Blue Bloods "School of 
Hard Knocks" 

Blue Bloods "Legacy" Blue Bloods "Tale of 
Two Cities" 

Blue Bloods "Close 
Calls" 

Blue Blood "Friendship, 
Love, and Loyalty" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The Rookie "Going 
Under" 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Got Talent "Qualifiers 4 
Results" (L) (N) 

Night 
Court 

Night 
Court 

Chicago P.D. News (N) (:35) The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon 

(:35) Seth 
Meyers 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

21Alive 
News at 6 

Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Dateline Dateline Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom Goldbergs
"Cocoon" 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) The Swarm "Episode 1" Penn & Teller: Fool Us

"Penn on Fire" 
Dish 
Nation (N) 

Chicago P.D. "Saved" Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Evolution Earth "Earth" PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 

America 
LIFE Ahead America "Arkansas: 

Hidden Gems" (N) 
NOVA "Rebuilding Notre 
Dame" 

Evolution Earth
"Islands" (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

America "Arkansas: 
Hidden Gems" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Evolution Earth "Earth" Context BBC News 

America 
PBS NewsHour (N) America "Arkansas: 

Hidden Gems" (N) 
NOVA "Rebuilding Notre 
Dame" 

Evolution Earth
"Islands" (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

America "Arkansas: 
Hidden Gems" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6 Big Bang Big Bang MasterChef Amateur chefs compete to become a 
culinary master and earn the title MasterChef. (N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "Food to Die For" Castle "Overkill" Castle "A Deadly Game" Castle "A Deadly Affair" Castle "He's Dead, She's 

Dead" 
(:05) Castle "Under the 
Gun" 

(:05) Castle "Punked" Castle "A Deadly Affair" 

FX  24 132 136 148 Movie <+++ Free Guy (‘21) Jodie Comer, Joe Keery, Ryan Reynolds. <++ Iron Man 2 (‘10) Gwyneth Paltrow, Robert Downey Jr.. <+++ Logan (‘17) Patrick Stewart, Hugh Jackman.

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
Saved by 
the Bell 

Saved by 
the Bell 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Mod Fam
"Egg Drop"

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

E! News
(N) 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<++ The Fast and the Furious (2001, Action) Paul Walker,
Michelle Rodriguez, Vin Diesel. 

<++ 2 Fast 2 Furious (2003, Action) Tyrese Gibson, Eva 
Mendes, Paul Walker. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) ESPN Films Women's College Volleyball Kentucky at 

Louisville (L) (N) 
ESPN Films SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) Daily Wager (L) (N) WNBA Countdown WNBA Basketball Playoffs: Teams TBA (L) (N) WNBA Basketball Playoffs: Teams TBA (L) (N) NFL Live

FSMW  33  418 671 
The Rally (L) (N) Cardinals! 

Pre (L) (N) 
MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Baltimore Orioles From Oriole Park at 
Camden Yards in Baltimore. (L) (N) 

Cardinals 
Post (L) (N)

Cardinals 
Insider 

Life
Cleveland 

NASCAR Race Rewind World Poker Tour 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: SVU 
"Hothouse" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Russian Brides" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Internal Affairs" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Girls Disappeared" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Undercover Mother" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Star-Struck Victims" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Sheltered Outcasts" 

Law-SVU "Unintended 
Consequences" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Expedition "Treasure of 
the Pirate King" 

Expedition Unknown
"Ransom in the Sky" 

Expedition Unknown
"Egypt's Lost Tombs" 

Expedition "Egypt's City 
of the Dead" 

Expedition X (N) Expedition Bigfoot
"Tunnel of Terror" (N) 

Ghost Adventures
"Auburn In Hell" 

Expedition "Legend of 
the Crystal Skull" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 The Man: 200lb Tumor My 600-Lb. Life My 600-Lb. Life My 600-Lb. Life "Ashley T's Story" Hoarding: Buried Alive Hoarding: Buried Alive My 600-Lb. Life

HIST  38 77 120 269 
American Pickers 
"Alabama Rolls" 

Pickers "Small Towns, 
Big Picking" 

American Pickers "It's 
a Woody" 

American Pickers
"Desert Gold Rush" 

American Pickers "Off 
the Pickin' Track" (N) 

(:05) American Pickers
"Cruisin'" 

(:05) American Pickers
"Young Grasshopper" 

(:05) American Pickers 
"Off the Pickin' Track" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < A Novel 
Romance Amy Acker. 

