
By DAVE SCHULTZ
Mike Wilbur of Emergency Vehicle Response wasn’t 

sure how he would be received at Tuesday night’s special 
meeting of the Bluffton Common Council.

After all, when he first made contact with the Bluffton 
Fire Department in January, he sidelined four of the depart-
ment’s newest vehicles for being overweight.

While the situation has been somewhat rectified — two 
of the vehicles were still under warranty and were returned 
to the manufacturer — Wilbur understands that the depart-
ment is struggling with the vehicles in its fleet.

Tower 1, the department’s aerial truck, is now down for 
maintenance as tires and hydraulic cylinders are replaced. 

Wilbur prides himself in being blunt, being quick to 
quote the signature statement by the Joe Friday character in 
the old “Dragnet” TV show — “just the facts” — he knew 
a lot of what he was bringing to Tuesday night’s meeting 
wasn’t exactly what anybody wanted to hear.

For instance, the standard age that a fire truck should be 
retired is 20. The average age of the BFD’s fleet is 15.5.

When the newer vehicles that have since been removed 

from the fleet are omitted from the calculation, the average 
age of the fleet is more than 20.

Wilbur, who heads up EVR, found some silver linings in 
what otherwise would have been a dark cloud.

First, he said, the problems with the overweight vehicles 

were found before there was a crash  — which could have 
had disastrous consequences, for firefighters in the vehicles 
and for anyone sharing the road with them. “If you drive an 
overweight truck,” he said, “eventually the dice are going to 
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Library board fields comments on display policy
By HOLLY GASKILL

Recent discussions about book 
displays in the Wells County Pub-
lic Library brought a full crowd 
of spectators to the WCPL regular 
board meeting Tuesday. 

The board is considering 
amendments to its policy regard-
ing book displays to create a 
clear guidelines about appropri-
ate themes and materials for dis-
play. Namely, this discussion has 
included LGTBQ materials and 
Pride Month themes. 

Multiple attendants expressed 
that this action was being inter-
preted as an attack against many 
diverse communities within the 
county, not limited to LGBTQ 
individuals. Public comments 
were heard from 12 individuals for 
roughly 40 minutes.

“I believe it’s important to see 
yourself reflected in your own 
community, and that an inclusive 
and functional community would 
not work to alienate any group 
within it,” said Jennifer Kirnec. 

“A revision like this would do 
just that to library patrons that are 
LGBTQ, myself included. It sends 
a message of indifference and 
exclusion on the surface, but also 
touches on a broader message of 
prejudice and hatred towards any 
individual that does not fall into a 
very narrow category of Christian 
fundamentalism.”

Similarly, Marin Reinhard, a 
12-year-old student at Norwell 
Middle School, said she wanted 
the library to continue to feel like a 
safe environment for people from 
all backgrounds.

“My family is a multiracial 
family and we want the library 
to be a safe place for every-
one,” Reinhard said. “We love 
the library — and especially me 
because I love reading. We just 
want it to be a safe place, and we 
want everybody to feel loved and 
heard and seen.”

Bob Johnson was the only per-
son who spoke in favor of restrict-

Common Council
gets report on 
firefighting fleet

Mike Wilbur of Emergency Vehicle Response, right, speaks during Tuesday night’s special meeting of the Bluffton Common 
Council. Also pictured are Fire Chief Don Craig, foreground; Mayor John Whicker; and council member Josh Hunt. (Photo by 
Dave Schultz)

Former President Trump pleads not guilty to federal charges
By ERIC TUCKER, 

ALANNA DURKIN RICHER 
and ADRIANA 

GOMEZ LICON 
Associated Press

MIAMI (AP) — Donald Trump 
became the first former president 

to face a judge on federal charg-
es as he pleaded not guilty in a 
Miami courtroom Tuesday to doz-
ens of felony counts accusing him 
of hoarding classified documents 
and refusing government demands 
to give them back.

The history-making court date, 
centered on charges that Trump 
mishandled government secrets 
that as commander-in-chief he 
was entrusted to protect, kickstarts 
a legal process that will unfold at 
the height of the 2024 presidential 

campaign and carry profound con-
sequences not only for his political 
future but also for his own person-
al liberty.

Trump approached his arraign-
ment with characteristic bravado, 
posting social media broadsides 

against the prosecution from 
inside his motorcade en route to 
the courthouse and insisting — 
as he has through years of legal 
woes — that he has done nothing 
wrong and was being persecuted 

Norwell High School board 
hears updates on sports 
season and resignations 

By SYDNEY KENT
 Norwell High School Athletic Director 

Kelby Weybright gave a proud update on 
Norwell’s recent accomplishments at the 
school board meeting Tuesday evening.

“We had a really good spring,” Wey-
bright said. “With the help of our senior 
class, we won, for the first time ever, all-
conference all-sports award. We won the 
boys, we won the girls, and we won the 
overall. Eleven out of the 19 teams we had 
this year finished first or second in confer-
ence.”

“For us it was an incredibly success-

ful year,” Weybright added. “This group of 
seniors helped us succeed and we are very 
honored they were part of our program.”

Norwell boys’ track coach, Adam Prater, 
highlighted the accomplishments of Trevon 
Stoppenhagen, Winston Frauhiger, and Jake 
Parker at the Northern Wells School board 
meeting Tuesday evening. The three stu-
dents competed in four separate events at 
the boys’ track and field state meet earlier 
this month at Indiana University Blooming-
ton.

“It was a great season,” Prater said, “As 

Indiana budget regulators 
requiring state agencies to 
hold back 2 percent reserve

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Despite recent optimism about Indi-
ana’s financial footing, budget regula-
tors want all state agencies to hold back 
a “management reserve” of 2 percent 
in their next annual spending plans, 
according to a memo obtained by the 
Indiana Capital Chronicle.

The memo issued by the State Bud-
get Agency last week says — despite 
“our strong financial position” — the 

state needs “to be mindful of unknown 
factors” that could impact “operations 
or financial success.”

The new memo applies to fiscal year 
2024, which begins July 1.

The notice seems to run contrary 
to the latest, rosier economic forecast 
released in mid-April. A new revenue 
report for May showed the state on tar-
get for the 2023 fiscal year with one 
month left.

Erin Butcher speaks with the Wells County Public Library board regarding potential changes to their book display 
policy. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)
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ing the display policy, say-
ing he didn’t want LGBTQ 
topics to be “advertised” to 
children. 

“I’m all for kids learning 
everything, but they should 
learn it from their parents, 
not from the library (dis-
plays),” Johnson said. 

Board member Matt Yer-
gler brought this item to the 
board’s attention ahead of its 
routine review. Yergler stat-
ed the action was unintend-
ed to make any patrons feel 
unwelcome in the library, 
but he felt the library should 
consider how they were ele-
vating particular ideologies 
within their displays. 

Yergler noted that the 
library isn’t permitted to 
display religious materials 
either. However, Library 
Director Sarah MacNeill 
later clarified the library 
is restricted from religious 
ornamentation, not book dis-
plays. 

Ultimately, two policies 
were considered Tuesday 
— the original policy, which 
pertains to book displays 
organized by third parties, 
and another policy for dis-
plays organized by library 
staff. Neither policy was 
approved and will be revised 
considering the board’s 
feedback. 

The first policy has been 
expanded from its original 
version to include specific 
topics deemed inappropri-
ate. This section of the dis-
play policy reads: “Displays, 
postings, bulletin boards, 
and exhibits; when not relat-
ed to library materials, pro-
grams, events, or activities; 
must not present one side or 
one view of a controversial 
subject. Displays, postings, 
bulletin boards, and exhibits 
on such issues as political 
views, gender identification, 
racial issues, or religious 
views should be avoided 
unless more than one view 
is represented. Question-
able material is referred to 
the library director for final 
approval.”

To this, board member 
Dustin Brown stated there 
should be a mechanism for 
determining what items 
were considered “controver-
sial.” 

The second policy, draft-
ed by board member John 
Stauffer, addresses materi-
als featured by the library. 
It declares all library mate-
rials are suitable for display 
under an appropriate theme 

for awareness, education 
or entertainment. It also 
grants permission to library 
staff to manage these dis-
plays and adjust them as 
needed.

Regarding specific top-
ics, the policy reads: “The 
topics should be appropriate 
for the section of the library 
they are to be displayed in. 
Examples of appropriate 
themes include but are not 
limited to: Federal Holi-
days, historical events and 
periods, life long learning 
interests, and various fiction 
themes. Examples of themes 
which should be avoided: 
singular positions politi-
cal in nature, singular posi-
tions on scientific theory, 
representation of a single 
religion, representation of a 
single political party, topics 
which by nature exist to pro-
mote an idea.” 

Stauffer expanded by 
stating he wants to cre-
ate a welcoming environ-
ment for everyone in the 
community, but the library 
should consider a suitable 
way to display its materi-
als. Rather than display cat-
egories of Pride Month or 
Black Lives Matter, which 
culturally contain political 
implications, Stauffer stated 
the library should consider 
categories of historical rel-
evancy, like Juneteenth. 

Brown agreed all mate-
rials were appropriate to 
display under a relevant cat-
egory, but questioned how 
they should determine these 
categories. He suggested 
the library display materials 
similarly to their categoriza-
tion within the library — a 
display for biographies, a 
display for fiction, and so 

on.
Board member Steve 

Tabor said this system 
would become muddied 
with the larger categories, 
like fiction.

“Perhaps we could go 
back to trusting our direc-
tors and department heads 
that are educated in the prin-
ciples of libraries and allow 
them to do what they’ve 
been trained to do,” Tabor 
said. 

Yergler, however, dis-
agreed with the basis that 
every book in the library 
could be displayed. 

“If every book in our 
library collection is worthy 
of display, then we can just 
display the same themes,” 
Yergler said. 

The board then discussed 
reviewing previous displays 
to gain insight into how 
they might create the policy, 
which is where the board 
ended its discussion. The 
policy committee, composed 
of Yergler, Tabor and board 
member Kim Gentis, will 
continue revising the lan-
guage.

Many of the other public 
comments echoed the sen-
timents shared by Kirnec 
and Reinhard, asking the 
board to shape the policy to 
recognize the diverse back-
grounds of those within the 
community. 

The library, said Kyra 
Stroud, saved her life at 13 
years old. Stroud said she 
had come to the library to 
draft a letter before harm-
ing herself, but ultimately, 
knowing she was welcome 
in that environment allowed 
her to confide in a staff 
member. 

Because of this story 

and others, John Huseman 
asked the board to consider 
its phrasing regarding where 
displays with certain infor-
mation should be allowed. 
Huseman said it was clear 
young people were strug-
gling with difficult top-
ics, and should know that 
resources are available.

Rebecca Brown also rec-
ognized the hard work of the 
library staff amidst this con-
versation. 

“(The staff ’s) excite-
ment and sharing the love of 
reading with others is never 
dampened by the appear-
ance education or socioeco-
nomic communities are situ-
ations in which those that 
they serve,” Brown said. 
“These librarians bring their 
A-game every day. They 
have no alternative — and 
shame on us for assuming 
that they do.”

Other comments were 
heard from Haley Ashman, 
Mellanie Hollingsworth, 
Carla Castro, Matthew 
Morales, Erin Butcher and 
Deb Barrick. 

In closing, Stauffer 
thanked everyone for shar-
ing their thoughts and expe-
riences. 

“I appreciate that every-
one who came to share 
tonight was going to do 
so,” Stauffer said. “I know 
these are really difficult 
topics to talk about, and 
I’m thankful for the library 
staff that makes you all feel 
like you could come and do 
this. We as a board, want to 
make sure we continue to 
have the library be a place 
where you and your kids, 
my kids, my parents can all 
come in.”

holly@news-banner.com
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NHS board

Library board Weather
Wednesday, June 14, 2023

(24-hour observations at 10:14 p.m. Tuesday)
High: 61; Low: 51; Precipitation: 0.50 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.79  

feet at 7:45 p.m. Tuesday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 74. Northwest 

wind around 10 mph. 
Tonight: Mostly clear, with a low around 52. West wind 

around 5 mph. 
Thursday: A 40 percent chance of showers and thun-

derstorms after 2 p.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 82. 
Southwest wind 5 to 10 mph. 

Thursday Night: A chance of showers and thunder-
storms before 11 p.m., then a slight chance of showers 
between 11 p.m. and 2 a.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 
54. North wind 5 to 10 mph. Chance of precipitation is 30%.

Friday: Sunny, with a high near 77.
Friday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 52.
Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 82.
Saturday Night: A 20 percent chance of showers after 2 

a.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 58.
Sunday: A slight chance of showers, then a chance of 

showers and thunderstorms after 2 p.m. Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 84. Chance of precipitation is 30 percent.

Sunday Night: A 40 percent chance of showers and 
thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 59.

Juneteenth: A 40 percent chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Partly sunny, with a high near 82.

Monday Night: A chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
Partly cloudy, with a low around 60.

Tuesday: A chance of showers and thunderstorms. Most-
ly sunny, with a high near 81.
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Board members John Stauffer, Matt Yergler, and Dustin Brown pictured fielding comments from 
the public to inform their policymaking. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

come up snake eyes.”
Also, the equipment 

problems have shown the 
determination of the Bluff-
ton firefighters to maintain 
what they have to the best of 
their ability. Wilbur had high 
words of praise for what he 
saw.

“They have taken excel-
lent care of the equipment,” 
he said. “I assure you, with-
out that care, your 30-year-
old tower and your 25-year-
old engine would not have 
made it this far.”

Wilbur said a second fire 
station was a requirement. 
He even said a bay in a new 
fire station could be used for 
vehicle repair, and that the 
city should hire a mechanic 
for that purpose.

Wilbur’s presentation 
Tuesday night was attended 
by representatives of the city 
and Harrison and Lancaster 
townships — the three enti-
ties that comprise the new 
fire district served by the 
Bluffton Fire Department. 
He was rather forthright 
about getting good equip-
ment from good manufac-
turers going forward.

To be sure, one of the 

three trucks the department 
had to keep out of service 
was built by a local vendor 
— and it was considered 
an error. The other two, 
however, were built by a 
company that Wilbur didn’t 
have high praise for. He said 
there were vendors that take 
advantage of fire depart-
ments, such as Bluffton’s. 
He referred to them in terms 
relating to the snake-oil 
salesmen of years gone by.

Paying for high-quality 
equipment will pay off down 
the road, lowering mainte-
nance costs, Wilbur said.

Wilbur’s report was the 
only topic of discussion dur-
ing the special council meet-
ing Tuesday night.

During the meeting of 
the city’s Board of Works 
Tuesday, the board members 
— Mayor John Whicker, 
Scott Mentzer, and Josh 
Hunt — heard the results of 
a study conducted by Brad 
Adler about the city’s trans-
former capacities. Adler has 
been a consultant to the city 
on electrical matters. He will 
advise the board further, 
particularly on the Cherry 
Street substation.

daves@news-banner.com

coach Weybright said, great season for 
the boys and a heck of a run.”

Area 18 coordinator Brittany 
Kloer gave the board an update on the 
$480,000 grant recently received from 
the Don Wood Foundation that will fund 
new programming at the high school.

Board member Chad Kline 
expressed his gratitude to Kloer for 
the years of hard work and dedica-
tion she has contributed that has led to 
receiving the grant. Kloer recognized 
and thanked Kline as well as Assistant 
Superintendent Anna Murphy, and Nor-
well High School Principal Kam Meyer 
for participating as stakeholders.

The board approved a number of 
new recommendations for positions in 
the district as well as four resignations. 

One of the resignations was Coach 
Dave Goodmiller.

“I want to acknowledge Coach 
Goodmiller,” Superintendent Mike 
Springer commented. “I got to know 
him a little bit during my time here. He 
is a really good example for our kids, 
and a good leader of the program. He 
will be missed. He’s leaving the pro-
gram in really good shape.”

