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Late evening cravings
The rainy weather Wednesday night didn’t stop Bummies from feeding their customers. The local drive-in’s opening day 
was March 15. (Photo by Carrie Penrod)

Parks board 
reviews bids for 
Lancaster Park

By HOLLY GASKILL
The board of the Bluffton Parks and Recreation Depart-

ment reviewed recently-opened bids for Lancaster Park in a 
special meeting last night.

The board endorsed three packages — the pavilion, site 
development, and site improvement — which will be seen 
at the next Board of Works meeting. 

Two bids were received for every package, and the board 
recommended acceptance of the apparent low bid for each 
— Coblents Construction of Geneva for the first package 
at $210,600, Frauhiger Excavating of Bluffton for the sec-
ond package at $228,000, and Brooks Construction of Fort 
Wayne for the third package at $99,983. 

Habig Trucking of Bluffton was first thought to have the 
low bid for site development at $223,000, but it was later 
discovered that the package was incomplete and ineligible 
for consideration. 

Conor Jackson, project manager, noted that the bid pack-
ages includes all of the project’s ideal features from local 
businesses and are under budget. However, Jackson stated 
some additional costs may come from unsuitable site soils 
and paving.

The new park project has been made possible through 
a more than $600,000 grant the Parks Department 
received last year. Plans for the park include a half-mile 
walking path with benches, a pavilion with restrooms 
and a drinking fountain, a dual-use football/soccer field, 
a 9-hold dual-use foot golf/disc golf course, two sand 

Board of Works OKs engineering studies
By DAVE SCHULTZ

A pair of engineering studies were 
approved Tuesday afternoon by the 
Bluffton Board of Public Works and 
Safety.

One of the studies will prepare the 
city for the second round of Commu-
nity Crossings match grants in 2023, 
at a cost of between $79,900 and 
$102,900.

The other contract approved Tues-
day will provide for a drainage study 
for the Willowbrook subdivision. The 
cost for that study will be $35,000.

Because Bluffton’s population is 
now over 10,000, the city must pay 50 
percent of the cost of a project submit-
ted to the state for reimbursement out 

of the Community Crossings program. 
Previously, the city had to pay 25 per-
cent of the total costs.

The money will be paid to USI Con-
sultants of Indianapolis for its work 
appraising city streets for improve-
ments using Community Crossings. 
There are five parts to the company’s 
plans — mapping, the CCMG applica-
tions, final bid documents, bidding ser-
vices, and construction services. Each 
part has an estimated number of hours 
and a fee range.

City Engineer Kelly White called 
the cost of the study a “high-level esti-
mate” and added that there was some 
room for negotiation. She said she had 
nine miles of city streets and roads on 

the list for USI to look at.
The Willowbrook drainage study 

will take an overall look at the water 
problem in the subdivision. Mayor 
John Whicker was in favor of the 
study. “This issue has gone on since 
Willowbrook has been in existence,” 
he said. 

Both of the studies were approved 
by the members of the Board of Works 
— Whicker, Scott Mentzer, and Josh 
Hunt — on a 3-0 vote.

Also Tuesday, the Board of Works 
gave Street Commissioner Tim Simp-
son permission to find a replacement 
for a 30-year-old plow truck in the 
city’s fleet.

(Continued on Page 2)

Police: Boy shoots 
2 administrators at 
Denver high school

By COLLEEN SLEVIN 
and JESSE BEDAYN 

Associated Press
DENVER (AP) — A 

17-year-old student shot and 
wounded two administrators 
at his Denver high school 
Wednesday as they searched 
him for weapons, a daily 
requirement because of the 
boy’s behavioral issues, 
authorities said.

The student fled and 
his vehicle was later 
found in a remote moun-
tain area about 50 miles 
southwest  of  Denver, 
but he remained at large. 
A shelter in place order 
was issued by authorities 
around the small town of 
Bailey, in Park County.

“He obviously is armed 
and dangerous and willing 
to use the weapon, as we’ve 
learned this morning,” Den-
ver Mayor Michael Han-
cock warned as law enforce-
ment searched for the stu-
dent, Austin Lyle.

The shooting occurred 
at a school shaken by fre-
quent lockdowns and vio-

lence, including the killing 
of a classmate that prompted 
East High School students 
to march on the Colorado 
Capitol earlier this month. 
Parents who converged on 
the 2,500-student campus on 
Wednesday faulted officials 
for not doing enough to pro-
tect their children.

“I am sick of it,” said 
Jesse Haase, who planned to 
talk with her daughter about 
taking her out of classes for 
the rest of the school year.

Amid the flurry of criti-
cism over lax security, Den-
ver school officials said 
after the shooting that they 
would once again put armed 
officers into the city’s public 
high schools.

The shooting happened 
just before 10 a.m. in an 
office area as Lyle was 
undergoing a search as 
part of a “safety plan” that 
required him to be patted 
down daily, officials said.

The gun used in the 
shooting was not imme-
diately recovered, Denver 

Fed raises key rate by quarter-point
By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 

AP Economics Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Fed-

eral Reserve extended its year-long 
fight against high inflation Wednes-
day by raising its key interest rate by 
a quarter-point despite concerns that 
higher borrowing rates could worsen 
the turmoil that has gripped the bank-
ing system.

At a news conference, Fed Chair 
Jerome Powell sought to reassure 
Americans that it is safe to leave 
money in their banks, two weeks after 
a rush of depositors pulled funds from 
Silicon Valley Bank, which collapsed 
in the second-biggest bank failure in 
U.S. history. Signature Bank fell soon 
afterward.

“We have the tools to protect depos-
itors when there’s a threat of serious 
harm to the economy or to the finan-
cial system,” Powell said. “Depositors 
should assume that their deposits are 

safe.”
The Fed chair also underscored that 

the central bank remains focused on 
fighting high inflation, which could 
require additional rate hikes. Yet he 
also signaled that the Fed might not 
need to impose many more increases if 
more banks were to reduce their lend-
ing to conserve cash. This could lead 
to slower growth, hiring and inflation, 
Powell said.

The Fed “is trying to have its cake 
and eat it too,” said Subadra Rajappa, 
head of rates strategy at the invest-
ment bank Societe Generale. “They 
wanted to show a bias towards hiking 
but didn’t want to actually commit to 
more hikes.”

In fact, the Fed also signaled that it 
could be nearing the end of its aggres-
sive streak of rate increases. In its 
policy statement, it removed language 
that had previously said it would keep 
raising rates at future meetings. The 

statement now says “some additional 
policy firming may be appropriate” 
— a weaker commitment to tightening 
credit.

And in their latest quarterly eco-
nomic projections, the policymakers 
forecast that they expect to raise their 
key rate just once more — from its 
new level of about 4.9 percent to 5.1 
percent, the same peak they had pro-
jected in December.

Still, the Fed’s statement included 
some language that indicated that its 
inflation fight remains far from com-
plete. It noted that “inflation remains 
elevated,” and it removed a phrase, 
“inflation has eased somewhat,” that 
was in its February statement.

“The process of getting inflation 
back down to 2 percent has a long way 
to go and is likely to be bumpy,” Pow-
ell said.

Despite the Fed’s projection that it 

Los Angeles strike highlights paltry U.S. school worker pay
By JOCELYN GECKER 
and COLLIN BINKLEY 

AP Education Writers
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Bus 

drivers shuttle America’s children 
to schools where cafeteria workers 
feed them and teacher aides assist 
students who need the most help.

And their pay is notoriously 
low. School support staffers earn, 
on average, about $25,000 a year 
in Los Angeles, barely enough to 
get by in one of the most expen-
sive cities in America.

The pay is a driving factor 
behind a three-day strike that has 
shut down the entire Los Angeles 
school system and put a spotlight 
on the paltry pay of support staff 
that serves as the backbone of 
schools nationwide.

Even outside pricey California, 
the school gigs often don’t pay 
enough to live on.

Arthur Anderson, a school 
worker in Virginia, says it’s a 
shame it took a walkout to draw 
attention to the longstanding prob-

lem, but he hopes it helps.
“People are so frustrated. We 

all are,” said Anderson, a teach-
er’s assistant in the Chesapeake 
Public School System where 
he has worked for 30 years and 
makes $32,000. He works three 
other part-time jobs to make ends 
meet. “I struggle to pay my rent. I 
struggle to pay my bills,” he said. 
“I love what I do. I just don’t love 
what I get paid.”

Anderson works 36 hours as 
a special education aide in his 

school’s science department. But 
he is also asked to fill in as a bus 
driver and a custodian. When a 
science teacher is absent, he fills in 
as a substitute, which pays an extra 
$10 per class. “I did that today. I 
got an extra $20.”

The strike against the Los 
Angeles Unified School District 
that started Monday has been led 
by the teachers’ assistants, custodi-
ans and other support staff who are 
among the district’s lowest-paid 
workers. They’re demanding bet-

ter wages and increased staffing. 
Teachers joined the picket lines, 
in a show of solidarity that forced 
the district to close schools in the 
nation’s second-largest district that 
serves a half million students.

School support staff around the 
country tell stories of spending 
entire careers in public education, 
filling jobs that keep schools func-
tioning. Yet, many are not making 
a living wage and like the striking 
workers in Los Angeles cannot 

(Continued on Page 2)(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)
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By SUMAN 
NAISHADHAM 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— A 5,000-mile seaweed 
belt lurking in the Atlantic 
Ocean is expected in the 
next few months to wash 
onto beaches in the Carib-
bean Sea, South Florida, 
and the Yucatán Peninsula in 
Mexico.

The Great Atlantic Sar-
gassum Belt — as the 
biomass stretching from 
West Africa to the Gulf of 
Mexico is called — con-
tains scattered patches of 
seaweed on the open sea, 
rather than one continuous 
blob of sargassum. It’s not 
a new occurrence, but sat-
ellite images captured in 
February showed an earlier 
start than usual for such a 
large accumulation in the 
open ocean.

Once it washes ashore, 
sargassum is a nuisance — 
a thick, brown algae that 
carpets beaches, releasing a 
pungent smell as it decays 
and entangling humans and 
animals who step into it. 
For hotels and resorts, clear-
ing the stuff off beaches can 

amount to a round-the-clock 
operation.

Sargassum is a leafy 
brown seaweed festooned 
with what look like berries. 
The seaweed floats on the 
open ocean and — unlike 
other seaweeds — reproduc-

es on the water’s surface, 
helped by air-filled struc-
tures that give it buoyancy.

Sargassum piles up on 
beaches where it quickly 
decomposes under hot sun, 
releasing gases that smell 
like rotten eggs.

afford to live in the commu-
nities where they work.

“The issue in Los Ange-
les is not confined to Los 
Angeles. It’s an issue across 
the country and it has been 
decades in the making,” said 
Princess Moss, vice presi-
dent of the National Educa-
tion Association, which rep-
resents about half a million 
educational support staff.

The NEA, the nation’s 
largest teachers’ union, 
last year released data that 
showed full-time school 
support staff earned an aver-
age salary of $32,800. Dela-
ware had the highest salary 
for full-time K-12 support 
staff ($44,738), while Idaho 
had the lowest ($25,830), 
but salaries vary widely by 
state. They can also vary by 
metro area and even within 
school districts, depending 
on how long a person has 
been in a job.

Amid staff shortages 
exacerbated by the COVID-
19 pandemic, schools have 

struggled to hire during a 
strong labor market, adding 
to the burden on the staff 
that remain.

A RAND survey of 
school leaders last year 
found that around three-
fourths of school leaders say 
they are trying to hire more 
substitutes, 58 percent are 
trying to hire more bus driv-
ers and 43 percent are trying 
to hire more tutors. In recent 
years, staff also have found 
themselves on the front lines 
of enforcing pandemic pro-
tocols or helping students 
struggling with their mental 
health or behavior.

More than half of the 
nation’s public schools 
started this school year feel-
ing understaffed, with many 
struggling to fill key support 
staff jobs, especially in trans-
portation and custodial work, 
according to an Education 
Department survey. Asked 
about the biggest challenges, 
roughly four in 10 said candi-
dates felt the salary and ben-
efits weren’t good enough.

Local 99 of the Service 
Employees International 
Union represents about 
30,000 LAUSD teachers’ 
aides, special education assis-
tants, bus drivers, custodians, 
cafeteria workers and other 
support staff. The union says 
many live in poverty because 
of low pay or limited work 
hours while struggling with 
inflation and the high cost 
of housing. Support staff, 
including many who work 
part-time, earn about $25,000 
a year, according to the 
union, which is asking for a 
30 percent raise.

The school district has 
offered a cumulative 23 
percent raise, starting with 
2 percent retroactive as of 
the 2020-21 school year 
and ending with 5 percent 
in 2024-25. The package 
would also include more 
full-time positions and an 
expansion of healthcare ben-
efits. Superintendent Alberto 
Carvalho has accused the 
union of refusing to negoti-
ate and said that he was pre-

pared to meet at any time.
Leaders of United Teach-

ers of Los Angeles, which 
represents 35,000 educators, 
counselors and other staff, 
have pledged solidarity with 
the strikers.

Experts say it is unusual 
for different unions in the 
same school district to band 
together but the unified labor 
action in Los Angeles could 
mark an inflection point.
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Weather
Thursday, March 23, 2023

(24-hour observations at 9:06 p.m. Wednesday)
High: 49; Low: 40; Precipitation: .50 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.83  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Wednesday

Wells County forecast
Today: Showers and possibly a thunderstorm. High near 

56. Southwest wind 10 to 15 mph becoming northwest in 
the afternoon. Winds could gust as high as 25 mph. Chance 
of precipitation is 90 percent. New rainfall amounts between 
a quarter and half of an inch possible. 

Tonight: Showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm 
before 8 p.m., then a chance of showers and thunderstorms 
between 8 p.m. and 11 p.m., then a chance of showers after 
11 p.m. Cloudy, with a low around 38. Northeast wind 
around 10 mph. Chance of precipitation is 60 percent. New 
precipitation amounts between a tenth and quarter of an 
inch, except higher amounts possible in thunderstorms. 

Friday: Showers likely. Cloudy, with a high near 44. 
East wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 60 percent. New precipitation 
amounts between a tenth and quarter of an inch possible. 

Friday Night: Showers, with thunderstorms also pos-
sible after 5 a.m. Low around 37. East wind 15 to 20 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 90 percent. New rainfall amounts 
between three quarters and one inch possible. 

Saturday: Showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm 
before 11 a.m., then showers likely between 11 a.m. and 2 
p.m., then a chance of showers and thunderstorms after 2 
p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 56. Windy. Chance of 
precipitation is 70 percent. New rainfall amounts between a 
tenth and quarter of an inch, except higher amounts possible 
in thunderstorms. 

Saturday Night: A 30 percent chance of showers and 
thunderstorms before 8 p.m. Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 32. Breezy. 

