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Celebrating Patriot Day
Bluffton High School honored local first responders during its annual Patriot’s Day breakfast Monday morning. After the 
student council served breakfast to first responders, students lined the hallway to applaud and recognize the men and 
women’s service to the community. Pictured, several law enforcement officers lead the group down the tunnel. (Photo by 
Holly Gaskill)

By DAVE SCHULTZ
It’s becoming an understatement to say that the board 

of the Wells County Regional Sewer District is not pleased 
with the progress being made on the installation of a sani-
tary sewer collection network in Craigville.

A meeting will be held as soon as possible with the owner 
of VTF Excavation LLC. The RSD will be represented by 
Bruce Stinson, the RSD board’s president; Ryan LeFeld of 
Choice One Engineering, the engineer of the project; and 
Lewis Brown, the RSD’s superintendent.

If necessary, the group will travel to Celina, Ohio, where 
VTF is headquartered.

It was not made immediately clear what kind of a dead-
line the company is facing, but it’s apparently coming up 
quickly. No one at Monday night’s monthly meeting of the 
RSD’s board was particularly pleased with the progress — 
or, more particularly, the lack of progress  — in Craigville.

Brandon Wright, who owns property in Craigville, 
addressed the board at the beginning of Monday night’s 
meeting. He’s not happy because he has to pay full price 
for monthly sewer service, due to the payment deadline 
put in place by the State Revolving Fund, part of the Indi-
ana Finance Authority. That is the case even though he is 
not being provided the sanitary sewer service he and other 
Craigville-area residents are supposed to be receiving.

He let the board know that a formal complaint has been 
filed with the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission. He 
also noted that he’s contacted a Fort Wayne TV station.

The board understands the frustration expressed 
by Wright and others in the community, but the board 

RSD, Craigville 
residents discuss 
project irritations

Ossian discusses other opioid fund uses

By SYDNEY KENT
The Ossian Town Council meet-

ing opened with a public hearing to 
consider the additional appropriation 
of opioid fund uses. Christine Walker, 
Director of Community Care of North-
east Indiana, was present to discuss the 
potential use of these funds for a new 
recovery home in Bluffton.

Hannah’s House, a recovery 
home with the ability to serve seven 
women at one time, is projected to 
cost approximately $100,000 a year to 
operate. Unlike Grace and Mercy, res-
idents will not be required to pay for 
services. Because of this, Walker said 
funding is critical. Hannah’s House, 
anticipated to open in October, is the 
only recovery home of its kind in 

Wells County.
“What we found is we’re miss-

ing a gap in our services,” Walker 
explained. “Grace and Mercy is a 
home for women and children. We can 
only serve women 4-6 months out of 
active addiction there. Instead of send-
ing away families to other cities, we 
decided to bridge this gap.”

Walker asked for a yearly finan-
cial commitment. The council agreed 
to look into the potential uses for the 
funds and discuss the topic at the next 
regular meeting.

The council unanimously approved 
a motion to pay $1,500 for the upcom-
ing event, Cody and John Speak, 
which will take place at 7 p.m. Sept. 
14, at the Wells County fairgrounds. 

The event is intended to address the 
ongoing fentanyl crisis, discuss drug 
prevention tactics, and offer peer sup-
port.

“This seems to be an area ultimate-
ly that is getting worse and worse,” 
Council President Josh Barkley said in 
regards to the rising number of individ-
uals battling addiction. “This is what 
this event is for.”

Police Commissioner Caleb 
Chichester updated the council on 
behalf of the Ossian Police Depart-
ment Monday evening. Chichester 
told the council the salary for Chief 
of Police, who was also present at the 
meeting, was up for review according 
to his contract.

Chichester reported that the com-
missioners are very happy with the 
work Chief of Police Kurt Jack has 
performed thus far. He requested a 

U.S. marks 22 
years since 9/11 
with tributes, tears

By JENNIFER PELTZ and KAREN MATTHEWS 
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Americans looked back Monday 
on 9/11 with moments of silence, tearful words and appeals 
to teach younger generations about the terror attacks 22 
years ago.

“For those of us who lost people on that day, that day 
is still happening. Everybody else moves on. And you find 
a way to go forward, but that day is always happening for 
you,” Edward Edelman said as he arrived at New York’s 
World Trade Center to honor his slain brother-in-law, Daniel 
McGinley.

President Joe Biden, speaking at a military base in 
Anchorage, Alaska, urged Americans to rally around pro-
tecting democracy. His visit, en route to Washington from 
a trip to India and Vietnam, is a reminder that the impact of 
9/11 was felt in every corner of the nation, however remote.

“We know that on this day, every American’s heart was 
wounded,” Biden said. “Yet every big city, small town, sub-
urb, rural town, tribal community — American hands went 
up, ready to help where they could.”

Nearly 3,000 people were killed when hijacked planes 
crashed into the trade center, the Pentagon and a Pennsylva-
nia field, in an attack that reshaped American foreign policy 
and domestic fears.

On that day, “we were one country, one nation, one peo-
ple, just like it should be,” Eddie Ferguson, the fire-rescue 
chief in Virginia’s Goochland County, said by phone before 
the anniversary.

The predominantly rural county of 25,000 people has a 
Sept. 11 memorial and holds two anniversary commemora-
tions, one focused on first responders and another honoring 
all the victims.

At ground zero, Vice President Kamala Harris joined 

U.S. sets $1B record for weather disasters
By SETH BORENSTEIN 

AP Science Writer
The deadly firestorm in Hawaii 

and Hurricane Idalia’s watery storm 
surge helped push the United States 
to a record for the number of weather 
disasters that cost $1 billion or more. 
And there’s still four months to go on 
what’s looking more like a calendar of 
calamities.

The National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration announced 
Monday that there have been 23 
weather extreme events in America 
that cost at least $1 billion this year 
through August, eclipsing the year-
long record total of 22 set in 2020. So 
far this year’s disasters have cost more 
than $57.6 billion and claimed at least 

253 lives.
And NOAA’s count doesn’t yet 

include Tropical Storm Hilary’s dam-
ages in hitting California and a deep 
drought that has struck the South and 
Midwest because those costs are still 
to be totaled, said Adam Smith, the 
NOAA applied climatologist and 
economist who tracks the billion-dollar 
disasters.

“We’re seeing the fingerprints of 
climate change all over our nation,” 
Smith said in an interview Monday. “I 
would not expect things to slow down 
anytime soon.”

NOAA has been tracking billion-
dollar weather disasters in the United 
States since 1980 and adjusts damage 
costs for inflation. What’s happening 

reflects a rise in the number of disas-
ters and more areas being built in risk-
prone locations, Smith said.

“Exposure plus vulnerability plus 
climate change is supercharging more 
of these into billion-dollar disasters,” 
Smith said.

NOAA added eight new billion-
dollar disasters to the list since its 
last update a month ago. In addition 
to Idalia and the Hawaiian firestorm 
that killed at least 115 people, NOAA 
newly listed an Aug. 11 Minnesota 
hailstorm; severe storms in the North-
east in early August; severe storms in 
Nebraska, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana 
and Wisconsin in late July; mid-July 
hail and severe storms in Michigan, 

McCarthy juggles shutdown, Biden impeachment inquiry
By LISA MASCARO 

AP Congressional 
Correspondent

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy 
is a man who stays in motion — 
enthusiastically greeting tourists 
at the Capitol, dashing overseas to 
the G7 summit of industrial world 
leaders, and raising funds back 
home to elect fellow Republicans 
to the House majority.

But beneath the whirlwind of 
activity is a stubborn standstill, an 
imbalance of power between the 
far-right Republicans who hoisted 
McCarthy to the speaker’s role yet 
threaten his own ability to lead the 
House.

It’s a political standoff that will 
be tested anew as the House returns 
this week from a long summer 
recess and McCarthy faces a colli-
sion course of difficult challenges 

— seeking to avoid a government 
shutdown, support Ukraine in the 
war and launch an impeachment 
inquiry into President Joe Biden.

“They’ve got some really 
heavy lifting ahead,” said the No. 
2 Republican in the Senate, John 
Thune, of South Dakota.

McCarthy, of California, is 
going to “have his hands full try-
ing to figure out how to navigate 
and execute,” he said.

Congress has been here before, 
as has McCarthy in his nearly two 
decades in office, but the stakes 
are ever higher, with Republicans 
powered by an increasingly hard-
right faction that is refusing to allow 
business as usual in Washington.

With former President Don-
ald Trump’s backing, McCarthy’s 
right flank pushed him into the 
speaker’s office at the start of the 
year only after he agreed to a long 

list of conservative demands — 
including the ability to call a quick 
vote to “vacate the chair” and 
remove him from office.

That threat of an abrupt ouster 
hovers over McCarthy’s every 
move, especially now.

“We’ve got a lot of work to 
do,” McCarthy told reporters late 
Monday at the Capitol, brushing 
off calls for his removal.

Hannah’s House, Cody and John Speak among 
appropriation options; Chief of Police salary discussed

(Continued on Page 2)
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To start, Congress faces 
a deadline to fund the gov-
ernment by the end of the 
month, or risk a poten-
tially devastating federal 
shutdown. There are just 
11 working days for Con-
gress to act once the House 
resumes Tuesday.

McCarthy and his team 
are pitching lawmakers on a 
stopgap funding bill, through 
Nov. 1, to keep the govern-
ment running under a 30-day 
continuing resolution, or CR, 
according to a leadership aide 
granted anonymity to discuss 
the private talks.

But as McCarthy con-
venes lawmakers for a pri-
vate huddle, even the tem-
porary funding is expected 
to run into opposition from 
his right flank.

Facing a backlash from 
conservatives who want to 
slash government funding, 
McCarthy may be able to 
ease the way by turning to 
another hard-right priority, 
launching a Biden impeach-
ment inquiry over the busi-

ness dealings of the presi-
dent’s son, Hunter Biden.

For McCarthy, running 
the two tracks — a govern-
ment funding process along-
side an impeachment drive 
— is an unusual and politi-
cally fraught undertaking. 
He gave no new timetable 
for action.

But starting a formal 
impeachment inquiry into 
Biden could help to appease 
Republican allies of Trump, 
who has emerged as the 
GOP frontrunner to confront 
Biden in the 2024 election 
for the White House.

“He’s being squeezed,” 
Brad Woodhouse, a veteran 
Democratic operative, said 
of McCarthy. Woodhouse 
is now a senior adviser to 
the Congressional Integrity 
Project, which is preparing 
to criticize Republicans over 
the Biden impeachment.

The White House has 
said Biden is not involved in 
his son’s business dealings.

But Trump’s all ies 
among House Republicans 
are working furiously to 

unearth any links between 
Biden and his son’s busi-
ness as they portray Hunter 
Biden as trading on the 
family name for financial 
enrichment and work to 
erode public support for the 
president ahead of the presi-
dential election.

Republicans have not 
yet been able to produce 
evidence of wrongdoing by 
President Biden.

White House spokesman 
Ian Sams said: “Speaker 
McCarthy shouldn’t cave to 
the extreme, far-right mem-
bers who are threatening to 
shut down the government 
unless they get a baseless, 
evidence-free impeachment 
of President Biden. The con-
sequences for the American 
people are too serious.”

Meanwhile, what should 
have been a fairly prescribed 
process to fund the govern-
ment after McCarthy and 
Biden negotiated a more 
than $1 trillion deal earlier 
this summer over the debt 
limit appears to be falling 
apart. Even a stopgap mea-

sure to simply keep govern-
ment funding at existing lev-
els for a few months while 
Congress tries to finish the 
spending bills is a nonstarter 
for McCarthy’s right flank.
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Ossian council Weather
Tuesday, September 12, 2023

(24-hour observations at 8:46 p.m. Monday)
High: 77; Low: 49; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.20  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Monday

Wells County forecast
Today: A 30 percent 

chance of showers, mainly 
before 2 p.m. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 69. North-
west wind 5 to 10 mph. 

Tonight: A 10 percent 
chance of showers before 8 
p.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 48. Northwest wind 5 
to 10 mph. 

Wednesday: Mostly 
sunny, with a high near 68. 
North wind 5 to 10 mph. 

Wednesday Night: 
Mostly clear, with a low 
around 44. Northeast wind 
around 5 mph. 

Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 70.
Thursday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 45.
Friday: Sunny, with a high near 74.
Friday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 47.
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 76.
Saturday Night: Partly 

cloudy, with a low around 
53.

Sunday: A 20 percent 
chance of showers. Mostly 
sunny, with a high near 74.

Sunday Night: A slight 
chance of showers. Partly cloudy, with a low around 49.

Monday: A slight chance of showers. Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 72.

2829 E. State Rd. 124 • Bluffton, Indiana 46714
260-824-2220

For All Your Petroleum Needs Call Us!

Premium Diesel Racing Gasoline Mineral Spirits
Non-Ethanol REC-90 Pure 1-K Kerosene

DEF       Packaged and Bulk Motor Oils and Lubes

www.natloil.com

Bluffton - Main Office 824-2220
Bluffton - Jay Bertsch 241-0595
Bluffton - Brady Ripple 437-6292
Berne - Mark Lehmann 525-8186

Decatur - Ryan Stucky 273-0317 
Huntington - Mathew Harvey 273-1231
Monroeville - Casey Scherer 433-0870

Montpelier - Butch Atkinson 765-348-6059

SMALL BUSINESS
Spotlight
SMALL BUSINESS
Spotlight

Thanks for voting me #1 Travel Agency! 
Let me help you plan your next adventure!

Complimentary concierge services for
all of your travel planning needs.

Stephanie Hiday - Travel Specialist
260-417-7656

s.hiday@magicalvacationplanner.com

•	Theme	Parks
•	Cruise	Lines

•	All	Inclusive	
Resorts

Specializing in:

LIN’S LOCK &
 KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - 
COMMERCIAL

•Locks •Safes •Door Closers
•Padlocks •Mobile Service

•Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors,
Openers, Springs, Cables,

Radio Controls
1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton

Lin Harrold, CML •  (260)824-3533
Cell 827-7632

CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

Commercial - Business 
Home - Industrial

Electronic Locks - Keypads 
Safes • Handicap openers 

Camera Surveillance

LIN’S LOCK &
KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - 
COMMERCIAL

•Locks •Safes •Door Closers
•Padlocks •Mobile Service

•Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors,
Openers, Springs, Cables,

 Radio Controls
 1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton

 Lin Harrold, CML •  (260)824-3533
 Cell  827-7632

 CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

 PALMER INSURANCE PALMER INSURANCE
 Gregg Gregg Gregg
 Mary C Mary C Mary C

 • Life • Life • Life
 • Health • Health • Health
 • Annuit ies • Annuit ies • Annuit ies
 • Pre-paid • Pre-paid • Pre-paid

LegalLegalLegal
 • ID Theft • ID Theft • ID Theft

 260  547-4516 260  547-4516

 • Medicare Supplements/ • Medicare Supplements/ • Medicare Supplements/
Advantage PlansAdvantage PlansAdvantage Plans

 PALMER INSURANCE PALMER INSURANCE
 Gregg Gregg Gregg
 Mary C Mary C Mary C

 • Life • Life • Life
 • Health • Health • Health
 • Annuit ies • Annuit ies • Annuit ies
 • Pre-paid • Pre-paid • Pre-paid

LegalLegalLegal
 • ID Theft • ID Theft • ID Theft

 260  547-4516 260  547-4516

 • Medicare Supplements/ • Medicare Supplements/ • Medicare Supplements/
Advantage PlansAdvantage PlansAdvantage Plans

LLC

260 701-2975260 701-2975

• Life
• Health
• Annuities
• Pre-paid Legal
• ID Theft

• Medicare Advantage
• Medicare Supplements
• PDP

• Medicare Advantage
• Medicare Supplements
• PDP

• Life
• Health
• Annuities
• Pre-paid Legal
• ID Theft

LOOKING TO BUILD YOUR 

NEW HOME?
I’M YOUR GUY!

NICK HUFFMAN 
REAL ESTATE BROKER / AUCTIONEERREAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS

Building a new home can be an intimidating task. 
As your local home professional, I can help!
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members — Stinson, Leon 
Berning, Andy Stoller, 
Jon Oman, and Dr. Rich-
ard Jackson — have, until 
now, been reluctant to fine 
the company for its delays. 
The amount of the fine 
could apparently be $1,000 
a day.

“It seems to be a very, 
very slow process,” Brown 
said. Stinson put it this way: 
“I think two more weeks and 

something’s got to be done, 
but I want to talk to them 
first.”

Brown, in  his monthly 
report, said some property 
owners from Phase 1 of the 
RSD’s work — in Liberty 
Center (seven) and Mur-
ray (one) — still have not 
connected to the completed 
sanitary sewage collection 
networks in those two com-
munities.

daves@news-banner.com

raise, which would increase 
Jack’s salary from $70,000 
to $75,000 per year. Chich-
ester also requested an addi-
tional week of vacation time 
for Jack, which would bring 
his total vacation time to 3 
weeks per year.

Council member Stepha-
nie Tucker made a motion 
specifically to honor the 
contract and raise the chief’s 
pay as discussed during hir-
ing. Tucker did not include 
the vacation time in this 
motion. This was pointed 
out, however, no other coun-

cil members made a motion 
to increase vacation time. 
Tuckers motion passed.

Larry Heckber, Presi-
dent of the Ossian Revi-
talization Committee and 
founder of the Ossian Cem-
etery Restoration Project, 
made a request to replace 
the flags that are put up 
before Memorial Day and 
taken down after Veteran’s 
Day each year. The flags 
have worn down over the 
years.

