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Splish splash
Above, baby Adelaide enjoyed 

the water at the Roush Park 
splash pad Thursday evening.

At right, Cash McLeod beat the 
heat racing through the water 
fountains. (Photos by Sydney 

Kent)

Norwell reviews 
successes and 
room for growth

By HOLLY GASKILL
Looking into a new school year, 

the Norwell Community School 
board is also looking back at the 
district’s previous successes and 
needs. 

Tuesday, during a strategic 
planning session, each school prin-
cipal shared data from the previ-
ous year. 

In 2023, 184 students gradu-
ated from the district and another 
received a Certification of Com-
pletion. Norwell High School 
Principal Kam Meyer reported 
these graduates earned a total 
of 1,290 college credits, an esti-
mated $350,000 cost savings, and 
107 students passed an Advanced 
Placement exam, possibly earn-
ing additional college credit. There 
are now 40 dual-credit opportuni-
ties within the school, and Meyer 
stated the school hopes to add two 
more dual-credit courses. 

However, two students did not 
graduate, with one dropping out 
due to lack of interest and anoth-
er transferring districts and not 
re-enrolling. The class graduated 
16 students from the alternative 
school, but Meyer emphasized 
that the administration is focused 
on identifying student needs early 
to provide support and graduation 
pathways. 

For the middle school, Princi-
pal Andrew Enderle highlighted 
the school’s test scores, which 
exceed state averages, but not at 
a level Enderle would like to aim 
for. Statewide, 26.6 percent of sev-
enth grade students are categorized 
as proficient in math and language 
arts on the ILEARN test. At NWS, 
44 percent of seventh grade stu-
dents are proficient. 

“In my mind, it’s hard for me 
to grasp that a 30 percent passing 
rate is what our target should be,” 
Enderle said. “I want to push us in 
the direction of being a compara-
tive … to look at some schools 
who are at the top of the passing 
rate because we have to get there. 
We have a 20 percent margin 
demand gap (to that level) — and 
that’s a huge margin, but some-
body’s doing it the right way.”

Enderle said the school is 
implementing an intervention 
block in the school schedule and 
high school credit opportunities, 
as well as implementing data sys-
tems to identify school and student 
needs.

Lancaster Elementary Principal 
Ginger Butcher and Ossian Ele-
mentary Principal Theresa Casto 
also shared state testing data, 
which similarly showed passing 

Man pleads guilty 
to child molestation

By SYDNEY KENT
A Bluffton man may spend 

the rest of his life in prison after 
allegedly repeatedly molesting his 
granddaughter.

Carter Talmidge Arnold, 66, 
pled guilty to child molesting, a 
Level 1 felony, and molesting a 
child under 14-years-old, a Level 
4 felony, in the Wells Circuit Court 
last week. As part of the plea 
agreement, 16 additional charges 
were dismissed.

According to a probable cause 
affidavit, Arnold’s 13-year-old 
granddaughter allegedly reported 
that Arnold would bribe her with 
drinks and snacks after he touched 
her inappropriately. He also threat-
ened she would not be able to get 
off of the bus at his house anymore 
if she did not consent to the abuse, 
which would cause her to have to 
switch schools. She said Arnold 
also allegedly suggested he would 
include her 8-year-old sister in the 
abuse as her sister grew up.

The victim told her friends 

about  the 
o n g o i n g 
sexual abuse 
that would 
take place 
at Arnold’s 
home after 
s c h o o l . 
Her friends 
reported this 
to the school 
counselor.

A r n o l d 
admitted to 
the allegations to officers investi-
gating the case. He confirmed he 
created a bartering system where 
he would give his granddaughter 
candy, jewelry, and art supplies in 
exchange for enduring the abuse. 
Arnold also allegedly told officers 
he “tried not to” and that he has 
been single for over 20 years.

Upon conviction, a Level 1 
felony carries a penalty of 20-40 
years in prison. A Level 4 felony 
carries a possible prison sentence 

Flooding fills tunnels to Detroit airport, 
forces water rescues in Ohio, Las Vegas

By MIKE HOUSEHOLDER 
and SAMANTHA HENDRICKSON 

Associated Press
ROMULUS, Mich. (AP) — Heavy rain flooded 

an Ohio highway where people were rescued from 
their cars, covered the Las Vegas Strip with water and 
temporarily closed a busy airport terminal outside 
Detroit.

Parts of the western United States have been del-
uged in recent weeks with rain from Tropical Storm 
Hilary, and much of the central U.S. was beaten down 
by deadly sweltering heat. In Hawaii and Washing-
ton, emergency crews battled catastrophic wildfires.

Areas in southeast Michigan got over 5 inches of 
rain by Thursday morning, resulting in street flood-
ing in the Detroit area, including tunnels leading to 
Detroit Metropolitan Airport in the suburb of Romu-
lus, officials said. Officials reopened the airport’s 
McNamara Terminal Thursday afternoon.

Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer activated the 

State Emergency Operations Center on Thursday eve-
ning to provide support to affected communities “as 
they respond to the impacts of flooding.”

A few hours earlier Thursday, Mitzi Hale and her 
three sons ate some snacks out of a vending machine 
as they awaited word on the status of the terminal.

The 42-year-old from Brighton and her sons — 
10, 13 and 20 — were to board a mid-morning flight 
to Florida. They were scheduled to visit Walt Disney 
World’s Magic Kingdom theme park on Friday before 
embarking on a Disney cruise through the Caribbean, 
beginning on Saturday.

Making matters worse: The quartet had the same 
vacation booked for November of last year, but 
missed out due to a tropical storm that struck the 
region.

“We’re just having flashbacks,” said Hale, who 
lives in Brighton, Michigan, located between Detroit 
and Lansing.

Maui County sues utility, alleging negligence over fires
By JENNIFER 

SINCO KELLEHER
 and GENE JOHNSON

Associated Press
HONOLULU (AP) — Maui 

County sued Hawaiian Electric 
Company on Thursday over the 
fires that devastated Lahaina, say-
ing the utility negligently failed to 
shut off power despite exception-
ally high winds and dry condi-
tions.

Witness accounts and video 
indicated that sparks from power 

lines ignited fires as utility poles 
snapped in the winds, which were 
driven by a passing hurricane. The 
Aug. 8 fires killed at least 115 peo-
ple and left an unknown number 
of others missing, making them 
the deadliest in the U.S. in more 
than a century.

Hawaii Electric said in a state-
ment it is “very disappointed that 
Maui County chose this litigious 
path while the investigation is still 
unfolding.”

The lawsuit said the destruc-

tion could have been avoided 
and that the utility had a duty “to 
properly maintain and repair the 
electric transmission lines, and 
other equipment including utility 
poles associated with their trans-
mission of electricity, and to keep 
vegetation properly trimmed and 
maintained so as to prevent con-
tact with overhead power lines and 
other electric equipment.”

The utility knew that high 
winds “would topple power poles, 
knock down power lines, and 

ignite vegetation,” the lawsuit 
said. “Defendants also knew that 
if their overhead electrical equip-
ment ignited a fire, it would spread 
at a critically rapid rate.”

A drought in the region had left 
plants, including invasive grasses, 
dangerously dry. As Hurricane 
Dora passed roughly 500 miles 
south of Hawaii, strong winds 
toppled at least 30 power poles in 
West Maui. Video shot by a Lahai-
na resident shows a downed power 
line setting dry grasses alight. 

Firefighters initially contained that 
fire, but then left to attend to other 
calls, and residents said the fire 
later reignited and raced toward 
downtown Lahaina.

With downed power lines, 
police or utility crews blocking 
some roads, traffic ground to a 
standstill along Lahaina’s Front 
Street. A number of residents 
jumped into the water off Maui 
as they tried to escape the flam-
ing debris and overheated black 

Carter 
Talmidge Arnold

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)



WASHINGTON (AP) — 
A preliminary U.S. intelli-
gence assessment concluded 
that an intentional explosion 
caused the plane crash pre-
sumed to have killed a mer-
cenary leader who was eulo-
gized Thursday by Vladimir 
Putin, even as suspicions 
grew that the Russian presi-
dent was the architect of the 
assassination.

One of the U.S. and 
Western officials who 
described the initial assess-
ment said it determined 
that Yevgeny Prigozhin was 
“very likely” targeted and 
that the explosion falls in 
line with Putin’s “long his-
tory of trying to silence his 
critics.”

The officials, who spoke 
on the condition of anonym-
ity because they were not 
authorized to comment, did 
not offer any details about 
what caused the explosion, 
which was widely believed 
to be vengeance for the 
mutiny in June that posed 
the biggest challenge to the 
Russian leader’s 23-year 
rule. Several of Prigozhin’s 
lieutenants were also pre-

sumed dead.
Pentagon spokesman 

Gen. Pat Ryder said press 
reports that a surface-to-
air missile took down the 
plane were inaccurate. He 
declined to say whether the 
U.S. suspected a bomb or 
believed the crash was an 
assassination.

Details of the intelli-
gence assessment surfaced 
as Putin expressed his con-
dolences to the families of 
those who were reported 
to be aboard the jet and 
referred to “serious mis-
takes” by Prigozhin.

The jet carrying the 
founder of the Wagner mili-
tary company and six other 
passengers crashed Wednes-
day soon after taking off 
from Moscow with a crew 
of three, according to Rus-
sia’s civil aviation authority. 
Rescuers found 10 bodies, 
and Russian media cited 
anonymous sources in Wag-
ner who said Prigozhin was 
dead. But there has been no 
official confirmation.

President Joe Biden, 
speaking to reporters 
Wednesday, said he believed 

Putin was behind the crash, 
though he acknowledged 
that he did not have infor-
mation verifying his belief.

“I don’t know for a fact 
what happened, but I’m 
not surprised,” Biden said. 
“There’s not much that hap-
pens in Russia that Putin’s 
not behind.”

The passenger manifest 
also included Prigozhin’s 
second-in-command, who 
baptized the group with his 
nom de guerre, as well as 
Wagner’s logistics chief, a 
fighter wounded by U.S. 
airstrikes in Syria and at 
least one possible body-
guard.

It was not clear why sev-
eral high-ranking members 
of Wagner, including top 
leaders who are normally 
exceedingly careful about 
their security, were on the 
same flight. The purpose of 
their joint trip to St. Peters-
burg was unknown.

At Wagner ’s head-
quarters in St. Petersburg, 
lights were turned on in the 

shape of a large cross, and 
Prigozhin supporters built a 
makeshift memorial, piling 
red and white flowers out-
side the building Thursday, 
along with company flags 
and candles.

In this first comments 
on the crash, Putin said the 
passengers had “made a sig-
nificant contribution” to the 
fighting in Ukraine.

“We remember this, we 
know, and we will not for-
get,” he said in a televised 
interview with the Russian-
installed leader of Ukraine’s 
partially occupied Donetsk 
region, Denis Pushilin.

Putin recalled that he had 
known Prigozhin since the 
early 1990s and described 
him as “a man of difficult 
fate” who had “made seri-
ous mistakes in life, and 
he achieved the results he 
needed — both for himself 
and, when I asked him about 
it, for the common cause, as 
in these last months. He was 
a talented man, a talented 
businessman.”
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Norwell review Weather
Friday, August 25, 2023

(24-hour observations at 9:35 p.m. Thursday)
High: 88; Low: 68; Precipitation: 0.11 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.15  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast
Today: Partly sunny, with a high near 87. Northwest 

wind 5 to 10 mph. 
Tonight: A 20 percent chance of showers and thunder-

storms after 2 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 68. 
North wind around 5 mph. 

Saturday: A 10 percent chance of showers and thun-
derstorms before 8 a.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 81. 
North wind 5 to 10 mph. 

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 57. 
Northeast wind around 10 mph. 

Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 77.
Sunday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 55.
Monday: Sunny, with a high near 79.
Monday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 57.
Tuesday: A 20 percent chance of showers. Mostly sunny, 

with a high near 77.
Tuesday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 52.
Wednesday: Sunny, with a high near 71.
Wednesday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 47.
Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 73.
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rates above state averages. 
Across the grades and sub-
jects, 44.8 percent of OES 
students and 44 percent of 
LES students meet or exceed 
proficiency standards. 

In wanting to increase 
those percentages, either 
school plans to implement 
more regular meetings to 
discuss improving instruc-
tion, at-risk students, and 
goal-setting.

As a district, Assistant 

Superintendent Anna Mur-
phy and Superintendent 
Mike Springer outlined a 
number of 2022-23 com-
pleted projects and goals 
for 2023-24. In the previ-
ous year, Murphy highlight-
ed raises and professional 
development for teachers, 
additional dual-credit and 
career and technical oppor-
tunities, and school safety 
investments, among many 
other items.

The following future 

goals were outlined: 
• Establish student 

achievement goals
• Finalize implementa-

tion of the data warehouse 
system

• Adopt elementary sci-
ence curriculum

• Reviewing related arts 
curricular materials

• Implement NMS alter-
native school programming 
at the C.O. location

• Establish clear proto-
cols and expectations for 

participation in district-wide 
decision-making processes

• Reimplement a new 
teacher mentor program for 
all teachers new to the dis-
trict

• Establish and consis-
tently implement the Nor-
well Next rebranding guide

At the next strategic plan-
ning meeting, Sept. 12, the 
district will host a budget 
workshop to review the pre-
vious year’s finances and pre-
pare the upcoming budget. 

of 2-12 years, with an advi-
sory sentence of six years. 
Arnold has been incarcer-
ated at the Wells County Jail 
since his arrest in March, 
with a bond set at $260,000.

Due to his age, the 
amount of money required 

to post bail, and the potential 
prison time he is facing, it is 
likely Arnold will spend the 
remainder of his life incar-
cerated. A sentencing hear-
ing is scheduled for 1 p.m. 
on Sept. 27 in the Wells Cir-
cuit Court.

sydney@news-banner.com

Hale and her boys stood on a 
pedestrian walkway inside the air-
port’s Evans terminal, which was open 
on Thursday morning. They looked 
through a window toward street level 
at a fleet of shuttle buses that typically 
take passengers to McNamara.

“I’m trying to be positive, but the 
boys are a little stressed out,” Hale 
said.