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 54.
Sunday Night: A 30 percent chance of showers, mainly 

after 2 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 37.
Monday: A 30 percent chance of showers. Mostly 

cloudy, with a high near 48.
Monday Night: A 30 percent chance of showers. Mostly 

cloudy, with a low around 32.
Tuesday: A 10 percent chance of showers. Mostly sunny, 

with a high near 48.
Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 29.
Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 50.
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Ask for our latest Website visitor statistics! 
The power of print and the Internet, working 
for you! Call 824-0224 for more information.
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The truck is a 1993 Inter-
national and Simson said 
it has “far exceeded its life 
cycle.” Simpson said he 
wants to find a new or used 
truck that will be usable 
for street painting, haul-
ing material, pulling a leaf 

machine, and serving as a 
snow plow. The truck will 
be drivable by both employ-
ees who have a commercial 
driver’s license and those 
who do not.

The board approved 
Simpson’s request.

daves@news-banner.com

volleyball courts, a light-
ed basketball court, play-
ground, Gaga ball court, 
giant  human foosball 
court, two sets of corn-
hole boards, solar-pow-
ered charging station, bike 
repair station and trailhead 

seating with a fire pit.
Department Superinten-

dent Brandy Fiechter said 
she would anticipate the 
project being able to start in 
one to two months after get-
ting through the paperwork 
and processes.

holly@news-banner.com

Police Chief Ron Thomas said.
One of the wounded administra-

tors was released from the hospital 
Wednesday afternoon and the second 
remained in serious condition, said 
Heather Burke, a spokesperson for 
Denver Health hospital.

Hundreds of students on March 3 
skipped class and marched in support 
of stricter gun laws following the death 
of Luis Garcia, 16, who was shot while 
sitting in a car near East High School.

There were no school resource offi-
cers on campus at the time of Wednes-
day’s shooting, Thomas said.

In June 2020, amid a summer of 
protests over racial injustice follow-
ing the murder of George Floyd, Den-
ver Public Schools became one of the 
districts around the US that decided to 
phase out its use of police officers in 
school buildings. That push was fueled 
by criticism that school resource offi-
cers disproportionately arrested Black 
students, sweeping them into the crimi-
nal justice system.

After Wednesday’s shooting, two 
armed officers will be posted at East 
High School through the end of the 

school year, and other city high schools 
also will each get an officer, said Den-
ver Public Schools Superintendent 
Alex Marrero.

In a Wednesday letter to the city’s 
Board of Education, Marrero said his 
decision violated district’s policies but 
added he “can no longer stand on the 
sidelines.”

“I am the leader of this district who 
is charged with keeping our scholars 
and staff safe every day,” he wrote. 
The school board said it supported the 
decision.

Gun violence at schools has become 
increasingly common in the U.S. with 
more than 1,300 shooting incidents 
recorded between 2000 and June 2022, 
according to government researchers. 
Those shootings killed 377 people and 
wounded 1,025, according to a data-
base maintained by the researchers.

Students from East High School had 
been scheduled to testify Wednesday 
afternoon before the Colorado Legisla-
ture on gun safety bills.

“This is the reality of being young 
in America: sitting through a shoot-
ing and waiting for information just 
hours before you’re scheduled to tes-

tify in support of gun safety bills,” said 
Gracie Taub, a 16-year-old East High 
School sophomore and volunteer with 
Students Demand Action in Colorado.

Lyle transferred to East High School 
after being disciplined and removed 
from a high school in nearby Aurora 
last school year because of unspeci-
fied violations of school policies, said 
Cherry Creek School District spokes-
person Lauren Snell.

Marrero said safety plans for stu-
dents are enacted in response to “past 
educational and also behavioral expe-
riences,” adding that it’s a common 
practice throughout Colorado’s public 
schools. Officials did not give further 
details on why Lyle was searched daily.

In response to the shooting, White 
House press secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre repeated President Joe Biden’s 
called for stricter gun laws, includ-
ing bans on assault-style weapons and 
high-capacity magazines, and for Con-
gress to “do something” on gun con-
trol.

Wednesday was also the second 
anniversary of 10 people being shot 
and killed at a supermarket in Boulder, 
Colorado.

(Continued from Page 1)
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Parks board

Fed raises key rate
will impose only one more 
rate hike, Powell also said 
the central bank could still 
carry out additional hikes if 
inflation remained chroni-
cally high. Inflation was 6 
percent in February com-
pared with a year ago, far 
above the Fed’s 2 percent 
target.

If banks do pull back 
on lending in the coming 
months, that could slow 
the economy and possibly 
act as the equivalent of an 
additional quarter-point rate 
hike, Powell said. In other 
words, the problems in the 
banking sector could do 
some of the Fed’s work for 
it by slowing the economy 
and cooling inflation.

“Events in the banking 
system over the past two 
weeks are likely to result in 
tighter credit conditions for 

households and businesses,” 
the Fed chair said. “It is too 
soon to determine the extent 
of these effects and there-
fore too soon” for the Fed 
to know how or whether its 
plans for interest rates might 
be affected.

Wednesday’s rate hike, 
the Fed’s ninth since last 
March, suggests that Powell 
is confident that the Fed can 
manage a dual challenge: 
Cool still-high inflation 
through higher loan rates 
while defusing turmoil in 
the banking sector through 
emergency lending pro-
grams and the Biden admin-
istration’s decision to cover 
uninsured deposits at the 
two failed banks.

Pressed at his news con-
ference about the Fed’s 
missing what observers say 
were clear signs that Sili-
con Valley Bank was at high 

risk of collapsing into the 
second-largest bank fail-
ure in U.S. history, Powell 
acknowledged that “we do 
need to strengthen supervi-
sion and regulation.”

But he declared the over-
all banking system secure, 
saying, “These are not 
weaknesses that are there at 
all broadly through the sys-
tem.”

Powell promised that 
he would not involve him-
self in the Fed’s investiga-
tion into its supervisory and 
regulatory failures regarding 
Silicon Valley, which was 
announced last week. It will 
be led by the central bank’s 
vice chair for supervision, 
Michael Barr.

With Wednesday’s hike, 
the Fed’s benchmark short-
term rate has reached its 
highest level in 16 years. 
The new level will likely 

lead to higher costs for 
many loans, from mort-
gages and auto purchases to 
credit cards and corporate 
borrowing. The succession 
of Fed rate hikes have also 
heightened the risk of a 
recession.

The Fed’s latest policy 
decision reflects an abrupt 
shift. Early this month, 
Powell had told a Senate 
panel that the Fed was con-
sidering raising its rate by a 
substantial half-point. At the 
time, hiring and consumer 
spending had strengthened 
more than expected. Infla-
tion data had also been 
revised higher.

The troubles that sud-
denly erupted in the banking 
sector two weeks ago likely 
led to the Fed’s decision to 
raise its benchmark rate by 
a quarter-point rather than a 
half-point.

(Continued from Page 1)

Los Angeles strikes
(Continued from Page 1)

A 5,000-mile long seaweed 
belt is headed toward Florida



By ASHLYN MYERS
The Statehouse File

I N D I A N A P O L I S -
Absentee voters would need 
to send in additional means 
of identification to be veri-
fied under the controversial 
amended House Bill 1334, 
which was passed by a 
Senate committee Monday 
and now goes to the Senate 
Chamber.

This bill would require 
that absentee voters sub-
mit the last four digits 
of their Social Security 
number, driver’s license 
number, non-driver ID or 
voter ID number. Alterna-
tively, the applicant could 
instead send a photocopy 
of any identification cov-
ered under Indiana law, 
like a passport or a driver’s 
license.

The Senate Elections 
Committee met Monday 
to discuss the bill, which 
received hours of testimony 
and discussion as it made its 
way through the House, and 
it will now face the full Sen-
ate. 

According to the bill’s 
author,  Rep.  Timothy 
Wesco, R-Osceola, his 
amendments aim to alle-
viate the concerns pre-
sented to him during the 
bill’s last hearing, where 
organizations such as 
Common Cause Indiana 
and the Indiana Elections 
Division testified in oppo-
sition.

T h e  a m e n d m e n t 
brought on Monday would 
require the Indiana Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles to 
share driver’s license num-
bers with county clerks to 
match identification num-
bers on absentee voter 
applications. 

The bill also makes it so 
that if political candidates 
or parties send out absen-
tee voter applications, they 
must include a disclaimer 
somewhere on the applica-
tion that explains who fund-
ed it and sent it. 

“The bill does not pre-
clude a candidate or a 
political party from mail-
ing absentee ballot appli-
cations. That is wide-
spread common practice 
here in Indiana for politi-
cal parties to mail absen-
tee ballot applications,” 
Wesco said. 

“The only thing that 
state law requires is that 
they put a disclaimer on 
that third-party absentee 

ballot application of who 
paid for the application 
and that it was not request-
ed by the clerk’s office 
because it has led to a lot 
of confusion,” he contin-
ued.

Sen. Andrea Hunley, 
D-Indianapolis, was con-
cerned that the bill’s lan-
guage on checking voter 
identification could be con-
fusing for counties where 
the county clerk and the 
voter registration official 
are not the same individuals. 
This is the case with Hun-
ley’s home county, Marion 
County. 

Wesco, however, dis-
missed it, saying that iden-
tification would be handled 
by whoever is in charge 
of registration. He said he 
hasn’t had anyone in any of 
the counties bring that con-
cern to him. 

“Well, I’m Marion Coun-
ty, and so I’m coming with 
the concern,” Hunley said. 

Sen. J.D. Ford, D-Indi-
anapolis, authored two 
amendments for the bill, 
with both failing nearly 
along party lines. 

His second and more 
notable amendment tackled 
the “excuses” portion of the 
absentee voter application. 
Currently on the applica-
tion, the voter has to put 
down their reason for voting 
by mail. Ford’s amendment 
aimed to eliminate this sec-
tion. 

“Essentially, I’m just 
asking why the government 
needs to know and who is 
following up, who is inves-
tigating to make sure that 
people are checking this,” 
Ford said. “It’s my under-
standing that that’s not hap-
pening.”

Sen.  Greg Walker, 
R-Columbus, was the 
only Republican to vote 
in support of Ford’s sec-
ond amendment, with only 
Democrats voting for the 
first.

Wesco’s amended bill 
passed with a vote of 6-2.

———
This story was provided 

to the News-Banner by the 
Hoosier State Press Asso-
ciation’s Information Net-
work.

Study says Indiana housing cost 
burden is severe and statewide

By XAIN BALLENGER
The Statehouse File

A report released recently by the statewide member-
ship organization Prosperity Indiana and the National Low 
Income Housing Coalition says the state's affordable hous-
ing shortage and "severe" housing cost burden is statewide.

A report released recently by the statewide member-
ship organization Prosperity Indiana and the National Low 
Income Housing Coalition says the state's affordable hous-
ing shortage and "severe" housing cost burden is statewide.

The shortage is worst for Hoosier renters with extremely 
low incomes across all 92 counties, and Indiana's supply and 
cost burden remain behind the Midwest average.

The report found a statewide shortage of 120,796 afford-
able and available rental homes for extremely low-income 
renter households, defined as those with incomes at or 
below the poverty level or 30 percent of their area median 
income, whichever is greater.

This means there are 39 affordable and available rental 
homes for every 100 extremely low-income Hoosier renter 
households. 

According to the report, because of the statewide short-
age, 70 percent of the renter households spend more than 
half of their incomes on housing, which leaves little left over 
for basic necessities. 

The report also found that Black and Brown Hoosier 
households are twice as likely or more to be extremely-low-
income renters than white households and bear a "dispro-
portionate burden" of Indiana's affordable housing shortage.

———
This story was provided to the News-Banner by the Hoo-

sier State Press Association’s Information Network.
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Jerry W. King, 94
Jerry W. King, 94, passed away 

Tuesday afternoon, March 21, 
2023, in Bluffton, following a 
short illness.

Jerry was born in Bluffton on 
Nov. 20, 1928, to Hugh R. and 
Mary G. (Hedges) King, both par-
ents preceded him in death. He 
married Darlene D. (Lancaster) in 
Wells County, on Nov. 26, 1949, 
she survives in Bluffton. Jerry was 
a 1946 graduate of Bluffton High 
School and retired from Bowmar 
LLC in Ft. Wayne after 32 years of service.

Survivors include his wife; Darlene D. King of Bluff-
ton; two daughters, Anita (John) Davis of Greenfield, 
Ind., and Lisa (Wayne) Kipfer of Bluffton; five grandchil-
dren, Natasha (Brandon) Mechling, Sahara (Daniel) Laut-
zenheiser, Amy (Adam) Carmichael, Kara Denton, and 
Ryan Shei; eight great-grandchildren, Collin and Ashlyn 
Mechling, Landen Lautzenheiser, Jami (Cole) Allen, Kay-
dence and Jadyn Pope, Mason Miller and Nevaeh Car-
michael; and one great-great-grandchild, Wesley Allen.

Jerry was preceded in death by his parents; daughter, 
Judy Diane King; one grandson, Paul Michael Shei; and 
two siblings, Edna Stinson and Fred King.

As Jerry requested, private family services will be held 
with Tony Garton officiating. Private family burial will 
take place at the Six Mile Cemetery.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to Good-
win – Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel 3220 East SR 
124 Bluffton.

Online condolences can be made at www.goodwin-
caleharnish.com.

Betty I. Zook, 90
Betty I. Zook, 90 of Bluffton, passed away early 

Wednesday morning, March 22, 2023, at her residence, 
surrounded by her family.  

Funeral arrangements are currently pending with the 
Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton.

OBITUARIES

Lakeview Duplexes

2 bedroom villas • In-unit washer and dryer • 1 car attached garage space • Appliances provided
Outdoor patio space with privacy fence • Grounds and unit maintenance provided

Use of Christian Care facilities including Wellness 
and Activity Center

Independent Living Units

260.565.3000
www.christiancarerc.org

YOUR SMILE. 
OUR PASSION. 

EVERY TIME.

family dentistry

(260) 622-4138
www.stillwatersfamilydentistry.com

10045 North State Road 1 Ossian, IN 46777

Accepting many new insurance plans 
including Humana and United Healthcare. 
Always accepting new patients. Please call 

today to schedule an appointment.

INCIDENTS
City:
Tuesday, 4:42 p.m., Auto 

Doctor. Stolen catalytic con-
verter.

Tuesday, 4:58 p.m., Grace 
and Mercy Transitional Hous-
ing. Chickens in the roadway. 

Tuesday, 8:08 p.m., South 
Main Street and East Spring 
Street. Citation issued for 49 
in a 30 mph zone. 

Tuesday, 11:40 p.m., resi-
dence on Cedar Road. Verbal 
dispute between and a man 
and a woman. 

Wednesday, 7:04 a.m., 
Walmart. Parking problem. 

Wednesday, 7:37 a.m., 
Hampshire Court Apart-

ments. Stolen moped. 
County:
Tuesday, 12:47 p.m., 

Wells County Jail. A man 
was arrested on warrant 
out of Johnson County and 
advised deputies he had 
recently taken prescrip-
tion medication. The man 
was transported to Bluffton 
Regional Medical Center to 
be medically cleared.