< Caribbean Summer (2022, Romance) Ser'Darius 
Blain, Buom Tihngang, Heather Hemmens. 

< A Pinch of Portugal (2023, Romance) Luke 
Mitchell, Amy Pemberton, Heather Hemmens. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(4:30) <+++ Dawn of the Dead 
(‘04) Ving Rhames, Sarah Polley. 

<++ The Hunt (2020, Thriller) Betty Gilpin, Emma 
Roberts, Ike Barinholtz. 

<++ Olympus Has Fallen (2013, Action) Aaron Eckhart,
Morgan Freeman, Gerard Butler. 

(:05) <++ Conan the Barbarian (‘11, Adventure) 
Rachel Nichols, Stephen Lang, Jason Momoa. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Sheldon Sheldon Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite (L) (N) Sheldon Sheldon Sheldon Sheldon Sheldon Sheldon 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
Lucifer "All About Her" Lucifer "Til Death Do Us 

Part" 
Lucifer "My Brother's 
Keeper" 

<++ The Meg (2018, Sci-Fi) Bingbing Li, Rainn 
Wilson, Jason Statham. 

(:15) <++ Deep Blue Sea (1999, Sci-Fi) Saffron 
Burrows, Samuel L. Jackson, Thomas Jane. 

(:20) <++ Godzilla: 
King of the Monsters 

AMC  45  131 254 
(4:00) <++++ Goodfellas (1990, Crime Story) Ray 
Liotta, Joe Pesci, Robert De Niro. 

<++++ Saving Private Ryan (1998, War) Edward Burns, Tom Sizemore, Tom Hanks. <+++ Under Siege (1992, Action) Tommy Lee 
Jones, Gary Busey, Steven Seagal. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld South Park South Park South Park South Park South Park South Park Reno 911! Reno 911! South Park South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR Race Hub (L)

(N) 
Joel Klatt
Ryan Day 

NFL Films 
Presents 

Women's College Volleyball Wisconsin at 
Marquette (L) (N) 

Breaking Joel Klatt
Nick Saban 

NFL Films 
Presents 

Greatest Races: NASCAR 2007 
NASCAR Cup Series: Bristol 

WGN  53   307 The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 NCIS "Sharif Returns" NCIS "Blowback" NCIS NCIS NCIS "Skeletons" NCIS "Iceman" NCIS "Grace Period" NCIS "Cover Story" 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Grocery "Snack Attack" Guy's Grocery Games Grocery "All-Star Rush" Guy's Grocery Games All-Star (N) Battle-Decades (N) Guy's Grocery Games All-Star
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Housewives/OC Housewives/OC Housewives/OC (N) Housewives/OC (N) WatchWhat Real Housewives (N) Housewives/OC Housewives/OC Real SLC 
NICK  68  170 299 Loud House SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Dylan (N) Slimetime SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Hamster & Ladybug Kiff Kiff Big City Big City Hailey Hailey Marvel's Ladybug Ladybug Ladybug Villains Villains Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:00) < 
Sing 

<++ Cruella (2021, Comedy) Emma Thompson, Joel Fry, Emma Stone. <+++ The Devil Wears Prada (2006, Comedy Drama) Anne 
Hathaway, Adrian Grenier, Meryl Streep. 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:25) <++ Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen
(‘09, Act) Megan Fox, Josh Duhamel, Shia LaBeouf. 

<++ Anna (2019, Action) Luke Evans, Cillian 
Murphy, Sasha Luss. 

< Donyale Luna: Supermodel (‘23)
(P) 

(:35) Winning Time Beat 
L.A. 

(:25) <+++ Dawn of the Planet of 
the Apes (‘14) Andy Serkis. 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:25) < Dreamer: 
Inspired by a True Story 

(:10) <++ Sydney White (2007, Comedy) Sara 
Paxton, Matt Long, Amanda Bynes. 

<+++ (500) Days of Summer (‘09) 
Joseph Gordon-Levitt. 

(:35) <+++ Edward Scissorhands
(‘90) Winona Ryder, Johnny Depp. 

