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Amstutz named IASP’s Elementary Teacher of the Year

By SYDNEY KENT

The 2023 Bluffton-Harrison MSD Educator of the Year,
Jacob Amstutz, has been recognized at the state level.

Amstutz, a design and innovation teacher at Bluffton-
Harrison Elementary School, was named the Indianapolis
Indians and the Indiana Association of School Principals
Elementary Teacher of the Year during a pre-game ceremo-
ny at the May 20 Indians’ game.

Amstutz said he wanted to attend the game; however, the
date coincided with an event that held a higher priority in his
heart.

“I received the email letting me know I was nominated,
and I let them know that I was super honored for the rec-
ognition and thankful for what they’re doing for teachers,”
Amstutz said. “However, my daughters had a dance recital
that same night, and I had to choose that over this, no ques-
tion.”

Amstutz said the IASP still wanted to recognize him at
the game, though he did not expect to win any awards.

“Saturday night during the game, I received an email tell-
ing me that I won. I was like what? I won what? It turns
out, there was another level to it, it wasn’t just recognition,”
Amstutz said. “They then picked a winner from the teachers
based on what their superintendents who nominated them
wrote. | was at intermission at the dance and thought it was
so awesome.”

According to Amstutz, BHMSD Superintendent Dr. Brad
Yates nominated him for the honor.

“Mr. Amstutz creates a welcoming, trusting envi-
ronment for students to feel connected to the content as
well as the ever-evolving world of technology,” Dr. Yates
said in a press release this week. “His students engage in

(Continued on Page 2)
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School’s out

On their last day of school, Ossian Elementary School
students boarded their buses home in a parade of
cheers, tears and goodbyes. (Photos by Holly Gaskill)

Amstutz said he chooses

a coffee mug to use for the
entire year. On the last day

of school, he adds the cup

to his collection. Amstutz is
pictured holding his 10th mug
for the last time and with his
favorite item in the classroom,
an impressive tool intended to
introduce students to robotics
and engineering. (Photo by
Sydney Kent)

Norwell Middle
School construction
continues smoothly

By HOLLY GASKILL

Construction on the new
Norwell Middle School con-
tinues to go well, said Dylan
Markley of Weigand Con-
struction.

In the last month, crews
have continued demolish-
ing the existing mechani-
cal room, drywalling the
front office, installing exte-
rior brick and substrate,
and roofing the building.
They’ve also continued to
put in non-load-bearing
walls, and mechanical, elec-
trical and plumbing compo-
nents.

Superintendent Mike
Springer emphasized how
fortunate the project has
been.

“In the midst of things,
we sometimes take these
things for granted,” Spring-
er said. “It’s a major proj-
ect, and it’s going really
well.”

Markley said they plan
to continue existing work
through the next month and
start on block wall rein-
forcement, block walls in
the existing school, com-

plete roofing and install a
partition track in the multi-
purpose rooms.

Later during the meeting,
the school board approved
the sale of two spare buses
to LifeWise Academy for $1
each.

Springer stated these
buses cannot pass inspec-
tion due to expensive
repairs, and LifeWise
Academy had someone
lined up to take care of the
repairs.

Other updates included:

e $23,822.23 was raised
for Riley Hospital for Chil-
dren during the dance mara-
thon.

* The approved Melinda
Scheumann as education
services director.

* Resignations were
accepted from Lancaster
Central Elementary first
grade teacher Erin New-
comb, Norwell High School
freshman basketball coach
Frank Baute, LES teaching
assistant Anah Branham,
NMS eighth grade math
teacher Hollie Parker, LES

(Continued on Page 2)

American Legion hosts
Memorial Day events

To honor Memorial Day this upcoming Monday, May
29, the American Legion Post 111 will host four services.

Two abbreviated services will be held at 8 a.m. and 8:30
a.m. in Bluffton. The first will be held at EIm Grove Cem-
etery and the second will be at Fairview Cemetery.

Following at 9:30 a.m., a full service will be hosted in

front of American Legion Post 111 at 111 W. West Wash-
ington St. in Bluffton. The service will be led by Father Ste-
phen Felicichia, Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church
and School in Fort Wayne, and an Army veteran.

Another full service will take place at 11 a.m. at Oaklawn
Cemetery in Ossian.
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(Continued from Page 1)

foundational activities in the areas
of science, math, engineering, and
technology while adding an unri-
valed amount of ‘cool factor’ as Mr.
Amstutz has a unique ability to con-
nect with students and draw them into

Norwell construction

(Continued from Page 1)

special education teacher Hailee Hor-
mann, and Ossian Elementary School
Bear Care staff members Kristina
Riley and Caitlyn Lewis.

e The board approved the
employment recommendations of
Andrew Johnson as head coach for
NHS boys soccer, Laura McCon-

the many technology activities in the
classroom.”

Amstutz says, some things he
looks forward to during the summer
with his daughters are water bal-
loons, squirt guns, and lots of arts
and crafts.

“I’m stoked for it, but it’s bitter-
sweet. Knowing the fourth graders
won’t be returning, it can be hard to let
them go,” Amstutz said. “It’s all a part
of the ride, I’m so happy to be the one
that gets to steer the ship.”

sydney@news-banner.com

nell as LES guidance counselor,
Rick Hoopingarner as NMS seventh
grade girls basketball coach, Amy
Simmerman as OES teaching assis-
tant, Deb Dilley and Andrea John-
son as elementary summer IREAD-
3 teachers, and James Feldheiser,
Lexus Newton and Amy Donley as
NHS summer school teachers. Kyle

Bailey will also return to NHS sum-
mer ag, Ron Harnish to NHS sum-
mer ICE and Samuel Wells to NHS
summer band.

¢ A $200 donation was accepted
from the Hiday Automotive group for
the NMS robotics club.

* NHS graduation is June 4.

holly@news-banner.com

End of school celebrations

Students and staff enjoying final festivities on the last day of school at Bluffton-Harrison Elementary School. (Photo by
Sydney Kent)

U.S., World News Roundup

Oath Keepers founder
sentenced to 18 years

for seditious conspiracy

WASHINGTON (AP) — Oath
Keepers extremist group founder
Stewart Rhodes was sentenced Thurs-
day to 18 years in prison for orchestrat-
ing a weekslong plot that culminated in
his followers attacking the U.S. Capi-
tol in a bid to keep President Joe Biden
out of the White House after winning
the 2020 election.

Rhodes, 58, is the first person con-
victed of seditious conspiracy in the
Jan. 6, 2021, attack to receive his pun-
ishment, and his sentence is the longest
handed down so far in the hundreds of
Capitol riot cases.

It’s another milestone for the Justice
Department’s sprawling Jan. 6 inves-
tigation, which has led to seditious
conspiracy convictions against the
top leaders of two far-right extremist
groups authorities say came to Wash-
ington prepared to fight to keep Presi-
dent Donald Trump in power at all
costs.

“The Justice Department will con-
tinue to do everything in our power
to hold accountable those criminally
responsible for the January 6th attack
on our democracy,” Attorney General
Merrick Garland said in a statement.

In a first for a Jan. 6 case, the judge
agreed with the Justice Department
that Rhodes’ actions should be pun-
ished as “terrorism,” which increases
the recommended sentence under fed-
eral guidelines. That decision could
foreshadow lengthy sentences down
the road for other far-right extremists,
including former Proud Boys leader
Enrique Tarrio, who have also been
convicted of the rarely used charge.

DeSantis pushes past
embarrassing campaign

start, raises $8.2M

CONCORD, N.H. (AP) — Flor-
ida Gov. Ron DeSantis on Thursday
sought to push past an embarrassing
beginning to his presidential campaign,
outlining an aggressive travel schedule
as his allies insisted they remain well
funded and well positioned for a long
Republican primary fight ahead.

While DeSantis supporters pri-
vately acknowledged the bungled
announcement was an unwelcome
distraction, there was a broad sense
— even among some Republican crit-
ics — that it would likely have limited
long-term political consequences, if
any at all. For the doubters, the cam-
paign confirmed Thursday night that it
had raised $8.2 million in the 24 hours
since entering the race, a massive sum
that far exceeded the amount raised

by President Joe Biden over the same
period.

“Do they wish they could do it
over again? Probably,” David Oman,
a veteran Republican Iowa operative,
said of DeSantis’ glitch-ridden open-
ing. “Will we be talking about it in 10
days? Probably not.”

DeSantis formally launched his
campaign Wednesday night during
an online conversation with Twitter
CEO Elon Musk. But the audio stream
crashed repeatedly, making it difficult
for most users to hear the announce-
ment in real time.

On Thursday, the Republican gov-
ernor announced plans for a three-state
blitz next week featuring at least a
dozen stops. He’s scheduled to cam-
paign Tuesday and Wednesday in Iowa
before a trip to New Hampshire on
Thursday and South Carolina on Fri-
day.

Guam: no reports of
major damage in the

aftermath of typhoon

HAGATNA, Guam (AP) — Chain-
saws buzzed Friday as neighbors
helped neighbors clear toppled trees
and began cleaning the wreckage of
Typhoon Mawar, which walloped
Guam as the strongest typhoon to hit
the island in over two decades but
appeared to have passed without leav-
ing death or massive destruction in its
wake.

While it was still early going in the
recovery effort, police Sgt. Paul Tapao
said there did not seem to be any major
damage, main roads were passable and
“Guam has been very blessed to have
no storm-related deaths or any serious
injuries.”

To Tapao, the roar of the mechani-
cal saws was a reminder of the resil-
ience of the storm-prone U.S. Pacific
territory and its people.

“Everyone helps out with the clean-
ing,” he said. “That’s the Guamanian
way — that’s embedded in the blood.”

He added that there’s a saying in
Chamorro — the indigenous lan-
guage of the Mariana Islands — “inafa
maolek,” that means cooperation, a
concept of restoring harmony or order.

Ford electric vehicle
owners to get access to

Tesla charger network

DETROIT (AP) — All of Ford
Motor Co.’s current and future elec-
tric vehicles will have access to about
12,000 Tesla Supercharger stations
in the U.S. and Canada starting next
spring.

Ford CEO Jim Farley and Tesla

CEO Elon Musk announced the agree-
ment Thursday during a “Twitter Spac-
es” audio chat.

“We think this is a huge move for
our industry and for all electric cus-
tomers,” Farley said.

Musk said he didn’t want Tesla’s
network to be a “walled garden” and
that he wants to use it to support sus-
tainable transportation.

“It is our intent to do everything
possible to support Ford and have Ford
be on an equal footing at Tesla Super-
chargers,” Musk said.

UN peacekeeping on
75th anniversary:

challenges ahead

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — On
the 75th anniversary of U.N. peace-
keeping, the United Nations chief
said Thursday that peacekeepers are
increasingly working in places where
there is no peace and praised the more
than 4,200 who have given their lives
to the cause of peace since the U.N.
authorized its first military deployment
in 1948.

It was a day to look back at the suc-
cesses of peacekeeping from Liberia
to Cambodia and its major failures in
former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, but
also to the challenges ahead, includ-
ing dealing with more violent environ-
ments, fake news campaigns, and a
divided world that is preventing peace-
keeping’s ultimate goal: successfully
restoring stable governments.

And it was a day to honor the more
than 2 million peacekeepers from 125
countries who have served in 71 opera-
tions since the U.N. Security Council
sent those first military observers to
supervise implementation of Israeli-
Arab armistice agreements following
their war.

At a ceremony honoring the fallen
peacekeepers, U.N. Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres asked the hundreds
of uniformed military officers and
diplomats to stand for a moment of
silence in their memory and then pre-
sented medals for the 103 peacekeep-
ers killed in 2022 to ambassadors from
their 39 home countries. And at the
start of a U.N. Security Council meet-
ing on peace in Africa shortly after, all
those in the chamber stood in tribute
to peacekeepers who paid the ultimate
price.

The secretary-general told the cer-
emony, after laying a wreath at the
Peacekeepers Memorial on the lawn at
U.N. headquarters, that what began 75
years ago “as a bold experiment” in the
Mideast “is now a flagship enterprise
of our organization.” For civilians
caught in conflict, he said, peacekeep-
ers are “a beacon of hope and protec-
tion.”
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Weather

Friday, May 26, 2023
(24-hour observations at 7:44 p.m. Thursday)
High: 66; Low: 43; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.78

feet at 9:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast

Today: Sunny, with a high near 72. Northeast wind 10 to

15 mph.

Tonight: Mostly clear, with a low around 46. Northeast
wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 77. East wind

around 10 mph.

Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 53.

East wind around 10 mph.

Sunday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 77.

Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 55.

Memorial Day: Mostly sunny, with a high near 82.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 58.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high near 85.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 61.

Wednesday: Sunny, with a high near 88.

Wednesday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 64.

Thursday: A slight chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Sunny, with a high near 89.

Debt ceiling talks on
the brink, lawmakers
leave for the weekend

By LISA MASCARO,
STEPHEN GROVES,
SEUNG MIN KIM
and KEVIN FREKING
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) —
House Republicans pushed
debt ceiling talks to the
brink Thursday, displaying
risky political bravado in
leaving town for the holiday
weekend just days before
the U.S. could face an
unprecedented default hurl-
ing the global economy into
chaos.