Tuesday, 7:35 p.m., North 
Ind. 1 and East 1050N. Cita-
tion issued for passing in a 
no passing zone. 

Tuesday, 11:50 p.m., 
Assisted fire department 
with a car fire. 

Ossian:

Tuesday, 11:47 p.m., 
South Jefferson Street and 
East Lafever Street. Cita-
tion issued for driving with 
expired plates. 

Wednesday, 6:23 a.m., 
Smith Transmission. Back 
door appeared to be kicked in. 

ACCIDENTS
City:
Tuesday, 8:39 a.m., 300N. 

Tanner L. Butler, 26, Mon-
roe, was driving 2013 Ford 
Fusion eastbound on 300N 
when a deer entered the 
roadway and he was unable 
to avoid collision. The car 
received damage to the front 
end of the vehicle but could 
be driven from the scene. 

Damage exceeded $2,500.
FIRES

Tuesday, 7:32 p.m., Pizza 
King, Bluffton. Report of a 
gas smell near oven. Build-
ing evacuated. Incident ter-
minated at 7:48 p.m.

Tuesday, 11:46 p.m., Clark 
Avenue and West Silver 
Street. Car fire. Bluffton Fire 
Department Responded. Fire 
under control at midnight. 
Freeman’s towed the vehicle. 

ARRESTS
Tristen Thomas Root, 38, 

Fort Wayne; domestic battery, 
a Level 5 felony, strangula-
tion, a Level 6 felony, con-
finement, a Level 3 felony. 
Bond set at $21,500. Bonded.

Police Notebook

A Talk with Tego

Tego’s Tips: Frequently 
brush a dog’s fur to make 
it look nice.

Tego

These are just a few pets available for adoption at the Wells 
County Animal Shelter, 1613 W. Cherry St., Bluffton. For 
more information call 824-6063.

Biscuit is a one-year-
old, domestic short hair, 
spayed female.

Mittens is an orange DSH 
Neutered male 9mo old

Sisco is an orange/white 
DSH Neutered male 7mo 
old

Woman charged with neglect in 
daughter’s shooting death

PORTAGE, Ind. (AP) — The mother of a 2-year-old 
northwestern Indiana girl who died after accidentally shoot-
ing herself with a gun she found in her home has been 
charged with neglect of a dependent.

The charge has been filed against Abigail Rodriguez, 28, 
of Portage, online court records showed Wednesday.

Hours after shooting herself on Feb. 7, Grace Rodriguez 
died at Comer Children’s Hospital in Chicago, the Cook 
County medical examiner’s office said at the time.

Abigail Rodriguez told police she and her daughter were 
in the girl’s bedroom when Grace wandered into her moth-
er’s room and shot herself with a 9 mm handgun, a Portage 
police officer wrote in an affidavit, The (Northwest Indiana) 
Times reported.

The woman said she thought her daughter was walking 
toward the living room until she heard a gunshot, the affida-
vit said, and she rushed into her bedroom and saw Grace on 
the floor, wounded.

She said she keeps the weapon in the kitchen during the 
day and on a nightstand next to her bed at night, the affidavit 
said. But on the day in question, she said she forgot to bring 
the gun into the kitchen.

FOLLOW US 
ON TWITTER!

twitter.com/newsbanner

Absentee voter bill 
hears discussion 
in Indiana Senate 

EPA “Good Neighbor Rule” to limit 
state’s contribution to air pollution 

By Enrique Saenz
Indiana Environmental Reporter

Indiana is one of nearly two dozen states affected by a 
new U.S. Environmental Protection Agency rule limiting the 
air pollution that travels from those states and degrades the 
air quality in states downwind.

Under the Clean Air Act, the EPA must establish emis-
sion standards, known as National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards, for several harmful air pollutants, known as “cri-
teria pollutants.”

The CAA contains a “good neighbor” provision that 
requires the EPA to prohibit states from emitting pollution in 
amounts that could affect air quality in other states and prevent 
them from attaining and maintaining pollutant standards.

The Biden administration’s updated “good neighbor” rule 
will further limit nitrogen oxide pollution from power plants 
and factories that produce cement, steel, iron, glass, petroleum 
and coal products in 23 states, including Indiana, in order to 
reduce their impact on the ozone levels in downwind states.

According to the EPA, emissions from these 23 states 
have worsened the air quality of multiple other states, caus-
ing them to violate the 2015 Ozone National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards.

Ground level ozone is created by chemical reactions 
that happen when nitrogen oxides mix with volatile organic 
compounds in heat and sunlight.

———
This story was provided to the News-Banner by the Hoo-

sier State Press Association’s Information Network.

After passing Senate committee it 
now moves to the Senate Chamber

Corrections and 

clarifications
In Wednesday’s edition 

of the News-Banner, the 
subhead for the article on 
wastewater plant upgrades 
referred to the Chamber of 
Commerce. This should 
have been the Common 
Council.

TELL US WHAT 
YOU THINK!

www.news-banner.com 
or www.facebook.com/ 

newsbanner
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‘Tis the season to be jolly
Happy went the gar-

dener when the earth-
worm arose in the soil to 
croon its unheard carol. 
‘Tis the golden finches, 
brightening daily yellow-
er as the eye beheld, that offered the 
musical accompaniment. A gardener 
kicked off his shoes to curl his toes 
in the loam, a bright new beginning, 
a season long awaited, with praise 
upward bestowed. 

So the picture unfolded at Angel-
keep, perhaps not the official first 
day, but the first day when the habitat 
erupted with the full spectacle of 
rejuvenation.

With apologies regarding interrup-
tions and selective phrases, but with 
gratitude and appreciation of poet 
Henry Beer, “I have a little riddle, I’ll 
try to make it plain; I’m sure that you 
can guess it, And call it by its name.”

The March Full Moon also picked 
up the name of Worm Moon for 
a very good reason. That was two 
weeks and two days ago, and a New 
Moon appeared two days prior to this 
column.

“We see and hear with wonder, 
The songs of feathered friends, 

E’en early in the morning, Their 
praise to heaven ascends.” 

Was Henry Beer talking about 
the golden finches singing, or was 
he referring to the American robins 
giving thanks for all the abundance 
once again spread before their hungry 
bellies like manna spread all over 
the Biblical ground to be picked up 
only as needed. Each day new manna 
arose from the ground for sustenance. 
For the robin, the Bible story never 
ended.

Worm Moon had to have been 

initiated by 
southern native 
tribal members. 
Northern Native 
Americans could 
not have known 
about earthworms 
until much later, 
about the period of 
colonialization. Early ships used soil 
for ballast, and colonists may have 
transported some with plants, laden 
with earthworms. 

Angelkeep’s ground, like all other 
lands forever changed by the ice 
age glacial spread, resulted with all 
earthworms obliterated. So the North 
American Shawnee tribe, and others, 
referred to our Worm Moon as Sap 
Moon. It became a time of tapping 
maple trees for syrup, which can also 
begin in February. 

If the day of Sap or Worm Moon 
came in with violent storms, the 
moon’s name changed to Storm 
Moon, meaning little hope was felt 
by Anglo-Saxons for their eventual 
crops. On a dry Worm Moon, the 
same group rejoiced and called it 
Rugged Moon, indicating a generous 
harvest period. 

The Pueblo tribe had their own 
great name, “Moon When the Leaves 
Break Forth.” Of course this was long 
before white men forced their tribe to 
congregate in the southwest desert. 
Warming Moon used by Shoshones 
seemed logical, as did Crow Moon, 
referring to areas when birds returned 
from migration, but not necessarily 

the Crow Native American tribe. 
Henry Beer certainly referred to 

the bird migration joy.
“We glance out in the lilacs
And there with craft and toil
We see a nest of robins
All made of straw and soil. 
The lambs on sunny hillsides
Do frolic with delight; 
The meadows all are glowing
With dandelions so bright.”
Angelkeep kept a steady vigil 

of daily treks to daffodil beds, plus 
daily counting of crocus popping 
their heads gaping at the sunshine. 
Did you know that the first blooming 
crocus was a natural sign that condi-
tions were prime for planting early 
garden such as radishes, parsnips, 
and spinach?Angelkeep tried eat-
ing a parsnip once. Only once. Had 
a tasty recipe ever been devised for 
parsnips? Perhaps a bacon-wrapped 
parsnip would do well dipped in 
spicy salsa.

Henry Beer said, “The plows are 
making furrows; The farmers o’er the 
land, Prepare the ground for seeding, 
With earnest, watchful hand.”

While Angelkeep writes about 
busting myths, 1945 Life magazine 
invented standing an egg on end for 
Equinox, and Equinox stands literally 
a myth, as no days of the year have 
equal night and day times, but the 
Equinox is the closest day to it.

“Now can you name this season, 
When birds and nature sing?

I believe that you have guess it, I 
believe you’ll say it’s ‘Spring.’”

Mr. Daugherty is a Wells County resident 
who, along with his wife Gwen, enjoy their 
backyard and have named it “Angelkeep.”

Alan
Daugherty

Angelkeep
Journals

A prize for the 
‘thieves’ at the BMV

It is time to announce the winner of 
the prestigious and soon-to-be coveted 
Reno Prize, which, starting this year, 
will be awarded to honor the most 
creative theft from citizens by their 
government.

It should have been an easy choice, 
since the Indiana General Assembly is 
in full swing. As the saying goes, “No 
man’s life, liberty or property are safe 
while the legislature is in session.”

But lawmakers have let us down, 
conducting a humdrum ses-
sion filled mostly with busi-
ness as usual.

A budget that will spend 
much more than the last one, 
with the usual padding for 
fraud, abuse and incompetence built in. Billions held in 
reserve instead of being returned to the taxpayers it was 
taken from. Backroom deals with well-heeled lobbyists 
that will benefit small groups of Hoosiers at the expense 
of the overall citizenry.

Theft, certainly, legal if sometimes sneaky and often 
audacious, but nothing truly unusual. Nothing creative 
enough to merit the Reno Prize.

So we must turn to the executive branch, in whose 
many divisions faceless and nameless bureaucrats work 
tirelessly without the harsh glare of scrutiny to demon-
strate that “public service” means showing the pesky 
public just who’s boss. They know what they can get 
away with, and they can cite chapter and verse of the 
state laws allowing them to do it.

And so we have a winner.
The first annual Reno Prize goes to . . . imag-

ine drumroll here . . . The Indiana Bureau of Motor 
Vehicles.

According to an investigation by WRTV of 
Indianapolis, the BMV makes millions by selling 
Hoosiers’ personal information, and it is not required by 
law to tell us they are doing it. In a practice that’s been 
going on for years, the bureau offers up information to 
the highest bidders for our birth dates, addresses and 
past addresses, odometer readings, what kinds of cars 
we drive and even our license plate numbers.

In the last 10 years, the bureau has realized nearly 
$240 million from the sales, and in 2022 alone it made 
$25 million.

People who can buy the information include lawyers, 
bail bondsmen, private investigators, insurance agents 
and debt collection agencies. There are supposed to be 
restrictions on how the information is used — third-par-
ty marketers aren’t supposed to use it to directly solicit 
us, for example. But we all know that once our informa-
tion is out there, it is out there forever.

So the BMV is exploiting the state’s citizens by join-
ing in the theft of their precious privacy, so fragile in the 
digital age. And it is profiting from giving out those citi-
zens’ information, which can then be used against them 
in myriad ways.

Truly breathtaking, eminently worthy of recognition.
If you are thinking about Googling more information 

about the Reno Prize, by the way, don’t bother. I made 
it up.

It pays tribute to the Reno brothers, a hardy band of 
innovators from Rockford, in southern Indiana’s Jackson 
County, whose band of robbers terrorized the Midwest 
shortly after the Civil War by perfecting the concept of 
train robbery.

There were train robberies before the Renos, of 
course, but the crooks were stupid about it. Not as stu-
pid as what you might have seen in old Westerns in 
which the scoundrels chased down the train on horse-
back, but thoughtless nonetheless.

Before the Renos, robbers did their deeds while the 
trains were idling at their stations. This soon became 
problematic, what with all the people, including law 
enforcement representatives, milling about.

The Reno brothers’ brilliant twist was to buy tickets 
and ride on the trains until they got to the middle of 
nowhere, which trains tend to do, then go quickly about 
their nefarious business with no pushy interventions 
by the law. The simple elegance of their plan quickly 
caught on and was emulated by train robbers across the 
country.

What an inspired modification it was. Riding the 
train as ordinary passengers, looking just like all the 
other ordinary passengers until it was time to strike. Not 
unlike today’s government workers, who look just like 
the rest of us until — well, you get the idea.

Alas, criminals who repeat the same patterns often 
get caught. Aided by Pinkerton agents hired by the rail-
roads, authorities kept arresting members of the Reno 
brothers’ gang. But outraged mobs kept taking them 
away from authorities and hanging them from the near-
est tree, 10 of them in three separate incidents, all in 
1868. True genius is seldom appreciated in its own time.

A sad fact that it is hoped the Reno Prize will help us 
avoid in this time.

Leo Morris is a Fort Wayne-based columnist for The Indiana 
Policy Review. Contact him at leoedits@yahoo.com.

Hoosier
Opinions

Leo
Morris

Pentagon strategists have always divid-
ed the world into East and West, with U.S. 
regional forces under European Command 
or Indo-Pacific Command. But looking 
at the embrace of Presidents Xi Jinping 
and Vladimir Putin this week, you wonder 
whether we may need a single “Eurasian 
Command” to handle an integrated threat.

A strong China is bolstering a weak 
Russia. That’s the real headline that 
describes the showy meetings in Moscow 
this week between the two countries’ 
leaders. The Chinese aren’t providing 
weapons (yet), but Xi certainly offered 
moral and psychological support in what 
might be described as a get-well visit to an ailing rela-
tive. White House spokesman John Kirby on Tuesday 
rightly called Putin a “junior partner.”

The paradox of the Ukraine war is that Putin’s bid 
for greater power in Europe has made him weaker. 
This diminished Russia will fall increasingly under 
China’s sway — unless there’s an unlikely turn post-
Ukraine and a Western-leaning leader replaces Putin. 
Maybe that’s the biggest reason for Xi’s fraternal visit: 
He is bolstering a flank against America and the West.

China’s dominance over a weaker Russia will take 
many forms in the coming years. Russia has lost its 
energy markets in Europe because of its reckless inva-
sion, so it will depend ever more on demand from 
China and other Asian customers. China’s economic 
sway grows every year in central Asia and in Russia’s 
own far east. Its hard power in space, cyber, robotics 
and artificial intelligence will increasingly dwarf Rus-
sia’s.

Xi’s rescue strategy for Russia seems to center on a 
peace plan that would stanch the bleeding in Ukraine. 
From what we know, Xi proposes a cease-fire agree-
ment that would freeze Russia’s gains from last year’s 
illegal invasion. That version won’t fly with Ukraine 
or the United States. We won’t know for a few days 
whether Xi will talk with Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky in a way that opens a real process of 
negotiation. That seems unlikely. But so did the Iran-
Saudi deal that Xi brokered this month.