The council agreed to pay 
for the new flags. Heckber 
volunteered himself and his 

brother, both veterans, to 
take the flags down and put 
them back up.

Jeff Osborn updated 
the council on the Ossian 
Parks Department, noting 
that the department plans 
to have a booth available at 
Ossian Days later this week. 
Osborn said the summer 
concert series has been suc-
cessful this year, with the 
most recent concert going 
off without a hitch. Osborn 
also reported that Horizon 
Events is making progress 
with the free annual haunted 
house and trail at the Arch-

bold-Wilson Park, which is 
scheduled to be open Oct. 
27-28.

Also at the meeting, the 
town accepted motions to:

• Purchase a new dump 
truck bed and hoist for 
$26,957.

• Pay the WCSO for 
their hours for the month 
of August in the amount of 
$5,457.50.

• Accept a resignation 
from a member of the Storm 
Board, David Bass, who 
expressed his gratitude to 
the town of Ossian.

sydney@news-banner.com

other dignitaries at the ceremony on 
the National Sept. 11 Memorial plaza. 
Instead of remarks from political fig-
ures, the event features victims reading 
the names of the dead and delivering 
brief personal messages.

Some included patriotic decla-
rations about American values and 
thanked first responders and the mili-
tary. One lauded the Navy SEALs who 
killed al-Qaida leader and 9/11 plotter 
Osama bin Laden in Pakistan in 2011. 
Another appealed for peace and justice. 
One acknowledged the many lives lost 
in the post-9/11 “War on Terror.” And 
many shared reflections on missing 
loved ones.

“Though we never met, I am hon-
ored to carry your name and legacy 
with me,” said Manuel João DaMota 
Jr., who was born after his father and 
namesake died.

To Gabrielle Gabrielli, reading 
names “is the biggest honor of my 

life.” She lost her uncle and godfather, 
Richard Gabrielle.

“We have to keep the memory of 
everybody who died alive. This is their 
legacy,” Gabrielli said, heading into the 
ceremony.

Biden, a Democrat, became the first 
president to commemorate Sept. 11 in 
the western U.S. He and his predeces-
sors have gone to one or another of 
the attack sites in most years, though 
Republican George W. Bush and Dem-
ocrat Barack Obama each marked the 
anniversary on the White House lawn 
at times, and Obama also visited Fort 
Meade in Maryland.

Warning of a rise in extremism and 
political violence, Biden told service 
members and their families that “every 
generation has to fight” to preserve 
U.S. democracy.

“That’s why the terrorists targeted 
us in the first place – our freedom, our 
openness, our institutions. They failed. 
But we must remain vigilant,” he said.

First lady Jill Biden laid a wreath 
at the 9/11 memorial at the Pentagon, 
where a giant American flag hung over 
the side of the building. Earlier, bells 
tolled, and musicians played taps at 
9:37 a.m., the time when one of the 
hijacked jets hit the military headquar-
ters.

“As the years go by, it may feel that 
the world is moving on or even forget-
ting what happened here on Sept. 11, 
2001,” but the Defense Department 
will always remember, Secretary Lloyd 
Austin said. He deployed to Iraq in the 
war that followed the attack.

Harris’ husband, Doug Emhoff, laid a 
wreath at the Flight 93 National Memo-
rial near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, 
where another plane crashed after pas-
sengers tried to storm the cockpit. Earlier 
Monday at the memorial, a rabbi from 
Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life synagogue, 
where a gunman killed 11 worshippers 
in 2018, called for ensuring that younger 
people know about 9/11. (Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)
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Project irritations

9/11 anniversary

Weather disasters
Wisconsin, Ohio, Tennes-
see and Georgia; deadly 
flooding in the Northeast 
and Pennsylvania in the 
second week of July; and a 
late June outbreak of severe 
storms in Missouri, Illinois 
and Indiana.

“This year a lot of the 
action has been across the 
center states, north cen-
tral, south and southeastern 
states,” Smith said.

Experts say the United 
States has to do more to 
adapt to increased disasters 

because they will only get 
worse.

“The climate has already 
changed and neither the 
built environment nor the 
response systems are keep-
ing up with the change,” 
said former Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
director Craig Fugate, who 
wasn’t part of the NOAA 
report.

The increase in weather 
disasters is consistent with 
what climate scientists have 
long been saying, along 
with a possible boost from a 

natural El Nino, University 
of Arizona climate scientist 
Katharine Jacobs said.

“Adding more energy 
to the atmosphere and the 
oceans will increase intensi-
ty and frequency of extreme 
events,” said Jacobs, who 
was not part of the NOAA 
report. “Many of this year’s 
events are very unusual and 
in some cases unprecedent-
ed.”

Smith said he thought the 
2020 record would last for a 
long time because the 20 bil-
lion-dollar disasters that year 

smashed the old record of 16.
It didn’t, and now he no 

longer believes new records 
will last long.

Stanford University cli-
mate scientist Chris Field 
called the trend in billion-
dollar disasters “very trou-
bling.”

“But there are things we 
can do to reverse the trend,” 
Field said. “If we want to 
reduce the damages from 
severe weather, we need to 
accelerate progress on both 
stopping climate change and 
building resilience.”

(Continued from Page 1)

McCarthy juggles 
(Continued from Page 1)
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INCIDENTS
City:
Friday, 2:37 p.m., 700 

block of West Horton Street. 
Caller reported a bike 
found in their backyard. No 
description.

Friday, 3:16 p.m., 400 
block of East Ohio Street. 
Caller reported child did not 
get off the bus from school. 
Child mistakenly boarded 
a different bus and was 
returned home safely.

Fr iday,  4 :43 p .m. , 
McDonald’s. Report of an 
older male yelling and caus-
ing ongoing issues. Man was 
issued trespass warning and 
asked to leave.

Friday, 5:42 p.m., Bluff-
ton Regional Medical Cen-
ter. Report of sexual abuse 
allegations, referred to the 
Wells County Sheriff ’s 
Department since the inci-
dent occurred in the county.

Friday, 6:28 p.m., 100 
block of South Johnson 
Street. Individual warned for 
trespassing.

Friday, 8:19 p.m., 1500 
block of Ridgewood Lane. 
Report of a dog barking. 
Officers knocked on door of 
residence, no answer.

Left voicemail for owner.
Friday, 10:10 p.m., 900 

block of West Washington 
Street. Caller reported ani-
mal barking nonstop. Dog 
owner’s girlfriend advised 
she would check on them.

Friday, 11:39 p.m.,500 
block of West Miller Street. 
Caller requested assistance 
with ongoing issues. Officer 
spoke with subject.

Saturday, 1:05 a.m., 
Bluffton Regional Medical 
Center. Caller requested to 
speak to an officer in regards 
to finding shelter.

Saturday, 7:30 a.m., Air-
plane Express and Service 
Station. Report of medica-
tion found in parking lot.

Saturday, 8:51 a.m., 
North Main and East Market 
streets. Report of a large dog 
running into traffic. Did not 
locate Clifford.

Saturday, 11:01 a.m., 
South Adams Street and East 
100 South. Report of 2 dogs 
in the road. Dogs appeared 
to have collars and tags and 
went into bean field.

Saturday, 12:59 p.m., 
Arby’s. Report of a wallet. 
Owner contacted.

Saturday, 3:56 p.m., 
Eyecare Associates. Caller 
requested assistance with 
woman, woman left before 
officer arrived.

Saturday, 6:24 p.m., 
Mariachi Loco. Multiple 
callers reported a man 
attempted to leave without 
paying for his bill. Man paid 
after he spoke to officers.

Sunday, 12:56 a.m., Air-
plane Express and Service 
Station. Caller requested ride 
to look for property. Officer 
gave courtesy transport to 
river and bridge to look.

Sunday, 10:29 a.m., 
200 block of East Townley 
Street. Caller reported a man 
possibly using meth and 
having hallucinations. Offi-

cers detained the subject.
Sunday, 4:57 p.m., Save 

On Liquor South. Report of 
a subject on property with 
previous trespass warning.

Sunday, 9:46 p.m., Bluff-
ton Police Department. Sub-
ject requested resources for a 
person who is being abused. 
Did not give any info.

Monday, 1:00 a.m., 300 
block of West Wabash Street. 
Caller reported woman 
screaming and yelling. Offi-
cers spoke to woman.

Monday, 7:12 a.m., 
Walmart. Report of semi 
truck in parking lot. Officer 
knocked on windows, no 
response.

Monday, 7:51 a.m., Bluff-
ton Regional Medical Center. 
Officer transported woman 
to The Rescue Mission.

Monday, 11:37 a.m., 
Velocity Motors. Lost 
license plate reported.

Ossian:
Friday, 7:36 a.m., North 

100 East and East 900 
North, Ossian. Driver issued 
citation for speeding.

Friday, 7:51 a.m., North 
100 East and Ind. 224, 
Ossian. Driver issued cita-
tion for speeding and warned 
for failure to update his driv-
er license within 30 days.

Saturday, 9:44 p.m., 100 
Block of East Roe Street, 
Ossian. Caller reported sub-
ject made threats. Subjects 
issued warning for trespass-
ing.

Monday, 7:18 a.m., 
11000 North 100 West, 
Ossian. Welfare check was 
requested.

Monday, 8:10 a.m., North 
100 East and Ind. 224, 
Ossian. Driver requested 
report for deer accident.

County:
Friday, 12:22 p.m., South 

Main and West Cherry 
streets, Liberty Center. 
Report of a small child alone 
at the park. Parents advised 
someone left the door 
open and the child ran out, 
advised to use extra locks 
and safeguards.

Friday, 5:35 p.m., 7800 
block of East Oblique Road, 
Bluffton. Caller reported 
someone going through his 
home and stealing his sons 
wallet.

Friday, 11:00 p.m., South 
400 West and West 800 
South, Poneto. Welfare check 
requested for man walking 
on the side of the road.  Offi-
cers were unable to locate.

Saturday, 7:16 p.m., near 
6800 South 700 West, War-
ren. Caller reported issue 
with subjects potentially 
entering the house. Subjects 
denied the accusation but 
stated they did go onto the 
property to feed dogs.

Saturday, 7:54 p.m., 5900 
South Market Street, Poneto. 
Caller reported issues with 
juveniles possibly breaking 
and entering house under 
construction. Officers found 
six juveniles, some of which 
had been drinking alcohol. 
Parents were contacted.

Saturday, 11:26 p.m., 
2400 North Main Street, 

Craigville. Caller reported 
finding drugs outside.

Sunday, 5:11 p.m., Ind. 3 
and West 750 South, Warren. 
Abandoned vehicle towed.

Sunday, 7:16 p.m., 1000 
block of West 300 South, 
Bluffton. Officer served pro-
tection order to Ryan Stinson.

Sunday, 9:16 p.m., South 
Market and West Washing-
ton streets, Poneto. Caller 
reported suspicious activity.

Monday, 3:56 a.m., Wells 
County Jail. Warrant was 
served.

Monday, 5:07 a.m., Ind. 
116 and North Meridian 
Road, Bluffton. Report of 
a deer in the roadway. Deer 
was removed.

Monday, 8:23 a.m., 4000 
East Ind. 124, Bluffton. Wel-
fare check requested for man 
near field along 124. Man 
advised he did not want any 
help and walk going to walk 
to Fort Wayne.

Monday, 11:52 a.m., Wells 
County Jail. Warrant served 
to subject in jail currently.

ACCIDENTS
City:
Friday, 12:47 p.m., Ind. 1 

and Ind. 124. Charles Hunt 
advised he was in the cen-
ter turn lane when Manuel 
Regina’s Chevrolet HHR 
merged into Hunt’s Ford 
F-150. Hunt entered the cen-
ter two way left turn lane 
and was traveling South to 
enter the left turn only lane 
to turn onto Ind. 124. Hunt 
was informed he did not use 
the turn lane correctly. Dam-
ages not exceeding $5,000.

County:
Friday, 6:58 a.m., West 

900 South and South 100 
West. Taylor J. Thompson 
was traveling westbound 
on 900 South when a deer 
struck the right front corner 
of her Chevrolet Bolt. Dam-
ages not exceeding $10,000.

ARRESTS
Joshua D Huffman, 41, 

Montpelier, charged with 
one count of child molest-
ing, a Level 1 felony and one 
count of child molesting, a 
Level 4 felony. Bond set at 
$80,000.

Jordan Timothy Tierney, 
27, Bluffton, charged with 
controlled substance - pos-
session of paraphernalia, A 
Class A misdemeanor.

Robby Lee Bullard, 37, 
Hartford City, charged with 
battery against a public safe-
ty official, a Level 5 felony, 
resisting law enforcement, 
a Level 6 felony, criminal 
trespassing and resisting law 
enforcement, both Class A 
misdemeanor’s.

Blainlee Engel Wygant, 
30, Huntington, charged 
with motor vehicle - habitual 
offender, a Level 6 felony, 
operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated, a Class C mis-
demeanor, and operating a 
vehicle while intoxicated 
causing endangerment, a 
Class A misdemeanor.

L O C A L / A R E A TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2023 • The News-Banner • Page 3

Police NotebookOBITUARIES

Worship
    Night is 

back
and ...

You’re Invited
Join us Wednesday, Sept. 13 at 7 p.m.

(and the second Wednesday of each month through May)
for a celebration of praise, communion and prayer.

We extend a special invitation to those churches 
who have experienced disaffiliation.

Tower Life Center
(formerly ZUM)

11811 N. Wayne St., Zanesville
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www.thomarich.com

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Calling: 2-8 p.m. 
Wednesday at the 

funeral home.
Services: 10:30 a.m., 
Thursday, April 17, at 

the funeral home with 
calling for one hour 
prior to the service.

VISITATION & SERVICES

Calling: 2 - 3 p.m. 
Saturday, March 6.

Family Service: 3 p.m. 
Saturday, March 6 at 

the funeral home.
  Friends wishing to watch Gene’s 

service can do so from the safety of 
their home, utilizing a Zoom Meeting. 
You can login using the Zoom Meeting 
I.D. # 899 9769 1585 and you can login 

after 1:15 P.M. on Monday. 

Calling: 3 - 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, September 12 and 

one hour prior to the service.
Service: 10:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, September 13 
at the funeral home.

Friends wishing to participate in Patty’s 
service but are unable to attend can utilize a 
Zoom Meeting. You can login using the Zoom 
Meeting I.D. # 773 520 7951 after 10:15 a.m. 

Wednesday to watch the service. 

Patty L. Glenn

Nancy Lavon Cripe, 71, of Bluffton, 
died Saturday morning, Sept. 9, 2023, at 
Lutheran Hospital in Fort Wayne.

Nancy was born in Columbia City on Aug. 
3, 1952, to Forrest M. and Eleanor (Woolley) 
Barney. She married Daniel W. Cripe in Fort 
Wayne on July 19, 1980; he survives.

In addition to her husband, Nancy is 
survived by two daughters; Karissa Cripe 
of Kan. and Joey Jones of Smithville, Mo.; 
two sons, Jared Cripe of Decatur and For-
rest (Amanda) Cripe of Decatur; seven 

grandchildren and three great-grandchil-
dren; along with two sisters, Kay Schoeff 
of Warsaw and Janet Matson of Calif.

Aside from her parents, Nancy was pre-
ceded in death by her stepfather, Charles 
Rice.

Per Nancy’s wishes, no public services 
are planned at this time. Goodwin – Cale 
& Harnish Memorial Chapel in Bluffton has 
been entrusted with the arrangements.

Online condolences may be made at 
www.goodwincaleharnish.com.

Nancy Lavon Cripe, 71

Suzanne (Susie) Jacobs Sha-
dle, 95, passed away Sunday 
morning, Sept. 10, 2023 at 
Parkview-Huntington Hospi-
tal. Susie was born July 13, 
1928 to William H. and Mary 
(Gavin) Smith. She was a 1946 
graduate of Liberty Center 
High School, and her post 
high school education degree 
was from Wayne University of 
Beauty Culture.

 She began her career at 
Jackie’s Beauty Shop in Warren and in 
1968 continued at the Warren United 
Methodist Memorial Home beauty shop 
where she worked for 36 years. Susie 
loved watching IU basketball, Chicago 
Cubs baseball, and enjoyed collecting all 
kinds of cardinals – her favorite bird.

Susie was married to Joe M. Jacobs on 
Sept. 30, 1950. He preceded her in death 
on April 25, 1981. A second marriage was 
to Wilbur Shadle on Jan. 16, 2004, who 
also preceded her in death on May 23, 
2014.

Survivors include daughters, Jo Oswalt 
(Joe Stites) of Indianapolis, and Carol 
(Denny) Yontz of Fort Wayne; and son 
James (Jill) Jacobs of Montpelier. Grand-
children include, Mark Wilson, Kim (Cory) 
Brewster, Susan (Matt) Kinney, Amie (Nick) 
Lieurance, Kari (Mark) Hull, Diane (Justin) 
Carroll, John (Maddie) Jacobs, and Jared 
Jacobs. Great-grandchildren include Adela 

and Aidan Brewster, Austin 
and Gavin Kinney, Audrey, Viv-
ian and Blythe Lieurance, Luke, 
Simon and Hattie Hull, Brayden, 
Keeton, Jaycee and Rylee Car-
roll, and Jenson and Jentry 
Jacobs.

Stepchildren include Gloria 
(Jerry) Mahan of Hartford City 
and Rex Shadle of New Pales-
tine. Step-grandchildren include 
Michelle Williams, Kevin (Tonia) 
Mahan, Jeffrey Mahan, Brett 

Mahan, Martin (Jennifer) Shadle, Austin 
(Laurie) Shadle and Olivia Shadle. There are 
also 20 beloved step-great and great-great 
grandchildren. She is also survived by her 
brother, Tom (Sue) Smith of Huntington.

