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Ossian moves ahead on
sewer system upgrade

By DAVE SCHULTZ

Ossian is moving ahead
with a recommendation for
a two-phase upgrade of the
town’s sewer collection sys-
tem at an estimated cost of
$5.4 million for both phases.

Jim Breckler of Engi-
neering Resources walked
the four council members
present — Josh Barkley,
Brad Pursley, Dennis Eal-
ing, and Stephanie Tucker
— through six alternatives.
The two-phase alternative
was recommended as the
best for the town, and the
vote to accept that recom-
mendation was 4-0.

The council was under a
deadline of Friday, March
31, to submit the plans to
the Indiana Finance Author-
ity’s State Revolving Loan
Fund.

What was approved
Monday was the prelimi-
nary engineering plan for
the system upgrade, and that
is what Breckler’s firm must
submit by Friday.

Jeff Rowe and Scott
Hadler of the BakerTilly
municipal finance firm

Construction begins =

were on hand to explain the
finances, and it appears that
the two phases will result in
a 22.3 percent increase in
sewer rates.

The projects — this year
and in 2027 — are needed
because the town’s two lift
stations are antiquated, at
least in terms of two resi-
dential developments now

Josh Barkley, president of the Ossian Town Council, signs
documents related to the sewer improvement project as Jim
Breckler of Engineering Services looks on. (Photo by Dave
Schultz)

at Southern Wells

Spring break brought with it construction
on a new preschool, playground

By HOLLY GASKILL

Construction for Southern
Wells Community Schools’ new
preschool began over spring break
last week.

The construction project is
renovating the high school’s previ-
ous family and consumer science
room into a preschool classroom
with a child’s bathroom and obser-
vation room. A new playground
will also be added nearby.

The preschool, called Southern
Wells Little Raiders, will begin in
August. The program will be an On
My Pre-K program licensed with
the state of Indiana and will partner
with a new Early Childhood Educa-
tion course in the high school.

Classroom instruction will be
led by a full-time licensed teach-
er. High school students study-

ing to become teachers will have
the opportunity to aid in teaching,
maintain classroom materials and
observe behaviors and teaching
methods.

Applications for both morning
and afternoon sessions are open
and available on the school’s web-
site or are available at the high
school office. Sessions are avail-
able on Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday, with a morning time from
8:30-11 a.m. and an afternoon
time from 12-2:30 p.m.

The preschool costs $80
monthly, with a $25 registration
fee and a one-time $50 supply fee.
Questions can be directed to the
high school at 765-728-5534 or
email Kim Conner at kconner@
swraiders.com.

holly@news-banner.com

under way — one unnamed
project on the town’s north
side and the Crosswinds
Lakes project on the south-
east side of the town.

The East Mill Street lift
station was constructed in
1964 and rehabilitated in
2008 and the Davis Road
lift station was constructed

(Continued on Page 2)

does.

Members of the Ossian Town Couuncil — clockwise from lower left, Brad Pursley, Den-
nis Ealing, and Josh Barkley — with Jim Breckler of Engineering Services in the right
foreground, converse with Scott Hadler of the BakerTilly finance firm, who was present
on the screen at top right. Council member Stephanie Tucker was also present, and was
seated off-camera to the right. (Photo by Dave Schultz)

Ossian council opens process to
select new member on April 10

The Ossian Town council intends
to choose a new council member at its
April 10 meeting.

Longtime council member Brad
Pursley resigned earlier this month,
effective March 31, and participated in
his final council meeting during Mon-
day afternoon’s special session. The
other three members present Monday
— Josh Barkley, Stephanie Tucker, and
Dennis Ealing — agreed to accept appli-

cations for a new council member until
noon April 10.

Anyone applying to succeed Pursley
must live in the town’s west ward, as he

Since Pursley was independent of any
political party affiliation, the council will
decide on his replacement. Had he been
a Republican or a Democrat, a caucus
would have determined his successor.

— Dave Schultz

Construction has begun at Southern Wells High School for its new pre-
school, which will begin next school year. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Family of U.S. couple kidnapped in Haiti begs for help

By DANICA COTO
Associated Press

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico
(AP) — Nikese Toussaint was at
church, so she didn’t see the text
message from her sister.

All she knew at that point was
that their brother and his wife,
who live in the U.S., had landed
safely in Haiti to visit ailing rela-
tives and prepare for Rara, a color-
ful and boisterous festival born out
of the dark days of slavery.

It wasn’t until Toussaint got
home and her sister followed up
the unread text with a phone call
that she learned her warnings
had materialized: their brother,
an accountant; his wife, a social
worker; and another person were
snatched off a public bus amid a
surge in gang-related kidnappings.

Toussaint took a deep breath.
Not again, she thought.

Seventeen years earlier, gangs
had kidnapped two of her cousins
in the capital of Port-au-Prince.
They were eventually released but
remain traumatized.

This time, the gang that kid-
napped her brother, wife and
another person is demanding
$200,000 — each.

“How are we ever going to
come up with that money?” Tous-
saint told The Associated Press in
a phone interview Monday from
the U.S.

The kidnapping occurred
March 18, and since then, her
brother, Jean-Dickens Toussaint,
has been allowed to make only
two brief calls.

All his family knows is that

he and his wife, Abigail Michael
Toussaint, are tied up. The phone
calls are too brief to find out if
they are being given food or water
or treated generally well, Nikese
Toussaint said.

The couple were on their way
to Jean-Dickens Toussaint’s home-
town of Leogane, which many
Haitians believe organizes the
country’s best Rara festival. Three
pandemic years had gone by since
he last led a Rara band through
those streets, and the 33-year-old
accountant was excited to resume
his role as “colonel.”

Rara is similar to a carnival,
with drums, bamboo instruments
and metal horns accompanying
singers as they parade through
the town behind band leaders like
Toussaint in an homage to the

slave revolution that led Haiti to
become the world’s first Black
republic.

But the celebration was cut
short.

The Toussaints, who are from
Tamarac, Florida, never made it to
Leogane.

Gangs stopped the public bus
they were on as it tried to cross
Martissant, considered ground
zero for ongoing violence that
has worsened since the July 2021
assassination of President Jovenel
Moise.

The gangs apparently noticed
the suitcases in the bus and zeroed
in on the couple and the person
accompanying them on the trip,
Nikese Toussaint said.

The family paid someone they

(Continued on Page 2)

Nashville
shooter
organized
attack

Six were Killed after the
shooter drew maps,
surveilled school

By JONATHAN MATTISE,
TRAVIS LOLLER
and HOLLY MEYER
Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) —
A former student shot through the
doors of a Christian elementary
school and killed three children
and three adults after elaborately
planning the massacre by drawing
out a detailed map and conducting
surveillance of the building, police
said.

The massacre at The Covenant
School in Nashville was the latest
in a series of mass shootings in a
country that has grown increas-
ingly unnerved by bloodshed in
schools.

The victims included three
9-year-old children, the school’s
top administrator, a substitute
teacher and a custodian. Amid the
chaos a familiar ritual played out:
Panicked parents rushed to the
school to see if their children were
safe and tearfully hugged their
kids, and a stunned community
planned vigils for the victims.

“I was literally moved to tears
to see this and the kids as they
were being ushered out of the
building,” Metropolitan Nash-
ville Police Chief John Drake said
Monday during one of several
news conferences.

Police gave unclear information
on the gender of the shooter. For
hours, police identified the shooter
as a 28-year-old woman and even-

(Continued on Page 2)
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Nashville shooting

(Continued from Page 1)
tually identified the person
as Audrey Hale. Then at a
late afternoon press confer-
ence, the police chief said
that Hale was transgender.
After the news conference,
police spokesperson Don
Aaron declined to elaborate
on how Hale currently iden-
tified.

Drake did not give a spe-
cific motive when asked by
reporters but gave chilling
examples of the shooter’s
prior planning for the target-
ed attack.

“We have a manifesto,
we have some writings that
we’re going over that per-
tain to this date, the actual
incident,” he said. “We
have a map drawn out of
how this was all going to
take place.”

He said in an interview
with NBC News that inves-
tigators believe Hale had
“some resentment for hav-
ing to go to that school.”

The shooter gained entry
by firing into glass doors on
the building, shattering them,
police later said in a tweet.

The shooter was armed
with two “assault-style”
weapons as well as a hand-
gun, authorities said. At least
two of them were believed
to have been obtained legal-
ly in the Nashville area,
according to the chief.

The victims were identi-
fied as Evelyn Dieckhaus,
Hallie Scruggs, and William
Kinney, all 9 years old, and

adults Cynthia Peak, 61;
Katherine Koonce, 60; and
Mike Hill, 61.

The website of The Cov-
enant School, a Presbyte-
rian school founded in 2001,
lists a Katherine Koonce as
the head of the school. Her
LinkedIn profile says she
has led the school since July
2016. Peak was a substitute
teacher and Hill was a custo-
dian, according to investiga-
tors.

Students held hands as
they walked to school buses,
which drove them to a near-
by church to be reunited
with their parents.

Rachel Dibble, who was at
the church as families found
their children, described the
scene as everyone being in
“complete shock.”

“People were involun-
tarily trembling,” said Dib-
ble, whose children attend
a different private school in
Nashville. “The children ...
started their morning in their
cute little uniforms, they
probably had some Froot
Loops and now their whole
lives changed today.”

Communities around the
U.S. has suffered through
one mass Kkilling after
another in recent years, with
school shootings taking an
especially painful toll.

Recent tragedies nation-
wide include the massacre
at an elementary school in
Uvalde, Texas, last year;
a first grader who shot his
teacher in Virginia; and

a shooting last week in
Denver that wounded two
administrators.

President Joe Biden,
speaking at the White House
on Monday, called the
shooting a “family’s worst
nightmare” and implored
Congress again to pass a ban
on certain semi-automatic
weapons.

“It’s ripping at the soul
of this nation, ripping at the
very soul of this nation,”
Biden said.

Biden later ordered the
U.S. flag to be flown at
half-staff on all federal
buildings through March
31. He also spoke to Ten-
nessee Gov. Bill Lee and
Nashville Mayor John Coo-
per about the shooting, offi-
cials said.

Founded as a ministry
of Covenant Presbyterian
Church — which is affili-
ated with the conservative
evangelical Presbyterian
Church in America — The
Covenant School is located
in the affluent Green Hills
neighborhood just south of
downtown Nashville that
is home to the famed Blue-
bird Café — a spot typically
beloved by musicians and
songwriters.

The school has about
200 students from preschool
through sixth grade, as well
as roughly 50 staff members.

“Our community is
heartbroken,” a statement
from the school said. “We
are grieving tremendous

loss and are in shock com-
ing out of the terror that
shattered our school and
church. We are focused on
loving our students, our
families, our faculty and
staff and beginning the pro-
cess of healing.”

Monday’s tragedy
unfolded over roughly 14
minutes. Police received the
initial call about an active
shooter at 10:13 a.m.

Officers began clearing
the first story of the school
when they heard gunshots
coming from the second
level, Aaron said during
a news briefing. Police
later said in a tweet that
the shooter fired at arriv-
ing officers from a second-
story window and had come
armed with significant
ammunition.

Two officers from a five-
member team opened fire
in response, fatally shoot-
ing the suspect at 10:27
a.m., Aaron said. One offi-
cer had a hand wound from
cut glass.

Aaron said there were
no police officers present or
assigned to the school at the
time of the shooting because
it is a church-run school.

“We need to step back.
We need to breathe. We
need to grieve,” said Paul
Purdue, the church’s senior
pastor. “We need to remem-
ber. We need to make space
for others who are grieving.
We need to hear the cries of
our neighbors.”

U.S. couple

(Continued from Page 1)
trusted $6,000 to give to the gang, but
the money vanished. It’s not unusual
for gangs in Haiti to refuse to release
kidnapping victims even after they’ve
been paid, but Toussaint believes it was
a scam.

“That’s when we said, ‘Uh, oh, we
have to get help,”” she recalled. “We
didn’t know what to do at that point.
We don’t want to take any more risks.”

Toussaint said her family is in touch
with the FBI, which is helping with the
case.

“To the gangs, I want to say, we
want our family back. We are not rich

over here,” Nikese Toussaint said.

A statement from the U.S. State
Department said the agency was aware
of reports of two U.S. citizens being
kidnapped and was in regular contact
with Haitian authorities.

The kidnappings are the latest to
target U.S. citizens, although most vic-
tims are Haitian, ranging from wealthy
business owners to humble street ven-
dors. At least 101 kidnappings were
reported in the first two weeks of
March alone, with another 208 people
killed in gang clashes during that peri-
od, according to the U.N.

The ongoing violence in Port-au-

Prince and beyond also has displaced
at least 160,000 people as warring
gangs set fire to neighborhoods in their
bid to control more territory.

More than a week has gone by since
the Toussaints were kidnapped. Their
family is trying to stay strong because
the couple have a son who turns 2 on
Tuesday.

“We’re trying to smile,” Nikese
Toussaint said of their video calls with
the boy. “We have to smile with him,
and give him love, and at the same
time we get a little smile (from him),
and that’s when the pain gets a little
harder.”

U.S., World News Roundup

Kim wants N. Korea
to make more nuclear

material for bombs

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
has called for his nuclear scientists to
increase production of weapons-grade
material to make bombs to put on his
increasing range of weapons.

The report in state media Tuesday
followed a series of missile launches
— seven launch events in this month
alone — and rising threats to use the
weapons against his enemies. North
Korea’s weapons tests and U.S.-South
Korea military exercises have intensi-
fied in a tit-for-tat cycle, underscoring
heightened tensions in the region.

Officials say North Korea could
further up the ante in coming weeks or
months with more provocative displays
of its military nuclear program, possi-
bly including its first test detonation of
a nuclear device since September 2017.

The Korean Central News Agency
said Kim during a meeting on Monday
with officials and scientists at a state
nuclear weapons institute stressed the
need to ramp up bomb fuel production
to meet his goals to expand his nuclear
arsenal “exponentially,” and issued
unspecified “important tasks” for his
nuclear industry.

Kim also examined the country’s
established plans for nuclear counter-
attacks as scientists briefed him on the
North’s latest nuclear-capable weap-
ons systems and progress in technolo-
gies for mounting nuclear warheads on
missiles, the agency said.

Deputies accused
of shoving guns in

mouths of 2 Black men

BRANDON, Miss. (AP) — Several
deputies from a Mississippi sherift’s
department being investigated by the
Justice Department for possible civil

rights violations have been involved
in at least four violent encounters with
Black men since 2019 that left two dead
and another with lasting injuries, an
Associated Press investigation found.

Two of the men allege that Rankin
County sheriff’s deputies shoved
guns into their mouths during sepa-
rate encounters. In one case, the dep-
uty pulled the trigger, leaving the man
with wounds that required parts of his
tongue to be sewn back together. In
one of the two fatal confrontations, the
man’s mother said a deputy kneeled on
her son’s neck while he told them he
couldn’t breathe.

Police and court records obtained
by the AP show that several deputies
who were accepted to the sheriff’s
office’s Special Response Team — a
tactical unit whose members receive
advanced training — were involved in
each of the four encounters. In three of
them, the heavily redacted documents
don’t indicate if they were serving in
their normal capacity as deputies or as
members of the unit.

Gwyneth Paltrow
accuser calls Utah ski

crash ‘serious smack’

PARK CITY, Utah (AP) — The
man suing Gwyneth Paltrow over a
2016 skiing collision at an upscale
Utah resort told a jury Monday that
the actor-turned-lifestyle influencer
crashed into him from behind and sent
him “absolutely flying.”

“All I saw was a whole lot of snow.
And I didn’t see the sky, but I was fly-
ing,” said Terry Sanderson, a 76-year-
old retired optometrist, calling the
impact “a serious smack.”

