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Presenting the Scouts
Steve Higgins with the Cub Scouts 
gives a presentation to kids and par-
ents at Bluffton-Harrison Elementary 
School Wednesday evening. Higgins 
has been a volunteer with the Boy 
Scouts of America since 1989 and a 
professional scouter since 2008. Pic-
tured left to right is  Roran Claghorn, 
Steve Higgins, Wesley Sills, and Jamie 
McLeod (Photos by Sydney Kent)

By HOLLY GASKILL
A proposed 2024 budget was 

approved by the Wells County 
Council Wednesday night, includ-
ing several new positions and a 
slight raise for employees. 

The council previously dis-
cussed completely foregoing 
employee raises due to 2023’s 
seven percent increase and the 
mid-year implementation of the 
pay matrix, which gave a 0.5 
percent raise for every year of 
employment. This pay matrix will 
not take effect for elected officials 
until 2024.

However, the council’s dis-
position shifted when Highway 
Department Supervisor Shawn 
Bonar asked if the Sheriff’s 
Department had received any rais-
es after its matrix was introduced 
in 2019. Auditor Lisa McCor-
mick confirmed that the Sheriff’s 
Department had received a $3,200 
increase for deputies and $2,500 
for jail staff. 

“Best I can do is one percent to 
avoid zero,” said Council member 
Brandon Harnish. He continued 

to say that the effect of the pay 
matrix gave a four percent average 
increase. Surveyor Jarrod Hahn 
noted because of the timing, it was 
a two percent raise for this year.

Council member Steve Hug-
gins responded, “Alright, do we 
have a council meeting or do we 
want to talk to this crowd?”

A one percent raise was ulti-
mately approved 7-0 for matrix 
employees. Non-matrix employ-
ees, like part-time staff, were allot-
ted a 3.5 percent raise. 

The council continued with 
unanimous approval of motions 
until reviewing the budget 
requests for Emergency Manage-
ment. Director Rick Velasquez had 
requested $5,000 for personal pro-
tective equipment, a 150 percent 
increase from last year, which the 
council had previously decided to 
cut to $1,000. There were no PPE 
costs in 2022. 

However, Harnish stated he 
wanted to completely cut the 
line item as a “symbolic move.” 
He added, “The rationale here 

Wells County Council 
budgets meager raises

Norwell discusses  
calender changes; OK’s 
changes to handbook

By HOLLY GASKILL
A series of changes may be 

coming to the Norwell 2024-25 
school calendar. Notably, days off 
for Good Friday and President’s 
Day are possibly on the chopping 
block. 

Superintendent Mike Springer 
told the school board Tuesday 
it’s been difficult to balance con-
flicting wants — like ending the 
school year earlier, a full-week 
fall break, and holidays — with 
state requirements. Good Friday 
coincides with spring break, the 
last week of March, for the current 
school year, but it will not in 2025, 
when the holiday falls on April 18. 

The 2024-25 calendar, as it 
was presented during the meeting, 
shows school beginning on Aug. 7 
and ending on May 21.

Several community mem-
bers present expressed a desire 

for Good Friday to remain an 
observed holiday. “I would prob-
ably pull my kids from school if 
Good Friday was a scheduled day, 
honestly,” said Nicole Nussbaum. 

Springer stated he would con-
sider these ideas, including using 
President’s Day as a make-up day 
for cancellations, and see where 
adjustments could be made.

Alongside this conversation, 
the board approved several chang-
es to the Norwell Middle School 
student handbook. NMS Principal 
Andrew Enderle said these chang-
es primarily provided a protocol 
for tardies and dress code. For 
example, the handbook now states 
a seventh tardy will result in lunch 
detention, an eighth detention 
results in two lunch detentions, 
and so on. 

Regarding the dress code, 

Heat wave in central U.S. strains 
infrastructure and Texas power grid

By ACACIA CORONADO
 and JUAN LOZANO 

Associated Press
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Dead-

ly heat that has gripped Texas for 
much of the summer has spread 
into other parts of the central U.S. 
this week where it is forecast to 
stay for days, with triple-digit tem-
peratures buckling roads, straining 
water systems and threatening the 
power grid of the nation’s energy 
capitol.

With heat warnings and adviso-
ries stretching from New Orleans 
to Minneapolis, the unyielding 
weather is stressing the systems 

put in place to keep resources 
moving and people safe. Just this 
week, a 1-year-old left in a hot van 
in Nebraska died, and Louisiana 
reported 25 heat-related deaths this 
summer — more than twice the 
average number in recent years.

The heat is expected to become 
“dangerous to the average person” 
if they don’t have air condition-
ing, said Alex Lamers, a warning 
coordination meteorologist at the 
National Weather Service’s Weath-
er Prediction Center.

It has felt hotter than 110 
degrees in cities in Texas and Lou-
isiana more often than at any time 

since World War II, Lamers said. 
The brunt of the enduring heat 
has hit states from Florida to New 
Mexico, he said.

Texas’ grid — which failed 
during a deadly winter storm in 
2021 — has so far held up with no 
outages in the face of unrelenting 
heat.

The Electric Reliability Council 
of Texas, which oversees the grid, 
asked residents twice last week to 
conserve energy because of high 
demand and low reserves. The 
agency issued a weather watch 
that’s in place through Aug. 27.

First 2024 Republican presidential debate is in the books
MILWAUKEE (AP) —The 

first Republican presidential 
debate illustrated the deep divi-
sions within the GOP, with the 
candidates on stage arguing over 
issues including U.S. support for 
Ukraine, when and how to best 
restrict abortion nationwide, and 
support for the party’s eventual 
2024 nominee.

Most of the candidates vowed 
to support Ukraine in its war with 
Russia, but the notable exception 
was Vivek Ramaswamy. He sug-
gested that supporting that coun-
try when the U.S. hasn’t fixed its 
own problems was “disastrous.” 
That drew rebukes from many of 
his rivals, including former United 
Nations Ambassador Nikki Haley, 

who told the 38-year-old technol-
ogy entrepreneur, “You have no 
foreign policy experience, and it 
shows.”

There was disagreement on 
abortion, with Haley calling for 
“consensus” and Pence saying that 
was the “opposite of leadership.” 
The candidates largely agreed 
that Pence was right to protect the 

results of the 2020 election against 
Donald Trump’s pressure cam-
paign.

Trump skipped Wednesday 
night’s event and was not a major 
focus of what was said. But both 
Christie and Hutchison were 
booed for saying they wouldn’t 
support him as their party’s nomi-
nee, though Christie faltered in 

his answer. Despite so much con-
sensus on Trump, however, Pence 
drew applause when he said the 
former president wasn’t above the 
law.

DeSantis, the highest-polling 
candidate on stage, takes back seat

After recent campaign stum-
bles, Ron DeSantis was expected 

Mercenary leader Prigozhin presumed dead after plane crash
By DASHA LITVINOVA 

Associated Press
TALLINN, Estonia (AP) 

— Mercenary leader Yevgeny 
Prigozhin, who led a brief armed 
rebellion against the Russian 
military earlier this year, was pre-
sumed dead Wednesday after a 
plane crash north of Moscow that 

killed all 10 people on board.
Prigozhin was on the plane, 

according to Russia’s civil aviation 
agency, which cited the airline. 
The crash immediately raised sus-
picions since the fate of the found-
er of the Wagner private military 
company has been the subject of 
intense speculation ever since he 

mounted the mutiny.
At the time, President Vladimir 

Putin denounced the rebellion as 
“treason” and a “stab in the back” 
and vowed to avenge it. But the 
charges against Prigozhin were 
soon dropped. The Wagner chief, 
whose troops were some of the 
best fighting forces for Russia in 

Ukraine, was allowed to retreat to 
Belarus, while reportedly popping 
up in Russia from time to time.

The crash also comes after Rus-
sian media reported that a top gen-
eral linked to Prigozhin was dis-
missed from his position as com-
mander of the air force.

A plane carrying three crew 

members and seven passengers 
that was en route from Moscow to 
St. Petersburg went down almost 
185 miles north of the capital, 
according to officials cited by Rus-
sia’s state news agency Tass.

Russia’s civilian aviation agen-
cy, Rosaviatsia, quickly reported 
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PPE funding cut, health department on hold



to have to defend himself 
and project likeability on 
the debate stage — but he 
had done relatively little 
of either as the two-hour 
broadcast neared its end.

The Florida governor 
instead seemed to take a 
back seat to more vocal 
candidates, speaking sig-
nificantly less than biotech 
entrepreneur Vivek Ramas-
wamy, his closest GOP 
competitor besides former 
President Donald Trump in 
recent polls.

Ramaswamy garnered 
both massive applause and 
barbs from competitors on 
stage on topics from foreign 
policy to climate change.

In the second half of the 
night, DeSantis was given 
the first chance to answer a 
question about education, 
one of the topics he cam-
paigns on most passionately.

He responded with ease, 
citing Florida legislation to 
remove mentions of gender 
identity so-called critical 
race theory in the classroom.

But Ramaswamy was 
quick on his tail. The novice 
candidate pleased the crowd 
with calls to “shut down 
the head of the snake, the 
Department of Education,” 
end teachers unions, and 
require civics tests to gradu-
ate high school.
Christie asked about UFOs 

at Republican debate
Is the truth really out 

there?
There was a UFO ques-

tion posed near the end of 
the GOP debate. Former 
New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie was asked if he 
would “level” with the 
American people about 
what was known about what 
was “out there.”

Christie took mock 
offense, saying he’d been 
asked that because he was 
from New Jersey and that 
his home state is “different 
but not that different.”

He didn’t otherwise take 
the bait, saying those on 
stage had better things to 
talk about.

Ramaswamy only 
candidate to oppose more 

funding to Ukraine
When asked by the 

moderators who would not 
support more funding to 

Ukraine, the only candi-
date to raise their hand was 
Vivek Ramaswamy.

“I think this is disas-
trous that we are protecting 
against an invasion across 
somebody else’s border 
when we should be using 
those same military resourc-
es to prevent the invasion 
of our own southern border 
here in the United States,” 
Ramaswamy said, drawing 
cheers from the crowd.

Ramaswamy also took a 
swipe at his fellow Republi-
cans, including former New 
Jersey Gov. Chris Christie 
and and former Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence, who have 
met with Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

“I find it offensive that 
we have professional politi-
cians on the stage that will 
make a pilgrimage to Kyiv 
to their Pope Zelenskyy 
without doing the same 
thing for people in Maui or 
the South Side of Chicago 
or Kensington,” Ramaswa-
my said. “I think we have to 
put the interests of Ameri-
cans first, secure our own 
border instead of somebody 
else’s.”

This prompted a rebuke 
from Pence: “Anybody that 
thinks that we can’t solve 
the problems here in the 
United States and be the 
leader of the free world has 
a pretty small view of the 
greatest nation on earth.”
Ramaswamy takes literal 

center stage at debate
At the center of the 

stage, and at the center of 
the hottest exchanges in 
the first part of the debate, 
was a 38-year-old novice 
candidate and technology 
entrepreneur named Vivek 
Ramaswamy.

Though he’s well behind 
Trump, Ramaswamy has 
crept up in recent polls, 
leading to his position next 
to Florida Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis at center stage. And he 
quickly showed why when 
he showcased his ready-
for-video, on-message 
approach, talking about how 
his poor parents moved to 
the U.S. and he had the abil-
ity to found billion-dollar 
companies.

Then Ramaswamy tried 
to show he wasn’t a regu-
lar politician and started to 

throw elbows. At one point 
he declared, “I’m the only 
person on the stage who 
isn’t bought and paid for.” 
He slammed his rivals as 
“super PAC puppets” who 
were using “readymade, 
pre-prepared slogans” to 
attack him.
Candidates agree Pence did 

the right thing on Jan. 6
The Republican presi-

dential  candidates at 
Wednesday’s debate largely 
said they agreed with former 
Vice President Mike Pence’s 
actions on Jan. 6, 2021.

Pence eschewed then-
President Donald Trump’s 
demands to stop the cer-
tification of Joe Biden’s 
election, a decision that led 
some in a mob of Trump 
supporters to chant for his 
hanging that day.

South Carolina Sen. Tim 
Scott said, “Absolutely.”

Florida Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis didn’t immediately 
answer the question, say-
ing, “We’ve got to look for-
ward.” Under pressure from 
both Pence and the mod-
erators, DeSantis ultimately 
said, “Mike did his duty. 
I’ve got no beef with him,” 
prompting Pence to reply, 
“I’m relieved.”

Former New Jersey 
Gov. Chris Christie leaped 
to Pence’s defense, say-
ing the then-vice presi-
dent “deserves not grudg-
ing credit, he deserves our 
thanks as Americans.”

Former South Carolina 
Gov. Nikki Haley agreed 
that Pence “did the right 
thing” and deserved credit, 
as did North Dakota Gov. 
Doug Burgum.

Trump leans into
2020 election lies 

in interview
Donald Trump skipped 

the Republican presiden-
tial debate to instead lean 
into his bogus claims about 
the 2020 election in a con-
spiracy-dabbled interview 
with former Fox News host 
Tucker Carlson.

The former president 
praised the crowd he spoke 

to on the morning of Jan. 6, 
2021, before his supporters 
stormed the U.S. Capitol, 
saying, “There was love in 
that crowd. There was love 
and unity.”

Trump also did not dis-
miss a suggestion from 
Carlson about whether his 
political opponents might 
choose violence or threaten 
his life.

“They are savage ani-
mals. They are people 
that are sick. Really sick,” 
Trump said.

He also called the four 
criminal cases he faces 
“nonsense.”

Trump attacked President 
Joe Biden and suggested 
he was physically unfit for 
office. He also derided his 
rivals for the GOP nomina-
tion and said he skipped the 
debate because he didn’t 
want to be “harassed” by 
people he said “shouldn’t 
even be running for presi-
dent.”

Six of eight candidates 
say they’d fully support 

Trump as nominee
The top Republicans 

vying to be the leading alter-
native to Donald Trump are 
finally getting a chance to 
weigh in on his four indict-
ments — sort of.

Nearly an hour into the 
GOP debate, Fox News 
Channel showed a live 
image of Atlanta’s Fulton 
County jail, where the for-
mer president is set to sur-
render on charges on Thurs-
day, drawing boos from the 
audience. The moderators 
said they’d spend a “brief 
moment about the elephant 
not in the room” and ask 
about the cases against 
Trump.

Those on stage were then 
asked to raise their hands if 
they would support Trump 
if he wins the GOP presi-
dential nomination. Six of 
the candidates raised their 
hands, while former New 
Jersey Gov. Chris Chris-
tie half-raised his hand and 
former Arkansas Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson kept his hand 
down.
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County budget Weather
Thursday, August 24, 2023

(24-hour observations at 8:53 p.m. Wednesday)
High: 88; Low: 63; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.16  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Wednesday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly sunny and hot, with a high near 94. Heat 

index values as high as 109. West wind 10 to 15 mph, with 
gusts as high as 20 mph. 

Tonight: A 20 percent chance of showers and thunder-
storms before 2 a.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 74. 
Southwest wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 87. North wind 
5 to 10 mph. 

Friday Night: A 20 percent chance of showers and thun-
derstorms after 2 a.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 68. 
Northeast wind around 5 mph. 

Saturday: A 10 percent chance of showers and thunder-
storms before 8 a.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 83.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 59.
Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 78.
Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 56.
Monday: Sunny, with a high near 81.
Monday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 58.
Tuesday: A 20 percent chance of showers and thunder-

storms. Mostly sunny, with a high near 80.
Tuesday Night: A slight chance of showers and thunder-

storms. Partly cloudy, with a low around 55.
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is, (there’s) a lot of chatter right now 
about masks coming back … I don’t 
want our county to have any part in 
that.”

In response, Council member Scott 
Elzey clarified that PPE doesn’t only 
refer to masks. “That could mean any 
personal protective equipment — 
gloves, boots, wipes, sanitizing, any-
thing to do with (Velasquez’s) job to 
protect the public,” Elzey said. “I don’t 
disagree with you. I’m saying it’s more 
than masks.”

Harnish then pointed out the depart-
ment’s budget also includes $1,000 for 
“emergency contingency,” which could 
be used for PPE if necessary. 

Eliminating PPE funds was 
approved 5-2; council members Har-
nish, Seth Whicker, Todd Mahn-

ensmith, Brian Lambert, and Vicki 
Andrews were in favor, and Huggins 
and Elzey were opposed. 

Alongside this, the council did not 
vote on approving a raise for the health 
officer within the Health Department. 
Budget requests included a 26.95 per-
cent raise for the role, increasing com-
pensation from $19,693 to $25,000. 

“I would like to not do anything 
with the Health Department on that 
front until we get it straightened out 
with what’s all going on there,” Whick-
er said. “So, I would feel better — we 
can always do an additional down 
the road if we find that we do need to 
increase the health officer.”