Funeral services will be held at 10:30 
a.m. Thursday Sept. 14, 2023, at the 
Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in 
Bluffton with Rev. Amy Beitelschees-Albers 
officiating. Burial will follow at Six Mile 
Cemetery in Bluffton.

Visitation will take place from 3 p.m. to 
7 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2023, at the 
funeral home, and for one hour prior to 
the service on Thursday. Memorials may 
be made in Susie’s memory, to Calvary 
Lutheran Church in Bluffton.

Funeral arrangements have been entrust-
ed to the care of the Lemler family of 
Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluff-
ton. Friends can send online condolences 
to the family at www.thomarich.com.

Suzanne Jacobs Shadle, 95

Marion MacLane Williams, 
95, of Bluffton passed away on 
Friday, July 28, 2023, at River 
Terrace Estates in Bluffton. 

Marion was born on Dec. 
13, 1927, in Lynn, Mass. She 
received her B.A. in elementary 
education from the University 
of New Hampshire in Durham, 
N.H., and her M.A. in childhood 
education from St. Francis 
College in Fort Wayne. 

She worked as an elementary 
school teacher for 30 years in Clinton, 
N.Y., and in the Fort Wayne school system. 
She also worked as a homemaker, raising 
four children with her husband, Frederick 
Williams. 

Marion was active in her community 
— she was known for her piano-playing 
skill and was the Church Organist at 
Ossian Presbyterian Church for 30 years. 
She belonged to Sigma Alpha Iota, a 
music sorority, and was a member of 
the Organist Guild, University Women, 
Sargasso Book Club, Red Hatters and 
various bridge clubs. Marion and her 
husband Fred were long time supporters 
of the Fort Wayne Philharmonic and 
WBNI, the local PBS station. Marion and 
her husband were avid golfers at Parlor 

City Country Club. Marion was 
known to have a zest for living. 
This was evidenced through her 
musical contributions and her 
ever-present reading interest. 

She is survived by her 
children, Stan (Carol) Williams of 
St. Augustine, Fla., Anson (Sabine 
James) Williams of Chester, 
Virg., Patricia (John) Sheehan 
of Park Ridge, Ill., and Ralph 
(Alice) Williams of Newcastle, 
Calif.; four grandchildren, Zane 

Williams of St. Augustine, Fla., and Laura 
Sheehan (Philip) Suprise, Andrew Sheehan, 
and Tim Sheehan of Chicago; and one 
great-granddaughter, Zoe Suprise (6 mos) 
of Chicago. 

She was preceded in death by her 
husband of 56 years, Frederick Allen 
Williams; parents, Stanley Robinson 
MacLane and Laura Newell MacLane of 
Alstead, N.H.; and her brother, Donald 
MacLane, of Geneseo, N.Y. 

A Memorial Service will be held at 
2 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 17, 2023, at 
Ossian Presbyterian Church, 123 South 
Jefferson Street in Ossian, with an 
informal reception to follow. Memorial 
Contributions may be made to Wells 
County Public Library in Ossian.

Marion Williams, 95

Monthly Legion breakfast Saturday
The American Legion Post 111 will host their monthly 

all-you-can-eat breakfast from 8-10 a.m. on Saturday, Sept. 
16. The cost is $11 for adults and $5 for children ages 5 to 
12. Children under five years of age eat for free. The post 
home is at 111 W. Washington St. in Bluffton.

Corrections and clarifications
Photos on page 1 of Monday’s News-Banner included 

ones from Art Appreciation Day taken Saturday morning at 
the Parlor City Plaza, including a photo of two young sing-
ers who were not identified. The two were Emily Maggard 
and Emma Shane.

Street Fair apparel now available 
Street Fair souvinir shirts are now available for purchase at the Street Fair office, Parlor City 
Trophy & Apparel or at https://blufftonfreestreetfair2023.itemorder.com/shop/sale/. The 2023 
design, Growing The Future 2023, is available in peach, tan, grey and blue. Styles include 
t-shirts, long sleeve t-shirts, hoodies and crew sweatshirts. (Photo provided)
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A day in a rural Rwandan 
community with five artisans

Aristotle coined the phrase, “The 
soul never thinks without an image.” 

I think of those seven words often, 
including when I walk into our living 
room and look at the wall. Hanging on 
our wall are three hand-made colorful 
baskets.

Those three teal and tan baskets 
take me back to June when my wife 
and I spent a day in a rural village in 
east Africa learning about everyday 
Rwandan life from five women who 
work as artisans. 

The three baskets are made from dyed natural sisal 
fibers and woven over a core of forest grasses. Sisal 
fiber comes from an agave and is the perfect fiber to 
make such baskets due to how strong and durable it is, 
we learned.

It took us a couple of minutes to pick out the baskets 
in a store and about five minutes to hang them on our 
wall. It took the talented artisan who made them, how-
ever, two to three days to weave each one by hand.

It was one of a myriad of “things” we learned and 
were amazed by as Jen and I spent “A Day in the Life 
of an Artisan” experience with the organization Azizi 
Life.

Jen had known about the organization for quite 
some time, as it started in partnership with Food for the 
Hungry when she was studying abroad in Rwanda in 
college more than a decade ago. 

The products they sell are called fair trade, which 
means the artisans receive the funds for the products 
they make. 

By spending the day with a group of artisans (and 
a translator), we were able to get a glimpse into their 
work and their everyday lives.

We left the capital city of Kigali early in the morning 
to drive almost two hours outside of the city to a rural 
community where we met five women who live there. 
The women are part of a group called “Helping Our 
Homes,” and they focus on using their skills and talents 
as artisans to create products they sell to earn extra 
income for their families.

Moments after we arrived and greeted our new 
friends with hugs and handshakes, they gave us a new 
outfit to wear made of traditional Rwandan fabrics.

Clad in our new clothes, our first task of the day was 
to go on a short hike to a near-by field and gather the 
ingredients we would need to make lunch. We saw a 
myriad of cassava plants, which are similar to yuca. Our 
first job was to dig up the plant’s root, peel the cassava 
plant and then clean it so that it could be cooked.

Next, we helped prepare a field for planting. Later, 
we cut some grass from another field to feed to the 
neighbor’s cow.

From there, we hiked down a hill to a well that had 
a spigot. This spot is where the community members 
walk every day with buckets to gather water to carry 
back to their homes to boil, as it is not safe to drink 
from the tap.

We spent a couple of hours working alongside our 
new friends and getting to know them through the help 
of our translator as we shared stories about our families 
and lives.

By 1 p.m., we were all ready for lunch as we sat 
down in Beatriz’s living room to enjoy a big plate of 
beans, cassava, sweet potato and avocado.

After lunch, we learned that the five women we were 
visiting specialize in making earrings for Azizi Life. 
This news made Jen’s day, as she loves the earrings that 
Azizi Life sells and wears them often.

What happened next absolutely amazed me as I 
observed how they make these earrings.

We walked to a plant where one of the women cut 
off a long leaf that to my untrained eyes appeared to be 
aloe vera. (It wasn’t.)

Next, she cut off the ends and made a few more cuts 
on the long leaf. Suddenly, she was removing individual 
pure white fibers from the large leaf that were the same 
texture as dental floss yet much stronger that what we 
use to clean our teeth.

We learned that the women dye the fibers using 
water and a powdered color so that the earrings they 
create are colorful. 

Jen caught on quickly as the women taught us to 
make earrings; let’s just say that I won’t be going into 
the earring business anytime soon. I’d probably still be 
sitting there today trying to make my first pair if one of 
our new friends had not jumped in to show me (e.g. do 
it for me). 

Jen and I were both amazed at how fast our new 
friends could weave the earrings that they gave Jen to 
bring home. By the end of the day, it was one of many 
aspects of their lives that amazed us.

We had spent the first two days of our time in 
Rwanda in the city. Our day trip to the rural village, 
however, gave us a small glimpse into what life is like 
for many people who live in the country’s small towns 
and rural villages and the challenges they face every 
day.

I’m reminded of that perspective every morning and 
every evening as I look at the baskets hanging on our 
wall and think about the day we spent in a rural east 
African community.

The soul never thinks without an image.
jdpeeper2@hotmail.com

Justin
 Peeper

You could fill many cookbooks with the recipes 
being offered to ease division in American public 
life. Many are rooted in wishful thinking. But when it 
comes to religion - one of the most divisive topics in 
U.S. politics - there are glimmers of hope for a better 
conversation.

Over the past several months, an old truth has 
become new again: Houses of worship and other 
religious institutions play an essential role in promot-
ing social connectedness, mutual aid and community 
building.

What has brought this realization to life is wide-
spread concern over the rise of loneliness and decline 
of forces that pull communities together. With reli-
gious disaffiliation soaring, especially among younger 
Americans, there is reason to worry that secular alter-
natives to religious civil society are not growing fast 
enough to fill the void. Even if secular social spaces 
proliferate, a society suffering from disconnection 
can ill afford to lose any of its community-building 
capacity.

And there can be no denying that faith-based 
groups do that sort of work. As Daniel A. Cox, a 
senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute 
(and former student of mine at Georgetown Univer-
sity), reported in a 2021 paper: “Americans who are 
members of a place of worship are much more likely 
than those who are not to volunteer in the community 
at least a few times a year (47 percent vs. 23 percent), 
talk to someone in their community they do not know 
well (64 percent vs. 54 percent), and attend a com-
munity meeting or local event (60 percent vs. 41 per-
cent).” They are also “more likely than others to feel 
connected to their neighborhood and the people who 
live there (58 percent vs. 46 percent).”

But an appreciation of religion must be joined 
with an acceptance of its paradoxes: It can be both 
unifying and divisive, promote both dissent and con-
formity, bring forth both self-criticism and tribal self-
satisfaction. What’s required to move forward is for 
religious people to face up to the downsides of faith’s 
public role and for religion’s critics to cultivate grati-
tude for how it enriches our common life.

On the negative side: The public voices of White 
Christianity especially have moved well to the right, 
in too many cases toward an embrace of a deeply 
intolerant ethno-nationalism. This has only acceler-
ated the flight from religion, especially in more pro-
gressive, younger generations.

As a liberal Catholic, I welcomed Pope Francis’s 
recent warning against “a very strong reactionary 
attitude” among parts of the American Catholic lead-
ership and a “climate of closure” in which “ideology 

replaces faith.”
Yes, liberals need to worry about ideol-

ogy replacing faith, too. But Francis is right 
that if religion becomes a synonym for reac-
tion, many will fall by the wayside. As the 
traditions of the Black church have remind-
ed us again and again, the prophetic power 
of religion must place love and justice at 
its core, or else it becomes, in the words 
of Saint Paul, “a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal.”

But critics of conservative religion need 
to remember that community-mindedness 
is not just a habit of progressives. As Cox’s 
data shows, it is a virtue that crosses lines of tradition 
and ideology.

Here’s what’s heartening about the new turn in the 
conversation: Many secular people and progressives 
are lifting up religion’s socially constructive role. My 
Post colleague Perry Bacon Jr., who left the church, 
wrote powerfully last month about a “church-size 
hole in American life,” noting that even attractive 
secular alternatives did not provide “singing, sermons 
and solidarity all at once.”

Two of the leading public voices highlighting 
the costs of rising loneliness, Sen. Chris Murphy 
(D-Conn.) and Surgeon General Vivek H. Murthy, 
have similarly cited the role of churches in combating 
isolation and building personal and neighborly bonds. 
In his report “Our Epidemic of Loneliness and Isola-
tion,” Murthy was direct: “Religious or faith-based 
groups can be a source for regular social contact, 
serve as a community of support, provide mean-
ing and purpose, create a sense of belonging around 
shared values and beliefs, and are associated with 
reduced risk-taking behaviors.”

It’s true that very few people decide to believe in 
God (or not) for reasons of social utility, and humans 
have argued for centuries over whether religious faith 
is good or bad for the world. Even those who share 
my tilt toward the positive side in this debate must 
acknowledge that religion has been mobilized for evil 
purposes and that religious leaders (like all human 
beings) have shown ample capacity for sin and cor-
ruption - another reason so many have fled to the 
ranks of the disaffiliated.

Nonetheless, critics of religion who rightly preach 
the value of open-mindedness should apply that virtue 
in their approach to people of faith and the institu-
tions they build. Doing so won’t work miracles. But it 
might help us recognize that the path to truth and to a 
less fractious society often takes unexpected turns.

Follow E.J. Dionne @EJDionne on X (formerly Twitter).

E.J. 
Dionne

We need a truce in our wars over 
religion. Here’s a glimmer of hope.

No, we aren’t Rome
An op-Ed in The New 

York Times warns, as 
the headline puts it, that 
“America is an empire 
in decline,” and finds 
a precedent in imperial 
Rome.

The piece, written by 
the co-author of a new 
book, “Why Empires 
Fall: Rome, America, and 
the Future of the West,” 
shows that the cottage 
industry in comparisons 
between the United 
States and Rome is as robust as ever.

It is an irresistible temptation to 
superimpose the history of Rome and 
especially its decline and fall — an 
enduring subject of fascination — on 
top of our own experience and future.

Both conservatives and progres-
sives are prone to their own versions 
of this narrative, tending to empha-
size either moral decline or imperial 
over-stretch respectively.

But the most important thing to 
know about us and our supposed 
imperial forbear is that we aren’t 
Rome and aren’t experiencing any of 
the most direct, spectacular causes of 
its fall.

It’s become fashionable among 
some scholars to argue that there was 
no fall. There were no barbarian inva-
sions. There was no material decline. 
Nothing to see here — simply evolu-
tionary change.

It is true that Rome’s fall — a 
long, messy process — didn’t unfold 
with the pleasing cinematic simplicity 
that the popular imagination might 

believe; the extent of the barbar-
ian population transfers has been 
exaggerated and the Eastern 
half of the empire lived on for 
another 1,000 years.

Still, the Western Roman 
Empire unquestionably fell, with 
disastrous consequences for a 
long time. It’s just that dragging 
us into it is wildly off base.

Rome tore itself apart with 
constant assassinations, usurpa-
tions, and civil wars. It weak-
ened itself economically and 
militarily, while confronting 

challenges from armed bands on its 
borders that it became incapable of 
handling as it steadily lost its territory 
and sources of financial support to 
barbarian groups.

At the same time, it had to grapple 
with the Persian Empire to the East.

Is this happening to the United 
States? Well, an armed contingent of 
Quebecers isn’t (like the Visigoths) 
wandering throughout the United 
States, fighting periodic battles with 
the U.S. military and seeking sub-
sidies from the U.S. Senate before 
besieging — and eventually sacking 
— Washington, D.C.

Migrants to the United States don’t 
settle en masse in national group-
ings led by military leaders seeking 
power and preferment. They disperse 
throughout the country and take ille-
gal jobs as busboys and the like.

U.S. presidents have to worry 
about declining poll numbers, a recal-
citrant congressional opposition, and 
reelection campaigns.

They don’t, like Roman emper-

ors, need to think all the time about 
potential assassinations and armed 
usurpers. They don’t need to worry 
that if they assign a general to take 
over, say, CENTCOM, he will use 
the position to muster the troops and 
resources to challenge for power 
himself. They don’t need to consider 
the positioning of military forces 
with an eye to checking internal 
enemies.

Jan. 6 was disgraceful day but a 
blip hardly worth mentioning relative 
to the perpetual, large-scale internal 
disorder in imperial Rome.

The 1st Infantry Division isn’t 
marching on Washington, D.C., from 
Fort Riley, Kansas, and fighting a 
pitched battle with the 4th Marine 
Division devastating to the country-
side somewhere in Ohio.

None of this is to deny that the 
United States and the West may have 
entered a period of what will ulti-
mately prove to be terminal decline 
or that rivals, most notably China, are 
on the rise. It is to say that unless our 
representative democracy degener-
ates into an unelected dictatorship 
with no reliable means of succession 
and Canada and Mexico begin to eat 
away at our territory, the story of our 
decline is not going to track closely 
with that of Rome, a vastly different 
polity, at a different time.

By all means, study the history of 
Rome for its own sake and for the 
insights it affords into human nature 
and the roots of the Western world. 
But the moral of the story needn’t be 
about 21st-century America.

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry

Rich
Lowry
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School is back in session since 
Labor Day is over. The kids are all 
involved in sports and music and other 
different academic and social clubs 
and organizations.

There is not too much going on in 
town right now but remember that the 
Town Council will meet at the Zanes-
ville Town Hall building on Tuesday, 
Sept. 19, at 6:30 p.m. and all are wel-
come to attend.

If you are interested in what the 
Lions Club is doing you may be able 
to come to their meeting tonight at the 
clubhouse at 6:30 p.m. The address is 
3088 W. VanHorn Street and the build-
ing is at the ballpark. A light meal is 
served at 6:30 with a short program 
and information on the rest of the 
year’s projects to follow.

Be in special prayer for all who are 
having health problems.

As reported to me those fighting 
cancer are: Frank Ratcliffe, Randy 
Dammeyer, and Sandra Flum.

Those recovering are: Dan Platt 
from a stroke, Alyssa Sheley from gall 
bladder surgery, and Abi Fromm from 
her heart transplant.

As I write this article I need to send 
a plea out to anyone who has the time 
and will put out the effort to mow the 
ballpark next year. For several years 
now we have been mowed by vol-
unteers and just in the past few years 
Randy Frick has been doing the mow-
ing. Now Randy tells me he is return-
ing to driving truck and will not be 
able to fit the bill for next year. Please 
call me if you are interested even if it 

is for one week out of the month. The 
team that contracts the actual diamond 
takes care of the mowing inside the 
fence.