Additional updates from the meet-
ing included:

• Jim Elizondo of Stifel Financial 
gave updates on the Ossian Elementary 
interior refresh project, which includes 
updates to flooring, paint, visual dis-
plays, and lockers. He also gave a pre-
sentation on debt service that showed 
the district would maintain a steady tax 
rate, allowing for more flexibility in 

meeting the needs of the district.
• There will be a special meeting 

on June 26, specifically for the Ossian 
interior refresh project.

• The 2023-2024 Norwell staff 
handbook was approved.

• A motion to send a resolution to 
the DOE to officially change the name 
to “Norwell Community Schools” was 
approved.

• A motion for 2023-2025 adminis-
trative contracts was approved

• A motion for central office support 
staff salary agreements was approved. 
Superintendent Mike Springer reported 
that the district wants to be comparable 
to neighboring districts regarding sala-
ries and offer staff advanced notice of 
rates.

sydney@news-banner.com
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Common Council

Indiana budget
Office of Management 

and Budget Director Cris 
Johnston told the Indiana 
Capital Chronicle that the 
management reserve “has 
been a long running prac-
tice.” Its purpose, he con-
tinued, “is to be able to fund 
unanticipated expenses that 
appear from time to time no 
matter how well the state 
agency plans.”

Johnston added that 
s p e n d i n g  p l a n s  a r e 
reviewed, monitored and 
adjusted throughout the 
fiscal year in response to 
“economic conditions” and 
“shifts in programming pri-

orities,” among other fac-
tors.

He said in an interview 
with Indy Politics last week 
that Indiana is “in pretty 
good shape.” 

“We have adequate 
reserves, we have a bud-
get that spends less than 
we anticipate taking in. 
We have low debt, and 
we’re able to fund our 
critical services,” John-
ston said, although he 
expressed some concern 
about “speed bumps down 
the road.”

“We always have the 
uncertainty about whether 
there’s going to be a reces-

sion or not,” he continued. 
“I’m also concerned about 
the level of federal funds 
that we’re able to use right 
now — what happens in 
the next budget cycle when 
some of those federal funds 
expire?”

Indiana’s economic 
forecast

State fiscal analysts had 
earlier predicted a mild 
recession for the first quarter 
of 2023.

But during the April 
forecast announcement, 
Indiana’s economic lead-
ers said the state was per-
forming better than expect-
ed this year as inflation 

slowed, consumer spending 
remained high and home 
sales rebounded slightly.

State general fund rev-
enue in fiscal year 2023 was 
expected to be 1.9 percent 
higher than December esti-
mates, 2.7 percent higher in 
2024 and 2.5 percent higher 
in 2025.

Better-than-expected tax 
collections, specifically cor-
porate tax returns, gave bud-
get writers an extra $1.5 bil-
lion to incorporate into the 
next two-year state budget. 
Lawmakers approved the 
$44 billion spending plan at 
the end of the 2023 legisla-
tive session in April.

(Continued from Page 1)



The Wells County Cham-
ber of Commerce staff and 
Ambassadors surprised 
Scott Minnich with Minn-
ich’s Lawn Care and Exca-
vating as the June Member 
of the Month. Minnich’s 
Lawn Care is located at 815 
West Cherry Street in Bluff-
ton.

A small company, with 
a big heart. Minnich started 
working at the age of 12 
mowing lawns for fam-
ily and neighbors. “Those 
neighbors had friends across 
town so I would rollerblade 
or ride my bicycle to their 
homes,” explained Minnich. 
“When I was 14 years old, I 
bought a riding mower from 
Steve Gerber. I had saved 
up some money to pay him 
$100 as a down payment. 
Steve told me to pay him 
the rest at the end of the year 
and I did.”

The business continued 
to grow for Minnich, pur-
chasing a truck and a dump 
truck by the age of 16. 
Thirty years later, Minnich 
is still working for himself. 
“I have one employee, Luke 
Zurcher, and I involve my 
son Corbin, age 12, help-
ing in the business as much 
as possible. We get to spend 
a lot of time together in the 
summer and it is great.”

Minnich said instilling a 
good work ethic in his son 
is important, whether he 
decides to work for his busi-
ness or for someone else, he 
will understand the value 
of work. Corbin said he is 
trying to get bigger around 
town and has three custom-
ers so far. Corbin’s goal is to 
take over the business some-
day when his dad retires. 

“I am very fortunate to 
have an employee such as 
Luke,” stated Minnich. “He 
started working on a Dairy 
Farm when he was 12 years 
old and understands the 
value of hard work. His life 
experiences have brought 
many skills to this job that 
I don’t have to worry about 
the quality of work. He 
understands what needs to 
be done and does it.”

Minnich’s Lawn Care 
and Excavating offers a 
variety of services such as 
repairing sewer and water 
lines, grating driveways, 
installing new landscape 
designs, plowing snow, cut-
ting trees, taking out bushes, 
and maintaining outside 
lawn care. “We have skid 
loaders, excavators, bucket 
trucks, and dump trucks, so 
every project is an adven-
ture and something different 
every day,” explained Min-

nich. 
Minnich enjoys the chal-

lenges in the job such as 
fixing people’s problems. 
“It might sound strange, but 
fixing a sewer line is enjoy-
able for me. Figuring out a 
problem and making it bet-
ter for a customer is what 
this job is about. I have 
some very loyal customers 
and have been serving them 
for 20 to 30 years. Our goal 
is to provide excellent cus-
tomer service.”

Most of the work Minn-
ich does is in Wells County. 
“We really don’t have to 

travel far because we stay 
very busy in our commu-
nity,” said Minnich. “This is 
a great community and has 
everything we need right 
here. I don’t think I could 
have built this business and 
be where I am at today with-
out the support of our small 
town.”

“This has been a good 
job and a good life,” said 
Minnich. “I’ve got great 
customers and a great 
employee. Things have 
changed and evolved over 
the years, but I am the lucki-
est guy in the world.”
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Police NotebookKaren J. Kaehr, 83
Karen J. Kaehr, 83, of rural 

Decatur, passed away Tuesday 
morning, June 13, 2023, at 
Chr is t ian Care Ret i rement 
Community.

Karen was born in Berne 
on Dec. 5, 1939, to Ellison 
a nd  E l f r i eda  (Hab egge r ) 
Neuenschwander. She married 
Richard Kaehr in Adams County 
on Sept. 11, 1960. He preceded 
her in death on Dec. 26, 2021.

A 1957 graduate of Berne-
French High School, Karen later received her nursing 
degree from Lutheran School of Nursing in 1960. 
She worked as a registered nurse for over 25 years, 
working for Adams Memorial Hospital, a private family 
physician’s office and Adams Central Community 
Schools as the school nurse.  

Karen was a member of the Apostolic Christian 
Church. She was also a homemaker and assisted her 
husband with the family farm. She and Richard enjoyed 
traveling to Florida for many years and also wintered 
in Florida later in life. She also enjoyed reading, baking 
and hosting family get-togethers. Karen loved spending 
time with her family, especially her grandchildren.  

Survivors include a daughter, Sandy (John) Lichtle 
of Fishers; two sons, Doug (Tami) Kaehr of Ossian and 
Greg (Amy) Kaehr of Decatur; nine grandchildren, 
Stacey Lichtle, Justin (Olivia) Lichtle, Preston (Wendy) 
Kaehr, Cecily Kaehr, Natalie Kaehr, Ellison (Alyssa) 
Kaehr, Gavin (Hannah) Kaehr, Morgan Kaehr and 
Jake Kaehr; nine great-grandchildren (and one on the 
way); two brothers, Stan (Becky) Neuenschwander of 
Montgomery, Ala., and Ted (Deb) Neuenschwander of 
Fort Wayne; three sisters, Virginia Rauch of Bluffton, 
Anita (Keith) Butler of Fort Wayne and Gretchen (Keith) 
Kingsley of Elkhart; along with a stepbrother-in-law, 
Richard Frantz.

In addition to her husband and parents, Karen 
was preceded in death by her stepmother, Dorothy 
Neuenschwander; a stepsister, Vicki Frantz; and 
brother-in-law, Jerome Rauch.

Visitation will be from 2-8 p.m. on Monday, June 19, 
2023, at Goodwin – Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel 
in Bluffton. Services will be held at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, 
June 20, 2023, at the Bluffton North Apostolic Christian 
Church, with Preston Kaehr and Brent Kaehr officiating. 
There will be additional visitation at the church prior to 
the service, from 9-9:45 a.m. Burial will follow at the 
Apostolic Christian Cemetery in Adams County.

Memorial contributions may be made to Christian 
Care Retirement Community.

On l ine  condo lences  may be  made a t  
www.goodwincaleharnish.com.

OBITUARIES

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

FREE INFORMATION - FREE EDUCATION ON 
ALL OUR PRODUCTS WE ARE FORMER TEACHERS

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service
WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS

Preston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

Flash Sale
60% Off

2446 E 350 N, Bluff ton, IN • 260-273-0222

COUNTRY ROAD PRIMITIVES
Gifts, Home Decor & Bereavement

60 Minutes Only
Saturday, June 17th • 10 - 11 am

(Excludes Bereavement and Bijou)
Don’t miss out on this Huge Savings Flash Sale

INCIDENTS
City:
Monday, 3:59 p.m., Pine 

Grove Apartments. Caller 
requesting assistance with 
transportation for child. 

Monday. 4:06 p.m., cor-
ner of North Main and East 
Market streets. Assisted with 
pushing broken down vehi-
cle to space where Welches 
could asses the issue.

Monday, 5:12 p.m., cor-
ner of South Williams and 
West Arnold streets. Report 
of a dog biting another dog.

Monday, 9:34 p.m., 800 
block of Lancaster Street. 
Report of noise complaint. 
No music heard.

Tuesday, 2:19 a.m., Prax-
is. Woman discharged at 8 
p.m. refusing to leave. She 
ultimately accepted a ride 
from Praxis to Fort Wayne.

Tuesday, 9:54 a.m., 800 
block of Cari Drive. Report 
of woman yelling at man 
that wouldn’t get out of her 
car.

County:
Monday, 3:03 p.m., 

northwest Ind. 116 and north 
100W. Assisted semi who 
made a wrong turn. Deputy 

shut down the road so the 
driver could back through 
the intersection.

Monday, 6:01 p.m., resi-
dence on Main Street, Lib-
erty Center. Caller reported 
their dog was attacked by 
their neighbor’s dog. The 
neighbor stated both dogs 
have gone back and forth 
between the properties. Both 
parties advised to keep their 
dogs in their respective yards 
and seek an attorney for any 
damages. 

Monday, 7:39 p.m., west 
525N and north 300W. Cita-
tion issued for 90 in a 55 
mph zone. 

Monday, 9:44 p.m., west 
Ind. 218 and south 200W. 
Vehicle observed travelling 
75 in a 55 mph zone. The 
juvenile driver advised they 
were driving to their par-
ent’s house just down the 
road. The smell of alcohol 
was immediately identified 
on the driver, but the driver 
stated they hadn’t had any-
thing to drink. The driver 
later admitted to having one 
alcoholic beverage before he 
got in the car, and another 
about 1.5 hours before then. 

A preliminary breath test 
returned at 0.015 percent. 
The deputy also located two 
vapes on the juvenile. The 
juvenile was referred to pro-
bation for illegal consump-
tion of alcohol by a minor, 
a Class C misdemeanor, 
and speeding and posses-
sion of electronic cigarettes 
by a minor, both infractions. 
The juvenile was released to 
their mother. 

Monday, 11:21 p.m., 
Wells County 4-H Park. K9 
deployed to help search for a 
watch. K9 unable to find the 
watch. 

Monday, 11:54 p.m., 
Bluffton. Man reported 
his stepfather had grabbed 
him by the throat and made 
threats. The man punched 
his stepfather and the two 
were separated. Several peo-
ple witnessed the incident 
and gave similar accounts. 
Neither party wanted to 
press charges. 

Tuesday, 4:11 a.m., west 
Railroad Street and west 
U.S. 224. Two men seen 
driving house-to-house and 
reportedly delivering pack-
ages. Vehicle was later 

located and then men were 
actually delivering packages. 
They men were warned for 
their driving. 

Tuesday, 11:19 a.m., 
residence on south Hoosier 
Highway, Bluffton. Man 
reported his wife had sto-
len items from his vehicle. 
Deputy advised it was a 
civil matter since the two are 
legally married. 

ACCIDENTS
City:
Monday, 8:39 p.m., 

Walmart. Ralph San Juan 
was stopped at the light at 
the Walmart parking lot 
and North Main Street. He 
noticed the light turn green, 
looked away, and then pro-
ceeded forward thinking 
the vehicle in front of him 
had proceeded. He collided 
with the rear end of Jeffrey 
Chauvin’s Altima. No inju-
ries were reported. Dam-
ages estimated at $2.501-
$5,000. 

ARRESTS
Aung Lay, 47, Fort 

Wayne; driving while sus-
pended, a Class A mis-
demeanor. Booked and 
released. 

Pictured in the photo from 
left, Piercen Harnish of 
Shelton Financial, Heather 
Morgan of National Oil & Gas, 
Jayde Ketring of First Bank of 
Berne, Keith Muhlenkamp of 
First Merchants Bank, Luke 
Zurcher of Minnich’s Lawn 
Care and Excavating, Doug 
Fear of Edward Jones, Scott 
Minnich and Corbin Minnich 
of Minnich’s Lawn Care and 
Excavating, Wells County 
Chamber of Commerce Exec-
utive Director Erin Prible, and 
Erin Daugherty of State Farm 
Insurance. (Photo submitted)

Minnich’s receives monthly recognitionBy TOM DAVIES 
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) 
— An Indiana state lawmak-
er isn't facing any immediate 
legislative discipline after 
pleading guilty to drunken 
driving charges for crashing 
his pickup truck through an 
interstate highway guardrail 
and driving away.

Republican Rep. Jim 
Lucas of Seymour signed 
an agreement Monday with 
the prosecutor in southern 
Indiana's Jackson County 
in which he pleaded guilty 
to misdemeanor charges of 
driving while intoxicated 
and leaving the scene of the 
accident.

Lucas said in a statement 
after Monday's court hear-
ing that he took "full respon-
sibility" for his actions sur-
rounding the May 31 crash 
and would continue in his 
legislative position.

Repub l i c an  H ous e 
Speaker Todd Huston said 
Tuesday he had not yet 
reviewed the plea agreement 
and wanted to see that Lucas 
gets "the help that he needs 
and make sure that situation 
doesn't happen again."

When asked whether 
Lucas would face any dis-
ciplinary action by the Leg-
islature, Huston said he was 
"obviously disappointed" by 
Lucas' actions.

"I haven't had really a 
chance to talk to him," Hus-
ton said. "I'll take a look at it 
and see what we do moving 
forward."

This year's legislative 
session ended in April and 
lawmakers won't return for 
another full-time session 
until January.

The plea agreement calls 
for no additional jail time for 
Lucas, 58, as long as he com-
pletes at least 180 days of 
supervised probation, includ-
ing alcohol or drug abuse 
treatment if mandated by the 
county probation department, 
and pays about $4,000 in res-
titution to the state highway 
department to repair damage 
from the crash.

Lucas, who was first 
elected to the Legislature 
in 2012, is allowed to keep 
his position as state law only 
prohibits those with felony 
convictions from hold-
ing elected office. Lucas is 
a prominent supporter of 
legalizing marijuana and 
loosening state gun laws. He 
has faced controversy sev-
eral times over social media 
posts decried as "sickening" 
by Democrats and "unac-
ceptable" by Republicans.

Jackson County Pros-
ecutor Jeff Chalfant said the 
plea agreement with Lucas 
was standard for a first-time 
drunken driving charge.