At the Capitol, Speaker
Kevin McCarthy said “every
hour matters” in talks with
President Joe Biden’s team
as they try to work out a
budget agreement. Republi-
can are demanding spending
cuts the Democrats oppose
as their price for raising the
legal debt limit.

“We’ve been taking to
the White House all day,”
McCarthy, R-Calif., told
reporters as he left the Capi-
tol for the evening, with his
top negotiators soon to fol-
low. “We’re working hard to
make it happen.”

In remarks at the White
House, Biden said, “It’s
about competing versions
of America.” Yet both men
expressed optimism that the
gulf between their positions
could be bridged.

The White House said
discussions with the Repub-
licans have been productive,
including by video confer-
ence Thursday, though seri-
ous disagreements remained
as the president fights for his
priorities.

“The only way to move
forward is with a biparti-
san agreement,” Biden said.
“And I believe we’ll come
to an agreement that allows
us to move forward and pro-
tects the hardworking Amer-
icans of this country.”

As the deadline nears, it’s
clear the Republican speak-
er — who leads a Donald
Trump-aligned party whose
hard-right flank lifted him to
power, and who spoke to the
former president this week
— is now staring down a
potential crisis.

Lawmakers are tentative-
ly not expected back at work
until Tuesday, just two days
from June 1, when Trea-
sury Secretary Janet Yel-
len has said the U.S. could

start running out of cash to
pay its bills and face a fed-
eral default. Biden will also
be away, departing Friday
for the presidential retreat
at Camp David, Maryland,
and Sunday for his home in
Wilmington, Delaware. The
Senate is on recess and will
be until after Memorial Day.

Meanwhile, Fitch Rat-
ings agency placed the
United States’ AAA credit
on “ratings watch negative,”
warning of a possible down-
grade.

Democratic lawmak-
ers lined up on the House
floor as the workday ended
to blame “extreme” Repub-
licans for the risky potential
default. “Republicans have
chosen to get out of town
before sundown,” said House
minority leader Hakeem Jef-
fries of New York.

Weeks of negotiations
between Republicans and
the White House have failed
to produce a deal — in part
because the Biden admin-
istration has resisted nego-
tiating with McCarthy over
the debt limit, arguing that
the country’s full faith and
credit should not be used as
leverage to extract other par-
tisan priorities.

McCarthy is holding out
for steep spending cuts that
Republicans are demanding
in exchange for their vote
to raise the nation’s borrow-
ing limit. The White House
has offered to freeze next
year’s 2024 spending at cur-
rent levels and restrict 2025
spending, but the Repub-
lican leader says that’s not
enough.

One idea is to set those
topline budget numbers but
then add a “snap-back” pro-
vision that enforces the cuts if
Congress is unable during its
annual appropriations process
to meet the new goals.

“We have to spend less
than we spent last year. That
is the starting point,” said
McCarthy.

Pressure is bearing down
on McCarthy from the
House’s right flank not to
give in to any deal, even if it
means blowing past the June
1 deadline.

“Don’t take an exit ramp
five exits too early,” said
Rep. Chip Roy, R-Texas, a
Freedom Caucus member.
“Let’s hold the line.”
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Posing in a red Riley Hospital wagon to show support for one

of the many children treated by the hospital. (

(Photo submitted)

Little Red Wagon

BHMSD recognized for contributions
to Riley Hospital for Children

By SYDNEY KENT

Bluffton Harrison Metropolitan School District was rec-
ognized for its contributions to Riley Hospital for Children
during the May school board meeting.

Susan Miles of Riley Hospital says BHMSD is the only
school corporation in Indiana that has had a Red Wagon Cor-
poration designation every year since the program started in
2007, according to a press release from BHMSD last week.

"Currently schools need to raise more than $4,000 to
sponsor a Red Wagon at the hospital. That amount will
increase to $5,000 July 1. Not a problem for MSD Bluff-

ton-Harrison Schools,”

Miles said in an email to the News-

Banner. “I also wanted to update you on the school corpo-
ration’s 30-year Riley gift history. You have an incredibly
generous community there in Bluffton."

Miles reported a total donation of $283,862.83 between
the three schools with the following breakdown:

Bluffton High School donations 1995-2023: $77,926.06.

Bluffton-Harrison Middle School

$157,382.12

1993-2023

Bluffton-Harrison Elementary 1993-2023 $48,554.65

“Not only are your students graduating with a wonderful
education and certification,” Miles told the board. “They’re
leaving with servant hearts because of the philanthropic
opportunities that you have afforded to them and we’re very
pleased to be the recipient of that at Riley Hospital."

sydney@news-banner.com

INCIDENTS

City:

Wednesday, 2:09 p.m.,
east Wiley Avenue and south
Main Street. Property dam-
age accident. Report to fol-
low.

Wednesday, 2:28 p.m.,
Walmart. Woman stole a dirt
bike.

Wednesday, 3:13 p.m.,
Wells County Lock-up.
Drugs.

Wednesday, 3:32 p.m.
Coco China Buffet. Man
threatened a woman.

Wednesday, 6:55 p.m.,
Roush Park. Juvenile was
being defiant and disorderly.

Wednesday, 7:02 p.m.,
Stogdill Road and Old Creek
Avenue. Traffic stop. Cour-
tesy transport provided.

Wednesday, 8:08 p.m.,
residence on Ellingham
Pike. Caller reported some-
one has been driving reck-
lessly and in the Nazarene
Church parking lot. Advised
subject of complaint. The
driver stated he was having
issues with the truck and did
turn around quickly in the
lot.

Wednesday, 9:33 p.m.,
residence on Capri Court.
Complaint of loud music.
Apartment advised they
would turn down the
music.

Thursday, 3:47 a.m.,
residence on south Williams
Street. Report of loud sand-
ing noise. Unable to locate.

Thursday, 8:20 a.m.,
Bluffton High School.
Report of vandalism to a
vehicle.

County:

Wednesday, 3:48 p.m.,
residence on 1000S, Warren.
Caller reported a man was
coming to pick up a truck
that the caller had done work
on, but didn’t want to pay for
the full work. The caller said
the man had made threats.
The deputy advised they
would have to get attorneys
for the civil issue.

Wednesday, 2:27 a.m.,
west Madison Avenue and
north Main Street, Bluffton.

Police Notebook
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Woman reported her hus-
band, Ryan Robert Max-
well, 45, Bluffton, had sto-
len her vehicle. The vehicle
located and it began to
accelerate, reaching speeds
over 80 mph. The vehicle
eventually pulled into the
entrance of IMI. Driver
was identified as the same
man from the report. Field
sobriety tests and chemical
test conducted. Maxwell
was arrested for operating
a vehicle while intoxicated,
a Class C misdemeanor,
and operating a vehicle
while intoxicated with a
prior conviction, a Class A
misdemeanor. Bond set at
$6,500. Bonded.

Wednesday, 4:35 a.m.,
residence on 100S, Liberty
Center. Caller reported their
home’s door knob had been
rattled, but nothing had fol-
lowed.

Wednesday, 6:26 a.m.,
west Cherry and South
Walmart streets. A man was
observed riding a bicycle
on the wrong side of the
road, and sergeant had to
swerve to avoid collision.
The rider refused to iden-
tify himself. The sergeant
told the man he would only
receive a warning for rid-
ing on the wrong side of the
road if he identified him-
self. The man refused. The
sergeant then told the man
he would be arrested for
failing to identify. The man
began backing away, and
said he needed to make a
phone call before identify-
ing himself. The man con-
tinued resisting being taken
into custody, and marijuana
products were found on
his person. The man, later
identified as Kyle Alan
Whan, 33, Bluffton, was
arrested for refusal to self
identify while stopped for
an infraction, a Class C
misdemeanor, resisting law
enforcement with a vehicle,
a Class A misdemeanor,
possession of marijuana, a
Class B misdemeanor, and
possession of controlled

substance paraphernalia,
a Class C misdemeanor.
Bond set at $3,500. Whan
was also found to have an
active warrant out of Noble
County.

Wednesday, 9:44 a.m.,
residence on south Merid-
ian Road, Bluffton. Assisted
the Wells County Proba-
tion Department in a home
check. The home smelled
of marijuana, and two caps
to hypodermic needles and
marijuana shake were locat-
ed in the probationer’s room.

Ossian:

Thursday, 12.34 a.m.,
north Jefferson Street and
Davis Road. Traffic stop
conducted on a vehicle with
its passenger side headlight
out. Driver Jadon Kelly
Kent, 26, Angola, showed
documentation for owner-
ship of the vehicle, but the
title had not been switched
to his name and the regis-
tration expired. Dispatch
advised Kent’s license also
expired. Kent was placed in
handcuffs and the vehicle
was searched due to the
strong smell of marijuana.
A vape pen with marijua-
na and three blunts were
found in the vehicle. Kent
was arrested for driving
while suspended, a Class
A misdemeanor, posses-
sion of marijuana, a Class
B misdemeanor, and pos-
session of paraphernalia, a
Class C misdemeanor. He
was also cited for expired
registration and improper
headlights. Booked and
released.

Thursday, 2:09 a.m.,
506 S Jefferson St. Traffic
stop conducted on a vehicle
driving without working
license plate lights. Driver
Ar Bee, 27, Fort Wayne,
advised she didn’t know it
had stopped working. Bee
said she had left her driv-
er’s license at home, but
provided a different name
to the deputy. The vehicle’s
registration returned to a
different vehicle, but the
deputy was able to con-

nect the driver and vehicle
to a previous incident, and
found that Bee’s license had
been suspended. Bee even-
tually admitted to using a
different name. She was
arrested for identity decep-
tion, a Level 6 felony,
driving while suspended
with a prior conviction, a
Class A misdemeanor, no
or improper headlights,
a Class C infraction, no
license plate lights, a Class
C infraction, and false or
fictitious registration plate,
a Class C infraction. Bond
set at $7,000. Bonded.

Wednesday, 5:05 a.m.,
north Jefferson Street and
Davis Road. Vehicle’s
license plate returned to
a driver with a suspended
license. Traffic stop con-
ducted. Lanetra C. Britt, 44,
Fort Wayne, was arrested
for driving while suspend-
ed, a Class A misdemeanor.
Booked and released.

FIRES

Wednesday, 8:23 p.m.,
Praxis. Fire alarm. Evacua-
tion in progress at 8:29 p.m.
Bluffton Fire Department
responded. No fire found.

ARRESTS

Dalton Douglas Ridge,
26, Huntington; possession
of a legend drug, a Level 6
felony. Bond set at $5,500.

Quayzeion Traqvawn
Wilson, 27, Bluffton; oper-
ating a vehicle without ever
receiving a license, a Class A
misdemeanor, and operating
without financial responsi-
bility, a Class C misdemean-
or. No bond set.

Justin Roger Slone, 35,
Huntington; resisting law
enforcement with a vehicle,
a Class A misdemeanor,
intimidation communica-
tion, a Level 6 felony, pos-
session of marijuana, a
Class B misdemeanor, and
public intoxication, a Class
B misdemeanor. Bond set at
$8.,500.

Joshua Alan Greaf, 40,
Markle; probation violation,
a Level 4 felony. No bond
set.

& Honoring veterans

i On Monday, May 22, and
Tuesday, May 23, scouts
from Markle Troop 128B and
Troop 128G leaders Jeremy
and Kirsten Lautzenhiser,
along with Heather Clampitt,
Steve Jackson, and Bluffton
Troop 149 members Dean
1 Stephens, Joe Kozlowski,

Craig Cavanaugh, and Troop
637 Huntington leaders Herb
Scott and Jerry Schmaltz,

| helped scouts place flags on
veterans’ gravesites at Wood-
lawn Cemetery and Markle
Cemetery. They honored Past
Commander Larry Jenks, who
passed in 2022 and who was
instrumental in placing flags
every year for Memorial Day.

(Photo submitted)

Indiana doctor’s discipline hearing centers on privacy

By TOM DAVIES
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS (AP)
— A hearing on possible
disciplinary action opened
Thursday for an Indianapo-
lis doctor who spoke pub-
licly about providing an
abortion to a 10-year-old
rape victim from Ohio, with
finger pointing over how
the case became a political
flashpoint in the national
abortion debate.

Indiana’s Republi-
can attorney general has
accused Dr. Caitlin Ber-
nard of violating state law
by not reporting the child
abuse to Indiana authorities.
She’s also accused of break-
ing federal patient privacy
laws by telling a newspa-
per reporter about the girl’s
treatment.

Bernard has consistently
defended her actions, and she
told the state Medical Licens-
ing Board on Thursday
that she followed Indiana’s
reporting requirements and
hospital policy by notifying

hospital social workers about
the child abuse — and that
the girl’s rape was already
being investigated by Ohio
authorities. Bernard’s law-
yers also said that she didn’t
release any identifying infor-
mation about the girl that
would break privacy laws.

The Indianapolis Star
cited the girl’s case in a July 1
article that sparked a national
political uproar in the weeks
after the U.S. Supreme Court
overturned Roe v. Wade last
summer, putting into effect
an Ohio law that prohibited
abortions after six weeks of
pregnancy. Some news out-
lets and Republican politi-
cians falsely suggested Ber-
nard fabricated the story,
until a 27-year-old man was
charged with the rape in
Columbus, Ohio. During an
event at the White House,
President Joe Biden nearly
shouted his outrage over the
case.

