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Peyton’s Northern marks 40 years
Bluffton-based Peyton’s Northern, a distribution hub for Kroger and Wells County’s largest employer, celebrated four 
decades of operation Saturday with a company picnic at the Wells County Community Center at the 4-H Park Saturday. 
Above, Bluffton Mayor John Whicker thanks those in attendance for their contribution to the community. At right is Chan-
dler Gerber, a member of the Bluffton Common Council who also said a few words. (Photo by Dave Schultz)

Duck race   
draws a crowd
A crowd of onlookers, 

top photo, watch as the 
participants in the 18th 

annual Duck Race, a 
fundraiser for Family 

centered Services Inc., 
head for the finish line on 
Washington Street early 

Saturday afternoon. In 
the bottom photo, race 

officials at left certify 
the winning ducks while 
volunteers scoop up the 

also-rans. (Photos by 
Dave Schultz)

Gaskill is named 
new editor of 
News-Banner

Holly Gaskill is the new editor of 
The News-Banner, succeeding Dave 
Schultz in the role as he eases into 
retirement.

Publisher Doug Brown announced 
Gaskill’s promotion over the weekend.

“When former editor Jessica Brick-
er and I first met Holly, we knew that 
she was meant for this role,” Brown 
said. “My faith and confidence in her 
has only grown since that day.”

“It’s a great honor and responsi-
bility to take the lead at The News-
Banner,” Gaskill said. “I’m excited to 
continue the long-standing work of the 
paper, sharing local stories that matter 
to the community.”

Gaskill joined The News-Banner in 
May 2022 and has been predominant-
ly covering Wells County government 
and school boards. 

Originally from Berne, Gaskill 
graduated from South Adams High 
School with academic honors and 
then attended Taylor University as the 
Eugene C. Pulliam Promising Journal-
ist. She graduated magna cum laude 
with her bachelor of science in multimedia journalism and a 
concentration in news media. 

At Taylor, Gaskill was involved in the campus student 
newspaper, The Echo, serving as the co-editor in chief as 

Holly Gaskill

Dave Schultz

(Continued on Page 2)

Hawaii churches 
offer prayers after 
Maui wildfires

By CLAIRE RUSH, AUDREY MCAVOY 
and CHRISTOPHER WEBER 

Associated Press
LAHAINA, Hawaii (AP) — Parishioners mourned the 

dead and prayed for the missing Sunday in Hawaii church-
es as communities began looking ahead to a long recovery 
from last week’s wildfire that demolished a historic Maui 
town and killed more than 90 people.

Maria Lanakila Church in Lahaina was spared from the 
flames that wiped out most of the surrounding community, 
but with search-and-recovery efforts ongoing, its members 
attended Mass about 10 miles up the road, with the Bishop 
of Honolulu, the Rev. Clarence “Larry” Silva, presiding.

Taufa Samisoni said his uncle, aunt, cousin and the cous-
in’s 7-year-old son were found dead inside a burned car. 
Samisoni’s wife, Katalina, said the family would draw com-
fort from Silva’s reference to the Bible story of how Jesus’ 
disciple Peter walked on water and was saved from drown-
ing.

“If Peter can walk on water, yes we can. We will get to 
the shore,” she said, her voice quivering.

During the Mass, Silva read a message from Pope Fran-
cis, who said he was praying for those who lost loved ones, 
homes and livelihoods. He also conveyed prayers for first 
responders.

Silva later told The Associated Press that the community 
is worried about its children, who have witnessed tragedy 
and are anxious.

“The more they can be in a normal situation with their 
peers and learning and having fun, I think the better off 
they’ll be,” Silva said.

Meanwhile, Hawaii officials urged tourists to avoid trav-
eling to Maui as many hotels prepared to house evacuees 
and first responders.

About 46,000 residents and visitors have flown out 
of Kahului Airport in West Maui since the devastation 

House explosion in Pennsylvania kills 4

PLUM, Pa. (AP) — Four people 
were dead and a fifth was unaccount-
ed for following a house explosion in 
western Pennsylvania that destroyed 
three structures and damaged at least 
a dozen others Saturday morning, 
authorities said.

Allegheny County officials said 
three people were taken to hospitals 

after the blast shortly before 10:30 a.m. 
in the borough of Plum, about 20 miles 
east of Pittsburgh.

Three people were transported to 
area hospitals, including one who was 
listed in critical condition and two who 
were treated and released. More than 
20 firefighters were evaluated, many 
for heat exhaustion, authorities said.

The Allegheny County Medical 
Examiner’s Office was expected to 
provide additional information about 
the deceased victims.

Emergency officials suspended 
operations Saturday night due to 
weather and concern for the safety of 
investigators. Crews were expected to 
resume working at the site on Sunday 
morning.

Emergency responders reported 
people trapped under debris after one 
house apparently exploded and two 
others were engulfed in flames, county 
spokesperson Amie Downs said.

Crews from at least 18 fire depart-

7 killed in Ukraine’s Kherson region, including infant girl
By SUSIE BLANN 

Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Seven 

people – including a 23-day-old 
baby girl – were killed in Rus-
sian shelling in Ukraine’s southern 
Kherson region on Sunday, the 
country’s Internal Affairs Ministry 

said.
Artillery shelling in the village 

of Shiroka Balka, on the banks of 
the Dnieper River killed a family 
— a husband, wife, 12-year-old 
boy and 23-day-old girl — and 
another resident.

Two men were killed in the 

neighboring village of Stanislav, 
where a woman was also wound-
ed.

The attack on Kherson prov-
ince followed Ukrainian Deputy 
Defense Minister Hanna Maliar’s 
comments on Saturday attempt-
ing to quell rumors that Ukrainian 

forces had landed on the occupied 
left (east) bank of the Dnieper in 
the Kherson region.

“Again, the expert hype around 
the left bank in the Kherson region 
began. There are no reasons for 
excitement,” she said.

Kherson regional Gov. Olek-

sandr Prokudin said Sunday that 
three people had been wounded in 
Russian attacks on the province on 
Saturday.

Elsewhere, Ukrainian military 
officials said Saturday evening 
that Kyiv’s forces had made prog-

(Continued on Page 2)

One missing after three 
structures destroyed

(Continued on Page 2)
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ress in the south, claiming 
some success near a key vil-
lage in the southern Zapor-
izhzhia region and capturing 
other unspecified territories.

Ukraine’s General Staff 
said they had “partial suc-
cess” around the tactically 
important Robotyne area in 
the Zaporizhzhia region, a 
key Russian stronghold that 
Ukraine needs to retake in 
order to continue pushing 
south towards Melitopol.

“There are liberated ter-
ritories. The defense forces 
are working,” General Olek-
sandr Tarnavskyi, com-
mander of Ukraine’s south-
ern forces, said of the south-
ern front.

Battles in recent weeks 
have taken place on multiple 
points along the over 600-
mile front line as Ukraine 
wages a counteroffensive 
with Western-supplied 
weapons and Western-
trained troops against Rus-
sian forces who invaded 
nearly 18 months ago.

Ukrainian troops have 
made only incremental 
gains since launching a 
counteroffensive in early 
June.

Meanwhile, a Russian 
warship on Sunday fired 
warning shots at a Palau-
flagged cargo ship in the 
south-western Black Sea, 

the first time Russia has 
fired on a merchant ship 
beyond Ukraine since 
exiting a landmark UN-
brokered grain deal last 
month.

According to Russia’s 
Defense Ministry, the Sukru 
Okan was heading north-
wards to the Ukrainian Dan-
ube River port of Izmail.

“The captain of the dry-
cargo ship did not respond 
to the request to stop for 
inspection for the carriage 
of prohibited goods. To 
force the ship to stop, warn-
ing fire was opened from 
automatic small arms from 
a Russian warship,” Rus-
sia’s Ministry of Defense 
wrote on Telegram, adding 
that the ship later stopped 
and allowed an inspection 
team to board.

Four weeks ago, Mos-
cow withdrew from a key 
export agreement that 
allowed Ukraine to ship mil-
lions of tons of grain across 
the Black Sea for sale on 
world markets. In the wake 
of that withdrawal, Russia 
carried out repeated strikes 
on Ukrainian ports, includ-
ing Odesa, and declared 
wide areas of the Black Sea 
unsafe for shipping.

In Russia, local officials 
reported on Sunday that 
air defense systems shot 
down three drones over the 

Belgorod region and one 
over the neighboring Kursk 
region, both of which border 
Ukraine.

Ukrainian drone strikes 
on Russian border regions 
are a fairly regular occur-
rence. Drone attacks deeper 
inside Russian territory 
have been on the rise since 
a drone was destroyed over 
the Kremlin in early May. 
In recent weeks, attacks 
have increased both on 
Moscow and on Crimea, 
which Russia annexed from 
Ukraine in 2014 — a move 
that most of the world con-
sidered illegal.

Firing drones at Russia, 
after more than 17 months 
of war, has little apparent 
military value for Ukraine 
but the strategy has served 
to unsettle Russians and 
bring home to them the con-
flict’s consequences.

Later Sunday afternoon, 
local officials in the Bel-
gorod province reported an 
explosion in an apartment 
building in the regional cap-
ital, also called Belgorod.

R e g i o n a l  G o v . 
Vyacheslav Gladkov said 
that the facade of the apart-
ment building had been 
damaged, with windows 
shattered and air condition-
ing units broken. Fifteen 
cars parked nearby also 
sustained damage, but there 

were no casualties. Gladkov 
said that the cause of the 
explosion was under inves-
tigation.
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(24-hour observations at 8:41 p.m. Sunday)
High: 80; Low: 61; Precipitation: .02 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.32  

feet at 7:45 p.m. Sunday

Wells County forecast
Today: A chance of 

showers and thunderstorms, 
then showers and possibly a 
thunderstorm after 11 a.m. 
High near 77. Southeast 
wind 5 to 10 mph. Chance 
of precipitation is 80 percent. 
New rainfall amounts between a half and three quarters of 
an inch possible. 

Tonight: Showers and thunderstorms before 11 p.m., 
then a chance of showers between 11 p.m. and 2 a.m. Low 
around 59. West wind around 10 mph. Chance of precipi-
tation is 80 percent. New precipitation amounts between a 
tenth and quarter of an inch, except higher amounts possible 
in thunderstorms. 

Tuesday: Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 72. West 
wind 10 to 15 mph becom-
ing north in the afternoon. 
Winds could gust as high as 
20 mph. 

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 53. 
Northwest wind 5 to 10 mph. 

Wednesday: Sunny, with a high near 76.
Wednesday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 57.
Thursday: A 30 per-

cent chance of showers and 
thunderstorms after 2 p.m. 
Mostly sunny, with a high 
near 80.

Thursday Night: A 30 
percent chance of showers 
and thunderstorms before 8 
p.m. Mostly clear, with a low around 57.

Friday: Sunny, with a high near 79.
Friday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 58.
Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 85.
Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 64.
Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 89.

fast,   
reliable   
fiber
internet 

833.727.5563  
twncomm.com/heartland

*Services provided by TWN Communications. Not available in all areas. Restrictions, terms and conditions apply. Taxes,
regulatory, surcharges and other charges are applicable. A line connection fee may be applicable. Call for details or visit
twncomm.com/terms-conditions for additional information and terms and conditions of services. Residential customers on
qualifying internet plans will receive download/upload speeds of 25.0 Mbps to 1.0 Gbps, per respective plan.  A 30-day notice 
is required to cancel service. 

SERVICE  NOW AVAILABLE  IN  MANY  AREAS.
Sign up today or get fiber-ready by signing the underground agreement. 
Call for more details!

UNLIMITED DATA  |  UP TO 1* GBPS  |  24/7 SUPPORT

SOLUTIONS FOR HOME AND BUSINESS

AUCTION
ONLINE ONLY WELLS COUNTY REAL ESTATE

FIVE BEDROOM COUNTRY HOME ON 7.22 ACRES

AUCTION OPEN HOUSE & PROPERTY INSPECTION:
AUGUST 17TH (3:00 - 6:00 pm), AUGUST 24TH (3:00 - 6:00 pm)  & AUGUST 29TH (5:00 - 6:00 pm)

CONTACT SALE MANAGER TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE SHOWING

ONLINE BIDDING: SUNDAY, AUGUST 27TH - FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1ST
314 WEST 1200 NORTH, OSSIAN, INDIANA 46777

VISIT STEFFENGRP.COM/AUCTIONS FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION

260.426.0633 
STEFFENGRP.COM

AU19600168 AC30500053

SELLER: Mildred and Ann Dee Ferguson • SALE MANAGER: Pat Carter (260.273.8294)

OUTSTANDING NORTHERN WELLS COUNTRY PROPERTY
VISIT STEFFENGRP.COM/HIBID TO BID ON THIS INCREDIBLE PROPERTY!

5 BEDROOMS - 2 BATHROOMS - 2,784 SQUARE FEET
• LARGE LIVING ROOM • EAT-IN KITCHEN • SIZEABLE LAUNDRY ROOM
• ENCLOSED PORCH AND SUN ROOM • PARTIALLY FINISHED BASEMENT
• 30’ X 40’ MORTON POLE BUILDING • ADDITIONAL HEATED OUTBUILDING

1-800-356-4440   •   231 N. Wayne St., Warren

DeWeese
SOFTWATER & APPLIANCES

We Service All Appliances

a junior and senior. During her leader-
ship, The Echo placed second in the 
Indiana Collegiate Press Association 
as a Division III newspaper and was 
named Best Student Newspaper by the 
American Scholastic Press Associa-
tion. She also received multiple indi-
vidual and team awards from the ICPA, 
in addition to awards from the Society 
of Professional Journalists, Broadcast 
Education Association and Indiana 
Association of School Broadcasters.

“We’ve had a long run of journalis-
tic excellence led by Jim Barbieri, Joe 
Smekens, Mark Miller, Jessica Bricker 
and Dave Schultz,” Brown said. “Holly 
is the ideal person to carry on that tra-
dition.”

Brown went on to thank Schultz for 
his service to the News-Banner.

“When I started (as publisher) in 
2016. Dave told me that he wanted to 
work seven more years before retiring. 
He’s not quite out the door just yet.”

Schultz grew up in Joliet, Ill., and is 
a 1975 graduate of Lincoln Christian 
College in Lincoln, Ill., with a bach-
elor’s degree in ministries. He took 
additional college courses at Hunting-
ton College and began his first jour-
nalism job at the Huntington Herald-
Press in January 1976 after being a 
part of a journalism practicum class 
during HC’s former “J-term” program.

His professional life has rotated 
between service in the ministry and 
journalism. He has served churches 
and worked at the newspapers in Indi-
ana’s Boone County and Rush County.

In 1996, he moved back to Hun-
tington and resumed working at the 
Herald-Press, where he remained for 
12 years. During much of that time, he 
also was a part-time minister at a small 
church near Roanoke.

He came to Bluffton in 2008.
“I had figured I would work at the 

Herald-Press until I retired,” he said, 
“But, instead, I had the opportunity to 

come to Bluffton. It’s been a challeng-
ing, but still delightful, 15 years.”

Dave and his wife Susan, now just 
13 1/2 months shy of their 50th wed-
ding anniversary, have three children 
and three grandchildren. His post-
retirement plans revolve around them. 
The couple plans to live with their 
youngest son, Bobby, and their grand-
son Liam on the west side of Fort 
Wayne. Their daughter, Linda Kay 
Impola, and her husband Dave live in 
the beautiful Finger Lakes region of 
upstate New York. Their oldest son and 
daughter-in-law, Tim and Samantha 
Schultz, plus their two children live in 
Huntington.

He intends to pick up some hours at 
the News-Banner as needed from time 
to time.

“I’m grateful that he is helping us 
transition for a little while longer,” 
Brown said. “Dave is a true profession-
al, and we’re going to miss him when 
he’s gone.”

(Continued from Page 1)

in Lahaina became clear 
Wednesday, according to the 
Hawaii Tourism Authority.

“In the weeks ahead, the 
collective resources and 
attention of the federal, state 
and county government, the 
West Maui community, and 
the travel industry must be 
focused on the recovery of 
residents who were forced 
to evacuate their homes and 
businesses,” the agency said 
in a statement late Saturday. 
Tourists are encouraged to 
visit Hawaii’s other islands.

Gov. Josh Green said 
500 hotels rooms will be 
made available for locals 
who have been displaced. 
An additional 500 rooms 
will be set aside for work-
ers from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency. 
Some hotels will carry on 
with normal business to help 
preserve jobs and sustain the 
local economy, Green said.

The state wants to work 
with Airbnb to make sure 
that rental homes can be 
made available for locals. 
Green hopes that the com-
pany will be able to provide 
three- to nine-month rent-
als for those who have lost 
homes.

As the death toll around 
Lahaina climbed to 93, 
authorities warned that the 

effort to find and identify 
the dead was still in its early 
stages. The blaze is already 
the deadliest U.S. wildfire in 
more than a century.

Crews with cadaver dogs 
have covered just 3 percent 
of the search area, Maui 
Police Chief John Pelletier 
said Saturday.

Lylas Kanemoto is await-
ing word about the fate of 
her cousin, Glen Yoshino.

“I’m afraid he is gone 
because we have not heard 
from him, and he would’ve 
found a way to contact fam-
ily. We are hoping for the 
best, but preparing for the 
worst,” Kanemoto said Sun-
day. Family members will 
submit DNA to help identify 
any remains.

The family was grieving 
the death of four other rela-
tives. The remains of Faaso 
and Malui Fonua Tone, their 
daughter, Salote Takafua, 
and her son, Tony Takafua, 
were found inside a charred 
car.