No legislative 
discipline in sight for 
Indiana Rep. Lucas
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Today is Wednesday, 
June 14, the 165th day of 
2023. There are 200 days 
left in the year. This is Flag 
Day.

Today’s Highlight in 
History: On June 14, 1775, 
the Continental Army, fore-
runner of the United States 
Army, was created.

On this date:
In 1777, the Second Con-

tinental Congress approved 
the design of the original 
American flag.

In 1846, a group of U.S. 
settlers in Sonoma pro-
claimed the Republic of 
California.

In 1911, the British 
ocean liner RMS Olympic 
set out on its maiden voy-
age for New York, arriving 
one week later. (The ship’s 
captain was Edward John 
Smith, who went on to com-

mand the ill-fated RMS 
Titanic the following year.)

In 1919, John Alcock 
and Arthur Whitten Brown 
embarked on the first non-
stop flight across the Atlan-
tic Ocean.

In 1940, German troops 
entered Paris during World 
War II; the same day, the 
Nazis began transporting 
prisoners to the Auschwitz 
concentration camp in Ger-
man-occupied Poland.

In 1943, the U.S. 
Supreme Court, in West Vir-
ginia State Board of Educa-
tion v. Barnette, ruled 6-3 
that public school students 
could not be forced to salute 
the flag of the United States.

In 1954, President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower 
signed a measure adding the 
phrase “under God” to the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Today in History
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Sununu’s good move and bad advice
Gov. Chris Sununu (R-N.H.) is not running for 

president. In his state’s first-in-the-nation primary, 
“I can be more effective for the Republican Party in 
ways few other leaders can,” he wrote in the Wash-
ington Post. He plans to endorse a candidate and obvi-
ously hopes to defeat former President Donald Trump, 
who, he argues, is a sure loser in November.

But his advice for candidates may not be helpful 
beyond New Hampshire. In a cheap shot at Gov. Ron 
DeSantis (R-Fla.), currently Trump’s strongest oppo-
nent, Sununu says Republicans “must abandon the 
issues that are solely made for social media headlines, 
such as banning books or issuing curriculum fiats to 
local school districts” and “should re-embrace local 
control.”

That makes sense in Sununu’s state, where the larg-
est school district, Manchester, has 12,400 students 
and 52,000 voters. But DeSantis’ Florida and many 
other states have countywide school districts.

Florida’s second-largest district, Broward County, 
has 260,000 students and 959,000 voters. Those voters 
couldn’t prevent the school board and administrators 
from refusing to remove the Parkland mass shooter or 
to get the police to enter the building and stop the kill-
ing. DeSantis had to take over and fire those respon-
sible and is now backing school board candidates 
around the state.

Another difference: Some 54 percent of Sununu’s 
New Hampshire’s Republican primary electorate in 
2016 were college graduates, wary of proposals that 
liberal media cast as intolerant. But the state isn’t typi-
cal in this regard. According to 2020 and 2022 exit 
polls, some 62 percent of Republican voters aren’t 
college graduates.

And as The New York Times’ ace election analyst 
Nate Cohn has argued persuasively, exit polls seem to 
overstate the percentage of college-educated voters.

The other reason to embrace issues Sununu dis-
misses as “solely made for social media headlines” is 
that, properly articulated, Republican positions are in 
line with the broad spectrum of public opinion while 
only handfuls embrace many Biden administration 
positions.

Should pornographic books be available in kinder-
garten through third grade classrooms or libraries? 
That’s what DeSantis’ bill, mislabeled as “Don’t Say 
Gay,” requires. How many voters disagree?

Should teenagers under 18 get government aid for 
irreversible surgeries such as breast removal without 
parental consent? That’s what the Biden administra-
tion is encouraging as “gender-affirming care.” How 
many voters back that?

And what about gas stoves? Last February, Senate 
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) scoffed 
that “nobody is taking away your gas stove.” Then, 

in May, New York’s legislature and Gov. 
Kathy Hochul passed a bill banning gas 
stoves in new construction. The law is 
based on an environmentalist study that the 
Washington Post’s Megan McArdle labeled 
as “less-than-rock-solid evidence,” includ-
ing, as National Review’s Noah Rothman 
writes, testing gas cooking in an “airtight” 
room sealed by “clear plastic sheets.”

As Rothman notes, liberal Democrats 
are going after affordable conveniences 
many rely on, including gas furnaces and 
hot water heaters, air conditioners, dish-
washers and gas-powered lawn mowers. 
And don’t get them started on washer-dry-
er units that leave clothes soggy as European units do.

Then there are the Biden administration policies 
intended to force people into electric cars. Little atten-
tion is given to vast amounts of exotic minerals such 
as lithium produced in China or other faraway coun-
tries. 

Green New Deal enthusiasts in and out of the 
Biden administration blithely assume that thousands 
of electric charging stations will spring up and charge 
your e-vehicle in minutes and that we’ll be able to 
produce the near-doubling of electricity production 
needed for a mostly electric car fleet. It won’t be easy 
with environmentalists bringing lawsuits to stop trans-
mission lines from bringing electricity from high-wind 
areas to high-population areas.

Harder heads are dubious. In 2022, Warren Buffett, 
a Biden supporter, expressed doubts the United States 
was close to moving away from dependency on oil. 
“If we were to try and change over, in three years, or 
five years, nobody knows what would happen, but 
the odds that it would work well are extremely low, it 
seems to me.” He’s putting his money lately into oil 
and fossil fuels. 

Similarly, Vaclav Smil, the premier historian and 
analyst of technology, writes in his 2022 book “How 
the World Really Works,” “Complete decarbonization 
of the global economy by 2050 is now conceivable 
only at the cost of unthinkable global economic retreat, 
or as a result of extraordinarily rapid transformations 
relying on near-miraculous technical advances.” 

As Smil notes, the “four material pillars” of our 
civilization — cement, steel, plastics and ammonia 
(for fertilizers necessary to feed 8 billion people) — 
all require huge inputs of fossil fuels, and there are no 
substitutes for them on the horizon. 

College graduate voters, in New Hampshire and 
elsewhere, may not like hearing that their green 
dreams are just dreams. But most people can be con-
vinced they are nightmares to be avoided.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Michael
Barone

Don’t erase the Anglo-Saxons
It’s official. The Anglo-Sax-

ons are getting canceled.
The move comes more than 

1,000 years too late for the 
previously ascendant Romano-
British who couldn’t resist 
these Germanic peoples who 
showed up on the shores of 
England beginning in the fifth 
century, but surely, they would 
appreciate the gesture.

As part of an effort to make 
its instruction more “anti-
racist,” Cambridge University 
is going to teach students that 
identities such as Anglo-Saxon are 
“constructed and contingent.” The 
school’s Department of Anglo-Saxon, 
Norse and Celtic is hoping to “dis-
mantle the basis of myths of nation-
alism,” and also is keenly aware of 
“recent concerns over use of the term 
‘Anglo-Saxon’ and its perceived 
connection to ethnic/racial English 
identity.”

To be honest, the Anglo-Saxons 
have been living on borrowed time 
for a while now.

In 2019, the International Society 
of Anglo-Saxonists — worried about 
their association with, yes, the Anglo-
Saxons — changed their name to the 
International Society for the Study of 
Early Medieval England. 

The change came after Mary Ram-
baran-Olm, the group’s second vice 
president, resigned and denounced 
the organization for allegedly encour-
aging white supremacy. As The 
Washington Post put it, the group 
effectively conceded that “’Anglo 
Saxon’ is code for whiteness.”

There is no doubt that the term has 
been used by malicious and ignorant 
people over the years to make racist 

arguments and promote a 
simplified or outright false 
version of early English 
history. But that doesn’t 
mean the Anglo-Saxons 
didn’t exist or the term 
must be banished.

For all that the “woke” 
scholars warn against 
anachronisms, they should 
be careful not to imply 
that the Anglo-Saxons 
came to England wearing 
white hoods.

To simplify, the island’s 
defenses weakened after the Romans 
exited and tribes of Angles, Saxons 
and Jutes arrived and established 
dominance, although they’d sub-
sequently be involved in desperate 
struggles for survival against Viking 
invaders.

The term Anglo-Saxon isn’t 
exactly a neologism. The authorita-
tive book by Nicholas J. Higham and 
Martin J. Ryan, “The Anglo-Saxon 
World,” notes that it was in use by the 
eighth century, when writers on the 
continent apparently used it to dis-
tinguish between Saxons in England 
and those back on the continent. King 
Alfred the Great, one of the important 
figures in English history, called him-
self the “king of the Anglo-Saxons.”

The opponents of the term argue 
that it was nonetheless used infre-
quently by the Anglo-Saxons. Okay, 
but how often did the Anglo-Saxons 
refer to themselves as “insular Sax-
ons,” a term that is proffered as more 
accurate and less problematic? (The 
terms “Saxons” and “Angles,” by 
the way, were used quite a lot at the 
time.) And if “Anglo-Saxon” is alleg-
edly too white, does “early Medieval 

English,” another allegedly better 
phrase, evoke a kaleidoscopic multi-
racialism?

The Anglo-Saxon ascendancy 
ended in 1066, when the last Anglo-
Saxon king, Harold, suffered a devas-
tating defeat at the hands of the Nor-
mans, who were notably brutal and, 
one must say, as white as the Anglo-
Saxons — but “Anglo-Norman” 
hasn’t become politically incorrect.

The Anglo-Saxon contribution to 
English history isn’t merely inciden-
tal, as Higham and Ryan write.

The name England means “land of 
the Angles.”

The Anglo-Saxons gave us the 
most foremost language in the world, 
English, which derives from Old 
English or Anglo-Saxon.

They unified what came to be 
England as we know it, while the 
English monarchy dates to the Anglo-
Saxon period.

The same is true of English Chris-
tianity, with the conversion of the 
Anglo-Saxons beginning in the sixth 
and seventh century.

The Anglo-Saxons set out the 
shires that were the units of local gov-
ernment until the lines were redrawn 
in the late 20th century.

What the academics hostile to 
their own field of study want to do is 
take a term that is readily recognized, 
broadly understood, and generates 
public interest, and replace it with 
something more obscure for no good 
reason.

It doesn’t require a gauzily 
romantic view of the Anglo-Saxons 
to conclude that they deserve better 
than today’s self-loathing Anglo-
Saxonists.

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry

Rich
Lowry

A personal salute 
to Flag Day

It’s long past time for me to put a 
flagpole in the center of my front yard 
— one that holds a large American 
flag that dances proudly in the sum-
mer breeze.

We bought such a flagpole for my 
father on his 70th birthday, shortly 
after he and my mother moved into a 
new house with a stately front yard.

He was proud of his flag — with 
good reason.

He was born during the Great 
Depression. As a boy, he was 
immersed in our country’s great uni-
fied effort to defeat mighty foes during World War II.

He was drafted at the tail end of the Korean War and 
served for two years. When he returned home, America 
was an optimistic place to raise a family.

He and my mother would have six children. He 
would work very hard and watch his country, and his 
family, thrive and prosper beyond his wildest dreams.

Despite his modest Bell Telephone income, he was 
able to retire just shy of his 60th birthday.

He enjoyed retirement for 30 years — and enjoyed 
the flagpole we got him 
for 20 years — before God 
took him home last year.

Thanks to a uniquely 
blessed nation that offered 
unlimited opportunities for 
individuals to pursue life, 
liberty and happiness, my 
father was able to see his 
children become success-
ful writers, artists, teachers 
and businesspeople.

Our country has never been perfect and our govern-
ment requires constant monitoring, improvement and 
correction.

As we grow older and wiser we begin to understand 
how easy it is for the young to see only our country’s 
imperfections and not the many things it has got incred-
ibly right.

The freedom to speak our minds openly is one huge 
thing we got right — despite recent examples of people 
admitting they are afraid to express what they think pub-
licly for fear of public retribution.

The first amendment to our Constitution guarantees 
us the free exercise of religion, a free press, the right 
to peaceably assemble and express grievances to our 
government and petition for change — and prevents 
the government from abridging our right to free speech, 
even unpleasant speech.

Until 1989, for instance, 48 state governments, as 
well as the federal government, forbid the desecra-
tion or burning of the U.S. flag by protesters, reports 
Smithsonian Magazine.

These laws were overturned by the Supreme Court 
in Texas v. Johnson, in which the court agreed that 
Gregory Lee Johnson’s burning of the flag consti-
tuted “symbolic speech” protected under the First 
Amendment.

More from Smithsonian Magazine:
“If there is a bedrock principle underlying the First 

Amendment, it is that the government may not prohibit 
the expression of an idea simply because society finds 
the idea itself offensive or disagreeable,” wrote Justice 
William Brennan in the majority opinion.

“The majority, which also included Justices Marshall, 
Blackmun, Kennedy and Scalia, found that the convic-
tion was inconsistent with Johnson’s First Amendment 
right to verbal and nonverbal expression.”

A flourishing representative republic continually 
reexamines itself and corrects its imperfections, and on 
that score, our country has got more right than wrong.

That is why my father became prouder of his flag — 
and the great country it represents — with every passing 
year.

And that is why, this Flag Day, it’s time for me to 
place my own majestic symbol of America in the center 
of my stately front yard.

Tom Purcell is a Pittsburgh Tribune-Review humor columnist. 
tom@TomPurcell.com.

Tom
Purcell
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Members of the Beta Associate chapter of Tri Kappa (Norma Sweeten and Michelle Sodervick), 
at left, and Kent Shady, center, were visitors to The Garage Youth Center in Bluffton on a recent 
afternoon. They came to present a $500 check to Connie and Arley Higginbotham, at right, the 
managers of the site for the Moose Lodge, in memory of Shady’s mother, Phyllis, who was a 
devoted Tri Kappa member. The Shady family has entrusted the Tri Kappa’s with the selection 
of the group to be gifted each year. (Photo by Barbara Barbieri)

By BARBARA
BARBIERI

The Garage Youth Cen-
ter, operated under the aus-
pices of Bluffon’s Moose 
Lodge 242, was presented 
a check for $500 recently 
from the Beta Phi chapter 
of Tri Kappa and the Phyllis 
Shady family as a memorial 
for devoted Tri Kappa mem-
ber Phyllis Shady.

On hand to accept the 
check were Connie and 
Arley Higginbotham, who 
operate The Garage for the 
Moose Lodge with the help 
of adult volunteers. The site 
at the corner of Main and 
Wabash streets was the for-
mer home to Deck’s Ser-
vice Station; a sign over the 
snack bar pays homage to 
that business.

The Garage’s mission 
statement, as stated on its 
website, is “to reach out to 
young people n the city of 
Bluffton to provide them 
with a safe place to play, 
socialize and attend concerts 
with a decidedly Christian 
atmosphere.”

Young people ages 12 
years of age through high 
school are invited to visit six 
days a week, with the hours 
being 3:30 to 7:30 p.m. The 
visitors are asked to sign in 
and are given points that in 

turn allow them to select 
food items including hot 
dogs, chips and beverages. 

In addition to snacks 
there are places to just chill 
out, play games (two billiard 
tables, board games and  
several arcade games) or be 
entertainers or entertained 
at a stage area. On Wednes-
days a Bible Study is offered 
by Arley from 3:30 to 4:30 
with pizza included.

During the summer 
months the average day’s 
attendance is 20 while dur-
ing the school year it is 
more often 30 to 40, the 
Higginbothams said. The 
site always has at least two 
adult volunteers to greet the 

young visitors.
The Garage is a 501(c)3 

organization and has a Go 
Fund Me page with the web 
site of Gogarage.org

The phone number is 
260-273-0600.