That’s the opposite of what Paltrow
testified, and the jury has heard duel-
ing narratives as the trial enters its
second week. Paltrow said Sanderson
was uphill and hit her from behind.
He’s suing her for more than $300,000,
claiming she skied recklessly and that
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5- 11b Pkg. Ground Beef Patties

260-731-3221
190 N Union, Pennville, IN

he has permanent brain damage from
the crash that altered his personality.

On the stand Friday, Paltrow said
Sanderson knocked into her gen-
tly from behind but that the collision
escalated as the two skidded down
the beginner slope. She said his skis
veered between her legs, causing her to
briefly panic as she heard a man groan-
ing behind her. Paltrow was present in
court Monday.

Sanderson recalled a screaming
woman skiing out of control and hit-
ting him square in the back. Craig
Ramon, another skier who says he’s
the sole eyewitness to the collision,
testified last week that he saw Paltrow
hit Sanderson.

Amid strained U.S.
ties, China finds

unlikely friend in Utah

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Chi-
na’s global campaign to win friends
and influence policy has blossomed in
a surprising place: Utah, a deeply reli-
gious and conservative state with few
obvious ties to the world’s most pow-
erful communist country.

An investigation by The Associ-
ated Press has found that China and
its U.S.-based advocates spent years
building relationships with the state’s
officials and lawmakers. Those efforts
have paid dividends at home and
abroad, the AP found: Lawmakers
delayed legislation Beijing didn’t like,
nixed resolutions that conveyed dis-
pleasure with its actions and expressed
support in ways that enhanced the Chi-
nese government’s image.

Its work in Utah is emblematic of
a broader effort by Beijing to secure
allies at the local level as its relations
with the U.S. and its Western allies
have turned acrimonious. U.S. offi-
cials say local leaders are at risk of
being manipulated by China and have
deemed the influence campaign a
threat to national security.
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Weather

Tuesday, March 28, 2023
(24-hour observations at 10:15 p.m. Monday)
High: 51; Low: 38; Precipitation: 0.02 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 8.47

feet at 9:45 p.m. Monday

Wells County forecast

Today: Partly sunny, with a high near 47. Northeast wind
5 to 10 mph becoming north in the afternoon.
Tonight: Mostly clear, with a low around 31. Northwest

wind around 5 mph becom-
ing southwest after midnight.
Wednesday: A 20 per-
cent chance of showers after
2 p.m. Partly sunny, with
a high near 49. Southwest
wind 10 to 20 mph, with
gusts as high as 30 mph.

DYooy
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Wednesday Night: A 10 percent chance of showers
before 8 p.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 23. North-
west wind around 10 mph becoming northeast after mid-

night.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 53.
Thursday Night: A 50 percent chance of showers, main-
ly after 2 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 45.
Friday: Showers, mainly after 8 a.m. High near 64.
Breezy. Chance of precipitation is 90 percent.
Friday Night: Showers, mainly before 2 a.m. Low
around 43. Windy. Chance of precipitation is 90 percent.
Saturday: A 30 percent chance of showers, mainly
before 8 a.m. Partly sunny, with a high near 51. Breezy.
Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 29.
Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 57.

Sunday Night: A slight
chance of showers. Partly
cloudy, with a low around
45.

Monday: A chance of

showers. Mostly sunny, with
a high near 65.

Sewer system

(Continued from Page 1)
in 1989 and rehabilitated in
2998.

The town may be eligible
to receive grants from the
SRF, particularly if septic
system removals are includ-
ed.

A public hearing on the
upgrades will be held dur-
ing the council’s April 10
meeting. That meeting will

Safia™

be held at the First Bap-
tist Church of Ossian, 1001
Dehner Drive.

The council also
approved a second pay
application from API Con-
struction Corp. for water
improvements on Hicko-
ry Lane and Shady Lane.
The amount requested was
$147,543.28.

daves@news-banner.com
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operations every year.

Online

2023, at her residence.

Richard “Dick” Bricker,

Richard “Dick” T. Bricker, 72,
of Bluffton, passed away Sunday
evening, March 26, 2023, at
Bluffton Regional Medical Center.

Dick was born in Bluffton on
Nov. 28, 1950, to Robert and
Dorothy (Donald) Bricker. He
married Linda Jones in Bluffton
on April 17, 1999; she survives.

A 1970 graduate of Bluffton
High School, he worked for the
Military Department of Indiana
where he retired after 23 years
of service. After retirement, Dick became a bus driver
for the Bluffton-Harrison Metropolitan School District,
where he was currently employed.

Dick was a long-time member of Calvary Lutheran
Church in Bluffton and a current member of the board
of directors for Bi-County Services. He also enjoyed
working and volunteering at Bluffton High School
sporting events for over the past 20 years. He had
been involved with the Dream Team in Bluffton since
its inception in 2001, and was also instrumental in
developing the Wicker Park T-ball diamond, along
with the concession stand, where he still oversaw the

72

In addition to his wife, Dick is survived by a son,
Kyle (Erin) Bricker of New Haven; five sisters, Carol
(Larry) Studabaker, Judy Grimm, Linda Shane, Jean
(Ron) Bowman and Betty (John) Kizer, all of Bluffton;
a brother, Philip “Pete” Bricker of Bluffton; five
grandchildren, Blake, Lane, Luke, Alyssa and Finn;
along with several nieces and nephews, and his faithful
companion, a pitbull mix, Daisy.

Aside from his parents, Dick was preceded in
death by two sons, Allen Bricker and stillborn infant
Christopher Alan Bricker; two brothers, Robert “Don”
Bricker and Jeff Bricker; and a sister, Geraldine Niblick.

Visitation will be held from 2-7 p.m. on Thursday,
Mar. 30, 2023, at Goodwin — Cale & Harnish Memorial
Chapel in Bluffton. Services will be held at 10 a.m. on
Friday, Mar. 31, 2023, at the funeral home, with one
hour of visitation prior to the service. Barry Crosbie will
officiate. A private family burial at Fairview Cemetery in
Bluffton will take place at a later date.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Dream
Team, in support of the concession stand.
condolences
www.goodwincaleharnish.com.

Mary Hendricks, 77

Mary Hendricks, 77, of Bradington, Fla., and former-
ly of Ossian, passed away Sunday evening, March 26,

may be made at

Funeral arrangements are pending at this time with
Goodwin - Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel in Bluffton.

Obituary Policy

The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituar-
ies free of charge for “local” deaths. “Basic” obituaries will include

the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of
death, basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of

calling hours and services and the name of the funeral home handling

arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included,
or if the deceased does not meet the definitions of a “local” person,

there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will

coordinate obituary publication.
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Police Notebook

INCIDENTS

City:

Friday, 4:04 p.m., Con-
necting Center. Bike theft.

Friday, 4:28 p.m., Bluff-
ton Police Department.
Crystal-like substance found
and placed in evidence.

Friday, 6:50 p.m., 302
Arrowhead Trail. Deceased
person found. Believed to be
a 63 year old male.

Friday, 7:10 p.m., 910
West Washington Street.
Standby during a property
retrieval. Woman wanted to
retrieve personal items and
man claimed she was steal-
ing from him.

Friday, 10:22 p.m.,
Landmark Recovery. Man
believed to be overdosing.
Two doses of Narcan admin-
istered.

Saturday, 7:24 a.m.,
Kroger. Multiple vehicle
accident in parking lot.
Report to follow.

Saturday, 7:39 a.m., Short
Stop. Lights on in building
and doors are locked.

Saturday, 2:28 p.m.,
South Bond Street and West
Wiley Avenue. Branch in the
roadway. Citizen stopped
and assisted in removal.

Saturday, 2:44 p.m., 714
Sycamore Lane. Garage
door stuck open during
power outage. Officer manu-
ally shut door and advised
how to operate it when the
power returns.

Saturday, 2:53 p.m., 1247
Manor Drive. Trampoline
in the roadway. Assisted in
moving off the roadway.

Saturday, 3:06 p.m.,
South Main Street and East
Wiley Avenue. Tree blocking
all lanes of traffic. Tree and
debris moved.

Saturday, 4:56 p.m.,
North Main Street and East
Market Street. Road con-
struction sign in northbound
lane. Sign removed.

Saturday, 7 p.m., Inteva
Products. Vehicle was hit
while calling person was at
work.

Saturday, 8:23 p.m.,
Linger Inn. Verbal alterca-
tion between a man and a
woman.

Saturday, 9:29 p.m., 1317

Lancaster Street. Wire hang-
ing across driveway.

Sunday, 10:44 a.m.,
Walmart. Two unsupervised
juveniles knocking around
merchandise and refusing to
leave. Juveniles fled when
officers arrived.

Sunday, 2:07 p.m., Wil-
lowbrook Trail and Linden-
wood Drive. Tires in the
roadway.

Sunday, 2:52 p.m., Reed’s
Do It Best Hardware. Cita-
tion issued for 61 in a 40
mph zone.

Sunday, 4:56 p.m., West
Wabash Street and North
Oak Street. Caller reported
a juvenile threw belongings
over the trestle and left on
bike.

Sunday, 8:46 p.m.,
Kroger. Lost wallet.

Monday, 12:10 p.m.,
Redimed. Subject refusing to
leave this location.

County:

Friday, 12:50 a.m., Ind.
1 and East 400N. Part of a
bumper found in the road-
way.

Friday, 9:20 a.m., 470W
3008, rural Bluffton. Vehi-
cle ran off the road and hit
a fence. Driver suffered
minor arm injury but was
signed off of the scene. The
property owner gave per-
mission to leave the vehi-
cle. The area was tagged as
a crime scene.

Friday, 4:43 p.m., North
300W and West Ind. 124.
The bumper of a semi-truck
fell off and the truck ran over
it. Parts of the bumber were
removed from the roadway.

Friday, 4:12 p.m., resi-
dence on East Center Drive,
Bluffton. Responded to a
call of a man at this loca-
tion feeling unsafe after an
alleged physical altercation
with two others. Deputies
spoke with the individu-
als at the residence and it
appeared the complain-
ant was not completely
coherent. Deputies later
transferred the individual
to Parkview Behavioral
Health for voluntary evalu-
ation.

Friday, 5:48 p.m., 11687
North Marzane Road.

Flipped vehicle blocking
traffic. Indiana State Police
handled the accident. Vehi-
cle towed by Freeman’s.

Friday, 9:34 p.m., Capri
Apartments, Bluffton.
Report of loud music com-
ing from an unknown apart-
ment.

Saturday, 5:34 a.m.,
Southeast Ind. 116 and East
200N. Vehicle ran off the
road and into a field after
windshield wiper’s weren’t
working in the rain. AAA
Insurance pulled the vehicle
out.

Saturday, 2:47 p.m.,
North 100E and East 300N.
Large black dog running
in the roadway. Contacted
owner indicated on the dog’s
collar, who stated the dog
had gotten away form their
dog sitter. Dog was returned
to the property.

Saturday, 9:11 p.m.,
South 100E and East Ind.
218. Vehicle out of gas with
a dead battery on the side of
the road.

Saturday, 10:37 p.m.,
South 900W and West
1100S. Vehicle slid off the
road while trying to avoid a
deer.

Sunday, 1:29 a.m., West
300S and South 200W, Lib-
erty Center. Nathaniel R.
McCullough, 29, Bluffton
was driving a 2016 Ford
F-150 westbound on 300S
when a deer entered from
the north side of the roadway
and McCullough was unable
to avoid collision. Damage
exceeded $5,000.

Sunday, 9:32 a.m., resi-
dence on 300W, Keystone.
Report of a neighbor’s dog
continually coming onto the
caller’s property and going
after their chickens. Depu-
ties made contact with the
owner, who said it would not
happen again.

Sunday, 10:02 a.m.,
Airplane Express and Ser-
vice Station, Bluffton.
Deputies executed a war-
rant out of Dekalb County
for a Level 6 felony for
forgery of checks. In the
driver’s vehicle, deputies
located the smell of mari-
juana. Marijuana shake

and stems were collected
as evidence.

Sunday, 3:59 p.m.,
900S near 550E, Notting-
ham Township. Benjamin
J. Shaffer, 24, Petroleum,
was driving a 2013 Ford
Escape when a dog entered
the roadway and was
unable to avoid collision.
The dog was deceased on
the scene. Damage exceed-
ed $2.,500.

ACCIDENTS

County:

Saturday, 11:35 a.m.,
Ind. 116, Uniondale. Dale
McCune, 53, Markle, was
driving a 2013 Chevrolet
Silverado pick-up truck
west on Ind. 116 with a
load of hay and hit his
brakes after another vehicle
passed quickly in front of
him. This caused a bale of
hay to fall out of the bed
of the truck, hitting a 2008
Dodge Charger driven by
Aaron Kinsey, 21, Markle.
Kinsey’s vehicle was towed
from the scene by Free-
man’s. Damage exceeded
$1,000.

FIRES

Friday, 5:48 p.m., 11687
North Marzane Road, Mar-
kle. Vehicle on its side in the
roadway. One person pinned
with a leg injury. Ossian
and Markle fire departments
responded. Indiana State
Police will handle accident
report.

Sunday, 3:07 p.m., resi-
dence on Pine Grove Court,
Bluffton. Possible overdose.

ARRESTS

Carrie Deanne Dowell,
49, Ossian; disorderly con-
duct, a Class B misdemean-
or.
Jeffrey Joseph Basgall,
51, Ossian; disorderly con-
duct, a Class B misdemean-
or.
Michael Ashley French,
42, Bluffton; obstruction
of traffic, a Class A misde-
meanor, possession of mari-
juana, a Class B misdemean-
or, operating a vehicle with
PTR of .15 of higher, and
operating a vehicle while
intoxicated endangerment,
a Class A misdemeanor. No
bond set.

AC home school actors
On Thursday, Friday, and Saturday evenings (March 30, 31, and April 1) the students from the AC Home School Group, ages 5th grade through high school, will present “The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe” at the Life Community Church Auditorium in Bluffton. The curtain will go up at 7 p.m. for all three free performances (donations accepted). Directing the rehearsal
were Brittany Isch, JaNon Isch, and Rachelle Tonner. (Photo by Barbara Barbieri)

Bill banning gender-affirming care sent to Governor Holcomb

By ARLEIGH RODGERS
Associated Press
/Report for America

INDIANAPOLIS (AP)
— Indiana House Republi-
cans on Monday approved
a bill that would ban all
gender-affirming care for
minors in the state, send-
ing the measure to Indiana's
Republican governor amid a
wave of anti-LGBTQ legis-
lation across the U.S.

The House advanced the
ban 65-30 after contentious
hearings that primarily fea-
tured testimony from vocal
opponents. The bill would
prohibit trans youth under
18 from accessing hormone
therapies, puberty blockers
and surgeries in the state.

"This is good public pol-
icy to protect our children
from irreversible, harmful,
life-altering procedures,"
said bill sponsor Indiana
Rep. Joanna King of Mid-
dlebury.

In many U.S. states, law-
makers are approving or
considering laws that target
transgender health care and
limit competitions open to
trans athletes.

At least nine states have
enacted laws restricting
or banning some forms of
gender-affirming health-

care for minors: Alabama,
Arkansas, Arizona, Georgia,
Iowa, Mississippi, Tennes-
see, Utah and South Dakota.
A proposed ban is pending
before West Virginia's gov-
ernor, while federal judges
have blocked enforcement
of laws in Alabama and
Arkansas.

Opponents of the Indiana
bill said the most commonly
used treatments banned in
the legislation — hormone
therapies and puberty block-
ers — are often life-saving
for trans kids.

"When I started hormone
therapy, it made me feel so
much better about myself,"
said Jessica Wayner, 16, at
a House public health com-
mittee hearing earlier this
month.

Supporters of the bill
voiced concerns about those
treatments.

Xandra Roberts testified
at the public health commit-
tee hearing that she detran-
sitioned after living for 10
years as a man. Roberts says
she feels lingering effects of
testosterone.

"Too many kids are los-
ing body parts and causing
irreversible harm to their
bodies and minds," said
Roberts, who was 26 when

she began testosterone.