By playing the peacemaker, Xi can position him-
self better to take other, harsher rescue measures if 
Ukraine rejects a cease-fire. He could offer ammuni-
tion for Russia, arguing he’s only leveling the playing 
field. He could try to mobilize nations of the Global 
South, such as India, South Africa and Brazil, to pres-
sure Ukraine to end the fighting. Xi wants to keep 

the high ground, invoking the sanctity of the 
United Nations charter even as he affirms his 
support for the Russian leader who shattered 
that charter’s norms. It’s a shameless approach, 
but smart diplomacy.

Xi’s emerging role as the leader of a Eur-
asian bloc presents dilemmas for U.S. strate-
gists. For a generation, separating China from 
Russia was a central goal of U.S. foreign 
policy. Driving that wedge was a major reason 
for the historic visit to China in 1972 by Presi-
dent Richard M. Nixon and national security 
adviser Henry Kissinger. The Biden adminis-
tration initially hoped it could try that strategy 

in reverse — warming relations with Moscow 
in the June 2021 summit in Geneva in part to concen-
trate on the Chinese challenge. That didn’t work out as 
the White House hoped, to put it mildly.

Now it’s Xi who is the triangulator. He is playing 
off the bitter split between the United States and Rus-
sia, helping Putin, but also keeping a bit of distance, 
too. Xi similarly used China’s close relations with Iran 
to make the diplomatic breakthrough between Riyadh 
and Tehran that the United States could never achieve.

Though Putin was beaming in Xi’s reflected glow 
this week, the visit was a reminder of just how iso-
lated the Russian leader is. President Biden hosts a 
prominent foreign leader at the White House every 
other week. When was the last time you saw a major 
foreign leader visit the Kremlin? (The president of 
Belarus doesn’t count.) Xi’s get-well visit will give his 
“dear friend” Putin a psychological boost and help his 
domestic popularity. But other than China and a few 
outliers, Russian stands alone.

If you were looking for another reason why it’s 
important that Ukraine succeeds against Russia, 
consider the photos from Moscow. “The President 
of Eurasia” — I fear that’s the invisible caption of 
the pictures of Xi that we’re seeing amid the Krem-
lin’s golden doors and red carpets. The idea that a 
vast swath of the world is dominated by a China that 
stands so resolutely against freedom and democracy 
is chilling. If this alliance succeeds, we will live in a 
darker world.

The bottom line: The International Criminal Court 
indicted Putin last week for war crimes. Xi is his only 
powerful friend. Dealing with them separately is bad 
enough. If they truly become partners in Eurasia, shar-
ing dominion under a Chinese banner, that would be 
worse.

Contact David Ignatius on Twitter @IgnatiusPost

Xi’s visit should worry the West

David
Ignatius



L I F E S T Y L E S THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 2023 • The News-Banner • Page 5

1421 Manchester St.,
Decatur, IN

½ block west of U.S. 27 North

260-724-2276 • www.icav.us

WALKWAY
AREA LIGHTING
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SPOTLIGHTS & 
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LIGHTS

IN-GROUND LIGHTING

If you are self-motivated, have your 
own tools, and have skills & training 
in some of these areas...

Brakes • Engine • Exhaust • Transmission • Shocks/Struts
Drive Train • Electrical/Electronics • Air Conditioning

*(ASE certifications preferred, but not required)

You could become part of our team 
& enjoy...

• Competitive Pay • Numerous Benefits  
• Monday-Friday, 7am - 4pm work week 

Immediate Opening for 
Full-Time Automotive Technician

PRECISION SERVICE
~Specializing in Auto & Truck Service~

520 Decker Drive, Bluffton, Indiana 46714

Interested?
Please email Kevin [kevin@precisionservice.us] 

to schedule an interview today!
Check Out Our Complete List Online
@ velocitymotorsofblu� ton.com

SERVING YOUR HOMETOWN 
FOR OVER 14 YEARS!

1750 N. Hwy. 1 North, Blu� ton 
260-824-2165

2009 – 2023

Monday - 9am–3pm • Tuesday - Thursday 9am–5pm 
Friday - 9am–3pm • Saturday - 9am–12pm • Sunday - Closed

Wearing a special dress, commemorating a special day
The morning dawned as all 

other mornings. It was cool, in fact 
it was downright chilly. My mind 
endlessly traveled to 13 years ago. 
It had been sunny, with temps in 
the mid-70s. We could not possi-
bly have had a day more perfect for 
our wedding.

Our hearts flooded with awe 
as we watched the shop fill with 
400 guests who had come to share 
in our joy as the long-awaited 
moment was coming; we were 
to be joined as husband and wife. 
It was too good to be true, or so it 
felt. 

Daniel had arrived early that 
morning. I was comforted through 
and through, knowing that I will 
not again have to part from him, 
our long-distance dating was 
behind us, and there was not even 
another day to wait. The time had 
come. Daniel was dressed in his 
new white shirt, black pants,  and 
matching vest and mutza (suit). My 
light blue dress, which I had care-
fully made months before, was 
finally being worn.

I distinctly remember the two of 
us stepping in the walk-in cooler to 

get the red roses and placing them 
on our bridal table.

Life was complete beyond 
measure and much more than I 
deserved.

Now when I relive the memo-
ries they hurt, they sting, they 
comfort me, they give me a sense 
of knowing God knows. It was a 
Sunday morning, I headed for the 
closet. Should I or shouldn’t I? I 
hadn’t worn it for years. Why not? 
Wouldn’t it be a token of the love 
still in my heart for the man of my 
dreams? With a lump in my heart, 
and more love than it could hold I 
reached to the back of my closet. 
Yes, I would do it.

As I got ready for Sunday 
school,  more memories flooded 
back of how carefully I got ready 
that morning 13 years before.

Stepping out in the hallway I 

explained to the children 
how I wore this dress when 
I married Daddy.

“Mom, can you still wear 
it?!” they asked in disbelief.

Smiling I responded, 
“Yes, I’m 33 so I’m not 
growing anymore!”

In a sense I felt like I was drift-
ing back in another world as I got 
everyone ready to go … has life 
changed so much? Do we really 
have six children for me to love 
and care for? As I walked out the 
door I felt like I was kind of like 
jumping off a mountain. I did not 
know what the day would hold or 
how God would care for us, but 
one thing I did know is that God 
would absolutely completely pro-
vide for us.

At Sunday school we sang sev-
eral songs that were especially 
meaningful to us, including the 
German version of “How Beautiful 
Heaven Must Be.” We were deeply 
blessed by the love and support 
on all sides as kind words were 
spoken and encouragement was 
offered.

Daniel’s parents had invited us 

to their house for pancakes and 
homemade kielbasa after our ser-
vices. As we finished up our meal, 
we hashed memories and digested 
the reality of today. When it was 
time to do the dishes, my mother-
in-law sweetly said, “You did not 
help with the dishes 13 years ago 
and you don’t need to help today!” 
It was a little token that meant a lot.

The afternoon passed swiftly, 
thanks to Julia for playing with the 
children while I took a refreshing 
nap.

In the evening we had some 
drop-in guests including a couple 
from our church who a year ago 
married in our shop where we had 
gotten married 12 years before. 
Our hearts were warmed as they 
brought a scrap-sheet of pictures of 
us as a family someone had taken 
on the day of their wedding. Per-
haps the picture that melted my 
heart the most was Daniel sitting 
in church with a little boy sitting on 
either side of him. Hmm. Things 
change; love does not. And, God 
knows and sees exactly how much 
it hurts, and much more still, he has 
ways of healing and restoring in 

ways we could never tell or imag-
ine.

Daniel’s Sunday noon special-
ty was pancakes and waffles. He 
would make them while I changed 
the little boys’ white shirts. This 
recipe can be used for either pan-
cakes or waffles.

DANIEL’S HOMEMADE 
WAFFLES

2 eggs, beaten
1½ cups milk
½ cup butter, melted
2 teaspoons sugar
1 tablespoon baking powder
¼ teaspoon salt
2 cups flour
Instructions
Whisk wet ingredients together, 

then mix in dry and stir until com-
bined.

Don’t over-combine after add-
ing dry ingredients

Also, Daniel discovered that it 
works best to brown the waffles 
for one minute and 30 seconds, 
with an additional one minute and 
45 seconds on medium heat on the 
second side.

It toasts them to a nice, golden 
brown.

The Amish
Cook

by Gloria 
Yoder

1,000 BOOKS BEFORE KINDERGARTEN

Several children recently com-
pleted the 1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten Program at the 
Wells County Public Library by 
reading and listening to 1,000 
books with the help of family 
members. 

At left, both Beau and Tess 
Kumle completed the program 
and are pictured with their 
mother Rachelle. Beau chose 
“Rappy the Raptor” as his prize 
book, while Tess selected “The 
Big Bug Search.”

At right, Emric Smith is pictured 
with his dad and mom, Ryan 

and Elizabeth, and little brother 
Gideon.

At left, Gwyneth Steffen (in mid-
dle) is pictured with her parents 
Aaron and Gretchen.

The 1,000 Books Before Kinder-
garten program is sponsored by 
the United Way of Wells County, 
the Wells County Foundation, 
and the Friends of the Library. 
The program not only helps 
prepare children for school, but 
instills the value of reading and 
life-long learning. For more infor-
mation visit the Wells County 
Public Library’s website at www.
wellscolibrary.org and click on 
the “Children” section.

By LIZ WESTON of NerdWallet
The homes that helped many people 

build wealth can become a burden in retire-
ment. It’s not just the big maintenance and 
repair bills. Few homes are set up to sup-
port aging in place, and remodeling them 
to be safer can be expensive. Selling the 
house could help you tap equity to supple-
ment your retirement income, and renting 
— at least for a while — could give you the 
flexibility to find a more engaging, support-
ive and affordable community. Here’s what 
to consider before you sell your home and 
make the switch to renting.

Some people rent in retirement because 
they don’t have much choice; they can’t 

afford to own homes. 
But financial planners 
say renting can make 
more sense than owning 
in some circumstances, 
even for retirees who 
can afford the costs of 
homeownership.

Renting offers flex-
ibility as well as free-
dom from all the chores 
and expenses of main-
taining a home. Renting 

also may provide built-in communities for 
socializing, as well as accessible housing 
features such as one-floor living, which can 
help people age in place.

“While retirees often don’t want to rent, 
it can be a smarter decision for a number 
of reasons,” says certified financial planner 
Lisa A.K. Kirchenbauer of Arlington, Vir-
ginia.

CONSIDER RENTING IF YOU’RE 
IN TRANSITION

If you’re moving to a new area, financial 
planners often recommend renting first to 
get a better feel for the advantages and dis-
advantages of various neighborhoods. You’ll 
need time to find new doctors, check out 
entertainment venues, locate favorite res-
taurants and otherwise set up your support 
services, says Delia Fernandez, a certified 
financial planner in Los Alamitos, Calif.

“It makes sense to rent for maybe even 
a year so you can really dig into the com-
munity and figure out what’s going to be the 
right fit for you,” she says.

Renting is often smart if you expect to 
move again within a few years. Buying and 
selling homes is expensive, and your home 
may not rise in value fast enough to offset 
those costs. Selling a home also may take 
longer than you expect.

RENTING COULD HELP YOU AGE 
MORE SAFELY AND SERENELY

Few homes are truly accessible to peo-
ple who have mobility problems or other 
age-related disabilities, and adapting your 
current house could be prohibitively expen-
sive. Newer apartment buildings could offer 
ramps, elevators, one-floor living and other 
amenities to keep you safe as you age.

Social isolation and loneliness are other 
risks to consider, since these can have a 
huge negative impact on older people’s 
health, according to the Centers for Disease 

Control and Preven-
tion. Apartments can 
provide a community 
of people who can 
socialize and watch out 
for each other.

Another option, for 
those who can afford 

it, is a continuing care retirement commu-
nity, or CCRC, that allows you to stay in 
one place even if you later need higher lev-
els of care. People typically move into one 
of these facilities when they’re healthy and 
can live independently, with the promise 
that they can access assisted living, skilled 
nursing and sometimes memory care ser-
vices as they age. CCRCs typically charge 
a hefty one-time entrance fee — the average 
was $379,606 in the fourth quarter of 2022, 
according to the National Investment Cen-
ter for Seniors Housing & Care , a research 
group. Residents also pay monthly fees that 
typically increase with the level of care . 
The average monthly rent was $4,364, NIC 
found.

RENTING COULD HELP YOU TAP 
MORE EQUITY

Many people hit retirement age without 
enough savings and need to use their home 
equity to supplement their income, says 
certified financial planner Nicholas Bunio 
of Berwyn, Penn. Two common ways of 
tapping equity — selling a home and buy-
ing a less expensive one, or using a reverse 
mortgage — may not free up enough cash to 
substantially improve their situations, Bunio 
notes.

COPING WITH RENT INCREASES 
AND OTHER UNCERTAINTIES

Many retirees understandably fear the 
possibility of big rent increases when 
they’re on a fixed income. But retirees 
should keep in mind that rents aren’t the 
only housing costs that are subject to infla-
tion. Even when you have a fixed-rate mort-
gage, chances are good that your property 
taxes, homeowners insurance and costs to 
maintain and repair your property increase 
every year as well, says Crystal Cox, a certi-
fied financial planner in Madison, Wis.

Renters can ameliorate the risk of rent 
increases somewhat by opting for longer 
leases, Bunio says. So-called “mom and pop” 
landlords may be more amenable to negotiat-
ing rent than large corporations, and being a 
star tenant also can help, Fernandez notes.

“Landlords like people who keep up their 
property, and they like people who make 
any maintenance easy,” Fernandez says.

Another potential worry is the possibil-
ity of eviction. Even if you can keep up with 
the rent, a landlord could end your tenancy 
by selling the building, for example.

But homeowners aren’t immune to 
potential dislocations, DeSantis notes. Many 
older people must move into assisted living 
facilities because they’re no longer safe in 
their homes. She recommends people con-
sider moving to more supportive housing 
while they still have the health and energy to 
manage the transition.

Should you rent in retirement?
There are some circumstances when renting could be beneficial

Liz Weston

Legion will host 
March breakfast 

on Saturday
American Legion Post 

111 will host its monthly 
breakfast Saturday, March 
25, starting at 8 a.m. 

The cost is $11 for adults 
and $5 for children ages 5 
to 12. Children under five 
years of age eat for free.

The post home is at 111 
W. Washington St. in Bluff-
ton.

Follow us at...
twitter.com/newsbanner
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THURSDAY, MARCH 23
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, MARCH 24
No events scheduled.
SATURDAY, MARCH 25
No events scheduled.
MONDAY, MARCH 27
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, MARCH 28
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, MARCH 28
No events scheduled.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29
No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, MARCH 30
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, MARCH 31
No events scheduled.
SATURDAY, April 1
BASEBALL: Norwell at Jennings County, 

11 a.m.; Norwell vs. Seeger Memorial at Jen-
nings County, 2 p.m.