Note: In past years the 
Tri Kappa/Shady memorial 
check has been presented 
to: the Creative Arts Council 
in 2021 and to the Boys & 
Girls Club and Family Cen-
tered Services in 2022.

barb@news-banner.com

The Garage welcomes youth age 12 and up
as volunteers & donations keep doors open

By BARBARA BARBIERI
Ouabache State Park has been the school-

room for 21 youth enrolled in the Junior 
and Teen Indiana Master Naturalist classes 
this past week, under the leadership of Jody 
Heaston, Indiana Master Naturalist Coordi-
nator.

With the assistance of volunteers from 
the Friends of Ouabache State Park the par-
ticipants have had a variety of experiences 
including  fishing and boating on Kunkel 
Lake, hiking on the trails and learning about 
native plants and animals in the park. The 
campers also served as hosts for the June 
Lunch & Learn gathering at the Lodge by 
the Lake.

Eight campers were registered for the 
Junior program and 13 in the Teens pro-
gram. The campers included Samuel 
Burfiend, Keren Ding, Ben Ding, Ethan Dis-
bro, Jace Draper, Gabriel Fischer, Giovan-
ni Fischer, Clayton Gentis, Cora Gentis, 
Laken Heaston, Amelia Heer, Landon Heer, 
Cid Hyder, Ben Hyder, Adali Hyder, Milo 
Kensell, Brigette Kern, Violet Larr, Harrison 
Larr, Braden Lemler, Veronica Lincoln, Ara-
bella Lincoln, Coltin Lincoln, Klay Markley, 
Anna McBride, Wiley Rice, Kaitlyn Staf-
ford, Everlee Stronczek, Jarie Stronczek and 
Raelynn Yardley. 

This was the ninth time the experience 
has been offered at Ouabache State Park.

Campers are now Master Naturalists
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While I find that I do not physi-
cally travel to the extent that I once 
did, I do manage to “travel” exten-
sively in my head. Most of the 

time I am quite 
able to contain 
many of my 
thoughts; how-
ever, on occa-
sion I feel nigh 
on compelled 
to share some 
of them. Not 
for anyone’s 
edification, for 
sure, but just to 
“throw it onto 
the wall and 

see what sticks” kind of activity. 
Not much that I love more, in the 
realm of social interactions, than a 
great discussion and exchange of 
ideas, thoughts, observations with 
my fellow planet-mates. Most 
especially enjoyable is when those 
involved in said discussion/debate 
hold varying opinions and beliefs. 
Seriously, what is to be gained for 
me by only conversing with those 
who think exactly like I do?

 
In light of such profundity, join 

me and let’s have a real discussion. 
Ok, I will go first – but trust me 
when I say, please, please tell me 
what you are thinking also.

1. Americans relish being Num-
ber One, I began a preliminary 
research about areas in which 
we excel. A much abbreviated 
list includes: biggest economy, 
most natural gas output, military 

spending, medi-
cal  research, 
Olympic sports, 
dog/cat owner-
ship, number of 
billionaires (in 
2020 we had 
614, of which 
I am not one), 
cheese produc-
tion, and fast 
food eateries.

Other areas where we rank first 
in in clude the following: obesity, 
divorce, cosmetic surgery, incar-
ceration rate, most hours of TV 
watched per-person per week (we 
tied the UK in this one), estimate 
of firearms in civilian possession 
(393,347,000 vs 334,233,854 actu-
al people), most police, and the  
highest rate of drug abuse. All of 
life requires that we look for some 
sense of balance.

2. June is LGBTQ+ month 
and for some this is quite the con-
troversy. I’ll refrain from saying 
all that is on my mind about this, 
but I ask you to consider this: 15 
countries do not support LGBTQ+ 
rights. This list includes Russia, 
Qatar, United Arab Emirates, Bru-
nei, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran, 
and Saudi Arabia. Punishments 
range from public floggings to 
death. What thoughts or questions 
surface here for you in this contro-
versy?

3. The earliest book banning 
originated BCE when ancient 
Rome and China specifically 
attempted to suppress specific 

au tho r s  and 
books. Unfor-
tunately these 
a t tempts  are 
still occurring 
in some places. 
Book banning 
is censorship. 
Based on avail-
able records, the 
countries with 

the most stringent and persistent 
censorship are India, China, Sin-
gapore, Ireland, Australia, United 
States, Germany, Russian and 
the UK. Most banned books are 
works of fiction, children’s books, 
religious texts, some biographies, 
poetry, and even some comic 
books.

I know not, as yet, where you 
stand with this. I do, though, know 
exactly where I stand. Do not ever 
even think about telling me what 
I can or cannot read. If you want 
to monitor your own child’s read-
ing material, no problem. Do not 
think it is ok to ban what another’s 
children might read. If you do not 
want to read certain books about 
certain topics or issues, then don’t. 
But when has shedding light on 
any topic or issue not been more 
productive and worthwhile than 
keeping it in the dark? Reading 
equals thinking. Reading does not 
equal the reader being forced to 
accept or believe all that is read. 
However, a thinking population 
needs to be aware of much more 
than one idea, thought, belief and 
be able to discern for themselves 

what has value and what may not.
Before one slams the American 

Library Association, one might 
want to check the facts. Just say-
ing.

4. Public schools are a founda-
tion of democracy. Denying tax 
money for public schools to fund 
private schools or home schooled 
students with vouchers is not 
acceptable. If a parent wants to 
send his/her children to a pri-
vate school or chooses to home 
school for whatever reason, then 
do it. Make the choice, make the 
arrangements, and make the pay-
ments. I am not buying the argu-
ment that “My taxes pay for public 
education and if I choose not to 
send my children to public school, 
then those taxes should pay for my 
choice.” Public schools are held to 
a much different set of rules and 
regulations; they are public, inclu-
sive, diverse, open to all, and the 
end result is students who are criti-
cal thinking citizens who are not 
easily indoctrinated by others.

5. Is it the best plan for students 
to be released from public school 
classes and transported to another 
location during the school day to 
receive religious instruction? Let 
me ask this, if I may – if an iman, 
rabbi, or a Buddhist leader asked 
to take children from school for 
religious instruction, would that be 
equally acceptable to you? Again, 
I will refrain from sharing all that 
I think about this topic because of 
space and time.

Consider this: If you want your 

child to learn more about your reli-
gious beliefs, that is great. Here’s 
a thought — you teach your child 
about your religion at home, in 
your place of worship, at the din-
ner table, at the park, family game 
night, or maybe, don’t teach it at 
all. Instead let them witness your 
faith, your beliefs, your values 
every day by observing how you 
live your life. That cliché “actions 
speak louder than words” perhaps 
holds more than a scintilla of truth.

Here’s the Thing: Five is a 
good place to end for today. There 
is so very much more for us to 
discuss together. As always, I will 
never attempt to tell you what to 
think. I have absolutely no expec-
tations that you and I will or even 
should think identically. That 
diversity in thinking is just one of 
the  truths that makes life so inter-
esting. But it goes without saying 
(and yet, here I am saying it), I 
would appreciate and enjoy hear-
ing what you do think. Conversing 
and thinking together is a perfect 
method for us to learn more about 
and from each other.

bkreigh@adamswells.com
———

Editor’s Note: This is one of a 
series of articles written by a group 
of retired and current teachers — 
LaNae Abnet, Ken Ballinger, Billy 
Kreigh, Kathy Schwartz,  Anna 
Spalding. Their intent is to spur 
discussions at the dinner table and 
elsewhere. You may also voice your 
thoughts and reactions via The 
News-Banner’s letters to editor.

Thoughts I have encountered en route during my travels

Billy
Kreigh

The game room at The Garage with the stage/music venue  
area through the archway at the back of the photo. There also 
is a cafe area where the boys and girls can enjoy snacks. 
(Photo by Barbara Barbieri)

Junior and Teen Indiana Master Naturalist campers
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German curator seeks to return heirlooms stolen from Jewish families
By KIRSTEN 

GRIESHABER 
Associated Press

MUNICH (AP) — Mat-
thias Weniger put on a pair 
of white cloth gloves and 
carefully lifted a tarnished 
silver candleholder, looking 
for a yellowed sticker on the 
bottom of it.

The candlestick is one 
of 111 silver objects at the 
Bavarian National Museum 
that the Nazis stole from Jew-
ish families during the Third 
Reich in 1939. That’s when 
they ordered all German 
Jews to bring their personal 
silver objects to pawn shops 
across the Reich — one of 
many laws created to humili-
ate, punish and exclude Jews.

What started with anti-
Jewish discrimination and 
persecution in 1933, after 
the Nazis were voted to 
power in Germany, led to 
the murder of 6 million 
European Jews and others in 
the Holocaust before World 
War II ended with Germa-
ny’s surrender in 1945.

Weniger, who is a cura-
tor at the Munich museum 
and oversees its restitution 

efforts, has made it his mis-
sion to return as many of the 
silver objects as possible to 
the descendants of the origi-
nal owners.

“These silver objects 
handed in at the pawn shops 
are often the only material 
things that remain from an 
existence wiped out in the 
Holocaust,” Weniger told 
The Associated Press in an 
interview last week at the 
museum’s workshop where 
he displayed some silver 
items that have yet to be res-
tituted.

“Therefore it’s really 
important to try to find the 
families and give back the 
objects to them,” he added.

Thousands of the pieces 
taken from Jewish families 
were melted into around 135 
tons of silver, and used to 
help Germany’s war efforts. 
But several museums ended 
up with hundreds of silver 
pieces such as candlesticks 
used to light candles on the 
eve of Shabbat, Kiddush 
cups to bless the wine, silver 
spoons and cake servers.

Some of the items were 
returned to Holocaust sur-

vivors in the 1950s and 
1960s, if they came forward 
and actively tried to retrieve 
their stolen possessions. But 
many owners were mur-
dered in the Holocaust or, if 
they succeeded to flee from 
the Nazis, ended up in far-
flung corners of the globe.

“Two thirds of the last 
owners did not survive the 
Shoah,” Weniger said.

Despite these odds, and 
with a combination of thor-
ough detective work, dedi-
cation and deep knowledge 
of history, Weniger has 
so far managed to return 
about 50 objects to the fam-
ily members and relatives of 
the original owners.

He’s convinced that he 
may be able to return almost 
all remaining objects by the 
end of this year.

First, he searches for 
the identity of the original 
owners. The little yellowed 
paper stickers on some of 
the pieces often help his 
efforts. They were put on 
the objects by the pawn 
shops — a testament to Ger-
mans’ obsessive bureaucra-
cy even in times of dictator-

ship and war. The numbers 
on the stickers are also listed 
on more than 80-year-old 
documents naming the peo-
ple who had to give away 
their silver — sometimes 
beloved heirlooms that had 
been passed down in fami-
lies for many generations.

Once Weniger discovers 
the names of the original 
owners, he starts looking up 
Jewish obituary and geneal-
ogy databases, in hopes that 
direct descendants or more 
distant relatives may have 
posted their names online.

“And so you get from 
one generation to the next 
generation and you end up 
with telephone books … 
with LinkedIn, with Face-
book, with Instagram or 
email addresses that cor-
respond to a member of 
the younger generation of 
that family,” the researcher 
explained.

In most of the cases, 
Weniger says he gets lucky 
and is able to track down the 
right relatives.

The majority of descen-
dants live in the United 
States and Israel, but the 

museum has already or is in 
the process of also returning 
silver pieces to France, the 
United Kingdom, Australia 
and Mexico.

Weniger makes a point 
of personally delivering the 
pieces to the families. He 
traveled to the U.S. earlier 
this year, and last week, he 
returned 19 pieces to fami-
lies in Israel.

There, Weniger met up 
with Hila Gutmann, 53, and 
her father Benjamin Gut-
mann, 86, at his home in 
Kfar Shmaryahu north of 
Tel Aviv, and gave them a 
small silver cup.

Weniger had managed to 
track down the family with 
the help of the tracing ser-
vice of Magen David Adom 
— Israel’s version of the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross.

The cup was likely used 
for Kiddush to bless the 
wine on the eve of Shab-
bat — but nobody knows 
for sure because the origi-
nal owners, Bavarian cattle 
dealer Salomon Gutmann 
and his wife, Karolina, who 
were the grandparents of 

Benjamin, were murdered 
by the Nazis in the Treblin-
ka extermination camp.

“It was a mixed feel-
ing for us to get back the 
cup,” Hila Gutmann said. 
“Because you understand 
it’s the only thing that’s left 
of them.”

While the grandparents 
of Benjamin Gutmann were 
murdered in the Holocaust, 
their son Max — Benja-
min’s father — survived 
because he fled from the 
Nazis to the British-mandat-
ed territory of Palestine, in 
what is now Israel.

Despite the pain trig-
gered by the loss and return 
of the silver cup, the Gut-
manns say they’re happy 
to have it back and plan to 
use it in a ceremony with all 
their other relatives on Rosh 
Hashanah, the Jewish New 
Year, in September.

As for Weniger, the Gut-
manns have nothing but 
praise for him and his work.

“He’s really dedicated 
to it,” Hila Gutmann said. 
“He treats these little objects 
with so much care — like 
they are holy.”
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‘Smartphones’ for sharks: 
Scientists upgrade sensors to 
keep track of Cape Cod’s sharks

By MARK PRATT
 Associated Press

Scientists monitoring 
the white shark popula-
tion in the waters off Mas-
sachusetts’ Cape Cod are 
attaching improved sensors, 
including cameras, to the 
predators to help scientists 
keep track of their where-
abouts and to keep beach-
goers informed and safe, 
researchers said Tuesday.

The program comes just 
as tourists are filling up 
hotels and rental properties 
on the Cape for the sum-
mer — and white sharks are 
returning in greater numbers 
to feed on the region’s abun-
dant seals.

Interactions between 
white sharks and humans 
are rare. But the risk is still 
there. There have been five 
in Massachusetts since 2012 
— three of them classified 
as bites, one of which was 
fatal, said Greg Skomal, 
the state Division of Marine 
Fisheries shark expert.

“So as a result, we’ve 
intensified our research 
off the Cape to study vari-
ous aspects of white shark 
behavior,” Skomal said.

For more than a decade, 
the fisheries division and 
the nonprofit Atlantic White 
Shark Conservancy have 
tagged about 300 sharks 

with acoustic sensors that 
emit a high-frequency sound 
to an array of receivers 
along the coast. Public safe-
ty officials and lifeguards 
are notified when a shark 
swims within range of an 
acoustic receiver.

This year, researchers are 
attaching more camera sen-
sors to the predators.

They capture more than 
just video. The sensors can 
detect a shark’s depth, direc-
tion, surrounding water 
temperature and whether 
it’s accelerating or slow-
ing down. The technology 
allows scientists to monitor 
the sharks on a second-by-
second basis, Skomal said.

Megan Winton, a staff 
scientist at the Atlantic 
White Shark Conservancy, 
calls it giving smartphones 
to sharks.

“They’re outfitted with 
an incredible array of sen-
sors that tell us about the 
animal’s movements and 
their environment,” she 
said, adding that it’s “essen-
tially just riding on the back 
of a white shark.”

The information is down-
loaded to a free app avail-
able to the public to reduce 
encounters and promote 
safety.

One video captured by 
a camera tag clamped to a 

shark’s dorsal fin shows the 
predator moving into water 
about 4 feet deep close to 
shore to go after a seal, stir-
ring up a storm of sand from 
the bottom. The seal ulti-
mately escaped.

Sharks are patient hunt-
ers.

“They slowly patrol the 
shoreline very methodically 
until they essentially have a 
chance to make their move,” 
Winton said.

The technology also has 
provided insight into how 
curious sharks are. They 
have been seen coming to 
the surface to nibble a lob-
ster buoy or check out a bird 
or some other piece of flot-
sam, she said.

Researchers also have 
started using drones to help 
spot sharks from above, a 
method that has been used 
in other parts of the world, 
including Australia, Skomal 
said.

The drawback of the sen-
sor system is that if a shark 
has not been tagged, it won’t 
be detected. But the pro-
gram does its best to provide 
information to the public 
so they can make informed 
decisions while at the beach.