Hospital representatives
testified that the treatments
available to minors are safe
and reversible, while sur-
gical procedures that are
harder to undo aren't cur-
rently offered to minors
anyway.

Now the bill goes to Gov.
Eric Holcomb, who hasn't
said if he'll sign or veto it.

When asked about the
bill on March 17, Holcomb
said, "In general, parents
not only have a right to their
children's health and well-
being, they, in fact, have the
responsibility of it."

Last year, Holcomb
vetoed a bill banning trans-
gender students from com-
peting in girls school sports
that has since become law
after Republican legisla-
tors voted to override his
action.

The American Civil
Liberties Union of Indiana
sued to overturn the law but
dropped the case when the
lead plaintiff, a 10-year-old
transgender girl, transferred
to a charter school.

On Monday, the ACLU
of Indiana urged Holcomb
to veto the healthcare leg-
islation and promised legal
action if it becomes law.

"Politicians harm us all
when they ignore medical
judgment and block access
to standard care in favor of

FAST,

discriminatory fearmonger-

ing," said ACLU spokesper-

son Katie Blair.
Republican Reps. Ed

Clere of New Albany and
Jerry Torr of Carmel joined
all 28 Democrats present in
voting against the bill.
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Welcoming spring with
a grilled pizza pie

Last week marked the official
change from winter to spring, and I
for one am excited to bid farewell to
another Indiana winter.

This year’s winter was more on
the mild side than others we have
experienced in the last decade, but the
older I get the more I grow to dislike

snow-covered driveways, icy roads, ;
bone-chilling wind and morning and Justin
evening drives to and from work in the Peeper

dark.

This season of the year also means
that it will soon be time to leave the treadmills, sta-
tionary bikes and elliptical machines at the gym in the
rearview mirror as it becomes warm enough to run, bike
and go for longer walks outdoors — a welcome change
of pace after having spent the last five months exercis-
ing indoors.

Sunday’s beautiful preview of the temperatures to
come was enough to get anyone excited, as the trails
were as busy as I have seen them in 2023.

It also turned out to be the ideal day to refill our pro-
pane tank and grill dinner outdoors. One of our go-to
grilling meals this past year, however, is not what you
might expect.

While Jen and I love to grill chicken, salmon, ham-
burgers, vegetables and more, we have become quite
fond of putting something else on the steel grates
because of a gift we received for our wedding.

One of our friends gifted us a cast iron pizza pan that
you use to grill a pizza instead of cooking it in the oven.

The cast-iron pan sat in our closet for almost two
years. Honestly, I think we both forgot that we had
received it. We moved from one house to another about
a year after we married, and the cast iron pan ended up
in a closet with other items that needed to be sorted at
some point.

When we finally rediscovered the wedding gift last
summer, we decided to give it a try by grilling our first
pizza. It was love at first sight — or should I say love at
first taste.

We tried making our own pizza dough but soon dis-
covered that it’s much easier to buy a pre-made dough
from the grocery store. It takes just a few minutes to
add sauce and toppings while the grill heats up.

From there, it goes on the grill for about 10 minutes.

It’s the easiest meal we grill, as it requires no flipping
or using thermometers. And not only does it taste better
than pizzas we used to make in the oven, but it also has
less grease.

It has been a win-win for us, especially on those
nights when we need to prepare a quick meal or when
we both get home late for work.

Now that spring has finally sprung and warmer
weather is right around the corner, it’s time also to look
forward to preparing more meals outdoors.

Did I mention that I'm just a bit excited about
spring’s arrival?

Jdpeeper2@hotmail.com

‘Who’s “Who

A continuing series on how to contact government officials

BLUFFTON CITY ELECTED OFFICIALS

John Whicker (R), Mayor, City Hall, 128 E. Market St.,
Bluffton, 824-1520. Home address: 510 Channing Way, phone
820-2399. Email: john.whicker@blufftonindiana.gov

Tamara Runyon (R), Clerk-Treasurer, City Hall, 128 E.
Market St., Bluffton, 824-0612. Email: tami@blufftonindiana.
gov

Chandler Gerber (R), 1st District Common Council. Home
address: 411 Stillwater, 273-8792. Email: chandler.gerber@
blufftonindiana.gov

Josh Hunt (R), 2nd District Common Council. Home
address: 734 N. Main St., 417-1024. Email: josh.hunt@bluff-
tonindiana.gov

Janella Stronczek (R), 3rd District Common Coun-
cil. Home address: 802 S. Main St., 273-1539. Email: janella.
stronczek @blufftonindiana.gov

Scott Mentzer (R), 4th District Common Council and Com-
mon Council President. Home address: 628 E. South St., 615-
1566. Email: scott.mentzer@blufftonindiana.gov

Rick Elwell (R), Common Council at-large, 704 W. Dust-
man Road, 827-8216. Email: rick.elwell@ blufftonindiana.gov

Robert Bate (R), City Court Judge, Police-Fire Building,
200 E. Market St., , 824-3392. Email: court@ blufftonindiana.
gov

Today in History

By The Associated Press

Today is Tuesday, March
28, the 87th day of 2023.
There are 278 days left in
the year.

Today’s Highlight in His-
tory: On March 28, 1979,
America’s worst com-
mercial nuclear accident
occurred with a partial melt-
down inside the Unit 2 reac-
tor at the Three Mile Island
plant near Middletown,
Pennsylvania.

On this date:

In 1797, Nathaniel
Briggs of New Hampshire
received a patent for a
washing machine.

In 1854, during the
Crimean War, Britain and

France declared war on
Russia.

In 1898, the U.S.
Supreme Court, in United
States v. Wong Kim Ark,
ruled 6-2 that Wong, who
was born in the United
States to Chinese immi-
grants, was an American
citizen.

In 1935, the notorious
Nazi propaganda film “Tri-
umph des Willens” (Tri-
umph of the Will), directed
by Leni Riefenstahl, pre-
miered in Berlin with Adolf
Hitler present.

In 1939, the Spanish
Civil War neared its end as
Madrid fell to the forces of
Francisco Franco.
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America seems to go crazy

every 50 years or so

Amid news that Donald Trump is about to be
indicted by a hyperpartisan prosecutor and of his
hysterical responses, and prompted by vagrant read-
ing about the War of 1812 and Woodrow Wilson’s
violations of civil liberties in World War I, a thought
occurred to me. America seems to go crazy every 50
years or so.

Start with the War of 1812, about 50 years after
colonies’” Stamp Act protests. There’s a touch of
absurdity here. Because of the slowness of trans-
Atlantic communication, Congress declared war
because of British restrictions on neutral shipping six
days after the British repealed them. Americans won
their major land victory in New Orleans, 15 days after
the peace treaty had already been signed in Ghent.

The Americans’ strategy was based on a delu-
sion — that Canadians would welcome American
conquest — and American tactics were riddled with
blunders. Detroit was surrendered without a shot, and
Washington was left undefended, allowing the British
to burn the White House. The treaty left in place the
status quo, and the positive response was psychologi-
cal, verging on delusional. In

historian Gordon Wood’s words,  After the election and reelection
of the first black president, we
heard Black Lives Matter, like
the Black Panthers 50 years
before, proclaim that America
was even more racist than it
ever had been.

this inconclusive war “did final-
ly establish for Americans that
independence and nationhood of
the United States that so many
had doubted.”

Almost exactly 50 years
later, the U.S. plunged into civil
war, which outgoing President
James Buchanan might have
prevented by sending troops to secessionist South
Carolina, as his mentor Andrew Jackson had done
almost 30 years earlier. But the differences were
fundamental. Democrats supported the “liberty” of
slaveholders to retain their “property” anywhere
in a nation an increasing number of whose citizens
regarded slavery as intolerable. Republicans were
determined to deploy the federal government to put
slavery, in Abraham Lincoln’s words, “on the path to
extinction.”

Winfield Scott, a young officer in 1812, provided
Lincoln with the Anaconda strategy, squeezing the
South by blockade until Grant and Sherman could
defeat the Confederate armies. The result wasn’t
crazy — slavery was abolished in an ultimately intact
Union. But it all came at a crazy cost, with some
600,000 lives in a nation of 38 million.

Fast forward 50 years to the only American presi-
dent who spent his boyhood in the Confederacy,
watching Sherman march into South Carolina,
Woodrow Wilson. After Congress, with 56 dissenters,
voted to enter World War I, Wilson superintended the
overbroad 1917 Espionage Act. As Adam Hochschild
vividly recounts in “American Midnight”, the Wilson
administration imprisoned those who spoke against
the war or the draft, including Socialist presidential
candidate Eugene Debs. Wilson deported aliens sup-
posedly involved in radical activities under the super-
vision of the 20-something J. Edgar Hoover. He cen-
sored the press, stamping out what liberals today call
“misinformation,” and cooperated with local efforts
to suppress German cultural organizations.

As Hochschild makes clear, it wasn’t only the Wil-
son administration that went crazy. Radical anarchists
set off deadly bombs on Wall Street, at Attorney Gen-
eral A. Mitchell Palmer’s house and across the street

from Assistant Navy Secretary Franklin
Roosevelt.

The much-derided “Red Scare” was a
response to fears raised by the takeover of
the larger and more populous Russia by a
handful of Bolsheviks, whose murderous
and squalid regime ended up lasting 70
years. Americans a century ago didn’t know
that this wasn’t going to happen here.

Sometimes people can learn from

mistakes. In World War II, FDR, who wit- Michael
nessed Wilson’s excesses up close, didn’t
seize the railroads or shipyards. With the Barone

important exception of the Japanese Ameri-
can internments, he also didn’t violate civil
liberties as Wilson had.

Unfortunately, sometimes people don’t learn. Fifty
years ago, America saw a tripling, roughly, of violent
crime and welfare dependency in a decade, even as
prison populations were reduced and police delegiti-
mized. A rash of hundreds of violent bombings was
followed by serious government misconduct.

Ironically, after the 1964-68
civil rights acts changed America
for the better, there were cries that
racist treatment of blacks was as
bad as ever. America was going
crazy again, on schedule.

And so it has in the last few
years. After the election and reelec-
tion of the first black president, we
heard Black Lives Matter, like the
Black Panthers 50 years before,
proclaim that America was even more racist than it
ever had been. Since the “mostly peaceful” riots of
summer 2020, there have been sharp increases in
violent crime and moves to defund and delegitimize
police departments, which are, in fact, far less racist
than in the 1960s.

America went crazy too over COVID, in my view,
by treating a virus fatal to just a small segment of the
population as if, like Ebola, it had an infection fatal-
ity rate of around 50 percent. Authorities imposed
lockdowns and mandates while ignoring economic
costs and lasting collateral damage, like adults miss-
ing cancer screenings and children missing first and
second grade.

Like Woodrow Wilson’s propagandist George
Creel, government agencies suppressed as “misinfor-
mation” speech and arguments, including many that
turned out to be accurate.

Another symptom of America going crazy is presi-
dential dysfunction. Fifty years ago, the highly intel-
ligent and experienced Lyndon Johnson and Richard
Nixon were ousted at ages 60 and 61 because of Viet-
nam and Watergate. Now, despite repeated stumbles,
the inexperienced and distractable Donald Trump and
the (according to bipartisan Defense Secretary Robert
Gates) nearly-always-wrong Joe Biden are seeking
second terms they would complete at ages 82 and 86,
respectively.

Having witnessed and written for publication dur-
ing two 50-years-apart episodes of craziness, I seek
consolation from Adam Smith’s reflection, after Brit-
ain lost the 13 colonies, that “there is a great deal of
ruin in a nation.” But I hope America will do a better
job, 50 years hence, of learning from this episode’s
mistakes.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Let's do more to help elder caregivers

Like most Americans, Hoosiers
aren’t doing a good job of planning
for their long-term care needs. And
like many states, Indiana needs to do
more to assist the family members
who are bridg-
ing the care-
giving gap.

An Ameri-
can Associa-
tion of Retired
Persons report
found 790,000
Hoosiers have provided more than
740 million hours of elder care for
family members at an estimated
value of $10.8 billion.

“The state of Indiana should be
very thankful for these unpaid family
caregivers because without them they
would have quite an issue to solve in
their state budget,” Sarah Waddle, the
AARP state director, told the Indiana
Capital Chronicle.

The government can assist those
caregivers, according to the AARP,
by offering tax credits, ensuring

‘Hoosier
Opinions

family and medical leave is paid
and funding more community-based
services.

It’s well-documented that Indiana
is facing an assisted living and nurs-
ing home crisis. Chronic
worker shortages and fund-
ing issues in those facili-
ties is making it harder for
elders to find a quality place
to spend their golden years.
An aging population is
expected to exacerbate the
dilemma.

Couple that issue with a heavy
reliance on families to provide care
for their elders and it’s easy to imag-
ine how our older Hoosiers are being
protected by a flimsy safety net.

Some Hoosiers simply can’t
afford supervised private care, and
they are left dependent upon their
family members. Those family mem-
bers who provide the needed services
should be commended, but such
responsibilities exact physical, finan-
cial and mental tolls.

By ensuring caregivers will be
paid within reason when they are
forced to take time off to help a
family member, our state can help.
Lawmakers at the federal and state
level should also explore tax credits
for unpaid caregivers to offset their
expenses.

Personal responsibility is also
important. While we’d like to believe
that we’ll live forever, and that aging
won’t affect our daily lives, both are
untrue. We must do a better job of
planning for our care. While many
family members are willing to sacri-
fice to care for their relatives, requir-
ing their constant care can burden
their lives. Most of us don’t want that
for our loved ones, and that’s why
it’s crucial that we plan for the storm
before it arrives.

Our elders deserve quality care
and dignity in their later years. If
families are to continue to lead in
providing that care, we must better
support them.

Jeffersonville News and Tribune
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Suggestions on using a tax refund to fight inflation

By KIMBERLY PALMER

of NerdWallet

If inflation has eaten away at
your budget the way waves erode
a beach, then your tax refund
might just provide a much-needed
protective barrier.

As of March, prices are up 6
percent over the past 12 months,
according to the most recent con-
sumer price index. At the same
time, just over half of filers (55
percent) are expecting tax refunds
for the 2022 tax year, with an aver-
age expect-
ed refund
of $2,205,
according to
the 2023 Nerd-
wallet Tax
Report. Finan-
cial experts say
consumers can
use that wind-
fall — which
is really just a
delayed pay-
check that you
already earned — to help offset
the strain of those higher prices.

“Tax refunds are going to arrive
at just the right time for many con-
sumers this spring,” says Drew
Wessell, a certified financial plan-
ner at Fiduciary Financial Advi-
sors in Grand Rapids, Mich.

UNLOAD HIGH-INTER-
EST DEBT

With rising interest rates,
variable-rate debt becomes more

Kimberly
Palmer

expensive — includ-
ing credit cards.
That’s why many
financial experts put
paying off debt at
the top of the priority
list, even considering
it a type of invest-
ment.

“Using your tax
refund to pay off a
credit card debt with a 20 percent
interest rate gives you an instant,
tax-free 20 percent return on that
investment. It’s not a creative idea,
but the math makes it the most
impactful action that a consumer
can take,” Wessell says.

SAVE IN A HIGH-YIELD
ACCOUNT

Rising rates also mean ris-
ing yields on savings accounts,
so you can save your refund and
earn more on it. “If you already
have a high-yield savings account,
you can also look at CDs,” says
Marguerita Cheng , a certified
financial planner and the founder
of Blue Ocean Global Wealth in
Gaithersburg, Maryland. CDs, or
certificates of deposit, offer higher
yields in exchange for less liquid-
ity.

Wessell advises saving enough
to start or boost an emergency
fund, which could help you in
the event of a sudden unexpected
expense or job loss. “Life is full of
surprises, and having an emergen-
cy fund helps you avoid going into

another debt spiral,”
he says.

FUND LONG-
TERM GOALS

Because higher
prices have cut into
long-term savings
goals like retirement
and college, a refund
can offer an oppor-
tunity to get back
on track, Cheng says. “You don’t
have to put a lot in, but it can be
the seed money,” she adds, not-
ing that her son is using his first
refund as he begins his career to
open a Roth IRA.