“At least we have closure 
for them, but the loss and 
heartbreak is unbearable for 
many,” Kanemoto said.

As many as 4,500 people 
are in need of shelter, county 
officials said on Facebook, 
citing figures from the Fed-
eral Emergency Manage-
ment Agency and the Pacific 

Disaster Center.
J.P. Mayoga, a cook at the 

Westin Maui in Kaanapali, 
is still making breakfast, 
lunch and dinner on a daily 
basis. But instead of serving 
hotel guests, he’s been feed-
ing the roughly 200 hotel 
employees and their fam-
ily members who have been 
living there since Tuesday’s 
fire devastated the Lahaina 
community just south of the 
resort.

His home and that of his 
father were spared. But his 
girlfriend, two young daugh-
ters, father and another local 
are all staying in a hotel 
room together, as it is safer 
than Lahaina, which is cov-
ered in toxic debris.

Maui water officials 
warned Lahaina and Kula 
residents not to drink run-
ning water, which may be 
contaminated even after 
boiling, and to only take 
short, lukewarm showers 
in well-ventilated rooms 
to avoid possible chemical 
vapor exposure.

“Everybody has their 
story, and everybody lost 
something. So everybody 
can be there for each other, 
and they understand what’s 
going on in each other’s 
lives,” he said of his co-
workers at the hotel.

Hawaii Island Mayor 

Mitch Roth warned that 
the recovery effort will be 
a “marathon not a sprint.” 
In order to keep the effort 
“coordinated and thought-
ful,” Roth urged Hawaii res-
idents to contribute money 
to established nonprofits and 
hold off on donating physi-
cal items because there is 
not yet a reliable distribution 
system in place.

The latest death toll sur-
passed that of the 2018 
Camp Fire in northern Cali-
fornia, which left 85 dead 
and destroyed the town of 
Paradise.

The cause of the wildfires 
is under investigation. The 
fires are Hawaii’s deadliest 
natural disaster in decades, 
surpassing a 1960 tsunami 
that killed 61 people. An 
even deadlier tsunami in 
1946 killed more than 150 
on the Big Island.

Fueled by a dry sum-
mer and strong winds 
from a passing hurricane, 
the flames on Maui raced 
through parched brush cov-
ering the island.

The most serious blaze 
swept into Lahaina on Tues-
day and destroyed nearly 
every building in the town 
of 13,000, leaving a grid of 
gray rubble wedged between 
the blue ocean and lush 
green slopes.

ments worked to douse the flames with 
the help of water tankers from Alleghe-
ny and Westmoreland counties, Downs 
said.

Officials told reporters at the scene 
they did not know exactly who was at 
home and who may have had visitors 
at the time of the explosion, so they 
could not provide an exact number of 
people considered missing.

The cause of the explosion is under 
investigation by Plum and county law 
enforcement and the county fire mar-
shal’s office. The state public utilities 
commission and local utilities also 
were at the scene.

George Emanuele, who lives three 

houses down from the home that 
exploded, told the Tribune-Review that 
he and a neighbor went to the home 
before the fire got out of control, where 
they found a man laying in the back-
yard and dragged him away from the 
scene.

Rafal Kolankowski, who lives a few 
houses away, told the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette that the explosion broke the 
windows in his house and knocked him 
and his wife to the ground.

After recovering and checking on 
his son, Kolankowski went outside 
and a woman told him another woman 
had been upstairs and a man was in 
the basement. The other woman later 
emerged covered in white ash, but the 

individual in the basement had not yet 
exited, he said.

“It’s just tragic, I mean, it looks 
like a war zone — it looks like a 
bomb hit our neighborhood and it’s 
just unfortunate,” Kolankowski said. 
“I was just with some of the neigh-
bors yesterday, right, and now this 
happens.”

Jeremy Rogers, who lives two doors 
down, told the paper he had been out 
shopping when he got an alert about a 
problem at his house and saw “all sorts 
of stuff flying around.” His family 
was able to get out safely and he was 
allowed to go inside quickly to rescue 
his dog, although he could not locate 
the family’s three cats.

(Continued from Page 1)
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House explosion

7 killed in Ukraine
(Continued from Page 1)



KOKOMO, Ind. (AP) — 
A jury has acquitted one of 
two brothers charged in a 
decade-old slaying in north 
central Indiana.

The jury deliberated 
less than 90 minutes Fri-
day night before acquitting 
36-year-old Jesse McCart-
ney of Kokomo of all charg-
es in the death of 21-year-
old Destiny Pittman. She 
was found shot to death 
Feb. 7, 2013, at her Kokomo 
home.

McCartney was charged 
with two counts of felony 
murder and other counts 
including robbery resulting 
in bodily injury, burglary 

resulting in bodily injury 
and conspiracy to commit 
burglary.

McCartney appeared 
to weep as the verdict was 
read, as did several mem-
bers of Pittman's family, the 
Kokomo Tribune reported.

McCartney's co-defen-
dant and brother, Joey 
McCartney, 32, of Graham, 
Kentucky, faces the same 
charges and is expected to 
go on trial this upcoming 
week.

Former Kokomo Police 
Detective Launa Hunt testi-
fied in Jesse McCartney's 
defense, saying cellphone 
records for potential sus-

pects appeared to put them 
near Pittman's home around 
the time she died but that 
neither McCartney brother 
was considered a suspect 
during her time on the case.

Witnesses told investiga-
tors that Pittman was shot in 
the chest after she went to 
confront intruders who had 
kicked in the door of her 
home, court documents said. 
The intruders then searched 
the home for drugs, investi-

gators said.
The brothers were arrest-

ed after a witness told detec-
tives last December that she 
and and Jesse McCartney 
drove to Pittman's home, 
where Joey McCartney met 
his brother, the brothers 
went inside and she heard a 
loud bang before the broth-
ers ran outside with Jesse 
McCartney carrying a bag 
of marijuana and a handful 
of money.
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Wells Court Docket

Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituar-

ies free of charge for “local” deaths. “Basic” obituaries will include 
the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of 
death, basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of 
calling hours and services and the name of the funeral home handling 
arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, 
or if the deceased does not meet the definitions of a “local” person, 
there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will 
coordinate obituary publication.

Mark F. Coratti, 94
Mark F. Coratti, 94, of Bluff-

ton, and a longtime resident of 
Huntington, passed away Friday 
morning, Aug. 11, 2023, at Bluff-
ton Regional Medical Center. 

He was born June 4, 1929, in 
Zemun, Yugoslavia to Frank and 
Marija Coratti. 

In 1936 at the age of 7, Mark 
immigrated to the United States, 
moving to Baltimore and later to 
Madison Heights, Mich., before settling in Bluffton in 
1967. After graduating from high school, he enlisted the 
United States Navy in Aug. of 1946, at the age of 17, 
with his parent’s permission, and was assigned to the 
USS Gurke (DD783). He was discharged in June of 1950 
but served in the Navy Reserves for six more years. 

On May 13, 1951, at Main Street United Methodist 
Church in Logansport, Mark married Joetta (Rennewanz) 
Coratti. They have shared 61 years of marriage together, 
before she preceded him in death May 19, 2012.

He attended drafting school through the GI bill 
and started working at Essex Wire for 25 years, Ford 
Motor Company, and at Franklin Electric in Bluffton. He 
worked for Franklin Electric for 29 years, and retired in 
1996. In his retirement, he kept busy volunteering at 
Parkview Hospital, 55 Alive Drivers, American Heart 
Association, with the DNR in Huntington County, and 
for Aging & In-Home Services. In 2011, he was recog-
nized by the Indiana House of Representatives for his 
volunteerism with the Golden Hoosier Award. He was 
a 27-year member of the American Legion Post 111 
of Bluffton, V.F.W Post in Huntington, and was a past 
Exalted Ruler with the Bluffton Elks Lodge 796 and was 
a lifetime member. He volunteered for the Hoops Shoot 
thru the Elks for many years. He was an avid fisherman 
and enjoyed spending time with his family.

Survivors include his children, Mark (wife Cheryl) 
Coratti of Bluffton, Michael (wife Chris) Coratti of Bluff-
ton, Jeffry (wife Alice) Coratti of Bluffton, James (wife 
Mary) Coratti of Port Charlotte; and a daughter Tina 
(husband Brian) Monroe of Huntington, along with 18 
grandchildren and 22 great-grandchildren.

He is preceded in death by his parents; wife, Joetta; 
infant son, Jody Coratti ;and two siblings, Mitza Bozin 
and Anthony Korati.

Friends are invited to visit with the family from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 15, 2023, at the Thoma/
Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton. 

Funeral Services will follow visitation at 1 p.m. Tues-
day, at the funeral home with his son Rev. James Corat-
ti officiating. Burial will follow at the Star of Hope Cem-
etery in Huntington County with Military Honors by the 
United States Navy Honor Guard and American Legion 
Post 111 of Bluffton, Honor Guard.

Memorials may be made to the American Alzheimer’s 
Association.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the 
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home in Bluffton. Friends can send online condolenc-
es to the Coratti family at www.thomarich.com.

Thomas A. Gentis, 64
Thomas “Tom” A. Gentis, 64, of 

Keystone, passed away Thursday 
evening, Aug. 10, 2023, at Luther-
an Hospital in Fort Wayne.

Tom was born Feb. 22, 1959, in 
Bluffton to Jack Allen Gentis and 
Barbara J. (Slusher) Gentis Dunwid-
die. He graduated from Southern 
Wells High School with the class of 
1977. On July 26, 1980, Tom mar-
ried his high school sweetheart, 
Kim L. (Lovell) Gentis.

Tom started working at Bluffton Tire while in high 
school and worked his entire career there until 2023. He 
was the true definition of an outdoors man! He loved 
spending time at Loon Lake fishing. When he was not 
on the water, he could be found collecting guns, coon 
hunting, coaching his sons’ baseball teams, or attend-
ing the local Whitetails Unlimited events in the fall. Tom 
also enjoyed farming and anything he could do outside.

He is survived by his wife of 43 years, Kim Gentis of 
Keystone; and two sons, Dustin (Joli) Gentis of Gree-
ley, Colo., and Corbin (Kaitlyn Roby) Gentis of Bluffton. 
He was a loving PaPaw to 6 grandchildren: Cora-Bryn, 
Clayton, Riley, Brooklyn, Grayson, and Hattie.

Tom is also survived by his siblings; Yvette Runkle of 
Bluffton, Bernie Kleinknight of Geneva, Tracy (Rhonda) 
Gentis of McNatt, Dan Dunwiddie of Bluffton, David 
(Cathy) Dunwiddie of Ossian, Doug (Amy) Dunwiddie of 
Bluffton, Donna Eisenhut and Diana (Stuart) Mutzfeld, 
both of Fort Wayne

He is preceded in death by his parents; stepfather, 
Merlin Dunwiddie; a sister, Debbie Kemarly; and two 
brother-in-laws, Randy Runkle and John Kleinknight.

 Visitation will be held from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. Thurs-
day, Aug. 17, 2023, at the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral 
Home in Bluffton.

A service to celebrate Tom’s life will be held at 10:30 
a.m. Friday, Aug. 18, 2023 at the funeral home with 
calling for one hour prior to the service.

 Memorials may be made in Tom’s memory to the 
Wells County Whitetails – Catch a Dream Foundation or 
to The LiGHT program at the Wells County Foundation.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the 
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral 
Home in Bluffton. Friends can send memories or online 
condolences to the Gentis family at www.thomarich.com.

OBITUARIES

   FRESH • VARIETY • LOCAL • QUALITY
3095 VAN HORN ST., ZANESVILLE

Mon.- Wed. 9-5  •  Thur.- Fri. 9-6  •  Sat.8-1
(Subject to change)

LOCALLY SUPPLIED  •  LOCALLY OWNED

260.638.4123

Sides of Beef Available at Market Prices
dressed weight

Sides of Beef Available at Market Prices
Whole or Half Hog . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.99/lb.

SPECIALS
Frozen Cajun Pork Sausage  . . . . . . . . $3.09/lb.
Baked Meatloaf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6.99/lb.
Baked Potato Salad  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.19/lb.
Dog Treats (Price per pack)  . . . . . . . . $3.80/lb.

PRICES GOOD August 14 – August 19, 2023www.lengerichmeats.com

Cookouts · Summer Parties · Family Get Togethers

Pulled Pork with or without BBQ sauce • Smoked Pork Chops
Roasting Hogs • Sloppy Joe • Homemade Chicken and Ham Salad

SUMMER COOKOUT TIME!SUMMER COOKOUT TIME!
Call in advance for 

all special orders
WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service
MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

Preston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

Now Hiring!

In Bluffton since 1979 www.experttrans.com

2883 E State Road 124, 
Blu� ton, IN 46714

(260) 824-4929

Full Time - Experienced 
Automotive Technician/Mechanic
• Mon. - Fri. No Weekends

• Excellent Pay and benefi ts
• Paid Vacation and Holiday

• Medical Insurance
• Uniforms

1979 – 2023

Contact Steve
Call or Text 260-273-0864

Email Resume to: 
info@experttrans.com

Wells Superior Court
Criminal Cases

Jesse Allen Carr, 32, 
Bluffton; pleaded guilty to 
harassment using a computer 
network or other electronic 
communication, a Class B 
misdemeanor.

 ———
Jimmy Richard Robert 

Sheets, 45, Pennville, was 
sentenced to one year at the 
Indiana Department of Cor-
rections with 355 days sus-
pended and four days jail 
credit for driving while sus-
pended: knowing violation 
and prior conviction, a Class 
A misdemeanor. Sheets was 
sentenced to 60 days in jail 
with 50 days suspended 
and four days jail credit for 
operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated, a Class A mis-
demeanor. The charges will 
run concurrently. Three addi-
tional charges for possession 
of paraphernalia, improper 
headlights, and operating a 
vehicle with a schedule I or 
II controlled substance were 
dismissed as part of the plea 
agreement. 

———
Clint J. Dankson, 40, 

Bluffton, was sentenced to 

1 year at the Wells County 
Jail with eight days jail 
credit after he pleaded 
guilty to criminal trespass-
ing, a Class A misdemeanor. 
Concurrent to this charge, 
Dankson was sentenced to 
180 days in jail with 172 
days suspended and eight 
days of jail credit. He was 
also ordered to complete 
357 days of probation upon 
his release from incarcera-
tion. One charge for public 
intoxication, a Class B mis-
demeanor, was dismissed as 
part of the plea agreement. 
Last Sept. Bluffton police 
responded to a report from 
a woman that her former 
husband, Dankson, attempt-
ed to break into her home. 
She reported Dankson left 
in a Chrysler 300. Bluffton 
police located Dankson in 
the vehicle. He failed field 
sobriety tests and blew a 
.17 percent alcohol con-
centration equivalency on a 
breathalyzer test.

———
Angela D Schaden, 43, 

Bluffton, appeared in court 
for a bond violation; she was 
charged with a new offense 
while out on bond. Schaden 

was arrested for family 
offense — invasion of priva-
cy, a Class A misdemeanor, 
after an anonymous caller 
reported she recently moved 
back into the home with her 
husband. There is an active 
protection order between 
the couple. Schaden is now 
being held without bond. A 
pretrial conference is sched-
uled for 10 a.m. on Aug. 15 
in the Wells Superior Court.

———
Kaleb Paul Ace Asher, 

26, Bluffton, appeared for an 
initial hearing last week for 
intimidation, a Level 5 felo-
ny and domestic battery and 
strangulation, both Level 6 
Felonies. The charges stem 
from a recent 911 call where 
a woman reported a man 
threatening her with a knife. 
Bond for Asher was reduced 
to $15,000, surety only. A no 
contact order was issued. A 
status hearing is scheduled 
for this case at 9 a.m. on 
Aug. 21 in the Wells Supe-
rior Court.

———
Joel Anthony Michael 

Huerta, 37, Fort Wayne, 
appeared for an initial hear-
ing after he was charged 

with family offense invasion 
of privacy, a Class A mis-
demeanor. Bond was set at 
$25, 000. Huerta was arrest-
ed after officers received a 
report in June that Huerta 
had violated his protec-
tive order between himself 
and the mother of his child. 
According to a probable 
cause affidavit, Huerta told 
the woman to kill herself 
multiple times and said he 
would pay to see her take 
her life. Larry Mock was 
appointed Huerta’s public 
defender. Huerta was wait-
ing disposition at the time 
the report was made for 
invasion of privacy — vio-
lates protective order, a 
Class A misdemeanor, at the 
time he sent the messages. 
On June 27, Huerta was 
sentenced to 365 days in jail 
with 353 days suspended 
and 12 days of jail credit. 
He was also ordered to com-
plete 353 days of probation. 
Due to the new charge, a 
petition to revoke Huerta’s 
suspended sentence was 
filed. A pretrial conference 
is scheduled for 8:30 a.m. on 
Aug. 29 in the Wells Supe-
rior Court.

Lehman is 
named ISA 
Legislator 
of the Year

The Indiana Sheriff’s 
Association is proud to 
announce the 2023 Legisla-
tor of the Year as Represen-
tative Matt Lehman. Pre-
senting the award to Rep. 
Lehman was Adams County 
Sheriff Dan Mawhorr and 
Executive Director Steve 
Luce.

“Representative Lehman 
stood with law enforce-
ment throughout the 2023 
legislative session and has 
always been by our side as 
legislation is presented at 
the legislature,” comment-
ed Luce.

“Matt Lehman represents 
Adams County and the State 
of Indiana with honor,” stat-

ed Sheriff Mawhorr. “We 
are pleased to present him 
with this award, and look 
forward to working with 
him in the future.”