While speaking to a reporter, she 
received a text from Delta Air Lines 
informing her that their flight had been 
pushed back another hour.

Asked whether Hale believed she 
and her family would make it to Flori-
da by the end of the day, she said: “Fin-
gers crossed.”

Scientists say that without exten-
sive study they cannot directly link a 
single weather event to climate change, 
but that climate change is respon-
sible for more intense and more fre-
quent extreme events such as storms, 
droughts, floods and wildfires. Climate 
change is largely caused by human 
activities that emit carbon dioxide, 
methane and other greenhouse gases 
into the atmosphere, according to the 
vast majority of peer-reviewed studies, 
science organizations and climate sci-
entists.

The overnight storms caused power 
outages across Michigan, concentrated 
in the Detroit area. Later in the day, 
after severe storms in the western part 
of the state, more than 100,000 homes 
and businesses were in the dark across 

Michigan, according to poweroutage.
us.

“We were getting rainfall rates 
above an inch an hour, which is pretty 
significant,” said Brian Cromwell, a 
meteorologist with the National Weath-
er Service in Detroit.

Cromwell added that more severe 
thunderstorms with torrential rains 
were possible over the region Thursday 
evening.

Up to 8 inches of rain also hit some 
areas of north-central Ohio, according 
to Brian Mitchell with the National 
Weather Service in Cleveland. The 
northeast part of the state saw at least 
5 inches from midday Wednesday into 
Thursday morning, with winds reach-
ing up to 60 mph in some areas.

Lorain County, which received 
around 6 inches of rain, canceled its 
county fair Thursday due to “storms, 
flooding, closed roads and damage.”

In Lakewood, Ohio, 10 people were 
rescued from seven cars on a section of 
Interstate 90 on Wednesday night after 
their vehicles got stuck in the water 
that reached to the windows, Capt. 
Gary Stone said. The highway was 
shut down in both directions at one 
point. No one was hurt.

“It was a bad mess down there,” 
Stone said, noting that while Lake-
wood is often hit by bad storms com-
ing off of Lake Erie, this kind of flood-
ing was unheard of.

In Las Vegas, a fast-moving storm 
flooded parts of the city, including 
the strip. Police started getting calls 

shortly before 9 p.m. Wednesday for 
help and rescued one person, Metro-
politan Police Department Lt. Miguel 
Ibarra told the Las Vegas Review-Jour-
nal. But he said another person was 
believed to be missing.

Police attempted a rescue around 
9:30 p.m., but were unsuccessful and 
were still searching, Ibarra said. He 
said there may be two other victims. A 
message seeking further comment was 
left with the department.

Accumulations were less than an 
inch, the National Weather Service 
said. More rain was in the forecast 
Thursday.

“We do have so much moisture” lin-
gering from tropical storms Hilary and 
the remnants of Harold, meteorologist 
Jenn Varian said Thursday morning.

Meanwhile, it was the heat — not 
rainfall — causing problems in the 
Midwest and forcing children across 
the country to learn in hotter class-
rooms or go home early. Des Moines 
Public Schools in Iowa announced that 
is was dismissing classes three hours 
early on Thursday, the second day of 
the fall semester.

Schools officials said in a news 
release that most district buses are 
not air-conditioned, and that several 
drivers had to be monitored for heat 
exhaustion at the end of Wednesday’s 
routes. The forecast for Thursday was 
equally bad, with the National Weath-
er Service predicting a high of 99 that 
would actually feel more like 109 
because of the humidity.

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)
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Flood fills tunnels

Maui County
smoke enveloping down-
town.

Dozens of searchers in 
snorkel gear this week have 
been combing a 4-mile 
stretch of water for signs 
of anyone who might have 
perished. Crews are also 
painstakingly searching for 
remains among the ashes 
of destroyed businesses and 
multistory residential build-
ings.

For now, the number of 
confirmed dead stands at 115, 
a number that the county said 
is expected to rise. The FBI 
and Maui County police are 
still trying to figure out how 
many others might be unac-
counted for. The FBI said 
Tuesday there were 1,000 to 

1,100 names on a tentative, 
unconfirmed list.

“Our primary focus in 
the wake of this unimagi-
nable tragedy has been to do 
everything we can to sup-
port not just the people of 
Maui, but also Maui Coun-
ty,” Hawaiian Electric’s 
statement said.

Hawaiian Electric is a for-
profit, investor-owned, pub-
licly traded utility that serves 
95 percent of Hawaii’s elec-
tric customers. It is also fac-
ing several lawsuits from 
Lahaina residents as well as 
one from some of its own 
investors, who accused it 
of fraud in a federal lawsuit 
Thursday, saying it failed to 
disclose that its wildfire pre-
vention and safety measures 

were inadequate.
Maui County’s lawsuit 

notes other utilities, such as 
Southern California Edison 
Company, Pacific Gas & 
Electric, and San Diego Gas 
& Electric, have procedures 
for shutting off power dur-
ing during bad windstorms 
and said the “severe and 
catastrophic losses ... could 
have easily been prevented” 
if Hawaiian Electric had a 
similar shutoff plan.

The county said it is 
seeking compensation for 
damage to public property 
and resources in Lahaina as 
well as nearby Kula.

Other utilities have been 
found liable for devastating 
fires recently.

In June, a jury in Oregon 

found the electric utility 
PacifiCorp responsible for 
causing devastating fires 
during Labor Day weekend 
in 2020, ordering the com-
pany to pay tens of millions 
of dollars to 17 homeowners 
who sued and finding it lia-
ble for broader damages that 
could push the total award 
into the billions.

Pacific Gas & Elec-
tric declared bankruptcy 
and pleaded guilty to 84 
counts of manslaughter after 
its neglected equipment 
caused a fire in the Sierra 
Nevada foothills in 2018 
that destroyed nearly 19,000 
homes, businesses and other 
buildings and virtually razed 
the town of Paradise, Cali-
fornia.

(Continued from Page 1)

Pleads guilty

By EUGENE GARCIA, 
AMY TAXIN

 and JOHN ANTCZAK 
Associated Press

TRABUCO CANYON, 
Calif. (AP) — The retired 
police sergeant who opened 
fire during a lively Wednes-
day evening at a popular 
Southern California biker 
bar had traveled from Ohio 
to confront his estranged 
wife, shooting her in the 
face before turning his gun 
on the crowd, authorities 
said.

John Snowling killed 
three people, including his 
wife’s dining companion 
and a man who approached 
him as Snowling retrieved 
additional guns from his 
truck, and wounded six oth-
ers, Orange County Sheriff 
Don Barnes said Thursday. 
He was fatally shot by depu-
ties within minutes of the 
rampage.

The shooting unfolded 
as a cover band entertained 
guests during the bar’s 
popular weekly spaghetti 
night. Snowling entered 
the bar, walked up to Marie 
Snowling and immediately 
shot her without saying a 
word, authorities said. Some 
patrons froze and others ran 
as bullets flew inside the bar 
before Snowling went out 
to the parking lot and con-
tinued to fire, witnesses and 
authorities said.

As the shooting began, 
M Street band keyboardist 
Mark Johnson hid behind a 
speaker with his wife, singer 
Debbie Johnson.

“Once he started shoot-
ing, it was very indiscrimi-
nate,” Mark Johnson said.

Snowling, 59, was a 
retired police sergeant with 
the Ventura Police Depart-
ment in Southern Califor-
nia. His wife, Marie Snowl-

ing, had filed for divorce 
in December 2022, citing 
irreconcilable differences. 
The proceedings were ongo-
ing and the case was sched-
uled for a mandatory settle-
ment conference in Novem-
ber.

Married for more than 
three decades, they have two 
adult children.

Officials said John 
Snowling traveled from 
Ohio, where he had been 
living on a 7-acre property 
with his dog, according to 
his divorce lawyer, Tristan 
teGroen. It was unclear 
when he arrived in South-
ern California, where he still 
owns property in Camarillo. 
There was “no murmur of 
domestic violence or threats 
or anything like that from 
the other attorney,” teGroen 
said.

John Snowling used 
two guns at the beginning 
of the shooting and then 
retrieved two more from 
his truck. All four — three 
handguns and a shotgun 
— were purchased legally, 
Barnes said.

Authorities identified 
one of the dead as John 
Leehey, 67, of Irvine, 
California. The other two 
weren’t named, includ-
ing the woman dining with 
Marie Snowling. After 
being shot, the woman 
exited the bar and was able 
to make it to the roadway 
before dying, Barnes said.

All nine people shot were 
adults. Marie Snowling was 
conscious and speaking 
but remained hospitalized 
Thursday, Barnes said.

Her father, William 
Mosby, of Lake Forest, told 
The Orange County Reg-
ister, that John Snowling 
could not “deal with the 
divorce.”

Retired police sergeant 
who killed 3 at bar shot 
his estranged wife first

U.S. intelligence: Wagner plane crash intentional
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DEMOLITION
DERBY

Figure 8 - RWD Street Stock - Limited Weld. - FWD Street - Mini Van   
Power Wheels Demo Derby: Ages 4 to 10

Food & Refreshments Offered by The Fireman  
Admission $12 | Kids 8 – 12 $5 | 7 & Under Free| Pit Pass $20 

Absolutely No One Under 18 Allowed in Pit Area (Except for Drivers)  
No Glass Containers - No Alcohol in Pits - For RULES: preblefire.com or Bigboy Promotions on Facebook or 419-203-6252

Questions: Dan Elzey 260-223-9273  •  Park Phone 260-547-4159
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS / NO RAIN CHECKS / NO REFUNDS 

Proceeds will go to updating and maintaining fire equipment and Preble Fireman’s Park.

Saturday – August 26, 2023 
Preble Fireman’s Park – Preble, Indiana 

4 miles west of Decatur, Indiana on U.S. 224 
SHOW TIME  7 PM - Gates open 3 PM - Registration 3:30 PM

Preble Volunteer Fire Fighting Association, Inc. 
PRESENTS CRASH-O-RAMA 

Kelley Auto Mall of Decatur 
Decatur Ace Hardware, Inc
Custom Car Care
Portable  Toilet Rentals
Innovative Concepts

National Oil & Gas Inc. • Maraton
Girod’s Garage

Best One of Monroe
Masters Heating & Cooling

Oakwood Mutual
Still Waters Family Dentistry

NAPA of Decatur 
Indiana Trailer Sales

Zwick & Jahn Funeral Homes
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty

Nowak Supply Co., Inc.

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service
MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

Preston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

INCIDENTS
City:
Wednesday, 4:06 p.m., 

1100 Echo Lane. Caller 
reported young girl running 
from the school and picked 
up by silver SUV. Officer 
informed caller it was related 
to another call and they were 
aware of situation.

Wednesday, 7:06 p.m., 
West Wabash and North 
Williams streets. Caller 
reported broken mirror lean-
ing against trash can. Officer 
moved it to the rear side of 
the can.

Wednesday, 7:07 p.m., 
1700 South Sutton Circle 
Drive. Caller advised two 
kittens with collars got out 
of his house and were found 
at Family Farm and Home. 
Before the caller could claim 
them, someone else did.

Wednesday, 7:29 p.m., 
Hoosier House Restaurant. 
Caller reported hitting a curb 
and concrete post with vehi-
cle, needed accident report.

Wednesday, 7:35 p.m., 
Sherwood Drive and Stog-
dill Road. Caller reported 
chickens in the road.

Wednesday, 8:56 p.m., 
Save On Liquor South. Call-
er reported ongoing harass-
ment and threatening from 2 
men.

Wednesday, 9:10 p.m., 
Les Gerber Insurance. Call-
er reported van with handi-

cap plate parked in parking 
lot. Man was homeless and 
had been drinking. Advised 
to move the vehicle once 
he is sobered up, given Pas-
tor Neils number for some 
help.

Thursday, 2:54 a.m., 100 
Capri Court. Welfare check 
requested for man walking 
and screaming. Unable to 
locate.

Thursday, 6:47 a.m., 1100 
West Central Avenue. Report 
of telephone pole sparking 
and arching.

County:
Wednesday, 6:00 p.m., 

700 East 300 North, Bluff-
ton. Caller reported a scam 
via phone call. Woman spent 
the better part of a day pur-
chasing $13,500 in gift cards 
and giving private informa-
tion to scammer. The scam-
mer reportedly told the 
woman she would have to 
go to jail if she didnt provide 
the information.

Wednesday, 6:51 p.m., 
West 100 South and South 
300 West. Driver reported 
he attempted to avoid a cat 
in the road and his vehicle 
swerved into a ditch. No 
injuries reported.

Wednesday, 8:25 p.m., 
near 1800 East 200 South, 
Bluffton. Caller reported an 
argument. Nothing physical.

Thursday, 9:49 a.m., 4300 
West Oak Road, Markle. 

Caller reported a fraudulent 
credit cart account opened in 
her name.

Ossian:
Thursday, 6:17 a.m., 

11000 North 200 West, 
Ossian. Originally a 911 
hangup, caller made con-
tact with officer and stated 
he was in a verbal argument 
with his brother and did not 
need assistance.

Thursday, 8:02 a.m., 
Norwell High School. Sub-
ject sleeping in driving 
lane; appeared to have been 
there all night and possibly 
involved in a car accident. 
Subject was safe.

ACCIDENTS
City:
Wednesday, 3:40 p.m., 

Ind. 1 and CR 800. Juan 
Rodriquez Montalvo advised 
his vehicle ran into construc-
tion arm and he had to back 
up, colliding with Terry Puri-
tans Chevy Impala. Puritan 
reported he honked his horn 
as Montalvo reversed, how-
ever, he did not hear him. 
Damages not exceeding 
$5,000.

Thursday, 6:57 a.m., Ind. 
1 and Willowbrook Trail. 
Troy Snider was slowing in 
traffic when Bruce Prater’s 
Toyota Highlander collided 
with the rear end of Prater’s 
Chevy Malibu. Damages not 
exceeding $10,000.

Thursday, 7:20 a.m., 

Main Street and Dustman 
Road. Laura Fletcher was 
driving south on Main Street 
and failed to observe the 
broken stoplight. Fletcher’s 
Jeep Grand Cherokee collid-
ed with Maxwell Babcock’s 
Honda Accord.