For requested new positions, the 
council approved an equipment opera-
tor in the Highway Department, a 
part-time investigator for the prosecu-

tor’s office, and an Assistant Chief of 
Probation officer in the Circuit Court. 
The council did not approve two new 
employees for the Wells County Jail 
and delayed action regarding a full-
time courthouse security position. 

A vote was not taken regarding the 
public information officer position. 
The part-time position was added dur-
ing the last budget cycle, and several 
council members questioned its effi-
cacy during initial hearings this year.

“Did we settle on the PIO?” asked 
Huggins. Whicker responded, “Well, 
we kind of did by leaving it in the 
budget. So it’s left in the budget right 
now.”

The council will hold a public hear-
ing for the proposed 2024 budget at 7 
p.m. on Sept. 5.

holly@news-banner.com

shorts and any rips in pants 
must be below the wearer’s 
fingertips when their arms 
are by their sides. Tights and 
leggings must also be worn 
with fingertip-length shorts, 
skirts, or dresses. 

Additionally, Enderle 
proposed the middle school 
follows the high school’s 
format for grade point aver-
ages, allowing for easier 
transfer of middle school 
classes with high school 
credit.

Other regular board 
meeting items were: 

• Resignations were 
received from Lancaster 
Central Elementary School 
teaching assistant Angela 
Edwards, Ossian Elementa-
ry School teaching assistant 

Hollie Ritschard, and food 
service employees Julee 
Bradburn and Amy Adams.

• The board approved 
the following employment 
recommendations: Kris-
tina Riley for OES latchkey, 
Amy Adams as bus assis-
tant, Emma Winget, Julee 
Bradburn, and Elyssa Chub 
as LES teaching assistants, 
and Carmen Schoenherr and 
Nicole Miller as OES teach-
ing assistants. The board 
also approved Sara Robin-
son as a volunteer volleyball 
coach and Melanie Jacob as 
a volunteer cross country 
coach.

• A $200 donation was 
accepted from Six Mile 
Church Missions for LES 
student assistance

holly@news-banner.com

But there are risks the longer this 
drags on, said Alison Silverstein, a 
Texas-based independent energy ana-
lyst and former adviser to the state’s 
energy regulator. She compared it to a 
car overheating as the system tries to 
keep up with weeks of record-breaking 
demand.

“At least your car on a long trip has 
a chance to rest overnight and cool 
off,” she said. “A lot of these plants 
have been running nonstop, or pretty 
close to it, since June.”

Experts have warned that infra-
structure can be damaged under the 
extreme strain of enduring and recur-
ring heat waves brought on by climate 
change. Union Pacific has imposed 
more speed restrictions this summer 
across its network of more than 32,000 
miles of Western track as a “precaution 
to reduce the impact on the rail when it 
gets hot,” spokeswoman Kristen South 
said Tuesday.

Costs in the U.S. for road mainte-
nance and replacement due to rising 
temperatures could reach $26.3 bil-
lion by 2040, with most of the dam-
age expected to hit Texas, Califor-
nia and Illinois, according to a 2017 

study by University of Arizona and 
Arizona State University research-
ers.

The heat has already caused an 
unusual number of Texas water line 
breaks and roadway issues.

Texas officials are monitoring the 
heat, roadways and tips from residents 
to address issues as quickly as possible, 
said transportation department spokes-
man Danny Perez. Houston officials 
learned of likely heat-related damage 
to a road Sunday after about 10 other 
similar reports in June, he said.

And though water pipes burst last 
winter when a deep freeze set in across 
much of the Deep South, cites are 
being reminded that heat poses similar 
problems.

Houston’s high temperatures and 
a lack of rain have caused the ground 
to shift and damage the city’s aging 
pipes. Residents’ top service request is 
for water leaks, according to city data. 
Reports of water leaks from the past 
month were up 25 percent from the 
same period last year.

Demand and leaks are both increas-
ing, and the city is using emergency 
purchase orders to add contractors for 
repairs, said Erin Jones, Houston Pub-

lic Works spokeswoman.
San Antonio Water Systems has 

already tallied more breaks this month 
than in all of July, said the agency 
Wednesday. Customers need to cut 
back on outdoor watering, the agency 
said.

Cooling systems are also under 
strain. Missouri firefighters helped 
remove 117 patients from a Kansas 
City nursing facility Tuesday after 
the air conditioning failed in tempera-
tures that felt as high as 115 degrees. 
Most Parkview Healthcare nursing 
facility residents were taken to other 
facilities, but seven who had COVID-
19 were taken to hospitals, authorities 
said.

Students across the U.S. are learn-
ing in roasting classrooms or having 
their days cut short, including over a 
dozen in Denver on Wednesday. Chi-
cago-area schools delayed classes or 
ending them early. Milwaukee Public 
Schools, Wisconsin’s largest, closed 
campuses through Thursday.

An estimated 36,000 schools across 
the U.S. need to update or install 
HVAC systems, according to a U.S. 
Government Accountability Office 
report in 2020.
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Norwell changes

U.S. heat wave

Republican presidential debate
(Continued from Page 1)

Mercenary leader
that he was on the manifest 
and later said that, according 
to the airline, he was indeed 
on board.

Earlier, Vladimir Rogov, 
a Russia-appointed offi-
cial in the partially occu-
pied Zaporizhzhia region 
in Ukraine, said he talked 
to Wagner commanders 
who also confirmed that 
Prigozhin was aboard, as 
was Dmitry Utkin, whose 
call sign Wagner became the 
company’s name.

“I don’t know for a fact 
what happened but I’m not 
surprised,” U.S. President 
Joe Biden said.

Keir Giles, a Russia 
expert with the international 
affairs think tank Chatham 
House, had urged caution 
about reports of Prigozhin’s 
death. He said “multiple 
individuals have changed 
their name to Yevgeniy 
Prigozhin, as part of his 
efforts to obfuscate his trav-
els.”

Flight tracking data 
reviewed by The Associated 
Press showed a private jet 
that Prigozhin had used pre-
viously took off from Mos-
cow on Wednesday evening 
and its transponder signal 
disappeared minutes later.

The signal stopped sud-
denly while the plane was 
at altitude and traveling at 
speed. In an image posted 
by a pro-Wagner social 
media account showing 
burning wreckage, a par-
tial tail number matching 

a jet previously used by 
Prigozhin could be seen.

Videos shared by the pro-
Wagner Telegram channel 
Grey Zone showed a plane 
dropping like a stone from a 
large cloud of smoke, twist-
ing wildly as it fell. Such 
freefalls can occur when an 
aircraft sustains severe dam-
age, and a frame-by-frame 
AP analysis of two videos 
was consistent with some 
sort of explosion mid-flight. 
The images appeared to 
show the plane was missing 
a wing.

Russia’s  Invest iga-
tive Committee opened 
an investigation into the 
crash on charges of vio-
lating air safety rules, as 
is typical when they open 
such probes. Interfax, citing 
emergency officials, report-
ed early Thursday that all 
10 bodies had been recov-
ered at the site of the crash 
and the search operation 
had ended.

Even if confirmed, 
Prigozhin’s death is unlikely 
to have an effect on Russia’s 
war in Ukraine, where his 
forces fought some of the 
fiercest battles over the past 
18 months.

His troops pulled back 
from front-line action after 
capturing Bakhmut, a city in 
the eastern Donetsk region, 
in late May. Bakhmut had 
been the subject of arguably 
the bloodiest battles in the 
entire war, with the Russian 
forces struggling to seize it 
for months.

(Continued from Page 1)



By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

A statewide collec-
tion of historic fraternal 
lodges, the former home 
of a wealthy South Bend 
industrialist, and once-bus-
tling venues in Anderson, 
Evansville and Stinesville. 
Those sites are among Indi-
ana Landmarks’ 10 “Most 
Endangered,” an annual list 
published by the Indianap-
olis-based nonprofit that 
seeks to save historic and 
“meaningful” places across 
the Hoosier state. 

The organization says the 
places on the list often face 
a multitude of problems, 
including abandonment, 
neglect, or owners who lack 
money for repairs. 

These places “shape 
lives,” the nonprofit empha-
sized in a news release, “and 
when they’re gone, they 
leave a void that can’t be 
filled.”

This year’s list features 
five new landmarks and five 
repeats from the 2022 list.

“Each endangered place 
tells a distinct story, and 
each faces its own set of 
challenges. In all cases, 
when an endangered place 
lands on our list, we com-
mit to seeking solutions that 
lead to rescue and revitaliza-
tion,” Indiana Landmarks 
President Marsh Davis said 
in a statement.

Indiana Landmarks first 
published its “Most Endan-
gered” list in 1991. Since 
then, 153 sites have been 
included on the list. The 
nonprofit notes that 101 
places have been complete-
ly restored or are no longer 
endangered, while only 20 
have been demolished.

“Indiana Landmarks uses 
its 10 Most Endangered list 
in several ways. Sometimes 
it serves an educational role. 
It functions as an advo-
cacy tool. And it can assist 
in raising funds needed to 
save a place,” said Indiana 
Landmarks President Marsh 
Davis. “Each endangered 
place tells a distinct story, 
and each faces its own set 
of challenges. In all cases, 
when an endangered place 
lands on our list, we com-

mit to seeking solutions that 
lead to rescue and revitaliza-
tion,” he adds.

Get a glimpse at the full 
2023 list below:

• Historic Fraternal 
Lodges, statewide

• International Harvester 
Engineering Building, Fort 
Wayne

• Thomas and Louisa Lit-
tle House, Plainfield

• Starr Historic District, 
Richmond

• The State Theater in 
Anderson 

• Birdsell Mansion, 
South Bend 

• First Friends Church, 
Marion 

• Hulman Building & 
Garage, Evansville

• The Hulman Building 

and Garage in Evansville 
• Knox County Poor 

Asylum, Vincennes
• Stinesville Commercial 

Buildings, Stinesville 1990s.

By WHITNEY 
DOWNARD

Indiana Capital Chronicle
Five Indiana counties are 

choosing to give up a com-
bined maximum of $3.3 
million in enhanced pub-
lic health funding from the 
state in 2024, with the bulk 
of that funding coming from 
Johnson County, which 
qualified for up to $2.1 mil-
lion in funds.

But Gov. Eric Holcomb 
said Tuesday he is happy 
with the progress — of Indi-
ana’s 92 counties, 85, or 
92%, have chosen to join 
the state program with a few 
days left before a Sept. 1 
deadline.

“I think if you would 
have asked most (people) a 
few months ago, some smart 
people told me maybe 50% 
(would opt in),” Holcomb 
said. “… this is no state take-
over; this is no mandate. This 
is about local providers and 
their community; it is about 
addressing quality of place.

“Hopefully they’ll see 
the light and seek to join.”

None of the Johnson 
County commissioners 
responded to calls from the 
Indiana Capital Chronicle 
nor did the public health 
department. 

Johnson County leaders 
told the Daily Journal earlier 
this month that the health 
department didn’t need the 
funds and already performs 
the “core public health ser-
vices” required by the grant 
funding. 

“We’re not greedy. I 
mean, I just think the con-
sensus is we don’t need it. 
So why would we take it?” 
Johnson County Commis-
sioner Kevin Walls told 
the local publication. “… 
It could be better utilized 
someplace else. That’s kind 
of the bottom line.”

Saying no before the 
deadline doesn’t prohibit the 
municipality from opting 
into the funding in future 
years. Public health depart-
ments in four other counties, 
Whitley, Wells, Fountain 
and Crawford, all indicated 
that their commissioners 
declined the funding as well.

Health departments and 
commissioners in an addi-
tional two counties — Adams 
and Harrison — didn’t 
respond to calls about wheth-
er they’d meet the deadline 
for the public health funds. 

The Indiana Capital 
Chronicle called stakehold-
ers in each of the 15 coun-
ties the Indiana Department 
of Health map says haven’t 
yet committed. Eight of 
those counties indicated that 
they had decided to opt-in 
recently but hadn’t yet final-
ized their paperwork, mean-
ing at least 85 counties have 
committed to participating 
in the state program.

The stakes
A yearlong analysis from 

the Governor’s Public Health 
Commission found that Indi-
ana spends a paltry $55 per 
resident annually on aver-
age when it comes to pub-
lic health compared to the 
nationwide average of $91.

Spending varied widely 
from county to county, from 
$1.25 in Shelby County to 
$83 in Marion County. Of 
the five confirmed counties 
that are bypassing the fund-
ing, none spent more than 
$15 per capita on public 
health annually.

In Wayne County, poor 
health metrics and lagging 
funding pushed commis-
sioners to vote to accept the 
funds in a Wednesday meet-
ing. That came after citizen 
input and a planned budget.

“There was no prize for 
being first,” Wayne County 
Commissioner Jeff Plas-
terer said. “We went about 
it deliberately and we have 
a plan that the council, com-
missioners and board of 
health buy into.”

He said there was some 
public opposition, mostly 
over maintaining local con-
trol.

“We tried to address 
every issue raised … called 
the governor’s office over a 
few things,” Plasterer said.  
Discussions with his local 
state Rep. Brad Barrett, 
R-Richmond, also comfort-
ed the commissioners.

“He assured us the legis-
lature crafted a bill that pro-
tects counties. We are happy 
to move forward,” Plasterer 
said.

In an effort to incentiv-
ize counties to better address 
the public health needs of 
their residents, the state 
committed $75 million in 
grant funding the first year 
to bolster budgets — so long 
as counties continued to pay 
the average amount allo-
cated in recent years. Each 
government unit is guaran-
teed a minimum amount of 
grant dollars and receives 
the maximum if they meet 
a set of goals established by 
the state health department.

Holcomb did express con-
cern about the initial funding 
provided by state legislators 
considering that so many 
counties chose to participate.

“I would have like to 
have gotten more funding,” 
Holcomb said. “… divided 
out amongst more people, 
it’s less money per county. 
So we’ve got a long way to 
go. But like so many things 
in life, half of it’s just get-
ting going in the right direc-
tion and then getting some 
momentum.”

“We’re well on our way,” 
he continued.

Another $150 million has 
been set aside for the second 
year.
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Police NotebookStephen Lowden, 73
Stephen Edward Lowden, 73, of 

Fort Wayne, passed away on Aug. 
18, 2023. Steve’s beloved fam-
ily members were with him as he 
peacefully went to his Heavenly 
home on his birthday. 

He was preceded in death by 
his father, Eugene R. Lowden, 96, 
in 2017. He leaves behind many 
loved ones, including his loving 
wife of 33 years, Barbara (Bob-
bie) Lowden; his mother, Anna May (Lahrman) Lowden, 
94; sons, Stephen Eugene Lowden of Chicago, and 
John E. (Sherry) Mattingly Jr. of Cincinnati; daughters, 
Elizabeth (Gary) Toth and Laura (Ben) Stevens, both of 
Fort Wayne. He is also survived by his brother, Robert 
(Dorene) Lowden, and his sister, Sharon (David) White. 
Steve also had three loving nieces and seven grandchil-
dren who thought “Papa” was the greatest.

Steve was born Aug. 18, 1950, in New Haven. He was 
very athletic, participating in all sports in high school 
and college. 

Steve began his teaching career of 43 years in North-
ern Wells Community Schools. The majority of his years 
were spent teaching algebra at Norwell Middle School. 
He touched the lives of thousands and thousands of 
students who loved “Mr. Lowden.” He also coached 
football at the middle school, teaching the boys that 
winning was not always the most important thing. 

Steve was the kind of man who helped anyone who 
asked. He was indeed a “handy man.” He could build 
anything and fix everything. Steve’s favorite pastime 
was cultivating his garden and tending to his beauti-
ful flowers that adorned his backyard. He was an avid 
outdoorsman, enjoying hunting and fishing. Heaven 
welcomed a great man upon his passing. Steve (Mr. 
Lowden) will be missed. 

Mass of Christian Burial will be 11a.m. Monday, Aug. 
28, 2023, at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church, 1502 
E. Wallen Rd. in Fort Wayne, with calling one hour prior. 
Calling also from 2-4 p.m. and 5-7 p.m. Sunday Aug. 
27, 2023, at Divine Mercy Funeral Home, 3500 Lake 
Ave. in Fort Wayne, with the Rosary recited at 1:45 p.m. 
Burial will be in Catholic Cemetery, Ft. Wayne. 

Memorial contributions may be made to Heart-
land Hospice. To sign the online guest book, go to  
www.divinemercyfuneralhome.com.

OBITUARIES

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service
MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

Preston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

YOUR SMILE. 
OUR PASSION. 