“We want them to under-
stand these animals and 
their habits the way we do,” 
Winton said.

Amazon says AWS is operating normally after outage 
that left publishers unable to operate web sites

Amazon’s cloud computing unit Ama-
zon Web Services experienced an outage on 
Tuesday, affecting publishers that suddenly 
found themselves unable to operate their 
sites.

The company said on its website that the 
root cause of the issue was tied to a service 
called AWS Lambda, which lets customers 
run code for different types of applications.

Roughly two hours after customers began 
experiencing errors, the company posted on 
its AWS status page that many of the affect-
ed AWS services were “fully recovered” and 
it was continuing to recover the rest. Soon 
after 6:30 pm E.T., the company announced 
all AWS services were operating normally.

Amazon said it had experienced multiple 

error rates for AWS services in the North-
ern Virginia region where it clusters data 
centers. The company said customers may 
be dealing with authentication or sign-in 
errors when using some AWS services, and 
experiencing challenges when attempting to 
connect with AWS Support. The issue with 
Lambda also indirectly affected other AWS 
services.

Patrick Neighorn, a company spokesper-
son, declined to provide additional details 
about the outage.

AWS is the market leader in the cloud 
arena, and its customers include some of 
the world’s biggest businesses and organiza-
tions, such as Netflix, Coca-Cola and gov-
ernment agencies.

Trump pleads not guilty
for political purposes. But 

inside the courtroom, he sat silent-
ly, scowling and arms crossed, as a 
lawyer entered a not guilty plea on 
his behalf in a brief arraignment 
that ended without him having to 
surrender his passport or otherwise 
restrict his travel.

The arraignment, though large-
ly procedural in nature, was the 
latest in an unprecedented reck-
oning this year for Trump, who 
faces charges in New York arising 
from hush money payments dur-
ing his 2016 presidential campaign 
as well as ongoing investigations 
in Washington and Atlanta into 
efforts to undo the results of the 
2020 race.

Always in campaign mode, he 
swiftly pivoted from the solemn 
courtroom to a festive restaurant, 
stopping on his way out of Miami 
at Versailles, an iconic Cuban spot 
in the city’s Little Havana neigh-
borhood where supporters ser-
enaded Trump, who turns 77 on 

Wednesday, with “Happy Birth-
day.” The back-to-back events 
highlight the tension for Trump in 
the months ahead as he balances 
the pageantry of campaigning with 
courtroom stops accompanying his 
status as a twice-indicted criminal 
defendant.

Yet the gravity of the moment 
was unmistakable.

Until last week, no former 
president had ever been charged 
by the Justice Department, let 
alone accused of mishandling 
top-secret information. The indict-
ment unsealed last week charged 
Trump with 37 felony counts — 
many under the Espionage Act — 
that accuse him of illegally stor-
ing classified documents in his 
bedroom, bathroom, shower and 
other locations at Mar-a-Lago and 
trying to hide them from the Jus-
tice Department as investigators 
demanded them back. The charges 
carry a yearslong prison sentence 
in the event of a conviction.

Trump has relied on a familiar 

playbook of painting himself as 
a victim of political persecution. 
He attacked the Justice Depart-
ment special counsel who filed the 
case as a “thug” and “deranged,” 
pledged to remain in the race no 
matter what and addressed sup-
porters Tuesday night at his Bed-
minster, New Jersey, golf club, 
where he delivered a roughly 
half-hour speech full of repeated 
falsehoods and incendiary rhetoric 
and threatened to go after Presi-
dent Joe Biden and his family if 
elected.

“The seal is broken by what 
they’ve done. They should never 
have done this,” Trump said of the 
indictment.

But Attorney General Merrick 
Garland, an appointee of President 
Joe Biden, sought to insulate the 
department from political attacks 
by handing ownership of the case 
last November to a special coun-
sel, Jack Smith, who on Friday 
declared, “We have one set of laws 
in this country, and they apply to 

everyone.”
Smith attended Tuesday’s 

arraignment, sitting in the front 
row behind his team of prosecu-
tors.

The court appearance unfolded 
against angst over potential pro-
tests, with some high-profile back-
ers using barbed rhetoric to voice 
support. Though city officials said 
they prepared for possible unrest, 
there were few signs of significant 
disruption.

Trump didn’t say a word during 
the court appearance, other than to 
occasionally turn and whisper to 
his attorneys who were seated on 
either side of him. He fiddled with 
a pen and clasped his hands on the 
table in front of him as the lawyers 
and the judge debated the condi-
tions of his release.

While he was not required to 
surrender a passport — prosecu-
tors said he was not considered a 
flight risk — the magistrate judge 
presiding over the arraignment 
directed Trump to not discuss the 

case with certain witnesses. That 
includes Walt Nauta, his valet who 
was indicted last week on charges 
that he moved boxes of documents 
at Trump’s direction and misled 
the FBI about it.

Nauta did not enter a plea Tues-
day because he did not have a 
local lawyer with him.

Trump attorney Todd Blanche 
objected to the idea of imposing 
restrictions on the former presi-
dent’s contact with possible wit-
nesses, noting they include many 
people close to Trump, including 
staff and members of his protec-
tion detail.

“Many of the people he inter-
acts with on a daily basis — 
including the men and women 
who protect him — are potential 
witnesses in this case,” Blanche 
said.

Trump, who has repeatedly 
insisted that he did nothing wrong, 
showed no emotion as he was led 
by law enforcement out of the 
courtroom through a side door.

(Continued from Page 1)
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Join us for a banquet dinner with guest speaker, John Fuller, Vice President of Audio
for Focus on the Family and co-host of "Focus on the Family Broadcast" with
President, Jim Daly, which reaches millions of weekly listeners. Through heartfelt
stories and Scripture, John will encourage you to faithfully follow God and create a
ripple effect for Christ that will eternally impact others! 

PURCHASE TICKETS BY JUNE 14th AT:
loving-shepherd.org/johnfuller or 260.824.9000

TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 2023
Event & Dinner 6:30 - 8:30 PM

 
 

LSM EVENT CENTER
1935 N. Main Street / Bluffton, IN

Special thank you to Family Ford of Bluffton
for being our Business Underwriter 

Special thank you to Bott Radio
Network for being our Media Partner 

By RYAN WALKER
The Bluffton boys’ basketball team 

has had quite a busy week in its head 
coaching carousel.

Last Thursday, Bluffton announced 
the resignation of newly hired head 
coach Adam Gray due to “personal 
reasons.” Gray was formally the head 
coach at Heritage over the past five sea-
sons and was officially hired as the new 
head man for Bluffton Monday, April 
10th, at the school board meeting.

Monday afternoon, both the News 
and Tribune, a newspaper in Clark and 
Floyd counties, and Outside The Hud-
dle, an online website covering north-
east Indiana high school sports, report-
ed that former Huntington North head 
coach Craig Teagle would be the new 
head basketball coach at Bluffton.

Despite the reports, Athletic Direc-
tor Steve Thompson said that the state-

ments were just rumors and that nothing 
had been confirmed.

Thompson said in a phone interview 
Sunday night that since Gray’s departure, 
the Tigers’ athletic staff has been search-
ing for his replacement and would have 
someone hired “as soon as possible.”

Teagle has spent his 31 seasons at 
Huntington North, Jay County, and 
Caston, compiling 443 wins (.624 win-
ning percentage).

Teagle recently finished up his eighth 
season with the Vikings, posting a 117-77 
record (.658 winning percentage), step-
ping down and taking the head coaching 
job at New Albany High School. 

But as of a few days ago, reports that 
Teagle has left the New Albany program 
have swirled around after two months 
on the job. The reason for the departure 
from New Albany is unknown at this 
time.

Rumors swirl around Craig 
Teagle as lead candidate for 
Tigers’ boys’ basketball coach

By KEITH JENKINS 
Associated Press

CINCINNATI (AP) — The question 
isn’t if Joe Burrow will be among the NFL’s 
highest-paid players.

The question is when.
The 2022 Pro 

Bowler and 2021 
AP NFL Comeback 
Player of the Year is 
in negotiations with 
the Cincinnati Bengals 
on a long-term con-
tract extension. After 
the Bengals ended 
their first practice of 
mandatory minicamp 
Tuesday, the fran-
chise’s quarterback 

had no desire to pro-
vide an update to reporters on those contract 
talks.

“I think I’ve given you guys all the infor-
mation that I’m comfortable with sharing 
about that process,” he said. “As far as ques-
tions go about that, prob-
ably save that for another 
time.”

Cincinnati picked up 
Burrow’s fifth-year option 
in April. So, at the very 
least, the No. 1 overall pick 
in the 2020 draft is under 
contract through the 2024 
season.

In the meantime, Bur-
row said his goals are sim-
ple. He wants to win the 
Super Bowl and he wants 
to supplant Kansas City Chiefs quarterback 
Patrick Mahomes as the “best in the world.”

“I don’t think there’s any argument right 
now. It’s Pat,” Burrow said of who is the 
game’s best. “Until someone has a better year 
than he’s had, he’s the one to knock off.”

Mahomes won his second league MVP 
last season before winning his second Super 
Bowl in four years. He also won his second 
Super Bowl MVP. Mahomes’ Chiefs defeat-
ed Burrow’s Bengals in the AFC title game.

The Bengals are still in search of the fran-
chise’s first Super Bowl victory. Burrow said 
the urgency to finally win it this season is high.

“We’ve been there, done that,” said Bur-
row, whose Bengals defeated Mahomes and 
the Chiefs two seasons ago for the AFC title 
before losing to the Los Angeles Rams in 
the Super Bowl.

“Now, it’s time to take that next step. 
I wouldn’t say there’s extra motivation 
because we’re motivated every game, every 
day, every year. But I would say the urgency 
has risen in that locker room.”

Cincinnati finished 12-4 last season, win-

ning the AFC North for the second straight 
year. Burrow, who set franchise single-sea-
son records for completions, pass attempts 
and passing touchdowns in 2022, said the 
Bengals are already further along than they 
were at this point last offseason.

“All of our guys on offense have been 
in the system except for two or three 
guys,” he said. “They’re learning it, but 
we’re not really slowing down for any-
body. Those guys have done a great job of 
getting up to our speed for guys that are 
brand new.

“There’s just little things here and there. 
But when you’ve been in the system for 
four years now, you can talk with some guys 
about things that are very unique. Minor 
details that maybe you haven’t been able to 
talk about in years past.”

One of those players who has been 
around a while is Jonah Williams. The 
offensive tackle returned to the facility for 
mandatory minicamp after undergoing off-
season knee surgery and spending time with 
his newborn daughter.

“It’s good to have him back,” Burrow 
said. “Whenever someone 
has business going on, it’s 
always nice to get them 
back around the guys and 
see their face.”

Williams did not attend 
the team’s voluntary off-
season workouts. Williams 
requested a trade earlier 
in the offseason after the 
Bengals signed left tackle 
Orlando Brown Jr. in free 
agency.

Williams lined up at left tackle for the 
Bengals in all of his 47 career starts (42 in 
the regular season).

“The main issue for me was the way that 
I found out, the way that the communication 
happened,” Williams said. “Because I was 
sitting on my couch, my fiancée’s 40 weeks 
pregnant, her due date was in — I want to 
say — three days, I’m rehabbing my knee 
and I find out that we signed Orlando on my 
phone.”

Williams said he still hasn’t had any 
communication with Bengals Director of 
Player Personnel Duke Tobin or anyone else 
in the front office about the team’s decision 
to replace him at left tackle.

“It was never left tackle, right tackle,” 
Williams said. “I know a lot of people made 
it out to be that. It wasn’t that. There’s 64 
tackle spots in the league. To have any of 
them is a crazy, amazing opportunity, and 
I’m super grateful for the chance. So if the 
plan is to play me at right tackle, I’m fired 
up to do it. Let’s go. I’m working (out) my 
knee. I think I’m going to be cleared soon.”

Joe Burrow

Bengals’ QB Joe Burrow 
quiet on contract talks 
as minicamp begins

ACAC announces its 
baseball season awards

The ACAC released its 
award selections from the 
2023 baseball season.

Bluff ton’s  Braxton 
Betancourt was named a 
first-team infielder, Drew 
Pressler was named first-
team in the outfield, and 

Andrew Onuegbu was sec-
ond-team infield.

Southern Wells’s lone 
selection was Kedrik Son-
nigsen, receiving honors as 
a first-team infielder.

Heritage, the confer-
ence champions with a 6-0 

ACAC record, had the most 
honors with five. The Patri-
ots fell in the semi-state 
final against No. 2 Andrean.

The Tigers finished the 
season in third place with 
a record of 4-2, while the 
Raiders were last at 0-6.

By MARK ANDERSON 
AP Sports Writer

LAS VEGAS (AP) — The Golden 
Knights delivered their city a true Vegas-
style party from dazzling passes to Mark 
Stone’s hat trick to all-out 
goal celebrations, capturing 
the young organization’s 
first Stanley Cup with a 9-3 
romp over the beaten up 
and exhausted Florida Pan-
thers on Tuesday night.

Coach Bruce Cassidy, 
in a nod to the Knights’ 
brief history, started five of 
the original Vegas players 
known as the Misfits and 
put the sixth on the second 
shift. Cassidy sounded con-
fident the day before the 
game that his team would 
play well, and it certainly 
did, blowing open a one-
goal game in the second period to lead 6-1.

Vegas closed out the series in five games 
to win the cup before a delirious franchise-
record crowd of 19,058 at T-Mobile Arena 
that drowned out the pregame introductions 
of forward Jonathan Marchessault and goal-
ie Adin Hill and cheered all the way through 
the final buzzer.

Stone’s hat trick — with the third into an 
empty net with 5:54 left — was the first in 
a Stanley Cup Final since Colorado’s Peter 
Forsberg in 1996, also against the Panthers.

The Knights got the rest of their scor-
ing from Nic Hague, Alec Martinez, Reilly 
Smith, Michael Amadio, Ivan Barbashev 
and Nicolas Roy. Martinez’s goal in the sec-
ond period came nine years to the day after 
he delivered the double-overtime goal in 
Game 5 to give the Los Angeles Kings’ the 
cup.

Hill came through with another strong 
performance that has quickly made him a 
Knights fan favorite, even earning “MVP! 
MVP!” chants in the third period. Jack 
Eichel, the eight-year pro playing in his first 
postseason, had three assists.

Aaron Ekblad, Sam Reinhart and Sam 

Bennett scored for Florida, and Sergei 
Bobrovsky was overwhelmed in another 
tough performance against Vegas after car-
rying Florida to the final. Missing from the 
lineup was Matthew Tkachuk, the king of 

game-winning shots during 
the playoffs but never the 
same after crushing blow 
to his shoulder by Vegas’ 
Keegan Kolesar in Game 3.

The Knights have set the 
standard of what an expan-
sion franchise should look 
like, making the Cup Final 
in their first season and the 
playoffs in every year but 
one. Six players remain from 
the initial 2017-18 team that 
lost in five games to the 
Washington Capitals in the 
final.

Those players watched 
the Capitals skate with the 

Stanley Cup that night, and then they got 
the chance to do the same Tuesday to fulfill 
owner Bill Foley’s quest to win the champi-
onship in the sixth year.

By creating such a lofty standard at the 
outset, the Knights played with high expec-
tations, but repeatedly fell short despite four 
runs to at least the NHL semifinals – until 
Game 5 against the Panthers.

This is Las Vegas’ second pro title in 
nine months – the Aces claimed the WNBA 
championship in September – and continues 
the stunning growth of a sports market that 
was limited largely to prize fights, UNLV 
athletics, NASCAR and lots of golf before 
the Golden Knights took the city by storm. 
The Raiders began playing here in 2020, the 
Oakland Athletics appear headed to the des-
ert, Las Vegas will host a Formula One race 
this year and the Super Bowl will be at Alle-
giant Stadium in February.