Did you know that Union Center’s 
Independents won the Wells County 
Independent Basketball League Cham-
pionship in 1945-46? Each player’s 
year of graduation from Union Cen-
ter is in parenthesis. They were: John 
Hoopingarner (34), Woodrow Pence 
(36), Max Wilson (45), Denver Slater 
(38) with manager Curly Burnau (35), 
Dewey Hobbs from Lafayette Central, 
George Schwartz (39), Dale Hoop-
ingarner (44) and ‘Bud’ Jacobs (38). 
Don’t you wonder what these guys 
would do today against high school 
teams?

Zanesville News by Melba Edwards

Masonic Lodge history program at the museum Sunday

New faces at Bluffton’s 1st Presbyterian Church include the 
church’s new Pastor Rev. Terry Epling, at left, and Candidate 
for Ordained Ministry Sandra Garcia, at right. (Photo by Bar-
bara Barbieri)

By BARBARA
BARBIERI

Members of Bluffton’s 
First Presbyterian Church 
welcomed two new faces 
to their midst in August as 
they not only welcomed 
their new Pastor Rev. Terry 
Epling but also Sandra 
Garcia, a Candidate for 
Ordained Ministry, under 
the care of the Whitewater 
Valley Presbytery.

Pastor Epling graduated 
from Louisville seminary in 
1995 and has served in Wis-
consin, Missouri and Indi-
ana—most recently at Trin-
ity Presbyterian Church in 
Fort Wayne. He is married 
to the Rev. Dr. Anne Epling, 
pastor of the First Presbyte-
rian Church in downtown 
Fort Wayne.

The Eplings reside in 
Fort Wayne and have four 
children. Their oldest is 
Henry who graduated from 
the College of Wooster and 
works in Fort Wayne as 
an environmental special-
ist; Tommy graduated from 
the University of Denver 
and is a special education 
teacher in the Denver Public 
Schools; Julia is a junior at 
Miami University in Ohio 
studying English Education 
and their youngest Charlotte 
is a sophomore at Home-
stead High School, play-
ing clarinet in the band and 
excels at piano and Spanish.

In accepting the call 
to the church here Pastor 
Epling explains that he has 

found that “the church has a 
deep history of community 
involvement, Christian spiri-
tual formation and engag-
ing worship that connected 
with his own commitments 
to connecting body, mind 
and spirit in service to God’s 
mission.” 

“The congregation’s 
newly constructed labyrinth 
is a physical expression of 
its desire to meet people 
where they are to help them 
become more centered in 
their walk of faith,” Epling 
continued.

Over the next year Pastor 
Epling will be a mentor for 
Pastor Garcia, who also is a 
Fort Wayne resident along 
with her husband Martin 
Garcia. 

As she prepares for her 
ordination, she is required to 
engage in supervised min-
istry within a congregation. 
Here she will be employed 
as an Assistant Pastor 
spending 12 to 15 hours a 
week and most Sundays on 
site. She also will continue 
taking classes in Indianapo-
lis at  Christian Theological 
Seminary.

Sandra and her hus-
band Martin Garcia, who 
also is a pastor at Fort 
Wayne’s Amistad Presbyte-
rian Church, conduct a radio 
show once a week on Satur-
days from 10 a.m. until noon 
with information relevant to 
the Latino community. To 
check it out go to amistadfw.
com and weltfm.019.

New faces at First Presbyterian

On Sunday, Sept. 17, at 2 p.m. the Wells County Historical 
Museum Annex will be hosting a program about the history 
of Masonic Lodges in Bluffton.

Chuck Michael and Matthew Butterfield, representatives 
of the Bluffton Lodge will present the program. Of note is 

that the Indiana department of natural Resources featured 
he Bluffton Masonic Lodge on their Historic Preservation of 
Indiana Fraternal Organizations poster this year.

The public is invited to this free program which will 
include a video tour of some of these historic buildings.

Jefferson Homemakers hold September meeting
The meeting opened at 1 p.m. 

with Mary Ann thanking Judy Kaehr 
and Sharon Jump for hosting the 
September meeting at the Library.

The thought of the month: “A 
happy heart makes the face cheer-
ful.”

The inspiration was given by 
Sharon reading a prayer, “Peace in 
Ukraine.” 

The pledge to the Flag and Creed 
were led by Sharon and Judy Kaehr.

Roll call was answered by 11 
ladies by sharing a street fair mem-
ory.

Mary Ann asked the trivia ques-
tion “What city celebrated Labor 
Day first and what President made 
Labor Day a Federal Holiday?” She 
told the answer: Grover Cleveland 
in New York in 1896.

The Health and Safety lesson was 
given by Sharon Jump on “Sorting 
out Good Carbohydrates”. Eating 
whole grains, beans, lentils, and nuts 
protect you from getting liver and 
heart disease, and if you are diabet-
ic, healthy carbs can help keep you 
healthy.

The secretary’s minutes from the 
July picnic was read by Carol Baker, 
secretary, and approved.

The treasurer’s report was given 

by Margie Russ and was accepted.
A club collection was taken for 

five cents in the words STREET 
FAIR, and a voluntary collection 
was taken for Coins for Friendship/
Nickels for Leadership.

Mary Ann read an interesting and 
humorous list of sayings older peo-
ple say. Needless to say we all had 
heard them one time or another.

Two cards were signed for two 
members who were recuperating 
from an illness and surgery.

Birthdays are being celebrated in 
September by the following: Carol 
Baker on the 7th, Lesley Tillman on 
the 9th, and Joey Septer on the 27th.

September anniversaries will be 
Cindy Jester on the 13th and Margie 
Huss on the 28th.

Mary Ann passed out schedules 
for hosting and co-hosting meet-
ings for this next year along with a 
flyer prepared by Molly on “FREE 
community Awareness Night on two 
men speaking on the Opioid Crisis, 
Addition, and Recovery. This will 
be held at the 4-H Park on Sept. 14 
at 7 p.m. and free to all and all wel-
come.

A program on “Balance” will be 
held at the YMCA on Oct. 31, Nov. 
2, 7, 9, 14, 16, 21, and 28 from 1 

to 3 p.m. each day listed. For more 
information call the YMCA.

Molly will give a program on 
Oct. 10 at 7 p.m. at the 4-H Building 
on her trip to Trinidad and Tobago.

The special project for Cultural 
Arts for next year will be to make 
a Table Runner 18 inches wide and 
the length of your desire. These will 
be displayed and voted on at the 
Homemaker’s Festival in May 2024.

Volunteer workday will be at the 
4-H Park on Thursday, Sept. 28, at 9 
a.m.

Mary Ann passed out a humorous 
writing written by a cop.

The Backpack Program will be 
collecting canned fruit and granola 
bars at the October meeting.

Mental Health will be collecting 
deodorant, body wash, shampoo, 
toothpaste and toothbrushes. Please 
no glass and sharp objects.

The Quarter Fund Raiser will be 
due October ($10).

Mary Ann gave an interesting 
lesson on picking out a good melon 
and the wide range of the various 
vinegars.

The next meeting will be Oct. 
11 at 1 p.m. at the Ossian Library. 
Guests are always welcome to 
attend.
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Let Us Help You Find Your Next Vehicle!
• Extensive Inventory
• Competitive Lease Specials
• Outstanding Finance Options
• Exceptional Customer Service

Our Next Satis� ed 
Customer Well Be You!

Norwell wins conference 
girls’ soccer match 
against East Noble

The Norwell girls’ soccer team defeated 
East Noble at home in a Northeast 8 Confer-
ence matchup. 

The Knights are now 6-3-1 on the season 
and improved to 3-2 in the NE8. 

Makenzie Fuess led the Knights with a 
hat trick, while Grace Mann scored one goal 
and assisted on three. Karrigan Melcher 
scored the first goal of the night, while Mor-
gan Batdorff and Aubrey Meyer had assists. 

Gracie Rinkenberger and Abby Wagner 
combined for a shutout in net for Norwell. 

The Knights will host South Adams at 5 
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 13.

Knights wins over 
Panthers in volleyball

Norwell won on the road against East-
brook in four sets Monday night.

The Knights won the first game 25-14, 
lost the second 26-24, won the third 25-10, 
and won the fourth 25-19.

Their record is now 10-5.
Stat leaders on the night were Vanessa 

Rosswurm with 11 kills, Macie Saalfrank 
with 24 digs, Emma Vachon and Marlee 
Wenger with four aces, Wenger with 20 
assists, and Mekynzi Beck with two blocks.

The junior varsity team won 2-0 (25-18, 
25-8).

Norwell will be at Marion starting at 7:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 12.

Norwell tops East Noble in 
road NE8 boys’ soccer game

Norwell won on the road against North-
east 8 foe East Noble Monday night 3-0.

Kyler Morris scored two goals for the 
Knights, while Noah Schamerloh had one. 
Hudson Gerbers picked up an assist.

Noah Fromm earned the shutout in goal.
East Noble won the junior varsity match 

6-0.
Norwell will be at Concordia starting at 7 

p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 13.

Knights JV football defeats 
Bellmont in football 

Norwell’s junior varsity football team 
topped Bellmont 38-0 on the road Monday 
night.

On offense, Adam Mahnensmith had 
four rushing touchdowns. Trey Privett had 
two two-point conversion carries and threw 
one to Titus Edwards. Kaiden Inostroza also 
ran for a two-point conversion.

Carson Powell returned a fumble 99 
yards on defense for a touchdown.

Keaton Blinn and  Luke Drieband both 
had interceptions for the Defense.

Sports Roundup

TUESDAY, SEPT 12
BOYS TENNIS: Norwell at 

New Haven, 5 p.m.
GIRLS GOLF: Southern 

Wells at Jay County, 4:30 p.m.
GIRLS SOCCER: East-

brook at Norwell, 7 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: Norwell at 

Marion, 7:30 p.m.; Bluffton 
at Woodlan, 6 p.m.; Heri-
tage at Southern Wells, 7 
p.m.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT 13
BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton at 

Bishop Luers, 5 p.m.
BOYS SOCCER: Norwell 

at Concordia, 7 p.m.
GIRLS GOLF: Bishop 

Luers and South Adams at 
Norwell, 4:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, SEPT 14
BOYS TENNIS: East 

Noble at Norwell, 5 p.m.; 
Bluffton at South Adams, 5 
p.m.

GIRLS GOLF: Bellmont at 
Bluffton 4:30 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER: South 

Adams at Norwell, 5 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: Leo at 

Norwell, 7:30 p.m.; Southern 
Wells at Bluffton, 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPT 15
GIRLS GOLF: (Sectional) 

Norwell, Bluffton at Chesnut 
Hills, 9 a.m.; Southern Wells 
at Arbor Trace, 7 p.m.

FOOTBALL: Norwell at 
New Haven, 7 p.m.; Bluff-
ton at Jay County, 7 p.m.; 
Woodlan at Southern Wells, 
7 p.m.

High School Calendar

Norwell’s Grant Mishler swipes a backhand during his No. 1 singles match against Bluffton’s 
Anthony Hartman, in which he defeated in two sets Monday afternoon at Norwell High School. 
The Knights defeated the Wells County rival 4-1 (Photos by Ryan Walker)

Bluffton’s Jacob Ribich forehands the ball during a match at Norwell High School. Ribich was 
the lone winner for the Tigers in the 4-1 loss to the Knights.

Knights win a Wells 
County rivalry match 
over Tigers in tennis 

By RYAN WALKER
The battle between the two Wells Coun-

ty boys’ tennis teams went down Monday 
afternoon, and the Norwell Knights were on 
top by the end of the night with a 4-1 victory 
over Bluffton.

A win is a win, but none sweeter than 
beating a crosstown rival for Norwell head 
coach Noah Tobias, who played for the 
same Knights team back in his career and 
understands the magnitude of the match.

“We definitely feel that pressure a little 
bit just because we do want to be consid-
ered the best team in Wells County, even 
though there’s only two of us. It’s still 
kind of a thing you hold,” Tobias said 
after the match. “We’re a very close com-
munity with Bluffton, so, yeah, it obvi-
ously feels a lot better whenever you beat 
Bluffton.”

The Knights’ victory was over within the 
first three matches, with Grant Mishler and 
Bodie Zimmer winning at No. 1 and No. 2 
singles, while Jaden Payne and Jake Hoover 
won their match at No. 1 doubles.

On a young Tigers team that graduated 
virtually their entire roster, the ones that 
left the court early in two sets were all 
juniors. The junior class is the eldest, as 
there are no seniors on the team.

Bluffton head coach Robert Vanderkolk 
has seen his older group at its best this year, 
but it wasn’t there on Tuesday.

“I need more out of my juniors,” 
Vanderkolk said. “There’s no senior leader-
ship here. My juniors need to step up and 
take care of it. I’ve got five juniors on varsi-
ty. If they’re not going to take care of it, it’s 
impossible to win a match. I love ‘em. They 
give me everything they got more often than 
not, but for whatever reason tonight, they 
didn’t compete as well as they’re capable of 
competing.”

The last two matches had Bluffton win-
ning in both at one point. Freshman Jacob 
Ribich ended up winning a close contest 
over Gavin Reynolds at No. 3 singles.

On the court right next to Ribich was 
junior Dane Schlagenhauf and freshman 
Coy Lantz at No. 2 doubles, who won the 
first set early, 7-5.

The Norwell No. 2 doubles team of Eddie 
Archbold and Ayden Quintanilla wouldn’t 
go down without a fight, though, winning 
the next set 6-3 and ultimately coming back 
with a 7-5 victory in the third set.

Tobias was impressed with his team’s 
ability to come back after losing the first 
game or set. Payne and Hoover lost the 
first game to Bluffton’s Kade Abbett and 
Ben Maggard, along with the No. 2 doubles 
team, but were able to come back and win.

“Even though we’re losing, we’re still 
doing a good job at finding a way how to 
win,” Tobias said. “Sometimes, we’re play-
ing bad because we’re not perfect, obvious-
ly, but you just got to find a way, any way, 
and they did that, and I’m super proud of 
them.”

Vanderkolk also complimented Archbold 
and Quintanilla on their efforts.

“It’s just, ‘OK, who wants it more at five 
all?’ And Eddie and Ayden wanted it more, 
so hats off to them for finishing that match, 
especially coming into it down a set,” 
Vanderkolk said.

This year, the boys’ tennis sectional 
dropped Huntington North, which has had 
its way with bringing home hardware in 
recent history. The Vikings were the only 
team in the way of Norwell’s first sectional 
title since 2016.

Bluffton still has yet to see any of the 
schools in the sectional field during the 
regular season, with South Adams, Adams 
Central, and Bellmont on the schedule. The 
Tigers will get a look at the Starfires this 
Thursday, while the Jets and Braves await 
next week.

Pending Vanderkolk’s evaluation of the 
rest of the field, he believes there’s a good 
chance his Tigers will match up with the 
Knights again, no matter where the draw 
lands them.

Vanderkolk also wants to see some 
changes in his lineup to string together by 
the season’s end and give his best shot at 
winning. Like Tobias, his competitive spirit 
has him chomping at the bit to get back on 
the winners’ side in the county.

“Yeah, I want to play Norwell,” 
Vanderkolk said. “There’s nothing bet-
ter than beating Norwell to win a sectional 
championship. If my guys don’t want to do 
that, we’ll just go home and get ready for 
the winter sports season.”

Norwell’s next match will be at New 
Haven at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 12.

Bluffton’s next match will be at Bishop 
Luers at 5 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 13.

sports@news-banner.com

Results for varsity
• Grant Mishler (N) defeated Anthony 

Hartman at No. 1 singles 6-0, 6-0.
• Bodie Zimmer (N) defeated Nolan 

Lambert 6-2, 6-1 at No. 2 singles.
• Jacob Ribich (B) defeated Gavin Reyn-

olds 7-6, 7-5, 6-4 at No. 3 singles.
• Jaden Payne and Jake Hoover (N) 

defeated Kade Abbett and Ben Maggard 
6-4, 6-0 at No. 1 doubles.

• Eddie Archbold and Ayden Quintanilla 
defeated Dane Schlagenhauf and Coy Lantz 
5-7, 6-3, 7-5 at No. 2 doubles.

Norwell also won the junior varsity 
match 8-2.

Results for JV
• Jed Logan (B) defeated Christian Wer-

ling 8-4.
• Phillip Mayer (N) defeated Braden 

Lemler 8-5.
• Jasper Kreigh (N) defeated Graham 

Linderwell 9-8 (11-9).
• Alex Maggard and Lance Moser (B) 

defeated Rylan Heyerly and Landon Diver 
8-6.

• Ryan Ewing and Ethan Williamson (N) 
defeated Jackson Meyer and Lincoln Rodg-
ers 9-8 (7-4).

• Chase Houser and Evan Klopfenstein 
(B) defeated Kabyn Peterson and Alex 
Baker 8-0.