EVERY TIME.

family dentistry

(260) 622-4138
www.stillwatersfamilydentistry.com

10045 North State Road 1 Ossian, IN 46777

Accepting many new insurance plans 
including Humana and United Healthcare. 
Always accepting new patients. Please call 

today to schedule an appointment.

www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Gloria J. Reeves
Calling: 3 - 7 p.m. Thursday, 

August 24 and one hour 
prior to the service.

Service: 10:30 a.m. Friday, 
August 25 at the funeral home.

18th Farmers & Merchants Duck Race Wrap Up
The 18th annual Farmers & Mer-

chants Duck Race to benefit non-profit 
Family Centered Services took place 
on Saturday, August 12. This was the 
first year Farmers & Merchants Bank 
was the naming sponsor for the race.

A total of 3,366 ducks floated down 
a flooded Washington Street as a 
crowd of approximately 461 spectators 
watched in anticipation, competing for 
25 prize packages ranging from local 
gift certificates to gift baskets. This 
year’s grand prize winner of $1,000 
was Barbara Barbieri.

Additional prize winners were Brad 
Fiechter, Jill Shelton, Seth Fiechter, 

Amanda Butz, Molly Hoag, Kayla 
Lakey, Steve Ault, Lyn Steffen, Jamie 
Lemler, Joline Bowman, Abby Moser, 
Marcia Hotopp, Kelly Goode, Greg 
Werich, Shirley Harman, Ginny Gar-
wood, Kristy Fisher, Katie Lopolito-
Meyer, Ann Eakright, Roger Sherer, 
James Wilson, Scharna Bendes, Cam-
eron Kohler, and Jennifer Hupfer. 

Along with the duck race itself, the 
event also included foam machines, 
lifelike dinosaurs, bounce houses, 
kids games, free door prizes, two food 
trucks, six raffles, and five community 
partners. Life Community Church, 
Saint Marks Lutheran Church, and 

First United Methodist Church were 
also present to give out shoes and 
socks to children.

In total, the duck race grossed over 
$50,000. The funds received will go 
toward continuing the work of FCS in 
the community.

FCS, which began in 1990, exists 
“to strengthen our community by 
empowering families and youth 
through services that educate and 
inspire.” For more information on 
FCS or the programs they offer, visit 
fcs-inc.net or call 824-8574. They 
are located at 1515 N. Sutton Circle, 
Bluffton.

Pictured in the photo from 
left, Family Centered Servic-
es Director of Development 
and Duck Race Coordinator 
Ashleigh King and grand 
prize winner Barbara Barbieri. 
(Photo submitted)

INCIDENTS
City:
Tuesday, 4:55 p.m., 900 

West Market Street. Report 
of man threatening to hit 
callers family.

Tuesday, 5:22 p.m., 900 
West South Street. Welfare 
check requested.

Tuesday, 6:13 p.m., Inte-
va Products. Officer request-
ed to be in parking lot due to 
fight.

Tuesday, 6:20 p.m., 
Washington Park. Caller 
reported van parked at park 
for several days. Vehicle was 
legally parked.

Tuesday, 11:27 p.m., Lit-

tle Caesars. Report of two 
people on roof. People were 
cleaning grease traps.

Wednesday, 1:39 a.m., 
Bluffton Rentco. Report of 
vehicle pulling out and stop-
ping in turn lane. Employee 
loading up rentals.

Wednesday, 4:10 a.m., 
1400 West Central Avenue. 
Caller requested welfare 
check. Subject was fine.

Wednesday, 12:16 p.m., 
500 block of Normandy 
Drive. Report of a loaded 
magazine for a gun found in 
the yard.

Wednesday, 1:41 p.m., 
Walmart. Report of theft.

County:
Tuesday, 3:02 p.m., 

South 100 East and East 100 
South, Keystone. Report of a 
car striking a deer.

Tuesday, 8:37 p.m., 5600 
West 400 South. Caller 
reported hitting a dog in the 
roadway. Vehicle was dis-
abled and towed by Pember-
ton’s.

Wednesday, 5:54 a.m., 
South Main and East State 
streets, Bluffton. 19 year 
old driver issued citation for 
possession of alcohol and 
released.

Wednesday, 9:55 a.m., 
near 7200 East Ind. 224, 

Craigville. Animal com-
plaint.

Wednesday, 10:51 a.m., 
6100 North 100 West, Union-
dale. Report of a maroon 
truck possible firing a weapon 
towards callers home.

Ossian:
Tuesday, 3:08 p.m., near 

5700 East Ind. 224, Ossian. 
Caller requested to speak to 
a deputy regarding unwanted 
subject on property.

ARRESTS
Freedy Linares, 55, Fort 

Wayne, arrested for operat-
ing without ever obtaining 
a license, a Class A misde-
meanor.

85 counties opt in to 
public health funding

10 Indiana historical sites are ‘most endangered’
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By The Associated Press
Today is Thursday, Aug. 

24, the 236th day of 2023. 
There are 129 days left in 
the year.

Today’s Highlight in His-
tory: On Aug. 24, A.D. 79, 
long-dormant Mount Vesu-
vius erupted, burying the 
Roman cities of Pompeii 
and Herculaneum in volca-
nic ash; an estimated 20,000 
people died.

On this date:
In 1814, during the War 

of 1812, British forces 
invaded Washington, D.C., 
setting fire to the still-under-

construction Capitol and 
the White House, as well as 
other public buildings.

In 1932, Amelia Earhart 
embarked on a 19-hour 
flight from Los Angeles to 
Newark, New Jersey, mak-
ing her the first woman to 
fly solo, non-stop, from 
coast to coast.

In 1949, the North Atlan-
tic Treaty came into force.

In 1954, President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower 
signed the Communist 
Control Act, outlawing the 
Communist Party in the 
United States.

Today in History
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Those carnations, how they do go wild
Mom used to ask, 

“Can you quit being so 
wild?” 

That memory proba-
bly came from days when 
the rain fell hard and 
summer playtime happened inside the 
house. Mom had too much to do all 
day to play with children inside. 

It was the wringer washer era. 
Each piece was lifted out and run 
through the wringer into a galvanized 
rinse wash tub, later to be wringered 
and hand-wrung before taken outside 
to the clothes line. We owned no 
dryer.

On rainy days, clothesline ropes 
stretched from the dining room, 
through the living room, and into the 
parlor and back. Clothing hung inside 
until dry. Siblings raced between 
hanging pieces of clothing, zig-zag-
ging like it was a ski slalom course in 
August. The action grew so strenuous 
it turned childhood cheeks pink. Con-
nected clothespins shaped into air-
planes flew fast between shirtsleeves 
and underwear.

More than likely that’s where the 
phrase originated, “Can you quit 
being so wild? Tarnation.”

That wild-tarnation story finally 
brought Angelkeep to the subject at 
hand. Not wild tarnation, but wild 
carnation. It’s a stretch as to how 
those two topics segue and link. It is 
the way things happen at Angelkeep. 
We’d have it no other way.

Wild carnations seemed to appear 
out of nowhere at Angelkeep. The hot 
pink color, though very small, with 
its half-inch diameter single bloom, 
stood out amid all the brownish-green 
growth along the edge of the chipped 
limestone driveway. 

Once upon a time, it had been 
sometime since a rain of any propor-
tion soaked the earth. Other blooms 

withered. A lone 
stalk with the hot 
pink four-petal top 
stood out.

A photo 
inspired investi-
gation as to the 
name and type 
of this unknown 
flower. Had it appeared at Angelkeep 
prior? Had it ever been featured in 
Angelkeep Journals? Much remained 
unknown. Enlightenment relied on 
Googling “four-petal pink wild-
flower.”

The world has been overrun with 
pink wildflowers. Google ignored 
the fact the request had been for a 
four-petal bloom. All forms of higher 
count pink petal flowers were identi-
fied. No photo compared to Angel-
keep’s four-petal pink.

Angelkeep was too smart to think 
it had discovered the world’s first 
four-petal pink bloom.

A wild carnation looked very 
promising. The size matched. Color 
matched. Leaves appeared similar. 
However Google indicated wild car-
nations as five-petal. Typically they 
grew in clumps of stalks. Angelkeep 
had but a single stalk topped with 
only four hot pink petals.

Had the rain been more frequent, 
the lawn would have been mowed 
more often. The four-petal pink 
bloom would have been lopped off 
long before any hot pink popped.

To be honest, the thought had 
occurred that perhaps the plant had 
been rubbed by a local critter and a 
petal lost. The “reason of four” could 
never be determined. Over time, 

other locations at Angelkeep began 
to sprout single stalks with hot pink 
petals. Nearly all discovered after 
the initial sighting had petals count-
able on all five fingers. Apparently 
the first sighted had been a fluke of 
nature, or a one-petal causality due to 
critter contact.

The newly found pinks, now 
considered to be the common pink 
wildflower, popped up all over 
Angelkeep. Some Angelkeep areas 
continued to be saved from the lawn 
mower. Certain spots remained as 
natural habitat for animals. At other 
areas, such as under trees, the grass 
continued to grow slow due to insuf-
ficient rainfall. These areas offered 
a fresh peek at hot pink plants per-
petuating prolonged perplexity and 
pondering.

Some places grew multiple plants 
in close proximity. None held mul-
tiple stalks coming from a single root 
system. All seemed to be its own 
plant. A single bloom bearing five 
petals topped each.

Questions remained about the 
four-petal pink. Why only four, when 
all of its Angelkeep cousins bloomed 
with five? Where did they come 
from? Angelkeep recalled potting 
“pinks” years ago. Did they grow 
wild from that potted plant? Had they 
been growing for years, simply over-
looked? What’s a dianthus? 

One fun part of gardening and 
nature was the fact full disclosure 
remained unnecessary to enjoy either.

“Please, please, please, Angelkeep, 
never stop being so wild.”

Full laundry disclosure: Angelkeep 
occasionally continued the tradition 
of hanging a few pieces of wash on 
hangers to dry inside the house.

Mr. Daugherty is a Wells County resident 
who, along with his wife Gwen, enjoy their 
backyard and have named it “Angelkeep.”

Alan
Daugherty

Angelkeep
Journals

It’s not just a buzzword: Why 
civility matters in Congress
Given everything that’s been tak-

ing place on Capitol Hill, I’d guess 
you missed the announcement a few 
months back that the House Civility 
Caucus has been revived. It would be 
hard to call this earth-shattering news 
— but in our current political climate, 
it’s a notable measure of hope.

The caucus first came into being in 
2018, when two members of Congress 
from Columbus, Ohio — Democrat 
Joyce Beatty and Republican 
Steve Stivers — launched 
the group with the idea that 
disagreement is inevitable in 
politics, but being disagree-
able about it doesn’t have 
to be. It helped that the two 
had been friends for decades, ever since Beatty, then a 
state representative, confronted Stivers, a banker, about 
his bank’s practice of charging check-cashing fees for 
child-support checks. He’d agreed that, as he later told a 
reporter, “we needed to take responsibility and fix what 
we had done.” In Congress, the caucus attracted a hand-
ful of Democrat-Republican pairs from other states, but 
folded after Stivers left Congress.

This spring, however, Beatty and Stivers’ Republican 
successor, Mike Carey — the two are also friends — 
decided it was time to resuscitate the effort. In a talk not 
long afterward, Beatty noted that they have significant 
political differences. “But we have a secret weapon,” 
she said. “We actually like each other, and that makes a 
huge difference. We have a friendship beyond the House 
floor. We’ve also figured out how to have a friendship 
on the House floor — which, unfortunately in today’s 
times, might seem kind of rare.” The Congressional 
Civility and Respect Caucus, to give it its formal name, 
has several dozen members — split evenly between 
Democrats and Republicans, since anyone who wants to 
be part of it has to find a partner from the other party to 
join with them.

It might seem a sad commentary on the state of 
American politics that you need a formal caucus to pro-
mote civility, but I prefer to look at the other side of the 
coin: the fact that the caucus has been able to form and 
grow is a hopeful sign that even in that most partisan 
and divided of legislative bodies, the US House, a sig-
nificant number of politicians want to chart a better way 
forward.

This matters because civil political debate actually 
stands at the core of our representative democracy. Our 
system was constructed as a way to manage disagree-
ment — sometimes heart-felt, impassioned disagree-
ment — without coming to blows or rioting or launch-
ing a civil war. People who don’t agree can still weigh 
issues carefully and, if they’re sincere, find common 
ground. Our founders did not count on all Americans 
becoming friends, but they did believe that we could 
be respectful and civil toward one another, and that by 
doing so, we could wrestle with and resolve the chal-
lenges facing our country.

And let’s be clear: Incivility is a problem. We don’t 
send our representatives to Congress or the 50 state 
capitals to yell at one another or refuse to cooperate 
with each other. We send them there to get things done, 
to confront the tough issues our communities, states, and 
nation face and to hammer out policies that make the 
lives of ordinary Americans better. In a country as ideo-
logically and demographically diverse as ours, this can-
not happen unless people who come from dramatically 
different points of view figure out how to work together. 
People who are rude and disagreeable — who play to 
their followers’ worst instincts, damn the consequences 
— just get in the way.

We’ve had a lot of that in Washington and else-
where over the last decade or so, and my sense is that 
Americans have grown tired of it. So what may be most 
interesting about this problem is that we don’t have 
to change any laws or create new regulations in order 
to address it. It’s as simple as encouraging respectful 
behavior, one person at a time.

That’s why the Congressional Civility and Respect 
Caucus is a hopeful sign. The few dozen House mem-
bers who have joined up so far are like a down payment, 
a small knot of legislators who know in their bones that 
there’s a better way and are determined to find it. Here’s 
hoping their influence grows.

Lee Hamilton is a distinguished scholar with the IU School of 
Global and International Studies. He was a member of the U.S. 

House of Representatives for 34 years.

Hoosier
Opinions

Lee
Hamilton

As Donald Trump appears in court to face his 91st 
felony charge since April (with a possible 700 years 
in prison!) many Republicans correctly believe that he 
is in the crosshairs of a deeply politicized justice sys-
tem — one that has bent over backward to protect the 
Biden family while using novel legal theories to target 
the former president.

But it is also clear that Trump bears much respon-
sibility for his predicament. To see why, consider five 
disastrous choices Trump made over the past three 
years — mistakes that have given his enemies the 
pretext to go after him in court, while alienating swing 
voters and undermining his chances of winning back 
the presidency.

Mistake No. 1: Imagine how different things would 
be today if, after exhausting his legal challenges to 
the 2020 election, Trump had presided over a smooth 
transition. Imagine if, even without conceding he lost, 
he invited Joe Biden to the White House as Barack 
Obama had invited Trump, attended Biden’s inaugu-
ration and left office graciously — with a MacArthur-
esque farewell address promising that he would return 
in four years’ time. There would have been no “Stop 
the Steal” rally in Washington, no Jan. 6, 2021, riot at 
the Capitol and no second impeachment.

Mistake No. 2: Instead of contesting certified elec-
tion results accepted by Georgia’s popular Republican 
governor, Brian Kemp, Trump should have focused 
his attention on turning out his loyal base in Geor-
gia to save the GOP majority in the U.S. Senate by 
winning the two runoff elections. He could have left 
office with a major political victory under his belt and 
momentum toward a 2024 run — and would have 
been able to take credit for a GOP Senate reining 
in the Biden administration. Instead, his false fraud 
claims depressed GOP turnout, handed Senate control 
to the Democrats and enabled Biden to ram through 
trillions in new spending with Democratic votes 
alone, which helped unleash the worst inflation in four 
decades.

Mistake No. 3: When it was discovered that he 
had taken highly classified materials to Mar-a-Lago, 
Trump could have cooperated and handed over the 
documents, rather than reportedly ordering aides to 
hide documents and delete security footage.

Mistake No. 4: Instead of spending the past three 
years railing against the “rigged election” (a claim that 
70 percent of Americans reject), Trump should have 
focused on Biden’s failings in office. Trump should 
have contrasted Biden’s disastrous policies with his 
many successes, and reminded the record 56 percent 
of voters who told Gallup just before Election Day 
2020 that they were better off under Trump than they 

had been four years earlier how good they 
had it when he was in office. Imagine if his 
message had been “Miss me yet?” instead 
of “I am your retribution.”

Mistake No. 5: Rather than saddling 
the GOP with midterm candidates whose 
main or only qualification was parroting his 
election denial, Trump could have backed 
electable candidates and used his $100 
million-plus war chest to help Republicans 
take back the Senate and win an over-
whelming House majority in 2022 — thus 
getting credit for propelling the GOP back 
into power on Capitol Hill.

If Trump had done these things, he would be facing 
no criminal charges, except perhaps the flimsy indict-
ment brought by Manhattan District Attorney Alvin 
Bragg. No serious Republicans would be challenging 
him for the GOP nomination. He would be raising and 
spending millions for attack ads against Democrats 
instead of using campaign funds to pay his mounting 
legal bills. And he would likely have a double-digit 
lead over Biden in the polls. Indeed, Biden would 
probably be the one facing serious primary challeng-
ers and calls to step aside for the good of the party. 
Amid the Democratic weakness and infighting, Trump 
could be cruising toward victory as the 47th president 
of the United States — possibly in a landslide.