Similarly, you could take care
of other delayed financial tasks,
such as buying life insurance.
“Revisit your family situation,”
Cheng urges, especially if you
have younger children.

UPGRADE YOUR HOME

In many real estate markets,
rising home prices along with the
higher interest rates make it harder
to buy your dream home. Instead,
use your refund to improve your
current home, suggests Ryan Grei-
ser, a certified financial planner
and the founder of the financial
firm Opulus in Doylestown, Penn.
New flooring, energy-efficient
appliances or improved windows
can boost your home’s energy
efficiency as well as increase its
value.

“We love the idea of people
loving the space they live in,”

Greiser says, especially when
they’re priced out of buying a new
home.

For your outdoor space, invest
in a chicken coop and garden-
ing supplies to harvest eggs and
vegetables — all of which have
become pricier at the grocery store
— suggests Tim Melia, a certi-
fied financial planner who is the
principal and financial planner at
Embolden Financial Planning in
Seattle. If you have neighbors with
skills such as carpentry, you could
barter with them for additional
savings.

CREATE MORE INCOME

Remodeling a room in your
home to create a rental unit could
generate income that helps offset
inflation for years, says Melia,
who operates a couple of short-
term lodging options through
vacation rental website Airbnb.
He says upfront investments could
include better furniture and decor:
“You want to be able to stand out.”

Similarly, investing in yourself
by taking classes for a new skill or
certification could increase your
income. “It increases your poten-
tial to earn and can allow you to
step into a more lucrative career or
take the next step in your existing
career,” Melia adds.

FIND SMALL WAYS TO
TREAT YOURSELF

While air travel and other big-
ger splurges might be prohibitive-
ly expensive, your refund can give

you more affordable pleasures,
even after taking care of other pri-
orities, Cheng says. She indulges
in listening to audiobooks (most
recently “Spare” by Prince Harry).
“I was getting anxiety watching
the news at the gym, so instead, [
listen to audiobooks,” she says.

ADJUST YOUR WITH-
HOLDINGS

Lastly, if you’re receiving a
refund, it means you overpaid
taxes in 2022. You might be bet-
ter off adjusting your withholdings
SO you receive more in each pay-
check instead. “If you’re getting
more than $3,000, then you prob-
ably want to revisit your withhold-
ings because that could be $200 to
$300 a month,” Cheng says.

And that could help offset those
higher gas, restaurant or grocery
bills all year long.

This column was provided to
The Associated Press by the per-
sonal finance website NerdWallet.
The content is for educational and
informational purposes and does
not constitute investment advice.

Kimberly Palmer is a personal
finance expert at NerdWallet and
the author of “Smart Mom, Rich
Mom.” Email: kpalmer@nerdwal-
let.com. Twitter: @KimberlyP-
almer.

RELATED LINK

NerdWallet: 2023 Tax Report
https://bit ly/nerdwallet-2023-tax-
report

Kline will speak to Ossian Rotary Club Thursday morning

member of the Northern Wells Com-
munity Schools Board of Trustees.

A time for questions and about
Wells County Economic Development
will follow the presentation.

Next week’s speaker for the Ossian
Rotary Club will be Layne Fisher of
Bluffton Regional Medical Center,
speaking on the topic of dementia.

Ossian Rotary is a group of people
with a desire to meet new people, net-

Chad Kline, Wells County’s eco-
nomic development director, will be
the speaker for Thursday’s meeting of
the Ossian Rotary Club. The meeting
begins at 7:30 a.m. and will be held
at the First Baptist Church of Ossian,
1001 Dehner Drive.

Kline has held his current position
since 2015.

Wells County Economic Develop-
ment strives to improve Wells County

through business retention efforts,
workforce training opportunities, and
collaborative involvement in quality
of place initiatives. The organization
blends strategic thinking and problem
solving to develop new and innovative
ideas to facilitate economic growth in
northeast Indiana.

Kline and his wife currently host
two foreign exchange students at
Norwell High School. Kline is also a

work, get involved and make a differ-
ence in Ossian and the surrounding
community.

Each week the club has a differ-
ent speaker, usually business experts,
political and civic leaders, and entre-
preneurs, who help us stay informed
on topics that are relevant to our com-
munity. Contact Jeff Keplar, Ossian
Rotary president, at jeffkeplar@gmail.
com with questions.

Chad Kline

Bunny to visit at

Easter brunch

The Easter Bunny will be
a visitor at Bluffton’s Club
250 Event Center as Tim-
ber Ridge Catering hosts a
Brunch on Sunday, April 9,
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

There will be a photo op
with the Easter bunny and a
cookie decorating station. In
addition Easter movies will
be shown on a big screen.

Cost is $22.95 for adults,
$10.95 for children (5-10)
and free for those 4 and
younger. For reservations
call 260-452-6066.

Pop-up event at
promenade park
March 25

A spring celebration on
Saturday, March 25, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Fort
Wayne’s Promenade Park
will celebrate the arrival of
spring.

Among the events will
be bird watching, bird seed
crafts, a paper bag kite craft
and a scavenger hunt. From
noon to 1 p.m. the Soarin’
Hawk Birds of Prey will be
on hand with birds.

For more information
about the event go to river-
frontfw.org/events.

More coffee with
the Fort Wayne
Philharmonic

Fort Wayne’s Crescen-
do Coffee & More, by the
Clyde Theater, is hosting
two opportunities to have
Coffee with the Philhar-
monic at 10 a.m. Wednes-
day, March 29, and Friday,
March 31.

The Meadowlark Quar-
tet will play March 29 and
a violin duo will play March
31. Coffee and breakfast
items will be available for
purchase, no tickets needed.

TELL US
WHAT YOU
THINK!

www.news-banner.com
or www.facebook.com/
newsbanner

All About Health

Make sure your family is heart healthy; don't ignore COVID-19

Heart troubles seem to run in my
family -- so I worry about having a

heart attack while I exercise and about
my 35-year-old son’s risks and how to help
protect him. Any suggestions? -- Drew R.,
Santa Barbara, CA

It’s true that the risk for cardiovascular
isease can be genetically passed down

in some families -- chronic high cholesterol
or cardiomyopathy (there are two kinds, one
that causes the heart wall to thicken, the
other causes it to become thin and weak), for
example. If those conditions appeared in your
parents, their close relatives or your siblings,
you should be screened and so should your
son -- and regular cardio-checkups are wise.
Fortunately, there are steps to take, such as
improved lifestyle habits and medications
and/or surgical procedures, that can reduce
-- even eliminate -- the risks associated with
genetic predispositions to these conditions.
It simply requires that you have frequent
interaction with -- and pay attention to the
advice of -- an aggressive, preventive internist
or cardiologist.

However, families may see heart disease
in multiple generations because of a family
history of habits and conditions such as
sedentary  behavior, overweight/obesity,
smoking, excessive drinking, and not
managing chronic stress responses linked to
life circumstances or mental health challenges.

PRACTICING EXCELLENCE.
SETTING THE STANDARD.

Dr. Amy Lai specializes in
pediatric and adult diseases of
the ear, nose and throat includ-
ing: sinus and allergy disorders,
ear and throat infections, and
facial plastic surgery.

Dr. Elizabeth Davis has joined the
ENT team and will be providing
hearing care services in Wells County.

Hearing Center
Call for a FREE hearing evaluation

and FREE hearing aid consultation.
We offer a 30-day trial period!

DR. ELIZABETH DAVIS,

EAR, Nose & THRoAT
Associates, P.C.

Ear, Nose and

Throat Associates, pc.
1169 NORTH MAIN ST. « SUITE 5 « BLUFFTON
NEW HOURS: TUESDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS 8:30-4PM
To schedule an appointment, please call:

260-827-4368

www.entfw.com www.enthearingcenter.com

A 2019 study found that the proportion
of heart attack in folks younger than 40
increased by 2% annually from 2000 to 2016.
That’s because obesity, Type 2 diabetes, and
high blood pressure are affecting increasingly
younger adults -- and those folks aren’t tuned
into how easy it is to manage such conditions
into non-problems.

You and your son need to work with your
docs to determine what your risk factors for
heart disease are -- and then address them.

As for your worry about the risk of a sudden
heart attack when you exercise, a recent study
that looked at records of 4,078 sudden cardiac
arrest cases in people 65 and older found that
just 1.9% happened during or following an
activity, such as bicycling, a gym workout,
running, or playing golf or tennis.

& sk sk

With mask and vaccination mandates

being lifted and the declaration of a
COVID-19 emergency scheduled to end in
May, do I need to worry about COVID-19
any more or get the more recent bivalent
COVID-19 booster? -- Julie P., Iowa City,
Iowa

There are still over 40,000 COVID-19
ases reported every week in the U.S.

So, whether you’re fully vaccinated or not,
wearing an N95 mask in crowds and enclosed
spaces with other folks still makes sense,
especially if you have underlying health

PUT YOUR BUSINESS

Have your ad be seen by
an audience all week long!

CALL FOR DETAILS!

260.824.0224

conditions such as autoimmune disease,
cancer, heart issues or diabetes and obesity.

It’s less clear cut when it comes to getting
another booster shot. If you are under 50,
and without comorbidities like obesity, Type
2 diabetes or cancer, then you’re probably
better off without the third bivalent mRNA
booster. For folks over 50, the benefits of that
booster after the second monovalent booster
and of getting any additional booster within
one year of the last one are now being debated
in academic circles. In addition, risk-benefit
data about additional boosters after two of the
original ones and of the newer mRNA booster
is now mixed (even if you are at increased
risk because of age or other health issues). So,
do make sure you have the original vaccine
-- and (if possible) the two original boosters.
Then, talk with your primary care provider.
Non-mRNA vaccine boosters may be safer, so
look for those recommendations in the future
(we will keep you updated in these columns).

I also urge you to adopt lifestyle choices
that help protect you from infection and (if
infected) prolonged symptoms. A Harvard
study found that if you can stick with five to
six healthy lifestyle factors -- a healthy weight,
never smoking, a high-quality diet, moderate
alcohol intake, regular exercise and adequate
sleep -- you slash the risk of long COVID-19
by almost half compared to other women with
no healthy lifestyle factors.

By Michael Roizen, M.D.
and Mehmet Oz, M.D.
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Boys 5th-8th grade basketball
league wraps up 2022-23 season

by Ryan Walker

The Boys 5th-8th grade basketball
league wrapped up two weeks ago
at the Bluffton City Gym for another
great season.

Started by former Bluffton police
officer Dave Terhune, the league has
been running for over 40 years now.
In 1995, the Bluffton Parks and Rec
hired Barry Crosbie, and has ever since
owned and organized the league.

This year, six teams have been com-
peting in regular season games since
Dec. 10. Each team played 11 games
which helped seed them into the end-of-
the-year tournament, which hosted its
championship game on March 14.

In the regular season standings, the

Members of the Pretzels, Inc. runner-up team are from left to right: Front row, Simeon Terry, Brant Moser, Cooper Bustos, Cody

— M

Clean Fuels/Optimist Club had the
best record at 9-2. Pretzelsn Inc. came
in second with a 7-4 record, followed
by the Parlor City Trophy’s 6-5, Moose
242/Farm Bureau Insurance 5-6, EP
Graphics/Peytons Northern 4-7, and
National Oil 2-9.

The tournament champion was
the Clean Fuels/Optimist Club, who
defeated Pretzels, Inc., by a score of
47-32.

The leading scorer in the title game
was Axton Beste, who put up 21
points. Max White scored 18 for the
team, and the duo of Chanley Shaw
and Maddox White added four points
a piece.

For Pretzels, Inc., Jared Moser led

the way with 19 points. Cooper Jen-
kins scored nine, and Dawson Lee and
Palmer Krug had two each.

The league also named award-win-
ners for the season at the end. The hon-
orees are as follows:

e League Scoring Champions
Award: Jared Moser and Max White
with 182 points.

* Most Improved Player Award:
Koby Hartman.

e Tourney Most Valuable Player
Awards: Axton Bester and Max White.

* Most Valuable Player Runner-Up
Award: Jared Moser.

e Jason Werling Mental Attitude:
Cade Thornton and Palmer Krug.

sports@news-banner.com

Members of the Clean Fuels/Optimist Club Boys 5th-8th grade basketball league tournament champions are from left to right:
Front row, Cooper Bunn, Ryker Beste, Parker Barnes, Ben Captain, Case Wireman, Miles Kelly, Chanley Shaw, and Maddox
White. Back Row, Sponsor Steve Higgins, Coach Toby Shaw, AJ Bunn, Ryan Schlagenhauf, Max White, Eli Kerner, Axton Beste,
Coach Trent White, Sponsor Dan Gerdom, and Sponsor Elmer Pate. (Photos provided)

Waldman, Griff Bailey, Matthew Tierney, and Lance Moser. Back Row, Jared Moser, Keegan Green, Dawson Lee, Cooper Jen-
kins, Braylon Terry, Palmer Krug, and Coach Barry Crosbie

The two winners of the tournament MVP awards and their families are from left to right, Matt Beste, Jessica Beste, Axton Beste,
Barry Crosbie, Max White, Stephanie White, and Trent White.

Hoerner, Cubs agree to 3 years, $35 million

By JAY COHEN
AP Baseball Writer

CHICAGO (AP) — The Chicago
Cubs have locked up another infielder,
agreeing to a $35 million, three-year
contract with Nico Hoerner.

A person familiar with the negoti-
ations confirmed the contract to The
Associated Press on Monday night
on condition of anonymity because
the move had not been announced.
The deal begins with the 2024 sea-
son.

Hoerner, who turns 26 in May, is
moving back to second base this year

after he was the team’s regular short-
stop in 2022. The Cubs signed All-Star
shortstop Dansby Swanson to a $177
million, seven-year contract in Decem-
ber.

The new deal for Hoerner means
the team could have its middle infield
in place through the 2026 season.

Hoerner was selected by Chicago
in the first round of the 2018 amateur
draft out of Stanford University. He
made his big league debut the follow-
ing year, batting .282 with three hom-
ers and 17 RBIs in 20 games.

Hoerner is coming off a breakout

season, batting .281 with a career-best
10 homers, 55 RBIs and 20 steals in
135 games. He played in a total of 112
games over his first three years in the
majors.

Chicago had struggled to re-sign its
own players in recent years, trading
Kris Bryant, Anthony Rizzo and Javi-
er Bdez at the 2021 deadline. All-Star
outfielder Ian Happ, a first-round pick
in the 2015 amateur draft, is eligible
for free agency after the upcoming sea-
son.

The Cubs host the Milwaukee
Brewers on opening day on Thursday.

SPORTS

Tigers, Raiders tab
three players on the
ACAC hoops awards

The Allen County Athletic Conference named its
selections for the 2022-23 boys’ basketball award
winners from this season on March 9.

Bluffton’s big man Tucker Jenkins received first-
team all-conference, while freshman guard Kaden
Grau earned honorable mention.

Southern Wells’s junior Chandler Oswalt earned
second-team all-conference.

Adams Central had the most representatives on
the list, with four, along with two on the first team
Ethan Poling and Isaac Schultz. The Jets were also
the conference champions with a 6-1 record.

The rest of the first team follows with Woodlan’s
Braden Smith and Trey Yoder, Heritage’s Luke Say-
lor, and Jay County’s Dusty Pearson.

Jared Moser won the Most Valuable Player Runner-Up Award
playing for Pretzels, Inc. Members in the photo are Lane Ger-
ber, Tara Moser, Jared Moser, and Barry Crosbie.

High School Calendar

TUESDAY, MARCH 28

No events scheduled.

TUESDAY, MARCH 28

No events scheduled.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29

No events scheduled.

THURSDAY, MARCH 30

No events scheduled.

FRIDAY, MARCH 31

No events scheduled.