As for the Knights, their connection to 
Las Vegas was sealed ever since the shoot-
ing Oct. 1, 2017 that took 60 lives. They 
played an integral role in helping the city 
heal, reaching out to the community off the 
ice and winning big on it.

Golden Knights blast Panthers 
in Game 5 to capture their first 
ever Stanley Cup championship
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

Primary 
Contracting, LLC

Decks • Roofing • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding
Remodeling • Storm Damage • Trim Wood Working and more!

Free 
Estimates

260-223-4276

Owner - Edwin Wickey Competitive Rates!

Decks • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding • Remodeling
Metal and Shingle Roofing • Storm Damage •Trim Wood Working and more!

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

Come See Us for Your CBD Oil Needs

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
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• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
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• Long Term Care Planning
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Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.
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Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

“Making dogs Golden 
Since 2019”

260-273-9973
Pupslovethegoldendog.com

J&F Wood Working
Custom Cabinet

New Construction
Remodel

Custom 
Wood 

Working of 
Any Kind.

260-223-4243

Goods & services 
directory

BASEBALL
American League

East Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Tampa Bay	 48	 21	 .696	 _
Baltimore	 42	 24	 .636	 4½
New York	 39	 29	 .574	 8½
Toronto	 37	 31	 .544	 10½
Boston	 33	 35	 .485	 14½
Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Minnesota	 34	 33	 .507	 _
Cleveland	 31	 34	 .477	 2
Chicago	 29	 38	 .433	 5
Detroit	 27	 37	 .422	 5½
Kansas City	 18	 49	 .269	 16
West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Texas	 41	 24	 .631	 _
Houston	 38	 29	 .567	 4
Los Angeles	 37	 31	 .544	 5½
Seattle	 32	 33	 .492	 9
Oakland	 18	 50	 .265	 24½
Monday’s Games
Detroit 6, Atlanta 5, 10 innings
Colorado 4, Boston 3, 10 innings
Cincinnati 5, Kansas City 4, 10 

innings
L.A. Angels 9, Texas 6, 12 innings
Seattle 8, Miami 1
Oakland 4, Tampa Bay 3
Tuesday’s Games
Baltimore 11, Toronto 6
N.Y. Yankees 7, N.Y. Mets 6
Minnesota 7, Milwaukee 5
Colorado 7, Boston 6, 10 innings
Cincinnati 5, Kansas City 4
Houston 6, Washington 1
L.A. Angels at Texas, late
Cleveland at San Diego,late
Miami at Seattle, late
Tampa Bay at Oakland, late
Chicago White Sox at L.A. Dodg-

ers, late.
Atlanta at Detroit, ppd.
Wednesday’s Games
Atlanta (Strider 6-2) at Detroit 

(Lorenzen 2-3), 1:10 p.m., 1st game
Milwaukee (Rea 3-3) at Minnesota 

(Ober 3-3), 1:10 p.m.

Atlanta (TBD) at Detroit (TBD), 4:40 
p.m., 2nd game

Toronto (Berríos 6-4) at Baltimore 
(Bradish 2-2), 7:05 p.m.

Colorado (Gomber 4-5) at Boston 
(Whitlock 3-2), 7:10 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees (Cole 7-1) at N.Y. 
Mets (Verlander 2-3), 7:10 p.m.

L.A. Angels (Detmers 1-5) at Texas 
(Heaney 4-4), 8:05 p.m.

Cincinnati (Lively 3-4) at Kansas 
City (Lynch 0-2), 8:10 p.m.

Washington (Gray 4-5) at Houston 
(Valdez 6-5), 8:10 p.m.

Cleveland (Civale 2-1) at San Diego 
(Wacha 6-2), 9:40 p.m.

Miami (Pérez 3-1) at Seattle (Cas-
tillo 4-4), 9:40 p.m.

Tampa Bay (Glasnow 1-0) at Oak-
land (Medina 1-5), 9:40 p.m.

Chicago White Sox (Clevinger 3-4) 
at L.A. Dodgers (Kershaw 8-4), 10:10 
p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Toronto at Baltimore, 1:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Oakland, 3:37 p.m.
Detroit at Minnesota, 7:10 p.m.
L.A. Angels at Texas, 8:05 p.m.
Washington at Houston, 8:10 p.m.
Cleveland at San Diego, 8:40 p.m.
Chicago White Sox at L.A. Dodgers, 

10:10 p.m.

National League
East Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Atlanta	 40	 26	 .606	 _
Miami	 37	 30	 .552	 3½
Philadelphia	 32	 34	 .485	 8
New York	 31	 36	 .463	 9½
Washington	 26	 39	 .400	 13½
Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Pittsburgh	 34	 30	 .531	 _
Milwaukee	 34	 33	 .507	 1½
Cincinnati	 33	 35	 .485	 3
Chicago	 28	 37	 .431	 6½
St. Louis	 27	 40	 .403	 8½
West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Arizona	 41	 25	 .621	 _

Los Angeles	 37	 29	 .561	 4
San Francisco	34	 32	 .515	 7
San Diego	 31	 34	 .477	 9½
Colorado	 29	 40	 .420	 13½
Monday’s Games
Detroit 6, Atlanta 5, 10 innings
Colorado 4, Boston 3, 10 innings
San Francisco 4, St. Louis 3
Cincinnati 5, Kansas City 4, 10 

innings
Seattle 8, Miami 1
Arizona 9, Philadelphia 8
Tuesday’s Games
N.Y. Yankees 7, N.Y. Mets 6
Minnesota 7, Milwaukee 5
Colorado 7, Boston 6, 10 innings
Cincinnati 5, Kansas City 4
Houston 6, Washington 1
San Francisco at St. Louis, late
Pittsburgh at Chicago Cubs, late
Cleveland at San Diego, late
Miami at Seattle, late
Philadelphia at Arizona, late
Chicago White Sox at L.A. Dodg-

ers, late
Atlanta at Detroit, ppd.
Wednesday’s Games
Atlanta (Strider 6-2) at Detroit 

(Lorenzen 2-3), 1:10 p.m., 1st game
Milwaukee (Rea 3-3) at Minnesota 

(Ober 3-3), 1:10 p.m.
San Francisco (DeSclafani 4-6) at 

St. Louis (Montgomery 3-7), 1:15 p.m.
Atlanta (TBD) at Detroit (TBD), 4:40 

p.m., 2nd game
Colorado (Gomber 4-5) at Boston 

(Whitlock 3-2), 7:10 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (Cole 7-1) at N.Y. 

Mets (Verlander 2-3), 7:10 p.m.
Pittsburgh (Hill 6-5) at Chicago 

Cubs (Smyly 5-4), 8:05 p.m.
Cincinnati (Lively 3-4) at Kansas 

City (Lynch 0-2), 8:10 p.m.
Washington (Gray 4-5) at Houston 

(Valdez 6-5), 8:10 p.m.
Cleveland (Civale 2-1) at San Diego 

(Wacha 6-2), 9:40 p.m.
Miami (Pérez 3-1) at Seattle (Cas-

tillo 4-4), 9:40 p.m.
Philadelphia (Suárez 1-2) at Arizona 

(Kelly 8-3), 9:40 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Clevinger 3-4) at 

L.A. Dodgers (Kershaw 8-4), 10:10 p.m.

News-Banner Scoreboard

By JESSE BEDAYN and 
COLLEEN SLEVIN 

Associated Press
DENVER (AP) — A 

shooting in downtown 
Denver amid fans celebrat-
ing the Nuggets’ first NBA 
championship win was 
likely sparked by a drug 
deal gone wrong, police said 
Tuesday. The violence left 
10 people wounded, includ-
ing one of two people arrest-
ed in connection with the 
shooting.

All of the injured — nine 
men, one woman — are 
expected to survive, includ-
ing five or six people that 
police believe were bystand-
ers not involved in the drug 
deal, Chief Ron Thomas said 
at a news conference. He 
said 20 rounds were fired 
at the scene, roughly a mile 
from Ball Arena where the 
Nuggets defeated the Miami 
Heat on Monday night.

A total of five handguns 
were found by investigators 
but testing still needs to be 
done to determine wheth-
er they were used at the 
shooting, the police chief 
said. A “significant quan-
tity” of suspected fentanyl 
pills were also found at the 
scene, Commander Matt 
Clark said, along with cash.

Of the 10 people taken to 
the hospital, four underwent 
emergency surgery at the 
same time at Denver Health 
Medical Center. Five were 
still there on Tuesday after-
noon, all in fair condition, 
said Dr. Eric Campion, a 
trauma surgeon.

The Nuggets’ win drew 
thousands of people down-
town and the shooting hap-
pened as the celebration was 
winding down after mid-
night, authorities said. Still, 
hundreds of police officers 
were massed in the area 
when the gunfire broke out.

Scott D’Angelo was 
livestreaming the celebra-
tions when he heard several 
loud pops one after another, 
sparking pandemonium as 
people dove for cover or 
jumped over cement bar-
ricades. Police in riot gear 
ducked and drew their guns 
while yelling for people to 
find shelter.

Crouching  on  the 
ground, the 58-year-old 
said his arms were shaking 
with nerves and he felt an 
asthma attack coming. He 
heard a female voice not a 
dozen feet (3 meters) away 
screaming in pain. Another 
victim lay just beyond the 
first, D’Angelo said, as offi-
cers rushed to provide care.

An overhead city surveil-
lance video without audio 
released by police showed 
officers swarming toward 
the apparent scene of the 
shooting after gunshots 
were heard.

The firing stopped 
after roughly 20 seconds, 
D’Angelo said after consult-
ing his footage, which he 
has handed over to inves-
tigators. As ambulances 
arrived, D’Angelo saw bul-
let casings only feet from 
where he’d dropped to the 
ground.

Authorities were still 
investigating how many 
people were involved in 
the shooting. Two men are 
being held on suspicion of 
being felons who are barred 
from having a firearm, said 
Clark, the police command-
er. Neither man had lawyers 
listed as representing them 
in court records yet.

One of the men ran from 
the scene despite being 
wounded and was arrested 
several blocks away with 
a handgun and fentanyl. 
The other was arrested in a 
car in a parking lot across 
the street from the shooting 
after police found a firearm 
hidden in its floorboards, 
Clark said. No one in the car 
was wounded, he said.

The gunfire broke out in 
downtown Denver’s LoDo 
district, which is known for 
its restaurants and night-
life. Yellow police tape had 
sealed off the area overnight 
Tuesday as investigators 
with flashlights scoured the 
scene, which was dotted 
with evidence markers and 
what appeared to be detritus 
left over from the celebra-
tions, including an e-scooter 
and a green rental bike.

D’Angelo said he felt 
“kind of numb” after wit-
nessing a mass shooting 
firsthand.

“To target somebody, and 
indiscriminately shoot inno-
cent bystanders, even trying 
to think about it, it’s like — 
I have a huge emotional, a 
lot of feelings that I really 
can’t explain,” he said.

Drug deal likely sparked Denver 
mass shooting after Nuggets’ 
NBA Finals Victory, police say

By DAVE HOGG 
Associated Press

DETROIT (AP) — For much of the 
spring, finding an NBA coaching job was 
the last thing Monty Williams cared about.

After being fired by the Phoenix Suns 
following their elimination from the post-
season, Williams had talked to a few teams 
when his family got some upsetting news 
— his wife, Lisa, was diagnosed with breast 
cancer.

Williams was introduced Tuesday as the 
new coach of the Detroit Pistons, and he 
discussed his wife’s health in an attempt to 
help others.

“The reason that I bring it up is to not talk 
about my family, but to make it more of an 
emphasis that women need early detection 
testing. We had genetic testing done and then 
scan after scan after scan and then we found it 
early, and that may have saved my wife’s life.

“It can save others.”
Williams had been in contact with Pis-

tons general manager Troy Weaver, but 
dropped out of contention for the Detroit job 
when his wife was diagnosed.

“As we navigated all of that, I was talk-
ing to Troy and telling him man, I couldn’t, 
you know, right now because I gotta take 
care of my family,” he said.

Williams, whose first wife, Ingrid, died 
in a car crash in 2016, was ready to take at 
least one season off to spend more time with 
his wife and kids. He’s also helping his son 
Elijah — a top recruiting target for schools 
across the country — deal with that aspect 
of his life.

“After we got the good news about Lisa, 
I was with my kid at a tryout when I got a 
text from Troy out of the blue,” he said. “I 
thought everything was totally off the table, 

but things went quickly after that.”
Williams flew to Los Angeles to meet 

with owner Tom Gores.
“I had met with Troy for about five days 

at my house, and I told him we had a critical 
responsibility to get this right for our play-
ers,” Gores said. “They have literally trusted 
us and they are even holding their own prac-
tices. I wouldn’t say it was a yelling match, 
but we talked about how it was important to 
deliver for those young men.”

Williams coached New Orleans from 
2010-15, going 173-221 and losing twice in 
the first round of the playoffs.

Things were different in Phoenix. Taking 
over a team that had gone 19-63 in 2018-19, 
Williams led the Suns to a 34-39 record in 
the pandemic-affected 2019-20 season, then 
51-21 and a berth in the NBA Finals in the 
compressed 2020-21 schedule. They lost in 
six games to the Milwaukee Bucks.

Phoenix went 64-18 and finished as the 
West’s top seed in 2021-22. Williams was 
named Coach of the Year, but the Suns were 
knocked out in the second round by the Dal-
las Mavericks.

This season, they slipped to 45-37 and 
another second-round loss, this time to the 
championship-bound Denver Nuggets.

Now he’s going to have to restart that 
process in Detroit.

The Pistons had the worst record in the 
league at 17-65 but were unlucky in the 
draft lottery, getting the fifth pick. They’ve 
gone seven years without a winning season 
and haven’t won a playoff game since Game 
4 of the 2008 Eastern Conference Finals.

Detroit has a promising young core in 
Cade Cunningham, Jaden Ivey and Jalen 
Duren, but Cunningham missed most of last 
season with a stress fracture.

Monty Williams wife’s cancer 
almost prevented him from 
taking coaching job for Pistons

By DAVE SKRETTA 
AP Sports Writer

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — The Reds 
batted through the lineup during a five-run 
second inning, and Brandon Williamson did 
just enough to earn his first big league win 
as Cincinnati held off the struggling Kansas 
City Royals 5-4 on Tuesday night.

Williamson (1-0) allowed four runs, three 
of them earned, on seven hits over just five 
innings. But he left with a one-run lead, 
and the Reds bullpen survived some shaky 
moments to hand him the victory and the 
Royals an eighth consecutive defeat.

Daniel Duarte, brought up from Triple-
A Louisville, worked the sixth inning in his 
first appearance for the Reds after missing 
143 games to injury a year ago. Ian Gibaut 
loaded the bases in the seventh before Lucas 
Sims escaped the jam with strikeouts of 
Nick Pratto and Salvador Perez. Sims then 
breezed through the eighth before Alexis 
Diaz handled the ninth for his 16th save.

Jordan Lyles (0-11) allowed all five Cin-
cinnati runs on six hits and three walks over 
six innings.

Bobby Witt hit a two-run homer for Kan-

sas City. MJ Melendez and Matt Duffy also 
drove in runs.

The biggest reason Lyles is winless this 
season has been the long ball. The left-hand-
er, who signed a two-year, $17 million deal 
in the offseason, had allowed at least one 
homer in 10 of his first 13 starts and two or 
more more in seven of them.

Lyles didn’t give one up Tuesday night. 
Instead, the Reds battered him with small 
ball.

Their five-run second inning began with 
top prospect Elly De La Cruz’s walk and 
ended with his strikeout, and included seven 
baserunners in between them. There was a 
double, three singles, two more walks and 
a fielder’s choice, along with three stolen 
bases, an error by Duffy and a wild pitch 
that allowed a run to score from third base.