Bernard’s lawyer Alice
Morical told the board
Thursday that the doc-

Convenient Appointments
for the Busy Family!

Now Scheduling for Early Morning,

tor reported child abuse of
patients many times a year
and that a hospital social
worker had confirmed with
Ohio child protection staff-
ers that it was safe for the
girl to leave with her mother.
“Dr. Bernard could not
have anticipated the atypi-
cal and intense scrutiny that
this story received,” Mori-
cal said. “She did not expect
that politicians would say
that she made the story up.”
Indiana Attorney General
Todd Rokita’s complaint
asked the licensing board to
impose “appropriate disci-
plinary action” but doesn’t
specify a requested penalty.
Amid the wave of atten-
tion to the girl’s case last
summer, Rokita, who is
stridently anti-abortion, told
Fox News he would inves-
tigate Bernard’s actions
and called her an “abortion
activist acting as a doctor.”
Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral Cory Voight argued
Thursday that the board
must address what he called

an “egregious violation”
of patient privacy and Ber-
nard’s failure to notify Indi-
ana’s Department of Child
Services and police about
the rape.

“There’s been no case
like this before the board,”
Voight said. “No physician
has been as brazen in pursuit
of their own agenda.”

Voight asked Bernard
why she discussed the Ohio
girl’s case with the news-
paper reporter and later in
other news media interviews
rather than using a hypothet-
ical situation.

“I think that it’s incred-
ibly important for people to
understand the real-world
impacts of the laws of this
country about abortion,”
Bernard said. “I think it’s
important for people to
know what patients will
have to go through because
of legislation that is being
passed, and a hypothetical
does not make that impact.”

During Thursday’s hear-
ing, Rokita’s office kept up
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a running commentary on
its official Twitter account,
with one post saying “When
Bernard talked about the
high priority she puts on
legislation and speaking to
the public, she did so at the
expense of her own patient.
This shows where her prior-
ities are as an activist rather
than a doctor.”

J/Charles Edward\\

Klopfenstein
Military Graveside Service:
4 p.m. Saturday, May 27
at the Apostolic Christian
emetery, Adams County.
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A day to remember and honor

Memorial Day rolls around
again and we will take the oppor-
tunity to enjoy a day with family;
perhaps to fire up the backyard
grill or enjoy a round of golf or
relish a day at the lake. A day to
relax as summer begins.

Memorial Day became an of-
ficial federal holiday in 1971, but
it originated in the years following
the American Civil War. Some
of us remember it as Decora-
tion Day as it was first called;
a day meant to honor those
who died while serving in the
U. S. Military. It was a day
to visit their graves in nearby

cemeteries, to decorate their final resting places in
admiration and appreciation, and perhaps to share a
memory or a prayer. It was a day to look at old pho-
tographs; to recall the years of our loved one’s child-
hood and youth; to reminisce about happier times.
But technology and our ever-expanding pursuit
for knowledge tend to blur the past and focus our
attention on the future. These days we live in the
moment. The past is long gone. What once was is far

Guest
Column

o them made the ultimate sacrifice
Dewey that we might enjoy a day of peace.
Randall  Their memory and legacy are to be

honored.

less important than what is to come.
Even so, we should... we must...
never forget the sacrifices of the
brave men and women who took up
the standard to protect our nation
against the tyranny and oppres-
siveness of those who would bring
our country to its knees. Many of

The riches of our nation have
been coveted by despots around the
world for centuries. Only through
the dedication and undaunted valor

of those who serve has our country

endured.

to be enjoyed.

simple as this:

So, relish this day. Not only is it a holiday, it is
also a gift from those who have served. It is meant

And, if you are of a mind to do so, take a mo-
ment to remember with kind thoughts those brave
ones who have gone on before us. Possibly a prayer
might be in order as well. Perhaps something as

Lord, comfort the souls of those who have given

their lives in service to our great country. Look
with favor upon their families and friends and show

mercy to those who cannot understand their sacri-

Amen.

summer.

fice. May we all abide in your ever-present Grace.

Have a happy Memorial Day and an enjoyable

Dewey Randall is the Wells County Veterans Service Officer

Tackling America’s debt and deficit crisis
requires Social Security and Medicare reform

While current debt ceiling
negotiations largely concern
ways to restrain the discretionary
parts of the budget, any serious
proposal to tackle the emerging
debt and deficit crisis must also r
address our largest mandatory
spending programs: Social Secu-
rity and Medicare. Together,
these two programs will be
responsible for nearly 80 percent
of the deficit’s rise between 2023
and 2032, according to Con-
gressional Budget Office
(CBO) projections.

Social Security and tradi-
tional Medicare (Part A) are
both funded by payroll taxes
on a “pay-as-you-go basis.”
That is, current payroll taxes fund today’s
retirees. Unlike discretionary spending,
which must be voted on by Congress
every year during the appropriations
process, Social Security and Medicare
spending are mandated under current law.
Mandatory spending in its entirety repre-
sents over two-thirds of the current U.S.
budget.

An aging U.S. population and a declin-
ing worker-per-retiree ratio (now only
3 to 1) have contributed to the cost of
financing Social Security and Medicare.
Under current law, Medicare’s Hospital
Insurance Trust Fund will be insolvent by
2031, and Social Security’s Old Age,
Survivors, and Disability Insurance
(OASDI) Trust Fund by 2033. Without
reforms, Social Security benefits would
be automatically reduced across the board
by 20 percent, and Medicare hospital
insurance payments would be cut by 11
percent. Absent any reforms, the 2023
Trustees Report shows that a significant
payroll tax hike of 4.2 percent would be
required to close the current funding gap
for OASDI and Medicare.

Given the dire outlook presented in
the Trustees Report, policymakers must
reform these programs to ensure their
long-run stability. Below, we briefly
review various proposals over the past
decade to reform Social Security and
Medicare. The list is not exhaustive, but
it illustrates the possibility of tackling
this issue with a measured and bipartisan
approach.

Social Security Reforms

In 2010, President Obama established
the National Commission on Fiscal
Responsibility and Reform to develop
a plan to reduce the deficit. The biparti-
san commission produced what became
known as the Simpson-Bowles plan—
named after then-Senators Alan Simpson
(R-WY) and Erskine Bowles (D-NC)—
which proposed significant changes to
Social Security to ensure its fiscal sus-
tainability. Although the plan was never
enacted, many of its recommendations
can be found in other proposals, and for
this reason it is worth reviewing in full.

Simpson-Bowles would have slowed
benefit growth for high-income earners,
making Social Security more progressive.
Currently, benefits are calculated using a
three-bracket system, where higher earn-
ers receive a lower share of their lifetime
earnings than lower earners. The plan
would have gradually phased in a four-
bracket structure of replacement rates

N

Durante
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starting in 2017, reducing the
share of lifetime benefits for
higher earners even further.

Additionally, the plan would
have gradually raised the retire-
ment age. Under current law,
the normal retirement age is
67, but retirees can begin col-
lecting benefits as early as 62.
Simpson-Bowles would have
indexed both the normal and
early retirement ages to life
expectancy, making the normal
retirement age 68 by 2050.

Currently, all Social Secu-
rity benefits are adjusted for
inflation using the Consumer
Price Index for Urban Wage
Earners and Clerical Workers
(CPI-W). The plan would have switched
to chained CPI for cost-of-living adjust-
ments (COLASs) instead. The standard
CPI typically overstates inflation as it
doesn’t account for consumers’ ability to
switch to cheaper substitutes for goods,
whereas the chained CPI better captures
these consumption dynamics. Switching
to the chained CPI would slow benefit
growth and therefore reduce the overall
cost of the program.

On the revenue side, the plan would
have gradually raised the payroll tax
cap. Currently, wages and salaries

Alex

above $160,200 do not face the payroll
tax for Social Security. As a result, the tax
applies to about 83 percent of all wages
earned. Simpson-Bowles would have
raised the cap to ensure that 90 percent of
all wages were covered by 2050.
Another more recent proposal by Sen-
ator Bill Cassidy (R-LA) would attempt
to shore up Social Security by borrowing
$1.5 trillion and placing it in a diversified
investment fund that would be used to
replenish the Social Security trust fund.
Cassidy characterizes the proposal as a
bridge between President Bill Clinton’s
proposal to invest part of the trust fund in
stocks, and President George W. Bush’s
proposal to partially privatize Social
Security. However, the plan does not
include private accounts, a key feature in
successful pension reforms implemented

in several countries including Swe-
den and Australia. Lawmakers should
look to those experiences for guidance on
this promising direction of reform.
Medicare Reforms
Currently, physicians who serve
patients under traditional Medicare are
reimbursed under a fee-for-service sys-
tem, where they are compensated for the
quantity of services they provide rather
than the quality. This leads to physicians
often providing unnecessary treatments
or tests that do little to improve health
outcomes for their patients, driving up the
costs of Medicare. Proposals to reform
this included switching to a system
of bundled payments, where physicians
are reimbursed based on a fixed price for
specific medical episodes. The Center for
Medicare and Medicaid Services began
experimenting with such a system for
hip and knee replacements in 2016 and
announced further expansions for other
types of care, but expanding it even more
broadly could help keep costs down.
Alternatively, reforms could go even
further by switching to a system of capi-
tation, where physicians are paid a set
amount per patient, regardless of how
much care is provided. Currently, Medi-
care Advantage (Medicare Part C) func-
tions this way. Under Medicare Advan-
tage, recipients select among a variety of

garyvarvel com

mostly managed care plans and private
insurers receive a fixed payment through
Medicare to cover the medical expenses.
This incentivizes doctors to serve their
patients in the most efficient way pos-
sible.

Other proposals call for simply
increasing premiums. Premiums for
Medicare Part B (which covers outpatient
care) currently only cover about 25 per-
cent of the program’s outlays. The CBO
estimated that increasing the basic pre-
mium to cover 35 percent of the outlays
would reduce the deficit by $406 billion
from 2023 to 2032.

Similarly, reforming cost sharing
would reduce health-care overutilization
and lower expenditures. Under the cur-
rent system, Medicare patients face a high
deductible when admitted to a hospital,

but no cap on out-of-pocket expenses.
As aresult, 90 percent of patients acquire
additional private coverage known as
Medigap. These plans are often expensive
because the government is picking up the
tab, and only a few plans are available,
leading patients to consume more health
care than necessary. The Committee for
a Responsible Federal Budget offered a
proposal that would implement an out-
of-pocket cap and a higher deductible for
non-hospital services, reducing the need
to purchase additional coverage.

One of the more ambitious plans
to reform Medicare is to transition to
a “premium support” model. Such a
system was proposed by Senators Ron
Wyden (D-OR) and Paul Ryan (R-WTI)
and the Bipartisan Policy Center (BPC)
in 2011. The Ryan-Wyden plan would
have allowed traditional Medicare plans
to compete with private insurance plans
in a competitive bidding process, and then
the government would have provided
vouchers to seniors to purchase coverage.
The value of the vouchers would have
grown at a rate of GDP plus one percent,
and the expectation was that allowing
private insurers to compete would help
lower costs. To keep costs down even fur-
ther, the BPC plan would have required
Medicare beneficiaries earning above
150 percent of the poverty level to pay
higher premiums if spending exceeded
the growth limit.

Finally, numerous proposals have
been offered to reduce the price of drugs
purchased through Medicare. While
some of these policies can actually harm
innovation in the pharmaceutical sector
(e.g., the Inflation Reduction Act’s price
controls on specific drugs), more modest
reforms could encourage physicians to
prescribe cheaper generics. Under Medi-
care B, doctors purchase drugs for their
patients and then get reimbursed based on
the average sales price of the drug (net of
all rebates and discounts), plus 6 percent
of the drug cost. This incentivizes physi-
cians to recommend more expensive,
branded drugs since they will receive a
larger reimbursement.

One proposed reform from the Com-
mittee for a Responsible Federal Budget
would implement “clinically comparable
drug pricing,” where physicians would be
reimbursed based on a weighted average
sales price for clinically similar classes
of drugs. This would remove the incen-
tive for physicians to recommend more
expensive drugs, as they would incur all
the additional costs of purchasing a drug
above that weighted average sales price.

Conclusion

While policymakers should also con-
tinue to focus on wasteful and counter-
productive discretionary spending that
continues to raise deficits, we should not
lose sight of the fact that Social Security
and Medicare are the largest contributors
to our growing deficit and debt crisis.

For too long politicians on both sides of
the aisle have chosen to ignore the prob-
lem. The risks to our economy will only
continue to grow the longer we wait to
address them.
Alex Durante is an economist at the Tax
Foundation, an independent non-profit tax
policy organization in Washington, D.C.
Reprinted with permission.
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Today in History

By The Associated Press

Today is Friday, May
26, the 146th day of 2023.
There are 219 days left in
the year.

Today’s Highlight in
History: On May 26, 1972,
President Richard M. Nixon
and Soviet leader Leonid
Brezhnev signed the Anti-
Ballistic Missile Treaty in
Moscow. (The U.S. with-
drew from the treaty in
2002.)

On this date:

In 1864, President Abra-
ham Lincoln signed a mea-
sure creating the Montana
Territory.