SATURDAY, April 1

BASEBALL: Norwell at
Jennings County, 11 a.m.;
Norwell vs. Seeger Memo-
rial at Jennings County, 2
p.m.

Tigers acquire INF
Zach McKinstry in
trade with Cubs

DETROIT (AP) — The Detroit Tigers acquired veteran
infielder Zach McKinstry in a trade with the Chicago Cubs
on Monday.

The Tigers sent minor league right-hander Carlos Guz-
man to the Cubs for McKinstry, a .208 hitter with 12 homers
and 43 RBlIs in parts of three big league seasons.

The 24-year-old Guzman went 9-6 with a 4.11 ERA in 27
games last year, finishing the season with two appearances
for Double-A Erie.

McKinstry, who turns 28 on April 29, broke into the
majors with the Los Angeles Dodgers in 2020. He was trad-
ed to the Cubs for reliever Chris Martin in July.

McKinstry batted .199 with five homers and 14 RBIs in
57 games with the Dodgers and Cubs last year.

Chicago also announced that it had optioned infielder
Christopher Morel to Triple-A Iowa. Reliever Rowan Wick
cleared waivers and was outrighted to Iowa.

The McKinstry trade and the move with Morel likely
means infielder Miles Mastrobuoni will be on the team’s
opening-day roster. The 27-year-old Mastrobuoni made his
big league debut last year, batting .188 (3 for 16) in eight
games with Tampa Bay late in the season.

SOFTBALL: Southern
Wells at Wes-Del, 10 a.m.

MONDAY, APRIL 3

No events scheduled.

TUESDAY, APRIL 4

BASEBALL: South Adams
at Norwell, 5 p.m.; New
Haven at Bluffton, 5 p.m.; Oak
Hill at Southern Wells, 5 p.m.

SOFTBALL: Eastbrook
at Bluffton, 5 p.m.; Southern
Wells at Madison-Grant, 5
p.m.

TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED):

Bluffton at Eastbrook, 5:30
p.m.

Guardians’ McKenzie
could miss 2 months
with shoulder strain

By TOM WITHERS
AP Sports Writer

Cleveland Guardians starter Triston McKenzie could be
sidelined for two months with a shoulder strain, an early
blow to the defending AL Central champions.

The team said Monday night an MRI in Goodyear, Ari-
zona, revealed a strain of his right teres major muscle (back
of the shoulder). McKenzie will be shut down from throw-
ing for two weeks and then re-evaluated. The Guardians
estimated it will be eight weeks before he’s back.

McKenzie was scheduled to start Cleveland’s second
game in Seattle on Saturday. Now, manager Terry Francona
will be forced to juggle his rotation in the first week, hardly
an ideal way to begin the season.

McKenzie was removed from an exhibition start Sunday
against the Cincinnati Reds after one inning when he felt
tightness in his right triceps. He later described it as “a weird
sensation.”

The 25-year-old McKenzie went 11-11 with a 2.96 ERA in
31 games last season, helping the Guardians pull away in their
division. The right-hander struck out 190 in 191 1/3 innings.
He’s 18-21 with a 3.64 ERA in 60 starts over three seasons.
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BASKETBALL
College

Women’s Scores, Mar. 27
NCAA Tournament

South Carolina 86, Maryland 75
Virginia Tech 84, Ohio State 74

National Basketball

Association
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB
x-Boston 52 23 .693 —
x-Philadelphia 49 25 .662 2%
New York 43 33 .566 9%
Brooklyn 40 35 .533 12
Toronto 37 38 .493 15
Southeast Division

w Pct GB
Miami 40 35 .533 —
Atlanta 37 38 .493 3
Washington 33 42 440 7
Orlando 32 43 427 8
Charlotte 25 51 .329 15%
Central Division

W L Pct GB
x-Milwaukee 54 21 .720 —
x-Cleveland 48 28 .632 6%
Chicago 36 38 486 17%
Indiana 33 43 434 21%
Detroit 16 59 .213 38
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

w Pct GB
y-Memphis 47 27 .635 —
New Orleans 37 37 .500 10
Dallas 37 39 .487 11
San Antonio 19 56 .253 28"
Houston 18 58 .237 30
Northwest Division

w Pct GB
y-Denver 50 24 .676 —
Minnesota 38 37 .507 12%
Oklahoma City37 38 .493 13%
Utah 35 40 467 15%
Portland 32 42 432 18
Pacific Division

W L Pct GB
Sacramento 45 29 .608 —
Phoenix 40 35 .533 5%
L.A. Clippers 39 36 .520 6%
Golden State 39 37 .513 7
L.A. Lakers 37 38 .493 8%

x-clinched playoff spot

y-clinched division

Sunday’s Games

Charlotte 110, Dallas 104

Chicago 118, L.A. Lakers 108

Boston 137, San Antonio 93

Toronto 114, Washington 104

Cleveland 108, Houston 91

Orlando 119, Brooklyn 106

Memphis 123, Atlanta 119

Oklahoma City 118, Portland 112

Minnesota 99, Golden State 96

Monday’s Games

Dallas 127, Indiana 104

Milwaukee 126, Detroit 117

New York 137, Houston 115

Phoenix 117, Utah 103

Philadelphia at Denver, late

Minnesota at Sacramento, late

New Orleans at Portland, late

Chicago at L.A. Clippers, late.

Tuesday’s Games

Boston at Washington, 7 p.m.

Cleveland at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.

Miami at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.

Charlotte at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.

Orlando at Memphis, 8 p.m.

New Orleans at Golden State, 10
p.m.
Wednesday’s Games
Milwaukee at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Dallas at Philadelphia, 7:30 p.m.
Houston at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Miami at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Detroit at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Memphis, 8 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Utah at San Antonio, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at Phoenix, 10 p.m.
Sacramento at Portland, 10 p.m.
Thursday’s Games
Boston at Milwaukee, 7:30 p.m.
New Orleans at Denver, 10 p.m.

HOCKEY

National Hockey

League

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA

y-Boston 7357 11 5119275157
x-Toronto 7344 20 9 97251203
Tampa Bay 744226 6 90253230
Florida 7436 31 7 79257 256
Buffalo 733531 7 77261271
Ottawa 7436 33 5 77236240
Detroit 723132 9 71209238
Montreal 7430 38 6 66215273

Metropolitan Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
x-Carolina 7247 16 9103241188
x-New Jersey74 46 20 8100257 206
x-N.Y. Rangers734320 10 96247 198
N.Y. Islanders7538 28 9 85224 206
Pittsburgh 7336 27 10 82235236
Washington 7434 32 8 76236 231
Philadelphia 7228 32 12 68195236
Columbus 7223 42 7 53196 285
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA

Minnesota 7443 22 9 95224 199
Colorado 7243 23 6 92240200
Dallas 7339 20 14 92251204
Winnipeg 7441 30 3 85222209
Nashville 7236 28 8 80204216
St. Louis 7333 34 6 72236268
Arizona 7427 34 13 67207 257
Chicago 7324 43 6 54179262

Pacific Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA

Vegas 7346 21 6 98242205
Los Angeles 7343 20 10 96258 236
Edmonton 734123 9 91286247
Seattle 7340 25 8 88254236
Calgary 7433 26 15 81238232
Vancouver 7334 34 5 73251270
Anaheim 7323 40 10 56189297
San Jose 7319 39 15 53209 286

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point
for overtime loss. Top three teams in
each division and two wild cards per
conference advance to playoffs.
x-clinched playoff spot

y-clinched division

z-clinched conference

Sunday’s Games

Colorado 4, Arizona 3, SO

Boston 4, Carolina 3, SO

Toronto 3, Nashville 2

Vancouver 4, Chicago 2

Los Angeles 7, St. Louis 6
Monday’s Games

Ottawa 5, Florida 2

Montreal 4, Buffalo 3, SO

N.Y. Islanders 5, New Jersey 1
Minnesota 5, Seattle 1

Colorado at Anaheim, late
Edmonton at Arizona, late
Tuesday’s Games

Columbus at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
Montreal at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Nashville at Boston, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Carolina, 7 p.m.
Vancouver at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Dallas at Chicago, 8:30 p.m.

Los Angeles at Calgary, 9 p.m.
Edmonton at Vegas, 10 p.m.
Winnipeg at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games

Florida at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.

N.Y. Islanders at Washington, 7:30
p.m.

Minnesota at Colorado, 10 p.m.
Thursday’s Games

Columbus at Boston, 7 p.m.
Florida at Montreal, 7 p.m.

N.Y. Rangers at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Nashville at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Washington at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Carolina at Detroit, 7:30 p.m.

St. Louis at Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
Los Angeles at Edmonton, 9 p.m.
Anaheim at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Vegas at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.

BASEBALL
Spring Training

AMERICAN LEAGUE
W L Pect

Kansas City 19 12 .613
Los Angeles 16 11 .593
Houston 14 10 .583
Baltimore 16 13 .552
Toronto 17 14 548
Boston 14 13 519
Seattle 14 13 519
TampaBay 15 14 .517
Chicago 12 13 .480
Detroit 14 16 .467
Minnesota 13 15 .464
Cleveland 12 14 462
Texas 12 15 444
New York 13 17 433
Oakland 10 17 .370
NATIONAL LEAGUE

W L Pct
St. Louis 17 7 .708
Atlanta 17 10 .630
Chicago 16 12 571
Los Angeles 14 11 .560
Cincinnati 15 14 517
SanDiego 15 14 517
Philadelphia 15 15 .500
Arizona 14 14 .500
San Francisco14 14 .500
Washington 12 12 .500
Milwaukee 11 15 .423
Colorado 13 18 419
New York 10 14 417
Pittsburgh 9 17 .346
Miami 7 16 .304

Sunday’s Games

Houston 24, St. Louis 1

Detroit 11, Tampa Bay 10

Minnesota 7, Boston 2

Baltimore 4, Philadelphia 2

Atlanta 8, Pittsburgh 1

N.Y. Yankees 6, Toronto 2

Washington 2, Miami (ss) 2

Chicago Cubs 5, Kansas City 0

Cleveland 3, Cincinnati (ss) 2

Colorado (ss) 4, Chicago White
Sox 2

San Francisco 9, Oakland 5

Seattle 5, San Diego 5

Miami (ss) 3, N.Y. Mets 3

Arizona 4, Milwaukee 4

Cincinnati (ss) 7, Colorado (ss) 5

L.A. Dodgers 3, L.A. Angels 0

Monday’s Games

Atlanta 6, Boston 1

Minnesota 8, Pittsburgh 4

N.Y. Yankees 8, Tampa Bay 4

St. Louis 8, Baltimore 2

Philadelphia 5, Toronto 2

San Diego 4, Seattle 2

Chicago White Sox 6, Chicago
Cubs 6

Colorado 12, Milwaukee 8

Kansas City 4, Texas 4

L.A. Dodgers vs. L.A. Angels at
Anaheim, California, 9:07 p.m.

Cleveland vs. Arizona at Phoenix,
Arizona, 9:40 p.m.

Oakland vs. San Francisco at San
Francisco, California, 9:45 p.m.

Tuesday’s Games

Toronto vs. Philadelphia at Clearwa-
ter, Florida, 12:05 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees vs. Washington at
Washington, District of Columbia,
12:05 p.m.

Atlanta vs. Boston at Fort Myers,
Florida, 1:05 p.m.

Minnesota vs. Pittsburgh at Braden-
ton, Florida, 1:05 p.m.

Kansas City vs. Texas at Arlington,
Texas, 2:05 p.m.

Milwaukee vs. Colorado at Scotts-
dale, Arizona, 3 p.m.

Chicago White Sox vs. Chicago
Cubs at Mesa, Arizona, 3:05 p.m.

Cleveland vs. Arizona at Phoenix,
Arizona, 3:40 p.m.

L.A. Dodgers vs. L.A. Angels at
Anaheim, California, 9:07 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games

No games scheduled

TRANSACTIONS

Monday’s Transactions
BASEBALL

Major League Baseball

American League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Optioned
RHP Grayson Rodriguez to Norfolk
(IL). Reassigned RHPs Eduard

Bazardo and Reed Garrett, INFs Josh
Lester, Ryan O’Hearn and Jordan
Westburg and C Maverick Handley to
minor league camp. Released INF/OF
Franchy Cordero and OF Nomar Maz-
ara. Acquired LHP Danny Coulombe
from Minnesota in exchange for cash
considerations.

BOSTON RED SOX — Optioned INF
Bobby Dalbec to Worcester (IL).
CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Reassigned
RHP Keynan Middleton, C Sebastian
Rivero, INFs Erik Gonzalez, Zach
Remillard and OFs Billy Hamilton,
Adam Haseley and Jake Marisnich to
minor league camp.

DETROIT TIGERS — Recalled RHP
Freddy Pacheco from Toledo (IL).
Optioned OF Akil Baddoo and SS Zack
Short to Toledo.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Reassigned
INF Mason McCoy to minor league
camp. Optioned RHP Justin Topa to
Tacoma (PCL).

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Optioned RHP
Trevor Kelley and 2Bs Vidal Brujan and
Jonathan Aranda to Durham (IL).
National League

ATLANTA BRAVES — Placed RHP
Kyle Wright on the 15-day injured list.
Recalled RHP Nick Anderson from
Gwinnett (IL).

CHICAGO CUBS — Acquired RHP
Carlos Guzman from Detroit in
exchange for INF Zach McKinstry.
Optioned SS Christopher Morel to
lowa (IL). Sent RHP Rowan Wick
outright to lowa.

CINCINNATI REDS — Optioned LHP
Bennett Sousa to Louisville (IL).
COLORADO ROCKIES — Optioned
RHP Gavin Hollowell, Peter Lambert
and Jake Bird to Albuquerque (PCL).
Selected the contract of LHP Ty
Blach, 3B Mike Moustakas and SS
Harold Castro from Albuquerque.
MIAMI MARLINS — Optioned SSs
Jordan Groshans and Garrett Hamp-
son to Jacksonville (IL).
MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Optioned
RHP Tyson Miller and 3B Abraham
Toro to Nashville (IL).

NEW YORK METS — Optioned SSs
Mark Vientos, Danny Mendick, 3B
Brett Baty, RHPs Tylor Megill and Jeff
Brigham to Syracuse (IL). Selected
the contract of RHP Tommy Hunter
from Syracuse.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES —
Optioned LHP Michael Plassmeyer,
RHPs Erich Uelmen, Luis Ortiz and
2B Kody Clemens to Lehigh Valley
(IL).

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Optioned
INF Mark Mathias to Indianapolis (IL).
Reassigned RHP Tyler Chatwood and
INFs Drew Maggi and Chris Owings
to minor league camp.

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Optioned
3B Brandon Dixon to El Paso (PCL).
Returned LHP Jose Lopez to Tampa
Bay.

Minor League Baseball

Atlantic League

LONG ISLAND DUCKS — Signed
RHP Matt Vogel.

NEW ATLANTIC LEAGUE BASE-
BALL CLUB — Signed LHP Jeff
Johnson and RHPs Nate Peden and
Jack Weinberger.

FOOTBALL

National Football League
BUFFALO BILLS — Signed S Taylor
Rapp to a one-year contract.
CINCINNATI BENGALS — Re-signed
WR Trent Taylor to a one-year con-
tract. Signed CB Sidney Jones to a
one-year contract.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Re-signed
DE Khalid Kareem.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Re-signed
LB Bobby Wagner.

HOCKEY

National Hockey League
DETROIT RED WINGS — Recalled
C Austin Czarnik, D Simon Edvins-
son and RW Matt Luff from Grand
Rapids (AHL). Signed D William
Wallinder to a three-year, entry-level
contract.

ST. LOUIS BLUES — Assigned G
Joel Hofer to Springfield (AHL).

GMs for Packers, Jets have discussed
status of Aaron Rodgers trade talks

PHOENIX (AP) —
Green Bay Packers general
manager Brian Gutekunst
said he’s not requiring a
first-round pick in a poten-
tial trade sending four-time
MVP quarterback Aaron
Rodgers to the New York
Jets but added he’d want
“fair value.”