(:20) <+ The Divergent Series: Allegiant (‘16) 
Theo James, Naomi Watts, Shailene Woodley. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(:05) <++ Congo (1995, Action) Laura Linney,
Ernie Hudson, Dylan Walsh. (P) 

<+++ World War Z (2013, Horror) Mireille Enos,
James Badge Dale, Brad Pitt. 

<+++ American History X (1998, Drama)
Edward Furlong, Fairuza Balk, Edward Norton. 

<++ Striptease (1996, Drama) Armand Assante, 
Ving Rhames, Demi Moore. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:35) < Love Spreads 
(‘20) Alia Shawkat. 

(:15) <++ She's Having a Baby (1988) Elizabeth 
McGovern, Alec Baldwin, Kevin Bacon. 

<+++ Chasing Amy (1997, Romance) Joey 
Lauren Adams, Jason Lee, Ben Affleck. 

<++ Forces of Nature (‘99) Ben 
Affleck, Sandra Bullock. 

(:45) <++ Jersey Girl (‘04) Liv Tyler, 
George Carlin, Ben Affleck. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q: The world has 
come through the great 
pandemic that started this 
third decade of the third 
millennium, and the fear 
and worry has had a pro-
foundly negative impact 
on the human race. Soci-
ety was cloaked in worry 
because of COVID-19 
and its aftermath that 
continues. Being worry-
free is not something 
people are good at. What 
is the secret to praying 
about this in order to find 
peace in the midst of ter-
ror? – W.F.

A:  The Bible’s answer 
to worry couldn’t be 
clearer: “Be anxious for 
nothing, but in everything 
by prayer and supplica-
tion, with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made 
known to God; and the 
peace of God, which sur-

passes all understand-
ing, will guard your 

hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 
4:6–7).

To have assurance 
of God’s promises, one 
must belong to Him by 
believing in Him and 
every word that proceeds 
from His mouth. We 
must ask Him to increase 
our faith and place our 
complete trust in Him 
that He is leading us in 
and through difficulties. 
Our minds must be cen-
tered on Christ.

Jesus used the carefree 
attitude of the birds to 
underscore the fact that 
worry is unnatural. As 
long as we look only at 
the situation in the world 
today, life will seem very 
hard to overcome our 
worries because it is true 
that there are many prob-

lems out of our control. 
But God is in control.

We must pray for 
God’s wisdom to deal 
with whatever causes 
us to fret. Some people 
spend so much time wor-
rying about what might 
happen that they never 
enjoy what is happening 
in the present. Today is 
the tomorrow we worried 
about yesterday. Only the 
Holy Spirit can give us 
peace in the midst of the 
storms of restlessness and 
despair. “These things 
I have spoken to you, 
that in Me you may have 
peace” (John 16:33).

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

NOTICE

SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

THE NEWS-BANNER IS

seeking a general assign-
ment reporter to join our staff.
We'd like to emphasize the
"general" in the job descrip-
tion — the reporter may cov-
er school boards, local city
councils, and crime, with
room for occasional feature
or enterprise stories. Photog-
raphy experience is a plus.
The News-Banner is an
award-winning daily. A new
reporter will join a staff of
several full-time reporters, as
well as multiple part-time and
freelance reporters. Please
send a cover letter, resume,
salary requirements and
three relevant clips (if appli-
cable) to publisher Doug
Brown, dougb@news-
banner.com. No phone calls,
please.

WE ARE HIRING

1ST SHIFT
COMPETITIVE WAGES

FULL TIME EMPLOYMENT

APPLY ONLINE AT
HTTPS://ALH-BUILDING.

COM

MUST PASS
DRUG SCREEN

MARKLE, IN

LENGERICH MEATS IS look-
ing for a motivated and reliable
individual with great attention
to detail to join our team. The
position is for general labor
starting at $15.00/hr. Send
your resume to
Lengerich@frontier.com or
stop in and fill out an applica-
tion.

Public Notices

Lottery Numbers
Tuesday’s Drawings

HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 07-19-24-36-37
Cash4Life —  08-33-40-46-57, Cash Ball: 02
Quick Draw Midday — 01-02-12-13-14-19-22-28-31-

37-42-46-53-54-57-59-62-66-69-73, BE: 59
Daily Three-Midday — 08-04-08, SB: 02
Daily Three-Evening — 00-01-04, SB: 08
Daily Four-Midday — 04-06-03-08, SB: 02
Daily Four-Evening — 08-09-06-06, SB: 08
Quick Draw Evening — 07-08-09-13-18-19-29-32-37-

41-48-50-51-53-57-59-67-70-73-77, BE: 57
Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Wednes-

day): $31.7 million
MEGA MILLIONS

02-14-21-42-67; Mega Ball: 18; Megaplier: 5X. 
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for Wednesday): $550 million
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Oct. deadline is Tues., Sept. 26!