Thursday, 7:50 a.m., Ind 
1. Thomas Wold was driv-
ing on Ind. 1 and failed to 
observe the broken stoplight. 
Wold’s Chevy Cruz collided 
with Eugene Hill’s Dodge 
Ram. Damages not exceed-
ing $10,000.

County:
Thursday, 7:58 a.m., 

600 East and 100 North. 
Kristy Lenwell was driving 
straight on 600 East when 
a deer entered the roadway 
from the West. Lenwell’s 
Honda Pilot struck the deer 
causing front end damage 
to the vehicle. Damages not 
exceeding $5,000.

Wednesday, 2:15 a.m., 
Ind 1 and 800 North. Korin-
na Schindler activated her 
turn signal and edged over 
into the extra lane on Ind. 1 
in order to turn right on 800 
North. Mallory Craighead 
stated she didn’t see this 
but only saw brake lights 
suddenly. The driver ’s 
side of Craigheads vehicle 
sideswiped the passenger 
side of Schindler’s vehicle. 
Damages not exceeding 
$10,000.

Pancakes at The Plaza 
Saturday morning at 9

A Pancake Breakfast will be offered at Bluffton’s  
Parlor City Plaza Saturday morning beginning at 9 
a.m., by the members of the Chamber Connect Group.

Funds from the fund-raising event will be donated to 
Alive & Well.

Items for sale from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. will include 
hand made bows, doll clothes, pressed flower art, rope 
coil baskets, fall home decor, crocheted apparel and 
plushies, soaps, bath bombs, car freshies, stationary 
journals, Papparazzi jewelry, local produce and home-
made baked goods (cookies, breads, rolls) and much 
more.

Venders to be present will include Country Home-
stead Baking, Freds Family Produce, Redneck Oasis, 
Johnsons Homestead Produce, Sunny Vibes Soaps, 
KookieNow by Shay, Leah Crochets, Divine Shine, 
Pressed In, Craft Paper Commons and Brooke’s Bow 
Boutique.

Legislators wrestle 
high health care costs 
in interim task force

By WHITNEY 
DOWNARD

High health care costs 
dominated much of the dis-
cussion during this year’s 
legislative session and a 
three-hour meeting Wednes-
day continued the debate 
during the interim. 

But action in the sphere 
is slow-moving, as demon-
strated by an introduction 
from the Indiana Depart-
ment of Insurance (IDOI) 
to the Health Care Cost 
Oversight Task Force. Much 
of the onus of new health 
care regulation falls on the 
relatively small agency, as 
outlined by IDOI Commis-
sioner Amy Beard.

She detailed new posi-
tions created by the depart-
ment and the pursuit of 
outside contracts to comply 
with rules established back 
in 2020 to regulate Phar-
macy Benefit Managers 
and establish an All-Payer 
Claims Database to compare 
prices for common proce-
dures at competing hospi-
tals. 

“We want to make sure 
that we have the right exper-
tise,” Beard said of the 
hirings. “The (All-Payer 
Claims Database) is going 
to be a repository of data 
that will lead to more trans-
parency, theoretically, and 
help with health care costs.”

A new law requires the 
department to gather and 
analyze information from 
non-profit hospitals and 
compare prices to Medicare 
as well as licensing PBMs. 
But results won’t appear 
before the committee before 
December 2024.

Task force co-chair Sen. 
Chris Garten, R-Charles-
town, noted that the latest 
budget included substantial 
funding increases to support 
the department’s growth. 
When asked, Beard said 
the next key step would be 
securing personnel. 
A nuanced, multi-pronged 

problem
Wednesday’s meeting 

included presentations from 
two experts, Indiana Univer-
sity professor Nir Menache-
mi and Ball State economist 
Mike Hicks. Both discussed 
the need to transition from 
fee-for-service — a health 
care model that critics say 
incentivizes more transac-
tions over quality of care — 
to value-based service. 

But Menachemi focused 
his efforts on bolstering the 
state’s lagging public health 
while Hicks pointed to hos-
pital monopolies as a key 
culprit. 

“I think there’s a lot 
… to think about on the 
importance of prevention, 
as opposed to (just) cura-
tive care,” Menachemi said. 
“How healthy someone is, is 
a function of their behaviors 
… (and) Indiana is frequent-
ly ranked low on health 
rankings.”

In contrast to peers, 
Hoosiers smoke at higher 
rates and exercise less — 
both areas public health is 
designed to combat — and 
Menachemi applauded leg-
islators for boosting public 
health in the most recent 
legislative session.

He said that total Hoosier 
health care costs and premi-
ums were roughly around 
the national average.

“Would we benefit from 
more competition? No ques-
tion, yes. I still don’t think 
that’s the (only) issue here,” 
Menachemi said. 

Or a simple solution
In contrast to Menache-

mi’s recommendation for 
a multi-stakeholder col-
laboration to tackle a multi-
pronged issue, Hicks called 
it fairly simple.

“It’s easy to miss the 
forest for the trees,” Hicks 
said. “… I’m going to say 
right up front: Indiana has a 
serious hospital monopoly 
problem.”

He pointed to five or six 
major non-profit hospital 
chains he said had stifled 
competition through acqui-
sitions and mergers, pushing 
costs higher in Indiana than 
prices were for comparably 
unhealthy states.

“It cannot be just health 
care outcomes that are driv-
ing this car,” Hicks said. 
“… This is not health care 
spending in Indiana, these 
are the profits to IU Ball 
Memorial Hospital (in Mun-
cie) that go directly to Wall 
Street and cannot be rein-
vested in our businesses and 
our standing operations.”

According to data he 
analyzed from the Indiana 
Hospital Association, giv-
ing birth in Muncie could 
cost four times as much as 
a delivery in nearby Ander-
son — or $20,397 versus 
$5,029. 

Experts optimistic about state’s fiscal footing

By LESLIE 
BONILLA MUÑIZ

Indiana Capital Chronicle
Indiana’s budget chiefs 

offered a measured sense 
of optimism on the state’s 
finances at a potentially 
transformational task force’s 
first meeting — as Republi-
can-aligned speakers pushed 
for big moves on taxes 
and Democrat lawmakers 
expressed frustration with 
the group’s structure.

The Interim State and 
Local Tax Review Task 
Force will examine Indi-
ana’s corporate tax, individ-
ual income tax, property tax, 
sales tax, and others. Policy 
recommendations are due to 
the General Assembly ahead 
of the 2025 budget-writing 
session.

“Perhaps this will be the 
beginning of the discus-
sion to overhaul, in a major 
way, the tax structure of the 
Hoosier State,” Chair Travis 
Holdman, R-Markle, said 
Wednesday. “Perhaps we’ll 
find that it isn’t the will of 
the Legislature or our con-
stituents to do much more 
than tweak the work … 
done over the last couple of 
decades.”

Financial outlook
Indiana has consistently 

stuck to balanced budgets, 
in which the state spends 
less than it collects in taxes 
— something the Office of 
Management and Budget 
Director Cris Johnston said 
was a priority.

Tax collections have out-
performed state estimates in 
recent years, State Budget 
Director Zac Jackson said.

Indeed, the state’s sur-
pluses triggered automatic 
taxpayer refunds in 2021 
and 2022, and prompted 
lawmakers to make large 
one-time payments toward 
pension liabilities and other 

causes.
The mismatch is expect-

ed to stabilize over the 
biennium, according to 
Jackson’s slides. But some 
developments may endure.

While the state typically 
has had between $1.8 billion 
and $2 billion in reserves on 
hand, Jackson said the “new 
normal” may be in the $2.7 
billion to $2.9 billion range.

But Jackson also noted 
large increases in fund-
ing for K-12 tuition, higher 
education, Medicaid, the 
Department of Child Ser-
vices and the Department 
of Corrections over the last 
decade. Payments to a pre-
1996 teacher’s pension fund 
have also swelled, but only 
through one-off supplemen-
tal checks.

Overall, he said the state 
had been proactive about 
funding its pension liabili-
ties and tackling deferred 
maintenance.

Indiana Public Retire-
ment System Executive 
Director Steve Russo said 
the state’s pension funding 
progress demonstrated “how 
the impossible can become 
possible,” but suggested 
maintenance strategies for 
the pre-96 fund to avoid 
more big appropriations 
decades down the line.

And Indiana has main-
tained highest-possible 
AAA credit ratings from 
the three big rating agen-
cies for well over a decade. 
The designation means Indi-
ana qualifies for the lowest 
interest rates possible — 
even if it’s paid for recent 
projects in cash.

Indiana Finance Authority 
CEO Jim McGoff said Indi-
ana’s credit strengths include 
strong reserves, oversight, 
management, liquidity, flexi-
bility and more — along with 
low debts and a lower cost of 

living.
Indiana does have $2.8 

billion in outstanding debt, 
however, according to 
McGoff’s slides. 

Making proposals
Two non-government 

witnesses also testified — 
both conservative-leaning, 
and both with suggestions.

Americans For Prosper-
ity Senior Fiscal Policy Fel-
low Kurt Couchman, who 
called taxes “deadweight 
losses on society,” said 
Indiana should cut its state 
income taxes and rely more 
heavily on its sales taxes.

Couchman suggested 
“adjusting” the rate and 
broadening the range of 
things taxed, asserting that 
the approach would “strong-
ly support greater opportu-
nity, increased prosperity 
and more vibrant communi-
ties.”

Democrats pushed back, 
arguing that the sales tax is 
“regressive,” meaning that 
lower-income people spend 
a larger percentage of their 
salaries than higher-income 
people on sales taxes.

“A regressive tax system 
that satisfies Americans for 
Prosperity, a conservative 
political advocacy group 
founded by the Koch broth-
ers, should not be the base-
line that informs the policy 
outcomes of the task force,” 
said Sen. Fady Qaddoura, 
D-Indianapolis.

Couchman also recom-
mended reexamining spend-
ing programs and tax cred-
its, and cracking down on 
tax increment financing dis-
tricts — a mechanism com-
monly used by local gov-
ernments. And, Couchman 
said, Indiana should consid-
er ditching its biennial bud-
geting process in favor of 
what AFP calls a “structural-
ly balanced” format spread 
across more years.

Former state Sen. Brandt 

Hershman, who was deeply 
involved in fiscal policy 
during his 18-year tenure, 
advocated to get rid of the 
corporate tax.

He said that tax was 
volatile and easy for better-
resourced companies to 
avoid, and that because the 
revenue goes to the state, 
ditching it wouldn’t impact 
local governments.

Hershman also encour-
aged lawmakers to keep in 
mind the basic purpose of 
taxes, to link spending poli-
cy with outcomes, and seek 
bipartisanship.

“In 2010, we found ways 
to agree, and I hope you’re 
able to do so as well,” he 
said.

Democrat quibbles
 and what’s next

Four pairs of Sen-
ate Republicans will lead 
research groups focused 
on each of the broader task 
force’s policy areas, draw-
ing criticism from Demo-
crats of both chambers.

“I ask you to rethink 
your position on this and 
put a minority member in an 
appropriate place on each of 
those committees,” Rep. Ed 
DeLaney, D-Indianapolis, 
told Holdman.

Qaddoura also asked for 
greater geographic diversity, 
noting that — although cen-
tral Indiana is a significant 
portion of the state’s popula-
tion and tax base — just one 
of the Republican research 
group leaders represents the 
region.

Holdman said that to 
participate, lawmakers need 
only contact their colleagues 
leading the research groups.

Democrats addition-
ally advocated for greater 
ideological diversity in non-
government witnesses, with 
some pushing Americans 
for Prosperity’s Couchman 
on a range of policy differ-
ences.

Lawmakers look to cut taxes
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The threat to make 
Joe Biden testify

Hunter Biden made big money abroad by dropping 
the name of his powerful father, and the same tactic 
seems to have nearly helped him to evade tax and gun 
charges. Correspondence between federal prosecutors 
and Mr. Biden’s lawyer has been leaked to the press, 
and it shows the depth of the case’s political taint.

After news reports last fall suggested federal agents 
had enough evidence to prosecute, Mr. Biden’s lawyer, 
Chris Clark, decided to bring up the big guy. “Presi-
dent Biden now unquestionably would be a fact wit-
ness for the defense in any criminal trial,” he wrote to 
David Weiss, the U.S. attorney for Delaware, accord-
ing to Politico. “This of all cases justifies neither the 
spectacle of a sitting President testifying at a criminal 
trial nor the potential for a resulting Constitutional 
crisis.”

This is clarifying about the kind of pressure that Mr. 
Weiss was under not to bring a serious case. That isn’t 
all: Through last fall and this spring, Politico adds, 
Mr. Clark “sought meetings with people at the highest 
levels of the Justice Department,” including “the head 
of the Criminal Division, the head of the Tax Division, 
the Office of Legal Counsel, the Office of the Solicitor 
General, Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco and 
the attorney general himself.”

Most such entreaties failed, but Mr. Clark finally 
secured an April 26 meeting with Mr. Weiss and 
Associate Deputy Attorney General Bradley Wein-
sheimer. “Please advise,” Mr. Clark had written to Mr. 
Weinsheimer, “whether you would be the appropriate 
person to hear our client’s appeal, in the event that the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office decides to charge Mr. Biden.”

Emails the next month show Mr. Biden’s attorneys 
working with Mr. Weiss’s staff on a deal that would 
have required no guilty plea by Hunter. That appears 
to have changed days after IRS agent Gary Shapley 
went public saying the investigation into Mr. Biden 
had been hampered by politics. Then Mr. Biden agreed 
to plead guilty to tax misdemeanors, but with a broad 
provision for future immunity that eventually fell apart 
under questioning by the judge.

Mr. Weiss is still on the case, now as a special coun-
sel, but how does Attorney General Merrick Garland 
possibly think that the public can trust his judgment 
after this fiasco?

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
Distributed by The Associated Press

Other Opinions

Today in History
By The Associated Press

Today is Friday, Aug. 25, the 237th 
day of 2023. There are 128 days left 
in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History: On 
August 25, 1944, during World War 
II, Paris was liberated by Allied forces 
after four years of Nazi occupation.