Gutekunst was asked
Monday at the NFL annual
meeting if there was any
way in which he could feel
comfortable trading Rodg-
ers without getting a first-
round pick in return.

“Yeah, I think that’s not
a necessity,” Gutekunst told
reporters. “But at the same
time, the value of the player
— he’s a premier player, so
getting premier picks back
for (premier) players is
important.”

Gutekunst and Jets gen-
eral manager Joe Douglas
both discussed trade talks
involving the 39-year-old
Rodgers, who said March
15 during an appearance on
“The Pat McAfee Show” on
SiriusXM and YouTube that
he intends to play for the
Jets in 2023.

Rodgers remains under
contract with Green Bay but
said he wanted the Packers
to “do the right thing.”

“There’s been some
productive conversations.
Obviously, we’re not where
we need to be yet. But feel
like we’re in a good place.”
Douglas said, adding he’s
“very optimistic.”

Gutekunst said that
“hopefully, we can come to
an agreement sooner than
later” but indicated he could
afford to wait until May or
June to make a trade if nec-
essary.

“Yeah, I think so,”
Gutekunst said. “Again,
there’s not much going on
right now. So, again, I think
it has to work for both par-
ties and I think we’re both
committed to figuring that
out. It’s really kind of in
their court right now. We’ll
kind of see where it goes.”

Gutekunst also said
he tried unsuccessfully to
speak with Rodgers on mul-
tiple occasions this offsea-
son before the quarterback’s
representatives told him the
four-time MVP was request-
ing a trade.

Rodgers and Gutekunst
met shortly after Green
Bay’s season ended with
a 20-16 loss to the Detroit
Lions that snapped the
Packers’ string of three
straight playoff appearanc-
es. Gutekunst said they’d
planned to have follow-up
conversations.

“Those never trans-
pired,” Gutekunst said. “So
there came a time where we
had to make some decisions
so we went through his rep-
resentatives to try to talk to
him (about) where we were
going with our team. And
at that point, they informed
us that he would like to be
traded to the Jets.”

Consumer Cellular

That account conflicts
with what Rodgers said dur-
ing his appearance on “The
Pat McAfee Show.”

Rodgers said he wished
the Packers had told him
early in the offseason that
they intended to move on
from him in the 2023 sea-
son. Rodgers said instead
that after returning from his
isolation retreat last month,
he “heard from multiple
people that I trust around
the league — players most-
ly —— that there was some
shopping going on, that they
were interested in actually
moving me.”

“The Packers would like
to move on,” Rodgers said.
“They’ve let me know that
in so many words. They’ve
let other people know that in
direct words.”

Gutekunst said he want-
ed to have more discussions
with Rodgers earlier in the
offseason to discuss how the
veteran quarterback could fit
in the Packers’ future plans.

“(With) our inability
to reach him or for him to
respond in any way, I think
at that point, I had to do my
job and kind of reach out
and, understanding that a
trade could be possible and
see who was interested,”
Gutekunst said.

A trade of Rodgers would
clear the way for 2020 first-
round pick Jordan Love to
take over as Green Bay’s
starting quarterback.

Gutekunst was asked

if there’s any scenario in
which Rodgers starts anoth-
er game for the Packers.

“I think right now all
options are on the table,”
Gutekunst said. “It’s not
trending that way, and we’re
very hopeful we can facili-
tate this (trade) and get this
accomplished. But he’s
come back under certain
circumstances before where
maybe he wasn’t the hap-
piest with everything that
was going on and played
very well. So we’ll just kind
of see how all of this tran-
spires.

“I think it’s trending
hopefully in the right direc-
tion for what everybody
wants, and we can conclude
this hopefully.”

Public Notices

NOTICE

Wells County Community Cor-
rections will hold the next Advisory
Board Meeting on April 11, 2023
at 11:45 am in the Wells County
Community Corrections Training
Room: 102 W Market Street, Suite

107, Bluffton, IN 46714
nb 3/28
hspaxip

NOTICE

The City of Bluffton is taking
sealed bids for a Cab Over Cab
and Chassis Build with attach-
ments for the Street Department. A
Notice to Bidders may be obtained
from the office of the Clerk Trea-
surer, 128 East Market Street;
Bluffton IN. Bids must be received
at the office of the Clerk Treasurer
by 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 11.
Bids will be opened and read aloud
at a public meeting of the Board of
Public Works & Safety on Tuesday

April 11, at 4:30 p.m.
nb 3/28, 4/4
hspaxip

) EarthLink’

Speeds up to

100 Mbps with
EarthLink Wireless
Home Internet

Reliable Internet NOW!

SIGN UP TODAY & GET A $100 GIFT CARD!

855-430-1496

“Terms and
canditiors apply

Consumer Gellular

Off First Month of New Service!

USE PR

caLL consuMer ceLluLar - §55-572-5165

FREE INTERNET

Qualify today for the Government
Free Internet Program

YOU QUALIFY for
Free Internet if you
receive Medicaid,
SNAP, WIC,

Housing Assistance,
Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline and Tribal.

mMaxsio

CALL TODAY (866) 981-3302

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with
one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.foe.g

Jaffordable-connectivity-program-consumer-fagq

FREEDOM.*
TO BE YOU.

If you think oxygen therapy means
slowing down, it's time for a welcome

breath of fresh air.

Call 1-877-930-3271
for a free consultation.

MKT-P0240

DENTAL Insurance

It doesn't matter what dentist you see, we
can help pay the bill. Get dental insurance
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

Get your FREE

Information Kit

Call now!

1-844-244-7025

Dental50Plus.com/Hoosier

Praduct nof availaale n 3l states, Cortazt as o eee the covzrage ad offer aeailable inyour stele Zontact us for zamplete datails
about this ireLranca salicitaticn incluirg costs and limitations. This specivc offer is not available in C0L Call 1-E00-955-4781 o
respond for & similer offer, In WY To ind & arovider in the nebwark vis t us &t https:ewnplys clarsmubzl confeetdzntal g
tentist Certificate L2500 (10: C250E): Insurance Palicy P50; Fider Kinds B436/3439, InCA, [0, 10, KY, ME, ML, MA, 1L, MO, Ny R, WE,
W, WA e Perticipating Fraviders and Preventivs Berefits Rider, Cert ficate CR94/8485 |BA: C25484); Instrance Policy PS4/
BAGA (24 FISAGL D6 PISADK TH: FIETH).

YOUR INSTALLATION

Insstall for Military, Health
Workers and First Responders

€RI

Metal Rocfs |

G iz
e B

+ Sy
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE
'I l]% Oﬂ: ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF VARIOUS
ROOF STYLES

From DCimensiona Shingles to classic stylas
reminizcent of Cedar Snake and Spanish Tile, an
architectural rocfing system by Eriz Metal Roofs
cen enhance the beauty of your home while
protecting vour family and property for 2 lifetime.

Call today to schedule your

FREE ESTIMATE 1-866-781-6023

Made in
tha UEA

Metal Roofs
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SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku
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VEHICLES
Auto/Trucks

1994 CHEVROLET SUBUR-
BAN, 2500, 184,000 miles,
white/blue, 4x2, 6.5 turbo
diesel, new paint, loaded,
Reese hitch, trailer brakes,
original, 260-450-2432.

SERVICES

LIGENSED & INSURED

ANNOUNCE YOUR SER-
VICES in the Bluffton News-
Banner line classifieds. Con-
tact the office, 260-824-0224,
125 N. Johnson St., or
www.news-banner.com  and
click on local classifieds.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

LEARNING TREE ACADE-
MY Located in Ossian Unit-
ed Methodist Church 201 W

Mill Street Ossian, Indiana.
Offering both 3 day and 5
day classes with either an
a.m.9:00-11:30 or p.m.1:00-
3:30 option. We have over 20
years experience. Classes
are filling up fast so don't de-
lay. Either stop in and pickup
your registration paperwork
or give us a call.
260-622-0194

learningtree123@yahoo.com

4G LTE HOME Internet Now
Available!t Get GotW3 with
lightning fast speeds plus take
your service with you when you
travel!t As low as $109.99/mo!
1-877-327-0930 (I)

Public

MARCH 26-APRIL 2 - (Online
Only Auction) - Leffers Fam-
ily Partnership, seller. Huge
online auction. Outstanding
modern and antique furniture
including Ridgeway grandfa-
ther clock, Amish made oak
bedroom suite and dinning
room suite, wonderful curved
front secretary, antique pump
organ, feather weight sew-
ing machines, glassware,
primitives, tools, wicker patio
furniture, rare Victor Il talk-
ing machine, designer home
decor, household. Preview:
March 28 and 30 from 5 p.m. to
7 p.m., 12910 Tonkel Rd., Fort
Wayne, IN. The Steffen Group
Inc., steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.

BIDDING NOW OPEN AND
STARTS CLOSING APRIL
7 - 10 a.m. EST - Secured
creditors and various con-
signors, owners. Online only
truck & equipment auction!
Offering 400+ lots! 2012-2014
Freightliner M2106 box trucks,
dump trucks, day cabs, utility
trucks, utility trailers, 60+ vari-
ous skid steer attachments, 40’
shipping container, tents, work
benches/tool boxes & much
more! Preview by appointment,
815 Adams Street, Decatur.
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty
LLC, kjauction.com, 260-724-
7402.

SUDOKU ANSWER
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EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

ALH:. &b

Building Systems

WE ARE HIRING

1ST SHIFT
COMPETITIVE WAGES
FULL TIME EMPLOYMENT

APPLY ONLINE AT
HTTPS://ALH-BUILDING.
COM

MUST PASS
DRUG SCREEN

MARKLE, IN

SOUTHERN WELLS COM-
MUNITY Schools are seeking
a full time Technology Support
person. Please contact Trent
Lehman at 765-728-5537 or
tlehman@swraiders.com.

MEATS

LENGERICH MEATS IS look-
ing for a motivated and reliable
individual with great attention
to detail to join our team. The
position is for general labor

starting at $15.00/hr. Send
your resume to
Lengerich@frontier.com or

stop in and fill out an applica-
tion.

WANTED: A DEPENDABLE
driver to work and haul Amish
crew. Company will furnish
van. Call 260-450-3649.

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

I| & Save
m@ P

THURSDAY-FRIDAY-SATUR-
DAY, 8-6, 2570 West 100
South, Monroe. New air fryer/
toaster, easter items, 5'x5' An-
dersen casement window,
homemade noodles & jam,
twin bedframe with head & foot
boards, new Revlon Volumiz-
er, new Craftsman cutting tool.

Help Wanted

DIRECT SUPPORT PROFES-
SIONAL If you are seeking a
rewarding career where you
have the opportunity to make
an impact on someone's life,

JOIN OUR TEAM! www.bi-
countyservices.com
HIRING MANAGEMENT

COUPLE for local apartment
property. Must have mainte-
nance experience and be
available to live on site. Call
for interview. 765-521-4555.
Equal Housing Opportunity.
Fair Housing Act

MAINTENANCE POSITION
Town of Zanesville, Indiana
17736 Wayne St.

P.O. Box 476

Zanesville, IN 46799
260-638-0051
townofzanesville@frontier.com
Must be over 18 and have a
valid driver's license. Duties in-
clude: Mowing, maintaining
town hall and barn, tree trim-
ming, snow plowing, signs,
etc. Must be able to lift 50
pounds and have basic main-
tenance knowledge. Hours are
flexible, but must be available
to snow plow when needed.
Submit resume by mail
email by April 30, 2023

HELP WANTED Lawn &
Ladnscape. Mowing, trimming,
cleanup  work, landscape
maintenance. 260-402-5596

or

FOR SALE

-
-

!

FRENCH BULLDOG PUP-
PIES 3females,3 males.Colors
- blue Merle,black brindle, blue
brindle and blue.Facebook-
Perfect French bulldogs
260-307-3490
angela46992@yahoo.com
https://m.facebook.com/groups
/281436650673060/?re-
f=share&mibextid=S66gvF

Place a three day garage
sale line classified ad
and receive a free
garage sale kit!

Sale Calendar

BIDDING NOW OPEN AND
STARTS CLOSING APRIL 16
- 6 p.m. EST - Robert Shutt
Estate Brian & Andy Shutt,
owners. Online only Real
Estate & personal property
auction. Real Estate @ 6:00
p.m. 1506 sq ft, 3 bedroom, 1.5
bath, 26x22 detached garage,
10'’x10’ shed, .27 acre lot FW
Community Schools, Wayne
Twp, Section 74, Allen Co, IN.
Personal Property @ 6:30. Fur-
niture, household items, collec-
tivles, tools, kitchen appliances
& much more. Auction pre-
view April 3, 5-6 p.m. Pick up
Tues., April 18, 3-6 p.m. 6717
Fernwood Ave., Fort Wayne.
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty
LLC, kjauction.com, 260-724-
7402.

BIDDING NOW OPEN AND
STARTS CLOSING APRIL 19
- 6 p.m. EST - Estate of Leon-
ard G. Edwards, Owner Leon-
ard G. Edwards Il Executor.
Online only estate auction!
Large amount of Craftsman &
various hand tools, Craftsman
tool box, Lawn & Garden items,
tiller, snowblower, mower, neon
signs & bar advertisements,
fishing & outdoor items, house-
hold, collectibles, antiques,
furniture, cast iron banks &
much much more!. Auction
preview April 18, 5-6 p.m. Pick
up Tues., April 20, 3-6 p.m &
Fri., April 21, 9 a.m.-noon. 417
Homestead Court, Bluffton.
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty
LLC, kjauction.com, 260-724-
7402.

APRIL 9-APRIL 16 - (Online
Only Auction) - Various con-
signors, seller. Large collec-
tion of antique console and
table top radios, railroad items
including early 1900’s map
cabinet, antique and primitive
furniture, coins, vintage jewelry,
Fenton, Lesney Matchbox cars.
Preview: March 30 and April
6 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 102
South Jefferson St., Ossian,

IN, (Steffen Group Auction Gal-
lery). The Steffen Group Inc.,
Steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
APRIL 13 - 6 p.m. - Adams
County Commissioners,
owner. Adams County 4H Park
dining hall, 160 W. Washington
St., Monroe. Land located on
N 200E between US Hwy. 33
& 300N (both sides of road).
132+/- acres offered in multiple
tracts, Washington Township,
Section 13, Adams County,
Decatur. Tract 1: 9.96+/- till-
able. Tract 2: 29.96+/- tillable.
Tract 3: 29.94+/- tillable. Tract
4: 61.42+/- tillable. Land sold
as individual tracts or any
combination! Possession to be
taken immediately! Kruecke-
berg Auction & Realty LLC,
kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.
APRIL 14-APRIL 21 - (Online
Only Auction) - Harkelroad
Buildings, LLC, seller. 8,142
SF multi tenant office build-
ing that has been well main-
tained. This building perfect
for an owner occupant or as a
multi tenant investment prop-
erty. Zoned R-3 with variance,
paved parking, prime NE Allen
County location. Open house:
April 11 and 18 from 4 p.m. to
5 p.m., 3705 Rupp Dr., Fort
Wayne, IN. The Steffen Group
Inc., steffengrp.com, 260-426-
0633.

APRIL 15 - lan Freds, Auction
Mgr. 260.227.1121. D & B Stor-
age Rental Inc. will be offering
at Live Public Auction the con-
tents of the following storage
units to satisfy the lien against
their units. The following units
are: Unit 25 B.A, Schollaert,
Unit 64 Clyde Estep Jr., Unit
95 & 166, Daniel Hippensteele
Unit 138 Tony Nunley, Unit 139
Ora Ducey, Units 162, 163, &
164 Jordan Gerardot. Auction
Located at 820 North Clark St.
Markle, IN. Ness Bros. Real-
tors & Auctioneers, 260-356-
3911, www.NessBros.com.