Instead, Trump spent the past three years relent-
lessly promoting election lies, putting revenge ahead 
of victory at the polls, costing his party Senate con-
trol, alienating swing voters who will decide the next 
presidential election, and diverting millions of dollars 
away from beating Democrats and toward his legal 
defense. So, yes, Democrats are weaponizing the jus-
tice system against Trump. But Trump is clearly the 
author of his own misery.

Do we need to clean house in the Justice Depart-
ment? Absolutely. But Republicans can’t do that if 
Biden wins a second term. Right now, 63 percent of 
Americans say they won’t vote for Trump in 2024, 
including a 53 percent majority who say they “defi-
nitely” won’t vote for him, an AP-NORC poll found 
last week. That would leave in charge at the Justice 
Department the same people who went after Trump 
while trying to give Hunter Biden a pass.

In other words, if GOP voters really want to rally 
around Trump, the best way to do so is to choose 
another nominee — someone who can beat Biden, 
pardon Trump and take on the administrative state.

If Republicans nominate Trump, he will likely lose 
— and go to jail.

Marc A. Thiessen is on Twitter, @marcthiessen.

Marc
Thiessen

The 5 mistakes of Donald Trump
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A Talk with Tego

Tego’s Tips: Aeros and 
Loki are bonded broth-
ers and will be adopted 
together.

Tego

Loki is a one-year-old, 
domestic short hair, neu-
tered male.

These are just a few pets avail-
able for adoption at the Wells 
County Animal Shelter, 1613 
W. Cherry St., Bluffton. For 
more information call 824-
6063.

Hazel is a two-year-old, 
tortieshell female.

Aeros is a one-year-old, 
domestic short hair, neu-
tered male.

Lancaster Chapel to host ice cream social

Fall Outoor Soccer registration ending soon at the YMCA

Moon Pie Mania Car, Truck, Bike 
and Camper show this Saturday

The Moon Pie Mania show will be held Satur-
day, Aug. 26 at the Wells County 4H Park. Registra-
tion will be 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. The band Wild Card 
Rumble will perform at 1 p.m. The show includes 
a Pinstripers Charity Auction and finishes with 
awards and door prizes at 4 p.m.

Midwest Rat Rod Rumble and
Rockabilly show on Sunday

The Midwest Rat Rod Rumble will be held Sunday, Aug. 27 
at the Wells County 4H Park. Registration will be 8 a.m. to noon. 
The band Hot Rod Kings will perform at 1 p.m. with Memories of 
the King featuring Brent Cooper following afterwards. The show 
includes a Pin-Up Contest and finishes with awards at 3 p.m.

Eagle head wood carving to 
be given away to a veteran

Sid King will be giving the eagle head wood carv-
ing, shown at right, to a veteran during the Moon Pie 
Mania show on Saturday, Aug. 26. Any veteran is 
eligible for the drawing, you aren’t required to have 
a car in the show. Register in person Saturday at the 
Wells County 4H Park. Must be present to win. No 
purchase necessary.

Weekend car shows at 4H Park

The Lancaster Chapel United Method-
ist Church, 4510E-400N, will host a home-
made ice cream social from 4:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 26.

The menu includes coney dogs. sloppy 

joes, pie, cake, and beverages.
Freewill donations will be accepted for 

the Wells Community Boys and Girls Club 
and the sidewalk awning project.

The Caylor-Nickel Foundation Family 
YMCA is hosting an outdoor soccer league 
this fall.  Register by Sunday, Aug. 27.

The league will run from Sept. 9 through 
Oct. 21. Games will be Saturdays and will 
include one or two practices depending on 

age division.
The fee for the league is $40 for YMCA 

members or $80 for non-members.
For more information contact call 260-

565-9627 or email Ashley_Vandenboom@
fwymca.org.

Check for entrance renovation
Representatives of the First United Methodist’s Men’s group,  Gary Boone and Paul Reiff, cen-
ter, are shown presenting a check to Boys & Girls Club representatives, Gene Bell, at left, and 
Vicki Bell, at right. The funds will be used to renovate the club’s entrance to concrete making it 
more walker and wheelchair friendly for all. The donor bricks, currently lining the walkway,  will 
be incorporated into the design. Serving as Resource Development officer Gene Bell explained 
that this is just one of the many ways the men’s club have assisted with club needs over the 
years. (Photo provided )

Check out these 
websites of local 
& area companies 
and businesses.

Ask for our latest Website visitor statistics! 
The power of print and the Internet, working 
for you! Call 824-0224 for more information.

hidaymotors.comicav.us EdwardJones.com

blu� tontire.com

Bluffton 
Tire

ste� engroup.com

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS
803 S. Calhoun St. Suite 100

Fort Wayne, IN 46802
260.426.0633 | www.steff engroup.com

myersfuneralhomes.com

thomarich.com

Th oma/Rich, 
Lemler

Funeral Home

daniels-jewelers.net 2155 N. Main St., Bluffton
 (260)824-9643

 www.daniels-jewelers.net

bi-countyservices.com(260)824-1253
Supported Living • Waiver Services • Workshop

riverstonedental.net

jerry� ackinsuranceandinvestments.com

Jerry Flack
& Associates

lafontainecenter.org
A RHF Community

kellysautocollision.com

Owners: Dustin Kelly
820 W. Washington Street, Bluffton

824-3995

abovebeyondrecon.com

&ABOVE  BEYOND
Vehicle Reconditioning

stillwatersfamilydentistry.com

family dentistry

nb-digital.com
Websites • Mobile Responsive Design • SEO

Business Page Creation • Social Media Creation 
Social Media Networks • Reputation Monitoring

Online Advertising & Marketing

nb-digital.com | 800.579.7576

A Division of News-Banner Publications, Inc.

NB Digital

www.lifeatheritage.org

3riversfcu.org

lengerichmeats.com

Have a Webs ite?
Tell the World!

JC’s GARAGE
DOOR

SALES & SERVICE

jcsgaragedoor.com

Find Us On Facebook

ALL SEASON
SERVICE NEEDS
Check Out Our Air Conditioning 
or Furnace Units

219 E. Perry St. Bluff ton

MOSER & SON
Heating 

824-0228
& Air 
Conditioning

thegmcfamily.com

ste�  nancial.comSecurities o� ered through � urston Springer Financial (Member FINRA & SIPC). Ste� en Financial is independent of � urston Springer.

TIM STEFFEN - Financial Consultant
110 W. Cherry St • Blufft  on | 260.824.8175 | tim@ste�  nancial.com

Are Your Investments Healthy?  Get a Checkup!
From Tim at Ste� en Financial Group.

S T E F F E N
F i n an c i a l  Group

S GF

myblu� tonsfagent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com
Erin Daugherty

260.827.0527
www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

� shersgaragedoors.com

homecourthomecare.com

dazeys.com/blu� ton-in

Gloria returns next week but 
shares a recipe in her absence 

Editor’s Note:  Gloria is taking a 
deserved late-summer break.  Her column 
will return next week with a special fam-
ily guest writer and then Gloria will return.  
She thanks readers for their well-wishes and 
encouragement.

Meanwhile, enjoy this recipe from the 
Amish Cook archives, perfect and refresh-
ing for a hot late-summer day!

SUMMER MELON SALAD

1 container of strawberries
2 containers of blackberries
1 half cantaloupe melon
1 half watermelon
1 half of honey dew melon
1 half of canary melon
1 half of a pineapple

Wash all the fruit that needs it. Use an ice 
cream scoop to scoop out balls of melon or 
cut it and chop it. Put all the fruit into one 
big bowl. Mix thoroughly. Serve and enjoy!

The 
Amish 

Cook
by Gloria Yoder

By BARBARA 
BARBIERI

Back in the 1980’s the Wells County 
Historical Society sponsored a yearly Quilt 
Show and for the one held in June of 1982 
one of the quilt entries was one sponsored 
and quilted by the Cotton Patch (then a 
local fabric store located on South Johnson 
St. in Bluffton).

It was designed, appliquéed and quilted 
by women of Wells County and after tak-
ing honors in the Quilt Show was donated 
to the Wells County Creative Arts Council 
to be auctioned off during a Junefest Fund-
raiser.

Janet Heller (Mrs. Donald) of Rockford 
in Rockcreek Twp. was the winner of the 
quilt. Most recently it again became the 
property of the Creative Arts Council and 
they in turn are donating it to the Historical 
Society—the place where a historical quilt 
should find a home.

Joyce Carney of Uniondale was the 
chairman of the committee that created the 
quilt under the leadership of Lucy Venis, 
owner of the Cotton Patch. Artists who 
designed the squares included Eva Rhodes, 
Roz Collins, Marcella Hart and Don 
Thompson with Venis and Virginia Johnson 
selecting the overall quilting pattern.

The appliqueing and sewing of the quilt 
blocks were done by the following county 
residents: Martha Eiche: Cardinal bird; 
Beverly Rich: Bridge and Deam Oak; Caro-
lyn Huvendick: Indiana’s state flag, Church 
and Brown Squirrel; Marcella Phegley: 
Black Squirrel; Leota Kline: Map; Barbara 
Barbieri: Creative Arts Council logo; Marti 
Moser: Piano and Oil Derrick; Sarah Rein-
hard: Wells County Courthouse; Marion 
Skelton: Corn; Francis Smith: Ouabache 
Park; Lorene Metz: Iris; Diana Sell: Tulip 
Tree; Birdena Day: Quail; Mary Speheger: 
Indian, Farm and Red Squirrel; Martha 
Allen: Sports equipment, School, Pheasant, 
Fire Truck and Brown Squirrel.

At the quilt show Sell’s Tulip Tree took 
1st place for Workmanship while Spehe-
ger’s Farm took 2nd place for workman-
ship.

The quilt also was displayed at a Berne 
Quilt show in 1982.

Creative Arts Council Executive Direc-
tor Janiece Lipsey explains she doesn’t 
know how the quilt was back with her orga-
nization, but during the council’s move to 
the current site it was “uncovered.” And she 
explains, “We are glad they are willing to 
treasure it and give it a new home.”

The 1982 Wells County Historical Quilt has found a home at the Wells County Historical Muse-
um as museum members Connie Brubaker, upper left; Lynn Elliott, upper right; and Marcia Hot-
topp, lower left, help display it along with Barbara Barbieri, lower right, representing the Creative 
Arts Council, donators of the quilt. (Photo by Jim Hotopp for the Historical Society)

Historical quilt taking honors at 
1982 museum quilt show returns 
to Wells Historical Museum
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 24
BOYS TENNIS: Adams Central at Norwell, 

5 p.m.
GIRLS GOLF: East Noble at Norwell, 4:30 

p.m.; Southern Wells at Delta, 5 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: Norwell at Woodlan, 7:30 p.m.; 

Churubusco at Bluffton, 7:15 p.m.; Southern Wells 
at Mississinewa, 7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 25
BOYS TENNIS: Blackhawk Christian at 

Norwell, 4:30 p.m.
FOOTBALL: Norwell at Delta, 7:30 p.m.; 

Manchester at Bluffton, 7 p.m.; Southern Wells 
at Madison-Grant, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26
BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton at JV Invitational at 

Norwell, 9 a.m.
CROSS COUNTRY (CO-ED): Norwell, 

Southern Wells at Taylor University Invitational, 9 
a.m.; Bluffton at Oak Hill CC Invitational, 10 a.m.

GIRLS GOLF: Bluffton, Norwell, Southern 
Wells at Bi-County Meet at Timber Ridge, 8 
a.m.

GIRLS SOCCER: Norwell at Columbia City, 
11:30 a.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Norwell at Prairie Heights 
Invitational, 9 a.m.; Southern Wells hosts Raider 
4-Way 1A Invitational, 9 a.m.

MONDAY, AUGUST 28
BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton at Leo, 5 p.m.
GIRLS GOLF: Concordia at Bluffton, 4:30 

p.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Northfield at Bluffton, 6 p.m.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 29
BOYS SOCCER: Norwell at Bellmont, 6:30 

p.m.
BOYS TENNIS: Norwell at Carroll, 4:30 

p.m.; Bluffton at Manchester, 5 p.m.
CROSS COUNTRY (CO-ED): Bluffton, 

Norwell, Southern Wells at Bi-County Meet at 
South Adams, 5 p.m.

GIRLS GOLF: Norwell at DeKalb, 4:30 
p.m.; Bluffton at South Adams, 4:30 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER: Bellmont at Norwell, 6:30 
p.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Southern Wells at Norwell, 
7:30 p.m.; Bluffton at Marion, 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30
BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton at Wayne, 5 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: Norwell at Wayne, 6:45 

p.m.
THURSDAY, AUGUST 31
BOYS SOCCER: Jay County at Norwell, 

6:30 p.m.
BOYS TENNIS: Norwell at Columbia City, 5 

p.m.
GIRLS GOLF: Huntington North at Nor-

well, 4:30 p.m.; Heritage at Bluffton, 5:30 p.m.; 
South Adams/Woodlan at Southern Wells, 5 
p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER: Norwell at Jay County, 5 
p.m.

VOLLEYBALL: South Adams at Norwell, 
7:30 p.m.; Manchester at Bluffton, 6 p.m.

High School Calendar

By RYAN WALKER
Last Friday, Wells County went 2-1 in 

football, with Bluffton and Southern Wells 
picking up victories over Northfield and 
Elwood and Norwell falling to Mississinewa.

The Tigers handled their business with 
ease at Northfield, Southern Wells got its 
first football win in three years, and Nor-
well’s comeback fell just short by two points 
at home against Mississinewa.

What can we expect this week? Here is 
a preview for all three schools in week two.

Bluffton
The Tigers are set to host their first game 

since winning the sectional 42-35 over East-
brook. Even after a year has passed, the 
team looks relatively the same, returning all 
but two starters.

In the win over Northfield, head coach 
Brent Kunkel pulled all of his rabbits out of 
the hat, even some we didn’t expect.

With the loss of Khamel Moore for now, 
we saw Ben Ramseyer and Tucker Jenkins 
split carries in the scrimmage with Norwell, 
but freshman Cooper Craig stood out the 
most with his stellar 7-139 on the ground 
and three scores.

Ramseyer still got over 100 yards, and 
Jenkins was productive on the ground, 
through the air, and on defense.

With veteran quarterback Braxton Betan-
court’s arm and legs, too, teams are in for a 
ride with this offense.

In week two, Bluffton will face Man-
chester, who is 1-0 after a 10-point victory 
over North Miami last week. The Squires 
had a 2-9 record last year that included a 
home loss to the Tigers in a rout 42-14.

Manchester breaks in a new head coach 
and quarterback this season, hiring Eddie 
Fields, who has had stops in the Fort Wayne 
area, including at Manchester University.

Though Manchester is more of a ground-
and-pound team, new quarterback Logan 
Eastgate, a junior, completed 8-10 passes for 
146 yards and two touchdowns.

On the ground, four rushers had at least 
seven attempts. The best of the bunch was 
Reiss Gaerte, with 14 carries, 134 yards (9.6 
average), and a score.

It will likely be more of the same from 
the Squires this Friday, but if Bluffton gets 
an early lead; I expect Fields to call for plays 
in the air more often. The Tigers could take 
that opportunity to pounce, as Eastgate hasn’t 
needed to throw consistently yet in his career.

Southern Wells
I’ll keep saying it like a broken record 

without hesitation: the Raiders won a foot-
ball game last week.

That was week one, and there are still 
nine more games to go. So here we are with 
a tough road game against Madison-Grant 
(8-3 last year).

The Argyll pounded the Raiders 46-8 in 
2022 but graduated their leading rusher.

The game plan is simple: stop the run. 
According to the only five games docu-
mented on MaxPreps, Madison-Grant threw 
the ball 0 times last year.

The game last week has no stats that I 
could find, but Madison-Grant got a 58-27 
win over Tri-Central.

The Argylls are led by Maverick Mill-

er, who was their top 
returning back with 11.7 
per carry last year (in the 
five games document-
ed).

Southern Wells also 
did not throw the ball 
with just one attempt 
last week in the 29-26 
win at Elwood.

Head coach Jeff Sprun-
ger’s plan was to run with 
multiple players in the 
Wing-T offense, but Bryar 
Gearheart was the main hero. The senior led 
with over 100 yards on the ground, and one 
of his three touchdowns came late with 5:55 
remaining to seal the victory.

Case Boxell contributed 87 yards rush-
ing, and the combination of Tucker Worster, 
Trey Slusher, and Owen King got time, too.

It’ll be a tall task, but with the win last 
week, these boys are playing some inspired 
football.