The ISA Legislator of 
the Year award is an annual 
award presented to an Indi-
ana Legislator who displays 
strong character and a high 

level of integrity, supporting 
efforts by law enforcement 
to make Indiana a safer 
and better place to live and 
work.

Pictured is Adams County Sheriff Dan Mawhorr, Rep. Matt Lehman and Executive Director 
Steve Luce. (Photo submitted)

Jury acquits man charged in 2013 Indiana slaying 
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Indiana is becoming an 
abortion restriction island

Indiana is turning into an abortion island. Girded by 
gerrymandered General Assembly maps, along with an 
anemic and broke Democrat Party, a year ago Repub-
lican super majorities passed and Gov. Eric Holcomb 
signed some of the most restrictive anti-abortion mea-
sures in the United States.

But on a single-issue referendum vote on Tuesday, 
Ohio voters followed a national trend, rejecting by a 
57% no vote a measure that would have increased the 
threshold for constitutional amendments from a simple 
majority 50% plus one to 60%. That sets the stage for 
November, when voters in our red state neighbor to the 
east are expected to ensure contin-
ued abortion access.

According to Ballotpedia, in 
2022, there were six ballot mea-
sures addressing abortion — the 
most on record for a single year. Measures were 
approved in California (67%), Michigan (57%), and 
Vermont (77%) to preserve abortion access. Measures 
for constitutional amendments outlawing most abor-
tions were defeated in Kansas (59%), Kentucky (52%), 
and Montana (53%).

In Kansas and Kentucky — which are as conserva-
tive as Indiana, though both have Democrat governors 
— voters rejected ballot measures to state that nothing 
in their state constitutions creates a right to abortion or 
requires government funding of abortions. In Kentucky, 
52.3% rejected a constitutional amendment. In Mon-
tana, voters rejected a measure called the Born-Alive 
Infant Protection Act.

In Michigan, 56.7% passed Proposal 3, the Constitu-
tional Right to Reproductive Freedom in 2022.

While Michigan, Ohio and Kentucky have a consti-
tutional amendment process that requires a citizen sig-
nature threshold to appear on a ballot, Indiana’s process 
requires two bills in separately elected General Assem-
blies to pass a constitutional amendment qualify for the 
ballot. That will not happen on the abortion issue in the 
super majority House and Senate.

But Indiana voters are not unlike those in Michi-
gan and Kansas. In a 2022 Hoosier Poll by Ball State 
University’s Bowen Center, 56.7% — identical to the 
Michigan result — believe abortion should be legal in 
all or most cases. Most Hoosiers — more than 76% — 
find abortion to be an important or at least somewhat 
important issue. Hoosier voters were almost even split 
on whether they would vote for a candidate that has 
a different stance on this issue, with 48% saying they 
would not and 52% saying they would or might still 
vote for such a candidate.

What does this mean for Hoosiers?
Abortions had been legal up to 22 weeks. But after 

Gov. Holcomb quietly signed SEA 1ss last August (there 
was no ceremonial gathering with pro-life supporters 
for the signature), or instances of rape or incest, abor-
tion will only be allowed up to 10 weeks. Fetal anomaly 
abortions are only permitted up to 20 weeks.

This means that for Indiana women seeking an abor-

tion, instead of traveling to Indianapolis, 
Bloomington or South Bend, they will 
have to drive to Chicago, Kalamazoo, 
Lansing or Louisville, and after the 
expected passage of abortion access 
amendment in November, to Ohio cities 
like Toledo, Dayton, Columbus or Cincin-
nati.

As for the political atmosphere, Repub-
licans seeking the 2024 gubernatorial 
nomination — U.S. Sen. Mike Braun, Lt. 
Gov. Suzanne Crouch, Fort Wayne busi-

nessman Eric Doden, 
and former attorney general Curtis 
Hill — are all ardently pro-life.

The lone Democrat running, 
former Republican superintendent 

of public instruction Jennifer McCormick, is pro-
choice. She told me last June, “I do support the stan-
dards that were set by Roe. I support a woman’s right 
to choose.”

McCormick’s campaign has had little traction, after 
she posted just $250,000 on her mid-year campaign 
finance report (compared to well over $4 million for 
Braun and $3.8 million for Crouch and Doden).

Indiana Right to Life CEO Mike Fichter noted that 
not one legislator who voted for SEA1ss lost in 2022. 
“In spite of predictions by some pundits and pollsters 
that Indiana went too far in its approach to protecting 
unborn children, yesterday’s election results serve as a 
reminder that Indiana is a pro-life state,” Fichter said 
the day after the election.

Beyond McCormick’s gubernatorial candidacy, 
few Democrats are stepping up, though many cam-
paigns begin to take shape between Labor Day and 
next February’s filing deadline. One is Matt McNally, 
who is seeking a rematch against State Rep. Jerry Torr, 
R-Carmel, after he lost in 2022 by a 52.4% to 47.6%. 
Citing “supermajority rule” since 2014 and the signing 
of SEA 1ss, McNally said, “I believe decision makers 
at our state capitol have embraced extreme policies that 
are out of step with our Carmel and Westfield commu-
nities.”

Beyond Indiana, the recent referendum results have 
gotten the attention of Republicans. “The Ohio result 
tonight, coming on the heels of the shellacking in 
Michigan and the unexpected loss in Kentucky, needs 
to be a five-alarm fire for the pro-life movement,” Pat-
rick Brown, a conservative scholar at the Ethics and 
Public Policy Center, tweeted late Tuesday.

“There shouldn’t be any sugarcoating over what 
happened last night. It was a major setback in what 
became a very public fight between pro-choice and pro-
life groups,” Bill Stepien, the campaign manager for 
former President Donald Trump’s 2020 campaign, said 
on Fox News. “This happened in Ohio, which is not a 
pink state anymore. This is a state that is red.”

The columnist is publisher of Howey Politics Indiana at www.
howeypolitics.com. Find him on Facebook and Twitter @hwypol.

Politicking

Brian 
Howey

The honorable Mr. Pence
Mike Pence, after about 

seven years of campaigning 
with Donald Trump, serving 
with Trump, and showing as 
much deference as could pos-
sibly be expected to Trump, is 
now officially “liddle.”

Donald Trump finally issued 
a complete denunciation of his 
former vice president, who now 
has been downgraded all the 
way to Marco Rubio-circa-2016 
territory.

Pence becomes the highest 
official to have disappointed 
Trump with his supposed poor judg-
ment and low character — a status 
that Pence will maintain until such 
time Trump is elected president again 
and inevitably let down by everyone 
around him, up to and including his 
next vice president.

The latest Jack Smith indictment 
has intensified the breach between 
Pence and Trump created by Jan. 6.

Pence got to the crux of the mat-
ter in saying that the indictment was 
a reminder that “anyone who puts 
himself over the Constitution should 
never be president of the United 
States,” and Trump got to the crux of 
the matter in saying that Pence has 
embraced the “Dark Side,” is “delu-
sional,” wants “to show he’s a tough 
guy,” was once the subject of a nega-
tive “major magazine article,” and is, 
of course, liddle.

In political terms, this showdown 
can’t be good news for Pence. On 
paper, he should have been positioned 
to inherit at least an element of the 

Trump base and add 
Republicans who are more 
traditional for a competi-
tive primary coalition.

This possibility got 
blown up by Trump’s pres-
sure campaign to get the 
former vice president to do 
his bidding on Jan. 6.

Pence did the honorable 
and constitutionally cor-
rect thing, and his reward 
has been Trump’s inveigh-
ing against him on that 
day, declining approval 

ratings in the party, and now the row 
with Trump that will further push 
Pence into the minority non-Trump 
wing of the party.

Pence didn’t even get praised much 
by left-of-center commentators after 
Jan. 6 because he has remained a 
dyed-in-the-wool conservative, and 
they’ll never forgive him for being 
Trump’s vice president in the first 
place.

Many still have the attitude that 
Pence has basically gotten what he 
deserves and should have known 
things with Trump would end badly.

Pence’s choices, though, were rea-
sonable ones.

When Trump came to him about 
the vice presidency in 2016, he had 
already sewed up the nomination — 
nothing Pence could do, including 
declining to join the ticket, was going 
to change that.

During the administration, he 
played an important role as the chief 
internal advocate of social conserva-

tives and also was a healthy influence 
on the president.

The fact that he was the one in the 
crucible on Jan. 6 and that he had the 
conscience and backbone to do the 
right thing should be enough, in and 
of itself, to vindicate his decision to 
serve. 

Should we discount what he did on 
that day since it was simply what was 
expected of any person in that role? 
Well, maybe, but when their career is 
on the line, politicians have a way of 
finding a way to defend the indefen-
sible or wiggle out of a tough choice. 
Pence didn’t waver.

Now, the explosive indictment 
gives Pence, even if he were inclined 
to do otherwise, no choice but to 
robustly defend his historic role at 
the sorry end of the administration he 
served so loyally.

At a time when Republicans are 
putting a high value — at least in 
their rhetoric — on speaking the truth 
and showing courage, Pence is really 
doing it. And not over some policy 
issue — this isn’t like being misposi-
tioned on immigration or entitlement 
spending. It’s a fundamental question 
that involved the integrity of our con-
stitutional republic.

Trump would never admit as 
much, of course, but what he needed 
on Jan. 6 was someone who genuinely 
was small, who could be intimidated 
and swayed, and who was willing to 
put his own selfish interests over and 
above the constitutional order. What 
he got instead was Mike Pence.

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry

Rich
Lowry

The Feds fail to see the 
(incandescent) light

Goodbye, incandescent light 
bulb.

You had a heck of a run be-
fore the government decided you 
wasted energy and effectively 
outlawed you out of existence.

The incandescent bulb remains 
one of the greatest inventions in 
human history.

By sending an electrical cur-
rent through a thin filament that 
resides inside a bulb to keep the 
oxygen out, light is produced.

Until Edison improved them, 
the pre-1870 bulbs were finicky, noisy and burned 
out fast.

He introduced a carbonized-bamboo filament that 
made the light bulb cheap, bright and able to last up 
to 1,200 hours.

We’d been pretty much using Edison’s light-bulb 
technology since 1870, so why did the federal gov-
ernment ban it on Aug. 1?

As electricity passes through the filament in the 
old bulb, you see, the filament gets white hot and 
produces light.

But heat is essentially wasted energy.
And since our electric energy comes from power 

plants, most of which still burn coal to produce it, 
that means your grandpa’s old incandescent lights 
bulbs are bad for the environment.

Edison’s once-cherished bulb has been on the 
endangered species list for years.

In 2007, reports Forbes, President Bush’s Energy 
Independence and Security Act “called for house-
hold light bulbs to have ‘about 25% greater effi-
ciency.’”

Then in 2017 the Obama Administration added 
two new regulations that effectively would have 
phased out the making and sale of incandescent 
bulbs by January 2020.

President Trump gave the incandescent bulb new 
life by blocking Obama’s regulations, but then the 
Biden Administration blocked Trump’s block.

Therefore, as of Aug. 1, the incandescent light 
bulb — with the exception of appliance lights and 
bug lights — will slowly disappear from our daily 
lives.

Some conservative people have made a big fuss 
about the government giving Edison’s light bulb the 
death penalty, but, if the truth be told, it’s not the 
end of the world for most people.

Sure, consumers will have fewer choices and will 
have to spend more up front to buy long-lasting 
LEDs.

But LED bulbs have improved so much in recent 
years that half of U.S. households use them, accord-
ing to the 2020 Residential Energy Consumption 
Survey.

I stopped using incandescent bulbs for indoor 
lighting on my own a few years ago. I replaced 
every bulb in my house with LEDs.

I also replaced the 500-watt halogen spotlights 
that could bake a turkey with commercial-grade 
LED spotlights.

It cost plenty to make these changes, but I cut my 
electric bill in half.

But the point here is, in my case, it was my choice 
to switch to LEDs, not the federal government’s.

Unfortunately, not being able to choose our light 
bulbs is just one part of the federal government’s 
war on appliance choice, according to MSN.

The Biden Administration’s water- and energy-
saving zealots are now demanding that dishwashers 
use about half as much water as they currently use 
per load — which is how the Clinton Administra-
tion wrecked clothes washing machines beginning 
in 2001.

Mandating stringent efficiency standards for water 
heaters, furnaces, refrigerators, air conditioners and 
portable generators — standards that some argue are 
impossible to meet and that only make appliances 
work less efficiently — is the worst kind of govern-
ment meddling.

If you prefer the free market and want geniuses, 
such as Edison, to come up with new solutions and 
more efficient products for your kitchen, laundry 
room and furnace room, as I do, then you’re out of 
luck.

The primary inventors these days are the busy-
body Washington bureaucrats dreaming up a spate 
of ever-nuttier appliance regulations.

Tom Purcell is a Pittsburgh Tribune-Review humor 
columnist. tom@TomPurcell.com.

Tom
Purcell
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Four artists will be 
featured in the Dream 
Worlds exhibit at the 
Rolland Gallery at the 
University of Saint 
Francis from Aug. 23 
to Oct. 18.

On Saturday, Sept. 
16, a Gallery Talk will 
be presented by artists 
Lori Nix and Kath-
leen Gerber. Works 
by Thomas Allen and 
Karen Thompson also 
are featured in the 
exhibit.

Regular hours are 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sat-

urday and 1 to 5 p.m. 
Sunday. (Galleries to 
be closed Sept. 2-4, 
Labor Day weekend.)

The President’s Art 
Gala will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 16, 
from 6 to 9 p.m. For 
tickets and informa-
tion call 260-399-
8064.

On Wednesday, 
Oct. 18, at 12 noon 
Thomas Allen will 
lecture on how he cre-
ates 3-D experiences. 
His work is featured in 
Vanity Fair, National 
Geographic and the 
Wall Street Journal.

‘Dream worlds’
exhibit at USF

The Wells County Public Library takes 
its mission to “provide the community with 
access, knowledge and growth” very seri-
ously and offers a variety of events each 
week for kids, teens, and adults.  

 Registration is preferred at most events. 
To sign up, go to www.wellscolibrary.org, 
click on the Library Event Calendar, navi-
gate to the date of the event, and view more 
to get to the registration screen. Alternative-
ly, call 260-824-1612 (Bluffton) or 260-622-
4691 (Ossian) to register.

Brown Bag Book Club 
At the Main Library (Bluffton): Monday, 

August 14: 1:30 pm 
Adults. Held the 2nd Monday of each 

month. For August, participants can read 
any book with “heat,” “hot,” or “summer” 
in the title and bring it with them to discuss. 
Registration appreciated. 

 
Calming Coloring

At the Ossian Branch Library: every 
Tuesday from 1-3 pm

Adults. Stress-busting afternoon featur-
ing Adult Coloring in a restful setting with 
soft music and snacks. No registration need-
ed. 

Theater Thursday
At the Main Library (Bluffton): Thurs-

day, August 17: 10 am

Adults. Join us for the movie “Elvis” and 
popcorn. Sponsored by the Bluffton Parks 
Department and the library. No registration 
needed. 

Board Game Night At Ossian
At the Ossian Branch Library: Thursday, 

August 17: 6-8 pm
Adults. Join us at the Ossian Branch for a 

night of tabletop games. Registration appre-
ciated. 

Saturday Morning Movie
At the Main Library (Bluffton): Saturday, 

August 19: 11 am
All ages. Enjoy a kid-friendly movie on 

the big screen under the stars in the Story 
Hour Room. No registration needed. 

 
Golden Gamers

At the Main Library (Bluffton): Tuesday, 
August 22: 3-5 pm

Adults. Are you bored? Do you need 
some social interaction? Come and enjoy 
two hours of socializing, games, and snacks. 
Registration appreciated. 

 
Tail Waggin Tutors and Therapy Dogs 

International
At the Main Library (Bluffton)
Children: Does your child need to prac-

tice reading? Read to Oria on the 1st & 3rd 
Wednesday of the month from 3:30-4:30 

pm. Read to Reddington on the 2nd & 4th 
Wednesday of the month from 3:30-4:30 
pm. And read to Indy on Thursdays from 
3-4 pm. No registration needed.

Lawyers in the Library: Pro Bono Day
At the Main Library (Bluffton): Thurs-

day, August 24: 9:00 am-4:00 pm
Adults. Attorneys from Sprunger and 

Sprunger with be having a Pro Bono Day 
and offering free legal advice in the areas of 
Family/Criminal Law and Medicaid/Elder 
Planning and Estate Planning. Attendees 
can schedule a 45-minute appointment with 
either Brayton Conley or Kyle Sprunger. 
Please contact Mikala Watson at Sprunger 
and Sprunger to schedule an appointment at 
mikalaAtsprungersas.com or 260-589-2338. 

 
Beeswax Candles: Try It Night

At the Main Library (Bluffton): Monday, 
August 28: 6:30-7:30 pm

Adults and teens. Try It Nights allow 
participants to learn a new activity or craft 
in a relaxed environment each month. This 
month make beeswax candles. All supplies 
provided. Registration required. 

Teen Advisory Board
At the Main Library (Bluffton): Wednes-

day, August 30: 6:00-6:45 pm
Grades 6-12. Do you wish you had a say 

in Teen Programming at the Library? Do 

you need volunteer credit? Join the Teen 
Advisory Board! You don’t need to sign up-
-just show up for the TAB meetings on the 
last Wednesday of each month.  

Library Hours
At the main library in Bluffton  — Mon-

day through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Fri-
day, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and Saturday, 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

At the Ossian branch library  —  Monday 
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Friday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Saturday, 9 a.m. to noon. 