On this date:
In 1718, hundreds of French colo-

nists arrived in Louisiana, with some 
settling in present-day New Orleans.

In 1875, Capt. Matthew Webb 

became the first person to swim 
across the English Channel, get-
ting from Dover, England, to Calais, 
France, in 22 hours.

In 1928, an expedition led by Rich-
ard E. Byrd set sail from Hoboken, 
N.J., on its journey to Antarctica.

In 1958, the game show “Concen-
tration” premiered on NBC-TV.

In 1981, the U.S. spacecraft Voyager 
2 came within 63,000 miles of Saturn’s 
cloud cover, sending back pictures of 
and data about the ringed planet.

In 1985, Samantha Smith, 13, 
the schoolgirl whose letter to Yuri 
V. Andropov resulted in her famous 
peace tour of the Soviet Union, died 
with her father in an airliner crash in 
Auburn, Maine.

In 2001, R&B singer Aaliyah was 
killed with eight others in a plane 
crash in the Bahamas; she was 22.

In 2009, Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, 
the liberal lion of the U.S. Senate, died 
at age 77 in Hyannis Port, Massachu-
setts, after a battle with a brain tumor.
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Back to School time - a look through cartoonists’ eyes...

Single women are the odd men 
out, politically speaking

America’s political parties are the oldest and 
third-oldest in the world, and they have competed 
for votes among a population that has been diverse 
since colonial times. If you have any doubts about 
that, consult David Hackett Fischer’s 1989 classic 
“Albion’s Seed” on how settlers from different parts 
of the British Isles brought distinctive “folkways” to 
the different seaboard colonies and the Appalachian 
backwoods.

Since none of these groups has ever come close 
to constituting a majority of Americans, the parti-
san competition has usually been fierce and (except 
for the brief and misnamed “era of good feelings”) 
unending. And fluctuating.

Regional differences have long been obvious: Dif-
ferences between North and South produced the Civil 
War. But in recent elections, the Midwest has voted 
more like the South than like the Northeast or the 
West. 

Racial and ethnic differences have often been 
critical. Black Americans voted almost unanimously 
Republican, when they were allowed to vote, from 
the 1860s to the 1930s. Since the 1960s, they have 
voted almost unanimously Democratic — though that 
may be changing lately.

And “whites,” treated as a uniform group by many 
analysts these days, used to have sharp divisions. 
New England politics for most of the 20th century 
was a battle, at the ballot box and in birth rates, 
between Yankee Protestant Republicans and Irish 
Catholic Democrats.

By the 1990s, evangelical Protestants emerged as 
a heavily Republican group, and in the 2010s, white 
college graduates (especially those with post-graduate 
degrees) as a heavily Democratic group.

And then there is the gender gap, the difference 
between male and female voters, which became sta-
tistically significant in 1980. In the years since, and 
despite the quip attributed to Henry Kissinger that 
“there’s too much fraternizing with the enemy,” it has 
grown wider.

But not uniformly. As American Enterprise Insti-
tute’s ace polling expert Karlyn Bowman together 
with Ruy Teixeira have pointed out, it’s more of a 
marriage gap.

The exit poll in the almost even 2022 House 
(Republicans won the popular vote 50% to 47%) 
shows that married men voted 59% to 39% Repub-
lican, and unmarried men also went Republican by a 
smaller but significant 52% to 45% margin.

Married women, however, also voted Republican 
by a landslide 56% to 42% margin. So, why was the 
election so close? Because unmarried women favored 
Democrats 68% to 31%.

Note that married men and married women both 
made up 30% of the electorate. But there are a lot 
more unmarried women voters, 23% of the electorate, 

than unmarried men, 16%.
That reflects not only longer female 

lifespans but also female dominance in 
higher education, with women making up 
60% of college and university students 
these days, and the trend toward later first 
marriages.

The upshot is that about one-third of 
Democratic voters are single women, which 
helps explain, as the Washington Exam-
iner’s Conn Carroll points out, the 2012 
Obama “Life of Julia” cartoons, which 
showed government helping unattached 
women through life.

In general, women are more risk-averse 
than men, and thus more supportive of welfare state 
measures and more reluctant to support military 
action. They are also, as we have seen on female-
dominated campuses, more willing to suppress 
speech that is seen as irritating or hurtful. “Highly 
educated women,” as Australian educator Lorenzo 
Warby writes, “are proving all too willing to trash 
other people’s freedoms to protect their emotions.”

Surveys show that, after 50 years of feminism, 
American women are increasingly likely to report 
themselves as unhappy, a characteristic especially 
marked in unmarried young liberal women with no 
religious connection. 

Of course, happiness is a subjective condition, 
perhaps subject to change in definition over time. But 
it’s hard to avoid the conclusion of economist Tyler 
Cowen that “current political debate in America can-
not be understood without the concept of neuroticism 
— as a formal concept from personality psychology 
— front and center.”

This finds reflection in Biden-era Democrats’ 
disguised but firm support for abortion up to the 
moment of birth (for reasons of “mental health”) and 
for their eagerness to suppress speech that ran con-
trary to extreme risk-averseness during the COVID 
pandemic.

Those with memories ranging back to the 1970s 
and 1980s will recognize these attitudes as contrary 
to the positions of liberal Democrats then, including 
Joe Biden himself, who supported restrictions on late-
term abortions and opposed government suppression 
of dissenting speech.

All of which undercuts the crude feminist view 
that everything would be better if women’s views 
prevailed and provides support for the view that 
engagement, sometimes respectful and sometimes 
abrasive, between diverse segments — blacks and 
whites, North and South, Yankees and Irish, married 
people and single women — provides a better route 
to sensible policy and a successful nation.

Michael Barone is a senior political analyst for the 
Washington Examiner © 2023 creators.com

Michael
Barone
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Bailing on my birthday
Dear Annie: I’m turning 50 this 

year and plan on having a large party. 
Last year at my birthday, I told both 
my sisters that I was having this party 
and expected them to come. They both 
agreed to come.

I currently live in Tennessee and 
thought that telling my sisters a year 
in advance would be adequate notice. 
They both live in Pennsylvania. In the 
seven-plus years that I have moved 
away from Pennsylvania, neither of 
my sisters has visited me or even made 
an effort to visit. When my sister lived 
in Japan, I went over and visited her 
despite the financial struggle.

The date of my party is quickly 
approaching, and one of my sisters has 
told me she will not be coming. The 
other sister has not responded to me.

I’m absolutely devastated that my 
sisters will not come to this milestone 
birthday and at a complete loss that 
they seem so indifferent to my hurt 
feelings. How can I make them see how 
hurtful their behavior is? — At a Loss 
in Tennessee

Dear At a Loss: First things first, 
put yourself in both your sisters’ shoes. 
They might be incredibly busy with 
work or with family. They might be too 
financially strained to afford air travel 
right now. Most importantly, they might 
be completely unaware of how much 
this birthday party means to you, espe-
cially if you have not followed up with 
them about it since last year. Try not 
to take this personally; there could be 
a host of reasons that your sisters are 
unable to attend.

The next step would be to com-
municate your feelings to them. Tell 
them how much you value their love 
and friendship. When you come from 
a place of love, rather than a place of 
anger or resentment, they will be able 
to see things from your side. 

Dear Annie: I’m a 50-year-old mom 
who lives in rural Georgia. My mother 
is a social worker in northern Califor-

nia. My 10-year-
old daughter loves 
her grandmother so 
much. We are plan-
ning a vacation to 
Myrtle Beach for 
my daughter ’s 
birthday celebra-
tion. I invited my 
mom to come 
with us. She said 
that she won’t 
be joining but is 
instead going on a 
trip to Boston to see her friend. 

She always says family is more 
important than friends. I know when 
I tell this to my daughter, she will be 
devastated that Grandma is skipping 
her birthday trip to see friends. — Dis-
traught in Georgia 

Dear Distraught: It sounds like the 
bond your mother and daughter have 
with each other is very close, which is 
special. It’s not easy to deliver news you 
know will disappoint your little girl, but 
try to show your mother some grace 
as well. It’s possible she had this trip 
booked far in advance of your Myrtle 
Beach plans, could not cancel her flight 
or hotel reservations, or wasn’t able 
to coordinate a better alternative time 
with the friend she is visiting. 

Suggest that your mother allot time 
for a video call on your daughter’s 
birthday to join virtually in your festivi-
ties. Hopefully, this will tide everyone 
over until she is able to belatedly cel-
ebrate in-person next. 

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, commu-
nication and reconciliation — is avail-
able as a paperback and e-book. Visit 
http://www.creatorspublishing.com for 
more information. Send your questions 
for Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.
com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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The LOCKHORNSThe opposite of fear 
is trusting in God and 
His unchanging love

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | August 19 - 25, 2023    | 15 Friday prime time

08/25 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
3D Woman Julie & 

Friends 
Movie Movie to be disclosed. TCT Today Newsw-

atch 
Jewish 
Jesus 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Living in 
the Light 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Prop. Conn 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune 

Jeopardy! NFL Football Detroit Lions at Carolina Panthers From Bank of America 
Stadium in Charlotte, N.C. (L) (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert 

(:35) James 
Corden 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Hawaii Five-0 "O ka Pili 
'Ohana ka 'Oi" 

Hawaii Five-0 "A'ohe 
Kahi e Pe'e Ai" 

Hawaii Five-0 "Ka 
Makuakane" 

WNBA Basketball From Gateway Center Arena at 
College Park in College Park, Ga. 

Hawaii Five-0 "Kanalu 
Hope Loa" 

Hawaii Five-0 "Ka 
Noe'au" 

Hawaii Five-0
"Ho'oilina" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Will Trent "Bill Black" 20/20 Unforgettable true crime mysteries, exclusive 
newsmaker interviews and investigative reports. 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Pictionary 25 Words 

or Less 
News (N) NBC News

(N) 
Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

American Ninja 
Warrior Semifinals 2 

Dateline NBC Compelling mysteries, powerful 
documentaries, in-depth investigations. (N) 

News (N) (:35) The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon 

(:35) Seth 
Meyers 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
King "Lyin' 
Hearted" 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

21Alive 
News at 6 

Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
S. Wilkos "Dad, Stop 
Torturing Mom" 

Judge Lake Judge Lake Divorce 
Court 

Divorce 
Court 

Family Law (N) Moonshine (N) The 
Liquidator 

Chicago P.D. "Fallen" Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
In Their Own Words 
"Angela Merkel" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Primetime 
39 

Sting: Live at the Olympia Paris Kenny Rogers Live in Concert Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

Firing-
Hoover 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
In Their Own Words 
"Angela Merkel" 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

Perform. "Vienna Philharmonic 
Summer Night Concert 2023" (N) 

One Voice: 
The Songs 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

Firing-
Hoover 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6 Big Bang Big Bang SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

News at 
10 (N) 

Locker 
Room (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Rizzoli & Isles "Class 
Action Satisfaction" 

Rizzoli & Isles "Love the 
Way You Lie" 

Rizzoli & Isles "Virtual 
Love" 

< You'll Never Leave Me (‘23, Thriller) Cameron 
Jebo, Nicole Marie Johnson, Christie Leverette. (P) 

(:05) < A Nurse to Die For (2023, Thriller) Jeremy 
John Wells, Hailey Gray, Allison McAtee. 

< You'll Never Leave 
Me Christie Leverette. 

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:30) <+++ The Last Duel (‘21) Adam Driver, Jodie Comer, Matt Damon. <+++ Thor (‘11) Natalie Portman, Chris Hemsworth. <++ Thor: The Dark World (‘13) Chris Hemsworth.

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Griffith Griffith Griffith Griffith Everybody 

Raymond 
Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(2:30) < 
Bridesmai... 

<++ The Other Woman (2014, Romance) Leslie Mann, Kate 
Upton, Cameron Diaz. 

<+++ Bridesmaids (2011, Comedy) Maya Rudolph, Rose Byrne, Kristen 
Wiig. 

<++ The Other Woman (2014, Romance) Leslie 
Mann, Kate Upton, Cameron Diaz. 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ Apollo 13 (1995, History) Bill Paxton, Kevin Bacon, Tom Hanks. <+++ Gladiator (‘00) Joaquin 
Phoenix, Russell Crowe. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) Little League Home 

Run Derby 
High School Football Lipscomb Academy (TN) at Saraland (AL) Action from 
high school football. (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 UFC Live Around (N) Daily Wager (L) (N) Cornhole College Football Live UFC Live Premier Lacrosse Atlas LC vs. Redwoods LC (L) (N) Football 

FSMW  33  418 671 
(4:30) Live 
on the Line 

The Rally (N) Cardinals! 
Pre (L) (N) 

MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Philadelphia Phillies From Citizens Bank 
Park in Philadelphia. (L) (N) 

Cardinals 
Post (L) (N)

Cardinals 
Insider 

Breaking 
Par 

Epic Trails Poker WPT Cash Game 
No Limit Holdem - Part 4 

USA  34 133 105 242 
NASCAR Cup Series Coke Zero Sugar 
400, Qualifying (L) (N) 

Dale Jr. 
Download 

Countd-
own (L) (N)

NASCAR Xfinity Racing Series Wawa 250 From Daytona 
International Speedway in Daytona Beach, Fla. (L) (N) 

Post Race
(L) (N) 

9-1-1 "Suspicion" 9-1-1 "Survivors" 9-1-1 
"Panic" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Gold Rush-Res. "True 
Gold" 

Gold Rush-Res.
"Brothers in Arms" 

Gold Rush "Rigs to 
Riches" (N) 

Gold Rush: Mine Rescue With 
Freddy & Juan (N) 

Hoffman "Todd's Lost 
Chance" (N) 

Outback Opal Hunters
(N) 

Legendary 
Locations 

Gold Rush-Res.