For as little as …

$123
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Call 
824-0224 or 

622-4108 Call 
824-0224 

or 622-4108

Oct. deadline is 
Tues., Sept. 26!

Oct. deadline is 
Tues., Sept. 26!

Oct. deadline is 
Tues., Sept. 26!

For as little as …

$123
PER ISSUE

For as little as …

$123
PER ISSUE

$123
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Oct. deadline is 
Tues., Sept. 26!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$123
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

Primary 
Contracting, LLC

Decks • Roofing • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding
Remodeling • Storm Damage • Trim Wood Working and more!

Free 
Estimates

260-223-4276

Owner - Edwin Wickey Competitive Rates!

Decks • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding • Remodeling
Metal and Shingle Roofing • Storm Damage •Trim Wood Working and more!

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
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right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  
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•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

J&F Wood Working
Custom Cabinet

New Construction
Remodel

Custom 
Wood 

Working of 
Any Kind.

260-223-4243

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

Come See Us for Your CBD Oil Needs

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest ServicesAll Plumbing Service

Water Softeners and Water 
Heaters and Water Hookups

Stools and Sinks Tubs 
Showers - Fix Leaks 

LJ Mechanical LLC
Commercial and Residential

Licensed and Insured
Joseph (260) 402-2676        PLC 12300146#

Goods & services 
directory

TO THE OWNERS OF THE 
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL 
ESTATE AND ALL INTERESTED 
PARTIES

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
Sheriff Sale File number: 

90-23-0019-SS
Date & Time of Sale: Wednes-

day, October 11, 2023, at 1:00 pm
Sale Location: Wells County 

Courthouse First Floor, 102 W 
Market St, Bluffton, IN

Judgment to be Satisfied: 
$76,556.64

Cause No.  90D01-2207-
MF-000026

Plaintiff:  Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC

Defendant: Neil T. Ainslie, Mid-
land Funding, LLC and State of 
Indiana

By virtue of a certified copy of 
a decree to me, directed from the 
Clerk of Wells Superior Court of 
Wells County, Indiana, requiring 
me to make the sum as provided 
for in said Decree, with interest and 
cost, I will expose at public sale 
to the highest bidder, at the hour 
of 1:00 PM of said day as listed 
above, at 102 W Market St, Bluff-
ton, IN 46714, the fee simple of the 
whole body of Real Estate in Wells 
County, Indiana:

PART OF THE NORTH-
EAST QUARTER OF SECTION 
10, TOWNSHIP 27 NORTH, 
RANGE 12 EAST, LANCASTER 
TOWNSHIP, WELLS COUN-
TY, INDIANA, DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:STARTING AT THE 
NORTHWEST CORNER OF 
SAID NORTHEAST QUARTER 
FOUND PER RECORD WIT-
NESS; THENCE EASTERLY 
491.54 FEET, ALONG THE 
NORTH LINE OF SAID NORTH-
EAST QUARTER, TO A PK NAIL 
WHICH SHALL BE THE PLACE 
OF BEGINNING; THENCE CON-
TINUING EASTERLY 200.00 
FEET, ALONG SAID NORTH LINE, 
TO A PK NAIL; THENCE SOUTH-
ERLY, DEFLECTING RIGHT 
90 DEGREES 00 MINUTES 00 
SECONDS, 435.60 FEET TO A 
5/8” REBAR STAKE; THENCE 
WESTERLY, DEFLECTING RIGHT 
90 DEGREES 00 MINUTES 00 
SECONDS 200.00 FEET, PARAL-
LEL WITH THE NORTH LINE OF 
SAID NORTHEAST QUARTER TO 
A 5/8” REBAR STAKE; THENCE 
NORTHERLY, DEFLECTING 
RIGHT 90 DEGREES 00 MIN-
UTES 00 SECONDS, 435.60 
FEET TO THE PLACE OF BEGIN-
NING, CONTAINING 2.00 ACRES.