Access the library online at www.wellsco-
library.org for digital books, magazines, 
online databases, event info, and more. 

What’s happening at the Wells County Public Library  

ALL FOR ONE
PRODUCTIONS,

FORT WAYNE
www.allforonefw.org
ALLEN COUNTY
WAR MEMORIAL

COLISEUM
Motionless in White and 

in This Moment: The Dark 
Horizon Tour, Aug. 16; Jim 
Gaffigan “Barely Alive” fall 
tour, Sept. 9;  Johnny App-
leseed Festival, Sept. 16-17; 
Fort Wayne Rubber Stamp 
and Scrapbook Getaway, 
Oct. 6-7; Fall Bridal Spec-
tacular, Oct. 8; Gun and 
Knife Show, Oct. 14-15; 
Brickworld Fort Wayne, 
Oct. 14-15; Cole Swindell, 
Oct. 19. www.memorialcol-
iseum.com

ARENA DINNER
THEATER, FORT WAYNE

“Ripcord,” Aug. 4-19; 
“Murder on the Orient 
Express,” Oct. 27-Nov. 
11; “One Christmas Eve at 
Evergreen Mall,” Dec. 1-17; 
“*LMNOP,” Jan. 19-28; 
“Funny Money,” March 
1-16; “A Delightful Quaran-
tine,” April 19-May 4; “The 
Drowsy Chaperone,” June 
14-29. www.arenadinner-
theatre.org

CLYDE THEATRE,
FORT WAYNE

Attreyu and Memphis 
May Fire, Sept. 16; Bruce 
Hornsby and the Noise-
makers, Sept. 17; Big Bad 
Voodoo Daddy, Sept. 22; 
Brian Culbertson, Sept. 30; 
Righteous Brothers, Oct. 7; 
Pat Metheny, Oct. 8; Static 
X and Sevendust, Oct. 18; 
Larry Fleet, Oct. 20; Kings 
Kaleidoscope, Oct. 22; 
Mania  — the ABBA trib-
ute, Oct. 24; Rod Tuffcurls 
and the Bench Press, Oct. 
27; Marshall Tucker Band, 
Nov. 11; Brit Floyd, Nov. 
12; Brian Regan (comedy), 
Dec. 7; Foy Vance, Jan 28. 
ClydeTheatre.com or at 
1-800-514-3849.

EMBASSY THEATER,
FORT WAYNE

Sunset Musica, Aug. 16; 
Chris Worth, Aug. 23; Kar-
lous Miller: “At the End of 
the Day:” Aug. 25; Hubie 
Ashcraft Trio, Aug. 30; 
James Sanders and Conjun-
to, Sept. 9; Michael Glibicki 
and Dirk Miller, Sept 21; 
Kevin James: “The Irregard-
less Tour,” Sept 29; Encan-
to: The Sing-Along Film 

Concert,” Sept. 30; An Eve-
ning With Ashanti, Oct 13; 
Music Lovers Lounge, Oct. 
13; “Harry Chapin at 80,” 
Oct. 18; “The Price Is Right 
Live — On Stage,” Oct. 19; 
Joe Bonamassa, Nov. 17; 
“The Hip Hop Nutcracker 
(Touring),” Dec. 5; Straight 
No Chaser: “Sleighin It 
Tour,” Dec. 20; “Napoleon 
Dynamite Live!,” Jan. 18. 
http://fwembassytheatre.
org/events

FIRE AND LIGHT
PRODUCTIONS

“And Then There Were 
None,” Nov. 9-11, PPG 
Arts Lab, 300 E. Main St., 
Fort Wayne; “Elf Jr.,” Dec. 
14-16, Arts United Cen-
ter, 303 E. Main St., Fort 
Wayne; “The Sound of 
Music,” Jan. 18-20, Arts 
United Center, 303 E. Main 
St.. Fort Wayne; “Finding 
Nemo Jr., April 11-13, Arts 
United enter, 303 E. Main 
St., Fort Wayne. Tickets at 
fireandlightproductions.
com.

1ST PRESBYTERIAN 
THEATRE

FORT WAYNE
“Bedroom Farce,” Aug. 

20-26. firstpresfortwayne.
org/theater/

BOTANICAL
CONSERVATORY

“An Herban Garden 
Exhibit,”  through Nov. 12. 
www.botanicalconservatory.
org

 FOELLINGER
OUTDOOR

THEATER, FORT WAYNE
 Pa t  Benatar /Nei l 

Giraldo, Aug. 22. Info: 
(260) 427-6715 or Fort-
WayneParks.org

FORT WAYNE CIVIC 
THEATER

“I Love You, You’re Per-
fect, Now Change,” Sept. 
9-17; “Shrek: The Musi-
cal,” Nov. 4-19; “The Color 
Purple,” Feb. 9-18, 2024; 
“Six Degrees of Separa-
tion,” March 15-24; “Jer-
sey Boys,” May 4-19.. Arts 
United Center box office 
260-424-5220; info at www.
fwcivic.org.

FORT WAYNE
MUSEUM OF ART

Open Tuesday through 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
(until 8 p.m. on Thursdays, 
noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. 
www.fwmoa.org

FURTH CENTER, 
ANGOLA

trine.edu/furth
HONEYWELL CENTER 
& EAGLES THEATRE, 

WABASH
Honeywell Center : 

Cooper Alan, Aug. 25; Leo-
nid and Friends, “A Trib-
ute to Chicago,” Sept. 8; 
“The Australian Pink Floyd 
Show,” Sept. 13; “Whose 
Live Anyway?” Sept. 14; 
Mark Lowry, Sept. 15; 
Haunted Illusions, Oct. 
29; Bored Teachers Com-
edy Tour, Nov. 17; Prairie 
Home Holiday, Nov. 29; 
Cirque Dreams Holidaze: 
Dec. 5; American Girl Live 
Concert, Dec. 15; Thunder-
struck, Jan. 20; Little River 
Band, Feb. 2; 360 Allstars, 
Feb. 3; Princess Bride/
Cary Elwes. Eagles The-
atre: Steve Earle, Aug. 17; 
Judy Garland impersonator, 
Oct. 10; Martin Barre, Oct. 
19; Sons of Mystro, Feb. 
8. https://www.boxoffice-
ticketsales.com/honeywell-
center

NISWONGER
PEFORMING ARTS 

CENTER,
VAN WERT, OHIO

The Outlaws, Aug. 19. 
NPACVW.org
PURDUE-FORT WAYNE

THEATER
Productions at Williams 

Theatre on the Purdue-FW 
campus. www.pfw.edu/visu-
al-performing-arts.

SCIENCE CENTRAL,
FORT WAYNE

1950 N. Clinton St. 
in Fort Wayne. Hours 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday 
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Saturday and noon 
to 5 p.m. Sunday. Info at 
260-424-2400 or at www.
sciencecentral.org
SWEETWATER SOUND,

FORT WAYNE
 Performance Center
We the Kingdom, Aug. 

27; “Yacht Rock Radio,” 
Sept. 1; Never Break the 
Chain (Fleetwood Mac trib-
ute), Sept. 23; Pink Droyd 
(Pink Floyd tribute band), 
Sept. 30. Tickets: 800-514-
3849 or eTix

WAGON WHEEL,
WARSAW

“Always  … Patsy 
Cline,” Aug. 10-19. Tickets 
866-923-2618 or wagon-

wheelcenter.org
ABCINEMA, DECATUR

130 W.  Monroe St., 
Decatur.  Information: 
www.abcinemainc.com or 
260-724-SHOW

BAKER STREET
CENTER

FORT WAYNE
“Brass Metropolis,” a 

tribute to Chicago, Sept. 16; 
Addison Agan with Max 
Lockwood, Sept. 29; The 
Arcadian Wild, Oct. 21.  
www.bakerstreetcentre.com 
www.bakerstreetcentre.com

LERNER THEATRE, 
ELKHART

Kimball Organ concert/
Celia Weiss: Aug. 30, Oct. 
18, Dec. 20; TheLerner.
com

VAN WERT
COUNTY FAIR

Confederate Railroad, 
Aug. 31. VanWertCounty-
Fair.com

Area Things to See and Do

This special feature made possible by these community minded businesses:

 260-565-3131
 www.adamswells.com

  A Division of The Craigville Telephone Company 

 Local Company - Local People
 - Local Service CLAIM YOUR SPOT!

$41/mo. for one runs.
$73/mo. for BOTH runs.
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Bluffton, Indiana

LEARN SKILLS, 
& HAVE FUN 

Outdoor Soccer 
League 
CAYLOR-NICKEL FDN. FAMILY YMCA 

Any questions, contact Ashley VandenBoom at 
260-565-9627, or  

Ashley_VandenBoom@fwymca.org 

REGISTRATION 
Deadline: August 24 

DAY:  Saturdays 
U08 will have a 1-hour practice each week, chosen by the coach. 
U11 , U15 will have two (2) 1-hour practices each week, chosen by the coach. 

TIME: TBD (Games played on Saturdays & may be between 8a - 03p) 
WHEN: September 09 - October 21, 2023 
Divisions:  U06 (born in 2018 or 2019) 

U08 (born in 2016 or 2017) 
U11 (born in 2013, 2014, or 2015) 
U15 (born in 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012) 

FEE:   $40 Y Member 
$80 Program Participant 

Register by phone, in-person, or online at fwymca.org 
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DAY:  Saturdays 
U08 will have a 1-hour practice each week, chosen by the coach. 
U11 , U15 will have two (2) 1-hour practices each week, chosen by the coach. 

TIME: TBD (Games played on Saturdays & may be between 8a - 03p) 
WHEN: September 09 - October 21, 2023 
Divisions:  U06 (born in 2018 or 2019) 

U08 (born in 2016 or 2017) 
U11 (born in 2013, 2014, or 2015) 
U15 (born in 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012) 

FEE:   $40 Y Member 
$80 Program Participant 

Register by phone, in-person, or online at fwymca.org 

LEARN SKILLS, 
& HAVE FUN 

Outdoor Soccer 
League 
CAYLOR-NICKEL FDN. FAMILY YMCA 

Any questions, contact Ashley VandenBoom at 
260-565-9627, or  

Ashley_VandenBoom@fwymca.org 

REGISTRATION 
Deadline: August 24 

DAY:  Saturdays 
U08 will have a 1-hour practice each week, chosen by the coach. 
U11 , U15 will have two (2) 1-hour practices each week, chosen by the coach. 

TIME: TBD (Games played on Saturdays & may be between 8a - 03p) 
WHEN: September 09 - October 21, 2023 
Divisions:  U06 (born in 2018 or 2019) 

U08 (born in 2016 or 2017) 
U11 (born in 2013, 2014, or 2015) 
U15 (born in 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012) 

FEE:   $40 Y Member 
$80 Program Participant 

Register by phone, in-person, or online at fwymca.org 

DAY:  Saturdays
 U08 will have a 1-hour practice each week, 

chosen by the coach.
 U11 , U15 will have two (2) 1-hour practices 

each week, chosen by the coach.
TIME:  TBD (Games played on Saturdays & may be 

between 8a - 03p)
WHEN:  September 09 - October 21, 2023
Divisions:  U06 (born in 2018 or 2019)
 U08 (born in 2016 or 2017)
 U11 (born in 2013, 2014, or 2015)
 U15 (born in 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012)
FEE:  $40 Y Member
 $80 Program Participant

Register by phone, in-person, or online at fwymca.org

  

Hawaiian Burger
Tues., Aug. 15 - Wed., Aug. 16

Garlic Spinach 
Stuffed Salmon
Fri., Aug. 18 & Sat., Aug. 19

SpecialS

205 W. Market St.
Bluffton, iN

Mon-Sat 7am - 3am • closed Sunday

Thank you for reading your local newspaper

News-BannerThe
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By RYAN WALKER
All three of the Wells County 

schools kicked off their 2023 cross-
country seasons at the annual Bob 
Dahl Invitational at Norwell High 
School Saturday morning.

Dahl, a longtime head coach for 
boys and girls cross country at Norwell 
High School, was in attendance but 
helping the Bluffton Tigers teams as an 
assistant coach.

The Knights’ boys’ team ended up 
as the top finisher in the county in both 
races earning second place. The team 
scored a 93 overall, falling short against 
Yorktown, who put up 43 points. 

Freshman Gage Reinhard led the 
pack with a final time of 19:00.6 and 
was in 10th place overall as an individ-
ual. The rest of Norwell’s finishers were 
Gavin Threewits in 16th with a time of 
19:12.1, Elijah Jacob 21st (19:45.0), 
Luke Johnson 22nd (19:58.2), Lukas 
Mashuda 24th (20:00.3), Kale Mer-
edith 55th (21:35.7), Zathan Westfall 
61st (21:46.3), and Parker McCartney 
71st (22:25.6). 

Full team race results can be found 
at the end of the article.

Head coach of the Knights, Cody 
Hannie, was happy with the result of 
the race for the most part, although he 
found some kinks to sort out. 

“It went well, as expected, prob-
ably. Had a couple guys go out too 
fast,” Hannie said after the race. “So 
it’s a learning experience. You can 
preach it all day, but until they do it 
and learn the repercussions of it. Next 
week, we’ll bounce back. We’ll learn 
from today.”

Right behind Norwell in third place 
was Bluffton, the 2022 ACAC and sec-
tional champion. The group returned 
all but one of its runners from last sea-
son and is expecting big things. 

No expectation might be higher 
than head coach Michael Vanderkolk’s, 
who thought perhaps the Tigers could 
have had a better showing at Satur-
day’s meet, especially in the back end 
of the lineup. However, he is encour-
aged that his boys got the first race out 
of the way to build upon.

“Four through 10 (runners) definite-
ly were packed together there - I think 
we do have some work that we need to 
do,” Vanderkolk said. “We came out of 
the woods, and guys were out of posi-
tion, out of where I thought that they 
would be, and it definitely hurt us a 
little bit today, but again, we wanted 
that to happen again so we can address 
it overall.” 

The story of both of the races went 
to senior Tyler Godwin, who has been 
the dominant leader for Bluffton’s suc-
cess in recent years. 

Godwin led for the majority of the 

race but, right at the last few steps, was 
edged out by Yorktown’s Wyatt Turner 
by a margin of .01 of a second. He fin-
ished the day in second with a time of 
17:18.0.

Of course, Vanderkolk wants his 
team to win every race, but he doesn’t 
need his senior to place first in the first 
one of the year.

“I mean, it’s heartbreaking winning 
the race for about 4,900 meters — get-
ting a lead like 100 meters in and even 
in the last 10 meters for what my broth-
er (Robert Vanderkolk) said,” he said. 
“Definitely going to be frustrating for 
him, but this isn’t the race we need him 
to be top form at, and if our season high-
light was going to be winning the Nor-
well Bob Dahl Invitational, then that’s 
not really a season I want us to be a part 
of.”

The rest of the finishers for 
the Tigers were Levi Johns sev-
enth (18:23.9), Jude Baumgartner 
19th (19.25.0), Griffin Linderwell 
34th (20:25.6), Ayden Teeple 38th 
(20:35.8), Jackson Rockwell 40th 
(20:56.2), Aidan Graves 41st (20:57.5), 
Brett Kuhlenbeck 54th (21:33.7), 
Branson Claghorn 62nd (21:48.7), and 
Manning Nash 78th (23:16.1).

Southern Wells picked up a ninth-
place finish with 224 points overall, 
and its top finisher was Jarin Frauhiger 
in 29th place with a time of 20:15.0.

The Raiders topped New Haven 
and Alexandria in the standings, and 
also incomplete finishers by Fremont 
and Blackhawk Christian.

Kane Jenkins and Jackson Rock-
well finished in the top 40 for the team 
to help its team score. 

Jenkins finished 37th with a time of 
(20:33.5), Peyton Ellis 39th (20:54.6), 
Kelton Barr 66th (22:10.7), Miles Gar-
rett 67th (22:10.8), Aiden Carroll and 
73rd (22:52.3).

Head coach Monica Edgeman, the 
head coach for the boys’ and girls’ 
teams, was not in attendance at the 
meet.

On the girls’ side, Norwell also put 
out the best performance, finishing 
fourth with 76 points.

Leo was the overall winner at 54 
points, followed by Yorktown and 
Eastbrook, each with 68 points.

Last season, Norwell won the sec-
tional and regional races with a young 
group that included four freshmen. 
This year, the Knights remain young, 
as five of the eight varsity runners that 
competed Saturday are underclassmen.

“They ran strong and were in great 
headspace,” head coach Vanessa Hannie 
said. “I am proud of how they have start-
ed the season, and now that we have a 
baseline, we can build from here. Those 
who have put in work this summer are 

faster already than this time last season.”
Ashley Waldman was the top girls’ 

placer on her team and in the county 
with an eighth place finish overall 
with a time of 22:05.7. Elizabeth Nor-
ris, Hleigh Reinhard, and Brooklyn 
Meyer also were top 20 finishers for 
the Knights.

Norris finished 15th with a time 
of 22:43.5, Reinhard 18th (23:16.5), 
Meyer 19th (23:20.9), Addison Meyer 
34th (25:11.9), Alana Cady 37th 
(25:21.2), Kylee Hannie 39th (25:30.1), 
and Teagan Lesley 44th (25:44.1).

Bluffton finished eighth, which was 
last of the schools with a full lineup. 
Six others received an incomplete for 
the meet.