TLC  36 73 183 280 Dr. Pimple Popper 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day "More to Love: Field of Dreams" (N) 90 Day (N) Last Resort 90 Day 90 Day Fiancé

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Ancient Aliens "The 
Lost Kingdom" 

Aliens "Beneath the 
Sacred Temples" 

Ancient Aliens "Journey 
to Immortality" 

Ancient Aliens "The 
New UFO Hunters" 

Aliens "The Power of 
the Talisman" (N) 

(:05) The Proof Is Out 
There (N) 

(:05) The Proof Is Out 
There 

(:05) Aliens "The Power 
of the Talisman" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 First 48 "Bad Driver" The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 Witness-Murder (N) Women (N) (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < A Pinch of 
Portugal 

< Aloha Heart (2023, Romance) Kanoa Goo, Olivia 
Nicole Hoffman, Taylor Cole. 

< My Southern Family Christmas (2022, Drama)
Ryan Rottman, Moira Kelly, Jaicy Elliot. 

Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(4:20) <++ Trolls World 
Tour Anna Kendrick. 

(:20) <+++ Shrek (2001, Animated) Voices of 
Eddie Murphy, Cameron Diaz, Mike Myers. 

(:20) <+++ Shrek 2 (2004, Animated) Voices of 
Eddie Murphy, Cameron Diaz, Mike Myers. 

(:20) <++ Shrek Forever After (‘10, Ani) Voices of 
Eddie Murphy, Cameron Diaz, Mike Myers. (P) 

(:20) <++ Assassin's 
Creed 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Friends Friends Sheldon Sheldon Sheldon Sheldon < Welcome Home Roscoe Jenkins (:50) <+ Norbit (‘07) Eddie Murphy. (:45) <++ We're the Millers

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:45) <+++ Ocean's Twelve (2004, Comedy Drama) Brad Pitt,
Matt Damon, George Clooney. 

<+++ Ocean's Eleven (2001, Comedy Drama) Matt Damon,
Andy Garcia, George Clooney. 

All Elite Wrestling: 
Rampage (N) 

<++ The Lost World: Jurassic Park (‘97, Adv) 
Julianne Moore, Pete Postlethwaite, Jeff Goldblum. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(3:45) < 
Walking T... 

<+++ Twister (1996, Action) Bill Paxton, Cary Elwes, Helen 
Hunt. 

<+++ Hacksaw Ridge (2016, War) Sam Worthington, Luke Bracey, Andrew 
Garfield. 

<++ The Magnificent Seven (2016, Western) 
Chris Pratt, Ethan Hawke, Denzel Washington. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office <+++ Ted (‘12) Mila Kunis, Mark Wahlberg. 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) The Herd with 
Colin Cowherd 

Horse Racing Saratoga 
Live (L) (N) 

College Football Michigan at Ohio State The intensity of The Game is taken 
to new heights as No. 2 Ohio State and No. 3 Michigan square off. 

European Poker Tour
Barcelona 2 

European Poker Tour
Barcelona 3 

European Poker Tour 
Barcelona 4 (N) 

WGN  53   307 The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Law & Order "Enemy" Law & Order "Fixed" Love After Lockup Love After Lockup Love After Lockup (N) Love After Lockup Toya & Reginae Love- Loc. Love- Loc. 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners (N) Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 <+++ The Hangover (‘09) Ed Helms, Bradley Cooper. <+++ The Hangover (‘09) Ed Helms, Bradley Cooper. <++ Next Friday (‘00) Mike Epps, Ice Cube. <+ Friday After Next 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob SpongeBob Loud House Loud House <+++ The Secret Life of Pets (‘16) Louis C.K.. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Kiff Kiff Big City Big City Ladybug Ladybug <+++ Mulan (‘98) Ming-Na Wen. (:35) Ghost Hailey Hailey Ladybug Ladybug Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy The 700 Club The 

Simpsons 
The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(:20) < BS High (2023, Documentary) <++ Spaceballs (‘87) John Candy,

Rick Moranis, Mel Brooks. 
(:40) <+++ Moonage Daydream (2022, Documentary) John 

Wilson (N) 
Telemarketers (:25) John 

Wilson 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:35) <+++ Signs (‘02) 
Mel Gibson. 

(:20) <++ Wolf (2021, Drama) Lily-Rose Depp,
Paddy Considine, George MacKay. 

<+ Law Abiding Citizen (‘09)
Gerard Butler, Jamie Foxx. (P) 

(:50) <+ Regression (2015, Thriller) Emma Watson,
David Thewlis, Ethan Hawke. (P) 

(:35) <+++ Eastern Promises (‘07) 
Naomi Watts, Viggo Mortensen. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:00) <++ Hostage 
(‘05) Bruce Willis. 

<+++ True Grit (2010, Western) Matt Damon,
Josh Brolin, Jeff Bridges. 

< Organ Trail (2023, Horror) Nicholas Logan,
Olivia Applegate, Zoé De Grand Maison. (P) 

< Dead for a Dollar (2022, Thriller) Willem Dafoe,
Rachel Brosnahan, Christoph Waltz. 

The Chi "House Party" 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:45) <+++ Muriel's Wedding (‘94) 
Bill Hunter, Toni Collette. 

(:35) < The Jesus Rolls (‘19) Bobby 
Cannavale, John Turturro. 

<+++ Up in the Air (‘09) Vera 
Farmiga, George Clooney. 

(:50) <++ The Peacemaker (1997, Action) Nicole Kidman,
Marcel Iures, George Clooney. 

< The Survivalist (‘21) 
John Malkovich. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q: Many people in my 
life have gone through 
terrible times of illness, 
disasters of all kinds, and 
great disappointments. 
I’ve tried to be an encour-
agement to these friends 
and family, reminding 
them of God’s promises 
that He will never leave or 
forsake us. I’m ashamed 
to say that now I’m facing 
some terrible news that 
threatens my health and 
ability to care for myself, 
and all my good encour-
agement to others is not 
bringing me relief. I feel 
like a hypocrite. What is 
the answer to overcoming 
this great despair? – S.E.

A: It has been said that 
anxiety and fear are like 
baby tigers: The more you 
feed them, the stronger 

they grow.
It is hard to trust God 

when danger threatens 
or everything seems to 
be collapsing around us. 
Fear can banish faith, but 
faith can banish fear. Faith 
isn’t pretending our prob-
lems don’t exist, nor is it 
simply blind optimism. 
Faith points us beyond our 
problems to the hope we 
have in Christ. True faith 
involves trust — trust 
in what Christ has done 
for us, and trust in God’s 
goodness and mercy.

Certainly for the Chris-
tian, the opposite of fear 
is trusting in God and His 
unchanging love. Once 
we realize God is in con-
trol and He holds us in 
His loving hands, we can 
meet life’s dangers and 
uncertainties with confi-

dence. After all, if we can 
trust God for our eternal 
salvation, can’t we also 
trust Him for our lives 
right now?

The Bible says, “The 
Lord is on my side; I will 
not fear” (Psalm 118:6). 
“The Lord God is a sun 
and shield; the Lord will 
give grace and glory; no 
good thing will He with-
hold from those who walk 
uprightly” (Psalm 84:11).

No situation is beyond 
God’s control. Believe 
this: “Fear not the future; 
God is already there.”

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

Be Summer Ready

• RV’s • Golf Carts • ATV’s

Powerful Sound For 
OFF-Road Adventure

The Best On The Water. 
Loud & Clear!

• Sound Systems for boats

Looking for New Tires for Your Ride?
  WE HAVE ALL THE MAJOR BRANDS

See Us for All
Makes and Models of

1791 North Main • Bluff ton • 260.824.1931
www.hidaychryslerdodgejeep.com

HIDAY CHRYSLER

K A N -
N A P O -
LIS, North 
C a r o l i n a 
( A P )  — 
The Haas 
F o r m u l a 
One team 
is sticking 
with vet-
eran drivers 
Kevin Mag-
nussen and Nico Hulken-
berg for next year.

Despite a disappointing 
campaign so far this year, 
Haas said on Thursday it 
was giving Magnussen and 
Hulkenberg a second season 
together.

The American-owned 
team was eighth in the con-
structors’ championship 
with 11 points as the season 
resumes this weekend at the 
Dutch Grand Prix.

Hulkenberg secured 
the team’s best finish with 
seventh place at the Aus-
tralian GP in April and 
also collected three points 
by finishing sixth in a 
sprint race at the Austrian 
GP in July.

M a g -
n u s s e n 
last season 
had  one 
pole posi-
tion and 25 
points, but 
this season 
has only 
two points 

f rom two 
10th-place 

finishes.
Team principal Guenther 

Steiner kept faith with the 
Danish driver, and expected 
a jump in performance from 
both next year.

“I’m delighted (Magnus-
sen will) return for what 
will be his seventh season 
in Haas colors. With 113 
starts for our team alone, we 
know where his strengths 
lie,” Steiner said.

“Nico’s simply slotted 
in without fuss or fanfare 
and proved himself to be 
a valuable member of the 
team. He’s approaching 
200 starts in Formula One 
and we’re very happy to 
be the beneficiary of that 
experience.”

Haas F1 team keeps 
drivers Magnussen 
and Hulkenberg for 
the next season

Kevin 
Magnussen

Nico 
Hülkenberg

By KEN MAGUIRE 
AP Sports Writer

DUBLIN (AP) — Marcus Freeman has 
his new quarterback in Sam Hartman. The 
Notre Dame coach says he also has the ideal 
time to face Navy.

The Irish, ranked 
No. 13, will face the 
Midshipmen and their 
triple-option offense in 
the season opener Sat-
urday at Aviva Stadium 
in Dublin.

“It’s a tremendous 
advantage to play Navy 
the first game of the 
year because the prepa-
ration that entails get-
ting ready for them is 
obviously lengthy,” 
Freeman said.

Freeman begins his 
second full year as a head coach intent on a 
fast start. Notre Dame opened with a loss to 
Ohio State last year and followed it up by los-
ing to Marshall at home. The Irish were also 
upset by Stanford in South Bend last season.

They might not get another mulligan — 
even in Ireland.

Stability at the quarterback position 
should help. Hartman threw for 38 touch-
downs and 12 interceptions last year at 
Wake Forest. The graduate transfer was a 
three-year starter and holds the ACC career 
record for touchdown passes (110). He 
replaces Drew Pyne and Tyler Buchner.

“There’s no substitution for experience 
— none. I don’t care if you’re the head 
coach or the quarterback,” Freeman said. 
“That’s what gives me confidence in Sam 
Hartman. This ain’t his first rodeo.”

Navy coach Brian Newberry — making 
his head coaching debut — said disrupting 
Hartman is a top priority.

“If he knows what we’re doing, it’s going 
to be a long day,” said Newberry, who was 
promoted from defensive coordinator when 
Navy fired Ken Niumatalolo after back-to-
back 4-8 finishes.

Hartman will have an experienced part-
ner at center. Freeman confirmed on Thurs-
day that starter Zeke Correll (ankle) will 
play.

THE SERIES
Notre Dame leads Navy 81-13-1 in a 

series that was uninterrupted from 1927-
2019 before the pandemic and has won the 
last five. Notre Dame held on for a 35-32 
victory last November.

This will be their third meeting in Dub-
lin. The Irish won 50-10 in 2012 at Aviva 
Stadium and prevailed 54-27 in 1996 before 
a disappointing crowd of 38,651 at Croke 
Park; the locals during the first game were 
reportedly perplexed by Midshipmen doing 
pushups every time Navy scored.

Saturday’s game was originally sched-
uled for Dublin in 2020 but it was canceled 
because of the pandemic.

AT THE HELM
Newberry hasn’t named a starting quar-

terback but on Tuesday said senior Tai Lav-
atai “has separated himself as of late.” Lava-
tai and sophomore Blake Horvath are both 

listed atop the QB depth 
chart. Behind them is 
5-foot-9 senior Xavier 
Arline.

“We’ve got three 
players that we can roll 
out at quarterback,” 
Newberry said. “In this 
system, you’ve got to 
have depth at quarter-
back.”

Lavatai was last 
year’s starter through 
eight games before a 
knee injury. Arline start-
ed the final four games, 
including against Notre 

Dame. Arline will “certainly have a role on 
Saturday, whether it’s at quarterback or at 
slot,” Newberry said.

FAST STARTS
Like Notre Dame, Navy is looking for a 

fast start. The Midshipmen have lost three 
consecutive season openers, including to 
FCS opponent Delaware 14-7 at home a 
year ago, when opponents outscored Navy 
81-43 in the first quarter.

Navy’s offense hopes to be less predict-
able. Fullback Daba Fofana, who led the 
team with 769 rushing yards in 2022, said 
the backs have been working on pass-catch-
ing.

“Controlling the ball at the same time 
while getting some explosive plays to 
build some momentum is a key part of 
winning this game,” said Fofana, a physics 
major who played the cello in the Naval 
Academy orchestra during his first year in 
Annapolis.

SCARY MOVIE
Who knew Freeman likes horror films?
On the overnight flight to Dublin, the 

Notre Dame coach watched the second half 
of last year’s game against Navy, when the 
Midshipmen outscored the Irish 19-0.

“You get angry sometimes when you 
watch it,” Freeman said at Aviva Stadium 
a few hours after the team’s flight landed. 
“We let our foot off the pedal. We were 
making mistakes that (were) effort-based. 
That’s the one thing that can’t happen in our 
program.

“Both sides of the ball in the second half 
didn’t play up to our standard,” he contin-
ued. “It was a great reminder that if you give 
them a chance, they’re going to take advan-
tage of it. They will not quit.”

Navy also arrived Thursday morning. 
The game begins at 7:30 p.m. local time 
(2:30 p.m. Eastern), so both teams will fly 
back on Sunday.

The Irish host Tennessee State the fol-
lowing Saturday. Navy is off next Satur-
day.

No. 13 Notre Dame and Navy 
arrive in Ireland for opener

FRIDAY, AUGUST 25
BOYS TENNIS: Blackhawk Christian at 

Norwell, 4:30 p.m.
FOOTBALL: Norwell at Delta, 7:30 p.m.; 

Manchester at Bluffton, 7 p.m.; Southern Wells 
at Madison-Grant, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26
BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton at JV Invitational at 

Norwell, 9 a.m.
CROSS COUNTRY (CO-ED): Norwell, 

Southern Wells at Taylor University Invitational, 9 
a.m.; Bluffton at Oak Hill CC Invitational, 10 a.m.