SOFTBALL: Southern Wells at Wes-Del, 10 
a.m.

High School Calendar

By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Sports Writer

Notre Dame is finalizing a deal to make 
Penn State’s Micah Shrewsberry its new 
men’s basketball coach, two people with 

direct knowledge of 
the situation told The 
Associated Press on 
Wednesday.

The people spoke 
on condition of ano-
nymity because con-
tract details were still 
being completed and 
needed school approv-
al.

Shrewsberry, in his 
second season at Penn 

State (23-14), led the 
Nittany Lions to the 

NCAA Tournament for the first time since 
2011 and a tournament victory for the first 

time since 2001.
The Nittany Lions beat Texas A&M and 

were eliminated by Texas in the second 
round.

Notre Dame has been searching for a 
replacement for Mike Brey, who spent the 
last 23 season as coach of the Fighting Irish. 
He announced in January that this would be 
his last season with Notre Dame

The Irish finished 11-21.
Shrewsberry grew up in Indianapolis and 

went to school at Division III Hanover Col-
lege in Indiana.

He was the head coach at Indiana Uni-
versity South Bend, an NAIA school located 
in the same city as Notre Dame, from 2005-
07.

He later worked as an assistant coach at 
Butler and Purdue, with a stint as an assis-
tant with the Boston Celtics in between.

ESPN first reported Notre Dame was 
close to a deal with Shrewsberry.

By TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer

CLEVELAND (AP) — Elijah 
Moore wanted out of New York. The 
Browns wanted speed. Both got their 
wish.

Cleveland added 
another offensive 
playmaker and tar-
get for quarterback 
Deshaun Watson 
on Wednesday, 
acquiring Moore 
in a trade with the 
Jets, who have 
overhauled their 
receiving group 
this offseason — 
perhaps in advance 
of quarterback Aaron Rodgers’ arrival.

The Browns have agreed to send the 
No. 42 pick in this year’s draft to the 
Jets for Moore and the No. 74 selec-
tion. The deal’s completion is pending a 
physical.

The Jets are parting ways with 
Moore, a second-round pick in 2021, 
shortly after agreeing to terms with for-
mer Kansas City wide receiver Mecole 
Hardman on a one-year deal, according 
to a person with knowledge of the con-
tract.

New York will have picks No. 42 
and 43 — as well as No. 13 overall. 
Earlier in free agency, the Jets signed 
former Packers wide receiver Allen 
Lazard and have been working toward a 
possible deal for Rodgers.

Cleveland made its major quarter-
back move last year, sending three first-
round picks to Houston for Watson in a 
controversial trade. Now they’re adding 
a downfield threat for Watson in Moore, 
who can play in the slot, backfield 
or line up outside. He’ll complement 
receivers Amari Cooper and Donovan 
Peoples-Jones.

The Browns lacked a player capable 
of stretching defenses after Anthony 
Schwartz, a third-round pick in 2021, 
struggled with drops and his confi-
dence.

Cleveland explored the free agent 
market and other trades, including one 
for Denver wide receiver Jerry Jeudy 
before striking the deal with the Jets.

While Moore, who will turn 23 next 
week, hasn’t put up big numbers, he’s 

quick and versatile and gives Cleve-
land’s offense another wrinkle to sup-
port Watson and its strong running 
game.

The 5-foot-10, 180-pound Moore 
had 37 catches for 
446 yards and one 
touchdown last 
season, but was 
unhappy with his 
role and asked for 
a trade. He became 
disgruntled due 
to a lack of pass-
catching opportuni-
ties and asked to be 
dealt in October.

A f t e r  t h e 
Jets’ 27-10 vic-
tory at Green Bay 

in Week 6, Moore quote-tweeted a 
reporter’s Twitter post that pointed out 
he had no official receiving targets. In 
a series of since-deleted tweets, Moore 
posted if he said what he really want-
ed to, he’d be viewed as selfish, but 
added: “Just know I don’t understand 
either.”

Things took a turn when he report-
edly had a disagreement with then-
offensive coordinator Mike LaFleur the 
following week and was held out from 
practice for two days to clear his head 
— but then requested to be dealt by the 
Jets.

Moore didn’t travel with the team 
to Denver for its victory in Week 7. He 
returned to practice the following week, 
but had no catches the next two games 
and was targeted just once.

Coach Robert Saleh insisted Moore 
wouldn’t be traded and was a big part 
of what the Jets wanted to do on offense 
last season and in the future. But 
Moore’s production the rest of the sea-
son was minimal, catching more than 
two passes just twice in the next eight 
games.

Five months after asking to be dealt, 
Moore gets a fresh start in Cleveland.

Moore played college ball at Missis-
sippi. He had 43 catches for 538 yards 
and five TDs as a rookie, but his pro-
duction dipped in 2022 in part because 
the Jets didn’t have good quarterback 
play along with the arrival of wide 
receiver Garrett Wilson, the AP Offen-
sive Rookie of the Year.

By TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer

CLEVELAND (AP) — Free agent 
linebacker Anthony Walker Jr. is return-
ing to the Browns after missing most of 
last season with an injury that rocked 
Cleveland’s defense, a person familiar 
with the negotiations told The Associ-
ated Press on Wednesday.

Walker has agreed to a one-year con-
tract with the Browns, said the person 
who spoke on condition of anonymity 
because the deal hasn’t been signed.

The 27-year-old Walker tore a quad-
riceps tendon in Week 3 against the 
Pittsburgh Steelers and missed the rest 
of 2022. Without him, Cleveland’s 
defense not only lost an experienced 
player but one of its top communicators 
and leaders.

ESPN first reported Walker’s return.
Walker posted a photo on Twitter of 

himself on the field with the Browns 
with the caption: Nobody cares; WORK 
Harder!!”

The Browns sustained a rash of 
injuries at linebacker last season with 
Walker, Jeremiah Owusu-Koramoah 
and Jacob Phillips all suffering season-
ending injuries. Those losses along with 
some other problems led to Cleveland’s 
7-10 record and led to the firing of 
coordinator Joe Woods, who has been 
replaced by former Lions coach Jim 
Schwartz.

Walker signed with the Browns in 
2021 as a free agent and started 12 
games after spending four seasons with 
the Indianapolis Colts. After getting 
hurt, Walker stayed around the Browns 
while undergoing therapy to support his 
younger teammates.

Cleveland has focused primarily on 
fixing its defense during free agency with 
several prominent signings, including 
tackle Dalvin Tomlinson, end Ogbonnia 
Okoronkwo and safety Juan Thornhill.

The Browns also re-signed lineback-
er Sione Takitaki, who stepped in and 
played well following the other injuries.

By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Major League Baseball has 
clarified its new rules to 
allow umpires to delay the 
start of the pitch clock after 
big swings in which a hit-
ter loses footing or when 
a pitcher covers first base, 
third or home, in addi-
tion to other clarifications 
announced Wednesday.

The commissioner ’s 
office said in its memo that 
if a catcher ends an inning 
on base, at bat or on deck, 
an umpire may determine 
the catcher needs additional 
time and allow the pitcher 
another warmup throw and 
the catcher to throw to sec-
ond base.

The MLB also said 
whether a defensive team 
violated the new shift 
restrictions will be subject to 
a video review only involv-
ing the first player to touch a 
ball after a pitch.

The league also said that 
after a batter uses his one 
allowed timeout during a 

plate appearance, the clock 
shall start when the hitter 
indicates he is ready in addi-
tion to the previous specifi-
cation when he returned to 
the batter’s box.

The clarifications ahead 
of March 30 openers were 
contained in a four-page 
memo sent by MLB senior 
vice president Michael Hill 
to managers, general man-
agers and assistant general 
managers, a copy of which 
was obtained by The Asso-
ciated Press.

“They’re important in 
my mind because they’re 
responsive to things play-
ers said to us,” Commis-
sioner Rob Manfred said 
Tuesday night before Japan 
beat the United States 3-2 in 
the World Baseball Classic 
championship game.

Baseball’s 11-man com-
petition committee, estab-
lished in the labor agree-
ment last March, adopted 
the pitch clock and shift 
limits last September over 
the opposition of the four 
players on the panel. MLB 

set the pitch clock at 15 sec-
onds with no runners and 20 
seconds with runners.

The average time of 
spring training games 
through Monday was down 
25 minutes to 2 hours, 36 
minutes. Violations per 
game were 1.03 during the 
past week, down from 2.03 
during spring training’s 
first week, according to the 
memo.

Teams were told bat boys 
and girls in the visiting dug-
out will meet with the visit-
ing club before each series 
to discuss the player pref-
erences. MLB said it will 
monitor the bat boys and 
girls to determine whether 
they contribute to non-
compliance with the pace of 
game procedures.

MLB said it will issue 
guidance to teams Friday on 
use of PitchCom by pitch-
ers. Catchers were allowed 
to use the device to call 
pitches last season, and 
pitchers were allowed to 
experiment with it during 
spring training.

IBCA names Norwell’s 
McBride as All-State 
Large School selection

The Indiana Basketball Coaches Associa-
tion named its selection for the Supreme 15 
team, along with 15 additional players on 
both its All-State teams for Large Schools 
and Small Schools.

Norwell senior Luke McBride earned his 
way on the Large School All-State list this 
season, leading the Knights to a third North-
east 8 Conference title in four seasons and a 
22-4 record.

The Bethel University signee averaged 
21.5 points for the Knights while adding 
over seven rebounds and a steal and a half 
per game. On the final regular season game, 
McBride broke the school’s record for career 

points held by Darin Archbold at 1,813.
The IBCA’s 20-member head coach-

ing group votes on the lists and nominates 
players and meets with the committee chair-
man to review and vote on the final results. 
Franciscan Health Sports Medicine presents 
the announcement, and they help fund the 
resources to create plaques and certificates 
for the award-winners.

The Supreme 15 group is the best 15 
players in the state, regardless of class. The 
Large School selections are those in Class 
4A and 3A, while Small School picks are 
from 2A and 1A. Supreme 15 honorees are 
not included in these two lists.

Report: Notre Dame closing 
deal with PSU’s Shrewsberry

Browns land WR Moore 
from Jets, swap draft picks

AP source: Browns bringing 
back LB Walker on 1-year deal

After player input, MLB allows 
for some delays on pitch clock

Micah 
Shrewsberry

Luke McBride became Norwell’s all-time leading basketball scorer on Feb. 24 on senior night 
beating the previous record of 1,811 points set by Darin Archbold in 1988. Above, McBride is 
shown with his father and coach, Mike McBride, holding a commemorative ball. (News-Banner 
file photo)

By JAY COHEN 
AP Sports Writer

CHICAGO (AP) — Tyrese Maxey 
scored 16 of his 21 points during Philadel-
phia’s dominant first half, and the 76ers beat 
the Chicago Bulls 116-91 on Wednesday 
night.

De’Anthony Melton had 25 points and 
Tobias Harris finished with 20 as Phila-
delphia earned a split of its four-game sea-
son series against Chicago. Joel Embiid 
added 12 points, seven rebounds and seven 
assists in just over 16 minutes of playing 
time.

Philadelphia had won eight in a row 
before Monday night’s double-overtime loss 
to Chicago. But the 76ers jumped all over 
the Bulls in the rematch, opening a four-
game road trip with an efficient offensive 

performance.
Playing without James Harden and Jalen 

McDaniels because of injuries, the Sixers 
started the game with a 23-1 run. They shot 
48% from the field on the night and had five 
players score in double figures.

Coby White scored 19 points for Chica-
go, and Zach LaVine had 16.

The Bulls (34-38) had won five of six in 
one of their best stretches in a largely disap-
pointing season. They remain in 10th in the 
East, holding onto the last spot for the con-
ference’s play-in tournament.

After the shaky start, Chicago closed to 
36-26 on White’s 3-pointer early in the sec-
ond quarter. But Philadelphia pulled away 
again before halftime.

UP NEXT
Bulls: At Portland on Friday night.

Tyrese Maxey keys fast start 
in 76ers victory over the Bulls
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 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.incav.us

You can’t put a 
price on 
security

We sell motion detectors, � re, 
glass break sensors, front door 
cameras, driveway alerts

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

THIS IS THE
FASTEST

WAY TO MAKE
ADVERTISING

 PAY

BASKETBALL
National Basketball 

Association
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
x-Boston	 50	 23	 .685	 —
x-Philadelphia	49	 23	 .681	 ½
New York	 42	 32	 .568	 8½
Brooklyn	 39	 33	 .542	 10½
Toronto	 35	 38	 .479	 15
Southeast Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Miami	 40	 34	 .541	 —
Atlanta	 36	 37	 .493	 3½
Washington	 32	 41	 .438	 7½
Orlando	 30	 43	 .411	 9½
Charlotte	 23	 50	 .315	 16½
Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
x-Milwaukee	 52	 20	 .722	 —
Cleveland	 46	 28	 .622	 7
Chicago	 34	 38	 .472	 18
Indiana	 33	 40	 .452	 19½
Detroit	 16	 57	 .219	 36½
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Memphis	 45	 27	 .625	 —
Dallas	 36	 37	 .493	 9½
New Orleans	 35	 37	 .486	 10
San Antonio	 19	 54	 .260	 26½
Houston	 18	 55	 .247	 27½
Northwest Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
y-Denver	 49	 24	 .671	 —
Minnesota	 37	 37	 .500	 12½
Oklahoma City	36	 36	 .500	 12½
Utah	 35	 36	 .493	 13
Portland	 31	 40	 .437	 17
Pacific Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Sacramento	 43	 29	 .597	 —
Phoenix	 38	 33	 .535	 4½
L.A. Clippers	 38	 35	 .521	 5½
Golden State	 38	 36	 .514	 6
L.A. Lakers	 35	 37	 .486	 8
x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division
Tuesday’s Games
Orlando 122, Washington 112
Atlanta 129, Detroit 107
Cleveland 115, Brooklyn 109
New Orleans 119, San Antonio 84
Boston 132, Sacramento 109
Oklahoma City 101, L.A. Clippers 

100
Wednesday’s Games
Denver 118, Washington 104
Indiana 118, Toronto 114
Miami 127, New York 120
Golden State 127, Dallas 125
Milwaukee 130, San Antonio 94
Memphis 130, Houston 125
Minnesota 125, Atlanta 124
Philadelphia 116, Chicago 91
Portland at Utah, late
Phoenix at L.A. Lakers, late
Thursday’s Games
New York at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Cleveland at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Charlotte at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Oklahoma City at L.A. Clippers, 

10:30 p.m.
Friday’s Games
Indiana at Boston, 7 p.m.
San Antonio at Washington, 7 p.m.
Detroit at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Houston at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Charlotte at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Milwaukee at Utah, 9 p.m.
Chicago at Portland, 10 p.m.
Philadelphia at Golden State, 10 

p.m.
Phoenix at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
Oklahoma City at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 

p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Indiana at Atlanta, 5 p.m.
Brooklyn at Miami, 8 p.m.
Milwaukee at Denver, 9 p.m.
Philadelphia at Phoenix, 10 p.m.
Utah at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
New Orleans at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 

p.m.