The Tigers had a team score of 
239, and their top runner was Dakota 
Lee in 55th with a time of 22:43.2. 
Following Lee was Reagan Harris 
in 62nd (28:44.9), Amarah Robles 
67th (30:21.9), Kierstynn Reed 
68th (30:21.9), Alydia Bertsch 78th 
(34:24.4), and Sophia MAyne 80th 
(35:57.2).

Head coach Vanderkolk was proud 
of his Tigers, who are much smaller in 
terms of total runners on the roster than 
the boys and are looking to compete at 
a higher level than last year.

“I’m proud of the way the girls 
fought all the way through,” he said. 
“I know coming into this year, we’re 
just looking to be competing more and 
more as a team every race, and I’m just 
definitely proud of the way that the 
girls competed today and pushed every 
mile, every step.”

Southern Wells only had four run-
ners, so it did not get a team score and 
a final place.

Adeline Sabinske finished the day 
as the top runner in 66th with a time 
of 30:05.9. Following Sabinske was 
Chanie Mounsey in 72nd (32:14.1), 
and Shaylinn Geesaman 73rd 
(32:41.3). 

Boys team scores
Yorktown first 48, Norwell second 

93, Bluffton third 100, Garrett fourth 
108, Lakewood Park Christian fifth 
126, Eastbrook sixth 130, Bellmont 
seventh 153, Adams Central eighth 
163, Southern Wells ninth 224, New 
Haven 10th 264, Alexandria 11th 322. 
Incomplete Fremont and Blackhawk 
Christian.

Girls team scores
Leo first 54, Yorktown Eastbrook 

second 68, Norwell fourth 76, Adams 
Central fifth 92, Garrett sixth 151, Bel-
mont seventh 185, and Bluffton eighth 
239. Incomplete Alexandria, Southern 
Wells, New Haven, Lakewood Park 
Christian, Fremont, and Blackhawk 
Christian.

sports@news-banner.com

Norwell’s boys’ cross country team poses with its second-place ribbons earned at the Bob Dahl Invitational Saturday morning at 
Norwell High School. The team scored 93 points, falling behind Yorktown for first place, who had 43 points. (Photo provided)

MONDAY, AUGUST 14
BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton at Huntington North, 5 p.m.
BOYS SOCCER: Norwell at Wayne, 5:30 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: Norwell at North Side, 7 p.m.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 15
BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton at Union City, 5 p.m.
GIRLS GOLF: Southern Wells at Norwell, 4:30 p.m.; Adams 

Central/Woodlan at Bluffton, 4:30 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: Northrop at Norwell, 7:30 p.m.; Bluffton at 

Huntington North, 6 p.m.; Southern Wells at Eastbrook, 7:30 
p.m.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16
BOYS TENNIS: Concordia at Norwell, 4:30 p.m.
GIRLS GOLF: Wayne at Norwell, 4 p.m.
THURSDAY, AUGUST 17
BOYS SOCCER: Blackhawk Christian at Norwell, 6:30 p.m.
BOYS TENNIS: Norwell at Jay County, 5 p.m.; Bluffton at 

Bellmont, 5 p.m.
GIRLS GOLF: Bellmont at Norwell, 4 p.m.
GIRLS SOCCER: Norwell at Northrop, 7 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: Heritage at Norwell, 7:30 p.m.; Wabash at 

Bluffton, 6 p.m.; Southern Wells at Northfield, 6 p.m.
FRIDAY, AUGUST 18
FOOTBALL: Mississinewa at Norwell, 7 p.m.; Bluffton at 

Northfield, 7 p.m.; Southern Wells at Elwood, 7 p.m.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 19
BOYS SOCCER: Norwell at Woodlan, 11:30 a.m.
BOYS TENNIS: Norwell at DeKalb Invitational, 9 a.m.
CROSS COUNTRY (CO-ED): Norwell at Huntington North 

Invitational, 9 a.m.; Bluffton at Taylor Invitational, 9 a.m.; South-
ern Wells at Monroe Central Invitational, 10 a.m.

GIRLS SOCCER: Blackhawk Christian at Norwell, 10 a.m.
VOLLEYBALL: Bluffton at Argyl Invitational at Madison-

Grant, 9 a.m.
MONDAY, AUGUST 21
BOYS SOCCER: Norwell at Manchester, 5:30 p.m.
BOYS TENNIS: Norwell at South Side, 5:15 p.m.; Blackford 

at Bluffton, 5 p.m.
GIRLS GOLF: Bluffton/Monroe Central at Jay County, 4:30 

p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: Norwell at Blackhawk Christian, 7:30 p.m.; 

Bluffton at Mississinewa, 6 p.m.; Union City at Southern Wells, 
6 p.m.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 22
BOYS TENNIS: South Adams at Norwell, 4:30 p.m.
GIRLS GOLF: Southern Wells/Northfield at Bluffton, 4:30 

p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: Blackford at Bluffton, 6 p.m.; Monroe Central 

at Southern Wells, 6 p.m.

High School Calendar

By JOHN WAWROW 
AP Sports Writer

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. (AP) 
— It didn’t take Anthony Richard-
son long to learn the hard way how 
there may be lim-
its to his excep-
tional ability at 
the NFL level.

T h e  C o l t s 
rookie quarter-
back threw an 
interception and 
was unable to 
generate much 
offense with his 
legs either during 
Indianapolis’ pre-
season-opening 
23-19 loss to the 
Buffalo Bills in an 
outing decided by the third-stringers 
on Saturday.

“Just find a way to manage it, 
instead of trying to force it and be 
Superman,” Richardson said, refer-
ring to his third attempt, an awk-
ward side-armed throw that was 

easily intercepted by Dane Jackson.
The Bills, meantime, got an 

emotional boost with safety Damar 
Hamlin credited with three tackles 
over two-plus defensive series in his 

first competitive 
game since going 
into cardiac arrest 
and being resusci-
tated on the field 
during a game at 
Cincinnati on Jan. 
2.

H a m l i n 
showed no signs 
o f  he s i t a t i on 
and made a key 
impact on his 
fourth defensive 
snap by stopping 
runn ing  back 

Evan Hull for no gain on fourth-
and-1 at the Buffalo 40 to end the 
Colts’ second possession.

Trailing 13-10, the Bills went 
ahead for good with 6:11 left in 
the third quarter, when Matt Bark-
ley hit Tyrell Shavers for a 22-yard 

touchdown pass. Shavers’ touch-
down made up for his miscue ear-
lier in the quarter when Kyle Allen’s 
pass tipped off his hands and led to 
Darius Rush’s 52-yard interception 
return for a touchdown.

Richardson, the No. 4 overall 
draft pick out of Florida and third 
quarterback selected in the draft, 
failed to quell questions about his 
accuracy over 13 college starts. He 
finished 7 of 12 for 67 yards and an 
interception and two carries for 7 
yards.

First-year Colts coach Shane 
Steichen said he was impressed 
with Richardson’s poise despite his 
struggles.

“It’s a good learning experi-
ence,” Steichen said. “He bounced 
back. It was the first drive of the 
game, we get the pick there. And 
he comes back and we start moving 
the ball pretty good. He threw some 
nice touch passes. Good calm, had 
some good things, command in the 
huddle, all those good things.”

By TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer

Cleveland Guardians All-Star third baseman José 
Ramírez had his MLB suspension for fighting with Chi-
cago’s Tim Anderson reduced from three games to two on 
Saturday.

Ramírez, who knocked Anderson to the ground with 
a wild, well-placed punch, will serve the suspension this 
weekend during Cleveland’s series in Tampa Bay.

“Not having him for 10 minutes isn’t fun, let alone two 
(games),” Guardians manager Terry Francona said before 
Saturday’s game with the Rays. “But I’m glad it’s two 
instead of three. We got the final verdict this morning.”

Without Ramírez in the lineup, the Guardians wasted a 
strong performance by rookie starter Gavin Williams, losing 
6-5. Williams struck out 10 in five innings.

Ramírez will also sit for Sunday’s series finale.
Anderson was suspended six games for fighting with 

Ramirez near second base and triggering a benches-clearing 
melee on Aug. 5 between the Guardians and White Sox that 
went on for several minutes and included several other fla-
reups.

MLB handed out its punishment two days after the brawl, 
but Ramírez continued playing this week until his appeal 
could be heard. Anderson also appealed his suspension.

Ramírez is hitting .156 (5 or 32) in 10 games this month.
“I told him, I said ‘Hey, take a breath’ because he really 

didn’t get an All-Star break,” Francona said. “He went to 
Seattle (for the All-Star Game). Hopefully this will be really 
good for him, and we’ll try to make do without him, which 
isn’t fun.”

Gabriel Arias started at third base on Saturday.
Francona, third base coach Mike Sarbaugh and closer 

Emmanuel Clase were all suspended one game. Chicago 
manager Pedro Frifol also was suspended a game.

One of baseball’s best all-around players, Ramírez is bat-
ting .282 with 18 homers and 65 RBIs in 113 games. He’ll 
likely be back in Cleveland’s lineup on Tuesday, when the 
Guardians, who trail first-place Minnesota by 3 1/2 games in 
the AL Central, open a two-game series in Cincinnati.

Guardians’ Ramírez 
has MLB suspension 
for fighting reduced

Colts QB Richardson struggles; Bills safety 
Hamlin shines in Buffalo’s preseason win

(Continued on Page 7)

Wells County schools begin boys, 
girls XC season at Bob Dahl Invite

By CLIFF BRUNT 
AP Sports Writer

It is unclear if the NCAA Committee on Infractions will 
accept Michigan’s proposal of a four-game suspension for 
coach Jim Harbaugh to settle a case involving recruiting 
violations.

Michigan recently submitted a negotiated resolution to 
the NCAA in a case that has been in the works for about 
two years. The school received notice earlier this year that 
the NCAA was investigating impermissible texts and calls 
— including some by Harbaugh — to high school prospects 
during part of a pandemic-related dead period for contact 
with potential recruits. The details were confirmed by a per-
son who spoke to The Associated Press on condition of ano-
nymity because the agreement was not finalized at that time.

The committee could have approved a suspension for Har-
baugh to start the upcoming season, but it reviewed the negoti-
ated resolution between Michigan and the NCAA, and has more 
questions. Now, the case could go to a full hearing, which could 
lengthen the process and push any suspension back.

“It is not uncommon for the (Committee on Infractions) 
to seek clarification on key facts prior to accepting,” Derrick 
Crawford, NCAA vice president for hearing operations, said 
in a statement to the AP. “The COI may also reject an (nego-
tiated resolution) if it determines that the agreement is not in 
the best interests of the Association or the penalties are not 
reasonable.”

Michigan spokesman Kurt Svoboda said in a text mes-
sage to the AP that the school could not comment on an 
open NCAA case.

Michigan opens with four straight home games, start-
ing Sept. 2 against East Carolina. The Wolverines then face 
UNLV, Bowling Green and Rutgers.

Harbaugh, 59, is entering his ninth season coaching at his 
alma mater. He is 74-25 with the Wolverines and has beaten 
archrival Ohio State each of the last two seasons.

NCAA fails to approve 
suspension for head 
coach Jim Harbaugh



By MICHAEL MAROT 
AP Sports Writer

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) 
— Michael McDowell knelt 
down at Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway’s yard of bricks 
and delivered the sweetest 
kisses of his racing career 
Sunday.

The 38-year-old Arizona 
driver became a Brickyard 
champ — and a member of 
an elite club.

McDowell inherited the 
lead on Lap 53 and never 
trailed again as he drove 
the most dominant race of 
his career, beating Chase 
Elliott to the yard of bricks 
by 0.937 seconds for his 
second NASCAR crown 
jewel victory while securing 
a playoff spot. Pole-winner 
Daniel Suarez was third.

McDowell’s only other 
win was the 2021 Daytona 
500.

“That’s a big deal,” he 
said when asked about his 
second playoff appear-
ance in three years. “When 
we won the Daytona 500, 
that was one of the coolest 
moments we ever had. We 
cherry pick the races, my 
family comes to the ones we 
think we can win, and we 
thought we could win this 
one.”

As a result, McDowell’s 
wife and children also cel-
ebrated by kissing the bricks 
after his 453rd career Cup 
start. They weren’t at Day-
tona for his first win.

While his first win came 
by navigating traffic fol-
lowing a crash at Daytona, 
there was no doubt Sunday. 
McDowell won the first 
stage, finished behind only 
Denny Hamlin in Stage 2 
and closed it out by leading 
a career-high 54 laps to give 
Front Row Motorsports its 
fourth Cup win.

McDowell’s victory put 

him on the short list of Cup 
drivers to reach victory lane 
at Daytona and Indy, a list 
that includes names such 
as the late Dale Earnhardt, 
Jeff Gordon, Kevin Harvick, 
Jimmie Johnson and Dale 
Jarrett, who introduced the 
kissing tradition.

And on the annual cross-
over weekend with the 
IndyCar Series, McDowell 
also fittingly joined two of 
IndyCar’s greatest drivers 
on the list — Mario Andretti 
and A.J. Foyt, the only win-
ners of the Daytona 500 and 
Indianapolis 500.

The significance struck 
McDowell almost imme-
diately as he finished the 
82-lap race on Indy’s 
14-turn, 2.439-mile road 
course.

“We did it, we won 
Indy,” he shouted into the 
radio. “We had the fastest 
car. I don’t know if it was 
dominant, but it felt domi-
nant.”

Elliott, the 2020 series 
champion, spent the final 
20 laps trying to chase 
McDowell. He trimmed the 
deficit from nearly three 
seconds to less than one but 
couldn’t close enough to 
mount a charge.

So he settled for a run-
ner-up finish that gave him 
some extra points — but not 
the playoff-clinching win. 
He’ll have two more chanc-
es to as the regular season 
winds to a close.

“I just lost too much 
ground in that mid-cycle,” 
Elliott said.

Suarez also spent most 
of the afternoon up front 
in a race that had only one 
yellow flag and 77 laps of 
green flag racing. He fin-
ished 5.75 seconds behind 
McDowell, the byproduct of 
a hose getting caught under-
neath the car’s left front tire 

during a pit stop.
Defending champion 

Tyler Reddick and Alex 
Bowman, who also is fight-
ing to make the playoffs, 
finished fourth and fifth.

Shane van Gisbergen 
finished 10th in his sec-
ond career start, failing to 
become the first Cup driver 
to win his first two career 
starts. Van Gisbergen won 
in his NASCAR debut in the 
inaugural Chicago race last 
month but had a more chal-
lenging weekend running 
his first oval in Friday’s 
truck race and contending 
with a field of drivers who 
have years of data regarding 
Indy’s course.

“Oh, it’s aggressive,” the 
New Zealander said. “It was 
fine. I really enjoyed it. You 
make a move on someone 
and that gives you the room 
and then they expect it back, 
so really cool.”

McDowell felt the same 
way for a very different rea-
son.

“After winning the Day-
tona 500, there aren’t many 
things that can top that but 
this was a close second,” he 
said. “To have it all come 
together, it’s super special.”

LARSON’S DOUBLE
Kyle Larson’s late-night 

arrival after winning the 
Knoxville Nationals sprint 
car race Saturday in Iowa, 
didn’t make any difference 
to the 2021 series champ. He 
still made it to a scheduled 
news conference before noon 
to unveil Arrow McLaren’s 
No. 17 car for next May’s 
Indianapolis 500.

Larson is scheduled to 
attempt the double and 

the two cars will feature 
familiar colors — the tra-
ditional blue-and-white 
paint scheme with a touch 
of papaya for the 600-mile 
Charlotte race and papa-
ya, blue and white for the 
McLaren team.

“Obviously, I’m extreme-
ly excited, but at the same 
time, I’m so busy racing and 
trying to take care of my 
family that I haven’t — like it 
hasn’t really set in yet that it’s 
truly a reality,” Larson said. 
“When you have days like 
today and you unveil the car, 
all those little steps, it defi-
nitely makes it seem more 
real. But I’m sure once things 
slow down in the offseason 
and I have a lot of time to sit 
around and think about the 
upcoming season is when it’s 
really going to hit.”

Larson finished eighth.
BYRON’S SLIDE

William Byron’s No. 24 
Chevrolet started from the 
back of the field Sunday 
after failing inspection three 
times Friday. Then he was 
forced to do a drive-thru 
penalty at the end of his first 
lap.

But the series’ only 
four-time winner this sea-
son snaked his way back 
through the field to finish 
14th. It wasn’t enough to 
help him in the standings as 
Byron slid one spot to third, 
behind Denny Hamlin.

Martin Truex Jr. finished 
seventh to maintain his lead.

UP NEXT
The series makes its 

annual stop at the road 
course at Watkins Glen next 
Sunday, the second-to-last 
regular-season race.
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Bills defeat Colts
Richardson’s much-anticipated first 
start was overshadowed by the more 
experienced Gardner Minshew in an 
offseason-long quarterback competi-
tion.

Minshew, who is more familiar with 
Steichen’s offense, completed all six 
attempts for 72 yards. He also over-
saw an 12-play, 88-yard scoring drive 
capped by Jake Funk’s 1-yard run to 
cut Buffalo’s lead to 10-7 in the final 
seconds of the first half.

With the notable exceptions of quar-
terback Josh Allen and receiver Stefon 
Diggs, the Bills had most of their start-
ers play the first quarter. Allen, signed 
this offseason to serve as Josh Allen’s 
backup, struggled in finishing 8 of 15 
for 122 yards and an interception. Bar-
kley finished 14 of 15 for 172 yards, 
including a 13-yard TD pass to Dez-
mon Patmon.

The backup quarterback competi-
tion deserves watching with coach 
Sean McDermott expressing concern 
over the offense’s inconsistency, say-
ing it ran hot and cold at times under 
Allen. He credited Barkley for being in 
rhythm and getting the ball out.