GIRLS GOLF: Bluffton, Norwell, Southern 
Wells at Bi-County Meet at Timber Ridge, 8 
a.m.

GIRLS SOCCER: Norwell at Columbia City, 
11:30 a.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Norwell at Prairie Heights 
Invitational, 9 a.m.; Southern Wells hosts Raider 
4-Way 1A Invitational, 9 a.m.

MONDAY, AUGUST 28
BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton at Leo, 5 p.m.
GIRLS GOLF: Concordia at Bluffton, 4:30 

p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: Northfield at Bluffton, 6 p.m.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 29
BOYS SOCCER: Norwell at Bellmont, 6:30 

p.m.

BOYS TENNIS: Norwell at Carroll, 4:30 
p.m.; Bluffton at Manchester, 5 p.m.

CROSS COUNTRY (CO-ED): Bluffton, 
Norwell, Southern Wells at Bi-County Meet at 
South Adams, 5 p.m.

GIRLS GOLF: Norwell at DeKalb, 4:30 
p.m.; Bluffton at South Adams, 4:30 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER: Bellmont at Norwell, 6:30 
p.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Southern Wells at Norwell, 
7:30 p.m.; Bluffton at Marion, 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30
BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton at Wayne, 5 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: Norwell at Wayne, 6:45 

p.m.
THURSDAY, AUGUST 31
BOYS SOCCER: Jay County at Norwell, 

6:30 p.m.
BOYS TENNIS: Norwell at Columbia City, 5 

p.m.
GIRLS GOLF: Huntington North at Nor-

well, 4:30 p.m.; Heritage at Bluffton, 5:30 p.m.; 
South Adams/Woodlan at Southern Wells, 5 
p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER: Norwell at Jay County, 5 
p.m.

VOLLEYBALL: South Adams at Norwell, 
7:30 p.m.; Manchester at Bluffton, 6 p.m.

High School Calendar

Warriors beat Knights 
in battle at The Castle

By RYAN WALKER
Despite a first-set victory, the Norwell 

volleyball team lost in four sets (3-1) to 
Woodlan Thursday night at The Castle.

The Knights (3-2) came into the night 
swinging at an undefeated Warriors (5-0) 
squad, taking the first set 25-21. Woodlan 
entered the season with receiving votes in 
the IHSVCA preseason rankings.

In the second set, both teams continued to 
play even, but Norwell had a slight lead for 
the most part. The Warriors, though, took a 
late 18-16 advantage and never looked back 
— and eventually winning 25-19 to even the 
score 1-1.

The third set is where the match got out 
of hand for Norwell. Head coach Kayla 
Hunter needed two timeouts as her team 
held a 7-0 deficit, which turned into 12-0 
and 15-0 before a point was given on a self-
imposed Woodlan serve that hit the net.

Hunter said after the game that she 
thought her Knights came out strong and 
played more aggressively, but errors caught 
up to them by the third set, and Woodlan 
swooped in.

“I thought in the first we were way more 
on the attack, and we didn’t really let errors 
or their attacks really get to us,” Hunter said. 
“We just shook it off and got to the next one. 
After that, we kind of hung on to errors a 
little bit more, and we made a lot of errors 
toward the end.”

The score ended at 25-4, and it looked 
as if the fourth set would come easy, but the 
Knights got their swagger back.

Woodlan head coach Jerrid Rydell found 
his team down 12-9 and used a timeout with 
the Knights steaming with confidence again. 
However, what was said in that huddle 
clearly worked, as Woodlan would go on an 
8-3 swing and take the lead.

Toward the end of the fourth, Norwell 
got closer, being down 22-20, but eventu-

ally fell with Woodlan scoring the last three 
points of the match.

“I thought we came out strong, and then 
I was pretty disappointed,” Hunter said. 
“Granted, (Woodlan’s) a solid team that has 
some hitters that could really put the ball 
away, but I don’t think we showed our best, 
especially towards the end.”

Woodlan was Norwell’s third preseason-
ranked opponent in just the five games to 
start the regular season. The Knights defeat-
ed Heritage in a 3-2 comeback, who has 
also receiving votes while falling to 1A’s 
No. 1 Blackhawk 3-0.

There’s value in playing a tough sched-
ule as the Northeast 8 Conference has three 
ranked schools, including 3A power Bell-
mont, who has been to and has won state 
titles in recent history. Even though the IHS-
VCA ranks more schools than other sports, 
Norwell still has nine ranked opponents left 
in the regular season.

Hunter likes to see her team play against 
teams of high caliber to gain confidence that 
they can play in big games and stay up.

“You always want to play good teams, 
and I looked at our schedule, and we do 
play a lot of pretty solid teams at the 
beginning,” Hunter said. “Which has its 
pros and cons. I think it’s good for them. 
We obviously want to see good competi-
tion for us to be successful against a team 
like Heritage to get that confidence at the 
beginning.”

Madeline McCabe led the team with 
seven kills and three aces, Macie Saa-
lfrank led with 17 assists, Jordyn Xayy-
achack with 16 digs, and Mallory Falls, 
Vanessa Rosswurm, and Saalfrank each 
had one block.

Norwell will play next at the Prairie 
Heights Invitational starting at 9 a.m. Satur-
day, Aug. 26.

sports@news-banner.com

Norwell’s Rebecca Settle (right) spikes toward Woodlan’s side in front of teammate Vanessa 
Rosswurm (left) during a match at The Castle. The Knights fell 3-1 in the game. (Photo by Ryan 
Walker)

Tigers swept by Eagles in V-ball
The Bluffton volleyball team was swept 

in three sets against Churubusco at home 
Thursday night.

The Tigers (1-5) lost 26-16 in the first set, 
25-7 in the second, and 25-15 in the third.

Stat leaders were Isabella Stout with five 
kills and three aces, Haley Gibson with 11 
assists, and Marly Drayer with 11 digs.

The junior varsity team also lost to the 
Eagles in two sets.

The JV team lost 25-16 in the first and 
25-13 in the second.

Stat leaders were Madelyn Funk with 
five digs, Riley Roby with three aces, Isla 
Gibson with three kills, and Ella Broderick 
with one assist.

Bluffton will be at home in its next game 
against Northfield, with junior varsity start-
ing at 6 p.m. Monday, Aug. 28, and varsity 
to follow.
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SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 
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Plus!Plus!

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

THE NEWS-BANNER IS

seeking a general assignment
reporter to join our staff. We'd
like to emphasize the "general"
in the job description — the re-
porter may cover school
boards, local city councils, and
crime, with room for occasion-
al feature or enterprise stories.
Photography experience is a
plus. The News-Banner is an
award-winning daily. A new re-
porter will join a staff of several
full-time reporters, as well as
multiple part-time and free-
lance reporters. Please send a
cover letter, resume, salary re-
quirements and three relevant
clips (if applicable) to publisher
Doug Brown, dougb@news-
banner.com. No phone calls,
please.

Lottery Numbers
Thursday’s Drawings

HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 10-16-24-26-

39
Cash4Life — 09-13-23-

30-51, Cash Ball: 01
Quick Draw Midday — 

01-06-08-20-28-33-36-37-
40-41-43-48-49-60-61-64-
66-68-76-77, BE: 08

Daily Three-Midday — 
04-09-09, SB:00

Daily Three-Evening — 
06-03-00, SB:02

Daily Four-Midday — 
07-02-05-04, SB: 00

Daily Four-Evening — 
03-09-04-07, SB: 02

Quick Draw Evening 
— 03-04-05-10-16-19-23-
24-25-27-28-29-36-37-39-
45-56-58-63-64, BE: 05

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $29.8 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Friday): $52 million
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Saturday): $345 million
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

STATE OF INDIANA )
	 ) SS:

COUNTY OF Allen 	 )
	 IN THE Allen Superior Court
	 CAUSE NUMBER:
	 02D08-2307-JT-000176

IN THE MATTER OF THE
TERMINATION OF THE 
PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP:
BU - DOB 5/4/2023
AND
Mother Unknown (Mother) AND
ANY UNKNOWN 
ALLEGED FATHERS

	 SUMMONS FOR SERVICE 
	 BY PUBLICATION &

NOTICE OF TERMINATION 
	 OF PARENTAL RIGHTS
	 HEARING

TO: Mother Unknown and
	Any Unknown Alleged Father 
	Whereabouts unknown 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

to the above noted parent whose 
whereabouts are unknown, as well 
as Any Unknown Alleged Fathers, 
whose whereabouts are also 
unknown, that the Indiana Depart-
ment of Child Services has filed a 
Petition for Involuntary Termination 
of your Parental Rights, and that 
an adjudication hearing has been 
scheduled with the Court.

YOU ARE HEREBY COM-
MANDED to appear before the 
Judge of the Allen Superior Court, 
715 S. Calhoun Street, Fort 
Wayne, IN 46802, for a(n) Ter-
mination of Parental Rights on 
10/10/2023 at 1:30 PM and to 
answer the Petition for Termina-
tion of your Parental Rights of said 
child.

The unnamed putative parent 
of a female infant was voluntarily 
surrendered on 5/5/23 in Allen 
County, Indiana and was born 
on approximately 5/4/23, or the 
person who claims to be a par-
ent of the infant, is notified that a 
petition to terminate the parent-
child relationship was filed in the 
office of the clerk of Allen Superior 
Court, 715 S. Calhoun Street, Fort 
Wayne, IN 46802.

If the unnamed putative parent 
seeks to contest the petition to ter-
minate the parent-child relationship 
of the infant, the unnamed putative 
parent must file a motion to contest 
the petition in accordance with IC 
31-35-1.5-8 in the above named 
court within twenty-eight (28) days 
after the date of service of this 
notice.

If the unnamed putative parent 
does not file a motion to contest the 
adoption within twenty-eight (28) 
days after service of this notice, the 
above named court shall hear and 
determine the petition to terminate 
the parent-child relationship. The 
unnamed putative parent’s con-
sent is irrevocably implied and the 
unnamed putative parent loses the 
right to contest the petition to ter-
minate the parent-child relationship 
or the validity of the unnamed puta-
tive parent’s implied consent to 
the termination of the parent-child 
relationship. The unnamed putative 
parent loses the right to establish a 
biological relationship with the child 
in Indiana or any other jurisdiction.

Nothing anyone else says to 
the unnamed putative parent of the 
infant relieves the unnamed puta-
tive parent of his or her obligations 
under this notice.

Under Indiana law, a putative 
parent is a person who claims that 
he or she may be the father or 
mother of an infant who has been 
voluntarily surrendered but who 
has not yet been legally proven to 
be the child’s father or mother.

This notice complies with IC 
31-35-1.5-5 but does not exhaus-
tively set forth the unnamed puta-
tive parent’s legal obligations 
under the Indiana adoption stat-
utes. A person being served with 
this notice should consult the Indi-
ana adoption statutes.

Christopher M. Nancarrow
	 Clerk of Allen Circuit and
	 Superior Courts

Mitchell J. Gerber, 24603-53
Attorney, Indiana Department of 
Child Services
201 E. Rudisill Blvd., Suite 200
Fort Wayne, IN 46806
Fax: 317-232-1249
Work Phone: 260-403-9792

nb 8/11, 8/18, 8/25
hspaxlp

AUGUST 26 - 9 a.m. - Mul-
tiple consignors. 6632 N. 
500 W., Decatur, IN. Personal 
property: Seeburg jukebox, 
Husqvarna Z-248F zero turn 
mower, furniture, electronics, 
toys, jewelry, antiques, col-
lectibles, ephemera, advertis-
ing items, glassware, hand & 
power tools, Gene Stratton 
Porter collection, 500+/- collec-
tion of Star Wars, TMNT, Mar-
vel & DC characters and more! 
Preview Aug. 25, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Wiegmann Auctioneers, 
wiegmannauctioneers.com, 260-
447-4311.
BIDDING ENDS AUGUST 27 
- (Online Only Auction) - Mil-
dred and Ann Dee Ferguson, 
sellers. Lifetime collection of 
country primitives and collect-
ibles including brass school 
bells, oil lamps, arrow heads, 
antique furniture, extensive col-
lection of precious stones and 
gems, antique slanted display 
case, crocks, appliances and 
much more. *This is a large 
auction with many unique 
items! The Steffen Group Inc., 
Pat Carter, sale manager, 260-
824-3006, www.steffengrp.
com.
AUGUST 27-SEPTEMBER 1 
- (Online Only Auction) - Mil-
dred and Ann Dee Ferguson, 
sellers. Spacious 5 bedroom, 
2 full baths, split level located 
in Northern Wells County. 
7.22+/- acres with over 40 
varieties of trees on the prop-
erty, 30’x40’ pole barn, updated 
septic system. “Explore the 
potential.” Open house: Aug. 
29 from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., 314 
W. 1200 N., Ossian, IN. Pat 
Carter, sale manager, The 
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
SEPTEMBER 2 - 10 a.m. - 
Marlin M. and Irene D. Gra-
ber. 9001W 800S, South Whit-
ley. 53.5+/-A offered in 4 tracts, 
productive, tillable land, home, 
outbuildings, hunting/recre-
ation opportunities, Whitley 
County. Tract 1: 29+/-A farm-
land w/access off CR 800S. 
Tract 2: 12.5+/-A w/home, out-
buildings. Tract 3: 6+/-A farm-
land, possible building site 
w/frontage on 800S. Tract 4 
(“Swing tract”): 6+/-A wooded 
land. Sale manager, Ritter Cox, 
260-609-3306, Schrader Real 
Estate and Auction Company, 
Inc., schraderauction.com, 
800-451-2709.