Norwell
If you told me that the county went 2-1 

last week, Norwell would have been my last 
pick for the one loss.

I was at the home opener for the Knights, 
and I still can’t believe how quickly the 
game turned after a 64-yard pick-six by 
Mississinewa.

Norwell played bully ball early, as newly 
named starting quarterback Drew Graft 
crafted a great first drive with a little bit of 
everything for a touchdown.

Still with a marginal 14-7 lead at the 
half, I was convinced of a win, but the Indi-
ans played spoiler and converted just about 
every single situational third and fourth 
down on offense.

Unfortunately for Norwell, it doesn’t 
get much easier as the Knights will meet 
with Delta on its home turf in week two. 
The Eagles got some receiving votes in the 
first AP Poll on Tuesday, while Norwell 
did not.

The Eagles defeated Muncie Central 
35-14 last week behind a four-touchdown 
game from running back Nolan Carpenter.

The Eagles can sling it, too, with Bron-
son Edwards, who tossed 185 yards and a 
score.

In Graft’s debut behind center, he was 
able to make plays as a true dual-threat 
quarterback. He didn’t overdo it running 
the ball, had a nice balance through the air, 
and utilized his skills well with 157 passing 
yards and two touchdowns.

Trey Bodenheimer was the beneficiary of 
that, catching four passes and gaining 107 
yards.

What I’m looking for in the Knights in 
week two is a bounce-back in all phases on 
both sides of the ball.

Can the young offensive line help Norwell 
run the ball more effectively? Timothy Bon-
jour went for 23-80 last week, but with more 
lanes to run through his breakout speed.

To me, this is a perfect game for Norwell 
to get right with and gain some confidence 
opening conference play with a title con-
tender, Leo, coming into Ossian.

sports@news-banner.com

Week 2 preview: Tigers 
& Raiders seek win No. 2; 
can Knights bounce back?

Bluffton running back Cooper Craig powers his way toward the end zone during the second half 
of Friday night’s game against Northfield. The Tigers kicked off the season with a 47-6 victory 
over the Noresmen. (Photo by Chad Kline)

By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Football Writer

The Atlantic Coast Conference is mak-
ing progress toward an expansion that could 
grab Stanford and California from the sink-
ing Pac-12, a 
pe r son  w i th 
direct knowl-
edge of  the 
ACC’s potential 
move told The 
Associated Press 
on Wednesday.

The person 
spoke on condi-
tion of anonym-
ity because the conference was not making 
its internal discussions public.

“It’s gaining momentum,” the person 
said about the possibility of expansion being 
approved.

Two weeks ago, the ACC got so far as 
to gather its entire board of university lead-
ers twice in three days to consider adding 
Stanford, Cal and possibly SMU, the Dal-
las-based American Athletic Conference 
school. They never took an official vote, 
knowing they would not have had the nec-
essary 12 of 15 votes for expansion to be 
approved.

How new revenue generated by adding 
members to the conference would be dis-
tributed has been a sticking point for several 
schools, among them Florida State, Clem-
son and North Carolina.

But expansion was never a dead issue.
The person said Commissioner Jim Phil-

lips has continued to work on a revenue 
distribution model that would direct a large 
portion of the money ESPN would pay the 
conference to cover three new members 
to a pool that pays out performance-based 
bonuses.

The person said the league was trying to 
arrange a meeting of its athletic directors for 
Thursday, but there was no meeting of the 
full board of presidents and chancellors yet 
scheduled.

ACC lead-
ers earlier this 
year agreed to a 
“ success incen-
tive initiative” 
that would allow 
schools to earn 
more  money 
generated from 
their own post-
season perfor-

mances. Media rights revenue is shared 
equally in the ACC, but expansion could 
force a shift in that philosophy.

Schools joining a new conference often 
receive reduced shares of revenue. Stanford 
last week informed Pac-12 partners Oregon 
State and Washington State that it had told 
the ACC it was open to join for a drastically 
reduced share or even no media rights rev-
enue for several years.

T he Pac-12 has been stripped of eight 
members, who have already announced 
they will join either the Big Ten or Big 12 in 
August 2024.

That has left Stanford and Cal desperate 
to find a another power conference home. 
The westernmost ACC school is Notre 
Dame in South Bend, Indiana, though the 
Fighting Irish remain a football independent 
that plays a limited number of ACC oppo-
nents each season.

The westernmost football member of the 
ACC is Louisville, 2,300 miles from the 
Bay Area in California. Most ACC schools 
are located on the East Coast.

ESPN first reported the ACC was ramp-
ing up its expansion conversations.

By LARRY LAGE 
AP Sports Writer

DETROIT (AP) — Yan Gomes hit a tie-
breaking, two-out single in the eighth inning 
and the playoff-contending Chicago Cubs 
beat the Detroit Tigers 
6-4 on Wednesday.

Detroit’s Kerry Car-
penter hit a grand slam 
in the sixth inning off 
Jameson Taillon that 
tied the game at 4-all, 
but his teammates 
didn’t do much else at 
the plate.

The Cubs have 
won 24 of their last 34 
games and took two of 
three from the Tigers, 
improving to 9-1-1 in 
their last 11 series.

Chicago currently 
holds the second NL wild-card spot in what 
looks like a six-team race for three spots, 
and is trying to challenge NL Central-lead-
ing Milwaukee and stay ahead of division 
rival Cincinnati.

“We’ve got a little over a month left of 
the season, and we get to play a lot of those 
teams that are around us and ahead of us,” 
Cubs manager David Ross said. “This is 
what you sign up for. This is what I signed 
up for. This team has done a nice job of 
being really resilient in tough times and con-
tinuing to push through.”

Julian Merryweather (5-1) struck out 
three in 1 1/3 innings. Adbert Alzolay 
pitched the ninth, striking out Jake Rog-
ers with runners on second and third for his 
19th save — converting on his 15th straight 
opportunity.

In the eighth, Ian Happ had a one-out 
infield hit against Beau Brieske (0-2), who 
walked Seiya Suzuki with two outs and then 
yielded Gomes’ single to left.

Nico Hoerner’s sacrifice fly in the ninth 
gave the Cubs a two-run cushion.

Chicago led 4-0 through four innings, 
scoring each run with two-out hits.

The Cubs went ahead 1-0 in the second 
when former Tigers infielder Jeimer Cande-
lario hit his 37th double of the season.

Cody Bellinger’s two-run single in the 
third and Nick Madrigal’s RBI single gave 
Chicago a four-run cushion that seemed 
comfortable with the way Taillon was pitch-
ing. The right-hander didn’t give up a hit 

through five innings, 
getting some help 
from Bellinger track-
ing down drives to the 
warning track in center.

Andy Ibanez, who 
hit two homers for 
Detroit in Tuesday’s 
win, broke through with 
a leadoff single in the 
sixth on an 0-2 fastball 
over the middle of the 
plate.

Jake Rogers and Akil 
Baddo followed with 
singles to load the bases, 
and Carpenter cleared 

them with two outs. His grand slam to right-
center was his 20th homer of the season.

“We did come alive in the sixth and had 
really good at-bats, but we didn’t really see 
(Taillon) well early,” Tigers manager A.J. 
Hinch said.

Taillon gave up four runs on four hits 
and a walk while striking out six over 5 2/3 
innings.

“I just need to make one more pitch, and 
I wasn’t quite able to do that,” he said.

Michael Rucker replaced Taillon and 
combined with Merryweather and Alzolay 
for 3 1/3 innings of scoreless relief.

HE SAID IT
The rebuilding Tigers fell to 58-69, but 

players such as Carpenter and Spencer 
Torkelson, who has 23 homers, are generat-
ing some hope for the franchise’s future.

“That’s a better team than their record 
over there, with all those young guys swing-
ing it well,” Ross said. “The heart of their 
order is really deep and young and talented.”

UP NEXT
Cubs: LHP Justin Steele (14-3, 2.80 

ERA) is expected to start Thursday’s series 
opener at Pittsburgh.

Tigers: Following a day off, Detroit RHP 
Matt Manning (5-4, 4.31) is scheduled to 
start Friday night against visiting Houston.

Yan Gomes’ single breaks a late  
tie as the Cubs defeat the Tigers

ACC progressing toward the 
west with Stanford, Cal, SMU 

Ryan    
Walker
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 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
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 FREE
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RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

WALKWAY
AREA LIGHTING

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS
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SPOTLIGHTS & 
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 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

Looking for New Tires for Your Ride?
  WE HAVE ALL THE MAJOR BRANDS

See Us for All
Makes and Models of

1791 North Main • Bluff ton • 260.824.1931
www.hidaychryslerdodgejeep.com

HIDAY CHRYSLER

FOOTBALL
High School

6A
   Rcd TP
1. Indpls Ben Davis  1-0 292
2. Indpls Cathedral  1-0 274
3. Center Grove   0-1 258
4. Hamilton Southeastern 1-0 248
5. Brownsburg   1-0 216
6. Westfield   1-0 160
7. Carmel   1-0 124
8. Fishers   1-0 98
9. Penn   1-0 82
10. Crown Point   1-0 46
Others receiving votes: Carroll (Fort 

Wayne) 36. Homestead 14. Lawrence 
Central 10. Warsaw 8. Lawrence North 
2. Noblesville 2.

5A
   Rcd TP
1. Ft. Wayne Snider  1-0 326
2. Whiteland   1-0 306
3. Merrillville   1-0 268
4. Bloomington South  1-0 236
5. Mishawaka   1-0 196
6. Lafayette Harrison  1-0 158
7. Valparaiso   0-1 136
8. Decatur Central  1-0 108
9. Bloomington North  1-0 58
10. Concord   1-0 44
Others receiving votes: Franklin 

38. Plainfield 38. Ev. North 34. Ft. 
Wayne North 26. LaPorte 4. Ft. Wayne 
Dwenger 2. Castle 2.

4A
   Rcd TP
1. E. Central   1-0 350
2. Indpls Roncalli   1-0 316
3. Ev. Reitz   1-0 262
4. NorthWood   1-0 222
5. Kokomo   1-0 184
6. New Palestine   0-1 170
7. Ev. Memorial   1-0 122
8. Northridge   1-0 86
9. Columbia City   1-0 72
10. Greenfield   1-0 46
Others receiving votes: Hobart 38. 

Indpls Brebeuf 34. New Prairie 24. Leo 
14. Martinsville 14. E. Noble 8. Missis-
sinewa 6. Mooresville 6. Northview 6.

3A
   Rcd TP
1. Indpls Chatard   1-0 360
2. Guerin Catholic  1-0 274
3. Tri-West   1-0 228
4. Western Boone  1-0 168
5. Lawrenceburg   0-1 152
6. W. Lafayette   0-1 144
7. Hanover Central  1-0 142
8. Heritage Hills   1-0 124
9. Gibson Southern  0-1 116
10. Oak Hill   1-0 94
Others receiving votes: Yorktown 

58. Danville 30. Owen Valley 24. Peru 
14. Monrovia 14. Southridge 12. Delta 
8. Charlestown 8. Knox 8. Fairfield 2.

2A
   Rcd TP
1. Ev. Mater Dei   1-0 340
2. Triton Central   1-0 288
3. Lafayette Catholic  1-0 224
4. Linton   1-0 220
5. Indpls Scecina   1-0 206
6. Eastbrook   1-0 184
7. Brownstown   1-0 110
8. Andrean   0-1 104
9. LaVille   1-0 70
10. Ft. Wayne Luers  0-1 58
Others receiving votes: Rochester 

46. Heritage Christian 44. N. Posey 
36. Bluffton 26. Eastside 16. S. Ver-
million 6. Sullivan 2.

1A
Rcd TP
1. Indpls Lutheran  1-0 340
2. Adams Central  1-0 306
3. N. Judson   1-0 250
4. N. Decatur   1-0 216
5. Carroll (Flora)   1-0 180
6. S. Putnam   1-0 150
7. Providence   1-0 104
8. S. Adams   1-0 102
9. Indpls Park Tudor  1-0 90
10. Sheridan   0-1 52
Others receiving votes: Triton 30. Tri 

26. W. Washington 8. Pioneer 6. Madi-
son-Grant 6. Covenant Christian 4.

BASKETBALL
WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB

x-New York 25 7 .781 —
x-Connecticut 23 10 .697 2½
Atlanta 16 17 .485 9½
Washington 15 18 .455 10½
Chicago 13 20 .394 12½
Indiana 9 24 .273 16½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB

x-Las Vegas 29 4 .879 —
Dallas 18 15 .545 11
Minnesota 16 17 .485 13

Los Angeles 13 18 .419 15
Seattle 10 23 .303 19
Phoenix 9 23 .281 19½
x-clinched playoff spot

Tuesday’s Games
Las Vegas 112, Atlanta 100
Connecticut 68, Washington 64
Chicago 102, Seattle 79
Minnesota 91, Dallas 86

Wednesday’s Games
Phoenix at Los Angeles, late

Thursday’s Games
New York at Connecticut, 7 p.m.
Seattle at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Las Vegas at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at Dallas, 8 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Los Angeles at Atlanta, 8 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Las Vegas at Washington, 7 p.m.
New York at Minnesota, 8 p.m.

BASEBALL
American League

East Division
 W L Pct GB

Baltimore 78 48 .619 _
Tampa Bay 77 51 .602 2
Toronto 70 57 .551 8½
Boston 66 60 .524 12
New York 61 65 .484 17

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Minnesota 65 62 .512 _
Cleveland 60 66 .476 4½
Detroit 58 69 .457 7
Chicago 50 77 .394 15
Kansas City 41 88 .318 25

West Division
 W L Pct GB

Texas 72 54 .571 _
Houston 72 55 .567 ½
Seattle 71 56 .559 1½
Los Angeles 61 66 .480 11½
Oakland 36 91 .283 36½

Tuesday’s Games
Tampa Bay 12, Colorado 4
Detroit 8, Chicago Cubs 6
Washington 2, N.Y. Yankees 1
Cleveland 8, L.A. Dodgers 3
Toronto 6, Baltimore 3, 10 innings
Milwaukee 7, Minnesota 3
Houston 7, Boston 3
Seattle 6, Chicago White Sox 3
Cincinnati 4, L.A. Angels 3
Oakland 5, Kansas City 4
Arizona 6, Texas 3

Wednesday’s Games
Chicago Cubs 6, Detroit 4
Chicago White Sox 5, Seattle 4, 10 

innings
Milwaukee 8, Minnesota 7, 10 

innings
Kansas City 4, Oakland 0
Cincinnati 9, L.A. Angels 4, 1st 

game
Tampa Bay 6, Colorado 5, 10 

innings
N.Y. Yankees 9, Washington 1
Baltimore 7, Toronto 0
Boston at Houston, late
Cincinnati at L.A. Angels, late
L.A. Dodgers at Cleveland, late

Thursday’s Games
L.A. Dodgers (Kershaw 11-4) at 

Cleveland (Curry 3-1), 12:10 p.m., 
1st game

Washington (Corbin 8-11) at N.Y. 
Yankees (TBD), 1:05 p.m.

Colorado (Lambert 3-4) at Tampa 
Bay (TBD), 1:10 p.m.

Boston (Bello 9-7) at Houston 
(France 9-4), 2:10 p.m.

L.A. Dodgers (Pepiot 0-0) at Cleve-
land (Williams 1-4), 3:10 p.m., 2nd 
game

Toronto (Berríos 9-8) at Baltimore 
(TBD), 7:05 p.m.

Texas (Heaney 9-6) at Minnesota 
(López 9-6), 7:10 p.m.

Oakland (Waldichuk 2-7) at Chicago 
White Sox (Scholtens 1-6), 8:10 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Houston at Detroit, 6:40 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Tampa Bay, 6:40 

p.m.
Colorado at Baltimore, 7:05 p.m.
Cleveland at Toronto, 7:07 p.m.
L.A. Angels at N.Y. Mets, 7:10 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at Boston, 7:10 p.m.
Oakland at Chicago White Sox, 

7:10 p.m.
Texas at Minnesota, 8:10 p.m.
Kansas City at Seattle, 10:10 p.m.