In 1865, Confederate
forces west of the Missis-
sippi surrendered in New
Orleans.

In 1938, the House Un-
American Activities Com-
mittee was established by
Congress.

In 1940, Operation
Dynamo, the evacuation of
some 338,000 Allied troops

from Dunkirk, France,
began during World War II.

In 1954, explosions
rocked the aircraft carrier
USS Bennington off Rhode
Island, killing 103 sail-
ors. (The initial blast was
blamed on leaking catapult
fluid ignited by the flames
of a jet.)

In 1971, Don McLean
recorded his song “Ameri-
can Pie” at The Record
Plant in New York City (it
was released the following

November by United Artists
Records).

In 1981, 14 people were
killed when a Marine jet
crashed onto the flight deck
of the aircraft carrier USS
Nimitz off Florida.

In 2004, nearly a decade
after the Oklahoma City
bombing, Terry Nichols was
found guilty of 161 state
murder charges for helping
carry out the attack. (Nich-
ols later received 161 con-
secutive life sentences.)
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B WHEN DOYOUTHINK | WHAT “YOUR PLACE
Snu b'bed by my fo rmer pastor | & wesoox o Tt | [z
Dear Annie: I’'m potentially facing I'm not missing (Dear QUESTION 2 2 WouLD BE

an aggressive and lethal type of cancer

(esophageal), for which I'm being biop- absence. — Flum- ﬂnnie STARTERS
sied next week. I’ve known about this moxed by the by Annie L

for just a few weeks. My former pastor Leader of the y Annie Lane

and his wife were my friends, though Flock

there’s been a noticeable distance in the
last year. They helped me through my
ex-hubby’s death, as I'd been caregiving
for him for years and sharing a home.
Then they helped my close friend while
she was dying of cancer.

Despite the year of much less contact,
I still felt bonded to them and reached
out to the pastor to help me with my
illness and possible death. I wrote this
plea for help on Facebook Messenger,
and you can see when a person views
a message. He saw it. He chose not to
respond, which stunned and hurt me. I
just wanted someone who knew me to
be there for spiritual guidance in this
most challenging time.

I racked my brain for why he and
his wife have been distant when we had
been tight. The wife was friends with
me on Facebook, and I thought about

what posts I made that they might take to “Undecided,” the woman who did THINKING ABOUT I-rﬁmiﬂg_g
offense to. Then it hit me like a ton of not know what to study in college. I'm a \ NOT SHARING.

bricks! The timeline of single-word
responses from her to none at all was
directly aligned with my coming out
of the closet as a bisexual woman after
hiding it until I was 56. While I see why
a conservative pastor might have an
issue with my sexuality, my heart can’t
understand how they could’ve liked me
a lot before this announcement and then

dropped me like a hot rock after, particu- case things don’t work for one reason L)
larly in a situation like this. or another. That’s why universities offer | CRANKSHAFT

I confronted the pastor about this minors and double majors. I strongly -
revelation, and he didn’t refute it. 'm encourage students to follow their pas- THE NEWSPAPER ON & HOW AN I SUPPOSED TO
angry that our congenial relationship sions but also to have something else in PHONE IS SO SMALL, I CAN FILL OUT THE JUMBLE!?

has dissolved because I’'m finally true to
myself. I don’t have time left to harbor
resentment, but it’s challenging! I don’t
want to be a hater, and I suppose that
will keep me from acting like they are.
I’'m wondering if I should write them
a letter to recount the blessings they
bestowed on me when we were friends
and let them know how painful it was to
then be snubbed by them at my time of
need, or just let it go. Now that I know
they are so narrow-minded, I know

anything by their

Dear Flum-
moxed: I deeply
admire your resil-
ience, positive
attitude and abil-
ity to see what’s
most important in
this situation: your
personal peace. Your Facebook message
already fell upon deaf ears, and espe-
cially now that you know why, I vote you
Jjust let it go. Focus on yourself and your
health. Lean on those in your circle who
know, love and accept all of you. You
said it best yourself; while it’s no doubt
disappointing to learn why your former
friends have turned their backs on you,
you can feel confident knowing you're
not losing out from their lack of pres-
ence in your life.

Dear Annie: You gave a nice answer

professional astronomer, which is also a
tough field to work in as a professional.
After teaching college for 18 years, |
would add a little bit to your answer if it
comes up again.

Yes, follow your passion. If you do,
your life won’t be “work”; it will be
fun, stimulating and fulfilling. But it’s
always good to have a backup plan in

hand just in case things don’t work out.
Keep up the good work! — Astronomy
Prof

Dear Astronomy Prof: Lovely advice!
I heard from many readers encouraging
“Undecided” to follow her dreams, but
you're right that it is wise to be ready for
any outcome. Hope for the best; prepare
for the worst.

Send your questions for Annie Lane
to dearannie@creators.com.
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Answer

When worry is present, trust
cannot crowd its way in

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

By Bil Keane

The LOCKHORNS

(©2023 WM. HOEST ENTERPRISES, INC. Distributed by King Fealures Syndicate.

T
www.thelockhorns.com

By Dr. Billy F
Graham {

Q: By nature, I'm a
worrier. It seems there’s
something new to worry
about every day — like
climate control, deadly
viruses, whether I should
take certain prescription
drugs in order to look
younger, etc. Now people
are recommending stock-

] more will he look after
you, O you of little
faith?” (See Luke 12)
Two conflicting
forces cannot exist in
one human heart. When
doubt reigns, faith can-
not abide. Where hatred
rules, love is crowded out.
Where selfishness rules,
love cannot dwell. When
worry is present, trust can-
not crowd its way in. The
very best prescription for

you do not worry about a
tree falling on your house.
Now ask yourself why you
do not worry about such
things. Is it because, in the
case of running water, it’s
always there every time
you want it, or that a tree
has never fallen on your
house before? Certainty
breeds trust, doesn’t it?

We can be just as cer-
tain and just as worry-free
about God’s love, protec-

©2023 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“Did you ’'member to say ‘thank you’
and ‘l had a nice time’?”

"YOUR MOTHER HASN'T GONE BIG YET...
50 WHEN (5 SHE GOING HOME®"