Barkley credited his outing with 
being more familiar with the Bills 
offense in having spent four of the past 
five seasons in Buffalo. Allen, by com-
parison, is still learning as an offseason 
free agent addition.

“I’m not gonna say how you’re 
gonna interpret something. But the fact 
is, I’ve been here longer so naturally, 
I’m going to have a better understand-
ing of everything,” Barkley said. “All 
that to say, I think (Allen) has done a 
great job of coming in and learning 
everything that he can.”

LEONARD LINES UP
Colts linebacker Shaquille Leonard 

played the first two series in his return 
after the three-time All-Pro missed a 
majority of last season because of back 
surgery and a concussion. Leonard was 
not credited with a tackle a week after 
being cleared for contact.

“It was big,” Leonard said. “That’s 
one thing that I was kind of nervous 
about, going out there and playing 
against other people. Today was just 
another box that I can check off, that I 
can go out there confident, and be the 
best version of myself for this team.”

INJURIES
Colts: LB Segun Olubi did not 

return after sustaining a concussion.
Bills: OL Tommy Doyle was ruled 

out with a knee injury.
UP NEXT

Colts: Host Chicago Bears on Satur-
day, Aug. 19.

Bills: At Pittsburgh Steelers on Sat-
urday, Aug. 19.

(Continued from Page 6)

By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — Lucas Glover made three big 
putts just to stay in the game and then hit the most important 
shot — on dry land in a playoff — to beat Patrick Cantlay 
on the first extra hole and win the FedEx St. Jude Champi-
onship on Sunday for his second straight victory.

And so the amazing run continues for the 43-year-old 
Glover, who two weeks was No. 112 in the FedEx Cup and 
preparing for an early end to his season. Now he is assured 
the FedEx Cup finale at East Lake and perhaps consider-
ation for the Ryder Cup.

Glover made a 20-foot par putt, a 30-foot bogey putt 
and a 12-foot par putt over the final six holes to close with 
a 1-under 69 and force a playoff with Cantlay, who surged 
into contention with a 64 at the TPC Southwind.

The playoff effectively ended with one shot. Cantlay hit 
3-wood that was about a foot from being perfect. Instead, it 
hopped down the bank and into the water. Glover found the 
fairway and two-putted for par. Cantlay took a penalty drop 
and his 20-foot par putt just slid by the right edge.

Glover becomes only the third player in his 40s to win 
back-to-back weeks on the PGA Tour over the last 25 years, 
joining Kenny Perry (2003) and Vijay Singh, who did it 
three times, most recently in the FedEx Cup playoffs in 
2008.

“Whether you’re fighting something or playing great, 
you just work hard. You never know when it can turn,” 
Glover said. “And it’s turned very quickly for me.”

The biggest fight was the back nine when some of the 
game’s best lined up trying to take catch him — Cantlay and 
Rory McIlroy, Tommy Fleetwood, Jordan Spieth and Max 
Homa.

Cantlay played superbly on the back nine, starting with a 
chip-in on the 10th hole and giving himself birdie on practi-
cally every hole after that. Glover looked to be on the ropes 
and briefly fell one shot behind. But it could have been a lot 
worse.

On the 13th, his approach buried in a hole in deep rough 
and he did well to chop that out to some 20 feet. He made 
that for par. Then, he blocked his tee shot on the par-3 14th 
into the water, went to the drop zone and hit it 30 feet short. 
He made that for bogey.

After tying Cantlay with an up-and-down just short of the 
green for birdie on the par-5 16th, he missed another fair-
way and made a 12-foot par putt.

Glover goes to No. 4 in the FedEx Cup after starting this 
week at No. 49 and has made just short of $5 million in the 
last two weeks. As for the Ryder Cup? Glover would need to 
win the BMW Championship next week to have any chance 
of earning one of six automatic spots.

But two straight wins, and a now reliable putter, surely 
has the attention of U.S. captain Zach Johnson and how to 
spend those six wild-card picks.

McIlroy birdied the last hole for a 65 and tied for third 
with Fleetwood (68), who had a birdie chance on the 18th to 
join the playoff.

Taylor Moore started one shot behind Glover, bogeyed 
three of his first four holes and was never in it. He rallied 
late for a 71 to finish alone in fifth.

Glover makes it two 
in a row by winning 
FedEx Cup opener in 
a playoff over Cantlay

BASKETBALL
WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB

x-New York 24 6 .800 —
Connecticut 21 9 .700 3
Atlanta 15 15 .500 9
Washington 14 16 .467 10
Chicago 12 18 .400 12
Indiana 8 23 .258 16½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB

x-Las Vegas 26 3 .897 —
Dallas 16 14 .533 10½
Minnesota 14 16 .467 12½
Los Angeles 12 18 .400 14½
Seattle 9 21 .300 17½
Phoenix 9 21 .300 17½
x-clinched playoff spot

Saturday’s Games
Los Angeles 85, Atlanta 74
Dallas 91, Connecticut 81

Sunday’s Games
Washington 83, Chicago 76
New York 100, Indiana 89
Seattle 81, Phoenix 71
Atlanta at Las Vegas, late

Monday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Tuesday’s Games
New York at Las Vegas, 9 p.m. 

(2023 Commissioner’s Cup Final)
Wednesday’s Games

No games scheduled.

BASEBALL
American League

East Division
 W L Pct GB

Baltimore 73 45 .619 _
Tampa Bay 71 49 .592 3
Toronto 66 54 .550 8
Boston 62 56 .525 11
New York 60 58 .508 13

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Minnesota 62 58 .517 _
Cleveland 57 62 .479 4½
Detroit 53 65 .449 8
Chicago 47 72 .395 14½
Kansas City 38 81 .319 23½

West Division

 W L Pct GB
Texas 70 48 .593 _
Houston 68 51 .571 2½
Seattle 63 54 .538 6½
Los Angeles 59 60 .496 11½
Oakland 33 85 .280 37

Saturday’s Games
Chicago Cubs 5, Toronto 4
Miami 3, N.Y. Yankees 1
Tampa Bay 6, Cleveland 5
Detroit 6, Boston 2
Minnesota 8, Philadelphia 1
Houston 11, L.A. Angels 3
Milwaukee 3, Chicago White Sox 2
Washington 3, Oakland 2
St. Louis 5, Kansas City 4
Texas 9, San Francisco 3
Baltimore 1, Seattle 0, 10 innings

Sunday’s Games
Boston 6, Detroit 3
Minnesota 3, Philadelphia 0
Cleveland 9, Tampa Bay 2
Toronto 11, Chicago Cubs 4
Washington 8, Oakland 7
Miami 8, N.Y. Yankees 7
Milwaukee 7, Chicago White Sox 3
L.A. Angels 2, Houston 1
San Francisco 3, Texas 2, 10 

innings
Baltimore 5, Seattle 3, 10 innings

Monday’s Games
Houston (Valdez 9-7) at Miami (Gar-

rett 6-3), 6:40 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (Schmidt 8-6) at 

Atlanta (Fried 3-1), 7:20 p.m.
Oakland (Sears 2-9) at St. Louis 

(Mikolas 6-8), 7:45 p.m.
L.A. Angels (Sandoval 6-8) at Texas 

(Scherzer 11-4), 8:05 p.m.
Seattle (Gilbert 10-5) at Kansas City 

(Singer 8-8), 8:10 p.m.
Baltimore (Rodriguez 2-3) at San 

Diego (Darvish 8-7), 9:40 p.m.
Tampa Bay (Glasnow 5-3) at San 

Francisco (TBD), 9:45 p.m.
Tuesday’s Games

Cleveland at Cincinnati, 6:40 p.m.
Houston at Miami, 6:40 p.m.
Boston at Washington, 7:05 p.m.
Philadelphia at Toronto, 7:07 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Atlanta, 7:20 p.m.
Detroit at Minnesota, 7:40 p.m.
Oakland at St. Louis, 7:45 p.m.
Chicago White Sox at Chicago 

Cubs, 8:05 p.m.
L.A. Angels at Texas, 8:05 p.m.
Seattle at Kansas City, 8:10 p.m.

Baltimore at San Diego, 9:40 p.m.
Tampa Bay at San Francisco, 9:45 

p.m.

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 75 41 .647 _
Philadelphia 65 54 .546 11½
Miami 62 57 .521 14½
Washington 53 66 .445 23½
New York 52 65 .444 23½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 65 54 .546 _
Cincinnati 62 58 .517 3½
Chicago 61 57 .517 3½
Pittsburgh 53 65 .449 11½
St. Louis 52 66 .441 12½

West Division
 W L Pct GB

Los Angeles 71 46 .607 _
San Francisco 63 55 .534 8½
Arizona 59 59 .500 12½
San Diego 56 62 .475 15½
Colorado 45 73 .381 26½

Saturday’s Games
Atlanta 21, N.Y. Mets 3, 1st game
Chicago Cubs 5, Toronto 4
Miami 3, N.Y. Yankees 1
Minnesota 8, Philadelphia 1
Milwaukee 3, Chicago White Sox 2
Washington 3, Oakland 2
St. Louis 5, Kansas City 4
Atlanta 6, N.Y. Mets 0, 2nd game
Arizona 3, San Diego 0
L.A. Dodgers 4, Colorado 1
Texas 9, San Francisco 3
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh, ppd.

Sunday’s Games
Pittsburgh 4, Cincinnati 2, 1st game
Minnesota 3, Philadelphia 0
Toronto 11, Chicago Cubs 4
Washington 8, Oakland 7
Miami 8, N.Y. Yankees 7
Milwaukee 7, Chicago White Sox 3
San Francisco 3, Texas 2, 10 innings
L.A. Dodgers 8, Colorado 3
Arizona 5, San Diego 4
Cincinnati 6, Pittsburgh 5, 10 

innings, 2nd game
Atlanta at N.Y. Mets, late

Monday’s Games
Houston (Valdez 9-7) at Miami (Gar-

rett 6-3), 6:40 p.m.
Pittsburgh (Priester 2-1) at N.Y. Mets 

(Carrasco 3-6), 7:10 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (Schmidt 8-6) at Atlan-

ta (Fried 3-1), 7:20 p.m.
Oakland (Sears 2-9) at St. Louis 

(Mikolas 6-8), 7:45 p.m.
Arizona (Kelly 9-5) at Colorado 

(Flexen 1-5), 8:40 p.m.
Baltimore (Rodriguez 2-3) at San 

Diego (Darvish 8-7), 9:40 p.m.
Tampa Bay (Glasnow 5-3) at San 

Francisco (TBD), 9:45 p.m.
Tuesday’s Games

Cleveland at Cincinnati, 6:40 p.m.
Houston at Miami, 6:40 p.m.
Boston at Washington, 7:05 p.m.
Philadelphia at Toronto, 7:07 p.m.
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Mets, 7:10 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Atlanta, 7:20 p.m.
Oakland at St. Louis, 7:45 p.m.
Chicago White Sox at Chicago Cubs, 

8:05 p.m.
Arizona at Colorado, 8:40 p.m.
Baltimore at San Diego, 9:40 p.m.
Tampa Bay at San Francisco, 9:45 

p.m.
Milwaukee at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10 

p.m.

Midwest League
East Division

x-First Half Winner
 W L Pct. GB

West Michigan 23 18 .561 —
Dayton 23 19 .548 ½
Fort Wayne  23 19 .548 ½
x-Great Lakes 20 22 .476 3½
Lake County 19 21 .475 3½
Lansing 17 25 .405 6½

West Division
 W L Pct. GB

x-Cedar Rapids  26 16 .619 —
Peoria 25 17 .595 1
Wisconsin 21 21 .488 5
Beloit 20 22 .476 6
South Bend 18 23 .439 7½
Quad Cities 15 27 .357 11

Saturday’s Games
West Michigan 12, Great Lakes 4, 

1st game
Great Lakes 3, West Michigan 2, 

2nd game
South Bend at Lake County, can.
Beloit 11, Peoria 7
Lansing 10, Fort Wayne 1
Quad Cities 12, Cedar Rapids 10, 

10 innings

Dayton 5, Wisconsin 3
Sunday’s Games

West Michigan 3, Great Lakes 2
Fort Wayne 11, Lansing 6
Cedar Rapids 4, Quad Cities 2
Peoria 4, Beloit 3
Wisconsin 3, Dayton 1
Lake County 7, South Bend 6, 1st 

game
Lake County 6, South Bend 3, 2nd 

game
Monday’s Games

No games scheduled
Tuesday’s Games

South Bend at West Michigan, 6:35 
p.m.

Dayton at Fort Wayne, 6:35 p.m.
Peoria at Lake County, 7 p.m.
Great Lakes at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.
Beloit at Quad Cities, 7:30 p.m.
Wisconsin at Cedar Rapids, 7:35 

p.m.
Wednesday’s Games

South Bend at West Michigan, 6:35 
p.m.

Dayton at Fort Wayne, 6:35 p.m.
Peoria at Lake County, 7 p.m.
Great Lakes at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.
Beloit at Quad Cities, 7:30 p.m.
Wisconsin at Cedar Rapids, 7:35 

p.m.

SOCCER
Women’s World Cup Glance

QUARTERFINAL
Friday, Aug. 11
Spain 2, Netherlands 1, OT
Japan 1, Sweden 2
Saturday, Aug. 12
Australia 0, France 0, Australia 

advances 7-6 on penalty kicks
England 2, Colombia 1

SEMIFINAL
Tuesday, Aug. 15
Spain vs. Sweden, 0800 GMT
Wednesday, Aug. 16
Australia vs. England, 1000 GMT

3RD PLACE FINAL
Saturday, Aug. 19
L61 (Wwc) () vs. L62 (Wwc) (), 

0800 GMT
FINAL

Sunday, Aug. 20
W61 () vs. W62 (), 1000 GMT

TRANSACTIONS
Sunday’s Transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Rein-

stated RHP Mychal Givens from the 
60-day IL.

BOSTON RED SOX — Reinstated 
RHP Garrett Whitlock from the 15-day 
IL. Optioned RHP Kyle Barraclough to 
Worcester (IL).

DETROIT TIGERS — Placed SS 
Javier Baez on the bereavement list. 
Recalled SS Isan Diaz from Toledo 
(IL). Sent RHP Mason Englert to 
Toledo on a rehab assignment.

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Rein-
stated OF Drew Waters from the 
bereavement list. Optioned OFs Bub-
ba Thompson and Edward Olivares to 
Omaha (IL).

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Rein-
stated RHP Griffin Canning from 
the 15-day IL. Optioned LHP Kenny 
Rosenberg to Salt Lake (PCL).

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Optioned 
LHP Josh Fleming to Durham (IL). 
Recalled SS Osleivis Basabe from 
Durham. Sent C Francisco Mejia to 
Durham on a rehab assignment.

TEXAS RANGERS — Reinstated 
C Jonah Heim from the 10-day IL. 
Optioned C Sam Huff to Round Rock 
(PCL).

National League
ATLANTA BRAVES — Optioned 

RHP Allan Winans to Gwinnett (IL).
CINCINNATI REDS — Sent RHP 

Ben Lively to Louisville (IL) on a rehab 
assignment. Sent RHP Eduardo 
Salazar outright to Louisville. Recalled 
RHP Daniel Duarte from Louisville.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Signed 
S Nate Meadors and RB Jordan 
Wilkins. Placed LB Jacob Phillips 
on injured reserve. Waived S Bubba 
Bolden with an injury designation.

DETROIT LIONS — Signed CB 
Colby Richardson.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — 
Signed LB Forrest Rhyne. Waived LB 
Chapelle Russell.

News-Banner Scoreboard

McDowell dominates Brickyard 200 for 
his second NASCAR crown jewel victory
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Give yourself the gift of forgiveness
Dear Annie: My husband was out of 

town traveling for business during our 
first anniversary. So I thought it would 
be romantic if I met him where he was 
staying in Washington, D.C. That way, 
we wouldn’t spend our first anniversa-
ry apart. I drove 13 hours straight from 
work to make this happen. I stayed for 
three days, and we had a great time. Or 
so I thought.

When my husband arrived home, 
he left his phone unlocked. I saw that 
he had texted his ex on our anniver-
sary to meet him at his hotel for sex. 
Apparently, she was supposed to come 
one day before I arrived, but SHE told 
him no. Additionally, he sent sexual 
messages while we were in D.C. cel-
ebrating under my nose.

I was livid! But he says nothing 
happened so I should forgive him and 
give him a chance to earn back my 
trust. The only reason nothing hap-
pened is because she said no. Should 
I forgive him for sexting? I am so hurt 
he thought so little of our marriage and 
first anniversary. — Worst First

Dear Worst First: Of course you are 
hurt. You sound incredibly thoughtful, 
committed and considerate, while he 
sounds like a jerk. Whether or not you 
want to forgive him is up to you, but 
he is not off the hook just because he 
didn’t actually go through with cheat-
ing on you. He certainly intended to. 
Marriage counseling is a must.

Dear Annie: My cousin and I attend 
the same church. We have never been 
close; she was closer to my younger 
sister, who passed away in April of last 
year. Although we are not close, we 
had always been cordial to each other.

Approximately two weeks ago, 
however, my cousin called a married 
man who attends the same church and 
told him she had heard that he and I 
were in a relationship. He said he told 

her it was not true.
I called her 

and she did not 
answer, so I left 
her a text asking 
why she asked 
him that. I am 
her first cousin, 
and if she needed 
to ask anyone, it 
should have been 
me. I have seen 
her since, but she 
has not respond-
ed. I am upset 
and feel she owes 
me an apology.