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 82 44 .651 _
Philadelphia 69 58 .543 13½
Miami 65 63 .508 18
New York 59 69 .461 24
Washington 58 69 .457 24½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 70 57 .551 _

Chicago 66 60 .524 3½
Cincinnati 66 61 .520 4
Pittsburgh 57 70 .449 13
St. Louis 56 72 .438 14½

West Division
 W L Pct GB

Los Angeles 76 48 .613 _
Arizona 66 61 .520 11½
San Francisco 66 61 .520 11½
San Diego 61 67 .477 17
Colorado 48 78 .381 29

Tuesday’s Games
Tampa Bay 12, Colorado 4
Detroit 8, Chicago Cubs 6
Philadelphia 4, San Francisco 3
Washington 2, N.Y. Yankees 1
Pittsburgh 6, St. Louis 3
Cleveland 8, L.A. Dodgers 3
Atlanta 3, N.Y. Mets 2
Milwaukee 7, Minnesota 3
Cincinnati 4, L.A. Angels 3
Miami 3, San Diego 0
Arizona 6, Texas 3

Wednesday’s Games
St. Louis 6, Pittsburgh 4
Chicago Cubs 6, Detroit 4
Milwaukee 8, Minnesota 7, 10 

innings
San Diego 4, Miami 0
Cincinnati 9, L.A. Angels 4, 1st game
San Francisco 8, Philadelphia 6, 10 

innings
Tampa Bay 6, Colorado 5, 10 innings
N.Y. Yankees 9, Washington 1
Atlanta 7, N.Y. Mets 0
Cincinnati at L.A. Angels, 2nd game 

late
L.A. Dodgers at Cleveland, late

Thursday’s Games
L.A. Dodgers (Kershaw 11-4) at 

Cleveland (Curry 3-1), 12:10 p.m., 
1st game

Washington (Corbin 8-11) at N.Y. 
Yankees (TBD), 1:05 p.m.

Colorado (Lambert 3-4) at Tampa 
Bay (TBD), 1:10 p.m.

L.A. Dodgers (Pepiot 0-0) at Cleve-
land (Williams 1-4), 3:10 p.m., 2nd 
game

Chicago Cubs (Steele 14-3) at Pitts-
burgh (TBD), 7:05 p.m.

Cincinnati (Williamson 4-3) at Ari-
zona (Kelly 10-5), 9:40 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Washington at Miami, 6:40 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Pittsburgh, 7:05 

p.m.
Colorado at Baltimore, 7:05 p.m.
St. Louis at Philadelphia, 7:05 p.m.
L.A. Angels at N.Y. Mets, 7:10 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at Boston, 7:10 p.m.
San Diego at Milwaukee, 8:10 p.m.
Cincinnati at Arizona, 9:40 p.m.
Atlanta at San Francisco, 10:15 p.m.

Midwest League
Wednesday’s Games

Fort Wayne 6, Great Lakes 3
Thursday’s Games

Fort Wayne at Great Lakes, 7:05 
p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
Wednesday’s Transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Rein-

stated RHP Austin Voth from the 60-dy 
IL. Optioned RHP Mike Baumann to 
Norfolk (IL). Transferred LHP Keegan 
Akin from the 15-day IL to the 60-day 
IL. Optioned RHP Mike Baumann to 
Norfolk.

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Optioned 
INF Zach Remillard to Charlotte (IL). 
Designated RHP Brent Honeywell 
for assignment. Recalled RHP Edgar 
Navarro and LHP Sammy Peralto from 
Charlotte. Activated SS Tim Anderson.

CLEVELAND GUARDIANS — 
Agreed to terms with LHP Daniel Norris 
on a minor league contract.

DETROIT TIGERS — Optioned RHP 
Spencer Turnbull to Toledo (IL).

HOUSTON ASTROS — Reinstated 
1B Jose Abreau from the 10-day IL. 
Optioned INF David Hensley to Sugar 
Land (IL).

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Recalled 
LHP Kenny Rosenberg from Salt Lake 
(PCL).

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Trans-
ferred LHP Richard Lovelady from the 
15-day IL to the 60-day IL. Optioned 
LHP Hogan Harris to Las Vegas (PCL). 
Selected the contract of LHP Sean 
Newcomb from Las Vegas.

National League
CINCINNATI REDS — Recalled RHP 

Lyon Richardson from Louisville (IL).
FOOTBALL

National Football League
DETROIT LIONS — Waived D 

Saivion Smith from injured reserve with 
a settlement.

News-Banner Scoreboard

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Former South-
ern California running back Reggie Bush 
plans to file a defamation lawsuit against the 
NCAA over a statement made by college 
sports’ governing body about the reasoning 
for its decision not to restore the Heisman 
Trophy winner’s records.

Bush and his attorneys at McCathern 
PLLC announced the lawsuit Wednesday 
in the rented President’s Suite atop the 
Coliseum, the Trojans’ home for the past 
100 years. The Peristyle end of the vener-
able stadium features large banners honor-
ing all of USC’s eight Heisman winners 
except current quarterback Caleb Williams 
and Bush, who is hoping to clear up his 
current murky status in college football 
history.

Bush is filing the suit as part of his 
quest to reclaim the Heisman he volun-
tarily returned in 2010 after the school was 
hit with heavy NCAA sanctions related to 
improper financial benefits he received dur-
ing his playing career.

“I’ve got dreams of coming back in this 
stadium and running out of that tunnel with 
the football team,” Bush said. “I’ve got 
dreams of walking back in here and seeing 
my jersey and my banner right down there 
next to the rest of the Heisman Trophy win-
ners. But I can’t rightfully do that without 
my Heisman Trophy.”

Bush is suing over a statement issued 
in July 2021 describing the star’s playing 
career at USC as a “pay-for-play” arrange-
ment. The NCAA used the phrase while 
detailing why it wouldn’t restore the records 
of Bush’s playing career, which the Heis-
man Trust has cited as the next step in 
returning Bush’s trophy.

“The NCAA’s statement is completely 
false and highly offensive,” a statement 
from Bush’s lawyers read. “The NCAA 
knew Mr. Bush was never even accused of, 
involved in, much less sanctioned for any 
‘pay–for–play arrangement’ which never 
occurred.”

The NCAA didn’t immediately respond 
to Bush’s lawsuit.

“Pay-for-play” typically refers to a dif-
ferent type of improper benefit arrangement 
than the one which the NCAA cited in lev-
eling USC’s sanctions. The NCAA claimed 
Bush accepted extra benefits from people 
not affiliated with USC who hoped to cash 
in on Bush’s professional career as agents 
or sports marketers. Bush played 11 seasons 
with five NFL teams after New Orleans 
chose him with the second overall pick in 
2006.

“Not only is it not true, but there is no 
evidence to even support that claim,” Bush 
said. “It wasn’t even part of the initial 
NCAA investigation, so this is a new accu-
sation as far as I’m concerned. That’s what 
this lawsuit is about. It’s about truth, get-
ting the facts out and holding the NCAA 
accountable, which I think is maybe the first 
time in my memory that this has happened, 
someone holding them accountable for their 
actions and what they’ve done in regards to 
me and other players as well.”

Two years ago, after NCAA athletes 
were given the right to profit off their name, 
image and likeness rights, the Heisman 
Trust issued a statement saying it would 
look “forward to welcoming (Bush) back to 
the Heisman family” if the NCAA formally 
restored its recognition of Bush’s accom-
plishments. The NCAA subsequently issued 
the statement that sparked Bush’s lawsuit.

The NCAA’s sanctions against USC 
included a two-year bowl ban, 14 vacated 
victories and severe scholarship restrictions. 
Bush also was required to “disassociate” 
from USC for 10 years.

That ban ended in 2020, and USC has 
already welcomed back one of the greatest 
running backs in school history. Bush wants 
to take the next step in restoring the luster 
to one of the greatest careers in college foot-
ball history.

“When the (new) NIL (rules) came out, 
I thought that I would at least be able to 
get my Heisman Trophy back, at least have 
those things restored to me,” Bush said. 
“That was a horrible feeling, and it’s some-
thing that still sticks out in my mind.”

NASCAR CUP SERIES
Coke Zero Sugar 400

Site: Daytona Beach, Florida.
Schedule: Friday, qualifying, 5:05 p.m.; Saturday, race, 7 

p.m. (NBC).
Track: Daytona International Speedway.
Last race: William Byron led 66 of the 90 laps, includ-

ing the last 33, at Watkins Glen to win his series-best fifth 
race of the season.

Next race: Sept. 3, Darlington, South Carolina.
NASCAR XFINITY SERIES

Wawa 250 Powered by Coca-Cola
Site: Daytona Beach, Florida.
Schedule: Friday, qualifying, 3 p.m., and race, 7:30 p.m. 

(USA).
Last race: Sam Mayer spun race leader and archrival Ty 

Gibbs following a late restart at Watkins Glen and won for 
the second time in four weeks.

Next race: Sept. 2, Darlington, South Carolina.
NASCAR TRUCK SERIES

Clean Harbors 175
Site: West Allis, Wisconsin.
Schedule: Saturday, practice, 2 p.m.; Sunday, qualifying, 

11:30 a.m., and race, 4 p.m. (FS1).
Last race: Ty Majeski led 179 of 200 laps at Indianapolis 

in the first race of the playoffs to guarantee himself a spot in 
the next round.

Next race: Sept. 8, Kansas City, Kansas.
FORMULA ONE
Dutch Grand Prix

Site: Zandvoort, The Netherlands.
Schedule: Friday, practice, 6:30 a.m. and 10 a.m.; Satur-

day, practice, 5:30 a.m. and qualifying, 9 a.m.; Sunday, race, 
9 a.m. (ESPN).

Next race: Sept. 3, Monza, Italy.
INDYCAR

Bommarito Auto Group 500
Schedule: Saturday, practice, 11 a.m., qualifying, 2 p.m., 

high line practice, 5 p.m., final practice, 5:45 p.m.; Sunday, 
race, 3:30 p.m. (NBC).

Next race: Sept. 3, Portland, Oregon.
NHRA DRAG RACING

Last event: Antron Brown won in Top Fuel and Ron 
Capps won in Funny car in Minnesota.

Next event: Aug. 30-Sept. 4, Indianapolis, Indiana.
WORLD OF OUTLAWS

Next events: Aug. 25, Grand Forks, North Dakota, and 
Aug. 26, West Fargo, North Dakota.

By WES CROSBY 
Associated Press

PITTSBURGH (AP) 
— Richie Palacios had a 
career-best three hits and 
drove in two runs, and the 
St. Louis Cardinals beat the 
Pittsburgh Pirates 6-4 on 
Wednesday to avoid a three-
game sweep.

Palacios capped a three-
run first inning with a two-run 
double, singled in his next 
two at-bats and walked in the 
ninth. The 26-year-old had his 
first three-hit performance in 
61 major league games.

The last-place Cardinals 
had lost six of seven and 
were outscored 17-4 in the 
first two games of the series.

JoJo Romero struck out 
three in the final two innings 
for his third save, allowing an 
RBI double from Connor Joe 
with two outs in the ninth.

Pirates starter Luis 
Ortiz (2-4) lasted just 3 1/3 
innings, surrendering five 
runs on seven hits and five 
walks.

The Cardinals went 
ahead 3-0 in the first thanks 
to three hits and three walks. 

Alec Burleson got on with 
a bunt single and scored on 
Paul Goldschmidt’s single 
to right-center. After Nolan 
Arenado and Willson Con-
treras walked, Palacios dou-
bled to right.

Arenado put St. Louis up 
5-0 with a two-run double to 
left after Ortiz walked two 
more in the second.

Thompson hit Joe with 
the bases loaded in the third, 
cutting the lead to four runs.

Ke’Bryan Hayes made it 
5-2 with a solo homer in the 
fifth.

Former USC star Reggie Bush 
plans lawsuit against NCAA

Palacios has 3 hits as Cardinals 
beat Pirates to avoid a sweep

By PAULA PASCHE 
Associated Press

ALLEN PARK, Mich. (AP) — The 
Detroit Lions are counting on running backs 
David Montgomery, in his fifth season, and 
rookie Jahmyr Gibbs to give them a strong 
running game for the second straight season.

Neither played in last week’s preseason 
loss to the Jaguars and they likely won’t see 
action in the preseason finale on Friday at 
Carolina. The pair flashed during training 
camp which wrapped up on Wednesday at 
the Lions practice facility.

“Seeing those guys in the explosive 
runs really takes your eyes back to what 
we’ve been focusing on in our room for a 
long time is our O-line. They were fantas-
tic, some of those holes I think I could’ve 
gotten through,” assistant head coach Scot-
tie Montgomery said on Wednesday. “Col-
lectively, what I did like to see from those 
guys is what we did on the second level, 
our O-line is getting us to the second level, 
sometimes even to the third level.”

Gibbs, drafted 12th overall, has been a 
good fit from the get-go.

“We kind of opened it up, we said we 
were going to slowly give it to him at the 
beginning, then we just kind of threw it all 
at him,” Scottie Montgomery said. “Physi-
cally he’s been on point. He’s quick, he’s 
fast, he sets blocks.”

The Lions ranked 11th in the NFL with 
2,179 rushing yards in 2022 with RBs 
Jamaal Williams and D’Andre Swift who 
are no longer with the team. It was the 
team’s best team rushing production since 
1997 when the Lions ranked second with 

2,464 yards — 2,053 of those from Hall of 
Famer Barry Sanders.

Expectations are high.
“I think it’s going to be lethal, I think it’s 

going to be real deadly,” Montgomery said 
of his pairing with Gibbs. “Jah does some 
special things and I think I can do a lot of 
special things too. It’ll be fun to be able to 
get behind those guys up front, the way the 
wide receivers block too.”

During an intersquad full contact scrim-
mage on Tuesday, Gibbs’ scampered nearly 
30 yards for a touchdown and Montgomery 
scored from 1 yard out.

“I know me, I like getting hit so I’ve got to 
get out there and make sure I get hit every now 
and then so I get my pads loose so I can be ready 
to run into somebody,” said David Montgomery 
who played for the Bears the past four years.

He calls the adjustment “pretty smooth.”
“I mean every day he gets more and 

more comfortable with what we’re doing 
and look, it’s a long year too. You can try to 
do everything you can possibly do to be like 
you’re going to be ready for Week 1 — and 
you are and we are, but God dang, man, it’s 
a long season,” coach Dan Campbell said.

Scottie Montgomery credits the veteran 
running back in the development of Gibbs.

“The level of professionalism you learn 
not from coaches, you learn from your 
peers. That’s what you do,” Montgomery 
said. “When I came in as a rookie, I had 
great guys around me, this is the standard, 
the standard is set. if you get off the standard 
you’re not worried about your coach saying 
something you’re worried about the rest of 
the room saying something.”

Lions hoping Montgomery, 
Gibbs can keep running game 
going in a positive direction
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Jealousy within the home
Dear Annie: My father-in-law has 

been living with us for the past two 
years, as he is in the process of buying 
a new house. The housing market has 
been tough, and it’s taken longer than 
expected. What was at first going to 
be a six-month stay has extended well 
beyond. 

My father-in-law pays no expenses 
and instead continues to save money 
from two retirements. Is it wrong for us 
to have the conversation about helping 
with expenses now? The cost of every-
thing has gone up, and it feels like a 
child staying with us. He is helpful with 
household chores and handyman work, 
but that doesn’t negate the expenses we 
are continuing to incur with a third per-
son in our household. I am very frus-
trated at this point with the entire situa-
tion. Any advice would be most helpful. 
— FIL as Roommate

Dear FIL as Roommate: It’s your 
house. Of course it is within your rights 
to have a conversation with your father-
in-law regarding his stay. I would ask 
him what his timeline is for finding a 
new place and explain to him that the 
cost of housing a third person is con-
tinuing to rise. It is perfectly reason-
able and expected for him to contribute 
to the household in some capacity — 
whether it’s buying groceries, paying 
rent or taking on more household work. 

Consult with your spouse before 
having this conversation to make sure 
you are both on the same page in terms 
of what you are asking for and how to 
best communicate with him.

Dear Annie: I have been with my 
partner for nearly three years. He is a 
loving, caring man. He came out of a 
30-year marriage and is separated but 
not divorced yet, which is bothering 
me, even though I know he doesn’t 
want to go back to his ex. 

Anyway, he has two kids living with 
him: his 23-year-old daughter and her 
boyfriend, who is 26, and his 22-year-
old son and his girlfriend, who is 19. 
His son is lazy and doesn’t do anything. 
I’ve mentioned this to my partner many 
times, and he says, “Leave it to me, I’ll 

talk to him” but 
then never does. 
His daughter is 
nice and help-
ful, but she is too 
attached to her 
dad. They sit 
down and watch 
shows together 
while I am in the 
kitchen making 
dinner for every-
one or doing my 
own stuff. If I say 
anything, he just 
says, “Why are 
you jealous?” 

He says in a few years we should sell 
the house and get something smaller, 
but his daughter and her boyfriend want 
to come, too. I don’t know what to do. 
I love him, and he looks after me very 
well, but my jealousy of his relationship 
with his daughter is really getting to 
me. Am I in the wrong here? — Daugh-
ter Difficulty

Dear Daughter Difficulty: If any-
thing, you should feel proud of the fact 
that your partner is so close with his 
children — not threatened. I would 
seek the help of a therapist to get the 
bottom of why you feel so envious of 
your partner’s daughter. Perhaps you 
feel you are not getting enough quality 
time with him one-on-one. Or maybe it 
brings up unresolved emotions that you 
have toward your own parents. What-
ever it is, it’s important to identify why 
his relationship with his kids is such a 
trigger for you so that you can be the 
best partner and stepparent that you 
possibly can. 