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS

DOWN

37 Misery 23 Olympic

piling food. As a Christian, banlgsh;ng 3\&;ogry“1cs foun_d ?Ion},land provision l;ec]eiuse 1 Spigot 38 Christ- 1 Ruse sleds
I’lO.\/V can 1 keep frOm qu- m rsalm o ommit e' as never gOHC' aCK on 4 Boom mas 2 Battery 24 Peculiar
rying about every potential ~ your way to the Lord, trust ~ a single one of His prom- . .
. ST e . times 39 Poetic part 25 Candle
disaster? — W.D. also in Him. ises. He never changes. 7 Innocents  tribute 3 Sprin count
A: The birds remind us The word commit Great is His faithfulness. : pring f
that food should not be our means to turn over to, to (This column is based 12 Genetic 41 Hot bloom 26 Comfy
chief concern and the lil-  entrust completely. Think  on the words and writings letters 45 Malmo 4 Cold War  room
ies show us that worrying of the things you do not of the late Rev. Billy Gra- 13 “No resident initials 28 Letters
over appearance does not worry about. Perhaps you  ham.) seats” 47 Author 5 Checks after Q
make us beautiful. Jesus never worry about wheth- ©2023 Billy Graham 14 “Suds Tolstoy for typos 30 Kanga’s
reminded people that God er you will be able to get Literary Trust. Distributed in the 48 Jaw- 6 To date kid
clothes the grass in the water out of the faucet in by Tribune Content Agen- Place Your Ad 24/7/365! Bucket”’ breakers 7 Firstlady 31 Pigs’
field and asks, “How much  your kitchen, or maybe cy, LLC. www.news-banner.com singer and lolli- Truman digs
“ H IR H
oz |m|A[D1[o2| 5pm 6pm | 6:30 | 7pm | 7:30 11em | 11:30 | 12am | 12:30 [IESEIC pops, e.g. 8 “Haill 32 — Claire,
winm G | 11|26 | 63| |30 Woman [lulie & — TMovie Movie to be disclosed. Dr. Robert Andrew | Ask the Pastor Newsw- 15 Bit of 52 Whatever 9 Tavern WI
Friends Jeffress Wommack atch . .
CBS 2 [15]15 News (N) |Inside News at 6 ‘CBS News |Wheel of [Jeopardy! [¥-%% Star Trek Into Darkness (2013, Sci-Fi) Zachary Quinto, Karl Urban, |Nightcast |(:35) The Late Show (:35) James phyS|CS 53 Preflx 10 Ltr 33 Stanley
WANE Edition (N) |(N) (N) Fortune (N)|(N) Chris Pine. (P) (N) With Stephen Colbert |Corden : .
Antenna = Hawaii Five-0 "Ka Hale {Hawaii "Ka Makuahine [Hawaii Five-0 "Hana  |Hawaii Five-0 "EluaLla [Hawaii Five-0 "Ka Hawaii Five-0 "Ka'ili ~ |Hawaii Five-0 "Ka Hawaii Five-0 "Ho'i 16 Ice cream with violet holder Cup Org'
wang-2 152106/ 20 Ho' Okauweli" A Me Ke Keikikane" Komo Pae" Ma Nowemapa" Luhi" Aku" . . ‘aelike" ] mau na ‘opua i Awalua" Variety 54 Observe 11 Away 36 Caucus
ABC 3|21l ABC21 News at 5 (N) |ABC21 (N) [ABC World [ABC21 Ent. Shark Tank 20/20 Unforgettable true crime mysteries, exclusive [ABC21 (N) |(:35) Jimmy Kimmel (:35) s
WPTA News (N) |[News (N) |Tonight (N) newsmaker interviews and investigative reports. Live! Nightline 18 LPs’ suc- 55 As well from state
NBC Pictionary [25 Words [News (N) |[NBC News [Family Family That's My Jam Dateline NBC Compelling mysteries, powerful News (N) {(35) The Tonight Show |(:35) Seth .
WPTA-2 @278 N or Less (N) Feud Feud documentaries, in-depth investigations. (N) Starring Jimmy Fallon |Meyers cessors 56 Plague NNW 37 Married
MNT The King |King "Sight [Modern ~ |21Alive  [Last Man |Last Man |Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. Seinfeld  [Seinfeld |Mom Mom The The i i
wpra3 Z| 10| 9156134 ¢ queens Gag" Family News at 6 |Standing |Standing Goldbergs |Goldbergs 19 Leonllne 57 Mag 17 JOg 40 Tlghtly
W ol gl al|33]33 The Steve Wilkos Show |Judge Lake|Judge Lake [Divorce  [Divorce  [Penn & Teller "The Evil |Whose American |The Chicago "Assignment of [Family Guy|Family Guy [Bob's gl’eetlngs staff 21 — paCked
WISE Court (N) |Court Magic Octopus” Line Joke Off |Liquidator |the Year" Burgers . .
PBS 1305 39|30 The Silent Soldier and |PBS NewsHour (N) Honor Flight North Washingto [Firing- Perform. "Anything Goes" The 2021 London production of Amanpour and Washin- 20 Piano 58 Em Hawkins 42 Gladden
WFWA the Portrait East Indiana n Week (N) |Hoover (N) |"Anything Goes" features Tony Award-winner Sutton Foster. Company (N) gton Week ieCeSO halveS Da 43 N0b|e
PBS 3 Secrets of Westminster |Ball State [BBC News [PBS NewsHour (N) Washingto [Firing- Perform. "Anything Goes" The 2021 London production of Amanpour and Washin- P ' y
WIPB Spo America n Week (N) [Hoover (N) | "Anything Goes" features Tony Award-winner Sutton Foster. Company (N) gton Week | 292 Swyj ng to gas
FoX WFFT Fox News at5 |WFFT Fox News at6  |Big Bang |Big Bang |SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling Young Young Neighbor |[Neighbor H H . H
wrer (39| 665555 (N) Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr.. |10 (N) Sheldon  |Sheldon and — Solution time: 25 mins. 44 ToyS on
CABLE CHAN SINTC BIA[M AW :
2 Castle "Significant Castle "Under the Castle "Death Gone ¥ % Where the Heart Is (2000) Ashley Judd, (:05) ¥%* Sleeping With the Enemy (91, Thriller) |¥%* Where the Heart 23 Burden strlngs
LIFE 3 Others" Influence” Crazy" Stockard Channing, Natalie Portman. Patrick Bergin, Kevin C. Anderson, Julia Roberts. _|1s (‘00) Natalie Portman. | 27 NGM L{P]O 45 “Shoo!”
FX 24 |132(136148| ¥k Venom ('18) Michelle Williams, Riz Ahmed, Tom Hardy.  |¥-%% Deadpool ('16) Morena Baccarin, Ryan Reynolds. Hillsong "Sins of the Father" (N) Hillsong "False Prophets” (F) (N) A[R|B[O
Griffith Griffith Griffith  |Griffith Griffith | Griffith Everybody |Everybody |Everybody [Everybody |Everybody |Everybody [The King (The King |The King |The King motto - A 46 Checks
TVLAND 25 106|304/ R q N R q 1 e q
y y y y y y of Queens |of Queens |of Queens |of Queens start T out
. 26 [142|114l236 Las Vegas "Decks and |Las Vegas "Blood and |Las Vegas "Hellraisers |Las Vegas Las Vegas "Things That |Las Vegas "Die Fast, Die |Las Vegas “New Las Vegas "You Can't a u
B Violence" Sand" and Heartbreakers" Go Jump in the Night"  |Furious” Orleans” Take It With You" 29 Plod 48 Cent
. . - - — a . - 0] enter
241|221 Two and a [Two and a [Two and a [Two and a [Two and a [Two and a |Yellowstone "Daybreak" John Dutton fights to [ Y Kill the ~ [Yq No Good |Yellowstone "The Long T .
PARMT 30 Half Men |Half Men |Half Men |Half Men |Half Men |Half Men |defend his land and family from modern-day forces. |Messenger" Horses" Black Train" 31 Trans- | 49 Pub plnt
Around (N) [Pardon (L) |SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) NBA Countdown (L) (N) {Courtside (N) /(:10) Basketball Western Conference Final, Game |SportsCenter With Scott Van Pelt .
ESPN 31501401206 (N) 6: Teams TBA All the latest basketball action from the NBA. (N) |(L) (N) mItS E 50 ACLU
ESPN2 32 | 54 143(209(4:00) College Softhall |College Softhall College Softhall College Softhall NFL Live 34 Poet c issues
3 418le7 Inside the |The Rally (N) Cardinals! |MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Cleveland Guardians From Progressive ~ [Cardinals |Cardinals |Poker WPT Cash Game |Poker WPT Cash Game L
Fsmw Associati Pre (L) (N) |Field in Cleveland. (L) (N) Post (L) (N) |Insider | No Limit Holdem - Part 4 |No Limit Holdem - Part 5 Nash T 51 Dad on
Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU "End |Law-SVU "I'm Going to [Law & Order: SVU "The |Law-SVU "Down Low in [Law & Order: SVU "The [Law-SVU "Murdered at |Law & Order: SVU "We
UsA 341133105242 "Dearly Beloved" Game" Make You a Star" Darkest Journey Home"  [Hell's Kitchen" Burden of Our Choices" |a Bad Address" Dream of Machine Elves" 35 Papeete'S P “Black-
Gold Rush: Parker's Gold Rush: Parker's Parker's Trail "Bonanza |Gold Rush: Pay Dirt Gold Rush: Parker's (:10) Gold Rush: White |(:15) Gold Rush Gold Rush: Pay Dirt H 2 5-26 H »
DIsC 35| 7218227 Trail "Bolivia or Bust"  |Trail "Gold Monsters"  |Creek Bounty" "The Dark Horse" (N) Trail (N) Water (N) " idon" (N) |"The Dark Horse" ISland Yesterday S answer ISh
TLC 36 | 73 |183(280|(4:00) Hillsong: A Hillsong: The Newest |Match Me Abroad 90 Day: Other "More to Love: Tell All Part 2" (N) [90 Day (N) [Match Me Abroad [90 Day 90 Day: Other > 3 5 8 10 11
38| 77 1200269 The UnXplained The UnXplained "Lost |The UnXplained The UnXplained "Dark |UnXplained "Mysteries |(:05) The UnXplained  |(05) The UnXplained  |(.05) The UnXplained
HIST "Deadly Cults" Civilizations" "Mysterious Structures” |Prophecies” of the Missing Link" "Incredible Survivors" | "Dark Prophecies”
ASE 39 |134/118(265|The First 48 The First 48 First 48 "Cold Betrayal" |The First 48 First 48 "Devil's Trail"  |[First 48 "Gangland" (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48
0 asl3 (4:00) ¥ Wedding Every |% Raise a Glass to Love (2021, Romance) Juan  |% Christmas Class Reunion (2022, Romance) Ride "Truths Laid Bare" |Gold Girls |Gold Girls |Gold Girls |Gold Girls
HALL 4011171185/312)\yeekend Pablo Di Pace, Matthew Dowden, Laura Osnes. Tanner Novlan, Dejan Loyola, Aimee Teegarden. "Sisters"
SYFY 41 135/122] 244 (3:30) ¥k k% Sicario (:15) ¥k Jurassic Park (1993, Adventure) Laura Dern, Jeff Goldblum, Sam |#%% The Lost World: Jurassic Park (1997, Adventure) Julianne Moore, Charmed "Witch Wars"
(‘15) Emily Blunt. Neill. Pete Postlethwaite, Jeff Goldblum.
TBS 43 [130[139]247|Friends  [Friends  [Sheldon [Sheldon [Big Bang [Big Bang [%¥x Ride Along ("14) Kevin Hart, Ice Cube. [#** Ride Along 2 ("16) Ice Cube. [(55) ¥ Swordfish John Travolta.
14 |131]138]225/30 F%%x Ant-Man (2015, Action) Michael NHL Pregame (L) (N)  |NHL Hockey Conference Final: Teams TBA The latest hockey NHL on To Be Announced Rk %% Furious 7 ('15)
NT 31)138/245 Douglas, Evangeline Lilly, Paul Rudd. action from across the NHL. (L) (N) TNT (L) (N) Paul Walker, Vin Diesel.
& 131254 (4:00) ¥k % * Twister (1996, Action) |%¥*%% Gran Torino (2008, Drama) Christopher Carley, Bee %¥x* Heartbreak Ridge (1986, War) Marsha Mason, Everett McGill, Clint  |Fear the Walking Dead
AMC Bill Paxton, Cary Elwes, Helen Hunt.  [Vang, Clint Eastwood. Eastwood. "Blue Jay"
com 47| |107]249]Seinfeld _[Seinfeld [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office |The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [South Park [South Park [South Park [South Park
3 | 64 150|219 NASCAR Race Hub (L) |ARCA Racing Series Charlotte American stock car [RaceDay ~|NASCAR Truck Series North Carolina Education Lottery 200 [Dirt Slide or Die AFL Melbourne Demons
Fs1 48|64 115021 ( racing action. (L) (N) Charlotte ~ [From Charlotte Motor Speedway in Concord, N.C. (L) (N) vs. Fremantle Dockers (N)
WGN 53 307|The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) |Dan Abrams Live (L) (N)\Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live
WE 57 128/260|Mama June Mama June Mama June Mama June "Family Crisis: Mama Memorial Day" (N) [Mama June "Family Crisis: Mama Memorial Day”
FOOD 59 [153[110[231[Diners [Diners Diners [Diners Diners [Diners Diners  [Diners  [Diners  [Diners  [Diners  [Diners Diners  [Diners  [Diners  [Diners
BRAVO 60 |140129(237|Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck %%k A Star Is Born ('18) Lady Gaga, Sam Elliott, Bradley Cooper. F%kx Ray ('04) Kerry Washi Jamie Foxx.
NICK 68 170|299 |Loud House |Loud House |Loud House [Loud House |¥-** Shrek Forever After ('10) [Friends  [Friends [Friends Friends Friends  Friends Friends Friends
DISN 69 |30 [172|290|Big City  |Ladybug |Ladybug |Ladybug [Ladybug |[Ladybug |¥%%%% Beauty and the Beast (:35) Saturdays Kiff Ladybug [Ladybug [Bluey Bluey
Family Guy |Family Guy [Family Guy [Family Guy|Family Guy [Family Guy|Family Guy [Family Guy [Family Guy|Family Guy |Family Guy|Family Guy [The 700 Club The Office |The Office
FREEFORM 70 | 32 {180(311 "McStroke" "Initiation"
1 4|@s0 REAL |(:50) ¥ %% Ghost (1990, Fantasy) Demi Moore, Whoopi To Be Announced Programming to be announced. |Real Time With Bill White House Plumbers |Sarah Silverman: We
HBO 30 300/50 Sports Goldberg, Patrick Swayze. Maher Are Miracles
325, 310l515 (4:00) ¥ Hellboy ('19) |[¥%x% Last Night in Soho (2021, Thriller) %% The Last Castle (2001, Thriller) James (:10) ¥%* % Nightcrawler (2014, Thriller) Rene (:10) ¥4 % Non-Stop
MAX David Harbour. Thomasin McKenzie, Matt Smith, Anya Taylor-Joy. |Gandolfini, Mark Ruffalo, Robert Redford. Russo, Bill Paxton, Jake Gyllenhaal. ("14) Liam Neeson.
118511318154 (4:00) ¥ (:35) ¥k * % Bridge of Spies (2015, History) Mark Rylance, Alan [Couples Th [#%*% Pearl (22) David Corenswet, [(:15) ¥3%%% X (2022, Horror) Jenna Ortega, Martin |(:05) ¥*%% Bodies
sHow 351/851/318/545| g jios ... Alda, Tom Hanks. (SF) (N) Tandi Wright, Mia Goth. Henderson, Mia Goth. Bodies Bodies
c (4:40) ¥ Into the Blue ('05, Adv) |% Agent Game (2022, Action) Adan |%¥ 13 Minutes (2021, Thriller) Thora Birch, Peter | Dead for a Dollar ('22) Willem (:45) ¥%* The General's Daug}
™ 375(85913271333jagsica Alba, Scott Caan, Paul Walker. |Canto, Jason Isaacs, Mel Gibson. Facinelli, Amy Smart. Dafoe, Christoph Waltz. ('99) Madeleine Stowe, John Travolta.
M - Mediacom A -Adamswells D1-Dish D2 - DirecTV




Page 6 - The News-Banner - FRIDAY, MAY 26, 2023

Knights send four
events to state meet

By RYAN WALKER

FORT WAYNE — Norwell is heading
home with some state qualifiers.

The Knights entered the boys’ track and
field regional at Carroll High School, hope-
ful to at least get a few moving on to next
week’s state championships at Indiana Uni-
versity. By the end of the night, three ath-
letes in four events will make the road trip.

“It’s awesome,” Norwell head coach
Adam Prater said after the meet. “I mean,
we’re used to one of two. I don’t know the
last time we’ve had three on the guys’ end,
so it’s nice.”

Winston Frauhiger made it in the high
jump at 6-5, placing second in the event, and
was one inch short of Angola’s Alex Meyer.

Trevon Stoppenhagen made it in with a
second-place finish in the 200m dash with a
time of 22.12 and as a callback in the 100m
dash with a time of 10.93 in fourth-place.
He was .03 seconds short of first in the
200m dash.

Finally, Jake Parker placed third in the
110m hurdles with a time of 14.79. Parker
hit a personal record and crushed his seed
time, which was set at 15.16.

The senior hurdler was happy that he got
it out of the way, having some butterflies in
the days before the big race.

“It was really good. I was really happy
with my 110s and felt great to get it out o the
way because I was pretty nervous about this
all week. I was happy to advance.”

For Frauhiger and Parker, this will be
their second go-around at the state meet, but
Stoppenhagen is going for the first time.

Coach Prater has seen a fire in the eyes
of his sprinter, saying that he knew Stoppen-
hagen was on a mission to head to Bloom-
ington the moment he stepped onto the track
this year.

“For Trev, from day one of stepping foot
on the track this year, it was I'm making it to
the state,” he said. “He made it to the indoor
state and got to run with some fast guys,
and he just knew. He knew he was going to
get there. You could see it in his eyes. ‘I’'m
going to get there.” And he put that work in,
and that was the mindset all year for him.”

From a team score standpoint, Norwell
held its own with a sixth-place finish with 35
points. Churubusco was the winner with 55.

There were a few events from Norwell
and one from Bluffton that nearly made the
cut.

Tigers shot put thrower Johnny Cruz, the
sectional champion last week at Marion, fin-
ished fourth with a throw of 50-10.25, less
than an inch away from third place and a
state qualification.

Tigers’ Andrew Hunt also competed at
the regional in the 110m and 300m hurdles,
finishing outside of the time necessary to
make it to the finals in the regional. Hunt
ran his best time, according to head coach
Brent Kunkel, and he was happy to see that.

Kunkel also said he was happy for both
of his athletes representing Bluffton on
Thursday but knows Cruz was a little disap-
pointed considering the small margin away
from the state meet.

“I’m happy for both Johnny and Andrew
to get big meet experience,” Kunkel said.
“Andrew ran his best 110 hurdles time of
the year. You can’t ask much more than that.
I thought he looked really clean and focused
heading into his race. I think he learned a lot
that will hopefully pay off for him heading
into next season. Johnny would probably be
the first to admit that he was a little disap-
pointed with his performance tonight, obvi-
ously finishing fourth is not where he want-
ed to be, but he showed a ton of improve-
ment over the course of the year. I expect
big things from him over the course of his
senior year.”

Parker just missed going in the 300m
hurdles with a time of 40.28, and discus
thrower Kyle Zeddis placed sixth at 148-4.

The state finals will begin at 3 p.m. Fri-
day, June 2, starting with the pole vault,
long jump, and discus.

sports@news-banner.com

Final individual results:

* Trevon Stoppenhagen finished fourth in
the 200m with a time of 10.93 and second in
the 200m with a time of 22.12.

e Jake Parker finished third in the 110m
hurdles with a time of 14.79 and fourth in
the 300m hurdles with a time of 40.28.

* Winston Frauhiger finished second in
the high jump with a jump of 6-5.

e Johnny Cruz finished fourth in the shot
put with a throw of 50-10.25.

e Kyle Zeddis finished sixth in the discus
with a throw of 148-4.