How should I approach her? It is 
not true, and the man and I have never 
been in a relationship. — Owed an 
Apology

Dear Owed: You are correct that, if 
we were all perfect, your cousin would 
realize how wrong she was and apolo-
gize to you. But all you can do to make 
that happen is talk to her about it. Tell 
her how you feel and that your feelings 
were hurt. 

There is still a possibility that she 
won’t apologize. Some people really 
don’t like to. Then you have a choice. 
You can suffer by expecting someone 
to do something they are incapable of 
doing, or you can forgive her and free 
yourself of that burden. Forgiveness is 
a gift you give to yourself.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favorite 
columns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation — is 
available as a paperback and e-book. 
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your 
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS
The more worldly pleasure 

we enjoy, the less satisfied and 
contented we are with life

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | August 12 - 18, 2023    | 11 Monday prime time

08/14 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
3D Woman Julie & 

Friends 
Unapolo-
getic 

Believers Among Us: A 
Life Reborn 

Our Jewish 
Roots 

TCT Today Newsw-
atch 

Prop. Conn James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Rabbi 
Lapin 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune 

Jeopardy! Neighbor Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

NCIS "Black Sky" NCIS: Hawai'i
"Vanishing Act" 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert 

(:35) James 
Corden 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Criminal Minds "Final 
Shot" 

Criminal Minds "To 
Bear Witness" 

FBI "Unreasonable 
Doubt" 

FBI "Liar's Poker" FBI "Crazy Love" FBI "Clean Slate" FBI "Uncovered" FBI "Discord"

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Bach'ette A woman meets a number of men & tries to 
narrow them down to one who could steal her heart. 

Claim to Fame (N) ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Pictionary 25 Words 

or Less 
News (N) NBC News

(N) 
Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Ninja The semifinals wrap up in L.A. as ninjas face 
six challenging obstacles and race head-to-head. 

Weakest Link "I 
Appreciate the Petty" 

News (N) (:35) The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon 

(:35) Seth 
Meyers 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

King "Mild 
Bunch" 

Modern 
Family 

21Alive 
News at 6 

Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit 

Seinfeld Seinfeld
"The Cafe" 

Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
Steve Wilkos Show "I 
Can't Put Him on Stage" 

Judge Lake Judge Lake Divorce 
Court 

Divorce 
Court 

Son of a 
Critch (N) 

Run the 
Burbs (N) 

Children 
Ruin (N) 

Bump (N) The 
Liquidator 

Chicago P.D. "Last 
Minute Resistance" 

Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
The Great American 
Recipe 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Matters of 
Mind 

Johnny Cash: Man in Black -- Live 
in Denmark 1971 (N) 

Kenny Rogers Live in Concert (N) Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Antiques Roadshow 
"Cleveland Hour 3" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
The Great American 
Recipe 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Ireland Made With Love Aging Breakthrough With Dr. 
Kellyann 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Antiques Roadshow 
"Cleveland Hour 3" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang Stars on Mars (N) Crime Scene Kitchen
(SF) (N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Rizzoli & Isles "I Kissed 
a Girl" 

#TextMeWhen "Beverly 
Carter: Enhanced" (N) 

#TextMe "Deserae 
Turner: Enhanced" (N) 

#TextMeWhenYouGetH
ome "JaRay Wilson" (N)

#TextMeWhen "Kamyrn 
Johnson" (N) 

(:05) Murder "Milking a 
Murder" (N) 

(:05) #TextMeWhen
"Madison Nygard" 

#TextMeWhenYouGe-
tHome "JaRay Wilson" 

FX  24 132 136 148 (3:30) <++ Con Air <+++ Blockers (‘18) Ike Barinholtz, Leslie Mann. <++ Daddy's Home 2 (‘17) Will Ferrell. Breeders Breeders Breeders <++ Daddy's Home 2 Will Ferrell. 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Griffith Griffith Griffith Griffith Everybody 

Raymond 
Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
<+ Friday After Next (2002, Comedy) Mike Epps,
John Witherspoon, Ice Cube. 

<++ Next Friday (2000, Comedy) Mike Epps,
Justin Pierce, Ice Cube. 

<+ Friday After Next (2002, Comedy) Mike Epps,
John Witherspoon, Ice Cube. 

E! News
(N) 

<+ Tyler Perry's A Madea Family 
Funeral (‘19) Cassi Davis, Tyler Perry. 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Movie Movie to be disclosed. Movie

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
NFL Live (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) Fantasy Football Now Season Preview (L) (N) SportsCenter With 

Scott Van Pelt (L) (N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NBA Today (N) Daily Wager (L) (N) 30 for 30 30 for 30 30 for 30 30 for 30 NFL Live To Be Announced 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line The Rally (N) Cardinals! 

Pre (L) (N) 
MLB Baseball Oakland Athletics at St. Louis Cardinals From Busch Stadium in 
St. Louis. (L) (N) 

Cardinals 
Post (L) (N)

Cardinals 
Insider 

Destinat-
ion Polaris

Poker WPT Cash Game 
No Limit Holdem - Part 3 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Prem Goal 
Zone (L) (N) 

Chrisley Law & Order: SVU
"Gone Baby Gone" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Flight Risk" 

WWE Monday Night RAW The superstars of the WWE square off in the ring 
and behind the scenes. (L) (N) 

The Big D "The Big 
Change of Heart" 

The Big D "The Big 
Surprise" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Street Outlaws: Red 
Line "Let's Get Boosted" 

Street Outlaws "Say It 
Ain't Smoke" 

Street Outlaws: Red 
Line "Make the Call" (N)

Outlaws Bracket 4 losers, including Murder Nova, 
Doc, Jerry Bird, & Stephen Chase, get another chance.

Street "After Hours: 
What Happens Next" (N)

Street Outlaws: Locals 
Only "Ego Boosted" 

Street Outlaws: Mega 
"Going for Broke" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 90 Day: Other 90 Day: Other 90 Day: Other 90 Day: Other (N) Last Resort "The Last Chance Part 1" (P) (N) 90 Day: Other (N) 90 Day: Other

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Mysteries "The Hunt for 
Stolen Nazi Treasure" 

Mysteries "Blackbeard's 
Lost Treasure" 

History's Greatest 
Mysteries 

History's-Mysteries
"The Black Dahlia" 

Mysteries "Gardner 
Museum Robbery" (N) 

(:05) Dark Marvels (N) (:05) Mysteries "The Ark 
of the Covenant" 

(:05) Mysteries "Gardner 
Museum Robbery" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 Secrets of Playboy (N) Secrets of Playboy (N) The First 48 The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < The Convenient 
Groom Vanessa Marcil. 

< My Favorite Wedding (2017, Romance) Paul 
Greene, Christine Chatelain, Maggie Lawson. 

< Taking the Reins (2021, Romance) Scott Porter,
Corbin Bernsen, Nikki Deloach. 

Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:20) < Day 
the Earth ... 

(:35) <++ Blade (1998, Horror) Stephen Dorff, Kris Kristofferson,
Wesley Snipes. 

(:05) <++ Transformers: The Last Knight (2017, Action) Anthony Hopkins, Josh 
Duhamel, Mark Wahlberg. 

(:35) <++ 47 Ronin (‘13) Hiroyuki 
Sanada, Keanu Reeves. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Sheldon Sheldon Sheldon Sheldon Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Miracle (N) Miracle American American American American 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(3:00) < 
Justice Le... 

<++ Aquaman (2018, Action) Amber Heard, Willem Dafoe, Jason Momoa. <++ Man of Steel (2013, Action) Amy Adams, Michael 
Shannon, Henry Cavill. 

(:15) < Braven (2018, Action) Jill Wagner, Zahn 
McClarnon, Jason Momoa. 

AMC  45  131 254 
<++ Outbreak (1995, Thriller) Rene Russo, Morgan Freeman, Dustin 
Hoffman. 

<+++ Twister (1996, Action) Bill Paxton, Cary Elwes, Helen 
Hunt. 

<+++ Contagion (2011, Thriller) Matt Damon, Laurence 
Fishburne, Marion Cotillard. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR Race Hub (L)

(N) 
Motorcycle Racing MLB Epic 

Moments 
MLB Baseball Arizona Diamondbacks at Colorado Rockies From Coors Field 
in Denver. (L) (N) 

Women's World Cup

WGN  53   307 The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Beachside Brawl Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby BBQ Brawl BBQ Brawl (N) BBQ USA (N) Beat Bobby Beat Bobby BBQ Brawl
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Below Deck Below Deck Down Below Deck Down Below Deck Down (N) Below Deck Down (N) Couch Talk Below Deck Down Below Deck Down Couch Talk 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob "SpongeBob's Greatest Mysteries" <+++ The Secret Life of Pets (‘16) Louis C.K.. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Big City Big City Hamster & Hamster & Kiff Kiff <++ Cars 3 (‘17) Owen Wilson. (:50) Marvel's (:15) Marvel's (:40) Summer (:05) Villains Villains Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(:10) <++ National Treasure: Book of Secrets (2007, Action)
Jon Voight, Harvey Keitel, Nicolas Cage. 

(:50) <+++ Cast Away (2000, Drama) Helen Hunt, Nick Searcy, Tom Hanks. The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
<++ Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen (2009, Action)
Megan Fox, Josh Duhamel, Shia LaBeouf. 

John 
Wilson 

(:05) <++ Immortals (2011, Adventure) Stephen 
Dorff, Isabel Lucas, Henry Cavill. 

Winning 
Time 

(:50) Telemarketers (:50) <+++ Elvis (‘22) Tom Hanks, 
Olivia DeJonge, Austin Butler. 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:05) <++ Man on Fire (‘04) Dakota 
Fanning, Denzel Washington. 

<+++ Lucy (‘14) Morgan Freeman,
Choi Min-sik, Scarlett Johansson. 

<++ The Eye (‘08) Alessandro 
Nivola, Parker Posey, Jessica Alba. 

(:35) <++ Species (1995, Sci-Fi) Michael Madsen,
Alfred Molina, Ben Kingsley. 

(:25) <++ Perfect Stranger (‘07) 
Bruce Willis, Halle Berry. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(3:30) < 3 
Days to Kill 

<+++ Everything Everywhere All at Once (2022, Comedy)
Stephanie Hsu, Ke Huy Quan, Michelle Yeoh. 

The Chi "Mo' Douda, 
Mo' Problems" 

Billions "Tower of 
London" 

Why Women Kill < All Up in the Biz (‘23, Doc) The life 
and legacy of hip-hop icon Biz Markie.

(:45) The 
Chi 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(3:35) <+++ Bridge of 
Spies (‘15) Tom Hanks. 

<+++ Road to Perdition (2002, Crime Story)
Paul Newman, Jude Law, Tom Hanks. 

<+++ The Talented Mr. Ripley (1999, Thriller) Gwyneth 
Paltrow, Jude Law, Matt Damon. 

<++ Rounders (1998, Drama) Edward Norton,
John Turturro, Matt Damon. 

(:35) < 
Deadlock 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q: I work in the enter-
tainment industry. Hon-
estly, watching people 
chase after the rich and 
famous leaves me weary 
and troubled, particularly 
when I see many celebri-
ties so messed up. Why 
are most people absorbed 
by celebrity personali-
ties? Is it because they 
want to be like them and 
can’t, so they worship 
others they believe are 
greater than themselves? 
Why can’t they see the 
folly of wanting to be 
someone else they think 
“has it all?” – C.P.

A: The more worldly 
pleasure we enjoy, the 
less satisfied and con-
tented we are with life. 
Our world is mad in its 
obsession with pleasure, 
sex, and money. Its ear 

is too dull to hear the 
truth. Most people’s 
eyes are blind — they 

do not want to see. They 
do not want to hear. They 
hurry to their doom. This 
reflects no appetite for 
spiritual things. Rather, 
the culture is absorbed in 
self.

The Bible says that as 
the end of time approach-
es, people will be lovers 
of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God (see 2 Tim-
othy 3).

How do we get our 
values so mixed up? 
Some people choose to 
live life through anoth-
er’s experiences.

Every time life turns 
against us, we stand at a 
crossroads. When disap-
pointment or tragedy or 
suffering strike, we have 
a decision to make: Will 
we turn away from God, 
or will we turn toward 

Him? Will we refuse His 
help, or will we seek it? 
Will we depend on our-
selves for the strength we 
need, or will we depend 
on Him? Which road will 
we take?

One road leads to 
doubt, anger, bitterness, 
fear, hopelessness, and 
despair. The other leads 
to hope, comfort, peace, 
strength, and joy.

When we seek the 
Lord, He will lead 
according to His truth. 
“I have taught you in the 
way of wisdom; I have 
led you in right paths” 
(Proverbs 4:11).

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton has an
opening for 911 Emergency
Services Dispatcher. Appli-
cants must show proof of a
high school diploma/GED and
may be asked to work flexible
shifts. Applications and a job
description may be obtained in
the Clerk Treasurer's Office,
128 E. Market St. between 8
am and 4:30 pm Mon-Fri or at
www.blufftonindiana.net. The
911 Director will contact you
with information about the next
test.

THE NEWS-BANNER IS

seeking a general assignment
reporter to join our staff. We'd
like to emphasize the "general"
in the job description — the re-
porter may cover school
boards, local city councils, and
crime, with room for occasion-
al feature or enterprise stories.
Photography experience is a
plus. The News-Banner is an
award-winning daily. A new re-
porter will join a staff of several
full-time reporters, as well as
multiple part-time and free-
lance reporters. Please send a
cover letter, resume, salary re-
quirements and three relevant
clips (if applicable) to publisher
Doug Brown, dougb@news-
banner.com. No phone calls,
please.

Lottery Numbers
Saturday’s Drawings

HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 07-08-15-16-

45
Cash4Life — 13-15-45-

53-59, Cash Ball: 02
Lotto Plus — 18-23-25-

27-31-32
Quick Draw Midday — 

09-10-11-15-18-25-26-27-
28-29-32-46-47-52-56-60-
64-66-72-78, BE: 18

Daily Three-Midday — 
05-06-06, SB: 05

Daily Three-Evening — 
09-03-03, SB: 01

Daily Four-Midday — 
09-09-09-09, SB: 05

Daily Four-Evening — 
05-07-08-08, SB: 01

Quick Draw Evening 
— 02-07-12-14-23-25-28-
29-37-41-44-46-54-57-58-
60-73-74-76-77, BE: 60

Hoosier Lotto — 02-05-
08-28-29-45

Powerball
19-21-37-50-65; Power-

ball: 26; Power Play: 2X

Sunday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 15-23-35-40-

41
Cash4Life — 01-03-43-

47-59, Cash Ball: 02
Quick Draw Midday — 

02-04-06-08-14-15-21-22-
23-26-33-54-59-67-68-73-
74-75-77-78, BE: 68

Daily Three-Midday — 
07-03-05, SB: 06

Daily Three-Evening — 
02-08-05, SB: 03

Daily Four-Midday — 
05-02-08-02, SB: 06

Daily Four-Evening — 
08-01-09-01, SB: 03

Quick Draw Evening 
— 03-06-13-14-17-24-26-
27-34-38-41-44-46-61-65-
69-71-72-78-79, BE: 24

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $28.2 million

MEga MILLIOnS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Tuesday): $36 million
POwERbaLL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Wednesday): $215 million
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$123
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Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Call 
824-0224 or 

622-4108 Call 
824-0224 

or 622-4108

Sept. deadline is 
Tues., Aug. 29!

Sept. deadline is 
Tues., Aug. 29!

Sept. deadline is 
Tues., Aug. 29!

For as little as …

$123
PER ISSUE

For as little as …

$123
PER ISSUE

$123
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Sept. deadline is 
Tues., Aug. 29!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$123
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

Primary 
Contracting, LLC

Decks • Roofing • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding
Remodeling • Storm Damage • Trim Wood Working and more!

Free 
Estimates

260-223-4276

Owner - Edwin Wickey Competitive Rates!

Decks • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding • Remodeling
Metal and Shingle Roofing • Storm Damage •Trim Wood Working and more!

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

Come See Us for Your CBD Oil Needs

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

J&F Wood Working
Custom Cabinet

New Construction
Remodel

Custom 
Wood 

Working of 
Any Kind.