HOCKEY
National Hockey 

League
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA
x-Boston	 70	54	 11	 5	113	265	151
Toronto	 70	42	19	 9	 93	239	194
Tampa Bay	 72	42	24	 6	 90	250	221
Florida	 71	36	28	 7	 79	250	241
Ottawa	 71	34	32	 5	 73	221	231
Buffalo	 70	33	31	 6	 72	251	263
Detroit	 70	31	30	 9	 71	206	231
Montreal	 71	28	37	 6	 62	201	264
Metropolitan Division
	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA
Carolina	 69	46	15	 8	100	232	179
New Jersey	 71	45	18	 8	 98	247	193
N.Y. Rangers	71	41	20	 10	 92	241	194
N.Y. Islanders	72	37	27	 8	 82	215	198
Pittsburgh	 71	35	26	 10	 80	229	230
Washington	 72	33	31	 8	 74	227	226
Philadelphia	 70	26	32	 12	 64	187	232
Columbus	 70	22	41	 7	 51	189	273
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA
Dallas	 71	38	19	 14	 90	247	199
Minnesota	 71	41	22	 8	 90	212	192

Colorado	 70	41	23	 6	 88	233	196
Winnipeg	 72	40	29	 3	 83	218	203
Nashville	 69	35	26	 8	 78	198	205
St. Louis	 70	31	33	 6	 68	220	255
Arizona	 71	27	33	 11	 65	200	246
Chicago	 70	24	40	 6	 54	175	249
Pacific Division
	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA
Vegas	 71	44	21	 6	 94	235	200
Los Angeles	 71	41	20	 10	 92	247	229
Edmonton	 71	40	23	 8	 88	279	240
Seattle	 70	39	24	 7	 85	245	227
Calgary	 72	32	25	 15	 79	231	226
Vancouver	 70	31	34	 5	 67	237	265
Anaheim	 71	23	38	 10	 56	184	288
San Jose	 71	19	37	 15	 53	204	274
NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs.
x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division
z-clinched conference
Tuesday’s Games
Nashville 7, Buffalo 3
Montreal 3, Tampa Bay 2
Philadelphia 6, Florida 3
Carolina 3, N.Y. Rangers 2
Boston 2, Ottawa 1
Minnesota 2, New Jersey 1, OT
Columbus 7, Washington 6, OT
N.Y. Islanders 7, Toronto 2
Winnipeg 2, Arizona 1
Detroit 3, St. Louis 2, SO
Seattle 5, Dallas 4, OT
Vegas 4, Vancouver 3
Calgary 5, Anaheim 1
Wednesday’s Games
Pittsburgh 5, Colorado 2
Arizona at Edmonton, late
Thursday’s Games
Minnesota at Philadelphia, 6:30 p.m.
Chicago at Washington, 7 p.m.
Montreal at Boston, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Carolina, 7 p.m.
St. Louis at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Florida, 7 p.m.
Seattle at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Dallas, 9 p.m.
Vegas at Calgary, 9 p.m.
San Jose at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Winnipeg at Anaheim, 10 p.m.
Friday’s Games
N.Y. Islanders at Columbus, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
Arizona at Colorado, 9 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Detroit at Philadelphia, 1 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Boston, 1 p.m.
Seattle at Nashville, 2 p.m.
San Jose at Calgary, 4 p.m.
Winnipeg at Los Angeles, 4 p.m.
Buffalo at N.Y. Islanders, 5 p.m.
Chicago at Minnesota, 5 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Florida, 5 p.m.
Columbus at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Carolina, 7 p.m.
Vancouver at Dallas, 7 p.m.
Washington at Pittsburgh, 8 p.m.
Vegas at Edmonton, 10 p.m.
St. Louis at Anaheim, 10:30 p.m.

BASEBALL
Spring Training

AMERICAN LEAGUE
	 W	 L	 Pct.
Kansas City	 17	 10	 .630
Los Angeles	 15	 9	 .625
Toronto	 15	 11	 .577
Tampa Bay	 14	 11	 .560
Houston	 11	 9	 .550
Boston	 12	 10	 .545
Seattle	 11	 10	 .524
Baltimore	 13	 12	 .520
Texas	 12	 13	 .480
Chicago	 10	 11	 .476
Minnesota	 10	 12	 .455
Detroit	 12	 15	 .444
Oakland	 10	 13	 .435
New York	 10	 15	 .400
Cleveland	 8	 14	 .364
NATIONAL LEAGUE
	 W	 L	 Pct.
St. Louis	 14	 6	 .700
Los Angeles	 13	 8	 .619
Atlanta	 13	 9	 .591
Washington	 12	 9	 .571
Chicago	 13	 10	 .565
Cincinnati	 13	 11	 .542
Philadelphia	 13	 12	 .520
Arizona	 12	 12	 .500
San Francisco	 11	 12	 .478
San Diego	 11	 13	 .458
Milwaukee	 9	 13	 .409
Pittsburgh	 9	 13	 .409
New York	 9	 14	 .391
Colorado	 10	 16	 .385
Miami	 6	 15	 .286
Tuesday’s Games
Baltimore 6, Boston 2
N.Y. Yankees 6, Detroit 3
Houston 2, Miami 1
Washington 4, St. Louis 4
Pittsburgh 4, Philadelphia 3
L.A. Dodgers (ss) 4, Cleveland 2
San Francisco 12, L.A. Dodgers 

(ss) 1
L.A. Angels (ss) 7, Arizona 1
Chicago White Sox 6, Milwaukee 5
Oakland 6, L.A. Angels (ss) 5
Minnesota 5, Tampa Bay 2
Chicago Cubs 6, Kansas City 2
San Diego 14, Colorado 2
Wednesday’s Games
Washington 5, N.Y. Yankees 2
Tampa Bay 6, Philadelphia 2
Atlanta 5, Detroit 3

Toronto 2, Baltimore 1
Houston 5, N.Y. Mets 2
St. Louis 0, Miami 0
Texas (ss) 2, Chicago White Sox 

(ss) 0
Chicago Cubs 4, Oakland 2
Kansas City 4, Chicago White Sox 

(ss) 3
San Francisco 4, Texas (ss) 0
L.A. Angels 10, Colorado 9
Minnesota 11, Boston 0
Cincinnati 4, San Diego 1
L.A. Dodgers vs. Seattle at Peoria, 

Arizona, late
Thursday’s Games
N.Y. Yankees vs. St. Louis at Sara-

sota, Florida, 1:05 p.m.
N.Y. Mets vs. Atlanta at North Port, 

Florida, 1:05 p.m.
Toronto vs. Minnesota at Fort 

Myers, Florida, 1:05 p.m.
Boston vs. Pittsburgh at Bradenton, 

Florida, 1:05 p.m.
Detroit (ss) vs. Philadelphia at 

Clearwater, Florida, 1:05 p.m.
Arizona (ss) vs. Chicago Cubs at 

Mesa, Arizona, 4:05 p.m.
San Francisco (ss) vs. Chicago 

White Sox at Phoenix, Arizona, 4:05 
p.m.

L.A. Dodgers vs. Arizona (ss) at 
Scottsdale, Arizona, 4:10 p.m.

San Diego (ss) vs. Milwaukee at 
Phoenix, Arizona, 4:10 p.m.

Kansas City vs. San Diego (ss) at 
Peoria, Arizona, 4:10 p.m.

Detroit (ss) vs. Baltimore at Sara-
sota, Florida, 6:05 p.m.

Washington vs. Houston at Palm 
Beach, Florida, 6:05 p.m.

Cleveland vs. San Francisco (ss) at 
Scottsdale, Arizona, 9:05 p.m.

Oakland vs. Texas at Surprise, Ari-
zona, 9:05 p.m.

Seattle vs. Cincinnati at Goodyear, 
Arizona, 9:05 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Minnesota vs. N.Y. Yankees (ss) at 

Tampa, Florida, 1:05 p.m.
N.Y. Mets vs. Tampa Bay at St. 

Petersburg, Florida, 1:05 p.m.
Chicago White Sox vs. Oakland 

(ss) at Mesa, Arizona, 4:05 p.m.
Milwaukee (ss) vs. L.A. Dodgers at 

Phoenix, Arizona, 4:05 p.m.
San Francisco vs. Kansas City at 

Surprise, Arizona, 4:05 p.m.
Texas vs. Chicago Cubs (ss) at 

Mesa, Arizona, 4:05 p.m.
Cincinnati vs. Arizona at Scotts-

dale, Arizona, 4:10 p.m.
Colorado vs. Milwaukee (ss) at 

Phoenix, Arizona, 4:10 p.m.
San Diego vs. L.A. Angels at Tem-

pe, Arizona, 4:10 p.m.
Atlanta vs. Boston at Fort Myers, 

Florida, 6:05 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (ss) vs. Baltimore at 

Sarasota, Florida, 6:05 p.m.
St. Louis vs. Washington at Palm 

Beach, Florida, 6:05 p.m.
Pittsburgh vs. Detroit at Lakeland, 

Florida, 6:05 p.m.
Philadelphia vs. Toronto at Dune-

din, Florida, 6:07 p.m.
Houston vs. Miami at Sarasota, 

Florida, 6:40 p.m.
Chicago Cubs (ss) vs. Cleveland at 

Goodyear, Arizona, 9:05 p.m.
Oakland (ss) vs. Seattle at Peoria, 

Arizona, 9:40 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
Wednesday’s Transactions
BASEBALL:
Major League Baseball
American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Reas-
signed OFs Colton Cowser and Hes-
ton Kjerstad to minor league camp.
MINNESOTA TWINS — Reassigned 
RHPs Randy Dobnak, Brock Stewart, 
C Jair Camargo, INF Andrew Bechtold 
and OF Mark Contreras to minor 
league camp.
National League
COLORADO ROCKIES — Reas-
signed INF/OF Cole Tucker and RHP 
Phillips Valdez to minor league camp.
NEW YORK METS — Optioned C 
Francisco Alvarez to Syracuse (IL). 
Reassigned C Nick Meyer to minor 
league camp.
Minor League Baseball
Atlantic League
LONG ISLAND DUCKS — Signed 
RHP Chris Cepeda.
BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
NBA — Fined Indiana G Buddy Hield 
an undisclosed amount for making an 
obscene gesture on the court during a 
March 20th game against Charlotte.
FOOTBALL
National Football League
CLEVELAND BROWNS — Re-signed 
LB Anthony Walker to a one-year 
contract. Acquired WR Elijah Moore 
from New York Jets in exchange for a 
second and third round draft pick.
DALLAS COWBOYS — Re-signed DE 
Takk McKinley. Signed LS Trent Sieg.
HOCKEY
National Hockey League
COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — 
Reassigned G Daniil Tarasov to Cleve-
land (AHL).
DETROIT RED WINGS — Recalled D 
Simon Edvinsson from Grand Rapids 
(AHL).
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By TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer

DETROIT (AP) — The Chevrolet Camaro, for decades 
the dream car of many teenage American males, is going out 
of production.

General Motors, which sells the brawny muscle car, said 
Wednesday it will stop making the current generation early 
next year.

The future of the car, which is raced on NASCAR and 
other circuits, is a bit murky. GM says another generation 
may be in the works.

“While we are not announcing an immediate successor 
today, rest assured, this is not the end of Camaro’s story,” 
Scott Bell, vice president of Chevrolet, said in a statement.

The current sixth-generation Camaro, introduced in 2016, 
has done well on the racetrack, but sales have been tailing 
off in recent years. When the current generation Camaro 
came out in 2016, Chevrolet sold 72,705 of them. But by 
the end of 2021 that number fell almost 70% to 21,893. It 
rebounded a bit last year to 24,652.

GM said last of the 2024 model year of the cars will come 
off the assembly line in Lansing, Michigan, in January.

Spokesman Trevor Thompkins said he can’t say anything 
more about a future Camaro. “We’re not saying anything 
specific right now,” he said.

If GM revives the Camaro, it almost certainly will be 
electric, said Stephanie Brinley, an associate director with 
S&P Global Mobility. “It would be unlikely to see another 
internal combustion engine vehicle,” she said.

GM has said it plans to sell only electric passenger vehi-
cles worldwide by 2035.

Brinley said the push to sell more electric vehicles makes 
it likely that all new muscle cars will be powered by batter-
ies. But if there’s still a mixed combustion and battery fleet 
on sale in 2030 or 2040, some gas-powered muscle cars 
could survive.

NASCAR said that because the Generation 6 Camaro was 
in production when GM originally got permission to race, it 
remains qualified to race in NASCAR Cup and NASCAR 
Xfinity Series races.

By JOHN MARSHALL 
AP Basketball Writer

Aliyah Boston recalls her parents prod-
ding her to be more active on social media, 
to extend her brand as her basketball prow-
ess began to draw national attention.

She said she would be more active — 
and then post just one photo in two months, 
which is no way for an athlete influencer to 
earn big money in the era of name, image 
and likeness compensation.

Eventually, the South Carolina superstar 
saw the light — and the green.

“With the NIL, my mom and my dad 
were like: this is the time for social media 
to continue to brand yourself,” Boston said. 
“That’s when I really started to post more.”

The NIL age has opened a vast new 
world of earning potential for athletes. 
Social media platforms, once solely win-
dows into smaller worlds, are now heavily 
trafficked gateways to wider audiences and 
revenue streams. Social media also tur-
bocharged March Madness, an event that 
already had communal elements — think 
bracket and office pool — before the inter-
net even existed.

Taking advantage of this chaotic social 
media explosion to cash in requires a bit of 
savvy, discernment and engagement — lots 
of engagement.

“Some things you think will go viral and 
it goes nowhere,” said Jeffrey Weiner, senior 
vice president of sports marketing firm GSE 
Worldwide. “Some things you think are silly 
and no one’s going to care about and it goes 
viral. You never know. You shouldn’t worry 
about the ‘like’ numbers and things like that. 
Just post, post, post.”

Finding the right fit is key when it comes 
to NIL deals.

If an athlete hawks something they don’t 
believe in, it will show in their posts. No 
one is going to buy a product or solicit a 
business if the person promoting it appears 
to be going through the motions or comes 
off as a used car salesman — unless that’s 
the schtick they’re going for.

“I don’t want my page to turn into full of 
advertisements and me shoving things down 
people’s throats,” said Nebraska pole vaulter 
Jess Gardner, who has partnered with about 
15 different brands and has more than 300,000 
combined followers on TikTok and Instagram.

“That’s not why people are coming to my 
page,” she said. “I make fun and lightheart-
ed content, and so I can do that if I’m work-
ing with brands I actually love. That’s where 
I want to take the NIL route.”