* Norwell’s 4x800m relay team of Bobby
Kwandrans, Kyler Morris, Marin Melcher,
and Kline Neuenschwander finished 13th
with a time of 8:41.72.

e Zach Waldman finishes 11th in the
1600m with a time of 4:35.91.

* Norwell’s 4x100m relay team of Timo-
thy Bonjour, Brady Smith, Ryan Smith, and
Alex Fojtik finished 16th with a time of
45.65.

* Cohen Bailey finished 14th in the long
jump with a jump of 19-1.50.

* Andrew Hunt 13th in the 110m hurdles
with a time of 16.02 and 14th in the 300m
hurdles with a time of 42.51.

Peru defeats Norwell in softball
sectional championship game

By DAVE SCHULTZ

DECATUR — Early in the game, one
team made the plays, and the other one
didn’t.

That pretty much summed up the differ-
ence as Peru defeated Norwell 12-4 in the
championship game of the girls’ softball
Sectional 23 Thursday afternoon.

Peru jumped out to a 4-0 lead in the top
of the second inning and owned a 10-0 lead
in the middle of the fourth inning. Norwell
fought back with three runs in the bottom
of the fourth to keep the game from ending
because of the 10-run mercy rule, but the
Knights couldn’t catch the Tigers.

Peru, now 9-11-1 on the season, got a
commanding performance from pitcher
Jaylah Harlan. She faced 10 batters during
the first three innings as the Tigers’ offense
staked her to a big lead. Harlan finished
with a complete game, allowing only four
hits, striking out seven, and walking only
one. Only two of the four runs Norwell
scored were earned.

The Knights’ pitchers struggled. The trio
of Sami Lemler, Kara Brown, and Kayla
Watkins were touched up for eight earned
runs and nine hits, walking six while strik-
ing out three.

“We made some mistakes,” Norwell head
coach Kevin Baird admitted after the game.
However, he said, it was a young group of
Knights that took the field Thursday.

“We have a lot of things for them to build
on — a new system, a lot of things we tried
to accomplish as a team,” Baird said.

It should be noted, he said, that Brown
and Watkins were freshmen. If there’s a
bright spot to Thursday’s game, it’s that les-
sons — even hard lessons — learned in an
eight-run defeat can teach some valuable
lessons. He told his players that the season
was not a disappointment.

“I think that we will grow from this,” he
said.

The Knights had 17 players on their
tournament roster. Five of them — Emma
Bailey, Elle Misch, Rachel Bauermeister,
Tessa Garrett, and Delaney Cornett — were

seniors who played in their final game
Thursday. The roster also included three
juniors, five sophomores, and four fresh-
men.

Lemler, a junior, was the starting pitcher
and gave up four runs in the second inning
and left in favor of Brown with two outs in
the third and Peru up 6-0. Brown walked a
batter, but that turned into a caught-stealing
play to get Norwell out of the inning and
temporarily slow the Tigers’ offense.

Brown didn’t make it out of the fourth
inning, however, as Peru batted around and
boosted the margin to 10-0.

Norwell got on the board three times
in the fourth inning, with Jordan Mark-
ley reaching on a leadoff double and Leah
Werling reaching on a throwing error — an
error that allowed Markley to score. Reese
Frauhiger had an RBI double to left field to
score Werling, and Bailey got down a bunt
that allowed Frauhiger to score.

Peru added a run in the fifth inning and
another in the seventh, both off of Watkins,
to conclude its scoring. Norwell scored one
in the bottom of the seventh as Madyson
Sonnigsen reached on a bloop hit to right
field and came around to score on a fielder’s
choice later in the inning.

Peru coach Mike Gapski said he told his
team before the game that they had to make
the routine plays — and, for the most part,
they did.

“We said to make the routine plays, to
make the easy plays — the hard ones are
just extras,” he said. “We just got them
down quickly, and we stayed ahead.”

And Gapski was enthused about Harlan’s
performance. Harlan “If there was an MVP
of this tournament, it’s definitely Jaylah
Harlan,” he said. “She definitely did it all.”

Harlan and Kyannah Correll each had
two hits for Peru, and Ellie Owens and
Emily Ream each drove in two runs. Lemler
had two of Norwell’s four hits, and Markley
and Frauhiger had one each.

Peru hosts the winner of the Delta sec-
tional in regional play Tuesday.

daves@news-banner.com

High School Calendar

THURSDAY, MAY 25

BOYS GOLF: Bluffton, Norwell at Timber
Ridge Golf Course, 4 p.m.; Delta at Southern
Wells, 5 p.m.

SOFTBALL: Norwell vs. Peru at Bellmont,
5:30 p.m.

TRACK & FIELD (BOYS): (regional) Nor-
well, Bluffton at Carroll, 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 26

No events scheduled.

SATURDAY, MAY 27

BASEBALL: (sectional) Bluffton vs. Bishop
Luers at Blackford HS, 1:30 p.m.; Norwell vs.

Peru at Oak Hill HS, 12 p.m.

MONDAY, MAY 29

No events scheduled.

TUESDAY, MAY 30

No events scheduled.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31

BOYS GOLF: Bluffton at Southern Wells,
4:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, JUNE 1

No events scheduled.

FRIDAY, JUNE 2

TRACK & FIELD (boys): (state finals) Nor-
well at Indiana University, 3 p.m.

SPORTS
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Norwell sprinter Trevon Stoppenhagen competes in the 100m dash in the boys’ regional track
meet at Carroll High School Thursday night. He finished fourth and received a callback to head
to the state finals at Indiana University next week. (Photos by Ryan Walker)
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Norwell’s Jake Parker competes in the 110m hurdles, finishing third and qualifying for the state
final.
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by stricter speed limits while driving behind safety cars in
double yellow flag zones in a bid to improve safety, govern-
ing body FIA said Wednesday.

The new measures apply to driving behind both safety
cars and virtual safety cars being deployed and will begin at
this weekend’s Monaco Grand Prix. The decision was made
following research and reviews of previous incidents and
in consultation with the teams and drivers, FIA added in a
statement.

Previously, drivers where required only to significant-
ly reduce their speed and not overtake in zones where, for
example, debris was blocking the track or where marshals
were stood nearby.

“That requirement will be become more precise and
strictly enforceable, with drivers now being required to meet
a set maximum speed limit in areas where double yellow
flags are displayed,” the FIA said.

The FIA’s technical director Tim Goss said things will
become easier on track for both drivers and track workers.

“What we want to do is to provide drivers with a tool to
help them during incidents and to make races even safer,”
Goss said.

Drivers will not be taken by surprise since they will
receive both visual and audible warnings when approaching
a double yellow flag zone. Delta requirements will be reset
to zero at the start of a double yellow flag zone, making it
easier to follow the new speed limit.

The FIA did not say what the new speed limit will be but
head of electronics Olivier Hulot is confident the new mea-
sures will work smoothly.

“We have already brought in a system of warnings for yellow
and double yellow. The driver gets a warning in the marshalling
sector ahead of the yellow or the double yellow,” Hulot said.
“For the FIA, safety is paramount and when there is a hazard on
the track then we have to minimize the risks no matter what.”

(260) 724-2276

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
e — % block west of U.S. 27 North

PRECISION
SERVICE

Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE
0520 S. Decker Dr.
Bluffton

“The Quality Service
@ You Deserve!”
260-824-9149

Bluffton Tire Inc.

1308 S. Main St.
Bluffton

ﬂ% Discontinued

Closeout Tires

1-260-824-0418
Service with a Smile!

é h
Is your old vehicle

as annoying as a

dripping faucet?

Visit us today for a new 5’ and some
or used automobile. .. i peace of mind.

Barry Scott Mark Foreman Marion Wells
Service Manager Service Consultant  Service Consultant

Hiday Motors

1743 N. Main St., Bluffton « 824-0900

HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM CHEVROLET
1791 N. Main St., Bluffton 1743 N. Main St., Bluffton
260-824-1931 » 888-824-0901 260-824-0900 * 800-824-0901

www.hidaymotors.com
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SPORTS

An end of a great season

The Norwell girls’ tennis team ended its season as a group Tuesday, falling to Concor-
dia 4-1 in the regional semi-final. The No. 1 doubles team of Annabelle Johnson and
Macy Felger won their match, moving on to the next round. The two fell just short to
Leo in the sectional championship as individuals in three sets. The Knights this season
on the court had another strong season, winning the Northeast 8 Conference champi-
onship, the sectional, all seven varsity players honored to all-conference teams, and an
undefeated junior varsity season. (Photo by Chad Kline)

Faedo fans career-best 10, helps
Tigers to a win over White Sox

By DAVE HOGG
Associated Press
DETROIT (AP) — Alex Faedo struck
out a career-high 10 batters in six innings
and the Detroit Tigers beat the Chicago
White Sox 7-2 on Thursday night.
Faedo (1-2) has 22 strikeouts and one
walk in four starts this season. The 27-year-
old right-hander allowed two runs on three

hits against the White Sox.

“He was incredible,” Tigers manager A.J.

Hinch said. “He had a good fastball, a good
slider and he mixed in some changeups

late. He got into a lot of chase counts and
attacked guys.”

Lucas Giolito (3-4) matched a career-high
with seven walks and was tagged for four runs
in 3 2/3 innings. He allowed six hits, includ-
ing a home run, and struck out four. He was
also called for two pitch-clock violations.

In all, the White Sox walked 11 hitters,

but failed to draw any themselves.
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Sports Roundup

Tigers defeat Knights
in boys’ golf

The Bluffton golf team won the boys’
golf match against Norwell 167-176 Thurs-
day at Timber Ridge Golf Course.

Bluffton’s Keegan Schwartz was the
medalist of the match, shooting a 36.
Ephraim Frauhiger tied for second with a
score of 40, followed by Kade Abbett with
44, Connor Klopfenstein 47, and Declan

Grieser 50.

Norwell was led by Ashton Federspiel
with a 40, followed by Ethan Ottinger and
Cooper Sloan with 45s, Derek Smith 46, and

Chase Hulvey 48.

Norwell won the junior varsity match

192-220.

Leading Norwell and winning the match’s
medalist was Luke Herrell with a score of
47, followed by Grant Mishler and Bodie
Zimmer’s 48, Owen Wallis 49, Josh Adam
50, Kaedyn Quintanilla 51, Logan Freiburg-
er 52, Cavin Smithley and Phil Gaier 55, and

Karsen Favory 62.

Bluffton was led by Ethan Hunt with a

51, followed by Anthony Hartman 54, Kyler

Potter 57, Hudson Werich 58, Draven Dull
59, Isaac Wheeler 65, Eli McCullon 70, and

day, May 30.

Connor Collins 72.
Bluffton will finish the regular season at
Southern Wells starting at 4:30 p.m. Tues-

Norwell will finish its regular season with
a match against Adams Central starting at
4:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 30, at Timber Ridge.

Raiders win by default

against Delta in boys’ golf
The Southern Wells boys’ golf team faced

a incomplete Delta lineup Thursday at Dog-

wood Glen Golf Course.

The Raiders shot a 188 with a full lineup,

while Delta had a 167 with three golfers.
The Raiders were led by Chandler
Oswalt’s 42, followed by Gabe McElhaney
44, Tristen Worster 49, Bailey Couch 53, and
Quinton Mullins 55.
Southern Wells finishes the regular sea-

son at home against Bluffton at 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday, May 30.
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BASKETBALL

National Basketball
Association

Eastern Conference Finals
Boston 110, Miami 97

BASEBALL
American League

Wednesday’s Games

Texas 3, Pittsburgh 2

Chicago White Sox 6, Cleveland 0
Milwaukee 4, Houston 0
Minnesota 7, San Francisco 1
Tampa Bay 7, Toronto 3
Baltimore 9, N.Y. Yankees 6
Detroit 6, Kansas City 4

L.A. Angels 7, Boston 3
Seattle 6, Oakland 1
Thursday’s Games

Tampa Bay 6, Toronto 3
Detroit 7, Chicago White Sox 2
Baltimore 3, N.Y. Yankees 1

Oakland at Seattle, 9:40 p.m.
Friday’s Games

Chicago White Sox (Lynn 3-5) at
Detroit (Wentz 1-4), 6:40 p.m.

L.A. Dodgers (Syndergaard 1-3) at
Tampa Bay (Beeks 1-2), 6:40 p.m.
San Diego (Musgrove 1-2) at N.Y.
Yankees (Vasquez 0-0), 7:05 p.m.
Texas (Gray 4-1) at Baltimore (Rodri-
guez 2-1), 7:05 p.m.

St. Louis (Liberatore 1-0) at Cleveland
(Bieber 3-3), 7:10 p.m.

Toronto (Gausman 2-3) at Minnesota
(Varland 2-0), 8:10 p.m.

Washington (Corbin 3-5) at Kansas
City (Lyles 0-8), 8:10 p.m.