Commonly Known as: 3618 E 
500 N, OSSIAN, IN 46777-9659

Parcel No. 90-05-10-100-
004.000-010

Together with rents, issues, 
income and profits thereof, said 
sale will be made without relief 
from valuation or appraisement 
laws. This Notice shall also rep-
resent service of Notice of Sale of 
the above-described real estate 
upon the owners, pursuant to 
requirements of IC 32-29-7-3.

Scott Holliday, Sheriff of Wells 
County

By: Krista Markley,
Phone: 260/824.3426
Township of property location: 

Lancaster
Common street address of 

property: 3618 E 500 N, Ossian, IN 
46777-9659

Property Tax ID: 90-05-10-100-
004.000-010

Attorney: BARRY T. BARNES
Attorney Number: 19657-49
Law Firm: Feiwell & Hannoy, 

P.C.
Contact Number: (317) 237-

2727
F&H Reference #: 105685F01
The sheriff’s office does not 

warrant the accuracy of the com-
monly known street address. It 
is the buyer’s responsibility to 
research the legal description and 
associated legal filings.

nb 8/30, 9/6, 9/13
hspaxlp

TO THE OWNERS OF THE 
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL 

ESTATE AND ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
1016187

90-23-0020-SS 10/11/2023
ROY F. KIPLINGER
229 WEST BERRY STREET, 
SUITE 200
FORT WAYNE IN 46802

Sheriff Sale file Number: 
90-23-0020-SS

Date & Time of Sale: Wednes-
day, October 11, 2023 at 1:00 pm

Sale Location: Wells County 
Courthouse First Floor, 102 W 
Market St, Bluffton, IN

Judgment to be Satisfied: 
$318,015.17

Cause No: 90D01-2210-
MF-000036

Plaintiff: THREE RIVERS 
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

D e f e n d a n t :  A N D R E W 
MICHAEL MASHUDA, TARA 
LYNN MASHUDA

By virtue of a certified copy of 
a decree to me, directed from the 
Clerk of Superior/Circuit Court of 
Wells County Indiana, requiring me 
to make the sum as provided for 
in said DECREE, with interest and 
cost, I will expose at public sale to 
the highest bidder at the date, time 
and location listed above, the fee 
simple of the whole body of Real 
Estate, a certain tract or parcel of 
land described as follows:

Lot Numbered 137 as known 
and designated on the recorded 
plat of Northwood Farm Commu-
nity, Section VII, an addition to the 
City of Bluffton, as recorded on Plat 
Book 4, page 90, of the records of 
Wells County, Indiana.

Commonly Known as: 2200 
DOGWOOD COURT, BLUFFTON, 
IN 46714

Parcel No. 90-05-22-500-
137.000-011

Together with rents, issues, 
income and profits thereof, this 
sale will be made without relief 
from valuation or appraisement 
laws. In accordance to the require-
ments of IC 32-29-7-3, this Notice 
shall also represent service of 
Notice of Sale of this real estate 
upon the owners.

* An entire Sheriff’s Sale may 
be cancelled due to inclement 
weather or other county emergen-
cies. If the entire Sheriff’s Sale 
is cancelled, each parcel will be 
cancelled. Each parcel will be 
assigned to the next available sale 
(normally 2 months from original 
sale). This will allow compliance 
with Indiana Code concerning 
posting, publication, and serving 
time frames. Also, new Sheriff’s 
Sale fees will be assessed and 
the parcels will be automatically 
re-advertised. The plaintiff will be 
responsible for the new fees and 
advertising costs.

Roy F. Kiplinger, Plaintiffs Attor-
ney

Attorney No. 18736-02
Kiplinger Law Firm, P.C.
111 W Wayne St Ste B
Fort Wayne, IN 46802
(260) 407-7070
Atty File#: 18736-02
	 Scott Holliday, Sheriff
	 By: Krista Markley,

Phone: 260/824.3426
	 Lancaster Township
The Sheriff’s Department 

does not warrant the accuracy 
of the commonly known address 
published herein.
PLEASE SERVE:

ANDREW MICHAEL MASHU-
DA

2200 DOGWOOD COURT
BLUFFTON, IN 46714

TARA LYNN MASHUDA
2200 DOGWOOD COURT
BLUFFTON, IN 46714

ROY F. KIPLINGER
229 WEST BERRY STREET, 

SUITE 200
FORT WAYNE, IN 46802

nb 8/30, 9/6, 9/13
hspaxlp

STATE OF INDIANA 	 )
	 ) SS:

COUNTY OF WELLS )
	 IN THE WELLS 
	 SUPERIOR COURT
	 CAUSE NO.:

90C01-2309-EU-000039
IN RE: THE UNSUPERVISED )
ESTATE OF 	 )
REBA JEAN MCAFEE, 	 )
DECEASED 	 )

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
For Publication in Newspaper
Notice is hereby given that Bet-

tye Jean George was on Septem-
ber 7, 2023 appointed Personal 
Representative of the ESTATE OF 
REBA JEAN MCAFEE, deceased, 
who died on July 19, 2023.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
office of the Clerk of this Court 
within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this 
notice, or within nine (9) months 
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, 
09/07/2023

	 Beth Davis
	 CLERK,

WELLS SUPERIOR COURT
Janell M. Sprinkle (#23097-49)
Beers Mallers, LLP
110 West Berry Street, Suite 1100
Fort Wayne, IN 46802
Telephone: (260) 426-9706
Facsimile: (260) 420-1314
Attorneys for Personal Represen-
tative

nb 9/13, 9/20
hspaxlp

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

FINAL ESTATE SALE 504 E.
Arnold, Thurs., Fri., Sat., 9
a.m.-6 p.m. Furniture, antique
desk & bed, tables, elec. snow
shovel, lamps, misc.

ANNUAL FALL BARN sale,
2750 N. St. Rd. 1, Thursday-
Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Satur-
day 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., 2 families
downsizing. Misc. household,
toys, clothes (all sizes), furni-
ture. Lots to go through.

HUGE SALE FRI.-SAT., Sept.
15-16, 9am-6pm, 904 S. Mor-
gan. All 50 cents each. New &
used clothes, socks, gloves,
jewelry, crafts, picture frames,
mats, sewing, stationery, purs-
es, videos, books, postcards,
dishes, housewares, tapes,
baby items, new bathing suits.

LARGE ESTATE SALE

1327 Clark Ave., Sept. 14-16,
Thursday & Friday 8 a.m. to 4
p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Some furniture, lots of misc.,
DR table, entertainment cen-
ter, recliner, dresser, etc., lots
of Indian & wolf decor. Good
bargains. Lots to see.

202 OAK FOREST DR
BLUFFTON MULTI-FAMILY
GARAGE SALE Trolling mo-
tor, Power Washer, Electric
mobility scooter, Air tools, Ju-
niors clothing, Women's cloth-
ing, Children's clothing,
Household items and decor,
Books, Sep. 14 8:00 AM-5:00
PM, Sep. 15 8:00 AM-5:00
PM, Sep. 16 8:00 AM- Rain or
Shine

HELOISE HINT: If you are put-
ting lots of dolls and toys into 
your garage sale. Clean them 
up so that you can get more 
money for them. Make sure 
each doll’s clothing is clean. 
Email HELOISE@Heloise.
com.

Notices

HAVING AN UPCOMING

event? A 20 word, line classi-
fied ad in the Bluffton News-
Banner for six days is only
$24.50. Add a border for an
additional $1 or a graphic for
an additional $5. Contact the
office at 260-824-0224, 125 N.
Johnson St. or submit online at
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Services

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 877-
930-3271 (I)
4G LTE HOME Internet Now 
Available!   Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus take 
your service with you when you 
travel!  As low as $109.99/mo! 
1-877-327-0930 (I)

Help Wanted Help Wanted

HELOISE HINT: To help your-
self in finding a job. Create a 
good website that focuses on 
your professional skills, job 
history and previous accom-
plishments. This will make 
you stand out. Fax Heloise @ 
210-HELOISE (435-6473).

Line Classified Ad Deadlines: 
Monday editions: Friday by 4 p.m. 

Tuesday-Friday editions: 
day-before by 4 p.m.

Saturdays: Friday by noon

Submit Ads to Bluffton 
News-Banner office, 125 N. 

Johnson St., 824-0224,  
or classifieds.news-banner.com



support,” Sams said.
An inquiry is a step 

toward impeachment, which 
used to be rare, and McCar-
thy essentially outlined the 
potential charges ahead. 
With Donald Trump now 
the Republican front-runner 
to challenge Biden in next 
year’s election, GOP allies 
are working to detract atten-
tion from the indicted for-
mer president’s legal chal-
lenges and turn a negative 
spotlight on Biden.