REAL ESTATE

Home For Sale

Jed

102 CHURCH ST., Ossian,
spacious home w/much poten-
tial. 4 BR, 2 bath, additional 1
bedroom apartment upstairs,
$98,000. Call 260-760-1705.

@lassiﬁeds

Lottery Numbers

Monday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 06-31-32-41-
44

Cash4Life — 06-29-37-
38-46, Cash Ball: 01

Quick Draw Midday —
06-11-12-14-15-17-19-25-
29-35-37-40-43-45-48-59-
66-67-69-73, BE: 12

Daily Three-Midday —
08-09-04, SB: 09

Daily Three-Evening —
09-01-09, SB: 02

Daily Four-Midday —
01-04-06-05, SB: 09

Daily Four-Evening —
04-03-05-01, SB: 02

Quick Draw Evening
— 01-06-10-12-13-15-18-
22-25-26-31-37-45-57-58-
63-65-70-73-76, BE: 70

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $13.4 million

MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for
Tuesday): $322 million

POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for

Wednesday): $122 million

Thank you for reading
your local newspape
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GOODS & SERVICES

DIRECTURY

‘
v

MANUFACTURER OF METAL

ROOFING, SIDING & TRIM

2 0 Coloyg

40 Year

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican E
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

¢
HIDEAWRY

BEER=BOURBON

THURSDAY -
Dollar Off Drinks

Free Estimate on
Metal Roofing
& More

| 260-273-9776 |

(Excludes Pop)
WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on E for our Events.

123 S Jonnson ST. 824-0455

L
D's Landscaping
918.370.3593
193 North Oak Strect ext, Bluffton
¢ Full Lawn Care » Tree Removal
* Demo/Junk  Tree Trimming
Removal
All Surrounding Areas
24-hour service

CJC

GARAG E DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models « broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

je&(b /{ Slact:

Associates

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

« Safe Money Ideas

LANCASTER

Senior Apartments
1800 S. Wayne St. | Bluffton

» 1& 2 Bedrooms

« Maintenance Free
- All Ground-level

« Private Entrances
- Water Included

260824.5280 - -

For those 62 + or
disabled, regardiess
of age.

TDD: 7-1-1

Come See Us for Your CBD Qil Needs
R Warren Tﬁarmacy@

(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St., Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist » Melinda Daniels, RN

Locally Raised Meats

Wells County Adams County Steuben County
100% Pasture Raised Organic
Grass-Fed Beef Pork Chicken

Locally Owned & Operated
By David & Cara Teeple & Family

\ 2035 Commerce Dr. Suite 207, Bluffton
260-824-3255
www.hoosiercreekfarmsllc.com

(Sales & Installation)
*Briggs & Stratton
*Generac
Brandon Glasgow
260.228.1832

Home Standby Generators

DME@

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. « Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

r- INDIANA FARM
i . BUREAU INSURANCE"

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan

1307 Baker Place ¢ Bluffton, IN

NMidstates

ENERGY
Solutions

Solar
*Agriculture

*Commercial

Darin Johnson
260.249.4446

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In- -
FOE
Home Healthcare. S NAELA
Asyour guide through e
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

ELDER LAW
+ Medicaid Planning

« In-Home Healthcare
+ Durable Power of Attorney ~ Planning
+ Estate Planning & Decds
« Special Needs Trusts

+ Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

3
I

Seamless
su rQ'Fl O Gutters
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Profection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

Primary

260-223-4276
Contracting, LLC Estimates

Decks * Garages * Pole Barns * Siding * Remodeling

Metal and Shingle Roofing * Storm Damage *Trim Wood Working and more!

Free

Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

@a Remodel and Repair
& Locall
~2O 5

[#Repair Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete - Doors
Windows - Painting
Tile  Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269
Jim Baker

Owner - Edwin Wickey ~ COMPETITIVE RATES!
AMISH CREW | A-1 U-Stor
will do roofing, siding, Safe & Secure
remodeling, pole barns. Self Storage

= 824-1846

*Safety Lighting *Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.al-ustor.com (3&=
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton
For as

little as .. 1 PER ISSUE

YOUR BUSINESS IN Call

824-0224
THE NEWS-BANNER "> %708

Apr. deadline is
®  Tues, Mar.28!
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x Air Conditioning
x Alignment

x Alternators

x Belts & Hoses

X Brakes

X Clutch & Transmission
x Electrical

x Exhaust

x Fuel Injection
x Mufflers
X Starters

x Tires

x Tune Up
X Emission

BLUFFTON TIRE INC.

Foreign & Domestic

MARCH MAYHEM
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YOU COULD

WIN:

Make your guess on who will win all the
games in the NCAA Tourney and you
could win! The top scorer will receive a
43” Samsung QNG60 TV from Stylus
Audio-Video in Bluffton. Second
place wins a $100 Gift Certificate
to the business of their choice on this page; Third Place winner will get a $50
certificate! The games and the fun starts Thursday! (Complete rules listed below.)

HIDEAWRY

BEER<*BOURBON
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for our Events.
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Families honored
with the Hoosier
Homestead Award

56 families were honored, including
two families from Wells County

INDIANAPOLIS — At
the Indiana Statehouse, Lt.
Gov. Suzanne Crouch and
Indiana State Department
of Agriculture Director Don
Lamb presented 56 farm-
ing families with a Hoosier
Homestead Award in recog-
nition of their commitment
to Indiana agriculture.

“It is a true honor to be
in the historic Statehouse
today celebrating your
incredible family farm-
ing history,” said Lt. Gov.
Crouch, Indiana’s Secretary
of Agriculture and Rural
Development.

To be named a Hoosier
Homestead, farms must be
owned by the same fam-
ily for more than 100 con-
secutive years, and consist
of more than 20 acres.
If less than 20 acres, the
farm must produce more
than $1,000 of agricultural
products per year. Indi-
ana farms may qualify for
three honors: Centennial
Award for 100 years of
ownership, Sesquicenten-
nial Award for 150 years
of ownership and the
Bicentennial Award for
200 years of ownership.

Since the program’s
inception in 1976, over
6,000 families have received
the Hoosier Homestead
Award. Many past awardees
can be identified by the sign
proudly displayed in front of
the family farm or field.

“Being a farmer myself I
know how challenging it is
to farm today in general, and
to keep the same property in
the family for decades on
end, no less,” said Lamb.
“This award being pre-
sented today to your farm-
ing families is proof of your
dedication to agriculture, to
our State and to feeding our
world, so I thank you.”

Families awarded are:

Adams County

e Maller, 1889 —Centen-
nial.

e Peter D. & Barbara
Moser, 1838 —Sesquicen-
tennial.

Allen County

e Koenenman, 1899 —
Centennial.

e Ronald J. & Linda K.
Schlatter, 1835 — Sesquicen-
tennial.

e Ronald J. & Neil C.

Schlatter, 1835 — Sesquicen-
tennial.

e Schuhler/Connor/
Loesch, 1866 —Sesquicen-
tennial.

Bartholomew County

¢ Tooley-Calvin, 1907 —
Centennial.

Benton County

e Atkinson, 1852 —Ses-
quicentennial.

e Brandt, 1886—Centen-
nial.

e Ferguson/Creek,
1871 —Sesquicentennial.

Cass County

¢ Berlet, 1918 —Centen-
nial.

Clay County

e Dierdorf, 1889 —Cen-
tennial.

e Keith & Paula Jones,
1870 —Sesquicentennial.

* Wayne R. & Mary A.
Jones, 1905 —Centennial.

e Zurcher, 1868 —Sesqui-
centennial.

Dearborn County

e Decker, 1919—Centen-
nial.

* Hoog, 1919—Centen-
nial.

Delaware County

¢ Smith, 1892 —Centen-

nial
Fountain County

e Gray, 1869 —Sesqui-

centennial
Franklin County

* Meyer, 1920—Centen-

nial
Grant County

* Harner, 1850 —Sesqui-
centennial

e Philip W. Corey,
1866 — Sesquicentennial

Greene County

e Hays, 1855—Sesqui-

centennial
Hamilton County

e Sowers-Pickett, 1918 —

Centennial
Harrison County

e Crosier, 1917 —Centen-
nial

* Pate/Gettelfinger,
1906 —Centennial

Howard County

* McQuiston-Howell,

1880—Centennial
Hunting County

¢ Thorne, 1910 —Centen-

nial
Johnson County

e Becker, 1919 —Centen-

nial
Kosciusko County

* McSherry Farms, Inc.,

1838 —Sesquicentennial

AGRICULTURE

INDMANA STATE DEPARTMENT
OF AGRCULTURE

At top, Members of the DeVoe family stand with Lieutenant Governor Suzanne Crouch (far left) and ISDA Director Don Lamb
(far right). The DeVoe family was given the sesquicentennial honor for the year 1841. At bottom, members of the Nuerge family
are honored for their centennial homestead from 1913. Both families reside in Wells County. (Photos provided)

LaGrange County
e Strayer, 1916—Centen-
nial
Madison County
e Williams, 1920—Cen-
tennial
Martin County
e Brown, 1922 —Centen-
nial
Newton County
e Constable, 1869 —Ses-
quicentennial
e Frank Douglas Best &
John Berry Best, 1860 —
Sesquicentennial
Noble County
* Hooley, 1920—Centen-
nial
Orange County
e Dennis F. & Patricia F.
Cleveland, 1842 —Sesqui-
centennial
Owen County
e Watson, 1907 —Centen-
nial
Pike County
* Charles Wayne & Bar-
bara J. Satkamp, 1922 —

Centennial
Putnam County
e Carter, 1862 —Sesqui-
centennial
e Risk, 1870—Sesqui-
centennial
Randolph County
* Bowen, Taylor, Cowen,
1882 —Centennial
Ripley County
e Boggess/Bauman,
1922 —Centennial
Rush County
e Harcourt, 1873 —Ses-
quicentennial
Shelby County
e Marvin Covalt, 1922 —
Centennial
Tippecanoe County
e Meisenhelder-Jones,
1859 —Sesquicentennial
Tipton County
e Phenias A. Salsberry,
1896—Centennial
Wabash County
e Albright, 1847 —Ses-
quicentennial
Warren County

Christmas trees and Indiana’s ag economy

By C.JJ. MILLER
Indiana Agriculture News

Christmas trees being
grown at Millbrook Tree
Farm near Yorktown in
Delaware County. Photo
courtesy of Millbrook Tree
Farm.

As part of National Ag
Week, Hoosier Ag Today is
highlighting several differ-
ent ag industries—includ-
ing one that you may not be
thinking about this time of
year.

“The Christmas tree sea-
son for the general public
goes from November to
December, but for us farm-
ers, it’s 12 months,” says
Brent Reed with the Indiana
Christmas Tree Growers
Association. He and his wife
Cara also own Millbrook
Tree Farm in Yorktown not
far from Muncie.

Reed says Christmas tree
production involves a lot of
work from January to Octo-
ber.

“Currently, I’'m picking
up seedlings this month to
plant for the next eight-to-
ten years of the future,”
according to Reed. “I’ve
already picked up my first
batch of seedlings and I'm
going to pick up my next
batch of seedlings this Fri-
day. We will plant a mini-
mum of one tree for every
tree that was cut down on

TELL US WHAT
YOU THINK!

www.nhews-banner.com
or www.facebook.com/
newsbanner

our farm. We try to make
it one-to-two trees that are
cut down, so you’re trying
to hedge your bets on the
mortality that you’re going
to see from the summer
before.”

Not only is it a year-
round process to grow
Christmas trees—it’s also
nearly a decade-long pro-
cess.

“The pine trees—which
would be like a Scotch pine
or a White pine that people
would get for Christmas
tree—on average, is about
seven years to harvest.
That’s talking about a seven-
and-a-half to an eight-foot
tree,” according to Reed. “A
fir tree, which would be like
a Fraser fir—even though

most of the state can’t grow
them—those trees are the
seven-to-eight foot harvest-
able trees and they’re run-
ning around eight to ten
years of growth.”

How many Christmas
trees can be grown on just
one acre of land?

“The traditional spacing
on one acre—you’re going
to get about 1,100 Christ-
mas trees, and that gives
the customer a little bit
of a breathing room when
they come. Plus, it gives
the tree a nice full growth
ring.

So, what advice does
Reed have for those who
may be interested in start-
ing their own Christmas tree
farm?

MITED TIME OFFER!

“Talk to your local
grower when you go out
for the season to buy a
tree,” says Reed. “Every
one of the growers in the
Indiana Christmas Tree
Growers Association are
more than happy to talk to
people about starting a tree
farm.”

Indiana ranks 11th in
the U.S. for Christmas tree
production—with nearly
200,000 harvestable trees
for the Christmas season.

Read more about the
Indiana Christmas Tree
Growers Association at
IndianaChristmasTrees.com.

e Adams, 1896—Centen-
nial

» Akers, 1868 —Sesqui-
centennial

e Fleming, 1918 —Cen-
tennial

Warrick County

e Titzer, 1913 —Centen-

nial

Wayne County

¢ Druley-Pierce, 1866 —

Sesquicentennial
Wells County

* DeVoe, 1841 —Sesqui-
centennial

* Fred & Emma (Meyer)
Nuerge, 1913 —Centennial

Whitley County

 Milton Rupley, 1923 —

Centennial

FISHER'S

GARAGE DOORS, LLC
SALES & SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
- Replace Broken Springs
& Cables on All Makes

- Replace or Repair Doors
& Openers on All Makes

"Large Enough to Serve, Small Enough to Care”

Prepare
for power
outages
today

WITH A HOME
STANDBY GENERATOR

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE

— A $695 Value!

(866) 953-2203

TXear Extended Warranty”

“Toqualify, consumers st request a quete, purchass, install ard acivate the
cenerstor with & paricisating deler Call “or a full It of te e and condifions.

20%+10%

THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!

B bt I el AR, Gl e el

Promo Code: 285

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT + FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

DAY FOR
MATE

1-877-361-4260

y

Follow us on Twitter at...twitter.com/newsbanner

@ JOHN DEERE

T~

EQUIPMENT
Sales - Parts - Service

« BLUFFTON
« LAFAYETTE
+ FLORA

+ LOGANSPORT
« FRANKFORT
« SWAVZEE

+ HUNTINGTON
« WABASH

www.ttgequipment.com

To Your Home - Farm - Business

Gasolines - Heating Oils « Pure 1-K Kerosene - Super Diesel Fuel - Oils

Bio - Soy Diesel - Ethanol

Do you have a
service or product
for area farmers?
Call 824-0224
or622-4108
and find out
 how affordable our

AG SERVICES
DIRECTORY

o Competitive Prices!

NATIONAL

409 North Main Street Bluffton Indiana 46714

260-824-2220

;ﬁq/)
(/ </ OIL & GAS, INC.
\/




DIVERSIONS

Dear Annie: I have a family
estrangement issue. It all started when
a 44-year-old woman contacted my
older brother on a DNA site. I imme-
diately wrote her and acknowledged
paternity and expressed a strong desire
to establish a long-term relationship.
She seems to be a very nice person.

She told me she wasn’t ready yet to
meet me; over the next 2 1/2 years, we
exchanged many emails, and we were
talking seriously about meeting. She is
married and has three children. Very
recently, my younger brother’s adult
daughter noticed the seeming connec-
tion on the internet. My brother told
her the full story (all my siblings were
aware of my efforts).

I told my brother that I would pre-
fer to see her myself and fully involve
everyone after that meeting. The niece
disregarded my request and contacted
my daughter anyway and went off to
have lunch with her. The niece, on her
own, wrote me later and said she was
going to call all first cousins “because
they have a right to know.” I emailed
the niece and wrote a fairly harsh let-
ter, asking her not to contact other
members of the family because this
matter was not only working toward
fruition but also was a private and
confidential matter not involving her
presently.

She called up all five of the cous-
ins anyway. All of them questioned
her involvement. After that, the niece
is unbelievably upset at me, as is my
own brother for the way I wrote to
her. He isn’t talking to me until I give
a full apology directly to his daughter.
We had a 90-minute phone call, which
only raised temperatures since he feels
his daughter was “helpful.”