Plenty of boos greeted Lyles as he 
walked off the mound with a 5-1 deficit.

The Royals got a run back in the second 
on Duffy’s double and closed within 5-4 on 
Witt’s two-run shot in the third. But their 
only other chance came in the eighth, when 
Gibaut loaded the bases on two walks and a 
hit batter, and Sims shut them down.

Reds hold off Royals to give 
Williamson first big league win
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Drama at the gym
Dear Annie: I love the gym. It has 

really helped me gain confidence 
and strength. I have been going to 
the same gym in our small town for 
roughly 10 years. I know all the peo-
ple there and enjoy my time there — 
until lately.

There is a woman who just started 
going to the gym who is toxic. She 
really hurt a dear friend of mine, 
whose child was in the same class 
as her child, by spreading vicious 
rumors that she was having an affair 
with a tennis instructor. This was not 
true. She is the typical mean girl from 
middle school who we all choose to 
forget — the girl who never grew up.

Aside from comforting my hurt 
friend, I never came into contact with 
this woman until she joined my gym. 
Now I have to see her daily, and it 
bothers me. It seems like every time 
I sign up for a class, she is also in the 
same class. — Took Away My Happy 
Place

Dear Took Away: Don’t let her 
take away your happy place. So long 
as she does not try to engage you in 
conversation, just ignore her. The 
gym is a big place with lots of people, 
so don’t let one bad apple spoil the 
bunch. Focus on your exercises and 
on the kind people, the friends you 
have made at the gym over the years, 
and you won’t have time to focus on 
her negativity. If you consciously 
choose to focus your attention on all 
the wonderful people and experienc-
es you have at the moment, she will 
become like white noise in the back-
ground, and you won’t even notice 
her.

Dear Annie: I was hanging out 
with my closest friend, “Alice,” and 
her friend, “Jane,” and they started 
talking about Alice’s ex-boyfriend. 

They asked me to 
leave for a minute 
so they could talk 
privately, but then 
they avoided me 
for the rest of the 
day.

Once Alice 
and I both got 
home, she sent a 
message saying 
our friendship 
wasn’t working 
and how we shouldn’t be friends any-
more. I agreed with her, considering 
the fact that she couldn’t trust me.

But then, without explanation, for 
the next few days, Alice was friendly 
and nice. At that point, I was bro-
ken. I’ve been crying over this. What 
should I do? — Confused Girl

Dear Confused Girl: Her behav-
ior is certainly confusing; it makes 
no sense. One day she is nice, and the 
next day she is mean, and then she is 
nice again. If you want this friendship 
to continue, you have to find out why 
she doesn’t trust you. If she makes up 
a reason, or if you don’t agree with 
her, then I might pull away and find 
a new friend, one who is consistently 
kind. She might also be suffering from 
a mental illness. If her behavior con-
tinues to be erratic, encourage her to 
seek help. 

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favor-
ite columns on marriage, infidel-
ity, communication and reconciliation 
— is available as a paperback and 
e-book. Visit http://www.creatorspub-
lishing.com for more information. 
Send your questions for Annie Lane 
to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
3D Woman Julie & 

Friends 
Movie Berean 

Endeavors
TCT Today Newsw-

atch 
Love 
Worth 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Rabbi 
Lapin 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune 

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Ghosts Ghosts Let's Make a Deal 
Primetime 

CSI: Vegas "Third Time's 
the Charm" 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert 

(:35) James 
Corden 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Blue Bloods "In Too 
Deep" 

Blue Bloods "More 
Than Meets the Eye" 

Blue Bloods "For Whom 
the Bell Tolls" 

Blue Bloods "The 
Common Good" 

Blue Bloods "Guardian 
Angels" 

Blue Bloods "Happy 
Endings" 

Blue Bloods "Fallen 
Heroes" 

Blue Bloods "The New 
You" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Judge Steve Harvey
"Run Me My Coins" (N) 

Wonder 
(SP) (N) 

Wonder
(N) 

Superstar (N) ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Pictionary 25 Words 

or Less 
News (N) NBC News

(N) 
Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Night 
Court 

Night 
Court 

Chicago Fire Chicago P.D. News (N) (:35) The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon 

(:35) Seth 
Meyers 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

King "Food 
Fight" 

Modern 
Family 

21Alive 
News at 6 

Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Dateline Dateline Seinfeld
"The Deal" 

Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
S. Wilkos "You're Back 
With New Accusations?" 

Judge Lake Judge Lake Divorce 
Court 

Divorce 
Court 

Nancy Drew (N) Riverdale The 
Liquidator 

Chicago P.D. Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
NOVA "Operation 
Lighthouse Rescue" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

LIFE Ahead Nature "Cuba's Wild 
Revolution" 

NOVA "Back to the 
Moon" 

NOVA "Rise of the 
Rockets" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Nature "Cuba's Wild 
Revolution" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
NOVA "Operation 
Lighthouse Rescue" 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Nature "Cuba's Wild 
Revolution" 

NOVA "Back to the 
Moon" 

NOVA "Rise of the 
Rockets" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Nature "Cuba's Wild 
Revolution" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6 Big Bang Big Bang MasterChef (N) Gordon Ramsay's Food 
Stars (N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "The Way of the 
Ninja" 

Castle "The Greater 
Good" 

Castle "That '70s Show" Married People looking for the perfect partner are 
scientifically matched up and married on the spot. 

(:05) Zombie Flip
"Dallas: Beechmont" 

(:05) Zombie House 
Flipping "Tampa: Jean" 

Married at First Sight 
"Cast Tell All" 

FX  24 132 136 148 <++ Thor: The Dark World (‘13) Chris Hemsworth. <+++ Deadpool 2 (‘18) Josh Brolin, Ryan Reynolds. Mayans M.C. (N) Mayans M.C. Mayans M.C.

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Griffith Griffith Griffith Griffith Griffith Griffith Everybody 

Raymond 
Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(4:30) 
Temptation 

Temptation Island 
"Final Bonfire Part 1" (N) 

Temptation Island
"Final Bonfire Part 2" (N)

Temptation Island "The Reunion"
(N) 

Temptation Island (SP)
(N) 

The Big D "The Big Day 
One" (P) (N) 

E! News
(N) 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Movie Movie to be disclosed. Movie Movie to be disclosed.

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) MLB Baseball All the latest action from Major League Baseball. (L) (N) MLB Baseball All the latest action from Major League Baseball. (L) (N)

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) Daily Wager (L) (N) Cornhole 2023 ACL Bag Brawl (N) Last Dan. Episode 9 Last Dan. Episode 10 SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Golf Life Live on the Line (N) The Rally (N) Icons 

Horrow 
MLB Baseball San Francisco Giants at St. Louis 
Cardinals From Busch Stadium in St. Louis. 

NASCAR Race Rewind
2021 Nashville: Ally 400 

NASCAR Race Rewind
2022 Nashville: Ally 400 

Poker WPT Cash Game, 
No Limit Holdem - Part 2 

USA  34 133 105 242 
(:10) Law-SVU "Return of 
the Prodigal Son" 

(:10) Law-SVU "Trick-
Rolled at the Moulin" 

(:05) Law-SVU "I Thought 
You Were on My Side" 

(:05) Law-SVU "People 
vs. Richard Wheatley" 

Temptation Island (SP)
(N) 

The Big D "The Big Day 
One" (P) (N) 

(:05) Law & Order: SVU
"Dear Ben" 

(:05) Temptation Island 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Expedition Unknown 
"Nazis in Argentina" 

Expedition "Mystery of 
Dead Mountain" 

Expedition Unknown
"Siberia's Coldest Case" 

Expedition Unknown: 
Unearthed (N) 

Expedition Unknown
(N) 

(:10) Ghost Adventures
(N) 

(:10) Mysteries of the 
Abandoned (N) 

Expedition Unknown: 
Unearthed 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Dr. Pimple Popper Dr. Pimple Popper Dr. Pimple Popper Dr. Pimple Popper (N) Save My Skin (N) My 600-Lb. Life "J.T.'s Story" Dr. Pimple Popper 

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Pawn Stars "Money in 
the Bankshot" 

Pawn Stars "Rocket 
Man" 

Pawn Stars "Pawns of 
Anarchy" 

Pawn Stars "Heere's 
Corey" 

Pawn Stars A customer walks into the shop with a 
signature worthy of presidential praise. (N) 

(:05) Pawn Stars "Put a 
Cork in It" 

(:05) Pawn Stars

A&E  39 134 118 265 Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam I Survived I Survived CourtCam CourtCam CourtCam CourtCam 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < The 
Professional Brides... 

< The 27-Hour Day (2021, Romance) Andrew 
Walker, Rhiannon Fish, Autumn Reeser. 

< Sweet Autumn (2020, Romance) Andrew 
Walker, Henriette Ivanans, Nikki Deloach. 

Gold Girls
"Witness" 

Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(4:00) <++ The Last 
Witch Hunter 

<++ Olympus Has Fallen (2013, Action) Aaron Eckhart,
Morgan Freeman, Gerard Butler. 

<+++ The Bourne Legacy (2012, Action) Rachel Weisz, Ed Norton, Jeremy 
Renner. 

(:25) <++ The Hunt (‘20) Betty 
Gilpin, Emma Roberts, Ike Barinholtz. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Sheldon Sheldon Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite (L) (N) I Survived Bear Grylls Sheldon Sheldon Sheldon Sheldon 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
Lucifer "Let Pinhead 
Sing!" 

Lucifer "The Last 
Heartbreak" 

Lucifer "Orange Is the 
New Maze" 

<+++ The Town (2010, Thriller) Rebecca Hall, Jon Hamm, Ben 
Affleck. 

<++ The Accountant (2016, Thriller) Anna Kendrick, J.K. 
Simmons, Ben Affleck. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(3:00) < The 
Last Stand 

<++ Central Intelligence (2016, Action) Kevin Hart, Amy 
Ryan, Dwayne Johnson. 

<+++ Pitch Perfect (2012, Romance) Skylar Astin, Rebel 
Wilson, Anna Kendrick. 

<++ Pitch Perfect 2 (2015) Rebel Wilson, Hailee Steinfeld, 
Anna Kendrick. 

COM  47  107 249 South Park South Park South Park South Park Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Daily Show South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
Speak (L) (N) NASCAR Race Hub Baseball Congressional Baseball Game For Charity Coverage of 

baseball action. (L) (N) 
UEFA Nations League Soccer Netherlands vs. 
Croatia Semifinal. 

USFL Football Philadelphia Stars vs. 
New Jersey Generals 

WGN  53   307 The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 NCIS "Jet Lag" NCIS "Masquerade" NCIS "Jack Knife" NCIS "Mother's Day" NCIS "Double Identity" NCIS "Jurisdiction" NCIS "Guilty Pleasure" NCIS "Moonlighting" 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Grocery (N) Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Housewives/OC (N) Housewives/OC (N) Vanderpump Rules (N) Project Runway (SP) (N) Housewives/OC WatchWhat 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob <++ Hotel Transylvania (‘12) Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Big City Big City Hamster & Hamster & Kiff Kiff < Alvin & the Chipmunks: The R... Hamster& Marvel's Marvel's Raven Raven Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
The Office 
"Cocktails" 

The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office
"Fun Run" 

The Office 
"Fun Run" 

The Office The Office The Office The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(3:00) <+++ The 
Batman 

<+++ The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring (2001, 
Fantasy) Ian McKellen, Liv Tyler, Elijah Wood. 

TBA <+++ Avatar: The Way of Water (2022, Sci-Fi) Zoe Saldana, Sigourney 
Weaver, Sam Worthington. 

(:45) The 
Idol 

MAX  325  310 515 
(:05) <+++ The Full Monty (‘97) 
Tom Wilkinson, Robert Carlyle. 

(:40) <+ Pootie Tang (‘01) Jennifer 
Coolidge, Lance Crouther. 

<+++ Humpday (‘09) Joshua 
Leonard, Mark Duplass. 

(:35) <+++ Garden State (‘04) Ian 
Holm, Ron Leibman, Zach Braff. 

(:20) <+ Tammy (2014, Comedy) Susan Sarandon, 
Kathy Bates, Melissa McCarthy. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(:15) <+++ Double Jeopardy (1999, Thriller)
Ashley Judd, Bruce Greenwood, Tommy Lee Jones. 

Ghosts of Beirut "The 
Finding" 

<+ Friday the 13th: The Final 
Chapter (‘84) Kimberly Beck. (P) 

<+ Friday the 13th -- A New 
Beginning (‘85) John Shepherd. (P) 

(:05) <+ Friday the 13th, Part VI: 
Jason Lives (‘86) Thom Mathews. (P) 

(:35) < 
Dazed & ... 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:15) <+++ Lady Bird 
(‘17) Saoirse Ronan. 

< The Souvenir (2019, Romance) Tom Burke, Tilda 
Swinton, Honor Swinton Byrne. 

<+++ Everything Everywhere All at Once (‘22, 
Com) Stephanie Hsu, Ke Huy Quan, Michelle Yeoh. 

(:20) <+++ Carrie (1976, Horror) Piper Laurie,
William Katt, Sissy Spacek. 

<++ Men (‘22) Rory 
Kinnear, Jessie Buckley. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q: There’s much 
said these days about 
“unhitching from the 
Old Testament.” Does 
the Old Testament have 
authority today? – T.T.

A: The Old Testament 
may not seem relevant 
to many today, but it is, 
because it’s God’s Holy 
Word, and He has much 
to teach us through its 
pages. The message of 
Jesus Christ is the story 
of the Bible — it is the 
story of salvation. Stu-
dents of the Bible have 
traced the story of Jesus 
from the beginning of 
the Old Testament, for 
He is the true theme of 
the Old as well as the 
New Testament. Jesus 
is seen in the Old Testa-
ment as the angel of the 

Lord, but in the New 
Testament Jesus 
came in the flesh, 

and He manifests Him-
self as the Risen Christ, 
the Son of the Living 
God, who says, “Scrip-
ture cannot be broken” 
(John 10:35).

Jesus quoted from 
the Old Testament. The 
apostles quoted from the 
Old Testament. “Who-
ever calls on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved” 
(Joel 2:32; Romans 
10:13). The book of Isa-
iah says, “Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and 
bear a Son, and shall call 
His name Immanuel” 
(7:14). The same is said 
in Matthew 1:23.

The Old Testament 
predicted Christ’s birth, 
death, and resurrection. 
Every important event in 
Jesus’ life was described 

many centuries before 
He came in the flesh, and 
when Jesus came, He 
fulfilled every prophecy. 
The New Testament doc-
uments the fulfillment 
of these prophecies, yet 
many people still reject 
its truth.

Is there any authority 
left? Is there a path we 
can follow? Can we find 
a codebook that will give 
us the answers to life? 
Yes on all accounts. The 
answers are found in the 
ancient and historic book 
called the Bible. It is the 
Living Word of God still 
today.

(This column is based 
on the words and writ-
ings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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VEHICLES
2005 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX
Good shape runs nice 189k
miles needs some minor atten-
tion $2,000.00 OBO
260-249-4763

SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HOUSE PAINTER Painter to
resurface the stain on a nice tri
-level house in Northern Wells
County.
Write-----Homeowner-Box. 158
-Uniondale, IN 46791

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

WE ARE HIRING

1ST SHIFT
COMPETITIVE WAGES

FULL TIME EMPLOYMENT

APPLY ONLINE AT
HTTPS://ALH-BUILDING.

COM

MUST PASS
DRUG SCREEN

MARKLE, IN

NEED MORE

EMPLOYEES?

Place a 20 word, six day line
classified ad for $24.50. Add
a graphic or photo for an ad-
ditional $5. Contact the
Bluffton News-Banner,
260-824-0224, 125 N. John-
son St., submit online at
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

PART-TIME LANDSCAPER,

HOUSE cleaner, odd jobs,
260-565-3780.