Personality sells.
The tendency when promoting a product 

is to switch personalities, like a TV anchor-
person shifting to an on-air persona. Many 
of the most successful influencers find a bal-
ance, staying true to their identity while still 
promoting the product.

Authenticity with a dash of amusement is 

the best bet.
“End of the day it’s a video distribution 

platform and it allows athletes to showcase 
their personality however they see fit,” said 
Julian Valentin, head of customer success 
for NIL platform Opendorse. “I always say 
with student athletes to only do what you’re 
comfortable with.”

That’s the way Shaylee Gonzales 
approaches it.

The Texas guard has 206,000 TikTok fol-
lowers on, 93,000 more on Instagram. Her 
posts are a mix of basketball, fashion, per-
sonal life and products she has deals with.

“The more you are yourself, the more 
people will like to follow you and feel like 
they know you,” she said. “I love posting 
things that I enjoy doing or hobbies I like to 
do.”

Find the right balance of business and 
whimsiness and social media opens the the 
NIL revenue stream.

Miami twin basketball players Haley and 
Hanna Cavinder are social media sensations 
who have cashed in on their online fame. 
Hanna Cavinder noted that the twins care-
fully choose what they post online.

“Everybody thinks they know you, but 
they only know the things you want to show 
them,” she said. “Obviously, I love con-
necting with my audience and my fans and 
being organic. They love the twin thing, so 
we love sharing that. But honestly, I live a 
more private life than people think.”

“You pick and choose what you want 
people to see,” she added. “And that’s just 
kind of how I go about it. Now, social media 
is more of my business, not more of my 
life.”

With more than 4.4 million followers 
on their shared TikTok account alone, they 
have become millionaires through NIL 
deals.

Those deals will likely increase during 
March Madness, especially after the Hurri-
canes upset No. 1 seed Indiana in the NCAA 
Tournament.

“I think what I love the most is it’s set-
ting me up so much for the future,” Haley 
Cavinder said. “And name, image and like-
ness, all athletes, especially female ath-
letes, if you use it the right way and to your 
advantage and you remain consistent, it’ll 
help you in the future.”

That’s what got Boston’s attention — 
well, after her parents noticed first.

The All-American has promoted Buick, 
Crocs, Orange Theory, Under Armour and 
Six Star Nutrition, among other brands. She 
will likely be one of the WNBA’s top draft 
picks and could have a lucrative overseas 
career as well, but has already set a firm 
financial foundation.

“I have people in my corner who help me 
be able to work with brands, agencies,” she 
said. “It’s been smooth.”

And lucrative.

GM to stop making 
Camaro but another 
could be in the works

March Madness: Athletes try to 
balance privacy, online profile

By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer

MIAMI (AP) — Shohei Ohtani’s strike-
out of Mike Trout, Trea Turner’s go-ahead, 
eighth-inning grand slam against Venezuela, 
Japan’s walk-off semifinal win and Mexico’s 
comeback from a four-run deficit against 
Puerto Rico will be replayed over and over.

Edwin Díaz’s season-ending knee injury 
and Jose Altuve’s broken thumb will be dis-
cussed all year, too.

This year’s World Baseball Classic left 
lasting memories, 47 games over two weeks 
that restored Japan’s supremacy and rein-
forced Ohtani’s unmatched ability while 
expanding the sport’s global footprint.

While not an international fixation like 
soccer’s World Cup, the event has grown 
though its five editions since launching in 
2006.

“This is kind of our Olympics. We don’t 
get that opportunity to really play wherever 
the Olympics are at,” Kyle Schwarber said 
before the Americans lost to Japan 3-2 in 
Tuesday night’s final, when Ohtani fanned 
Trout to seal Japan’s first title since 2009 
and third overall. Baseball is no longer a 
permanent Olympic sport, and Samurai 
Japan beat a U.S. team stocked with minor 
leaguers for gold when baseball was tempo-
rarily restored at the previous Games.

Played in Miami, Phoenix, Tokyo and 
Taiwan, the star-studded WBC will finish 
with revenue of $90 million to $100 million, 
Major League Baseball said. Attendance of 
1,306,414 was the tournament’s highest, 20% 
over the 1,086,720 for 40 games in 2017.

The championship game on FS1, Fox 
Deportes and Fox Sports streaming ser-
vices was the most-watched WBC game 
ever in the United States, up 69% from the 
2017 final with a combined audience of 5.2 

million viewers. A peak combined average 
audience of 6.5 million viewers tuned in for 
the dramatic ending.

This year’s semifinals on FS1 and Fox 
Deportes averaged 2.4 million viewers, up 
96% from the semis in 2017, when the tour-
nament was televised by MLB Network and 
ESPN Deportes.

“One of the things that was really impor-
tant this time around was Fox stepping up to 
broadcast the games,” baseball Commissioner 
Rob Manfred said. “Nobody’s a bigger fan of 
the MLB Network than I am, but when you 
have one of the major broadcasters step up 
and want the event, that’s a huge deal.”

Concerns about player health have fol-
lowed the tourney since its inception. Many 
MLB teams blocked pitchers from partici-
pating, wanting them to concentrate on pre-
paring for the start of the season. Injuries to 
Díaz and Altuve reinforced those concerns.

But with MLB generating revenue and 
global interest from the tourney, and play-
ers eager to represent their home countries, 
the injury risks seem unlikely to slow the 
WBC’s growth.

“We all care for each other and no one 
wants to get hurt,” Francisco Lindor, Díaz’s 
teammate on Team Puerto Rico and the New 
York Mets, told reporters Tuesday. “But we 
all love our countries and want to represent 
our countries. ... We have an opportunity to 
represent our countries and learn from our 
peers. It’s amazing.”

Japan drew three of the four most-
watched WBC games ever back home going 
into the championship game, getting a 48.7 
rating for the quarterfinal against Italy, 
44.4 for the first-round game against South 
Korea and a 42.5 for the semifinal vs. Mex-
ico. The figures represent the percentage of 
television households tuned to a telecast.

World Baseball Classic continues 
growing despite MLB injury risks
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Husband and son will never see eye-to-eye
Dear Annie: My husband of 34 

years has become increasingly disap-
pointed in our 30-year-old son. He 
and my son have had a rocky relation-
ship, as my husband sees the world 
through opportunity and is always 
working toward improvement (which 
makes him a great engineer), but this 
also means he has expectations that 
rarely get met by the people in his life, 
including me. He is like a dog with a 
bone when he tries to convince people 
to his way of thinking.

Our son has some character traits 
and behaviors that he and I both don’t 
like. Our son has a couple beers a day 
(husband and I don’t drink). He has — 
in our opinion — ignorant thoughts 
on politics, is sometimes unreliable 
(shows up late) and still plays video 
games. He has had many relation-
ships with women that all last under 
a year. Our son, however, maintains 
a job with increasing responsibilities 
and is financially secure, as he owns 
a home and pays his bills. He has 
many friends, and I hear often from 
strangers about what a loyal friend 
he is. I work professionally in similar 
circles and hear that he goes above 
and beyond. He has never been fired. 
In fact, he is sought after. He calls me 
every couple of days just to see how I 
am doing. 

Bottom line, my husband is very 
angry with me that I don’t try to 
enlighten my son to help him be a bet-
ter person. While I will always give 
my son advice WHEN ASKED, I feel 
that my child-rearing days are done. 
My husband won’t let up on me about 
this, and it has affected our relation-
ship. Do I do as my husband asked 
to keep peace between the two of us, 
even though I don’t agree with him? 
— Between a Rock and a Hard Place

Dear Between a Rock and a Hard 

Place: It sounds 
like your son is 
a great guy with 
a lot of integrity 
and compassion. 
You should be 
proud! Whatever 
lifestyle choices 
he is making 
in his free time 
don’t seem to 
be affecting the 
things that mat-
ter most.

I  w o u l d 
explain to your 
husband that, at 30 years old, your 
son is a full adult. Policing him about 
things like video games is no longer 
called for. This should be good news 
to your husband — it frees up time for 
him to pursue hobbies, and it allows 
you two to spend time together with-
out talking about parenting the whole 
time.

Explain that if you both keep nag-
ging your son about trivial matters, 
he’s going to want to spend less time 
with you. It sounds like your son and 
your husband are very different — in 
terms of life philosophy, interests and 
personality -- but if they can find just 
one area of common ground, or one 
hobby they can share, it might help 
them make progress in their relation-
ship. 

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favorite 
columns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation — is 
available as a paperback and e-book. 
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your 
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS
The passion to know and obey God
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
3D Woman Julie & 

Friends 
Movie Journey TCT Today Newsw-

atch 
Perry 
Stone 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Rabbi 
Lapin 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Men's Bask. Regional Semifinal: Teams TBA College basketball 
teams vie for the national championship. (L) (N) 

Men's Bask. Regional Semifinal: Teams TBA College basketball 
teams vie for the national championship. (L) (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) 
Colbert 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Chicago P.D. "You and 
Me" 

Chicago P.D. "New 
Normal" 

Chicago P.D. "Endings" Chicago P.D. "Bad 
Boys" 

Chicago P.D. "Ride 
Along" 

Chicago P.D. "Fathers 
and Sons" 

Chicago P.D. "True or 
False" 

Chicago P.D. "Trigger" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Station 19 "Could I 
Leave You?" (N) 

Grey's Anatomy
"Training Day" (N) 

Alaska Daily "Truth Is a 
Slow Bullet" (N) 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Pictionary 
(N) 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Law & Order (N) Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit (N) 

Law & Order: 
Organized Crime (N) 

News (N) (:35) The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon 

(:35) Seth 
Meyers 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

King "Doug 
Less" 

Modern 
Family 

21Alive 
News at 6 

Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Dateline Chicago P.D. Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show Judge Lake Judge Lake Divorce 

Court 
Divorce 
Court 

Walker "False Flag Part 
One" (N) 

Superman & Lois
"Uncontrollable Forces" 

The 
Liquidator 

Chicago P.D. "The Devil 
You Know" 

Family Guy Family Guy
"McStroke"

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Secrets of Althorp -- 
The Spencers 

PBS NewsHour (N) World 
News 

Arts In 
Focus 

This Old 
House (N) 

Old House
(N) 

Call the Midwife Marie-Antoinette "The 
Slap" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

This Old 
House 

Ask This 
Old House 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Secrets of Althorp -- 
The Spencers 

BBC News World 
News 

PBS NewsHour (N) 2023 Ball State PBS Spelling Bee Grantchester on 
Masterpiece 

Fueling 
Region 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

This Old 
House 

Ask This 
Old House 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6 Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Next Level Chef (N) Animal 
Control (N) 

Call Me 
Kat (N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Big Bang Big Bang Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle Castle Castle Married at First Sight

(N) 
Married-UK "Season 7, 
Episode 5" (N) 

(:05) Married at First 
Sight 

(:05) Married-UK
"Season 7, Episode 5" 

Married at First Sight 

FX  24 132 136 148 <+++ The Avengers (‘12, Act) Chris Evans, Robert Downey Jr.. <++ Fantastic Four: Rise of the Silver Surfer <+++ Logan (‘17, Act) Patrick Stewart, Dafne Keen, Hugh Jackman.

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Griffith Griffith Griffith Griffith Griffith Griffith Everybody 

Raymond 
Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(4:30) <++ The Wolverine (2013, Action) Hiroyuki Sanada,
Famke Janssen, Hugh Jackman. (P) 

<++ X-Men: Apocalypse (2016, Action) Michael Fassbender, Jennifer Lawrence, James 
McAvoy. (P) 

E! News
(N) 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<++ Major League (1989, Comedy) Charlie Sheen, Corbin 
Bernsen, Tom Berenger. 

<+++ Wedding Crashers (2005, Comedy) Vince Vaughn, 
Christopher Walken, Owen Wilson. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

NHL Hockey Minnesota Wild at Philadelphia Flyers From Wells 
Fargo Center in Philadelphia. (L) (N) 

NHL Hockey Pittsburgh Penguins at Dallas Stars From American 
Airlines Center in Dallas. (L) (N) 

SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

SportsCenter With 
Scott Van Pelt (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live The Point Wager (N) NFL Live UFC Archival UFC Reloaded ESPN Films

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line The Rally (N) Pregame

(L) (N) 
NHL Hockey St. Louis Blues at Detroit Red Wings From Little 
Caesars Arena in Detroit, Mich. (L) (N) 

Blues Post.
(L) (N) 

MLB Baseball New York Yankees at St. Louis 
Cardinals From Roger Dean Stadium in Jupiter, Fla. 

NHL 
Hockey 

USA  34 133 105 242 
(3:35) <+++ John Wick: Chapter 3 -
- Parabellum Keanu Reeves. 

<+++ John Wick (2014, Action) Michael Nyqvist,
Alfie Allen, Keanu Reeves. 

<+++ John Wick: Chapter 2 (2017, Action) Common,
Laurence Fishburne, Keanu Reeves. 

(:05) <+++ John Wick: Chapter 3 -- Parabellum 
(‘19, Act) Halle Berry, Ian McShane, Keanu Reeves. 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
(4:00) BattleBots "Bad 
Blood" 

BattleBots Current world champion Tantrum faces 
the formidable flipping force of Hydra. (N) 

BattleBots "Violent Night" The stakes climb for 14 
more teams in the World Championship qualifiers. 

BattleBots Huge & Quantum are undefeated, while 
Blip looks to rebound by taking on its own sister bot. 

BattleBots "You Want a 
Pizza Me?" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Addiction Addiction 600-Lb. Life 600-Lb. Life My 600-Lb "Supersized: Chris P's Journey" (N) My 600-Lb. Life "Doug's Story" My 600-Lb. Life

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Swamp People "Super 
Snakes" 

Swamp People "Viper 
Alley" 

Swamp People
"Pickle's Holiday" 

Swamp People "Gator Lightning" (N) (:35) Swamp People
"Judas Snake" (N) 

(:35) Swamp People "Hungry, Hungry 
Gators" 

(:05) Swamp People 
"Gator Lightning" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 (N) City Confidential (N) (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Pearl in 
Paradise Jill Wagner. 

< Matching Hearts (2020, Romance) Ryan 
Paevey, Donna Benedicto, Taylor Cole. 

< A Winning Team (2023, Romance) Kristoffer 
Polaha, Marci T. House, Nadia Hatta. 

Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(4:30) <++ Independence Day: Resurgence (‘16, 
Sci-Fi) Jeff Goldblum, Liam Hemsworth. 

<++ Trolls World Tour (2020, Animated) (P) <+ Dolittle (2020, Children) Antonio Banderas,
Michael Sheen, Robert Downey Jr.. (P) 

(:15) <++ Warcraft (2016, Fantasy) Paula Patton, 
Ben Foster, Travis Fimmel. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Friends NCAA Pre-Game (L) (N) Men's Bask. (L) (N) (:45) 2023 NCAA Men's Basketball Tournament (L) (N) Post Game (L) (N) American 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(3:00) < 
Pitch Per... 