My position is simple: This is my
story to tell and no one else’s at this
time, but eventually, I will explain
what happened. I have two adult
daughters to consider as well as to

DNA Site sparks fresh family drama

advise. My new
daughter has
agreed to have
dinner with me
— in two weeks.
Have I handled

this wrong? Is

this my story

to tell without

outside parties

deciding what I

am supposed to

do? Was I wrong

in asking the niece to essentially mind
her own business? Did the niece han-
dle her end fairly and responsibly? —

Confused

Dear Confused: You handled this
difficult situation the way that you
wanted to handle it, and your niece
ignored your request and got involved
on her own. The good news is that
your new daughter will meet with you
in two weeks. I understand your irrita-
tion with your niece, but I also under-
stand your brother’s defense of his
daughter.

You’ll be less confused after meet-
ing your newly discovered daughter,
and at that point, I would suggest
telling your brother and his daughter
the whole story. I agree it is none of
their business, if you don’t mind being
estranged from them. But I think you
don’t want that, and an open conver-
sation — without criticism or recrimi-
nations — will help heal family divi-
sions.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s
second anthology — featuring favorite
columns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation — is
available as a paperback and e-book.
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

‘Dear
Annie

by Annie Lane
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BEETLE BAILEY

YES. I'M TRYING TO
GET DIRECTIONS, BUT
I'M NOT SEEING
ANY BARS ON MY

THIS IS NO TIME
TO BE LOOKING
FOR BARS!

©2023 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate.

BLONDIE

BUMSTEAD, YOU'VE MADE YOUR
SHARE OF EXPENSIVE BLUNDERS

\ OVER THE YEARS
)

© 2023 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World Rights reserved
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TRAINING A NEW OFFICE
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zitscomics.com
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Answer

By Dr. Billy F
Graham §

Q: Some call me an

was especially antag-
onistic. After the lec-
ture, she came to him
and said, “I don’t
believe anything you

Every preacher should pray that
God will give him a tender heart

Every preacher should
pray that God will give
him a tender heart for
the people he preaches
to. It is so important to

©2023 Mediagraphics, Inc. Dist. by Andrews McMeel

apprentice preacher
because I am an inexpe-
rienced pastor but desire
to be faithful to the call 1
know the Lord has made
on my life. I stay discour-
aged because I don'’t
seem to draw people into
my messages. When I fin-
ish I can’t leave the pul-

said.” He replied, “I'm
sorry that you don’t
agree, but do you mind
if I pray for you?” She
answered, “Nobody
has ever prayed for me
before. I guess it won’t
do any harm.”

He bowed his head
and began to pray. She
stood looking straight

make evident the love of
the Lord and His Gospel
to those in earshot. We
must always pray that the
Lord will strengthen us
“by His Word” knowing
that it is the very Spirit of
God that draws people to
His call of salvation.
John the beloved

BATIUK € DAVIS tombatiuk.com/books

&

NO... I'M SAYING
GOODBYE.

“It’s too warm for a sweater.
March must be turnin’ into

a lamb.”

By Bil Keane

The LOCKH
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23 WM. HOEST ENTERPRISES, INC. Distributed by King Features Syndicate.

www.thelockhorns.com
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"LORETTAS STEAMED, 50 YES, I'M IN
HOT WATER AGAIN."

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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Netanyahu delays judicial overhaul after mass protests

By JOSEF FEDERMAN
and ILAN BEN ZION
Associated Press

JERUSALEM (AP) —
Bending to a wave of mass
protests, Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu
delayed his contentious
judicial overhaul plan Mon-
day and said he wanted “to
avoid civil war” by making
time to seek a compromise
with political opponents.

The announcement
appeared to calm some of
the tensions that have fueled
three tumultuous months
of unrest. But it failed to
address the underlying
issues that have polarized
the nation, and the anti-
government protest move-
ment vowed to intensify its
efforts.

In his prime-time
address, Netanyahu, who

had previously rejected calls
to delay the legislation, took
a more conciliatory tone
than in recent speeches.
He acknowledged the deep
divisions in the country and
said he was hitting the pause
button “to prevent a rift in
the nation.”

“When there’s an oppor-
tunity to avoid civil war
through dialogue, I, as
prime minister, am taking
a timeout for dialogue,” he
said. He vowed to reach a
“broad consensus” during
the summer session of par-
liament, which begins on
April 30.

He spoke after tens of
thousands of Israelis dem-
onstrated outside parlia-
ment, and the country’s
largest labor union launched
a nationwide strike in a dra-
matic escalation of the mass

protest movement against
his plan.

Netanyahu and his reli-
gious and ultranationalist
allies presented the overhaul
in January just days after
forming their government,
the most right-wing in Isra-
el’s history.

The proposal has plunged
Israel into its worst domes-
tic crisis in decades. Busi-
ness leaders, top economists
and former security chiefs
have all come out against the
plan, saying it is pushing the
country toward an autocracy.
Fighter pilots and military
reservists have threatened
not to report for duty, and
the country’s currency, the
shekel, has tumbled in value.

The plan would give
Netanyahu, who is on trial
on corruption charges,
and his allies the final say

in appointing the nation’s
judges. It would also give
parliament, which is con-
trolled by his allies, author-
ity to overturn Supreme
Court decisions and limit
the court’s ability to review
laws.

Netanyahu has argued
that the overhaul is need-
ed to rein in a liberal and
overly interventionist court
of unelected judges. But his
opponents say the package
would damage the coun-
try’s system of checks and
balances by concentrat-
ing power in the hands of
Netanyahu’s allies. They
also say that he has a con-
flict of interest as a criminal
defendant.

Tens of thousands of peo-
ple, largely secular, middle-
class Israelis, have regularly
joined mass protests against

the plan.

Those demonstrations
ramped up Sunday night
after Netanyahu abruptly
fired Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant, who had urged the
prime minister to put his
plan on hold, citing con-
cerns about damage to the
Israeli military.

The firing sparked a
spontaneous outburst of
anger, with tens of thou-
sands of people taking to the
streets in just one hour.

Chanting “the country
is on fire,” they lit bonfires
on Tel Aviv’s main highway,
closing the thoroughfare and
many others throughout the
country for hours.

Demonstrators continued
Monday outside the Knes-
set, or parliament, turning
the streets surrounding the
building and the Supreme

Court into a roiling sea of
blue-and-white Israeli flags
dotted with rainbow Pride
banners.

“This is the last chance
to stop this move into a dic-
tatorship,” said Matityahu
Sperber, 68, who joined a
stream of people headed to
the protest outside the Knes-
set. “I’'m here for the fight to
the end.”

Israel’s main trade union,
the histadrut, declared a
general strike in what it said
was the first time it has car-
ried out such an action over
a political issue.

The chaos shut down
much of the country and
threatened to paralyze the
economy. Departing flights
from the main internation-
al airport were grounded,
stranding tens of thousands
of travelers.

All 7 Pennsylvania chocolate factory explosion victims found

WEST READING, Pa.
(AP) — AIl seven bod-
ies have been recovered
from the site of a power-
ful explosion at a chocolate
factory in a small town in
eastern Pennsylvania, offi-
cials said.

West Reading Mayor
Samantha Kaag said in a
statement Sunday night that
none of the victims will be
named until officials are
certain that all families have
been contacted.

"Please understand that
this is a devastating loss,
but we are truly grateful to
bring closure to the families
involved in the upcoming
days," Kaag said.

West Reading Borough

Chief of Police Wayne Hol-
ben said at a press briefing
just after 9 p.m. that rescue
workers had found the bod-
ies earlier in the evening and
that they are believed to be
the remaining two individu-
als who were listed as miss-
ing earlier in the day. Their
identities will be confirmed
by the Berks County Coro-
ner's Office, he said.

One of the victims was
found around 6:50 p.m. and
the other around 8:20 p.m.,
Holben said. The deaths
brought the total number
killed to seven in the blast
that occurred just before 5
p.m. Friday.

Earlier, Kaag confirmed
to The Associated Press that

the fifth body was found
Sunday morning by first
responders.

Holben said the body of
a fourth victim was found
under debris early Sunday
at the R.M. Palmer Co.
plant in the borough of West
Reading, about 60 miles (96
kilometers) northwest of
Philadelphia.

Rescue crews had been
using heat imaging equip-
ment and dogs to search for
possible survivors after the
blast destroyed one building
and damaged a neighbor-
ing building. Crews were
using heavy equipment to
methodically and carefully
pull debris from the site,
Holben said.

Three buildings around
the site will be condemned
as a precaution, Kaag said.

"This does not mean they
are slated for demolition
or uninhabitable," she said.
"Simply that there will still
be work happening around
them as we proceed and
they will need to be looked
at further by structural engi-
neers."

Officials said they had no
update on the condition of
a woman pulled alive from
the rubble early Saturday.
Kaag said she had apparent-
ly been on the second floor
and was found in a "hopeful
circumstance," calling out to
rescuers despite her injuries
after a dog located her.

Officials also reported
no updates on the condi-
tions of those taken to hos-
pitals. Reading Hospital
said it received 10 patients
and transferred two to other
facilities, while two others
were admitted in good and
fair condition respectively
and the others had been dis-
charged.

R.M. Palmer said in a
statement Saturday that
everyone at the company
was "devastated" and it was
reaching out to employees
and their families through
first responders and disas-
ter recovery organizations
because its communication
systems were down.

Kaag, a volunteer fire-

fighter herself, said rescue
crews had been working 12-
to 16-hour shifts and were
so dedicated to continuing
the search that "you have
to pull them away at this
point" to swap out and get
some rest.

Gov. Josh Shapiro visited
the site Saturday and vowed
support from the state.

Kaag said some residents
have reported damage to
windows from the blast, and
she asked people to "take a
walk around your house"
and report any damage.

State and local fire inves-
tigators are continuing to
examine the scene to try to
determine the cause of the
blast.

No atmosphere found at faraway Earth-sized world, study says

By MARCIA DUNN

AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL,
Fla. (AP) — The Webb
Space Telescope has found
no evidence of an atmo-
sphere at one of the seven
rocky, Earth-sized planets
orbiting another star.

Scientists said Monday
that doesn't bode well for
the rest of the planets in this
solar system, some of which
are in the sweet spot for har-
boring water and potentially
life.

"This is not necessarily a
bust" for the other planets,
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology astrophysicist
Sara Seager, who wasn't
part of the study, said in an
email. "But we will have to
wait and see."

The Trappist solar sys-

tem — a rarity with seven
planets about the size of our
own — has enticed astrono-
mers ever since they spotted
it just 40 light-years away.
That's close by cosmic stan-
dards; a light-year is about
5.8 trillion miles. Three of
the seven planets are in their
star's habitable zone, mak-
ing this star system even
more alluring.

The NASA-led team
reported little if any atmo-
sphere exists at the inner-
most planet. Results were
published Monday in the
journal Nature.

The lack of an atmo-
sphere would mean no
water and no protection
from cosmic rays, said lead
researcher Thomas Greene
of NASA's Ames Research
Center.

As for the other planets
orbiting the small, feeble
Trappist star, "I would
have been more optimis-
tic about the others" hav-
ing atmospheres if this
one had, Greene said in an
email.

If rocky planets orbiting
ultracool red dwarf stars like
this one "do turn out to be
a bust, we will have to wait
for Earths around sun-like
stars, which could be a long
wait," said MIT's Seager.

Because the Trappist
system's innermost plan-
et is bombarded by solar
radiation — four times as
much as Earth gets from
our sun — it's possible that
extra energy is why there's
no atmosphere, Greene
noted. His team found tem-
peratures there hitting 450

degrees Fahrenheit on the
side of the planet constantly
facing its star.

By using Webb — the
largest and most power-
ful telescope ever sent
into space — the U.S. and
French scientists were able
to measure the change in
brightness as the innermost
planet moved behind its
star and estimate how much
infrared light was emitted
from the planet.

The change in bright-
ness was miniscule since the
Trappist star is more than
1,000 times brighter than
this planet, and so Webb's
detection of it "is itself a
major milestone," the Euro-
pean Space Agency said.

More observations are
planned not only of this
planet, but the others in the

Streets and fields seethe with protest in France

By JOHN LEICESTER
Associated Press

PARIS (AP) — A big day
has come for French high
school student Elisa Fares.
At age 17, she is taking part
in her first protest.

In a country that taught
the world about people
power with its revolution of
1789 — and a country again
seething with anger against
its leaders — graduating
from bystander to demon-
strator is a generations-old
rite of passage. Fares looks
both excited and nervous as
she prepares to march down
Paris streets where people
for centuries have simi-
larly defied authority and
declared: “Non!”

Two friends, neither
older than 18 but already
protest veterans whose par-
ents took them to demon-
strations when they were
little, are showing Fares the
ropes. They’ve readied eye-
drops and gas masks in case
police fire tear gas — as
they have done repeatedly in
recent weeks.

“The French are known
for fighting and we’ll fight,”
says one of the friends,
Coline Marionneau, also 17.

“My mother goes to a lot of
demonstrations ... She says
if you have things to say,
you should protest.”

For French President
Emmanuel Macron, the look
of determination on their
young faces only heralds
deepening crisis. His gov-
ernment has ignited a fire-
storm of anger with unpopu-
lar pension reforms that he
railroaded through parlia-
ment and which, most nota-
bly, push the legal retire-
ment age from 62 to 64.

Furious not just with
the prospect of working
for longer but also with the
way Macron imposed it, his
opponents have switched to
full-on disobedience mode.
They’re regularly strik-
ing and demonstrating and
threatening to make his sec-
ond and final term as presi-
dent even more difficult than
his first. It, too, was rocked
by months of protests —
often violent — by so-called
yellow vest campaigners
against social injustice.

Critics accuse Macron of
effectively ruling by decree,
likening him to France’s
kings of old. Their reign fin-
ished badly: In the French
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Revolution, King Louis
XVI ended up on the guil-
lotine. There’s no danger of
that happening to Macron.
But hobbled in parliament
and contested on the streets
piled high with reeking gar-
bage uncollected by striking
workers, he’s being given a
tough lesson, again, about
French people power. Fresh-
ly scrawled slogans in Paris
reference 1789.

So drastically has Macron
lost the initiative that he was
forced to indefinitely post-
pone a planned state visit

this week by King Charles
III. Germany, not France,
will now get the honor of
being the first overseas ally
to host Charles as monarch.

The France leg of
Charles’ tour would have
coincided with a new round
of strikes and demonstra-
tions planned for Tuesday
that are again likely to mobi-
lize many hundreds of thou-
sands of protesters. Macron
said the royal visit likely
would have become their
target, which risked creating
a “detestable situation.”
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Trappist system. Looking
at this particular planet in
another wavelength could
uncover an atmosphere
much thinner than our own,
although it seems unlikely
it could survive, said Taylor
Bell of the Bay Area Envi-
ronmental Research Insti-
tute, who was part of the
study.

Further research could
still uncover an atmosphere
of sorts, even if it's not
exactly like what's seen on
Earth, said Michael Gillon
of the University of Liege
in Belgium who was part of
the team that discovered the
first three Trappist planets in
2016. He did not take part in
the latest study.

"With rocky exoplanets,
we are in uncharted terri-
tory" since scientists' under-

standing is based on the four
rocky planets of our solar
system, Gillon said in an
email.

Launched in late 2021 to
an observation post 1 mil-
lion miles (1.6 million kilo-
meters) away, Webb is con-
sidered the successor to the
Hubble Space Telescope,
orbiting Earth for more than
three decades.

In the past, Hubble and
the Spitzer Space Telescope
scoured the Trappist system
for atmospheres, but with-
out definitive results.

"It is just the beginning,
and what we can learn with
the inner planets is going
to be different from what
we can learn from the other
ones," MIT's Julien de Wit,
who was not involved in the
study, said in an email.
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