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, commu-
nication and reconciliation — is avail-
able as a paperback and e-book. Visit 
http://www.creatorspublishing.com for 
more information. Send your questions 
for Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.
com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS

Often our self-esteem 
is tied to our work

TV & Entertainment Weekly | August 19 - 25, 2023 14 | Thursday prime time

08/24 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
3D Woman Julie & 

Friends 
Movie Movie to be disclosed. TCT Today Newsw-

atch 
Perry 
Stone 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Rabbi 
Lapin 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune 

Jeopardy! Young 
Sheldon 

Ghosts Big Brother (L) (N) The Challenge: USA (N) Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert 

(:35) James 
Corden 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Chicago P.D. "Chin 
Check" 

Chicago P.D. "Now Is 
Always Temporary" 

Chicago P.D. "Thirty 
Balloons" 

Chicago P.D.
"Conventions" 

Chicago P.D. "The Price 
We Pay" 

Chicago P.D. "Different 
Mistakes" 

Chicago P.D. "A 
Material Witness" 

Chicago P.D. "At Least 
It's Justice" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Generation Gap Jimmy Kimmel Live!
George Clooney 

Shark Tank ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Pictionary 25 Words 

or Less 
News (N) NBC News

(N) 
Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Password Law & Order: SVU "The 
Steps We Cannot Take" 

Law & Order "Land of 
Opportunity" 

News (N) (:35) The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon 

(:35) Seth 
Meyers 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

21Alive 
News at 6 

Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Dateline Chicago P.D. Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
S. Wilkos "Who Broke 
This Baby's Bones?" 

Judge Lake Judge Lake Divorce 
Court 

Divorce 
Court 

Fight to Survive (N) FBoy Island (N) The 
Liquidator 

Chicago P.D. "Home" Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Icon: Music Through 
the Lens "On the Wall" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Arts In 
Focus 

John Farnham + O.N.J.: FFA Johnny Cash: Man in Black -- Live 
in Denmark 1971 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

This Old 
House 

Ask This 
Old House 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Icon: Music Through 
the Lens "On the Wall" 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Now 
Entering 

History 
Dear 

Grantchester on 
Masterpiece 

The Seaside Hotel "No 
Germans Here" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

This Old 
House 

Ask This 
Old House 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6 Big Bang Big Bang I Can See Your Voice Name That Tune FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "In Plane Sight" Castle "Dead From New 

York" 
Castle "Hollander's 
Woods" 

Castle "XY" Castle "XX" (:05) Castle "PhDead" (:05) Castle "What Lies 
Beneath" 

Castle "XY"

FX  24 132 136 148 Movie <++ Fantastic Four: Rise of the Silver Surfer <+++ Captain America: The First Avenger Chris Evans. What We .. What We .. What We .. <++ The Wolverine Hugh Jackman. 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Griffith Griffith Griffith Griffith Everybody 

Raymond 
Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Mod Fam
"Lake Life"

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Botched "A Scar is 
Born" (N) 

E! News
(N) 

<++ The Change-Up (‘11) Jason 
Bateman, Leslie Mann, Ryan Reynolds. 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ Air Force One (1997, Thriller) Gary Oldman, Glenn Close, Harrison 
Ford. 

<+++ Apollo 13 (1995, History) Bill Paxton, 
Kevin Bacon, Tom Hanks. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) 2023 Little League Baseball World Series Teams 

TBA From Williamsport, Pa. (L) (N) 
Football (L) 
(N) 

The Herbies Preseason 
Special (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) Daily Wager (L) (N) 30 for 30 The U: Part 2 UFC Top 10 UFC UFC Main Events Football The Herbies Special (N) Prefight 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line The Rally (N) In the 

Spotlight 
Focused Poker WPT Cash Game 

No Limit Holdem - Part 4
Tennis Classics 2022: Rafael Nadal vs. Nick Kyrgios ATP Indian Wells, 
Quarterfinals. 

Poker WPT Cash Game 
No Limit Holdem - Part 4 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: SVU 
"Hardwired" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Anchor" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Shadow" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Savior" 

<++ Transformers: The Last Knight (2017, Action) Anthony Hopkins, Josh Duhamel,
Mark Wahlberg. 

Law & 
Order: SVU 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Naked and Afraid Naked and Afraid Naked and Afraid Naked and Afraid Naked and Afraid Naked and Afraid Naked and Afraid Naked and Afraid 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Untold Stories of ER Stories ER "End Zone" Dr. Pimple Popper Dr. Pimple Popper Dr. Pimple Popper (N) My Strange Addiction My Strange Addiction Dr. Pimple Popper 

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Mountain Men "Wild 
Drums" 

Mountain Men
"Turning Tides" 

Mountain Men "Final 
Face Off" 

Mountain Men "Unbreakable" (SP) 
(N) 

Alone Australia
"Unforced Error" (N) 

(:35) Mountain Men "Unbreakable" (:05) Mountain Men 
"Unbreakable" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 First 48 "Killer Contact" Critical Minutes (N) 60 Days In (N) (:05) To Be Announced (:05) The First 48 (:05) Critical Minutes 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Marry Go 
Round Amanda Schull. 

< Love at First Dance (2018, Romance) Niall 
Matter, Cecilia Deacon, Becca Tobin. 

< Never Too Late to Celebrate (2023, Romance)
Carlos PenaVega, Sherry Miller, Alexa PenaVega. 

Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(4:20) <++ Robin Hood (2010, Adventure) Cate Blanchett,
William Hurt, Russell Crowe. 

(:25) <++ The Hunt (2020, Thriller) Betty Gilpin, 
Emma Roberts, Ike Barinholtz. 

<+++ Shrek (2001, Animated) Voices of Eddie 
Murphy, Cameron Diaz, Mike Myers. 

<+++ Shrek 2 (‘04) Voices of Eddie 
Murphy, Cameron Diaz, Mike Myers. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Sheldon Sheldon Sheldon Sheldon Sheldon Sheldon Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Tacoma FD < Welcome Home Roscoe Jenkins 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(3:00) < The 
Blind Side 

<++ The A-Team (2010, Action) Bradley Cooper, Jessica Biel,
Liam Neeson. 

<++ Taken 2 (2012, Action) Maggie Grace,
Famke Janssen, Liam Neeson. 

<++ Cold Pursuit (2019, Action) Tom Bateman, Tom Jackson,
Liam Neeson. (P) 

< Ocean's 
Eleven 

AMC  45  131 254 
(4:00) < National 
Lampoon's European V... 

<++ National Lampoon's Vacation (‘83, Com)
Beverly D'Angelo, Christie Brinkley, Chevy Chase. 

<+++ Twister (1996, Action) Bill Paxton, Cary Elwes, Helen 
Hunt. 

<+++ Speed (1994, Action) Dennis Hopper, Sandra Bullock, 
Keanu Reeves. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office (:35) Office (:10) Office (:45) Office (:20) The Office (:55) Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) The Herd with 
Colin Cowherd 

NASCAR Race Hub (L)
(N) 

SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

Best of A-
Rod 

MLB Baseball Cincinnati Reds at Arizona Diamondbacks From Chase Field in 
Phoenix. (L) (N) 

Greatest: 
College 

WGN  53   307 The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Law CI "Mad Hops" Law CI "Unrequited" Love- Loc. Love- Loc. Love- Loc. Love- Loc. Toya & Reginae (P) (N) Toya & Reginae Love- Loc. Love- Loc. Breaking the Ice

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Outchef'd Bobby's Triple Threat Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Outchef'd 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Below Deck Down Below Deck Down Below Deck Down Below Deck Down Project Runway (N) The Gentle Art (N) Southern Charm Below Deck 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob SpongeBob Loud House Loud House SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Kiff Kiff Big City Big City Ladybug Ladybug <++ Pocahontas (‘95) Irene Bedard. Ladybug Hailey Hailey Bunk'd Bunk'd Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:30) <+ 
Mr. Deeds 

<+++ Mrs. Doubtfire (1993, Children) Sally Field, Pierce Brosnan, Robin 
Williams. 

<++ Sweet Home Alabama (2002, Romance) Josh Lucas,
Patrick Dempsey, Reese Witherspoon. 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(:15) <+++ The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug (2013, Fantasy) Martin 
Freeman, Richard Armitage, Ian McKellen. 

Winning 
Time 

(:45) <+++ Avatar (2009, Sci-Fi) Zoe Saldana, Sigourney Weaver, Sam 
Worthington. 

Telemarketers (:25) REAL 
Sports 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:20) <+++ Borg vs. 
McEnroe 

(:10) <+++ Colossal (2016, Comedy) Jason 
Sudeikis, Austin Stowell, Anne Hathaway. 

<+++ Garden State (‘04) Ian Holm, 
Ron Leibman, Zach Braff. 

(:45) <++ Maid in Manhattan (2002, Romance)
Ralph Fiennes, Natasha Richardson, Jennifer Lopez. 

<++ Armageddon (‘98) Billy Bob 
Thornton, Liv Tyler, Bruce Willis. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:45) < Punch (2022, Drama) Jordan 
Oosterhof, Conan Hayes, Tim Roth. 

<+++ Everything Everywhere All at Once (2022, Comedy)
Stephanie Hsu, Ke Huy Quan, Michelle Yeoh. 

<++ The Whale (2022, Drama) Sadie Sink, Hong 
Chau, Brendan Fraser. 

The Chi "House Party" Billions "Original Sin" 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:10) < The 
Warriors 

(:45) <++++ One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest (1975, 
Drama) Louise Fletcher, Brad Dourif, Jack Nicholson. 

<+++ Days of Heaven (‘78) Brooke 
Adams, Sam Shepard, Richard Gere. 

(:35) <+++ Witness (1985, Crime Story) Kelly 
McGillis, Alexander Godunov, Harrison Ford. 

<++ Rounders (‘98) Edward Norton, 
John Turturro, Matt Damon. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q: I have been in an 
uninteresting career for 
two decades and am 
bored with what I do. I 
see many of my friends in 
exciting ministry jobs that 
give them the opportunity 
to travel and meet inter-
esting people. Being an 
instructor is no longer ful-
filling. I hear many speak-
ers say that our life’s work 
is something we should 
enjoy. At the same time, 
many of my friends shirk 
their responsibilities at 
home, so I am a bit torn 
since I do make a good 
living, which enables me 
to care for my family well. 
Am I wrong to change 
careers? – J.H.

A: Christians who 
work in the market-
place are many times 
the only real spiritual 

light in the midst of a dark 
world. We should not see 
our jobs as a burden, but 
as a responsibility given 
by God.

Often our self-esteem 
is tied to our work. In our 
culture, men and women 
often define themselves 
by the jobs they hold. But 
a person’s job says noth-
ing about a person’s char-
acter or value.

The writer of Ecclesi-
astes discovered this truth: 
“Whatever your hand 
finds to do, do it with 
your might” (Ecclesias-
tes 9:10). Our job in life 
is not to be successful [as 
the world defines it], but 
to be faithful.

We often hear people 
talk about being “called” 
by God to the ministry or 
the mission field, but if 
we know Christ and are 
in His will, we have been 
called to our vocation. (In 
fact, the word “vocation” 
comes from a Latin word 
meaning “to be called.”)

No matter what our 
work, if it is legitimate, 
then it has dignity. Our 
work may seem burden-
some and meaningless, 
but once we realize God 
wants us to be responsible, 
our attitudes will change.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
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right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

J&F Wood Working
Custom Cabinet

New Construction
Remodel

Custom 
Wood 

Working of 
Any Kind.

260-223-4243

Goods & services 
directory

All Plumbing Service
Water Softeners and Water 
Heaters and Water Hookups

Stools and Sinks Tubs 
Showers - Fix Leaks 

LJ Mechanical LLC
Commercial and Residential

Licensed and Insured
Joseph (260) 402-2676        PLC 12300146#

90C01-2308-EU-000033
STATE OF INDIANA )
WELLS COUNTY  )

 IN THE WELLS
CIRCUIT COURT

IN THE MATTER OF THE )
ESTATE OF   )
KARYN J. GILLY,  )

Deceased   )
NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED 

ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that 

LARRY M. GILLY  was, on 
the 10th day of August, 2023, 
appointed personal representa-
tive of the estate of KARYN J. 
GILLY, deceased, who died on 
July 6, 2023, and was authorized 
to administer said estate without 
court supervision.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
office of the clerk of this court with-
in three (3) months from the date of 
the first publication of this notice, 
or within nine (9) months after the 
decedent’s death, whichever is 
earlier, or the claims will be forever 
barred.

Dated this 10th day of August, 
2023.

 Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court

Timothy K. Babcock
Attorney No. 21526-90
DALE, HUFFMAN & BABCOCK
30 Premier Avenue
Bluffton, Indiana 46714
(260) 824-5566
Attorney for Estate

nb 8/17, 8/24
hspaxlp

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS
Notice is hereby given the taxpayers of Wells County, Indiana, that the 

County Council of said County, will meet at the Courthouse Annex in Bluff-
ton, Indiana at 7:00 O’clock p.m. on Tuesday, the 5th day of Septem-
ber 2023, to consider the following additional appropriations more than 
the budget for the current year.

CORONER
Autopsy Services
(1000-30103-000-0007)  $25,000.00
PROSECUTOR
Legal Secretary #1
(1000-10203-000-0009)  $1,686.00
IV-D Chief Staff Assistant
(1000-10502-000-0009)  $1,134.00
Deputy Prosecutor
(1000-10601-000-0009)  $1,257.00
Legal Secretary #2
(1000-10702-000-0009)  $108.00
IV-D Staff Assist 1
(1000-10802-000-0009)  $232.00
Legal Secretary #3
(1000-10902-000-0009)  $582.00
IV-D Staff Assist 2
(1000-11101-000-0009)  $965.00
Legal Secretary #4
(1000-11200-000-0009)  $940.00
Victim Assistant
(1000-11400-000-0009)  $725.00
20.205 COUNTY HOME RD-CR450E
RWS Acquisition
(8119-40402-000-0000)  $43,579.58
93.563 PROS IV-D INCENTIVE
IV-D Staff Assist 1
(8897-10802-000-0000)  $965.00
IV-D Staff Assist 2
(8897-11101-000-0000)  $232.00

oj, nb 8/24
hspaxlp

NOTICE OF HEARING FOR 
AREA PLAN COMMISSION 

8/18/23
Notice is hereby given that the 

AREA PLAN COMMISSION will 
hold a Public Hearing in Confer-
ence Room 105 in the Wells Carn-
egie Government Annex, 223 W. 
Washington St., in the City of Bluff-
ton, IN at 7:00 o’clock P.M. on the 
7th day of September, 2023, for the 
purpose of reviewing and hearing 
comment on the request of Judith 
K Booth, 3930 W 1100 N, Markle, 
IN 46770 for the purpose of a  Divi-
sion of a Minor Subdivision.

Current Zoning: A-1
Proposed Division of a Minor 

Subdivision: 7.05 acres w/ 483 ft 
road frontage

Common Location: The sub-
ject property is located at 3930 W 
1100 N, Markle, Indiana. 46770

Brief Legal: The subject prop-
erty is described as 16.44 ac NW/4  
9-28N-11E in Union Township of 
Wells County.

Dated this 18th day of August, 
2023

 WELLS COUNTY AREA 
 PLAN COMMISSION

Michael Lautzenheiser, Jr., 
 Director

oj, nb 8/24
hspaxlp

SERVICES
Services

Services

WE DO CONCRETE coatings.
Garages, offices, dog kennels,
patios and more. Call for free
estimate, 260-296-2427.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

ADVERTISE YOUR SER-

VICES every day in Wells
County's most popular daily
marketplace! A 20 word, line
classified for 2-months is
$97. Contact the Bluffton
News-Banner at 125 N.
Johnson St., 260-824-0224,
or submit on-line at
www.news-banner.com, click
on classifieds.

FOR SALE
Used Furniture/

Collectibles
KING SIZE BED with newer
mattress, $100, Bluffton,
863-991-1555.

HELOISE HINT: I didn’t get the 
job I applied for. Can I find out 
why? Most likely, no. Compa-
nies don’t usually give a direct 
response; they would rather 
give a vague one because they 
don’t want to be held liable 
or get sued. Send your job-
success story to Heloise, P.O. 
Box 795001. San Antonio, TX 
78279-5001

LENGERICH MEATS IS look-
ing for a motivated and reliable
individual with great attention
to detail to join our team. The
position is for general labor
starting at $15.00/hr. Send
your resume to
Lengerich@frontier.com or
stop in and fill out an applica-
tion.