Norwell’s Emerson Meredith (right) tries to keep up with East Noble’s Addison Frye (left) during 
a match at Norwell High School. The Knights were victorious over the Northeast 8 Conference 
opponent and now are 3-2 in NE8 play. (Photo by Ryan Walker)

FOLLOW US ON 
TWITTER!

twitter.com/newsbanner
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FOOTBALL
NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
Miami	 1	 0	 0	 1.000	 36	 34
N.Y. Jets	 1	 0	 0	 1.000	 22	 16
Buffalo	 0	 1	 0	 .000	 16	 22
New England	0	 1	 0	 .000	 20	 25

South
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Jacksonville	1	 0	 0	 1.000	 31	 21
Houston	 0	 1	 0	 .000	 9	 25
Indianapolis	0	 1	 0	 .000	 21	 31
Tennessee	 0	 1	 0	 .000	 15	 16

North
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Baltimore	 1	 0	 0	 1.000	 25	 9
Cleveland	 1	 0	 0	 1.000	 24	 3
Cincinnati	 0	 1	 0	 .000	 3	 24
Pittsburgh	 0	 1	 0	 .000	 7	 30

West
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Las Vegas	 1	 0	 0	 1.000	 17	 16
Denver	 0	 1	 0	 .000	 16	 17
Kansas City	0	 1	 0	 .000	 20	 21
L.A. Chargers	 0	 1	 0	.000	 34	

36
NATIONAL CONFERENCE

East
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
Dallas	 1	 0	 0	 1.000	 40	 0
Philadelphia	1	 0	 0	 1.000	 25	 20
Washington	1	 0	 0	 1.000	 20	 16
N.Y. Giants	 0	 1	 0	 .000	 0	 40

South
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Atlanta	 1	 0	 0	 1.000	 24	 10
New Orleans	1	 0	 0	 1.000	 16	 15
Tampa Bay	 1	 0	 0	 1.000	 20	 17
Carolina	 0	 1	 0	 .000	 10	 24

North
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Detroit	 1	 0	 0	 1.000	 21	 20
Green Bay	 1	 0	 0	 1.000	 38	 20
Chicago	 0	 1	 0	 .000	 20	 38
Minnesota	 0	 1	 0	 .000	 17	 20

West
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

L.A. Rams	 1	 0	 0	 1.000	 30	 13
San Fran	 1	 0	 0	 1.000	 30	 7
Arizona	 0	 1	 0	 .000	 16	 20
Seattle	 0	 1	 0	 .000	 13	 30

Thursday’s Games
Detroit 21, Kansas City 20

Sunday’s Games
Atlanta 24, Carolina 10
Baltimore 25, Houston 9
Cleveland 24, Cincinnati 3
Jacksonville 31, Indianapolis 21
New Orleans 16, Tennessee 15
San Francisco 30, Pittsburgh 7
Tampa Bay 20, Minnesota 17
Washington 20, Arizona 16
Green Bay 38, Chicago 20
L.A. Rams 30, Seattle 13
Las Vegas 17, Denver 16
Miami 36, L.A. Chargers 34
Philadelphia 25, New England 20
Dallas 40, N.Y. Giants 0

Monday’s Games
N.Y. Jets 22, Buffalo 16.

Thursday, Sept. 14
Minnesota at Philadelphia, 8:15 

p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 17

Baltimore at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Chicago at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m.
Green Bay at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Houston, 1 p.m.
Kansas City at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Las Vegas at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
Seattle at Detroit, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Arizona, 4:05 p.m.
San Francisco at L.A. Rams, 4:05 

p.m.

N.Y. Jets at Dallas, 4:25 p.m.
Washington at Denver, 4:25 p.m.
Miami at New England, 8:20 p.m.

Monday, Sept. 18
New Orleans at Carolina, 7:15 p.m.
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, 8:15 p.m.

BASEBALL
  American League

East Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Baltimore	 91	 52	 .636	 _
Tampa Bay	 88	 56	 .611	 3½
Toronto	 80	 64	 .556	 11½
Boston	 73	 70	 .510	 18
New York	 71	 72	 .497	 20

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Minnesota	 75	 68	 .524	 _
Cleveland	 68	 76	 .472	 7½
Detroit	 66	 77	 .462	 9
Chicago	 55	 88	 .385	 20
Kansas City	 44	100	 .306	 31½

West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Houston	 82	 63	 .566	 _
Seattle	 79	 64	 .552	 2
Texas	 79	 64	 .552	 2
Los Angeles	 67	 77	 .465	 14½
Oakland	 45	 99	 .313	 36½

Sunday’s Games
Tampa Bay 6, Seattle 3
Detroit 3, Chicago White Sox 2
Toronto 5, Kansas City 2
Boston 7, Baltimore 3
N.Y. Mets 2, Minnesota 0
Houston 12, San Diego 2
N.Y. Yankees 4, Milwaukee 3, 13 

innings
Texas 9, Oakland 4
L.A. Angels 2, Cleveland 1

Monday’s Games
Baltimore 11, St. Louis 5
Texas 10, Toronto 4
Oakland 4, Houston 0
Tampa Bay at Minnesota, late
L.A. Angels at Seattle,late
Cleveland at San Francisco, late
N.Y. Yankees at Boston, ppd.
Kansas City at Chicago White Sox, 

ppd.
Tuesday’s Games

N.Y. Yankees (Vásquez 2-2) at Bos-
ton (Pivetta 9-8), 1:35 p.m., 1st game

Kansas City (Singer 8-10) at Chi-
cago White Sox (Cease 6-7), 4:40 
p.m., 1st game

St. Louis (Wainwright 3-11) at Balti-
more (Means 0-0), 6:35 p.m.

Cincinnati (Williamson 4-4) at 
Detroit (TBD), 6:40 p.m.

Texas (Scherzer 12-6) at Toronto 
(Ryu 3-2), 7:07 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees (Rodón 2-5) at Boston 
(Crawford 6-7), 7:10 p.m., 2nd game

Tampa Bay (Littell 3-5) at Minnesota 
(Ryan 10-9), 7:40 p.m.

Kansas City (Lyles 4-16) at Chicago 
White Sox (Toussaint 3-7), 8:10 p.m., 
2nd game

Oakland (Sears 4-11) at Houston 
(Verlander 11-7), 8:10 p.m.

L.A. Angels (Sandoval 7-12) at 
Seattle (Woo 2-4), 9:40 p.m.

Cleveland (Quantrill 2-6) at San 
Francisco (Manaea 5-5), 9:45 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games
Tampa Bay at Minnesota, 1:10 p.m.
Cleveland at San Francisco, 3:45 

p.m.
L.A. Angels at Seattle, 4:10 p.m.
St. Louis at Baltimore, 6:35 p.m.
Cincinnati at Detroit, 6:40 p.m.
Texas at Toronto, 7:07 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Boston, 7:10 p.m.

Oakland at Houston, 7:10 p.m.
Kansas City at Chicago White Sox, 

7:40 p.m.

 National League
East Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
z-Atlanta	 94	 50	 .653	 _
Philadelphia	 79	 65	 .549	 15
Miami	 74	 70	 .514	 20
New York	 65	 77	 .458	 28
Washington	 65	 79	 .451	 29

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Milwaukee	 80	 63	 .559	 _
Chicago	 77	 67	 .535	 3½
Cincinnati	 74	 71	 .510	 7
Pittsburgh	 66	 78	 .458	 14½
St. Louis	 63	 81	 .438	 17½

West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Los Angeles	 87	 55	 .613	 _
Arizona	 75	 69	 .521	 13
San Francisco	73	 70	 .510	 14½
San Diego	 67	 77	 .465	 21
Colorado	 51	 91	 .359	 36
z-clinched playoff berth

Sunday’s Games
Atlanta 5, Pittsburgh 2
Miami 5, Philadelphia 4
Cincinnati 7, St. Louis 1
Chicago Cubs 5, Arizona 2
L.A. Dodgers 7, Washington 3
N.Y. Mets 2, Minnesota 0
Houston 12, San Diego 2
N.Y. Yankees 4, Milwaukee 3, 13 

innings
San Francisco 6, Colorado 3

Monday’s Games
Atlanta 10, Philadelphia 8, 10 

innings, 1st game
Washington 6, Pittsburgh 2
Philadelphia 7, Atlanta 5, 2nd game
Baltimore 11, St. Louis 5
Milwaukee 12, Miami 0
Arizona at N.Y. Mets, late
Chicago Cubs at Colorado, late
Cleveland at San Francisco, late
San Diego at L.A. Dodgers, late

Tuesday’s Games
St. Louis (Wainwright 3-11) at Balti-

more (Means 0-0), 6:35 p.m.
Washington (Adon 2-1) at Pitts-

burgh (TBD), 6:35 p.m.
Atlanta (Fried 7-1) at Philadelphia 

(Wheeler 11-6), 6:40 p.m.
Cincinnati (Williamson 4-4) at 

Detroit (TBD), 6:40 p.m.
Arizona (Nelson 7-7) at N.Y. Mets 

(Butto 0-2), 7:10 p.m.
Miami (Chargois 1-0) at Milwaukee 

(Peralta 11-8), 7:40 p.m.
Chicago Cubs (Assad 3-3) at Colo-

rado (Flexen 1-7), 8:40 p.m.
Cleveland (Quantrill 2-6) at San 

Francisco (Manaea 5-5), 9:45 p.m.
San Diego (Wacha 11-3) at L.A. 

Dodgers (Lynn 10-11), 10:10 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games

Chicago Cubs at Colorado, 3:10 
p.m.

Cleveland at San Francisco, 3:45 
p.m.

St. Louis at Baltimore, 6:35 p.m.
Washington at Pittsburgh, 6:35 p.m.
Atlanta at Philadelphia, 6:40 p.m.
Cincinnati at Detroit, 6:40 p.m.
Arizona at N.Y. Mets, 7:10 p.m.
Miami at Milwaukee, 7:40 p.m.
San Diego at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10 

p.m.

Midwest League
Sunday’s Games

Lake County 3, Lansing 2
Dayton 4, Fort Wayne 2
Wisconsin 8, Cedar Rapids 5

Great Lakes 4, West Michigan 1
Beloit 6, Peoria 5
South Bend 8, Quad Cities 1
Monday’s Games
No games scheduled

Division Series
Best of Three

x-if necessary
Cedar Rapids, Peoria
Tuesday, Sept. 12: Cedar Rapids at 

Peoria, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 14: Peoria at Cedar 

Rapids, TBD.
x-Friday, Sept. 15: Peoria at Cedar 

Rapids, TBD.
Great Lakes, TBD
Tuesday, Sept. 12: Great Lakes at 

Fort Wayne, 6:35 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 14: Fort Wayne at 

Great Lakes, 7:05 p.m.
x-Friday, Sept. 15: Fort Wayne at 

Great Lakes, 7:05 p.m.

BASKETBALL
WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

x-New York	 32	 8	 .800	 —
x-Connecticut	 27	 13	 .675	 5
x-Atlanta	 19	 21	 .475	 13
x-Washington	 19	 21	 .475	 13
x-Chicago	 18	 22	 .450	 14
Indiana	 13	 27	 .325	 19

WESTERN CONFERENCE
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

x-Las Vegas	 34	 6	 .850	 —
x-Dallas	 22	 18	 .550	 12
x-Minnesota	 19	 21	 .475	 15
Los Angeles	 17	 23	 .425	 17
Seattle	 11	 29	 .275	 23
Phoenix	 9	 31	 .225	 25
x-clinched playoff spot

Sunday’s Games
Indiana 87, Minnesota 72
Washington 90, New York 88
Dallas 94, Atlanta 77
Chicago 102, Connecticut 91, OT
Las Vegas 100, Phoenix 85
Los Angeles 91, Seattle 89

Monday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Tuesday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Wednesday’s Games
Minnesota at Connecticut, 8 p.m. 

(Playoffs, Game 1)
Chicago at Las Vegas, 10 p.m. 

(Playoffs, Game 1)
Thursday’s Games

No games scheduled.

TRANSACTIONS
Monday’s Transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball

American League
CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Recalled 

RHP Deivi Garcia and C Carlos Perez 
from Charlotte (IL). Optioned OF Oscar 
Colas and RHP Edgar Navarro to Char-
lotte.

National League
CHICAGO CUBS — Selected the 

contract of OF Pete Crow-Armstrong from 
Iowa (IL). Reinstated RHP Michael Fulmer 
from the 15-day IL. Placed RHP Adbert 
Alzolay on the 15-day IL. Optioned Alex-
ander Canario to Iowa. Designated LHP 
Anthony Kay for assignment.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CHICAGO BEARS — Signed LB 
Dylan Cole.

News-Banner Scoreboard

By TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer

CLEVELAND (AP) — Jack Conk-
lin kept Deshaun Watson from harm. 
He couldn’t protect himself.

Cleveland’s starting right tackle 
sustained a “major” left knee injury in 
the first half of Sunday’s win over Cin-
cinnati and will miss the remainder of 
the season, a major personal blow and 
significant one for the Browns.

Conklin, who returned last season 
from a severe injury to his right knee, 
tore two ligaments when he was inad-
vertently rolled up on by Bengals end 
Trey Hendrickson at the end of a pass 
play in the first half of the Browns’ 
24-3 season-opening win.

Conklin was finishing off his block 
when Hendrickson hit him from the 
side after being pushed down by 
Browns left tackle Jedrick Wills. Jr. 
Conklin was carted off the field and 
tests Monday confirmed the diagnosis.

“He’s a huge part of this team, and 
when he gets this surgery and when 
he’s ready, he’s going to be back in this 
building helping us because he’s a big 
part of that offensive line room,” coach 
Kevin Stefanski said on a Zoom call. 

“So disappointed for him.”
A two-time All-Pro, Conklin 

worked hard and returned earlier than 
expected last season after rupturing 
his right patellar tendon in 2021. His 
comeback inspired teammates, who 
voted him their Ed Block Courage 
Award winner.

The Browns signed the 29-year-old 
Conklin to a four-year, $60 million 
contract extension in December.

Stefanski is confident that Conklin, 
who played four seasons with Tennes-
see before coming to Cleveland as a 
free agent in 2020, will make another 
return.

“He’s so conscientious, so mature,” 
Stefanski said. “So he’s disappointed 
and upset about it, but I have no doubt 
that he’ll bounce back from this, just 
knowing the person.”

After Conklin went out, rookie 
Dawand Jones came on and played 
well in his NFL debut.

“Some really good moments, some 
things that he’s got to clean up,” Ste-
fanski said. “Honestly, any young 
player, when you get thrown into the 
mix early, there’s going to be some 
time to catch up. And I thought he had 

some good moments, some things that 
we will work real hard to clean up.”

A fourth-round pick from Ohio 
State, the 6-foot-8, 375-pound Jones 
has steadily improved since minicamp 
and held his own against the Bengals.

If he stays in the starting lineup, 
he’ll have his hands full next week as 
the Browns play at Pittsburgh and he 
could be matched up against Steelers 
All-Pro edge rusher T.J. Watt.

The Browns have another option 
in third-year tackle James Hudson III, 
who has made seven career starts.

Jones, though, keeps getting better 
and Stefanski was impressed with his 
debut.

“There are no redshirts in the NFL 
so you never know when that opportu-
nity is going to come,” he said. “It hap-
pened in the first half of the first game 
and you have to be ready. He will con-
tinue to get better and then as it per-
tains to any matchup moving forward, 
it’s the NFL, every week is going to be 
very difficult.

“Obviously, going into Pittsburgh is 
tough on every team that goes into that 
place. So we’ll have a plan and we’ll 
move forward.”

By MICHAEL MAROT 
AP Sports Writer

Indiana’s quarterback competition 
ended Monday with coach Tom Allen 
naming Tayven Jackson the Hoosiers’ 
starter.

Jackson had been competing with 
Brendan Sorsby throughout the offsea-
son and over the first two games this 
season for the job. Both are second-
year players who threw only a handful 
of passes as true freshmen, and both 
made their first career starts this season.

Sorsby got the first shot in a season-
opening 23-3 loss to then No. 3 Ohio 
State. Jackson started last weekend’s 
41-7 victory over Indiana State. While 
neither has thrown a touchdown pass 
yet, Jackson ran for one score in Week 
2 and appeared to energize the Hoo-
siers offense in both games.

Allen saw it similarly heading into 
Saturday’s showdown with unbeaten 
Louisville (2-0) at Lucas Oil Stadium 
in Indianapolis.

“We’ve got two quarterbacks I 
believe can both successfully lead our 
program and do great things on game 
day,” Allen said. “I felt like we needed 
to get full game evaluation because 
it was so close and to be able to see, 
‘OK, who moves the ball down the 
field and scores points?’ That’s really 

what it comes down to at the end of 
the day, and there’s a field presence 
you have during games.”

Jackson went 18 of 21 with 236 
yards against the Sycamores, an FCS 
program that has lost all seven meet-
ings, against the state’s bigger-name 
program while Sorsby was 9 of 16 
with 108 yards.

Against Ohio State, Sorsby was 8 of 
16 with 58 yards while Jackson went 1 
of 6 for 24 yards and led Indiana to its 
only score — a banked 42-yard field 
goal in the second quarter.

Sorsby signed with Indiana as a 
highly touted recruit out of Texas and 
made one relief appearance with the 
Hoosiers last season.

Jackson, the brother of Indiana bas-
ketball All-American Trayce Jackson-
Davis, chose to attend Tennessee after 
leading Center Grove High School to 
two straight undefeated seasons and 
consecutive Indiana state champion-
ships. He then opted to transfer back to 
his home-state school.

“I’ll say it was close without ques-
tion, but at the same time, this is where 
we are,” Allen said. “That’s really what 
it comes down to, being able to score 
points, and I think both guys can do it 
at a high level. I really do. I think you 
saw that from both of them.”

If recent history is any indication, 
the Hoosiers (1-1, 0-1 Big Ten) might 
need both this season. Indiana started 
six quarterbacks and used seven over-
all during the previous two seasons 
and hasn’t had a quarterback open and 
close the season as the starter since 
Peyton Ramsey in 2018.

It’s also possible a third candidate 
could join the mix next month — if 
healthy.

Dexter Williams II started Indi-
ana’s final two games last season, his 
third in the program, before dislocat-
ing his right knee in the season finale 
against Purdue. He needed offseason 
surgery to repair “significant structural 
damage” and was initially expected to 
miss all of 2023. But in June, Allen 
told reporters Williams’ recovery was 
ahead of schedule and he could be 
available around midseason.