SEPTEMBER 3-SEPTEM-
BER 10 - (Online Only Auc-
tion) - The Estate of Vincent 
Tippmann, seller. 2300 Meyer 
Rd., Fort Wayne, Indiana. “An 
auction of the year.” One of the 
midwest’s largest Indian and 
Native American artifact col-
lections, unique antiques and 
collectibles, large butcher block 
on legs, outstanding coin col-
lection, art, bronze sculptures, 
vintage stoves, much more. 
Brandon Steffen, sale man-
ager, The Steffen Group Inc., 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.
SEPTEMBER 9 - 9 a.m. - 
Various consignors, sellers. 
Lehman Feed Mill, 511 S 000 
Rd., Berne. Farm machinery 
consignment auction. Tractors, 
hay wagons, grain carts, discs, 
planters, plows, trucks, trailers, 
semis, livestock trailers, tools, 
lawn and garden equipment, 
shop equipment, livestock 
equipment and more! Consign 
Sept. 6-8 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Heartland Auction & Realty, 
Inc., heartlandauctionrealty.
com, 260-724-3499.
SEPTEMBER 9 - 10 a.m. - Les 
Conrad, owner. 8383 N 700 
W, Decatur. Live onsite Les 
Conrad woodworking retire-
ment auction! Online bidding 
available! Nearly 6,000’ board 
foot lumber & timber! Featur-
ing 250+ lots! This impressive 
assortment includes an abun-
dance of walnut, cedar, cherry, 
oak, live edge, various other 
species, custom made wood 
furniture, Latina band saw, 
Leneave 8” jointer, Super Max 
drum sander, Woodmizer LT15 
portable sawmill. Preview Sept. 
4 & 8, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Kruecke-
berg Auction & Realty LLC, 
Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.
SEPTEMBER 9 - 10 a.m. - 
Melvin J & Effie Graber, own-
ers. 7820S 850W, South Whit-
ley, 40+/-A offered in 4 tracts, 
Cleveland Township, Whitley 
County. Tract 1: 20+/-A farm-
land, 850W frontage. Tract 2: 
4+/-A w/home, outbuildings. 
Tract 3: 8+/-A, corner lot, 800S 
and 850W frontage, possible 
building site. Tract 4: 8+/-A 
wooded pasture or possible 
building site, fence w/mature 
trees. Auction manager Ritter 
Cox, 260-609-3306, Schrader 
Real Estate and Auction Com-
pany, Inc., schraderauction.
com, 800-451-2709.

SEPTEMBER 14 - Online - 
2-6 p.m. - Farm: GRS Hold-
ings. Property location: 7370 
E US 224, Craigville, IN. Wells 
Co., Lancaster Twp., 2.243+/- 
acres include: 1,952 sf 2-story 
home (4 bedrooms, 2 baths), 
attached garage, basement, 
4,860 sf pole barn (metal roof, 
half concrete floor), 5,000+ sf 
historical pin frame barn (metal 
roof), (3) steel grain bins. Open 
house: Aug. 31, 4-6 p.m. Hal-
derman Real Estate & Farm 
Management, 800-424-2324, 
halderman.com, Rick Johnloz, 
260-827-8181.

Public Notices

SUDOKU ANSWER

NOTICE
The following will be sold for 

charges:
815 W WASHINGTON ST 

BLUFFTON On 09/12/2023 @ 
10:00 AM

2002 YAMAHA
JYAVM01E12A043212
$2,300.00 
2007 VOLVO
YV4CY982771382545
$2,095.00

nb 8/25
hspaxlp

Public Notice
The Harrison Township Adviso-

ry Board will be holding a meeting 
on Thursday, August 31, 2023, at 
6:30 PM in the Harrison Township 
Trustees’ Office in the Annex Build-
ing located at 223 West Washing-
ton Street. Agenda is 1. Budget 
First Reading, 2. Internal Control 
Standards Policy, 3. Capital Asset 
Policy, 4. Fire Protection, 5. Town-
ship Assistance.

Kyle Hunt, Harrison Twp. Trust-
ee

nb 8/25
hspaxlp
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Apply online at www.swissvillage.org or send Resume to:
Taylor Lehman, VP of Human Resources

Swiss Village | 1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711
or email: careers@swissvillage.org

EOE

Now Seeking: PRN LPN/RN
Swiss Village, Inc. is now seeking an LPN or RN to work on an as-
needed basis in Healthcare. Candidates must be a graduate of an 
accredited School of Nursing and currently licensed in the State of 
Indiana as a Licensed Practical Nurse or Registered Nurse. Seeking 

candidates willing to be � exible and those able to work at least 
12 hours per month, day, or night shift. This position will not be 

bene� ts eligible.

 1350 W. Main St.
 Berne, IN 46711

 589-3173
 www.swissvillage.org

Berne, IN

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

3998 SE ST. Rd. 116, Sat., 9
a.m.-2 p.m. Artifacts, tackle,
outdoor stuff, men's clothes,
furniture, collectibles, hanging
lamps, DVDs. No early sales.

YARD/GARAGE SALES,

AUG. 25-27, Fri.,-Sun., 8 a.m.-
3 p.m., 911 W. Washington,
928 W. Washington. Crafting,
storage units, tools, compres-
sor, Hot Wheels.

ANNUAL MULTI-FAMILY

BARN sale, 9545 North-100
West-90, Thursday 8 a.m. to 7
p.m., Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
follow signs, Saturday only if
signs are up. Hot deals, Hot
prices for the Hot weather!

ARNOLD/ANDERSON, FRI-

DAY 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat-
urday 9 a.m. to noon, 3825 E
200 S, Bluffton. Boys 2-3T,
girls 2-4T and 7-12, juniors,
new Carhart men's coats, new
outdoor patio cushions, 9x12
gray rug, home decor and bed-
ding, weight bench.

HELOISE HINT: Of course you 
want to attract as many people 
as you can to your sale and 
have them buy lots of items. 
So make it fun! Play music 
and offer homemade brownies 
and cookies. Be friendly and 
engage with customers. You 
will sell more! Fax Heloise @ 
210-HELOISE (435-6473).

Place a three day garage sale 
line classified ad and receive 

a free garage sale kit!

SERVICES
Services

Services
WE DO CONCRETE coatings.
Garages, offices, dog kennels,
patios and more. Call for free
estimate, 260-296-2427.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

ADVERTISE YOUR SER-

VICES every day in Wells
County's most popular daily
marketplace! A 20 word, line
classified for 2-months is
$97. Contact the Bluffton
News-Banner at 125 N.
Johnson St., 260-824-0224,
or submit on-line at
www.news-banner.com, click
on classifieds.

RENTALS
Office Space Rental
OFFICE OR RETAIL space.
Ready for you with new floor-
ing and paint. 1,188 sq. ft. of
open space that can be divid-
ed to whatever your needs
are. Parking is no problem on
this x-large parking lot. Locat-
ed on north side of Bluffton.
Rent includes water & sewer,
$650 a month. Call Jim, (260)
413-8872.

Office Space Rental
INDIVIDUAL OFFICE SPACE

for rent. Located on Market
St., across from Courthouse.
As low as $100/mo. Contact
260-827-8943

FOR SALE
Used Furniture/

Collectibles
KING SIZE BED with newer
mattress, $100, Bluffton,
863-991-1555.

LENGERICH MEATS IS look-
ing for a motivated and reliable
individual with great attention
to detail to join our team. The
position is for general labor
starting at $15.00/hr. Send
your resume to
Lengerich@frontier.com or
stop in and fill out an applica-
tion.

Help Wanted
HELP TO KEEP up with rental
homes, 260-565-3780.

Help Wanted

MY CARING PLAN has helped 
thousands of families find Se-
nior Living. Our trusted, local 
advisors help find solutions to 
your unique needs at no cost to 
you. Call 866-968-0040. (I)

HELOISE HINT: If you are go-
ing to a job fair, be prepared. 
Target the companies you are 
interested in and bring a pol-
ished and updated resume. 
Be ready to answer questions 
about your qualifications. Send 
your job-success story to Helo-
ise, P.O. Box 795001. San An-
tonio, TX 78279-5001

WE ARE HIRING

1ST SHIFT
COMPETITIVE WAGES

FULL TIME EMPLOYMENT

APPLY ONLINE AT
HTTPS://ALH-BUILDING.

COM

MUST PASS
DRUG SCREEN

MARKLE, IN

BASEBALL
American League

East Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Baltimore	 79	 48	 .622	 _
Tampa Bay	 78	 51	 .605	 2
Toronto	 70	 58	 .547	 9½
Boston	 68	 60	 .531	 11½
New York	 61	 66	 .480	 18

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Minnesota	 66	 62	 .516	 _
Cleveland	 60	 68	 .469	 6
Detroit	 58	 69	 .457	 7½
Chicago	 50	 78	 .391	 16
Kansas City	 41	 88	 .318	 25½

West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Texas	 72	 55	 .567	 _
Seattle	 71	 56	 .559	 1
Houston	 72	 57	 .558	 1
Los Angeles	 61	 67	 .477	 11½
Oakland	 37	 91	 .289	 35½

Wednesday’s Games
Chicago Cubs 6, Detroit 4
Chicago White Sox 5, Seattle 4, 10 

innings
Milwaukee 8, Minnesota 7, 10 

innings
Kansas City 4, Oakland 0
Cincinnati 9, L.A. Angels 4, 1st 

game
Tampa Bay 6, Colorado 5, 10 

innings
N.Y. Yankees 9, Washington 1
Baltimore 7, Toronto 0
Boston 7, Houston 5, 10 innings
Cincinnati 7, L.A. Angels 3, 2nd 

game
L.A. Dodgers at Cleveland, sus.

Thursday’s Games
L.A. Dodgers 6, Cleveland 1, 1st 

game
Tampa Bay 5, Colorado 3
Washington 6, N.Y. Yankees 5
Boston 17, Houston 1
L.A. Dodgers 9, Cleveland 3, 2nd 

game
Baltimore 5, Toronto 3
Minnesota 7, Texas 5
Oakland 8, Chicago White Sox 5

Friday’s Games
Houston (Valdez 9-9) at Detroit 

(Manning 5-4), 6:40 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (Cole 10-4) at Tampa 

Bay (Eflin 13-7), 6:40 p.m.
Colorado (Freeland 5-13) at Balti-

more (Irvin 1-3), 7:05 p.m.
Cleveland (Bibee 9-3) at Toronto 

(Bassitt 12-6), 7:07 p.m.
L.A. Angels (Sandoval 6-10) at N.Y. 

Mets (Senga 10-6), 7:10 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers (Lynn 9-9) at Boston 

(Crawford 6-6), 7:10 p.m.
Oakland (Neal 0-0) at Chicago 

White Sox (Cease 5-6), 7:10 p.m.
Texas (Dunning 9-5) at Minnesota 

(Gray 6-6), 8:10 p.m.
Kansas City (Singer 8-9) at Seattle 

(Miller 8-4), 10:10 p.m.
Saturday’s Games

Cleveland at Toronto, 3:07 p.m.
Kansas City at Seattle, 4:10 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at Boston, 4:10 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Tampa Bay, 4:10 

p.m.
Houston at Detroit, 6:10 p.m.
Colorado at Baltimore, 7:05 p.m.
L.A. Angels at N.Y. Mets, 7:10 p.m.
Oakland at Chicago White Sox, 

7:10 p.m.
Texas at Minnesota, 7:15 p.m.

National League
East Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Atlanta	 82	 44	 .651	 _
Philadelphia	 69	 58	 .543	 13½
Miami	 65	 63	 .508	 18
New York	 59	 69	 .461	 24
Washington	 59	 69	 .461	 24

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Milwaukee	 70	 57	 .551	 _
Chicago	 67	 60	 .528	 3
Cincinnati	 67	 61	 .523	 3½
Pittsburgh	 57	 71	 .445	 13½
St. Louis	 56	 72	 .438	 14½

West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Los Angeles	 78	 48	 .619	 _
Arizona	 66	 61	 .520	 12½
San Francisco	 66	 61	 .520	 12½
San Diego	 61	 67	 .477	 18
Colorado	 48	 79	 .378	 30½

Wednesday’s Games
St. Louis 6, Pittsburgh 4
Chicago Cubs 6, Detroit 4
Milwaukee 8, Minnesota 7, 10 

innings
San Diego 4, Miami 0
Cincinnati 9, L.A. Angels 4, 1st game
San Francisco 8, Philadelphia 6, 10 

innings
Tampa Bay 6, Colorado 5, 10 innings
N.Y. Yankees 9, Washington 1
Atlanta 7, N.Y. Mets 0
Cincinnati 7, L.A. Angels 3, 2nd 

game
L.A. Dodgers at Cleveland, sus.

Thursday’s Games
L.A. Dodgers 6, Cleveland 1, 1st 

game
Tampa Bay 5, Colorado 3
Washington 6, N.Y. Yankees 5

L.A. Dodgers 9, Cleveland 3, 2nd 
game

Chicago Cubs 5, Pittsburgh 4, 10 
innings

Cincinnati at Arizona, late
Friday’s Games

Washington (Adon 1-0) at Miami 
(Garrett 7-4), 6:40 p.m.

Chicago Cubs (Hendricks 5-6) at 
Pittsburgh (Keller 10-8), 7:05 p.m.

Colorado (Freeland 5-13) at Balti-
more (Irvin 1-3), 7:05 p.m.

St. Louis (Mikolas 6-9) at Philadel-
phia (Sánchez 1-3), 7:05 p.m.

L.A. Angels (Sandoval 6-10) at N.Y. 
Mets (Senga 10-6), 7:10 p.m.

L.A. Dodgers (Lynn 9-9) at Boston 
(Crawford 6-6), 7:10 p.m.

San Diego (Darvish 8-9) at Milwau-
kee (Woodruff 2-1), 8:10 p.m.

Cincinnati (Greene 2-5) at Arizona 
(Pfaadt 0-6), 9:40 p.m.

Atlanta (Strider 14-4) at San Fran-
cisco (Webb 9-9), 10:15 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Atlanta at San Francisco, 4:05 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at Boston, 4:10 p.m.
Washington at Miami, 4:10 p.m.
Colorado at Baltimore, 7:05 p.m.
L.A. Angels at N.Y. Mets, 7:10 p.m.
San Diego at Milwaukee, 7:10 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Pittsburgh, 7:15 

p.m.
St. Louis at Philadelphia, 7:15 p.m.
Cincinnati at Arizona, 8:10 p.m.