260-223-4243

Goods & services 
directory

All Plumbing Service
Water Softeners and Water 
Heaters and Water Hookups

Stools and Sinks Tubs 
Showers - Fix Leaks 

LJ Mechanical LLC
Commercial and Residential

Licensed and Insured
Joseph (260) 402-2676        PLC 12300146#

BIDDING ENDS AUGUST 20 - (Online Only Auction). Out-
standing glassware collection in 50 pieces of Fenton, Jadeite 
glass, Uranium glass, Joe Rice and Saint Clair paperweights, 
Kosta Boda art glass, antique furniture, Lionel Train collection, 
vintage medical and doctors equipment, antique clocks, sterling 
silver, primitives and much more. Open houses: Aug. 17 from 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m., 102 S. Jefferson St., Ossian. The Steffen Group 
Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
AUGUST 20-AUGUST 27 - (Online Only Auction) - Mildred 
and Ann Dee Ferguson, sellers. Lifetime collection of country 
primitives and collectibles including brass school bells, oil lamps, 
arrow heads, antique furniture, extensive collection of precious 
stones and gems, antique slanted display case, crocks, appli-
ances and much more. *This is a large auction with many unique 
items! Open houses: Aug. 17 and 24 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 314 
W. 1200 N., Ossian, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., Pat Carter, sale 
manager, 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
AUGUST 26 - 9 a.m. - Multiple consignors. 6632 N. 500 W., 
Decatur, IN. Personal property: Seeburg jukebox, Husqvarna 
Z-248F zero turn mower, furniture, electronics, toys, jewelry, 
antiques, collectibles, ephemera, advertising items, glassware, 
hand & power tools, Gene Stratton Porter collection, 500+/- col-
lection of Star Wars, TMNT, Marvel & DC characters and more! 
Preview Aug. 25, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Wiegmann Auctioneers, 260-447-
4311, wiegmannauctioneers.com.
AUGUST 27-SEPTEMBER 1 - (Online Only Auction) - Mildred 
and Ann Dee Ferguson, sellers. Spacious 5 bedroom, 2 full 
baths, split level located in Northern Wells County. 7.22+/- acres 
with over 40 varieties of trees on the property, 30’x40’ pole barn, 
updated septic system. “Explore the potential.” Open houses: 
Aug. 17 and 24 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. and Aug. 29 from 5 p.m. 
to 6 p.m., 314 W. 1200 N., Ossian, IN. Pat Carter, sale manager, 
The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
SEPTEMBER 2 - 10 a.m. - Marlin M. and Irene D. Graber. 
9001W 800S, South Whitley. 53.5+/-A offered in 4 tracts, produc-
tive, tillable land, home, outbuildings, hunting/recreation oppor-
tunities, Whitley County. Tract 1: 29+/-A farmland w/access off 
CR 800S. Tract 2: 12.5+/-A w/home, outbuildings. Tract 3: 6+/-A 
farmland, possible building site w/frontage on 800S. Tract 4 
(“Swing tract”): 6+/-A wooded land. Inspection: Aug. 19, 10 a.m.-
noon, Aug. 21, 4-6 p.m. Sale manager, Ritter Cox, 260-609-3306, 
Schrader Real Estate and Auction Company, Inc., 800-451-2709, 
schraderauction.com.
SEPTEMBER 3-SEPTEMBER 10 - (Online Only Auction) - 
The Estate of Vincent Tippmann, seller. 2300 Meyer Rd., Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. “An auction of the year.” One of the midwest’s 
largest Indian and Native American artifact collections, unique 
antiques and collectibles, large butcher block on legs, outstand-
ing coin collection, art, bronze sculptures, vintage stoves, much 
more. Brandon Steffen, sale manager, The Steffen Group Inc., 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
SEPTEMBER 9 - 9 a.m. - Various consignors, sellers. Lehman 
Feed Mill, 511 S 000 Rd., Berne. Farm machinery consignment 
auction. Tractors, hay wagons, grain carts, discs, planters, plows, 
trucks, trailers, semis, livestock trailers, tools, lawn and garden 
equipment, shop equipment, livestock equipment and more! 
Consign Sept. 6-8 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Heartland Auction & Realty, 
Inc., heartlandauctionrealty.com, 260-724-3499.
SEPTEMBER 9 - 10 a.m. - Les Conrad, owner. 8383 N 700 W, 
Decatur. Live onsite Les Conrad woodworking retirement auc-
tion! Online bidding available! Nearly 6,000’ board foot lumber & 
timber! Featuring 250+ lots! This impressive assortment includes 
an abundance of walnut, cedar, cherry, oak, live edge, various 
other species, custom made wood furniture, Latina band saw, 
Leneave 8” jointer, Super Max drum sander, Woodmizer LT15 
portable sawmill. Preview Sept. 4 & 8, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Krueckeberg 
Auction & Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.
SEPTEMBER 9 - 10 a.m. - Melvin J & Effie Graber, owners. 
7820S 850W, South Whitley, 40+/-A offered in 4 tracts, Cleve-
land Township, Whitley County. Tract 1: 20+/-A farmland, 850W 
frontage. Tract 2: 4+/-A w/home, outbuildings. Tract 3: 8+/-A, cor-
ner lot, 800S and 850W frontage, possible building site. Tract 4: 
8+/-A wooded pasture or possible building site, fence w/mature 
trees. Inspection Aug. 12 and 19, 10 a.m.-noon, Aug. 21, 4-6 
p.m. Auction manager Ritter Cox, 260-609-3306, Schrader Real 
Estate and Auction Company, Inc., schraderauction.com, 800-
451-2709.
SEPTEMBER 14 - Online - 2-6 p.m. - Farm: GRS Holdings. 
Property location: 7370 E US 224, Craigville, IN. Wells Co., Lan-
caster Twp., 2.243+/- acres include: 1,952 sf 2-story home (4 
bedrooms, 2 baths), attached garage, basement, 4,860 sf pole 
barn (metal roof, half concrete floor), 5,000+ sf historical pin 
frame barn (metal roof), (3) steel grain bins. Open houses: Aug. 
14, 4-6 p.m., Aug. 19, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Aug. 31, 4-6 p.m. Halder-
man Real Estate & Farm Management, halderman.com, 800-
424-2324, Rick Johnloz, 260-827-8181.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Jay County 
Sheriff’s Office is 
currently accepting 
applications for the 
following positions:

Applications can be found on our website or 
in person at 224 W. Water St, Portland, IN.

Any questions contact Sheriff 
Ray Newton or Deputy Chief Ben 

Schwartz at 260-726-8188

Full Time Merit Deputy’s 
and Full Time and Part 

Time Corrections Officer

Jay County Sheriff’S offiCe

For Sale
Pets

FRENCH BULLDOG PUP-

PIES 14 weeks- full AKC, all
shots etc
Facebook- Perfect French bull-
dogs
260-307-3490
angela46992@yahoo.com
https://m.facebook.com/groups
/ 281436650673060 / ? r e -
f=share&mibextid=S66gvF

HELOISE HINT: If you need 
to get your dog into doggy day 
care. Be aware that owners 
will not take your dog unless 
it is social. They want dogs 
that are not aggressive and 
will get along with other dogs. 
Dogs must also be neutered 
or spayed by seven months 
old. Write to Heloise, P.O. 
Box 795001, San Antonio, TX 
78279-5001.

ServiceS
Services

WE DO CONCRETE coatings.
Garages, offices, dog kennels,
patios and more. Call for free
estimate, 260-296-2427.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

LEARNING TREE ACADEMY

PRESCHOOL in Ossian Unit-
ed Methodist Church 201 W
Mill Street Ossian, Indiana. We
have over 20 years experience
and are offering both 3 day & 5
day preschool classes from 9a
to 12p, M-F. Classes are filling
up fast so don't delay. You can
stop by the church office M-Th
8a to 1p to pick up registration
paperwork or call/email Tracie
Pepper at 260-622-0194 or
learningtree123@yahoo.com

employment

LENGERICH MEATS IS look-
ing for a motivated and reliable
individual with great attention
to detail to join our team. The
position is for general labor
starting at $15.00/hr. Send
your resume to
Lengerich@frontier.com or
stop in and fill out an applica-
tion.

Help Wanted

WE ARE HIRING

1ST SHIFT
COMPETITIVE WAGES

FULL TIME EMPLOYMENT

APPLY ONLINE AT
HTTPS://ALH-BUILDING.

COM

MUST PASS
DRUG SCREEN

MARKLE, IN

Help Wanted

Follow us at...
twitter.com/newsbanner

Services

OFFICE OR RETAIL space.
Ready for you with new floor-
ing and paint. 1,188 sq. ft. of
open space that can be divid-
ed to whatever your needs
are. Parking is no problem on
this x-large parking lot. Locat-
ed on north side of Bluffton.
Rent includes water & sewer,
$650 a month. Call Jim, (260)
413-8872.

Office Space Rental
rentalS

MY CARING PLAN has helped 
thousands of families find Se-
nior Living. Our trusted, local 
advisors help find solutions to 
your unique needs at no cost to 
you. Call 866-968-0040. (I)
ADVERTISE YOUR SERVIC-
ES every day in Wells County’s 
most popular daily market-
place! A 20 word, line classified 
for 2-months is $97. Contact 
the Bluffton News-Banner of-
fice, 125 N. Johnson St., 260-
824-0224, or submit online at 
www.news-banner.com and 
click on classifieds.
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MONTPELIER IS

MONTPELIER IS

Montpelier Jamboree
WEDNESDAY • AUGUST 16TH

6 am • Jamboree Committee Breakfast  @ Fire Station - 
Biscuit/Gravy/Pancake (Freewill Donation)

5 pm • Subway Sub Eating Contest @ Main Stage
5:30 pm • Showtime @ Main Stage 

7pm • Chloie Cruz sings National Anthem @ Main Stage 
7:15 pm • Derek Jones @ Main Stage 

THURSDAY • AUGUST 17TH

4-8 pm • Street Freaks Car Show
6 pm • Jr. Miss Queen Contest @ Main Stage

Montpelier Jamboree Queen Contest @ Main Stage - 
Following Jr Queens

Southern Wells Worship Band @ Stage - Following Queen 
Contest

FRIDAY • AUGUST 18TH

6 pm • Southern Wells Worship Band @ Main Stage 
6 pm • Mark’s Ark @ Gazebo 

7  pm • Motorcycle Stunt Rider Kyle Sliger @ Main/High
8 pm • Oasie’s Hill @ Main Stage

9:30 pm • Night Golf Parade
10  pm • Night Golf Cart Parade (Line up 9:30 pm-Angle Drive 

at school) Open to anyone who wants to show their Jamboree 
Spirit. Theme: “Welcome to the Jungle”

SATURDAY • AUGUST 19TH

11:30 am • Jamboree Parade - Theme: Welcome to the Jungle! 
- Parade Line-up @ Football Field

1 pm • TRSS Drum Corp. @ Main Stage
4 pm • Bro Shadow Club Kiddie Tractor Pull @ High Street - 

Registration: 3:30 pm  
8 pm • National Music Concert with Saving Abel $7 at 

Gate @ Main Stage - Gates and Beer Garden (21+) Open 6:00 pm

AMERICAN LEGION POST 156 EVENTS:
Friday, Aug. 18th: Lost in Reality Band: 9 pm-1 am
Saturday, Aug. 19th: DJ Wobbly Wob: 9 pm-1 am

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION POST 156 
EVENTS:

Saturday, Aug. 19th: 7 -10 am • Breakfast @ American 
Legion Banquet Hall

Famous Baked Steak Sandwich with chips, cookie and 
drink @ American Legion Banquet Hall - $10/pp. Noon until sold 

out

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY EVENTS:
Thursday, Aug. 17th: Queen Contest 

at 7 pm on Main Stage

TRI KAPPA FOOD EVENTS: 
Taco Potatoes and Loaded Nachos

Wednesday 5:00 pm
Thursday 5:00 pm

Friday 2:00 pm 
Saturday 1:00 pm

WORSHIP SERVICE AT CIVIC CENTER: 
Sunday, Aug. 20th at 6 p.m.

Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier Montpelier 
Wednesday, August 16th – Saturday, August 19th

FREE RIDE WRIST BANDS
Wednesday, Aug. 16th 
& Saturday, Aug. 19th
Free wristbands will be handed 

out to the � rst 100 kids age 
15 and under. Please check 
Facebook or the ticket booth 
for times. A CHILD MUST BE 

PRESENT AND IN LINE to 
receive the wristband. 

NO SPOT HOLDING.

109 W. Huntington St. • P.O. Box 8
Montpelier, IN 47359

Kathy Casterline
Manager

P: (765) 728-2246
C: (765) 348-7411

KathyCasterline@NeffRealtyLLC.com

410 E. Spring Street
Bluffton, IN 46714
Main: (260) 827-2200
www.weg-cm.com
www.weg.net

400 East Logan 
St., Markle, IN

260-758-3121

WAYNE      METALS

(260) 824-3428
2321 E. 150 N

Bluffton, IN 46714

irvmat.com

(765) 728-5335
5067 E. Cummins Rd. 
Montpelier, IN 47359

Enjoy the Fair!

FISHER'S
GARAGE DOORS, LLC

S A L E S  &  S E R V I C E

• Replace Broken Springs
& Cables on All Makes

• Replace or Repair Doors
& Openers on All Makes

Wells
Jay
Allen 
Grant
Adams 
Blackford
Huntington 

&RESIDENTIAL  
COMMERCIAL

“Large Enough to Serve, Small Enough to Care”

260-849-0206 • www.fishersgaragedoors.com

SALES — SERVICE — INSTALLATION

260-824-8888 • www.stylusav.com •

Comprehensive  Technology Systems Integrator

961 North Main Street 
Bluffton, IN

 Consulting, Design, Installation Equipment Training, Maintenance

Enjoy the Jamboree!

Theme: Welcome to the Jungle!

Tri Kappa Menu
Soft Drinks, Water, 

Gatorade: $2
Hot Dogs: $2

Hot Dogs w/taco meat 
or cheese: $3

Hot Dog w/meat and 
cheese: $5
Nachos: $8

Baked Potato: $9
Toppings: Taco Meat, 
Mild Nacho Cheese, 

Broccoli, Sour Cream, 
Spray Margarine, onions 

and jalapenos.

Niger’s junta gains upper hand over regional bloc threatening military force
By SAM MEDNICK 

Associated Press
NIAMEY, Niger (AP) — 

One week after a deadline 
passed for mutinous soldiers 
in Niger to reinstate the 
country’s ousted president 
or face military intervention, 
the junta has not acquiesced. 
No military action has been 
taken and the coup leaders 
appear to have gained the 
upper hand over the regional 
group that issued the threat, 
analysts say.

The West African bloc 
ECOWAS had given the 
soldiers that overthrew 
Niger’s democratically 
elected President Mohamed 
Bazoum until last Sunday 
to release and reinstate him 
or they threatened military 
action. On Thursday, the 
bloc ordered the deploy-
ment of a “standby” force to 
restore constitutional rule in 
Niger, with Nigeria, Benin, 
Senegal and Ivory Coast 
saying they would contrib-
ute troops.

But it’s unclear when, 
how or if the troops will 
deploy. The move could 
take weeks or months to set 
into motion, and while the 
bloc decides what to do the 
junta is gaining power, some 
observers say.

“It looks as though the 
putschists have won and 
will stay ... The putschists 
are holding all the cards and 
have cemented their rule,” 
said Ulf Laessing, head of 
the Sahel program at the 
Konrad Adenauer Founda-
tion, a think tank.

ECOWAS is unlikely 
to intervene militarily and 
risk dragging Niger into 
civil war, he said, adding 
that ECOWAS and West-
ern countries would instead 
likely press the junta to 
agree to a short transition 
period.

Europe and the United 
States will have little choice 
but to recognize the junta in 
order to continue the securi-
ty cooperation in the region, 

Laessing said.
The July 26 coup is seen 

as a major blow to many 
Western nations, which 
viewed Niger as one of its 
last partners in the conflict-
riddled Sahel region south 
of the Sahara Desert that 
they could work with to 
beat back a growing jihadi 
insurgency linked to al-
Qaida and the Islamic State 
group. The U.S. and France 
have more than 2,500 mili-
tary personnel in the region 
and together with other 
European countries have 
invested hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in military 
assistance and training 
Niger’s forces.

There was still little clar-
ity about what would hap-
pen days after ECOWAS 
announced the “standby” 
force deployment.

A meeting of the region’s 
defense chiefs was post-
poned indefinitely. The Afri-
can Union is expected to 
hold a meeting on Monday 

to discuss Niger’s crisis. The 
group’s Peace and Security 
Council could overrule the 
decision if it felt that wider 
peace and security on the 
continent were threatened 
by an intervention.

The delay of the defense 
chiefs’ meeting to discuss 
the “standby” force shows 
that ECOWAS views the 
use of force as a last resort, 
said Nate Allen, an associate 
professor at the Africa Cen-
ter for Strategic Studies.

“Given the likely chal-
lenges an intervention 
would face, (the use of 
force would) require a high 
degree of consensus and 
coordination not just within 
ECOWAS, but within the 
African Union and inter-
national community writ 
large,” he said.

But those with ties to the 
junta say they are preparing 
for a fight, especially since 
the soldiers are unwilling to 
negotiate unless ECOWAS 
acknowledges its leader, 

Gen. Abdourahmane Tchi-
ani, who overthrew the pres-
ident, as the new ruler.

“ECOWAS is demand-
ing that (the junta) imme-
diately release President 
Bazoum and restore him as 
head of state. Is this a joke?” 
said Insa Garba Saidou, a 
local activist who assists 
Niger’s new military rulers 
with their communications 
and says he is in direct con-
tact with them. “Whether 
Bazoum resigns or not, he 
will never be Niger’s presi-
dent again.”

As time drags on, there 
is mounting concern for the 
safety of Bazoum, who has 
been under house arrest with 
his wife and son since the 
coup. Those close to him 
say his situation is deterio-
rating with no water, elec-
tricity and a lack of food. 
Niger’s junta told a top U.S. 
diplomat that they would 
kill the deposed president 
if neighboring countries 
attempted any military inter-

vention to restore his rule, 
two Western officials told 
The Associated Press.

Most Nigeriens are trying 
to go about their lives as the 
standoff continues between 
the coup leaders and region-
al countries.

For the most part, the 
streets in the capital, Nia-
mey, are calm with sporadic 
pockets of pro-junta demon-
strations. Any pro-Bazoum 
demonstrations are quickly 
silenced by security forces.

On Sunday people 
marched, biked and drove 
through downtown Nia-
mey, chanting “down with 
France” and expressing 
anger at ECOWAS.

“Niger is in a deplorable 
situation. We are very happy 
there was a coup d’etat. 
Now everyone can go into 
the streets without a prob-
lem ... (but) if ECWOAS 
allows people to attack 
Niger, it will cross a red 
line,” said resident Saidou 
Issaka.