Williams also missed the entire 
2021 season with a torn anterior cruci-
ate ligament in his left knee.

For now, though, Jackson is QB1.
“I know they both want to be the 

guy, I get that,” Allen said. “You’re 
competitive. You want to be in this 
position. But Tayven knows he’s got to 
perform, and Brendan knows he’s got 
to be ready. That’s the reality of compe-
tition and performing at an elite level.”

Browns lose starting tackle Jack Conklin for 
the season after knee in opener vs Bengals

Indiana ends quarterback competition 
by naming Tayven Jackson the starter



WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Lawyers for Donald Trump 
on Monday asked the fed-
eral judge presiding over his 
election subversion case in 
Washington to recuse her-
self, saying her past public 
statements about the former 
president and his connection 
to the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the 
U.S. Capitol call into ques-
tion whether she can be fair.

The recusal motion from 
Trump's lawyers takes aim 
at U.S. District Judge Tanya 
Chutkan, a former assistant 
public defender who was 
nominated to the bench by 
President Barack Obama 
and has stood out as one 
of the toughest punishers 
of Jan. 6 defendants. The 
request is a long shot given 
the high threshold for recu-
sal and because the deci-
sion on whether to recuse 
belongs to Chutkan, who is 
unlikely to see cause to step 
aside from the case.

Even so, the request that 
she give up the high-stakes 
trial marks the latest flash-
point in already delicate rela-
tions between the defense 
team and the judge, who 
has repeatedly cautioned 
against inflammatory public 
comments from Trump but 
has nonetheless been lam-
basted on social media by 
him. Special counsel Jack 
Smith's team signaled its 
own concern about his com-
ments, writing last week that 
Trump's daily statements — 
he has derided her as "highly 
partisan" — could taint a 
potential jury pool.

Chutkan ordered Smith's 
team to file any opposition 
to Trump's recusal bid by 
Thursday.

Chutkan last month 
scheduled the trial for March 
4, 2024, over the vigorous 
objections of defense law-
yers who said that would not 
give them enough time to 
prepare. The case in Wash-
ington, charging Trump 
in a four-count indictment 
with plotting to overturn the 
results of the 2020 election, 

is one of four criminal cases 
confronting the former presi-
dent as he seeks reelection to 
the White House.

In asking Chutkan to step 
aside, the Trump legal team 
is relying on a familiar play-
book. He tried unsuccessful-
ly to get the judge removed 
from the hush-money case 
against him in New York 
state court, with his lawyers 
claiming that New York 
Judge Juan Manuel Mer-
chan is biased because he's 
given cash to Democrats 
and his daughter is a party 
consultant.

But the judge last month 
rejected Trump's demand 
that he step aside, saying he 
is certain of his "ability to be 
fair and impartial."

Federal judges are sup-
posed to step aside in cases 
where their "impartial-
ity might reasonably be 
questioned." Other bases for 
recusal include a personal 
bias against one of the par-
ties. Trump's lawyers say 
Chutkan's comments in cases 
against Jan. 6 rioters show 
she has "already formed 

an opinion about President 
Trump's guilt" and many of 
the allegations that underpin 
the indictment against him.

"Although Judge Chut-
kan may genuinely intend 
to give President Trump a 
fair trial — and may believe 
that she can do so — her 
public statements unavoid-
ably taint these proceedings, 
regardless of outcome," the 
defense team wrote. "The 
public will reasonably and 
understandably question 
whether Judge Chutkan 
arrived at all of her deci-
sions in this matter impar-
tially, or in fulfillment of her 
prior negative statements 
regarding President Trump."

Chutkan has often hand-
ed down prison sentences in 
Jan. 6 cases that are harsher 
than Justice Department 
prosecutors recommended. 
The judge also previously 
ruled against Trump in a 
separate Jan. 6 case, refus-
ing his request to block the 
release of documents to the 
U.S. House's Jan. 6 commit-
tee by asserting executive 
privilege.
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SEPTEMBER 14, 15, 16, 2023
OSSIAN DAYS

Thursday, September 14th
4:30 - 7:00 pm Smoked Pork Chop Dinner $15 per dinner.

6:30 pm Lance Hunter Humanitarian Award Announcement
7:00 pm Coalition Quartet

Friday, September 15th
5:00 - 8:00 pm Whole hog sausage dinner $12 - Norwell Show Choir. 
5:30 - 7:30 pm Free face painting provided by Ossian Days Inc beside the 

Ossian Days booth.

6:00 pm Ossian Days Prince & Princess Contest
7:00 pm Applejack Cloggers in front of the Event Tent.
8:30 - 10:00 pm Nathan’s Karaoke/ DJ Service

Saturday, September 16th
7:00 - 8:30am Fishing Tournament

7:00 - 10:30am Pancake & Sausage Breakfast $8 for Adults; $3 
for Children (6-12 years old); Under 5 are FREE - St. Aloysius Knights of Columbus of Yoder, sponsor.

9:30 am Big Wheel Race sign-ups begin  Ages 3-6. Farmer’s & Merchant/Ossian State 
Bank parking lot.

12 noon Donut Hole Eating Contest in front of the event tent. Register at Ossian Days 
Booth. Contestants under 18 must have parent/guardian signature to compete.

1:00 pm Bessie’s Movement behind event tent on Craig Street.
4:00 pm Parade line up:
5:00 pm Parade Begins

6:00 - 9:00 pm Free face painting and balloon animals provided by Ossian 
Days Inc  beside the Ossian Days booth.

7:00 - 9:00 pm Austin City Band Live music in the event tent.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Visit our website for more details - www.ossiandays.com

RIDES OPEN 
Thur. - Fri. @ 5 P.M.

Sat. @12 noon!
$125 per Ticket or 24 for $2500

IT’S A LITERARY WORLD

We   Welcome 

You!

123 S  JOHNSON  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar O�  Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

Friday & Saturday Bands
Weekly Drink Specials and Events!

Sundays Biscuits & Gravy 
9am -until GONE!

“We are Senior Citizens 
working with Senior Citizens”

Jerry Flack
Julie Myers

& 

of

Associates
101 N. Main St. Blu� ton, IN Corner of Main & Market

MARKET PLACE (UNDER 65) PLANS
TIME FOR ANY PLAN CHANGES?

Hugh’s Bakery & Coffeehouse honored 
as September member of the month

The Wells County Chamber of Commerce 
is thrilled to announce Lydia Yaste, the proud 
owner of Hugh’s Bakery & Coffeehouse, as 
the distinguished September Chamber Mem-
ber of the Month. Hugh’s Bakery & Coffee-
house, located at 229 West Market Street in 
Bluffton, has captured the hearts of locals and 
visitors alike with its delightful offerings and 
welcoming ambiance.

Lydia Yaste’s entrepreneurial journey 
began with a dream to establish her own 
business, a vision she had nurtured over 
time. Her father’s entrepreneurial spirit had 
been a guiding influence, inspiring her with 
the belief that hard work and dedication 
could make her dream a reality.

Hugh’s Bakery & Coffeehouse first 
opened its doors on Main Street, where it 
thrived for three years. In 2020, a remark-
able opportunity presented itself, leading to 
the purchase and renovation of a building on 
Market Street. The move to the new loca-
tion in August offered a substantial increase 
in space, enabling expanded services and 
enhancing the overall customer experience.

The Market Street location has brought 
remarkable growth opportunities, allow-
ing the café to diversify its offerings and 
provide a more spacious environment. The 
increased demand, especially during the 
spring and summer months, has enabled 
expanded outdoor seating options.

Over the past three years, Hugh’s Bakery 
& Coffeehouse has gained momentum and 
extended its services to include catering and 
business lunches, enriching the local com-
munity’s culinary experiences. This year, 

the café introduced its mobile Avis Coffee 
Cart, available for events such as weddings 
and corporate gatherings, with the first offi-
cial event scheduled for early October.

Hugh’s Bakery & Coffeehouse prides 
itself on offering high-quality craft coffee, 
a full espresso bar, and a variety of options 
for non-coffee drinkers, including teas and 
smoothies. The bakery delights patrons with 
freshly baked goods, including scones, muf-
fins, granola bars, and popular items like 
raspberry bars. Additionally, the café serves 
soups, salads, breakfast, and brunch options, 
ensuring there’s something for everyone to 
enjoy.

Running this business brings immense 
joy to Lydia Yaste, who finds fulfillment in 
providing a welcoming space where people 
can connect over a cup of coffee or a pas-
try. She takes pride in the café’s role as a 
community hub, where conversations and 
meaningful interactions take place against 
the backdrop of warm sunshine streaming 
through the windows.

Yaste expressed her deep appreciation for 
her dedicated staff, describing them as phe-
nomenal and the driving force behind the 
café’s success. She emphasized the impor-
tance of building relationships with custom-
ers and delivering exceptional customer ser-
vice, ensuring that patrons not only enjoy a 
great cup of coffee but also feel a genuine 
connection to the establishment.

Hugh’s Bakery & Coffeehouse operates 
from Monday through Friday, opening its 
doors from 6 a.m. to 5 p.m., and on Satur-
days from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Pictured in the photo from left to right are, Bill Yaste and Scarlett Yaste of Hugh’s Bakery & Cof-
feehouse, Kevin Pritchard of Ruoff Mortgage, Lanie Zimmer and Rylee Arnold of Hugh’s Bakery 
& Coffeehouse, Nick Huffman of Steffen Group, Lydia Yaste and Kylie Gerber of Hugh’s Bakery 
& Coffeehouse, Heather Morgan of National Oil & Gas, Naomi Yaste of Hugh’s Bakery & Cof-
feehouse, Cyndee Fiechter of North Eastern Group Realty, Wells County Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Erin Prible, and Lydia’s nieces and nephew in front. (Photo submitted)

Trump lawyers seek recusal of 
judge in DC presiding over 
federal election subversion case

Google’s search engine dominance 
is at the center of U.S. antitrust trial
By MICHAEL LIEDTKE 

AP Technology Writer
The U.S. government 

is taking aim at what has 
been an indomitable empire: 
Google’s ubiquitous search 
engine that has become the 
internet’s main gateway.

The legal attack will 
swing into full force Tues-
day in a Washington D.C. 
federal courtroom that will 
serve as the battleground 
for the biggest U.S. antitrust 
trial since regulators went 
after Microsoft and its dom-
inance of personal computer 
software a quarter century 
ago.

The 10-week trial before 
U.S. District Judge Amit 
Mehta is expected to include 
potentially revelatory testi-
mony from top executives 
at Google and its corporate 
parent Alphabet, as well as 
other powerful technology 
companies. Alphabet CEO 
Sundar Pichai, who suc-

ceeded Google co-founder 
Larry Page in 2019, will be 
among the most prominent 
witnesses likely to testify. 
Court documents also indi-
cate one of Apple’s highest-
ranking executives, Eddy 
Cue, might be called to the 
stand.

The case against Google 
mirrors the one brought 
against Microsoft in many 
ways, including the exis-
tential threat it poses to a 
renowned tech giant whose 
products are relied on by 
billions of people.

The trial is scheduled to 
continue into late November 
before its first phase wraps, 
after which another round 
of court filings and argu-
ments are expected. Mehta 
isn’t expected to issue a 
ruling until early next year. 
If he decides Google has 
been breaking the law, it 
will trigger another trial to 
determine what measures 

should be taken to rein in 
the Mountain View, Califor-
nia, company.

Although Google prod-
ucts such as the Chrome 
web browser, Gmail, You-
Tube and online maps all 
are hugely popular, none 
have become as indispens-
able — or as valuable — as 
the internet search engine 
invented by Page and a fel-
low Stanford University 
graduate student, Sergey 
Brin, during the late 1990s.

The trial is beginning 
just a couple weeks after the 
25th anniversary of the first 
investment in the company 
— a $100,000 check written 
by Sun Microsystems co-
founder Andy Bechtolsheim 
that enabled Page and Brin 
to set up shop in a Silicon 
Valley garage.

Today, Google’s corpo-
rate parent, Alphabet Inc., 
is worth $1.7 trillion and 
employs 182,000 people.



TASELI PLATEAU, 
Turkey (AP) — Rescu-
ers pulled an American 
researcher out of a Turkish 
cave early Tuesday, more 
than a week after he became 
seriously ill more than 3,000 
feet below its entrance, the 
Speleological Federation of 
Turkey said.

Teams from across 
Europe had rushed to Morca 
cave in southern Turkey's 
Taurus Mountains to aid 
Mark Dickey, a 40-year-
old experienced caver who 
became seriously ill on Sept. 
2 with stomach bleeding. He 
was on an expedition to map 
the cave, which is the coun-
try's third deepest.

Dickey was t oo frail to 
climb out himself, so res-
cuers carried him with the 
help of a stretcher, making 
frequent stops at temporary 
camps set up along the way.

"Mark Dickey is out of 
the Morca cave," said a state-
ment by the speleological 
federation. It said that Dickey 

was removed from the last 
exit of the cave at 12:37 a.m. 
local time Tuesday, or 9:37 
p.m. GMT Monday.

"He is fine and is being 
tended to by emergency 
medical worker in the 
encampment above," the 
statement said.

Lying on a stretcher sur-
rounded by reporters fol-
lowing his rescue , Dickey 
described the ordeal as a 
"crazy, crazy adventure."

"It is amazing to be 
above ground again," he 
said, thanking the Turkish 
government for saving his 
life with its rapid response. 
He also thanked the inter-
national caving community, 
Turkish cavers and Hungar-
ian Cave Rescue.

The American was first 
treated inside the cave by a 
Hungarian doctor who went 
down the cave on Sept. 3. 
Doctors and rescuers then 
took turns caring for him. 
The cause of Dickey's ill-
ness was not clear.

On Tuesday, Dickey said 
that in the cave he had start-
ed to throw up large quanti-
ties of blood.

"My consciousness 
started to get harder to hold 
on to, and I reached the 
point where I thought 'I'm 
not going to live,'" he told 
reporters.

The biggest challenges 
for the rescuers getting him 
out of the cave were the 
steep vertical sections and 
navigating through mud 
and water at low tempera-
tures in the horizontal sec-
tions. There was also the 
psychological toll of staying 
inside a dark, damp cave for 
extended periods of time.

Around 190 experts from 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Hun-
gary, Italy, Poland and Tur-
key took part in the rescue, 
including doctors, paramed-
ics and experienced cavers. 
Teams comprised of a doc-
tor and three to four other 
rescuers took turns staying 
by his side at all times.

The rescue began on 
Saturday after doctors, 
who administered IV flu-
ids and blood, determined 
that Dickey could make the 
arduous ascent.

Before the evacuation 
could begin, rescuers first 
had to widen some of the 
cave's narrow passages, 
install ropes to pull him up 
vertical shafts on a stretcher 
and set up temporary camps 
along the way.

Dickey, who is from 
Croton-on-Hudson, New 
York, is a well-known cave 
researcher and a cave rescu-
er himself who had partici-
pated in many international 
expeditions.

He and several other peo-
ple on the expedition were 
mapping the 4,186-foot deep 
Morca cave system for the 
Anatolian Speleology Group 
Association. Dickey became 
ill on Sept. 2, but it took 
until the next morning to 
notify people above ground.

Turkish authorities made 

a video message available 
that showed Dickey stand-
ing and moving around on 
Thursday. While alert and 
talking, he said he was not 
"healed on the inside" and 
needed a lot of help to get 
out of the cave.

After his rescue, the head 
of Turkey's Disaster and 
Emergency Management 
Presidency, Okay Memis, 
told a news conference that 
the health of Dickey was 
"very good."

The European Cave Res-

cue Association said Dickey 
would be transferred to a 
hospital following a medical 
assessment.

It said that many cave 
rescuers remained in the 
cave to remove rope and 
rescue equipment used dur-
ing the operation.

T h e  a s s o c i a t i o n 
expressed its "huge grati-
tude to the many cave res-
cuers from seven different 
countries who contributed to 
the success of this cave res-
cue operation."
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CALL ISAAC STOLLER
AUCTIONEER • REAL ESTATE BROKER

260.413.3515
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THINKING OF SELLING YOUR LAND?
THE FINEST ASSETS IN THE WORLD, INCLUDING 

FARM LAND, ARE SOLD AT AUCTION!

WWW.OSSIANDAYS.COM

Sept. 14
Sept. 15
Sept. 16
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Days

THURS., SEPT. 14TH

9am-3pm Booth Setup
3pm Booths Open
4pm-7pm *Smoked Pork Chop 

Dinner $15 per Dinner
5pm RIDES OPEN
6pm *Helen Witte Pie Auction. 

*Business of the Year Announcement.
6:30pm *Lance Hunter 

Humanitarian- Award 
Announcement.

7pm Coalition Quartet (Barbershop 
quartet) near the Event Tent.

9pm Festival closes for the day.

FRI., SEPT. 15TH

5pm RIDES OPEN
5pm-8pm *Norwell Show Choir: 

Whole hog sausage dinner, $12.00
5:30-7:30 Free face painting 

provided by Ossian Days Inc; beside the 
Ossian Days booth.

6pm *Ossian Days Prince & 
Princess Contest.

7pm Applejack Cloggers; in front 
of the Event Tent.

8:30-10pm Nathan’s Karaoke & 
D.J. Service; in front of event tent

10pm Festival closes for the 
day.

SAT., SEPT. 16TH

7:00am-8:30am Fishing 
Tournament, Archbold-Wilson Park 
pond. Ages 1-5, 6-10, 11-15. Gifts cards 
to top 3 in each group. All participants get 
a prize.