 Midwest League
Thursday’s Games

Fort Wayne at Great Lakes ppd.
Friday’s Games

For t  Wayne a t  Grea t  Lakes , 

7:035p.m.
Saturday’s Games

Fort Wayne at Great Lakes, 5:05 
p.m. (Game two to follow)

BASKETBALL
WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

x-New York	 26	 7	 .788	 —
x-Connecticut	 23	 11	 .676	 3½
Atlanta	 16	 17	 .485	 10
Washington	 15	 18	 .455	 11
Chicago	 13	 21	 .382	 13½
Indiana	 10	 24	 .294	 16½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

x-Las Vegas	 30	 4	 .882	 —
Dallas	 18	 16	 .529	 12
Minnesota	 17	 17	 .500	 13
Los Angeles	 14	 18	 .438	 15
Seattle	 10	 24	 .294	 20
Phoenix	 9	 24	 .273	 20½
x-clinched playoff spot

Wednesday’s Games
Los Angeles 91, Phoenix 62

Thursday’s Games
Indiana 90, Seattle 86
New York 95, Connecticut 90, OT
Las Vegas 94, Chicago 87
Minnesota 90, Dallas 81

Friday’s Games
Los Angeles at Atlanta, 8 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Las Vegas at Washington, 7 p.m.
New York at Minnesota, 8 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Los Angeles at Connecticut, 1 p.m.
Atlanta at Indiana, 4 p.m.
Chicago at Seattle, 6 p.m.

Dallas at Phoenix, 6 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
Thursday’s Transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Recalled 
C Korey Lee from Charlotte. Optioned C 
Carlos Perez to Charlotte.

CLEVELAND GUARDIANS — Sent 
C Zack Collins outright to Columbus (IL). 
Reinstated C Cam Gallagher from the 
7-day IL. Recalled RHP Hunter Gaddis 
from Columbus. Optioned SS Brayan 
Rocchio to Columbus.

ATLANTA BRAVES — Sent RHP 
Kyle Wright to Rome (SAL) on a rehab 
assignment.

CHICAGO CUBS — Recalled RHP 
Keegan Thompson from Iowa (IL). 
Optioned RHP Michael Rucker to Iowa.

CINCINNATI REDS — Placed 1B 
Joey Votto on the 10-day IL. Recalled OF 
Nick Senzel from Louisville (IL). Sent RF 
Henry Ramos outright to Louisville. Rein-
stated C Curt Cassali from the 15-day IL.

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Agreed 
to terms with LHP Fernando Abad on a 
minor league contract.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Waived 
QB Kellen Mond and DE Charles Wiley. 
Traded QB Joshua Dobbs and a 2024 
seventh-round draft pick to Arizona in 
exchange for a 2024 fifth-round draft 
pick.

DETROIT LIONS — Waived WR 
Denzel Mims from injured reserve with a 
settlement.

News-Banner Scoreboard
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

Primary 
Contracting, LLC

Decks • Roofing • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding
Remodeling • Storm Damage • Trim Wood Working and more!

Free 
Estimates

260-223-4276

Owner - Edwin Wickey Competitive Rates!

Decks • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding • Remodeling
Metal and Shingle Roofing • Storm Damage •Trim Wood Working and more!

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

Come See Us for Your CBD Oil Needs

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
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•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

J&F Wood Working
Custom Cabinet

New Construction
Remodel

Custom 
Wood 

Working of 
Any Kind.

260-223-4243

Goods & services 
directory

All Plumbing Service
Water Softeners and Water 
Heaters and Water Hookups

Stools and Sinks Tubs 
Showers - Fix Leaks 

LJ Mechanical LLC
Commercial and Residential

Licensed and Insured
Joseph (260) 402-2676        PLC 12300146#

WeekendWeekend Go-To 
Guide

2446 E 350 N, Blu� ton, IN
For all your bereavement needs, sympathy 

arrangements, lanterns, wind chimes, 
Cemetery saddles and Vases.

Call 260-273-0222 any time for an appointment.
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Railroads resist joining safety hotline for ability to discipline workers
By JOSH FUNK 

AP Business Writer
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) 

— The major freight rail-
roads say a disagreement 
over whether they will be 
allowed to discipline some 
workers who use a govern-
ment hotline to report safe-
ty concerns has kept them 
from following through 
on the promise they made 
back in March to join the 
program after a fiery Ohio 
derailment prompted calls 
for reforms.

Unions and workplace 
safety experts say the idea 
of disciplining workers 
who report safety concerns 
undermines the purpose 
of creating such a hotline 
because workers won’t use 
it if they fear retribution. 
Programs like this one over-
seen by the Federal Railroad 
Administration are especial-
ly important in an industry 
like railroads where there 
is a long history of work-
ers being fired for reporting 
safety violations or injuries, 
experts say.

“Their opposition to 
this hotline — which only 
increases protection for pub-
lic and workers — is just 
part of a decades-old effort 
to suppress reporting of 
injury and hazards so that 
they can appear to the pub-
lic and regulators as safer 
than they are,” said Debbie 
Berkowitz, who used to be 
a top-ranking official at the 
Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration dur-
ing the Obama administra-
tion. “I mean, that’s what 
this is all about.”

But the head of the 
Association of American 
Railroads trade group, Ian 
Jefferies, said Thursday in 
a letter to Transportation 
Secretary Pete Buttigieg that 
the railroads’ concern is that 
the system could be abused 
by workers who try to avoid 
discipline by reporting situ-
ations a railroad already 
knows about to the hotline.

The rules of the hotline 
would provide immunity 
for workers who report any 
unsafe conditions the rail-
road doesn’t know about. 
But the railroads want to 
right to be able to discipline 
workers in other situations.

“The crux of the current 
dispute centers on a sig-
nificant nuance: situations 
where the employer is aware 
of a safety rule violation 
without any employee report 
– referred to as a ‘known 
event’ – but the employee 
reports the event anyway 
and therefore avoids disci-
pline,” Jefferies said.

For years, all the major 
freight railroads have resist-
ed joining the safety hotline 
because of this concern and 
because they believe their 
own internal reporting sys-
tems are sufficient. But rail-
road unions have consistent-
ly said workers are reluctant 
to use the railroads’ own 
safety hotlines because they 
fear retribution.

Amtrak and several 
dozen small railroads do use 
the government reporting 
program, but none of the big 
freight railroads have signed 
on to it.

The railroad trade group 

said that a similar safety 
hotline used in the aviation 
industry allows workers to 
be disciplined if they report 
the same safety violation 
more than once in a five-year 
period. The railroads want a 
similar rule for their industry 
because Jefferies said “most 
if not all ‘close call’ events 
result from employees not 
adhering to established safe-
ty rules put in place by their 
employer, creating dangerous 
situations the consequences 
of which were narrowly 
avoided.”

Rail unions bristle at that 
notion that workers are the 
problem. Vince Verna with 
the Brotherhood of Loco-
motive Engineers and Train-
men union said it’s clear that 
firing more workers won’t 
solve all the safety problems 
in the industry. And railroad 
safety has been a key con-
cern nationwide ever since 
a Norfolk Southern train 
derailed in East Palestine, 
Ohio, on Feb. 3.

“This is really old-
school, tired rhetoric that 
blames the worker for the 
failures that are inherent in 
all complicated systems. 
Blaming the worker is 
exactly what leads workers 
to not report unsafe condi-
tions in the workplace,” said 
Verna, who serves on the 
committee of labor groups, 
railroads and safety regula-
tors who have been trying to 
find a way to make this pro-
gram work ever since Jeffer-
ies announced the railroads 
would sign on to it. That 
group is set to meet again 
next week.

By MATTHEW BROWN 
Associated Press

REED POINT, Mont. (AP) — Two 
months after a railroad bridge collapse 
sent carloads of hazardous oil products 
plunging into Montana's Yellowstone 
River, the cleanup workers are gone and 
a mess remains.

Thick mats of tarry petroleum asphalt 
cover portions of sandbars. Oil-speckled 
rocks and bushes line the shore along 
with chunks of yellow sulfur, a compo-
nent of crude. In the middle of the river 
downstream of the bridge, a tangle of 
black steel juts out of the water from a 
large piece of ruptured tank car.

The railroad, Montana Rail Link, in 
conjunction with federal and state offi-
cials last week halted most cleanup work 
and stopped actively looking for contam-
inated sites. They said falling river levels 
that have been exposing more pollution 
also make it harder to safely operate the 
large power boats used by cleanup crews.

Almost half of the 48,000 gallons of 
molten petroleum asphalt that spilled has 
not been recovered, officials said. That 
includes 450 sites with asphalt in quanti-
ties considered too small or too difficult 
for efficient removal, according to data 
provided to The Associated Press.

The spill extends more than 125 miles 
along a stretch of river popular among 
anglers and recreationists and relied upon 
by farmers to irrigate crops. Yellow-
stone National Park is upstream and not 
impacted.

The scope of remaining pollution was 
evident this week when viewed by boat 
downstream of the collapsed bridge, 
which has since been repaired. Asphalt 
could be seen on every river island vis-
ited, ranging from globs stuck on river-
side vegetation and rocks, to thick mats 
of tar oozing across sandbars as summer 
temperatures heat it into a viscous liquid.

"What we've seen out there tells us 
that there should be a second phase of 
cleanup. They need to come back and 
they need to do a better job," said Wendy 
Weaver, executive director of Montana 
Freshwater Partners.

The nonprofit group focused on water 
protection has received reports of tar 
balls and other asphalt at more than 40 
sites where cleanup workers previously 
passed through.

Elevated levels of a toxic compo-
nent of oil known as polycyclic aromat-
ic hydrocarbons, or PAHs, have been 
detected in mountain whitefish down-
stream of the spill site, prompting an 
advisory against eating any caught along 
a 41-mile stretch of the Yellowstone. The 
contamination has not been conclusively 
linked to the derailment but the spilled 
asphalt contained PAHs, according to 
documents submitted to federal officials.

Test results on other fish species are 
pending, said Chrissy Webb with Mon-
tana Fish Wildlife and Parks. At least 
eight snakes and 11 birds have been 
killed after encountering the sticky 
asphalt.

Petroleum asphalt remains in 
Yellowstone River after cleanup

CIA stairwell attack among flood 
of sexual misconduct complaints

By JIM MUSTIAN and 
JOSHUA GOODMAN 

Associated Press
FAIRFAX, Va. (AP) — 

In a secluded stairwell at 
CIA headquarters last year, 
officer trainee Ashkan Bay-
atpour came up behind a 
colleague, wrapped a scarf 
around her neck and plainly 
spoke as he tried to kiss her 
on the mouth.

“There are many uses for 
this,” the woman recalls him 
saying. “This is what I want 
to do to you.”

Bayatpour was convicted 
Wednesday of a state mis-
demeanor charge of assault 
and battery in a case that 
was remarkable for break-
ing through the CIA’s veil of 
ultra-secrecy and playing out 
in a public courtroom where 
it has emboldened a sexual 
misconduct reckoning.

At least two-dozen 
women have come forward 
in recent months with their 
own complaints of abusive 
treatment within the CIA, 
telling authorities and Con-
gress not only about sexual 
assaults, unwanted touching 
and coercion but of what 
they contend is a campaign 
by the spy agency to keep 
them from speaking out, 
with dire warnings it could 
wreck their careers and even 
endanger national security.

“There are harassers 
everywhere and bosses that 
try to cover them up,” said 
Kristin Alden, a Washing-
ton attorney who represents 
some of the women who 
have filed complaints. “But 
the whole nature of intelli-
gence work — the culture of 
secrecy and people working 
under assumed names — 
really elevates the chilling 
effect of retaliation and iso-
lation that victims feel.”

Details of Bayatpour’s 
July 13, 2022, stairwell attack 
have not been previously 
reported but were confirmed 
by The Associated Press 
through court records and by 
several people familiar with 
the case who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity.

The 39-year-old Ala-
bama native and former U.S. 
Navy intelligence officer has 
remained on the job for more 
than a year since the woman 
reported the assault to the 
CIA and nine months since 
she reported it to the FBI and 
local law enforcement.

Several of the woman’s 
female co-workers attended 
Wednesday’s proceedings, 
becoming emotional after 
Fairfax General District 
Court Judge Dipti Pidikiti-
Smith found Bayatpour 
guilty, sentenced him to 
six months’ probation and 
ordered him to surrender 
any firearms and stay away 
from the woman. His attor-
ney has appealed.

The CIA declined to 
say whether Bayatpour has 
faced internal discipline, 
saying it does not comment 
on whether individuals are 
affiliated with the agency.

“This guilty verdict came 
despite and not because of 
the CIA,” said Kevin Car-
roll, the attorney for Bay-
atpour’s accuser. The AP 
does not identify victims 
of alleged sexual abuse or 
domestic violence.

Complaints to the CIA’s 
Office of Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity about 
sexual harassment and dis-
crimination this year have 
already doubled last year’s 
total, detailing 76 separate 
incidents.

The top Democrat and 
Republican overseeing the 

CIA, Virginia Sen. Mark 
Warner and Florida Sen. 
Marco Rubio, have called 
for a watchdog investigation 
and are considering hear-
ings into why the agency has 
failed women in their ranks 
for so long. Since 2018, out 
of 290 total employment-
related complaints, the agen-
cy has substantiated just a 
single case based on sex.

The congressional scru-
tiny prompted CIA Director 
William Burns in May to 
launch a series of reforms to 
streamline claims, support 
victims and more quickly 
discipline those behind mis-
conduct. That includes hir-
ing a psychologist steeped 
in victim advocacy to lead 
the agency’s fledgling 
Sexual Assault Prevention 
and Response Office and 
replacing the leadership of 
the CIA office where many 
of the women say they were 
discouraged from making 
complaints.

“Our officers deserve 
no less than our laser sharp 
focus on ensuring they have 
a safe and secure work envi-
ronment,” said CIA spokes-
woman Tammy Kupperman 
Thorp.

Congressional aides told 
the AP they have interviewed 
or had contact with at least 
two-dozen women CIA 
employees this year. They 
described misconduct rang-
ing from lewd remarks about 
sexual fantasies at after-
work happy hours to a case 
in which a senior manager 
showed up at a subordinate’s 
house at night with a firearm 
demanding sex. Some of the 
incidents go back years and 
took place as officers were on 
risky covert missions over-
seas, while others took place 
at CIA headquarters.