National League

Wednesday’s Games

Texas 3, Pittsburgh 2

Milwaukee 4, Houston 0

Minnesota 7, San Francisco 1
Philadelphia 6, Arizona 5, 10 innings
Cincinnati 10, St. Louis 3

Chicago Cubs 4, N.Y. Mets 2

Miami 10, Colorado 2

Thursday’s Games

St. Louis 2, Cincinnati 1

Colorado 7, Miami 6

San Diego 8, Washington 6

Atlanta 8, Philadelphia 5

N.Y. Mets 10, Chicago Cubs 1

San Francisco 5, Milwaukee 0
Friday’s Games

Cincinnati (Greene 0-4) at Chicago
Cubs (Steele 6-1), 2:20 p.m.

L.A. Dodgers (Syndergaard 1-3) at
Tampa Bay (Beeks 1-2), 6:40 p.m.
San Diego (Musgrove 1-2) at N.Y.
Yankees (Vasquez 0-0), 7:05 p.m.
St. Louis (Liberatore 1-0) at Cleveland
(Bieber 3-3), 7:10 p.m.
Philadelphia (Walker 3-2) at Atlanta
(Shuster 1-2), 7:20 p.m.
Washington (Corbin 3-5) at Kansas
City (Lyles 0-8), 8:10 p.m.

HOCKEY

National Hockey
League

Western Conference Final
Dallas 3, Las Vegas 2 OT

Classitieds

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku
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Difficulty: Y %%

This Week's

Garage
Sales

AClip &S
%2}5 Ip ave

BARN SALE THURSDAY and
Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday
8 a.m.-3 p.m., 2750 N. St. Rd.
1. Full again with clothes of all
kinds, sports equipment, cool-
ers, books, puzzles, games,
kids toys, antiques, bedding,
kitchen and houseware, Huffy
ladies bicycle, quilting fabric
and tools.

GENEVA RAINBOW LAKE
Garage Sales Thursday-Satur-
day, May 25-26-27, 8 a.m. to
dusk. Furniture, Appliances,
Antiques, Clothes all sizes,
Tools, Toys, Misc.

ADOPTION FUNDRAISER
MAY 26, 27 & 29, 8 a.m. to 4
p.m., 3547 E 600 N, Decatur,
IN. FREEWILL DONATION
pricing. Hundreds of large and
small items. Home baked
goods.

ANNUAL BARN SALE Memo-
rial Day weekend, Friday, May
26, & Saturday, May 27, from
8 a.m.-5 p.m., Sunday, May
28, from 8 a.m.-2 p.m, 50 W
US Hwy. 224, Uniondale, IN.
Thousands of items from an-
tiques, collectibles & unique.
There will be Amish made
hanging flower baskets for
sale. Get there early, baskets
sold out in 2 hours last sale.

HELOISE HINT: If you are hav-
ing a huge garage sale. You
might want to have a special
area with some items and this
sign posted above: “Free For
Your Favorite Charity.” Write to
Heloise, P.O. Box 795001, San
Antonio, TX 78279-5001.

5/26

FOR SALE

MINI DACHSHUND PUPPIES
2 chocolate and tan males and
2 chocolate tan females will be
ready on 1st week june 1st
shots worming vet checked
due claws removed playful
$450 mom and dad on site
260-701-0666
andyryan121@hotmail.com

FRENCH BULLDOG PUP-
PIES 14 weeks- full AKC, all
shots etc

Facebook- Perfect French bull-
dogs

260-307-3490
angela46992@yahoo.com
https://m.facebook.com/groups
/281436650673060/?re-
f=share&mibextid=S66gvF

REAL ESTATE

Home For Sale

5 BEDROOM, 2 bath, Poneto
home, 2+ acres, several out-
buildings, many updates,
Southern Wells School District,
$325,000, 260-273-1607.

SERVICES

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

Serwces

Help Wanted

LONE VIKING

LAWN CARE Veteran run
lawn care service. Affordable.
Will negotiate and beat com-
petitors prices. Call or txt
260-273-7645 for a free
quote or set up an appoint-
ment.

260-273-7645
Lonevikingllc@gmail.com

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

“MEATS

LENGERICH MEATS IS look-
ing for a motivated and reliable
individual with great attention
to detail to join our team. The
position is for general labor
starting at $15.00/hr. Send
your resume to
Lengerich@frontier.com or
stop in and fill out an applica-
tion.

JAMES 5

JACKSON

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

JACKSOMN COMPANY

CONSTRUCTION CA-
REERS- ALL SKILL LEVELS
AT JACKSON CONSTRUC-
TION With our continued
growth, we're seeking to hire
hard-working  local team
members for several com-
mercial & industrial construc-
tion-related roles. These
include skilled carpenters
and laborers in masonry, car-
pentry and steel erection. All
skill and experience levels
will be considered with a
good work ethic and an inter-
est to work in the field at our
various construction  sites
around the region. These are
full time positions with paid
benefits, competitive wages,
tool allowance and matching
401k. All with a company
where we recently celebrated
our 75th anniversary. Come
join our team! Please send
resume to
hireme@jjacksonco.com. or
call our office in town at (260)
824-0918 to get a job appli-
cation.

www.jjacksonco.com

HELOISE HINT: Avoid these
resume mistakes. Never reveal
personal info or list hobbies.
Don't overexaggerate your
qualifications or history, and
don’t fudge anything on your
resume. Keep it professional,
accurate and job-focused. Fax
Heloise @ 210-HELOISE (435-
6473).

SAF-T-LITE IS LOOKING for
individuals that want to work.
See the products you'd be

making -  www.saftlite.com.
Multiple  positions,  locally
owned business, 1st shift

hours, competitive pay, benefit
package, family friendly envi-
ronment. Contact us at
jobs@saftlite.com, (260)
824-3440, apply in person at
1336 W Wiley Ave., Bluffton.
(EAP2)

ALH:. &b

Building Systems

WE ARE HIRING
1ST SHIFT
COMPETITIVE WAGES
FULL TIME EMPLOYMENT

APPLY ONLINE AT
HTTPS://ALH-BUILDING.
COM

MUST PASS
DRUG SCREEN

MARKLE, IN

VEHICLES

Auto/Trucks

1994 CHEVROLET SUBUR-
BAN, 2500, 184,000 miles,
white/blue, 4x2, 6.5 turbo
diesel, new paint, loaded,
Reese hitch, trailer brakes,
original, 260-450-2432.

Lottery Numbers

Thursday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 01-10-19-27-
34

Cashd4Life — 06-07-16-
18-40, Cash Ball: 03

Quick Draw Midday —
02-03-10-12-24-30-33-34-
36-38-40-41-42-52-58-59-
65-66-69-79, BE: 40

Daily Three-Midday —
03-07-00, SB:00

Daily Three-Evening —
05-06-05, SB: 05

Daily Four-Midday —
08-09-02-00, SB: 00

Daily Four-Evening —
07-07-07-03, SB: 05

Quick Draw Evening
— 03-04-05-08-12-14-15-
18-19-27-33-36-38-41-49-
61-67-67-68-73, BE: 14

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $18.6 million

MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for
Friday): $169 million

POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for

Saturday): $211 million

MAY 27-JUNE 3 - (Online

Only Auction) - Schwartz,
seller. Great collection of vin-
tage car parts, Ford tractor,
dump trailer, Bobcat backhoe
& tracts, tools, mower parts,
collectibles, construction
equipment, much more. Pre-
view: May 31 from 4 p.m.-7
p.m., 1055 US Hwy. 27, Berne.
Sale manager, Isaac Stoller,
The Steffen Group Inc., 260-
824-3006.

BIDDING ENDS MAY 28 -
(Online Only Auction) - Life
estate of Dorotha Teagle,
seller. Clean modern furniture,
electric fireplace, Samsung
flat screen TV, 1973 Gibson
guitar, glassware, Craftsman
riding lawn mower, tools, mod-
ern appliances, household,
Trek tandem bicycle, much
more. Pat Carter, sale man-
ager, 260-273-8294, The Stef-
fen Group Inc., http://lwww.
steffengrp.com.

MAY 28-JUNE 4 - (Online
Only) - Leffers Family, sell-
er’s. Huge complete estate
closeout. 2008 Ford F250 Lar-
iat super duty pickup w/35,711
original miles, 2011 Kubota
L5240 tractor w/cab, 2018 Dia-
mond C tandem axel dump
trailer, tandem axel implement
trailer, 2014 Kubota RTV-X util-
ity vehicle, small farm equip-
ment, farm, mechanics and
construction tools, Ottawa hit
and miss engine, complete
windmill, lawn and garden fur-
niture and equipment. Preview:
May 30, 4-6pm and June 1,
5-7pm, 12910 Tonkel Road,
Fort Wayne. The Steffen Group
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.

JUNE 6 - 7 p.m. EST - Estate
of Ida Hilty, Phillip Hilty,
owner. 2499 S US Hwy. 27,
Berne. Real estate auction!
Modern Amish home with
electricity, 3,056 sq. feet build-
ing, 1,200 sq. retail shop space
w/bath, 1,800 sq. feet living
area, 2 bedroom, 1 bath liv-
ing space, 2+/- acres, 6” walls,
beautiful hickory kitchen, built
in 2019. ltems selling following
real estate: 10'x16’ shed, pro-
pane heater, road sign, stove,
refrigerator. Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, kjauction.
com, 260-724-7402.

BIDDING STARTS CLOS-
ING JUNE 9 - 10 a.m. EST
- Secured creditors and
various consignors, owners.
Online only truck & equipment
auction! Offering 300+ lots!
2012-2014 Freightliner M2106
box trucks, dump trucks, day
cabs, utility trucks, utility trail-
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ers, SUV’s, pickup, 100+ vari-
ous skid steer attachments,
40’ shipping container, tents,
work benches/tool boxes &
more! Truck & equipment pre-
view: Contact our office to set
up appointment. Pick up: June
12 & 13, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 815
Adams Street, Decatur, IN.
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty
LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.
com.

JUNE 19-JUNE 23 - (Online
Only Auction) - Golfo Di Nap-
oli Realty, LLC, seller’s. 7916
South Warren Road, Warren,
IN. “State of the Art Organic
Cheese Manufacturing Facil-
ity.” Tract 1: Modern 31,000
SF manufacturing building
with retail area on 40+/- acres.
Tract 2: Complete line of Italian
cheese processing equipment.
Tract 3: Combination of Tract
1 and 2. Brandon Steffen, sale
manager, The Steffen Group
Inc., (260) 824-3006.
BIDDING OPENS SOON
AND STARTS CLOSING
JUNE 25 STARTING AT 4
PM EST - Multiple Consign-
ers, owner. Online only con-
signment auction! 1,000+ lots!
Featuring furniture, household
items, glassware, collectibles,
antiques, TV’s, silver coins,
tools, guns, Amazon return
items & much more! Auction
Preview: June 22, 3-5 p.m.,
815 Adams Street, Decatur,
IN. Pick Up times: June 26, 1-6
p.m. & June 27, 9 a.m.-noon.
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty
LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.
com.

Public Notice

STATE OF INDIANA )
SS

COUNTY OF WELLS)
IN THE WELLS
CIRCUIT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

CAUSE NO.
90C01-2305-EU-000023
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF )

BRUCE G. THORPE, deceased )
NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
For Publication in Newspaper

Notice is hereby given that
FRANKLIN G. SNYDER, was on
May 11, 2023, appointed Personal
Representative of the Estate of
BRUCE G. THORPE, deceased,
who died on the 15th day of Febru-
ary, 2023.

All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or not
now due, must file the claim in the
office of the Clerk of this Court
within three (3) months from the
date of the first publication of this
notice, or within nine (9) months
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be
forever barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, May
15, 2023.

Beth Davis

CLERK,

WELLS CIRCUIT COURT
Attorneys for the Estate:
JEFFREY B. HARDING, ESQ.,
#17362-71
FRANK J. GRAY, ESQ., #7263-02
HALLERCOLVIN PC
ATTORNEYS FOR THE ESTATE
444 EAST MAIN STREET
FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 46802
TELEPHONE: (260) 426-0444
EMAILS: jharding@hallercolvin.
com; Fgray@hallercolvin.com

nb 5/19, 5/26
hspaxip
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Texas attorney general faces impeachment vote after investigation

By ACACIA
CORONADO
and JAKE BLEIBERG
Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) —
Texas Attorney General Ken
Paxton teetered on the brink
of impeachment Thurs-
day after years of scandal,
criminal charges and cor-
ruption accusations that the
state’s Republican majority
had largely met with silence
until now.

In an unanimous deci-
sion, a Republican-led
House investigative com-
mittee that spent months
quietly looking into Paxton
recommended impeaching
the state’s top lawyer. The
House could vote on the
recommendation as soon as
Friday. If it impeaches Pax-
ton, he would be forced to
leave office immediately.

The move sets set up
what could be a remarkably
sudden downfall for one
of the GOP’s most promi-
nent legal combatants, who
in 2020 asked the U.S.
Supreme Court to overturn
Joe Biden’s victory. Only
two officials in Texas’ near-
ly 200-year history have

been impeached.

Paxton has been under
FBI investigation for years
over accusations that he
used his office to help a
donor and was separately
indicted on securities fraud
charges in 2015, but has yet
to stand trial.

When the five-member
committee’s investigation
came to light Tuesday, Pax-
ton suggested it was a politi-
cal attack by the House’s
“liberal” Republican speak-
er, Dade Phelan. He called
for Phelan’s resignation and
accused him of being drunk
during a marathon session
last Friday. Phelan’s office
has brushed off the accusa-
tion as Paxton attempting to
“save face.”