7am-10:30am *Pancake & 
Sausage Breakfast - St. Aloysius 
Knights of Columbus. Adults $8.00, Children 
$3.00, Under 5 free.

9:30am Big Wheel Race sign-ups 
begin. Ages 3-6 Farmers & Merchants Bank 
parking lot.

10am Big Wheel Race: All 
participants get prizes; winners get 
trophies; awards following the � nal race.

12 noon RIDES OPEN
12 noon Donut Hole Eating 

Contest; in front of the event tent. 
Register at Ossian Days Booth. Contestants 
under 18 must have parent/guardian 
signature to compete.

1pm Bessie’s Movement: behind 
event tent on Craig Street. Bessie’s 
Movement tickets are $5 per square. 

CONT SAT., SEPT. 16TH

You can buy them at the Ossian Deli, Ossian Do-It 
Best Hardware, Farmer’s and Merchants 
Bank and Ginger Fresh Market. We only sell 
240 tickets , so purchase yours soon! If her 
“movement “ falls on your square, you win 
$500 prize.

4pm Parade line up: Fill out form 
at www.ossiandays.com and submit on 
website by September 14. Check-in at 
Town Hall.

4:30pm Float Judging
5pm Parade Begins 
After parade: *Platinum Sponsor 

Acknowledgments (please have 
representative come to the announcers 
table). *Presentations to � oat winners 
(if your � oat is announced as a winner, 
please have a representative come to the 
announcers table right after the parade).

6:00 –9:00pm Free face 
painting and balloon 
animals provided by Ossian Days Inc; 
beside the Ossian Days booth.

7pm-9pm *Free Live music in the 
event tent. Austin City Band - 
Austin City plays country, rock & roll and 
oldies.

10pm Festival Closes

SUPPORT THE ACTIVITIES 
OF OUR LOCAL CHURCHES:

• First Presbyterian, Ossian: 
apple dumplings from the 
kitchen window; Friday and 
Saturday, 4-8 pm.

• New Hope Lutheran: Bake 
sale at their booth.

• St. Aloysius Knights of 
Columbus: Pancake 
& Sausage Breakfast 
Saturday, 7 am to 10:30 am.

• Tower Life Center, Zanesville: 
ZUM sticks from their trailer.

SUPPORT THE NORTHERN 
WELLS FOOD PANTRY AND 

GET RIDE TICKETS FOR FREE!
For each non-perishable food item you bring, 
you will get TWO FREE ride tickets. (Ride tickets 
available with food donations only.) Bring food 
items to the Food Pantry booth, starting at 
5pm on Thursday. Limited number of tickets. 
First Come, First Served.

622-7499

“The 
Everything 

Store”
An American Company Serving America©

Gift Cards

622-7499

“The 
Everything 

Gift Cards

 MOSER & SON
 Heating & Air Conditioning

 CALL US  TODAY   824-0228
 With 50+ years of Experience and 4th 

 Generation Serving Bluffton Since 1933

Kerry Gentis, Manager

1308 S. Main St.
Bluffton, IN

(260) 824-0418

Bluffton Dental 
Clinic 

824-5940

Warren Dental 
Clinic 

375-2626 

Warren Family 
Dentistry 
375-2246

Smile Like a Champion!

ossianmeats.com 
3044 E 900 N Ossian Indiana 46777

ossianmeats.com 
3044 E 900 N Ossian Indiana 46777

“� e Midwest’s Finest Smoked Meats”

Since 1946
Ossian Meats

(260) 622-4191

 Waynedale 747-3186
 6810 Old Trail Rd.

 Ossian 622-4114
 120 W. Mill St.

All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”
Call us at 824-3262

JC’s GaraGe 
Door

SaleS & Service

Websites • Mobile Responsive Design • SEO
Business Page Creation • Social Media Creation 

Social Media Networks • Reputation Monitoring
Online Advertising & Marketing

nb-digital.com | 800.579.7576

A Division of News-Banner Publications, Inc.

NB Digital

Norwell High School
1100E US 223
Ossian, IN 46777
260-543-2213

Norwell Middle School
1100E US 223
Ossian, IN 46777
260-543-2218

Ossian Elementary
213 S Jefferson St.
Ossian, IN 46777
260-622-4179

Lancaster Center Elementary
275 E Jaskson
Bluffton, IN 46714
260-565-3135

www.nwcs.k12.in.us

3095 Van Horn St., Zanesville
(West on 224 to 300 W., Turn right heading north (6 miles))

(260)638-4123

LocaLLy SuppLied
LocaLLy owned

Mon–Wed  9-5pm
Thurs–Fri  9-6pm

Sat  8-1pm

Health Communities
215 Davis Rd. Ossian, IN 46777

O�  ce 260.622.7821 • Fax 260.622.4370
www.ossianhealthandrehab.com
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Mon-Fri  8am-5:30pm
Saturday  8am-12pm

420 N. Je� erson St.
PO Box 347
Ossian, IN

260.622.4186 • www.honeggervet.com

P.R. Makowski, D.V.M.

American researcher has been rescued from deep Turkish cave 
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Mean mother needs my help
Dear Annie: My mom probably 

has narcissism and borderline per-
sonality disorders but has never been 
diagnosed. She is extremely difficult 
to deal with, and everyone knows 
this. She believes she is super special, 
has very high standards and has been 
catered to by everyone. Her children 
have taken different paths in deal-
ing with her: One has rigid boundar-
ies and rarely deals with issues that 
arise. I am forever trying to help my 
mom; I have suffered greatly but have 
also gotten help and developed some 
boundaries so that she bothers me less 
than she did previously.

Neither of us live near our mom, 
and no one else related to her lives 
nearby. She lives alone and has been 
OK for a long time. She does have 
friends, all of whom are older. Now 
Mom seems to have dementia and is 
also sick. She needs help but rejects it. 
She remains impossible to deal with 
and impossible to please; her doc-
tor just dismissed her for her abusive 
ways.

So now she has what appear to be 
personality disorders with dementia 
and illness on top; meaning, she is 
confused and mixed up but also very 
angry, nasty and mean. She has reject-
ed anxiety or depression medication 
and all forms of therapy. She demands 
to be in control and seems to be com-
petent. I feel an obligation to get her 
help, but I can’t handle her, and, for 
my own mental and physical health, 
can’t let her control me or send me off 
the edge.

I’m going out to help her but am 
scared because I know her behavior, 
and attitude, are terrible. It seems like 
one remaining option is to go to court 
to get control and do what’s best for 

her. She can’t real-
ly do anything for 
herself; she never 
really did before 
either. I would 
appreciate your 
thoughts, please.

What I ask 
myself is, why 
was I dealt this 
hand? — Prob-
lem with Elderly 
Mom

Dear Problem: While the Disney 
fantasy of a fairy godmother would be 
ideal, most moms will never live up to 
those unrealistic expectations. It does 
sound like you were dealt a particu-
larly challenging hand with a mom 
like yours. The good news is that you 
are an adult now who survived this 
type of mother, and as an adult, you 
have a choice on how you want to 
have your relationship be with her. Set 
clear boundaries, and call her on it if 
she steps over them.

In the meanwhile, the best advice 
I can give you for your upcoming 
visit is to say the serenity prayer each 
time your mom puts you down. “God, 
grant me the serenity to accept the 
things I cannot change, the courage to 
change the things I can, and the wis-
dom to know the difference.”

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favorite 
columns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation — is 
available as a paperback and e-book. 
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your 
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM
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by Annie Lane
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Q: My church has 
decided to give messages 
from popular books that 
the pastor says are based 
on the Bible, but speak 
more clearly to today’s 
issues. He says the Bible 
is just a collection of 
books written by people. 
This bothers me greatly. 
Should pastors replace 
the Bible with books from 
the bestseller list? – B.L.

A:  Many people look 
to books that are sup-
posed to give answers 
to the great questions 
of life. Skeptics have 
attacked the Bible and 
retreated in confusion. 
Many have scoffed at its 
teaching, but are unable 
to produce an intellectu-
ally honest refutation. 
Others have denied its 
validity, but must surren-
der to its historical accu-

racy and archaeolog-
ical verification.

Statements are 
made by people every 
day, from many sources, 
and people are inclined 
to believe that they’re 
true and pass the infor-
mation on to others. Yet 
some of the same people 
will sow seeds of doubt 
about the validity of 
God’s Word.

The writers of the 
Bible spoke in many 
ways to indicate that God 
gave them their informa-
tion. If God didn’t speak 
to them, they were the 
most blatant and consis-
tent liars the world has 
ever known. If we cannot 
believe that God spoke 
to them in the Bible, then 
we cannot believe that 
the prophecies came true 
— and yet they did!

Many people get 
their belief about the 
Bible from secondhand 

sources. A smattering 
of Biblical movie epics, 
television reruns, and 
courses on comparative 
religion present man’s 
view of Scripture. Stu-
dents take courses in the 
Bible as literature — and 
many times these classes 
are used to undermine 
God’s Word. Second-
hand sources will not do. 
God speaks to us through 
the Bible. “All Scripture 
is given by inspiration of 
God” (2 Timothy 3:16). 
The Bible is not like any 
other book. It is a living 
book that works its way 
into the heart, mind, and 
soul.

(This column is based 
on the words and writ-
ings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



By HOOSIER 
AG TODAY

A Canadian-based com-
pany is licensing technol-
ogy developed and patented 
by animal science experts at 
Purdue University and pro-
ducing it for hog production 
farms beginning early next 
year.

IHT Group, a division 
of Decisive Dividend Corp. 
based in Winnipeg, Mani-
toba, is bringing patented 
cooling pad technology for 
hogs to the North American 
market in spring 2024.

The patented cool-
ing pads were developed 
to keep boars and sows 
cooler, improve their feed 
intake and milk output, and 
increase piglet wean weight.

The pads are 2-foot-by-4-
foot aluminum tread plates 
on top of copper pipes that 
circulate water. Sensors in 
the pads determine if the 
hog is too hot and circulate 
new water to keep the pad 
cool. The technology was 
designed by researchers in 
Purdue University’s Depart-
ment of Agricultural and 
Biological Engineering and 
Department of Animal Sci-
ences.

Heat harms hogs
Record heat across 

North America impacts not 
just people but also ani-
mals, including farmers’ 

livestock. Francisco Cabe-
zon, research president at 
Pipestone Research, which 
specializes in swine health 
research and recommenda-
tions, said overheating can 
cause problems for hogs.

“Under heat stress condi-
tions, lactating sows reduce 
their feed intake and milk 
output to attempt to reduce 
their metabolic heat produc-
tion. In consequence, their 
piglet growth and subse-
quent reproductive perfor-
mance is negatively affect-
ed,” said Cabezon, who 
earned his PhD at Purdue 
University. “In boars, some 
negative impacts of heat 
stress are decreased sperm 
motility and concentration 
and an increase in sperm 
abnormalities.”

Chris Grant, IHT presi-
dent, said farmers ben-
efit when their swine aren’t 
affected by heat stress.

“Animal welfare and 
well-being improve when 
heat stress is reduced,” 
Grant said. “Farmers will 
have a larger, healthier ani-
mal that can grow better and 
has a better chance of sur-
vivability at the next stage.”

Tests prove benefits
Allan Schinckel, a pro-

fessor in Purdue’s Depart-
ment of Animal Sciences, 
and Robert M. Stwalley III, 
associate clinical professor 

in Purdue’s Department of 
Agricultural and Biological 
Engineering, designed the 
cooling pads.

“The Purdue-developed 
IHT active swine cooling 
pads will represent a para-
digm shift in hog produc-
tion, increasing both opera-
tional efficiency and animal 
welfare,” Stwalley said. 
“We are refining the pads 
and their materials, cur-
rently testing stainless steel 
pipes versus copper pipes 
to continue optimizing their 
performance.”

Schinckel said the initial 
research showed the cooling 
pads make sows more com-
fortable.

“We saw a decrease 
in their overall respira-
tion rates, slightly lower 
internal temperatures and 
lower daily maximum 
temperatures. The sows 
also produced more heat, 
which corresponded to an 
increase in their feed intake 
and milk production; this 
improves animal welfare 
and well-being,” Schinckel 
said. “Piglets who were on 
the cooling pads had a 26 
percent increase in wean-
ing weight and 7.2 percent 
increase in feed intake.”

The initial research at 
Purdue also showed the 
cooling pads maintained 
boars’ semen quality by 

reducing heat stress abnor-
malities. The pads kept 
the boars cool even at high 
environmental temperatures 
and high humidity. They 
also kept the boars’ respira-
tion rate low.

Peer-reviewed papers 
about the initial research 
have been published in 
journals including Applied 
Engineering in Agriculture, 
Applied Animal Science, 
Computers and Electron-
ics in Agriculture, Journal 
of Animal Science, Live-
stock Science, The Profes-
sional Animal Scientist and 
the Journal of the American 
Society of Agricultural and 
Biological Engineers.

Schinckel will present a 
poster about the effects of 
cooling pads on sows prior 
to farrowing and mid and 
late lactation at the Allen D. 
Leman Swine Conference, 
which takes place Sept. 
16-19 at Saint Paul River-
Centre in Minnesota.

Initial research on the 
cooling pads’ effects on 
boars, sows and gilts con-
ducted at Purdue was fund-
ed by grants from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture and the 
Agricultural Science and 
Extension for Economic 
Development, or AgSEED, 
program from Purdue’s Col-

lege of Agriculture. IHT 
Group supported beta tests 
at Pipestone Research in 
Minnesota, led by Cabezon, 
and at Purdue and two com-
mercial facilities in the U.S. 
IHT Group funded a gradu-
ate student at Purdue during 
the beta test period. Data 
from those tests is being 
complied for summarization 
for analyses.
Manufacturing and sales

IHT evaluated pads for 
their commercial assess-
ment under a Commercial 
Evaluation Agreement with 
the Purdue Innovates Office 

of Technology Commercial-
ization. Based on the results 
of the evaluation, IHT and 
OTC negotiated an exclu-
sive license for manufactur-
ing and selling the pads.

“We will sell the pads 
across North America in 
spring 2024 as farmers pre-
pare for the heat stress of the 
summer,” Grant said. “That 
launch date will also allow 
us to compile and analyze 
final data from the boar stud 
tests, which will be avail-
able in October.”

Source: Purdue Research 
Foundation.
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Purdue hog-cooling invention to be manufactured by IHT Group

Purdue University receives $1M USDA grant 

By STEVE KOPPES
Purdue University

A team of Purdue University 
researchers has received a $1 mil-
lion grant from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture to improve feed 
efficiency and consistency on dairy 
farms by using automated video ana-
lytics systems. The grant is among 
$9.6 million in recent NIFA invest-
ments supporting 12 projects in animal 
innovation systems.

“Feed costs are the No. 1 cost 
for dairy farmers. In order to make 
improvements on feed efficiency, we 
have to provide feedback to farmers 
close to in real time,” said Jacquelyn 
Boerman, associate professor of ani-
mal sciences. “If we can improve the 
consistency of that feed and we know 
what individual cows are eating, we’re 
going to manage that feed better.  That 
has economic implications for dairy 
farmers.”

The dairy industry aims to become 
carbon neutral by 2050 via various 
approaches, including modifying the 
environment of the cow rumen and 
managing manure to reduce methane 
emissions. Boerman’s team will focus 
on enhancing dairy cow efficiency by 
providing them with consistent feed 
and measuring how much they eat.

A cattle nutritionist, Boerman 
will assess feed composition for 
consistency, which improves their 
milk production. Amy Reibman, the 
Elmore Professor of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering, will handle 
the video recording logistics and 
data analytics.

Dennis Buckmaster, professor 
of agricultural and biological engi-
neering, will integrate the data with 
software systems that can measure 
movement, temperature, water intake, 
rumination and milk-production data 
from cows. Linda Pfeiffer, associ-
ate professor of agricultural sciences 
education and communication, heads 
the project’s social sciences team, 
which will work with stakeholders to 
better understand how they can inte-
grate the video technology into their 
operations. 

The researchers will carry out the 

initial testing phase primarily at the 
Purdue Dairy Unit. “We hope that it 
will have applications for commer-
cial farms afterward,” Boerman said. 
The project has letters of support from 
the Indiana Dairy Producers and from 
farm nutrition companies.

Jacquelyn Boerman, associate pro-
fessor of animal sciences at Purdue 
University, and her husband are dairy 
farmers, as are her parents. “I want to 
improve the lives of dairy farmers and 
the cows that live on their farms,” she 
said.

The collaboration began with an 
internal 2022 proposal that led to fund-
ing a project between faculty members 
in the College of Agriculture and the 
College of Engineering. The new proj-
ect also extends the work of Matthew 
Rogers, who received a doctorate in 
agricultural and biological engineer-
ing from Purdue in 2022. Rogers used 
stereovision to measure the volume of 
granular agricultural materials.

If successful, the project will make 
it possible to measure feed intake on a 
per-animal basis in group settings. “To 
date, we have only measured output 
per animal and have inputs aggregat-
ed per group,” said Buckmaster, who 
is also the Dean’s Fellow for Digital 
Agriculture.

Buckmaster is excited to blend 
early career work on forages, feeding, 
total mixed ration (TMR) for dairy 
cows, and particle size with his more 
recent work in digital architectural data 
pipelines.

“The ability to know that each 
batch is uniformly blended without 
tremendously tedious and expensive 
sampling will also be of great value 
in TMR situations,” he said. His role 
will include assisting with the TMR 
uniformity experiments and feed char-
acterization.

“I expect there will be some analy-
sis and modeling needed to go from 
raw bulk volume measurements to per-
animal intake, too. That will involve 
density and moisture content aspects 
as well as appropriately dividing feed 
disappearance when cows are side by 
side,” he said.