The inquiry will be led 
by Oversight Committee 
Chairman James Comer, in 
coordination with Judiciary 
Committee Chairman Jim 
Jordan and Ways & Means 
Chairman Jason Smith. 
They are heading across the 
Capitol Wednesday to brief 
the Senate.

Senate Republican lead-
er Mitch McConnell has 
warned House Republicans 
off the effort, but said Tues-
day, “I don’t think Speaker 
McCarthy needs advice 
from the Senate.”

House  Democra t i c 
Leader Hakeem Jeffries 
called it an “illegitimate 
impeachment inquiry” and 
said Democrats will defend 
Biden “until the very end.”

“There is not a shred 
of evidence that President 
Joe Biden has engaged in 
wrongdoing,” Jeffries said. 

“President Joe Biden is a 
good man. He’s an honest 
man. He’s a patriotic man.”

The Republican speaker 
is once again at a political 
crossroads — trying to keep 
his most conservative law-
makers satisfied and save 
his own job. It’s a familiar 
political bind for McCar-
thy, who is juggling the 
impeachment inquiry and a 
government shutdown threat 
with no clear end game.

Government funding is to 
run out on Sept. 30, which 
is the end of the federal fis-
cal year, and Congress must 
pass new funding bills or 
risk a shutdown and the 
interruption of government 
services.

Minutes after McCarthy 
spoke a chief Republican 
critic stood on the House 
floor deriding the inquiry 
as merely “a baby step” and 
reviving the threat of oust-
ing the speaker. “We must 
move faster,” said Rep. Matt 
Gaetz, R-Fla.

The White House has 
insisted Biden was not 
involved in his son’s busi-
ness dealings. And Demo-
crats are stepping up to fight 
against what they view as 
unfounded claims against 
him ahead of the 2024 elec-
tion as Republicans attempt 
to blur the lines with Trump.

Former President Trump 
was twice impeached by the 

House but acquitted by the 
Senate. He now faces more 
serious charges in court, 
indicted four times this year, 
including for trying to over-
turn the 2020 election Biden 
won.

House Republicans are 
probing the business deal-
ings of Hunter Biden but so 
far have not produced hard 
evidence linking them and 
the president. They have 
shown a few instances, 
largely during the time the 
elder Biden was Barack 
Obama’s vice president, 
when he spoke by phone 
with his son and stopped by 
dinners his son was hosting 
with business partners.

An impeachment inquiry 
would provide more heft 
to the House investigation, 
especially as the Oversight 
Committee battles in court 
for access to Biden family 
financial records.

Republicans contend the 
Justice Department has not 
fully probed the allegations 
against Hunter Biden, and 
say he received preferen-
tial treatment in what they 
call a sweetheart plea deal 
that recently collapsed. The 
Department of Justice has 
appointed a special prosecu-
tor in that probe.

“We will go wherever the 
evidence takes us,” McCar-
thy said.
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Congrats to Ron Kenworthy
VOTED:
  Best Plumber
  Best Electrician

Thank You! 
All for your Votes!