WANTED: A DEPENDABLE

driver to work and haul Amish
crew. Company will furnish
van. Call 260-450-3649.

LENGERICH MEATS IS look-
ing for a motivated and reliable
individual with great attention
to detail to join our team. The
position is for general labor
starting at $15.00/hr. Send
your resume to
Lengerich@frontier.com or
stop in and fill out an applica-
tion.

FOR SALE
Pets

FRENCH BULLDOG PUP-

PIES 14 weeks- full AKC, all
shots etc
Facebook- Perfect French bull-
dogs
260-307-3490
angela46992@yahoo.com
https://m.facebook.com/groups
/ 281436650673060 / ? r e -
f=share&mibextid=S66gvF

MINI DACHSHUND PUPPIES

2 chocolate and tan males and
2 chocolate tan females will be
ready on 1st week june 1st
shots worming vet checked
due claws removed playful
$450 mom and dad on site
260-701-0666
andyryan121@hotmail.com

REAL ESTATE
Home For Sale

5 BEDROOM, 2 bath, Poneto
home, 2+ acres, several out-
buildings, many updates,
Southern Wells School District,
$325,000, 260-273-1607.

SELL
YOUR

STUFF!
All Classified Line Ads 

automatically appear on the 
News-Banner website at 

NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE! 

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited 
to “For Sale” and “Automotive” 
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE 
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells 
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage 
Sale Guide!

Get a FREE 
GARAGE SALE KIT 

when you place your Garage 
Sale ad in The News-Banner for 
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum). Limited to 
one-item, private party only.

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each
———————

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services 
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s 

Most Popular Daily Marketplace!
20 Words, 
2-Month Special:    97

ATTENTION 
GRABBERS!

Add a photo or artwork to any 
ad! You can also add a headline 
or other attention-getters for 
less than you’d expect! Place 
your ad ON-LINE and explore 
the possibilities!

 $

 $

 $

 $

SELL
YOUR

WHEELS!

$

Lottery Numbers

Public Notice

Tuesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 11-15-26-28-
45

Cash4Life —  11-14-26-
41-49-, Cash Ball: 04

Quick Draw Midday — 
05-10-11-14-20-24-31-37-
38-40-42-43-51-54-56-58-
64-67-74-80, BE: 31

Daily Three-Midday — 
07-07-01, SB: 02

Daily Three-Evening — 
07-02-04, SB: 01

Daily Four-Midday — 
00-03-03-01, SB: 02

Daily Four-Evening — 
09-08-09-08, SB: 01

Quick Draw Evening 
— 02-04-05-14-20-21-24-
28-30-31-35-37-41-46-48-
63-66-71-72-74, BE: 20

Hoos ier Lot to  — 
Estimated jackpot (for 
Wednesday): $20 million

MEGA MILLIONS
08-10-19-44-47; Mega 

Ball: 04; Megaplier: 4X. 
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Wednesday): $340 million

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

SUMMONS – SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF INDIANA 	 )
	 ) SS:

COUNTY OF WELLS )
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

	 WELLS COUNTY
	 BLUFFTON, INDIANA
	 CAUSE NO:

90C01-2305-MF-000007
DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL 	 )
TRUST COMPANY, AS 	 )
TRUSTEE FOR MORGAN 	 )
STANLEY ABS CAPITAL I INC. 	 )
TRUST 2006-HE5, MORTGAGE )
PASS-THROUGH 	 )
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 	 )
2006-HE5 	 )

	 PLAINTIFF 	 )
vs 		  )

MICKY HESS A/K/A MICKY E. 	 )
HESS, SR., DECEASED; SARA 	 )
ELIZABETH HESS, DECEASED; )
ANDREW HESS, PERSONAL 	 )
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 	 )
ESTATE OF MICKY HESS 	 )
A/K/A MICKY E. HESS, SR., 	 )
DECEASED; MANDY MARIE 	 )
WHITE; MICKY E. HESS, JR.; 	 )
ANDREW HESS; UNKNOWN 	 )
HEIRS AND/OR DEVISEES OF 	 )
MICKY HESS A/K/A MICKY E. 	 )
HESS, SR., DECEASED; 	 )
ESTATE OF MICKY HESS 	 )
A/K/A MICKY E. HESS, SR., 	 )
DECEASED; CONSOLIDATED 	 )
MORTGAGE AND FINANCIAL 	 )
SERVICES CORPORATION; 	 )
BLUFFTON HEALTH SYSTEM, 	 )
LLC D/B/A BLUFFTON 	 )
REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER 	 )

	 DEFENDANTS 	 )
NOTICE OF SUIT

To the defendants above 
named, and any other person who 
may be concerned.

You are notified that you have 
been sued in the Court above 
named.

The nature of the suit against 
you is the foreclosure of a mort-
gage upon the property legally 
described as follows:

	 Parcel I:
	 Lot Number Nine (9) and the 

South Half of Lot Number Ten (10) 
as known and designated on the 
recorded plat of the Town of Key-
stone, together with the alley run-
ning East and West between said 
lots and the West Half of the alley 
formerly running North and South 
along the East side of said lots, as 
recorded in Plat Record 2, Page 
21 in the Office of the Recorder of 
Wells County, Indiana.

	 Parcel II:
	 Lot Number Eight (8) as 

known and designated on the 
recorded plat of the Town of Key-
stone, as recorded in Plat Record 
2, Page 21 in the Office of the 
Recorder of Wells County, Indiana.

	 Also, a part of the Northwest 
Quarter of Section twenty-six (26), 
in Township Twenty-five (25) North, 
Range Eleven (11) East, and 
described as follows: Beginning 33 
rods South of the Northwest corner 
of said Section 26; thence running 
at right angle with the Fort Wayne, 
Cincinnati and St. Louis Railroad 
Company’s right of way to the 
line of said right of way, the same 
being a distance of 88 feet; thence 
Southwest along the West line of 
said right of way to a point where 
the said right of way crosses the 
West boundary line of said Section 
26, the same being 208-2/3 feet; 
thence North on said boundary line 
to the place of beginning, being 
227 1/2 feet.

	 Commonly known as:
	 10159 South 200 West
	 Keystone, IN 46759
This summons by publication is 

specifically directed to the following 
defendant(s) whose whereabouts 
are unknown.

Mandy Marie White
Micky E. Hess, Jr.
Unknown Heirs and/or Devi-

sees of Micky Hess a/k/a Micky E. 
Hess, Sr., Deceased

Estate of Micky Hess a/k/a 
Micky E. Hess, Sr., Deceased

Consolidated Mortgage and 
Financial Services Corporation

In addition to the above-named 
defendants being served by this 
summons, there may be other 
defendants who have an interest in 
this lawsuit.

An answer or other appropriate 
response in writing to the Com-
plaint must be filed either by you or 
your attorney with the Clerk of the 
Court for Wells County at:

	 Clerk of Wells County
	 Courthouse,

102 West Market Street
	 Bluffton, IN 46714
on or before the 21 day of July, 

2023, (the same being thirty (30) 
days after the Third Notice of Suit), 
and if you fail to do so a judgment 
may be entered against you for 
what the plaintiff has demanded.

	 Codilis Law, LLC
Electronically Signed by:

	 /s/ Brian Berger
	 19753-45

ATTEST:
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court
Attorney for Plaintiff
Codilis Law, LLC
8050 Cleveland Place
Merrillville, IN 46410
(219) 736-5579
15-23-00592
NOTE: This law firm is a debt 
collector.

nb 6/7, 6/14, 6/21
hspaxlp

JUNE 18-JUNE 25 - (ONLINE ONLY AUCTION) - Various con-
signors, seller. Outstanding line of machinist tooling, lathes, 
1st Edition Machinery’s Hand Book, 5-ton presses, metal cutting 
saw, vintage and handmade fishing lures, collection of vintage 
rod & reels, vintage toys, wooden boat, canoe, 1950’s Massey 
Harris 44 gas tractor, lawn roller, heavy duty engine hoist, 
antiques, collectibles, glassware, modern furniture. Preview: 
June 15 and June 22 from 3-6 p.m. 102 S. Jefferson St. Ossian, 
IN. Sale manager, Patrick Carter, The Steffen Group Inc., 260-
824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
JUNE 19-JUNE 23 - (Online Only Auction) - Golfo Di Napoli 
Realty, LLC, seller’s. 7916 South Warren Road, Warren, IN. 
“State of the Art Organic Cheese Manufacturing Facility.” Tract 
1: Modern 31,000 SF manufacturing building with retail area on 
40+/- acres. Tract 2: Complete line of Italian cheese processing 
equipment. Tract 3: Combination of Tract 1 and 2. Brandon Stef-
fen, sale manager, The Steffen Group Inc., (260) 824-3006.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOSING JUNE 25 
STARTING AT 4 PM EST - Multiple Consigners, owner. Online 
only consignment auction! 1,000+ lots! Featuring furniture, 
household items, glassware, collectibles, antiques, TV’s, silver 
coins, tools, guns, Amazon return items, (18) 20.00 gold pieces 
& much more! Auction Preview: June 22, 3-5 p.m., 815 Adams 
Street, Decatur, IN. Pick Up times: June 26, 1-6 p.m. & June 27, 
9 a.m.-noon. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, 
Kjauction.com.
JULY 2-9 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of Jeffery C. 
Hill, seller. 8303 Cha Cha Peta Pass Fort Wayne, IN. John 
Deere E100 hydrostatic lawn mower, Toro SS-4225 zero turn 
hydrostatic lawn mower, single axel utility trailer, lawn & garden 
items, Craftsman lg. & sm. power tools, Coleman 4-HP/20 gal. 
air compressor, modern furniture, Frigidaire refrigerator freezer, 
Whirlpool Cabrio washer, Whirlpool electric Cabrio dryer, Fine 
Arts Sterling Crown Princess flatware, unique divided relish serv-
ing tray, glassware, collectibles. Preview: June 29 and July 6 
from 3-6 p.m. Sale manager, Patrick Carter, The Steffen Group 
Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN & STARTS CLOSING JULY 11 - 6 p.m. 
EST - Brittany & Ryan Kemp, owners. 327 W. Wabash, Bluff-
ton. Online only real estate auction! 1,744+/- sq. feet, 3 bed, 2 full 
bath, slab, 16’x17’ detached garage, .15 acre lot, Zoned: Resi-
dential, M.S.D. Bluffton-Harrison Schools, Harrison Township, 
Section 4, Wells County, Indiana. Open house: June 20, 5-6 p.m. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.
com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN & STARTS CLOSING JULY 11 - 7 p.m. 
EST - Randy McKean, owner. Online only real estate auction! 
604+/- sq. feet, 1 bed, 1 bath, slab, 20’x22’ detached garage, .15 
acre lot, Zoned: Residential, North Adams Community Schools, 
Root Township, Section 34, Adams County, Indiana. Perfect 
investment property! Open house by appointment only, 827 Dier-
kes Street, Decatur. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-
724-7402, Kjauction.com.

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

1440 PARLOR CITY DR MUL-
TI FAMILY GARAGE SALE
Girls NB-10; boys NB-6; Ju-
niors xsmall thru women's
medium clothing. Hollister,
True Religion, American Ea-
gle, Maurice's. House lights,
antique lamp shade, breast
pump and misc. Jun. 15 12:00
PM-5:00 PM, Jun. 16 9:00 AM-
5:00 PM, Jun. 17 9:00 AM-
1:00PM. Rain or Shine

FRIDAY 8 A.M.-5 P.M., Satur-
day, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., 10420 N.
St. Rd. 1, Ossian. Microwave,
mini fridge, women's clothing
XS-SM, snowblower, sports/
non-sports cards (old and
new), coins, winter coats, Hot
Wheels, die cast, memorabilia,
stamps, antiques, flat screen
TV, trailer hitch.

JUNE 15 & 16, 8a-4p, June
17, 8a-3p, 402 Homestead
Ave., Ossian. CDs & DVDs,
amber glass, household, furni-
ture, books, children's clothes,
Christmas, garden items.

THURS. AND FRI., JUNE 15
AND 16 FROM 8:30 A.M. TO
4 P.M., 605 HEATHERWOOD
LANE, OSSIAN, A WIDE VA-
RIETY OF ITEMS.

HUGE RUMMAGE SALE

June 16 & 17, Friday & Satur-
day, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. located at
New Beginning Church, 2187
W. St. Rd. 218, Bluffton, Ind.
Two miles west of Poneto, Ind.
or five miles east of St. Rd. 3.
Many items, Massey Ferguson
51 tractor, many trailers, tools,
guns, routers, generator, air
tools, roofing nailer and nails,
guitars, fence charger, saddle,
bow and arrows, HP printer,
puppies, table saw, camping
equipment, and many, many
others. Come check it out.

HELOISE HINT: When or-
ganizing a garage sale. Sort 
through all your stuff and throw 
away old, damaged or broken 
items. Only keep the items you 
know will sell. Old, broken or 
damaged items could be dan-
gerous to use. Write to Heloise, 
P.O. Box 795001, San Antonio, 
TX 78279-5001.

Motorcycles

2019 CAN AM Ryker Rally
900 Ace. 4,900 miles. Garage
kept. Fully Automatic. Re-
verse, One owner. No trades
please. $9,000. Call 1(260)
827-7491. Bluffton.

Auto/Trucks

Auto/Trucks

HELOISE HINT: If your teen is 
just learning to drive. Experts 
say to be a good role model for 
your teen and to let your teen 
watch you drive. You can ex-
plain how to deal with difficult 
road situations or emergencies, 
and they will know to follow the 
good example you set for them. 
Fax Heloise @ 210-HELOISE 
(435-6473).

Help Wanted

THE TOWN OF Ossian is tak-
ing application for a General
Maintenance Worker. Employ-
ee is to perform a variety of
custodial and maintenance du-
ties in order to maintain and
repair Town facilities, equip-
ment, property, streets, parks,
water & sewer utilities. Em-
ployee reports to the Town
Manager. Please pick up appli-
cation: Ossian Town Hall, 507
N Jefferson, Ossian, IN 46777,
7 am to 3:30 pm.

CONSTRUCTION CA-
REERS- ALL SKILL LEVELS
AT JACKSON CONSTRUC-
TION With our continued
growth, we're seeking to hire
hard-working local team
members for several com-
mercial & industrial construc-
tion-related roles. These
include skilled carpenters
and laborers in masonry, car-
pentry and steel erection. All
skill and experience levels
will be considered with a
good work ethic and an inter-
est to work in the field at our
various construction sites
around the region. These are
full time positions with paid
benefits, competitive wages,
tool allowance and matching
401k. All with a company
where we recently celebrated
our 75th anniversary. Come
join our team! Please send
resume to
hireme@jjacksonco.com. or
call our office in town at (260)
824-0918 to get a job appli-
cation.
www.jjacksonco.com

OFFICE CLEANING, PART-

TIME, 3 nights a week in
Bluffton. Extra income job.
Perfect for retirees or couples.
Call 260-749-6532.

HELOISE HINT: When starting 
a new job and using a com-
pany computer. Do not pass 
around jokes or forward com-
ments about your other co-
workers. Be professional on it, 
as companies can easily track 
your history. Send your job-
success story to Heloise, P.O. 
Box 795001. San Antonio, TX 
78279-5001

Follow us at...
twitter.com/newsbanner

HELOISE HINT: If your cat or 
dog sleeps a lot. You may need 
to play with it more or take it for 
a walk for exercise. Your pet 
needs to be engaged. Pets get 
bored and do need attention 
from their owners! Fax Heloise 
@ 210-HELOISE (435-6473).

Real Estate
LOOKING TO SELL your 
Home? Save time & money, 
connect with the Top Agents in 
your area to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781 (I)