“It’s is a sad day for
Texas as we witness the
corrupt political establish-
ment unite in this illegiti-
mate attempt to overthrow
the will of the people and
disenfranchise the voters of
our state,” Paxton said in a
statement Thursday, calling
the committee’s findings
“hearsay and gossip, parrot-
ing long-disproven claims.”

By moving against him,

Paxton said, “The RINOs
in the Texas Legislature are
now on the same side as Joe
Biden.”

Impeachment requires a
majority vote of the state’s
usually 150-member House
chamber, which Republi-
cans now control 85-64,
since a GOP representative
resigned ahead of an expect-
ed vote to expel him over
the finding that he had inap-
propriate sexual conduct
with an intern.

It’s unclear how many
supporters Paxton may
have in the House. Since the
prospect of impeachment
suddenly emerged Wednes-
day, none of Texas other top
Republicans have voiced
support for Paxton.

Investigative committee
members, which include
three Republicans and two
Democrats, did not reveal
details about the articles of
impeachment when they
voted to approve them in
open session and a copy had
not been made public by
Thursday evening.

The timing of a vote by
the House also is unclear.
Rep. Andrew Murr, the

Lawmakers in several states
push to loosen child labor laws

By HARM VENHUIZEN
Associated Press/
Report for America

MADISON, Wis. (AP)
— Lawmakers in several
states are embracing legis-
lation to let children work
in more hazardous occupa-
tions, for more hours on
school nights and in expand-
ed roles, including serving
alcohol in bars and restau-
rants as young as 14.

The efforts to significant-
ly roll back labor rules are
largely led by Republican
lawmakers to address work-
er shortages and, in some
cases, run afoul of federal
regulations.

Child welfare advocates
worry the measures repre-
sent a coordinated push to
scale back hard-won protec-
tions for minors.

“The consequences are
potentially disastrous,”
said Reid Maki, director of
the Child Labor Coalition,
which advocates against
exploitative labor policies.
“You can’t balance a per-
ceived labor shortage on the
backs of teen workers.”

Lawmakers proposed
loosening child labor laws
in at least 10 states over the
past two years, according to
a report published last month
by the left-leaning Economic
Policy Institute. Some bills
became law, while others
were withdrawn or vetoed.

Legislators in Wisconsin,
Ohio and Iowa are actively
considering relaxing child
labor laws to address worker
shortages, which are driving
up wages and contributing
to inflation. Employers have
struggled to fill open posi-
tions after a spike in retire-
ments, deaths and illnesses
from COVID-19, decreases
in legal immigration and
other factors.

The job market is one of
the tightest since World War
II, with the unemployment
rate at 3.4 percent — the
lowest in 54 years.

Bringing more children
into the labor market is, of
course, not the only way to
solve the problem. Econo-
mists point to several other
strategies the country can
employ to alleviate the labor
crunch without asking kids
to work more hours or in
dangerous settings.

The most obvious is
allowing more legal immi-
gration, which is politically
divisive but has been a cor-
nerstone of the country’s
ability to grow for years in
the face of an aging popula-
tion. Other strategies could
include incentivizing older
workers to delay retirement,
expanding opportunities for
formerly incarcerated peo-
ple and making child-care
more affordable, so that par-
ents have greater flexibility

to work.

In Wisconsin, lawmak-
ers are backing a proposal to
allow 14-year-olds to serve
alcohol in bars and restau-
rants. If it passed, Wisconsin
would have the lowest such
limit nationwide, according
to the National Institute on
Alcohol Abuse and Alcohol-
ism.

The Ohio Legislature
is on track to pass a bill
allowing students ages 14
and 15 to work until 9 p.m.
during the school year with
their parents’ permission.
That’s later than federal
law allows, so a companion
measure asks the U.S. Con-
gress to amend its own laws.

Under the federal Fair
Labor Standards Act, stu-
dents that age can only
work until 7 p.m. during
the school year. Congress
passed the law in 1938 to
stop children from being
exposed to dangerous condi-
tions and abusive practices
in mines, factories, farms
and street trades.

Republican Arkansas
Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sand-
ers signed a law in March
eliminating permits that
required employers to verify
a child’s age and a parent’s
consent. Without work per-
mit requirements, compa-
nies caught violating child
labor laws can more easily
claim ignorance.

Supreme Court limits federal
ability to police wetland pollution

By MARK SHERMAN
and JESSICA GRESKO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP)
— The Supreme Court on
Thursday sharply limited
the federal government’s
authority to police water
pollution into certain wet-
lands, the second decision
in as many years in which
a conservative majority nar-
rowed the reach of environ-
mental regulations.

The outcome could
threaten efforts to control
flooding on the Mississippi
River and protect the Chesa-
peake Bay, among many
projects, wrote Justice Brett
Kavanaugh, breaking with
the other five conservatives.
Environmental advocates
said the decision would strip
protections from tens of mil-
lions of acres of wetlands.

The justices boosted
property rights over con-
cerns about clean water in
a ruling in favor of an Idaho
couple who sought to build
a house near Priest Lake
in the state’s panhandle.
Chantell and Michael Sack-
ett objected when federal
officials identified a soggy
portion of the property as a
wetlands that required them
to get a permit before filling
it with rocks and soil.

By a 5-4 vote, the court
said in an opinion by Justice
Samuel Alito that wetlands
can only be regulated under
the Clean Water Act if they
have a “continuous surface
connection” to larger, regu-

lated bodies of water. There
is no such connection on the
Sacketts’ property.

President Joe Biden said
the court’s decision defies
science and undermines a
law that has been used for a
half-century to make Ameri-
can waters cleaner.

“The Supreme Court’s
disappointing decision in
Sackett v. EPA will take
our country backwards. It
puts our Nation’s wetlands
— and the rivers, streams,
lakes, and ponds connected
to them — at risk of pollu-
tion and destruction, jeopar-
dizing the sources of clean
water that millions of Amer-
ican families, farmers, and
businesses rely on,” Biden
said in a statement.

The court jettisoned the
17-year-old opinion by their
former colleague, Anthony
Kennedy, allowing regu-
lation of what can be dis-
charged into wetlands that
could affect the health of the
larger waterways.

Kennedy’s opinion cov-
ering wetlands that have a
“significant nexus” to larger
bodies of water had been
the standard for evaluat-
ing whether permits were
required for discharges
under the 1972 landmark
environmental law. Oppo-
nents had objected that the
standard was vague and
unworkable.

Reacting to the decision,
Manish Bapna, the chief
executive of the Natural
Resources Defense Coun-

cil, called on Congress to
amend the Clean Water Act
to restore wetlands pro-
tections and on states to
strengthen their own laws.

“The Supreme Court
ripped the heart out of the
law we depend on to protect
American waters and wet-
lands. The majority chose
to protect polluters at the
expense of healthy wetlands
and waterways. This decision
will cause incalculable harm.
Communities across the
country will pay the price,”
Bapna said in a statement.

The outcome almost
certainly will affect ongo-
ing court battles over new
water regulations, including
for wetlands, that the Biden
administration put in place
in December. Two fed-
eral judges have temporar-
ily blocked those rules from
being enforced in 26 states.

Congress voted in March
to overturn the administra-
tion’s new water rule and,
even though President Biden
vetoed the measure, the pros-
pect of legislative action to
restore wetlands protections
anytime soon is remote.

The head of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency,
Michael S. Regan, credited
the Clean Water Act with
leading to “transformational
progress” in cleaning up
the nation’s waterways. “I
am disappointed by today’s
Supreme Court decision that
erodes longstanding clean
water protections,” Regan
said in a statement.

Republican chair of the
investigative committee,
said he did not have a time-
line and Phelan’s office
declined to comment.

Unlike in Congress,
impeachment in Texas
requires immediate removal
from office until a trial is
held in the Senate. Republi-
can Gov. Greg Abbott could
appoint an interim replace-
ment. Final removal would
require two-thirds support in
the Senate, where Paxton’s
wife’s, Angela, is a member.

Paxton, 60, faces ouster
at the hands of GOP law-
makers just seven months
after easily winning a
third term over challeng-
ers — among them George
P. Bush — who had urged
voters to reject a compro-
mised incumbent but dis-
covered that many didn’t
know about Paxton’s litany
of alleged misdeeds or dis-
missed the accusations as
political attacks.

Even with Monday’s
end of the regular ses-
sion approaching, state law
allows the House to keep
working on impeachment
proceedings. It also could

May
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call itself back into session
later. The Senate has the
same options.

In one sense, Paxton’s
political peril arrived with
dizzying speed: The House
committee investigation
came to light Tuesday, fol-
lowed the next day by an
extraordinary public airing
of alleged criminal acts he
committed as one of Texas’
most powerful figures.

But to Paxton’s detrac-
tors, who now include a
widening share of his own
party in the Texas Capitol,
the rebuke was years in the
making.

In 2014, he admitted to
violating Texas securities
law over not registering as
an investment advisor while
soliciting clients. A year
later, Paxton was indicted
on felony securities charges
by a grand jury in his home-
town near Dallas, where he
was accused of defrauding
investors in a tech startup.
He has pleaded not guilty to
two felony counts that carry
a potential sentence of five
to 99 years in prison.

He opened a legal
defense fund and accepted

$100,000 from an executive
whose company was under
investigation by Paxton’s
office for Medicaid fraud.
An additional $50,000 was
donated by an Arizona retir-
ee whose son Paxton later
hired to a high-ranking job
but was soon fired after try-
ing to make a point by dis-
playing child pornography
in a meeting.

What has unleashed the
most serious risk to Pax-
ton is his relationship with
another wealthy donor,
Austin real estate developer
Nate Paul.

Several of Paxton’s top
aides in 2020 said they
became concerned the attor-
ney general was misusing
the powers of his office to
help Paul over unproven
claims that an elaborate con-
spiracy to steal $200 million
of his properties was afoot.
The FBI searched Paul’s
home in 2019 but he has not
been charged and his attor-
neys have denied wrongdo-
ing. Paxton also told staff
members that he had an
affair with a woman who,
it later emerged, worked for
Paul.
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Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

Cj CIsGARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models  broken springs & cables

«\)
)\‘J'he Golden
fPa
training & boarding

“MAKING DOGS GOLDEN
SINCE 2011

260-273-9973

Pupslovethegoldendog.com

Seamless
Sure-Flo®ine:
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Profection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

| 260-888-5062 |

www.seamlessgutter.net

e

S

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

Locally Raised Meats

‘Wells County Adams County Steuben County
Pasture Raised
Pork

100%
Grass-Fed Beef

Organic
Chicken

- Locally Owned & Operated
(=] [=] By David & Cara Teeple & Family

% 2035 Commerce Dr. Suite 207, Bluffton
260-824-3255
www.hoosiercreekfarmslic.com

] .
D's Landscaping
918.370.3593
193 North Oak Street ext, Bluffton

o Full Lawn Care « Tree Removal

* Demo/dunk  Tree Trimming
Removal
All Surrounding Areas

24-hour service

Wickey Construction

Free Estimate on
Metal Roofing
& More

260-273-9776

7 el
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Ulssociates

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:

+ FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

« Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

-{ﬁg{:‘:ﬁ’« ofFicE 260-824-1618  Corner of Main & Market « Bluffton, IN

LANCASTER

Senior Apartments
1800 S. Wayne St. | Bluffton

» 1& 2 Bedrooms

= Maintenance Free
- All Ground-level

« Private Entrances
- Water Included

260824.5280 - e

For those 62 + or
disabled, regardiess
of age.

=24

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican | pREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

r- INDIANA FARM
N . BUREAU INSURANCE"

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place ¢ Bluffton, IN
Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan

STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. « Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In-
SO Wy
Home Healthcare. S NAELA
Asyour guide through e
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

ELDER LAW

+ Medicaid Planning

« In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

+ Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

.Home Remodel and Repair

\ "\d ) Locally
=1

/\J Owned

[®Repair Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete - Doors
Windows - Painting
Tile - Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269
Jim Baker

Primary

A

260-223-4276
Contracting, LLC Estimates

Decks ¢ Garages ¢ Pole Barns * Siding * Remodeling
Metal and Shingle Roofing ¢ Storm Damage *Trim Wood Working and more!

Free

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE

FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K1 for our Events.

128 S Jonnson ST. 824-0455

&2 AMISH CREW

will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

Owner - Edwin Wickey ~ COMPETITIVE RATES!
A-1 U-Stor

‘ > Safe & Secure

l'BlEl EDR EBnOUwRBnO¥ — Self Storage

= 824-1846

*Safety Lighting «Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.al-ustor.com [Z&2
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton
Come See Us for Your CBD il Needs

R Warren Tﬁarmacy@
(260)375-2135 <>

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor|
222 N. Wayne St., Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist ® Melinda Daniels, RN

For as little as ...

$123

PER ISSUE

YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEWS-BANNER Exery Dfu;!

Plus The Ossian Journal, &
Sunriser News Every Week! 824-0224 or

... you can keep your name in the public eye!
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call
622-4108

June deadline is
Tues., May 23!

Follow us on Twitter at...

twitter.com/newsbanner