SEPTEMBER 14 - Online - 2-6 p.m. - Farm: GRS Holdings. 
Property location: 7370 E US 224, Craigville, IN. Wells Co., Lan-
caster Twp., 2.243+/- acres include: 1,952 sf 2-story home (4 
bedrooms, 2 baths), attached garage, basement, 4,860 sf pole 
barn (metal roof, half concrete floor), 5,000+ sf historical pin 
frame barn (metal roof), (3) steel grain bins. Halderman Real 
Estate & Farm Management, 800-424-2324, halderman.com, 
Rick Johnloz, 260-827-8181.
SEPTEMBER 26 - 6 p.m. - Steven H. Arnold, seller. OK Mod-
ern Dry Cleaners, 404 S. Main St., Bluffton. Empty building, 
1,078 sq. ft., 70’x55’ lot, half bath. Heartland Auction & Realty, 
Inc., heartlandauctionrealty.com, 260-724-3499.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOSING SEPTEMBER 
26 - 6 p.m. EST - Leo Thieme, owner. Real estate 6 p.m.: 1,780 
sq. feet, full basement, 3 bedroom, 2 full bath home, oversize 
2 car attached garage, 3 acres, 6850 E 700 N, Decatur. Per-
sonal property 6:30 p.m.: 2007 Dodge Grand Caravan, 131k 
miles, appliances, antiques, collectibles, furniture, fish and ani-
mal mounts, household items, tools, etc. Krueckeberg Auction & 
Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.
SEPTEMBER 28 - 1 p.m. AND SEPTEMBER 29 - 8 a.m. - 
Secured creditors & various consignors, owners. 815 Adams 
St., Decatur. Truck & equipment and online only equipment. Day 
1: skid loader attachments, tool boxes, workbenches, iron gates, 
chains & binders, 1 Trip 40’ high side shipping container w/side 
doors, dome shelter containers, truck take off parts, more! Day 2 
live and online bidding: 700+ lots! 2012-2014 Freightliner M2106 
box trucks, dump, utility, & bucket trucks, day cabs, utility & semi 
trailers, SUVs, pickups, skid steer attachments. Accepting con-
signments! Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 
260-724-7402.
OCTOBER 1-8 - (Online Only) - Estate of Robert Isch, seller. 
1978 White 2-50 diesel tractor, 2015 Ex-Mark Laser-Z zero turn 
riding lawn mower, 2002 Simplicity lawn mower, 2006 Simplicity 
Legacy riding lawn mower, single axle utility trailer, tandem axle 
trailer, 14’ hay wagon, 3 bottom plow, Winco generator, lawn and 
garden, tools, antique & modern furniture, antiques, primitives, 
glassware, household. Preview: Sept. 28, Oct. 5, from 3-6 p.m., 
601 E St. Rd. 124, Monroe. Sale manager, Patrick Carter, The 
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOSING OCTOBER 8 
STARTING AT 4 PM EST - Larry Beer, owner. Sports collector’s 
dream! 950+ lots featuring lots of sports memorabilia, signed jer-
seys, bats & balls, MLB, NFL, MLB cards (some cards Graded), 
die cast toys, stamp collection, yard & hand tools, Yamaha gas 
powered golf cart, like new Cub Cadet riding lawn mower, house-
hold, furniture, Fenton glass, Roseville & Hull pottery, more! Pre-
view: Oct. 5, 4-6 p.m., 909 Woodridge Ct., Decatur. Krueckeberg 
Auction & Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.

Thank you for supporting local journalism.

Health Communities

Community event
discuss drug issues locally 
and nationally. Led by the 
chamber’s advocacy com-
mittee and CADA, they 
formed an intentional 
group to address ongoing 
issues.

Over 40 individuals from 
various sectors — includ-
ing law enforcement, public 
officials, school administra-
tion, business owners, and 
more — have signed up 
to serve on the task force. 
“Cody and John Speak” is 
the first event the group has 
held since forming, and one 
they hope brings a worth-
while conversation to the 

forefront. 
“This event is not a one 

and done with the Task-
force Committee,” Prible 
said. “This is just the begin-
ning. We want to provide 
resources, information, and 
programming from youth 
to adult. The stigma needs 
to change. You are worthy, 
you are supported, and there 
are people here locally that 
want to help. Our hope is 
to educate people from this 
event on the dangers of fen-
tanyl, overdoses, and pre-
vention.” 

“Cody and John Speak” 
was initially booked by 
Bluffton High School last 

year, and, in meeting as 
a committee, the group 
decided to extend the reach 
of the message. The Wells 
County Foundation pro-
vided additional funding 
for the school events, and 
the City of Bluffton, the 
Town of Ossian, the Town 
of Poneto, Wells County 
Commissioners, National 
Oil and Gas, and Renovate 
Counseling helped sup-
port the community event. 
Wells County, Bluffton, 
and Ossian supported the 
event through opioid settle-
ment funds. 

In addition to the 
resources, demonstrations, 

and presentations, each 
person who attends will be 
entered in a drawing for a 
gift basket, bracelets for the 
Bluffton Street Fair, and a 
$25 gas card. 

Prible added, “My favor-
ite quote by Margaret Mead 
is, ‘Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, com-
mitted citizens can change 
the world; indeed, it’s the 
only thing that ever has.’ We 
can’t put the blinders on and 
deny drugs are not in our 
community, because they 
are here. However, when we 
all come together, we can 
make a change.”

holly@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

Impeachment inquiry 
(Continued from Page 1)