HELP TO KEEP up with rental
homes, 260-565-3780.

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

YARD/GARAGE SALES,

AUG. 25-27, Fri.,-Sun., 8 a.m.-
3 p.m., 911 W. Washington,
928 W. Washington. Crafting,
storage units, tools, compres-
sor, Hot Wheels.

ANNUAL MULTI-FAMILY

BARN sale, 9545 North-100
West-90, Thursday 8 a.m. to 7
p.m., Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
follow signs, Saturday only if
signs are up. Hot deals, Hot
prices for the Hot weather!

ARNOLD/ANDERSON, FRI-

DAY 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat-
urday 9 a.m. to noon, 3825 E
200 S, Bluffton. Boys 2-3T,
girls 2-4T and 7-12, juniors,
new Carhart men's coats, new
outdoor patio cushions, 9x12
gray rug, home decor and bed-
ding, weight bench.

HELOISE HINT: If you are 
looking for the best bargains at 
garages sales. Go to the sales 
right when they open to have 
the first pick of what has been 
put out. Or go toward the end 
of the day when there might be 
fewer items but at greatly re-
duced prices. Write to Heloise, 
P.O. Box 795001, San Antonio, 
TX 78279-5001.

Place a three day garage sale 
line classified ad and receive 

a free garage sale kit!

SERIOUSLY INJURED IN an 
AUTO ACCIDENT? Let us fight 
for you! Our network has recov-
ered millions for clients! Call 
today for a FREE consultation! 
844-517-6414 (I)

DIRECTV. NEW 2-YEAR Price 
Guarantee. The most live 
MLB games this season, 200+ 
channels and over 45,000 on-
demand titles. $84.99/mo for 
24 months with CHOICE Pack-
age. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-888-885-8931 
(I)
NEVER PAY FOR Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Complete 
Care Home Warranty COVERS 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2 FREE 
Months! 1-855-408-3894 (I)
DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award – 
even with smoking history. NO 
obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help!! Call 24/7, 
844-229-7933 (I)



By LUIS 
ANDRES HENAO 

Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — 

A coalition advocating for 
Native American people 
traumatized by an oppressive 
system of boarding schools 
for Native youths plans to 
digitize 20,000 archival 
pages related to schools in 
that system that were oper-
ated by the Quakers.

The Quakers and other 
faith groups — including 
Episcopalians, Methodists 
and Catholics — have in 
recent years either begun or 
increased efforts to research 
and atone for their prior roles 
in the boarding school sys-
tem that Native children were 
forced to attend, and that cut 
them off from their families, 
tribes and traditions.

For decades, documents 
related to Quaker-operated 
Indian boarding schools have 
been largely unstudied, as 
they exist in remote and dis-
persed collections with lim-
ited access, said leaders of 
the National Native Ameri-
can Boarding School Healing 

Coalition. Now, the coali-
tion, also known as NABS, 
will make them available to 
scholars and nonspecialists 
by housing digital records on 
a public database.

The records will pro-
vide a better understanding 
of the conditions that chil-
dren experienced at these 
schools, and help the com-
pilation of statistics, includ-
ing how many children 
went missing and died, said 
Stephen Curley, director of 
digital archives for NABS.

“There are hundreds of 
schools that were operated 
historically with the sole aim 
to sever ties between child 
and family and between 
child and cultural heritage 
… so a lot of instances of 
abuse were administered to 
these children,” said Curley, 
a Navajo whose own family 
was affected by the boarding 
schools. The records, he said, 
will be crucial to confirm-
ing the anecdotal retelling of 
their harrowing experiences.

“Not to diminish people 
speaking up and telling their 
truths,” Curley said, “but 

when it comes to providing 
testimony and having that 
inform what policy should 
look like, looking at the 
records is going to play an 
integral role to codify what 
happened next.”

The initiative is funded 
by a grant of more than 
$124,000 from the National 
Historic Publications and 
Records Commission. It 
was awarded to NABS to 
work with Friends Histori-
cal Library of Swarthmore 
College and Quaker & Spe-
cial Collections at Haver-
ford College, both near Phil-
adelphia.

“This is a profound 
moment because as we have 
been calling on churches to 
increase the accessibility of 
these records for years now, 
it’s groups like these at these 
Quaker institutions who 
have responded to that call,” 
said Samuel Torres, deputy 
CEO of NABS, and a mem-

ber of the Mexica-Nahua 
Indigenous people.

Partnership leaders said 
NABS, Swarthmore and 
Haverford will scan 20,000 
pages of enrollment papers, 
photographs, financial infor-
mation, correspondence and 
administrative records this 
fall.

The  records  f rom 
Swarthmore and Haverford 
range from 1852 to 1945, 
according to project orga-
nizers. They include at least 
nine Quaker-operated Indi-
an boarding schools in Indi-
ana, Kansas, Nebraska, New 
York, Ohio, Oklahoma and 
Pennsylvania.

After the scanning, project 
leaders will hold an informa-
tion session with tribal com-
munities to discuss the find-
ings. The project will include 
the production of a video 
with shared oral histories 
from boarding school survi-
vors and their families.

By KATE BRUMBACK 
Associated Press

ATLANTA (AP) — 
Rudy Giuliani, Donald 
Trump’s lawyer and confi-
dant, turned himself in at a 
jail in Atlanta on Wednes-
day on charges related to 
efforts to overturn then-
President Trump’s loss in 
the 2020 presidential elec-
tion in Georgia.

The former New York 
mayor, was indicted last 
week along with Trump and 
17 others. Fulton County 
District Attorney Fani Wil-
lis said they participated in 
a wide-ranging conspiracy 
to subvert the will of the 
voters after the Republican 
president lost to Democrat 
Joe Biden in November 
2020.

Bond for Giuliani, who 
was released after booking 
like the other defendants, 
was set at $150,000, second 
only to Trump’s $200,000.

Giuliani, 79, is accused 
of spearheading Trump’s 
efforts to compel state law-

makers in Georgia and other 
closely contested states to 
ignore the will of voters and 
illegally appoint electoral 
college electors favorable to 
Trump.

Other high-profile defen-
dants also surrendered 
Wednesday, including Jenna 
Ellis, an attorney who pros-
ecutors say was involved 
in efforts to convince state 
lawmakers to unlawfully 
appoint presidential elec-
tors, and lawyer Sidney 
Powell, accused of mak-
ing false statements about 
the election in Georgia and 
helping to organize a breach 
of voting equipment in rural 
Coffee County.

Georgia was one of sev-
eral key states Trump lost by 
slim margins, prompting the 
Republican and his allies to 
proclaim, without evidence, 
that the election was rigged 
in favor of his Democratic 
rival Biden.

Giuliani is charged with 
making false statements and 
soliciting false testimony, 

conspiring to create phony 
paperwork and asking state 
lawmakers to violate their 
oath of office to appoint an 
alternate slate of pro-Trump 
electors.

Outside the Fulton 
County Jail Wednesday 
afternoon, Giuliani laughed 
when asked if he regret-
ted allying himself with 
Trump.

“I am very, very honored 
to be involved in this case 
because this case is a fight 
for our way of life,” Giuliani 
told reporters. “This indict-
ment is a travesty. It’s an 
attack on -- not just me, not 
just President Trump, not 
just the people in this indict-
ment, some of whom I don’t 
even know – this is an attack 
on the American people.”

After Giuliani’s sur-
render, Trump repeated 
his unfounded claims that 
the election was rigged 
and stolen and wrote on 
his social media site, “The 
greatest Mayor in the his-
tory of New York City was 

just ARRESTED in Atlanta, 
Georgia, because he fought 
for Election Integrity.”

Trump, the early front-
runner in the 2024 Republi-
can presidential primary, has 
said he plans to turn himself 
in at the Fulton County Jail 
on Thursday. He and his 
allies have characterized the 
investigation as politically 
motivated and have heavily 
criticized District Attorney 
Willis, a Democrat.

Former White House 
chief of staff Mark Mead-
ows and former Justice 
Department official Jeffrey 
Clark are both trying to 
have the case against them 
heard in federal court rath-
er than in Fulton County 
Superior Court. Both argue 
the actions that gave rise to 
the charges in the indict-
ment were related to their 
work as federal officials 
and that the case should be 
moved to federal court and 
the charges against them 
dismissed.

They had each asked a 

judge to allow them to avoid 
being arrested while those 
requests are pending. But 
U.S. District Judge Steve 
Jones on Wednesday reject-
ed their requests to avoid 
having to be booked in jail 
while they fight to move the 
case to federal court.

Willis has set a deadline 
of noon on Friday for the 
people indicted last week in 
the election subversion case 
to turn themselves in. Her 
team has been negotiating 
bond amounts and condi-
tions with the lawyers for 
the defendants before they 
surrender at the jail.

Misty Hampton, who 
was the Coffee County 

elections director when a 
breach of election equip-
ment happened there, had 
her bond set at $10,000. 
David Shafer, who’s a for-
mer Georgia Republican 
Party chair and served as 
one of 16 fake electors for 
Trump, and Cathy Latham, 
who’s accused in the Cof-
fee County breach and was 
also a fake elector, turned 
themselves in Wednesday 
morning. Also surrendering 
Wednesday were lawyers 
Ray Smith and Kenneth 
Chesebro, who prosecutors 
said helped organize the 
fake electors meeting at the 
state Capitol in December 
2020.
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AUGUST 26 - 9 a.m. - Multiple consignors. 6632 N. 500 W., 
Decatur, IN. Personal property: Seeburg jukebox, Husqvarna 
Z-248F zero turn mower, furniture, electronics, toys, jewelry, 
antiques, collectibles, ephemera, advertising items, glassware, 
hand & power tools, Gene Stratton Porter collection, 500+/- col-
lection of Star Wars, TMNT, Marvel & DC characters and more! 
Preview Aug. 25, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Wiegmann Auctioneers, 260-447-
4311, wiegmannauctioneers.com.
BIDDING ENDS AUGUST 27 - (Online Only Auction) - Mildred 
and Ann Dee Ferguson, sellers. Lifetime collection of country 
primitives and collectibles including brass school bells, oil lamps, 
arrow heads, antique furniture, extensive collection of precious 
stones and gems, antique slanted display case, crocks, appli-
ances and much more. *This is a large auction with many unique 
items! Open house: Aug. 24 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 314 W. 1200 
N., Ossian, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., Pat Carter, sale manager, 
260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
AUGUST 27-SEPTEMBER 1 - (Online Only Auction) - Mildred 
and Ann Dee Ferguson, sellers. Spacious 5 bedroom, 2 full 
baths, split level located in Northern Wells County. 7.22+/- acres 
with over 40 varieties of trees on the property, 30’x40’ pole barn, 
updated septic system. “Explore the potential.” Open houses: 
Aug. 24 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. and Aug. 29 from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
314 W. 1200 N., Ossian, IN. Pat Carter, sale manager, The Stef-
fen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
SEPTEMBER 2 - 10 a.m. - Marlin M. and Irene D. Graber. 
9001W 800S, South Whitley. 53.5+/-A offered in 4 tracts, pro-
ductive, tillable land, home, outbuildings, hunting/recreation 
opportunities, Whitley County. Tract 1: 29+/-A farmland w/access 
off CR 800S. Tract 2: 12.5+/-A w/home, outbuildings. Tract 3: 
6+/-A farmland, possible building site w/frontage on 800S. Tract 
4 (“Swing tract”): 6+/-A wooded land. Sale manager, Ritter Cox, 
260-609-3306, Schrader Real Estate and Auction Company, Inc., 
800-451-2709, schraderauction.com.
SEPTEMBER 3-SEPTEMBER 10 - (Online Only Auction) - 
The Estate of Vincent Tippmann, seller. 2300 Meyer Rd., Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. “An auction of the year.” One of the midwest’s 
largest Indian and Native American artifact collections, unique 
antiques and collectibles, large butcher block on legs, outstand-
ing coin collection, art, bronze sculptures, vintage stoves, much 
more. Brandon Steffen, sale manager, The Steffen Group Inc., 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
SEPTEMBER 9 - 9 a.m. - Various consignors, sellers. Lehman 
Feed Mill, 511 S 000 Rd., Berne. Farm machinery consignment 
auction. Tractors, hay wagons, grain carts, discs, planters, plows, 
trucks, trailers, semis, livestock trailers, tools, lawn and garden 
equipment, shop equipment, livestock equipment and more! 
Consign Sept. 6-8 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Heartland Auction & Realty, 
Inc., 260-724-3499, heartlandauctionrealty.com.
SEPTEMBER 9 - 10 a.m. - Les Conrad, owner. 8383 N 700 W, 
Decatur. Live onsite Les Conrad woodworking retirement auc-
tion! Online bidding available! Nearly 6,000’ board foot lumber & 
timber! Featuring 250+ lots! This impressive assortment includes 
an abundance of walnut, cedar, cherry, oak, live edge, various 
other species, custom made wood furniture, Latina band saw, 
Leneave 8” jointer, Super Max drum sander, Woodmizer LT15 
portable sawmill. Preview Sept. 4 & 8, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Krueckeberg 
Auction & Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.
SEPTEMBER 9 - 10 a.m. - Melvin J & Effie Graber, owners. 
7820S 850W, South Whitley, 40+/-A offered in 4 tracts, Cleve-
land Township, Whitley County. Tract 1: 20+/-A farmland, 850W 
frontage. Tract 2: 4+/-A w/home, outbuildings. Tract 3: 8+/-A, cor-
ner lot, 800S and 850W frontage, possible building site. Tract 4: 
8+/-A wooded pasture or possible building site, fence w/mature 
trees. Auction manager Ritter Cox, 260-609-3306, Schrader Real 
Estate and Auction Company, Inc., schraderauction.com, 800-
451-2709.
SEPTEMBER 14 - Online - 2-6 p.m. - Farm: GRS Holdings. 
Property location: 7370 E US 224, Craigville, IN. Wells Co., Lan-
caster Twp., 2.243+/- acres include: 1,952 sf 2-story home (4 
bedrooms, 2 baths), attached garage, basement, 4,860 sf pole 
barn (metal roof, half concrete floor), 5,000+ sf historical pin 
frame barn (metal roof), (3) steel grain bins. Open house: Aug. 
31, 4-6 p.m. Halderman Real Estate & Farm Management, 800-
424-2324, halderman.com, Rick Johnloz, 260-827-8181.

2023 Kekionga 
Festival Rendezvous 
Thurs., Aug. 24  -  Sun., Aug. 27

A Celebration of Our Heritage
Decatur, Indiana

List of Events at the Site!

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
260.724.2276   •  www.icav.us

 BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER

 Hours:  5:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. Mon.-Tues.
 5:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Wed.-Thurs.-Fri.

 6:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sat.

 Since
 1886

 WEST END 
 RESTAURANT

 702 W. Monroe St. • Decatur  260-724-2938

• Full Service Lumberyard
• Kitchens - New Homes 

and Remodels
• Garages and Complete Pole Barn Packages - Erected 

or Materials Only
• Doors, Windows and decks - Repair or Replacement 
• Free Roof Top Delivery with Shingle Purchase

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

We Will

Custom Build

Any Size

Call for all your building needs! www.arnoldlumber.webs.com

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

Serving Southern Mich.,

Ohio, Indiana &

Northern Kentucky

Pole Buildings

Pole Buildings

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

arnold_lumber@yahoo.com

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

We Will

Custom Build

Any Size

Call for all your building needs! www.arnoldlumber.webs.com

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

Serving Southern Mich.,

Ohio, Indiana &

Northern Kentucky

Pole Buildings

Pole Buildings

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

arnold_lumber@yahoo.com

Check Us Out 
on Facebook

Hours: Mon-Thur 7AM-5PM • Fri 7AM-5:30PM • Sat 7AM-11:30PM
425 S. Winchester St. • 260-724-3108 • Fax 260-724-4505

PRECISION SERVICE
Automotive & Truck Service Specialists

0520 S. Decker Dr., Bluffton, IN • 260-824-9149
“The Quality Service That You Deserve”

Kevin & Deb Morris, Owners  •  Jason Rekeweg, Service Manager

Precision Service wishes everyone 
a safe & happy return to school for 

the 2023-2024 school year!
The start of a new school year means that streets and 

roadways suddenly will be busier, especially at certain times of 
day, like as school begins and ends each day. 

Plan your route ahead of time, leaving a few extra minutes 
in case of traffic delays, and try to practice patience; remember, 
everyone on the streets and roads is trying to get somewhere. 

And whether walking, biking, driving, or waiting to ride, 
please pay attention to your surroundings; distractions can be 
dangerous to you and to others around you. 

Stay safe. Be kind. Learn much.
Have a great school year!

Giuliani turns himself in on Georgia 2020 election charges

Native American group to digitize 20K archival pages 
The pages are linked to Quaker-run Indian 

boarding schools