The project’s video analytics com-
ponent will be designed to enhance 

understanding of the visual data that 
farmers depend upon for decision-
making.

“Farmers are trained to make a lot 
of decisions based on things that they 
see,” said Reibman, who specializes 
in video analytics for animals. “I’m an 
engineer. I want to solve problems. We 
should be able to design a system that 
can augment their abilities.

“We would like the system to be 
effective in an operational farm, and 
operational farms sometimes have 
harsh visual environments: bad light-
ing, dust. I call it shmutz in the air that 
gets on your cameras.”

Feed ranks as the highest cost in 
dairy farming. A team of Purdue Uni-
versity researchers will use video 
analytics systems to explore how to 
improve feed efficiency with a $1 mil-
lion grant from the USDA National 
Institute of Food and Agriculture.

The team’s guiding principles are to 
obtain the data they need with place-
ment of cameras and other equipment 
that dairy farmers will not have to 
work around.

“This notion that ‘it has to work the 
way it is’ instead of ‘can we change the 
environment so that it’ll work’ is fasci-
nating to me,” Reibman said.

Pfeiffer, who leads the project’s 
social science team, specializes in 
upstream, dialogic and coproduction 
communication models. “That means 
we’re engaged upstream in research 
as the technology is being designed,” 
Pfeiffer said. “And coproduction 
means that we’re taking feedback from 
stakeholders.”

For this project, farmers, nutrition-
ists, veterinarians and industry repre-
sentatives will share feedback with the 
engineers and the scientists as they’re 
designing these camera systems to 
improve feed efficiency.

“We’re frequently seeing tech-
nologies that are being developed to 
improve life often introduce costs, 
risks and challenges to the end user 
that are not often anticipated,” Pfeiffer 
said. And that can result in resistance 
to the technologies. 

The social science team also 
includes professor Mark Tucker and 
PhD candidate Rob Weiner, both in the 
Department of Agricultural Sciences 
Education and Communication.

The university aims to boost efficiency at dairy farms

USDA: Drop in Cash Receipts 
Leads to Lower Net Farm Income

By ERIC PFEIFFER
Hoosier Ag Today

USDA recently released 
a forecast for lower farm 
income in 2023. The net 
farm income estimate for 
2022 was $183 billion, and 
the 2023 forecast is $141.3 
billion. A major factor driv-
ing farm income lower is 
smaller cash receipts.

“The crop cash receipts 
are forecast to fall $11.2 
billion,” says Carrie Lit-
kowski, a senior economist 
with USDA’s Economic 
Research Service. “When 
combined with the change 
in inventory adjustments 
for crops, the value of crop 
production is forecast to 
decrease by $.08 billion. 
That’s less than a one per-
cent decline. Animal and 
animal products receipts, 

which I often refer to as 
livestock receipts, are fore-
cast to fall $11.9 billion with 
just a small adjustment for 
changes in inventory.”

Litkowski says the drop 
in cash receipts comes from 
lower prices and quantities 
sold.

“The primary factor 
behind the expected decline 
in cash receipts in 2023 is 
lower prices received by 
farmers for their commod-
ity production. In 2023, total 
cash receipts are forecast 
to fall $20 billion due to 
lower prices, with a smaller 
change due to lower quan-
tity sold on net. In total, 
cash receipts are forecast 
to decrease by $23 billion. 
Most of the decline in quan-
tity sold is from animal and 
animal product receipts in 

2023. But still, most of the 
decline in livestock receipts 
is due to lower prices.”

And we all know that 
the cost of production isn’t 
going down.

“Production expenses 
are forecast to increase 
$29.5 billion in 2023, 
which would lower net 
farm income because 
we subtract out expens-
es in the calculation of 
net income,” Litkowski 
explains. “Additionally, 
government payments are 
forecast to fall $2.9 bil-
lion, and all other chang-
es represent the forecast 
increase in farm-related 
income of $2.3 billion.”

Litkowski does add that 
despite lower net income 
this year, the farm economy 
remains strong.
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NOTICE
THE NEWS-BANNER IS

seeking a general assign-
ment reporter to join our staff.
We'd like to emphasize the
"general" in the job descrip-
tion — the reporter may cov-
er school boards, local city
councils, and crime, with
room for occasional feature
or enterprise stories. Photog-
raphy experience is a plus.
The News-Banner is an
award-winning daily. A new
reporter will join a staff of
several full-time reporters, as
well as multiple part-time and
freelance reporters. Please
send a cover letter, resume,
salary requirements and
three relevant clips (if appli-
cable) to publisher Doug
Brown, dougb@news-
banner.com. No phone calls,
please.

WE ARE HIRING

1ST SHIFT
COMPETITIVE WAGES

FULL TIME EMPLOYMENT

APPLY ONLINE AT
HTTPS://ALH-BUILDING.

COM

MUST PASS
DRUG SCREEN

MARKLE, IN

Lottery Numbers
Monday’s Drawings

HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 13-17-20-27-

40
Cash4Life — 01-09-19-

28-52, Cash Ball: 01
Quick Draw Midday — 

04-05-20-21-24-29-37-38-
39-42-45-51-56-58-61-62-
64-70-76-77, BE: 29

Daily Three-Midday — 
07-09-09, SB: 00

Daily Three-Evening — 
09-02-01, SB: 03

Daily Four-Midday — 
02-00-06-09, SB: 00

Daily Four-Evening — 
02-03-08-08, SB: 03

Quick Draw Evening 
— 02-03-05-14-15-18-19-
20-24-33-35-47-53-57-61-
64-66-73-80, BE: 57

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $31.7 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Tuesday):  $141 million
POWERBALL

09-25-27-53-66; Power-
ball: 05; Power Play: 2X

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

Primary 
Contracting, LLC

Decks • Roofing • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding
Remodeling • Storm Damage • Trim Wood Working and more!

Free 
Estimates

260-223-4276

Owner - Edwin Wickey Competitive Rates!

Decks • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding • Remodeling
Metal and Shingle Roofing • Storm Damage •Trim Wood Working and more!

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

J&F Wood Working
Custom Cabinet

New Construction
Remodel

Custom 
Wood 

Working of 
Any Kind.

260-223-4243

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

Come See Us for Your CBD Oil Needs

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest ServicesAll Plumbing Service

Water Softeners and Water 
Heaters and Water Hookups

Stools and Sinks Tubs 
Showers - Fix Leaks 

LJ Mechanical LLC
Commercial and Residential

Licensed and Insured
Joseph (260) 402-2676        PLC 12300146#

Goods & services 
directory

BIDDING STARTS CLOSING 
SEPTEMBER 12 - 10 a.m. 
EST - Whites Meat Market, 
owner. Complete liquidation! 
Delivery trucks, trailers, Kubota 
BX2230 tractor w/loader, Cat 
forklift, walk-in coolers, South-
ern Pride SC-200SM smoker, 
meat saws, scales, display 
coolers, retail shelving, stain-
less sinks and tables, more! 
Pick up: Sept. 14, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. EST, Second pick up loca-
tion TBD. Krueckeberg Auction 
& Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 
260-724-7402.
SEPTEMBER 14 - Online - 
2-6 p.m. - Farm: GRS Hold-
ings. Property location: 7370 
E US 224, Craigville, IN. Wells 
Co., Lancaster Twp., 2.243+/- 
acres include: 1,952 sf 2-story 
home (4 bedrooms, 2 baths), 
attached garage, basement, 
4,860 sf pole barn (metal roof, 
half concrete floor), 5,000+ sf 
historical pin frame barn (metal 
roof), (3) steel grain bins. Hal-
derman Real Estate & Farm 
Management, 800-424-2324, 
halderman.com, Rick Johnloz, 
260-827-8181.
SEPTEMBER 26 - 6 p.m. - 
Steven H. Arnold, seller. OK 
Modern Dry Cleaners, 404 S. 
Main St., Bluffton. Empty build-
ing, 1,078 sq. ft., 70’x55’ lot, 
half bath. Open house Sept. 
12, 4-6 p.m. Heartland Auction 
& Realty, Inc., 260-724-3499, 
heartlandauctionrealty.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND 
STARTS CLOSING SEP-
TEMBER 26 - 6 p.m. EST 
- Leo Thieme, owner. Real 
estate 6 p.m.: 1,780 sq. feet, 
full basement, 3 bedroom, 2 
full bath home, oversize 2 car 
attached garage, 3 acres. Per-
sonal property 6:30 p.m.: 2007 
Dodge Grand Caravan, 131k 
miles, appliances, antiques, 
collectibles, furniture, fish 
and animal mounts, house-
hold items, tools, etc. Preview 
Sept. 12, 5-6, 6850 E 700 N, 
Decatur. Krueckeberg Auction 
& Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 
260-724-7402.
SEPTEMBER 28 - 1 p.m. 
AND SEPTEMBER 29 - 8 
a.m. - Secured creditors & 
various consignors, owners. 
815 Adams St., Decatur. Truck 
& equipment and online only 
equipment. Day 1: skid loader 
attachments, tool boxes, work-
benches, iron gates, chains 
& binders, 1 Trip 40’ high side 
shipping container w/side 
doors, dome shelter contain-
ers, truck take off parts, more! 
Day 2 live and online bid-
ding: 700+ lots! 2012-2014 
Freightliner M2106 box trucks, 
dump, utility, & bucket trucks, 
day cabs, utility & semi trail-
ers, SUVs, pickups, skid steer 
attachments. Accepting con-
signments! Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, Kjauction.
com, 260-724-7402.
OCTOBER 1-8 - (Online 
Only) - Estate of Robert Isch, 

seller. 1978 White 2-50 diesel 
tractor, 2015 Ex-Mark Laser-Z 
zero turn riding lawn mower, 
2002 Simplicity lawn mower, 
2006 Simplicity Legacy riding 
lawn mower, single axle util-
ity trailer, tandem axle trailer, 
14’ hay wagon, 3 bottom plow, 
Winco generator, lawn and 
garden, tools, antique & mod-
ern furniture, antiques, primi-
tives, glassware, household. 
Preview: Sept. 28, Oct. 5, from 
3-6 p.m., 601 E St. Rd. 124, 
Monroe. Sale manager, Patrick 
Carter, The Steffen Group Inc., 
260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.
com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND 
STARTS CLOSING OCTO-
BER 8 STARTING AT 4 PM 
EST - Larry Beer, owner. 
Sports collector’s dream! 950+ 
lots featuring lots of sports 

memorabilia, signed jerseys, 
bats & balls, MLB, NFL, MLB 
cards (some cards Graded), 
die cast toys, stamp collection, 
yard & hand tools, Yamaha 
gas powered golf cart, like new 
Cub Cadet riding lawn mower, 
household, furniture, Fenton 
glass, Roseville & Hull pot-
tery, more! Preview: Oct. 5, 
4-6 p.m., 909 Woodridge Ct., 
Decatur. Krueckeberg Auction 
& Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 
260-724-7402.

Public Notices
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

Sheriffs Sale File Number 
90-23-0018-SS

Sale Date & Time of Sale 
10/11/2023 at 1:00 PM

Cause Number 90D01-2304-
MF-000005

Judgment to be Satisfied 
$37,040.12

Plaintiff Matrix Financial Ser-
vices Corporation

Defendant  JESLYNN C. 
RUBLE

TO THE OWNERS OF THE 
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL 
ESTATE AND ALL INTERESTED 
PARTIES

By virtue of a certified copy of 
a decree to me directed from the 
Clerk of Superior/Circuit Court of 
Wells County, Indiana requiring me 
to make the sum as provided for in 
said Decree with interest and cost, 
I will expose at public sale to the 
highest bidder, at the hour of 1:00 
PM of said day as listed above, at 
Courthouse, 102 W. Market St., 
1st Fl., Bluffton, IN 46714 the fee 
simple of the whole body of Real 
Estate in Wells County, Indiana:

	 Thirty-one (31) feet of even 
width off of the entire South side 
of Lot Numbered Sixteen (16) 
as known and designated on 
the recorded plat of Winterville 
Addition to the Town, now City 
of Bluffton, Wells County, Indi-
ana.

	 Commonly known as: 725 
West Wiley Avenue, Bluffton, IN 
46714

	 State Parcel Number: 90-08-
04-514-018.000-004

Together with rents, issues, 
income and profits thereof, said 
sale will be made without relief 
from valuation or appraisement 
laws. This Notice shall also rep-
resent service of Notice of Sale of 
the above-described real estate 
upon the owners, pursuant to 
requirements of IC 32-29-7-3.

	 Scott Holliday,
Sheriff of Wells County

Township HARRISON TOWN-
SHIP 

Common Street Address 725 
West Wiley Avenue, Bluffton, IN 
46714

Parcel Number
 Property Tax ID: 90-08-04-514-

018.000-004
Attorney Brian Berger
Attorney Number 19753-45
Law Firm Codilis Law, LLC
Contact Number (219) 736-

5579
Contact Email sales@codilis.

com
Atty File Number 15-23-00424
The Sheriff’s office does not 

warrant the accuracy of the com-
monly known street address. It 
is the buyer’s responsibility to 
research the legal description and 
associated legal filings.

PLEASE SERVE:
PERSONAL or COPY

Jeslynn C. Ruble 
1612 West Quincy Street
Apartment 2 
Garrett, IN 46738 

nb 8/29, 9/5, 9/12
hspaxlp

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
Sheriffs Sale File Number 

90-23-0017-SS
Sale Date & Time of Sale 

10/11/2023 at 1:00 PM
Cause Number 90C01-2211-

MF-000038
Judgment to be Satisfied 

$146,739.45
Plaintif f  Deutsche Bank 

National Trust Company, as Trust-
ee for Soundview Home Loan 
Trust 2006-WF1, Asset- Backed 
Certificates, Series 2006-WF1

Defendant DONALD G. HUSS; 
ET AL

TO THE OWNERS OF THE 
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL 
ESTATE AND ALL INTERESTED 
PARTIES

By virtue of a certified copy of 
a decree to me directed from the 
Clerk of Superior/Circuit Court of 
Wells County, Indiana requiring me 
to make the sum as provided for in 
said Decree with interest and cost, 
I will expose at public sale to the 
highest bidder, at the hour of 1:00 
PM of said day as listed above, at 
Courthouse, 102 W. Market St., 
1st Fl., Bluffton, IN 46714 the fee 
simple of the whole body of Real 
Estate in Wells County, Indiana:

	 Part of the Northwest Quar-
ter of Section 17, Township 26 
North, Range 12 East, Harrison 
Township, Wells County, Indi-
ana, described as follows: Start-
ing at the Northwest corner of 
said Northwest Quarter found 
per record witness; thence East-
erly, 200.00 feet along the North 
line of said Northwest Quarter to 
the place of beginning; thence 
continuing Easterly, 322.00 feet 
along said North line; thence 
Southerly, deflecting right 90 
degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds, 
270.56 feet; thence Westerly, 
deflecting right 90 degrees 00 
minutes 00 seconds, 322.00 feet 
parallel with the North line of 
said Northwest Quarter; thence 
Northerly, deflecting right 90 
degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds, 
270.56 feet to the place of begin-
ning. Containing 2.00 acres, 
more or less.

	 Commonly known as: 1086 
East 200 South, Bluffton, IN 46714

	 State Parcel Number: 90-08-
17-200-006.000-003

Together with rents, issues, 
income and profits thereof, said 
sale will be made without relief 
from valuation or appraisement 
laws. This Notice shall also rep-
resent service of Notice of Sale of 
the above-described real estate 
upon the owners, pursuant to 
requirements of IC 32-29-7-3.

	 Scott Holliday,
Sheriff of Wells County

Township HARRISON TOWN-
SHIP 

Common Street Address 
1086 East 200 South, Bluffton, IN 
46714

Parcel Number Property Tax 
ID: 90-08-17-200-006.000-003

Attorney Robert S. Kruszynski
Attorney Number 15488-45
Law Firm Codilis Law, LLC
Contact Number (219) 736-

5579
Contact Email sales@codilis.

com
Atty File Number 15-22-01486
The Sheriff’s office does not 

warrant the accuracy of the com-
monly known street address. It 
is the buyer’s responsibility to 
research the legal description and 
associated legal filings.

nb 8/29, 9/5, 9/12
hspaxlp

            Public Sale
         Calendar

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

HELOISE HINT: If you are go-
ing to visit garage sales in your 
area. Be sure to take several 
business cards with you. If you 
have your eye on something 
and would rather buy it when 
the price lowers, the garage 
sale host can call you and 
let you know. Fax Heloise @ 
210-HELOISE (435-6473).

202 OAK FOREST DR
BLUFFTON MULTI-FAMILY
GARAGE SALE Trolling mo-
tor, Power Washer, Electric
mobility scooter, Air tools, Ju-
niors clothing, Women's cloth-
ing, Children's clothing,
Household items and decor,
Books, Sep. 14 8:00 AM-5:00
PM, Sep. 15 8:00 AM-5:00
PM, Sep. 16 8:00 AM- Rain or
Shine

SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

Notices

HAVING AN UPCOMING

event? A 20 word, line classi-
fied ad in the Bluffton News-
Banner for six days is only
$24.50. Add a border for an
additional $1 or a graphic for
an additional $5. Contact the
office at 260-824-0224, 125 N.
Johnson St. or submit online at
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Help Wanted

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

LENGERICH MEATS IS look-
ing for a motivated and reliable
individual with great attention
to detail to join our team. The
position is for general labor
starting at $15.00/hr. Send
your resume to
Lengerich@frontier.com or
stop in and fill out an applica-
tion.

Place a three day garage sale 
line classified ad and receive 

a free garage sale kit!