<++ Pitch Perfect 2 (2015) Rebel Wilson, Hailee Steinfeld,
Anna Kendrick. 

<+++ Beauty and the Beast (2017, Children) Dan Stevens,
Luke Evans, Emma Watson. 

(:45) <+++ Beauty and the Beast (2017, Children) Dan 
Stevens, Luke Evans, Emma Watson. 

AMC  45  131 254 
<++++ Goodfellas (1990) Ray Liotta, Joe Pesci, Robert De Niro. <+++ The Fugitive (1993, Thriller) Tom Lee Jones, Sela Ward, Harrison 

Ford. 
<+++ Clear and Present Danger (1994, Thriller) 
Willem Dafoe, Anne Archer, Harrison Ford. 

COM  47  107 249 The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office Daily Show Digman! South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(3:30) UEFA Qual. Italy 
vs. England (L) (N) 

NASCAR Race Hub (L)
(N) 

2024 UEFA Euro Qualifying Italy vs. England
Group C. 

SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

TMZ 
Sports 

Uefa European UEFA Qual. 

WGN  53   307 Rush Hour (L) (N) Rush Hour (L) (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Law Order: CI Law Order: CI Law CI "Enemy Within" Grown & Gospel Grown & Gospel (N) Omega "Chapter 4" (N) Grown & Gospel Grown & Gospel

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Restaurant: Im. (N) Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 (4:00) <++++ The Shawshank Redemption Top Chef Top Chef Top Chef (N) WatchWhat (:45) <++++ The Shawshank Redemption Tim Robbins. 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Loud House OddParents Slimetime SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Big City Big City Ladybug Ladybug Hamster & Big City Big City Marvel's Raven Raven Big City Hamster & Ladybug Ladybug Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy The Office The Office The Office The Office

"Nepotism"
The Office 
"Nepotism" 

The Office Good Trbl "It Was Not 
Your Fault But Mine" (N)

The 700 Club The Office The Office 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:35) <+++ The Bob's 
Burgers Movie 

(:20) <+ Tammy (2014, Comedy) Susan Sarandon,
Kathy Bates, Melissa McCarthy. 

<+++ The Menu (‘22, Hor) Anya 
Taylor-Joy, Ralph Fiennes. 

(:50) Perry Mason
"Chapter Eleven" 

(:45) <+++ The Many Saints of Newark (2021)
Leslie Odom Jr., Vera Farmiga, Alessandro Nivola. 

(:50) < Milk 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:35) < Knock Knock 
(‘15, Thril) Keanu Reeves. 

(:15) <++ Non-Stop (2014, Action) Julianne 
Moore, Anson Mount, Liam Neeson. 

<++ Eagle Eye (2008, Action) Michelle 
Monaghan, Rosario Dawson, Shia LaBeouf. 

<++ Conan the Barbarian (‘11, 
Adv) Rachel Nichols, Jason Momoa. 

(:50) <++ Bringing Down the 
House (‘03, Com) Steve Martin. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:45) <+++ Flags of Our Fathers (2006, War)
Jesse Bradford, Adam Beach, Ryan Phillippe. 

Waco "Operation 
Showtime" 

<+++ X (2022, Horror) Jenna Ortega, Martin 
Henderson, Mia Goth. 

Your Honor "Part 
Twenty" 

All Access <++ Paid in Full (‘02) Mekhi Phifer, 
Kevin Carroll, Wood Harris. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:40) < The Challenger 
(‘15, Dra) Kent Moran. 

(:15) <+ Hard Rain (1998, Action) Christian Slater,
Randy Quaid, Morgan Freeman. 

<++ Terminator Genisys (2015, Sci-Fi) Jason 
Clarke, Emilia Clarke, Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

(:10) <++ Hotel Artemis (‘18, Act)
Sterling K. Brown, Jodie Foster. 

(:45) < Crawlspace (‘22, Thril) Bradley 
Stryker, Henry Thomas. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q: It is disturbing to 
watch the plummeting of 
the culture as it rages one 
against the other, defying 
tradition, religion, and 
basic manners. Is it just 
me, or do people seem 
much more self-indul-
gent than ever before? 
Has society invented this 
strange environment or 
is “me-centered” self-
inflicted? Where does all 
of this come from? – S.I.

A: The modern phi-
losophy of self-reliance 
and self-sufficiency has 
caused many to believe 
that man can make the 
grade without God. 
“Religion,” they argue, 
“may be all right for cer-
tain emotional people, 
but you can’t beat a man 
who believes in himself.”

Perhaps because of 

technology, we know 
more about societ-
ies than ever before. 
The wise King Solo-
mon wrote that there 
is nothing new under 

the sun. Many recall the 
Austrian neurologist and 
founder of psychoanaly-
sis, Dr. Sigmund Freud, 
who said that religion is 
the universal obsessional 
neurosis. Such a self-con-
fident generation produc-
es more alcoholics, more 
drug addicts, more crimi-
nals, more wars, more 
broken homes, more 
assaults, more embezzle-
ment, more murders, and 
more suicides. The time 
has come to turn our-
selves around and place 
less confidence in our-
selves and more trust and 
faith in God.

The Bible story of 
the rich young ruler who 
came to Jesus was so 
filled with his piety, his 
riches, and his greed that 
he revolted when Jesus 

informed him that the 
price of eternal life was 
to “sell out” and come 
and follow Him. He went 
away sorrowfully, the 
Bible says, because he 
could not detach himself 
from himself. He found 
it impossible to become 
“poor in spirit” because 
he had such a lofty esti-
mate of his own impor-
tance. All around us are 
arrogance, pride, and 
selfishness; these are the 
results of sin.

What is the antidote? 
There is only one passion 
that can help us control 
the many other passions 
that plague us: the pas-
sion to know and obey 
God.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

VEHICLES
Auto/Trucks

1994 CHEVROLET SUBUR-

BAN, 2500, 184,000 miles,
white/blue, 4x2, 6.5 turbo
diesel, new paint, loaded,
Reese hitch, trailer brakes,
original, 260-450-2432.

SERVICES
Services

LAWN CARE & LANDSCAP-
ING
Ethan's Outdoor Services LLC
is taking on new Residential &
Commercial accounts for
2023. We offer Lawn Care,
Landscaping & Landscape
Maintenance. Free Estimates.
260-827-7945
ethansoutdoor@gmail.com

ANNOUNCE YOUR SER-

VICES in the Bluffton News-
Banner line classifieds. Con-
tact the office, 260-824-0224,
125 N. Johnson St., or
www.news-banner.com and
click on local classifieds.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

LEARNING TREE ACADE-

MY Located in Ossian Unit-
ed Methodist Church 201 W
Mill Street Ossian, Indiana.
Offering both 3 day and 5
day classes with either an
a.m.9:00-11:30 or p.m.1:00-
3:30 option. We have over 20
years experience. Classes
are filling up fast so don't de-
lay. Either stop in and pickup
your registration paperwork
or give us a call.
260-622-0194
learningtree123@yahoo.com

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

BLUFFTON POLICE DE-

PARTMENT Now Hiring! The
Bluffton Police Department is
accepting applications for the
position of police officer. Appli-
cant must be 21 years of age
by close of application date,
but less than 40; have a high
school diploma; two-year col-
lege degree or equivalent (60
hours), or three years of work
experience in police related
field or an ILEA Basic gradu-
ate or equivalent. Must provide
college transcripts. Applicant
must possess and maintain a
valid Indiana driver's license
and responsible work experi-
ence. Applicant must pass a
background investigation, writ-
ten test, physical agility test,
oral interview, voice stress ex-
amination, required statewide
baseline physical and psycho-
logical examination and drug
test. Applications may be
picked up at the Clerk-Trea-
surer's Office, 128 E Market
St, Bluffton, IN, between the
hours of 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday or online at
blufftonindiana.net. If you have
questions about the applica-
tion process, you may call the
Bluffton Police Department at
260-824-3320, Kyle Randall,
Chief of Police. Last day to ac-
cept applications will be March
31, 2023

WE ARE HIRING

1ST SHIFT
COMPETITIVE WAGES

FULL TIME EMPLOYMENT

APPLY ONLINE AT
HTTPS://ALH-BUILDING.

COM

MUST PASS
DRUG SCREEN

MARKLE, IN

SOUTHERN WELLS COM-

MUNITY Schools are seeking
a full time Technology Support
person. Please contact Trent
Lehman at 765-728-5537 or
tlehman@swraiders.com.

LENGERICH MEATS IS look-
ing for a motivated and reliable
individual with great attention
to detail to join our team. The
position is for general labor
starting at $15.00/hr. Send
your resume to
Lengerich@frontier.com or
stop in and fill out an applica-
tion.

WANTED: A DEPENDABLE

driver to work and haul Amish
crew. Company will furnish
van. Call 260-450-3649.

FOR SALE
Pets

FRENCH BULLDOG PUP-

PIES 3females,3 males.Colors
- blue Merle,black brindle, blue
brindle and blue.Facebook-
Perfect French bulldogs
260-307-3490
angela46992@yahoo.com
https://m.facebook.com/groups
/ 281436650673060 / ? r e -
f=share&mibextid=S66gvF

REAL ESTATE
Home For Sale

102 CHURCH ST., Ossian,
spacious home w/much poten-
tial. 4 BR, 2 bath, additional 1
bedroom apartment upstairs,
$98,000. Call 260-760-1705.

Place a three day garage sale 
line classified ad and receive 

a free garage sale kit!

Lottery Numbers

Public Notices

Wednesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 03-10-15-16-

30
Lotto Plus — 03-04-13-

16-17-37
Cash4Life — 01-10-22-

30-36, Cash Ball: 01
Quick Draw Midday — 

01-16-20-22-24-27-28-31-
32-38-39-49-51-52-53-54-
64-65-79, BE: 57

Daily Three-Midday — 
09-02-01, SB: 08

Daily Three-Evening — 
01-01-06, SB: 05

Daily Four-Midday — 
04-03-01-09, SB: 08

Daily Four-Evening — 
03-09-07-01, SB: 05

Quick Draw Evening — 
05-09-16-18-21-24-25-30-
33-34-46-48-55-61-62-63-
73-76-77-79, BE: 16

Hoosier Lotto — 04-06-
12-14-37-40

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Friday): $302 million
POWERBALL

27-28-37-50-57 Power-
ball: 05; Power Play: 2X
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal, & Sunriser News Every Week!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Apr. deadline is Tues., Mar. 28!

For as little as …

$123
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal, & Sunriser 
News Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal, & 
Sunriser News Every Week!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Call 
824-0224 or 

622-4108 Call 
824-0224 

or 622-4108

Apr. deadline is 
Tues., Mar. 28!

Apr. deadline is 
Tues., Mar. 28!

Apr. deadline is 
Tues., Mar. 28!

For as little as …

$123
PER ISSUE

For as little as …

$123
PER ISSUE

$123
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal, & 
Sunriser News Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Apr. deadline is 
Tues., Mar. 28!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$123
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

SWISS
METALS LLC

Ag Panel and Standing Seam 

260-251-4366
7877 S. US HW 27, Berne IN 46711

MANUFACTURER OF METAL 
ROOFING, SIDING & TRIM

Complete Line of Sliding Door Accessories 
Roofi ng Accessories • Roof Boot

Outside Closures • Flovent • EM Seal 
Clear Skylight • Clear Ridge

40 Year 
Warranty

20 Colors in Stock

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

Primary 
Contracting, LLC

Decks • Roofing • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding
Remodeling • Storm Damage • Trim Wood Working and more!

Free 
Estimates

260-223-4276

Owner - Edwin Wickey Competitive Rates!

Decks • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding • Remodeling
Metal and Shingle Roofing • Storm Damage •Trim Wood Working and more!

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

Come See Us for Your CBD Oil Needs

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
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•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning
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Gerret J. Swearingen
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FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
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-OSSIAN-
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Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

Home Standby Generators
(Sales & Installation)

*Briggs & Stratton
*Generac

Brandon Glasgow 
260.228.1832

Solar
*Agriculture
*Commercial
Darin Johnson 
260.249.4446

Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

• Full Lawn Care 
• Demo/Junk 

Removal

• Tree Removal 
• Tree Trimming

918.370.3593
193 North Oak Street ext, Bluff ton

All Surrounding Areas 
24-hour service

D's Landscaping

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

Goods & services 
directory

MARCH 26-APRIL 2  - 
(Online Only Auction) - Lef-
fers Family Partnership, 
seller. Huge online auc-
tion. Outstanding modern 
and antique furniture includ-
ing Ridgeway grandfather 
clock, Amish made oak bed-
room suite and dinning room 
suite, wonderful curved front 
secretary, antique pump 
organ, feather weight sew-
ing machines, glassware, 
primitives, tools, wicker patio 
furniture, rare Victor III talk-
ing machine, designer home 
decor, household. Preview: 
March 28 and 30 from 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m., 12910 Tonkel Rd., 
Fort Wayne, IN. The Steffen 

Group Inc., steffengrp.com, 
260-824-3006.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND 
STARTS CLOSING APRIL 
7 - 10 a.m. EST - Secured 
creditors and various con-
signors, owners. Online 
only truck & equipment auc-
tion! Offering 400+ lots! 2012-
2014 Freightl iner M2106 
box trucks, dump trucks, day 
cabs, utility trucks, utility trail-
ers, 60+ various skid steer 
attachments, 40’ shipping 
container, tents, work bench-
es/tool boxes & much more! 
Preview by appointment, 
815 Adams Street, Decatur. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, kjauction.com, 260-724-
7402.
APRIL 9-APRIL 16 - (Online 
Only Auction) - Various 
consignors, seller. Large 
collection of antique console 
and table top radios, railroad 
items including early 1900’s 
map cabinet, antique and 
primitive furniture, coins, vin-
tage jewelry, Fenton, Lesney 
Matchbox cars. Preview: 
March 30 and April 6 from 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m., 102 South Jef-
ferson St., Ossian, IN, (Stef-
fen Group Auction Gallery). 
The Steffen Group Inc., Stef-
fengrp.com, 260-824-3006.

APRIL 13 - 6 p.m. - Adams 
County Commissioners, 
owner. Adams County 4H 
Park dining hall, 160 W. 
Washington St., Monroe. 
Land located on N 200E 
between US Hwy. 33 & 300N 
(both sides of road). 132+/- 
acres offered in multiple 
tracts, Washington Township, 
Section 13, Adams County, 
Decatur. Tract 1: 9.96+/- till-
able. Tract 2: 29.96+/- till-
able. Tract 3: 29.94+/- till-
able. Tract 4: 61.42+/- tillable. 
Land sold as individual tracts 
or any combination! Posses-
sion to be taken immediately! 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, kjauction.com, 260-724-
7402.
APRIL 14-APRIL 21 - (Online 
Only Auction) - Harkelroad 
Buildings, LLC, seller. 8,142 
SF multi tenant office build-
ing that has been well main-
tained. This building perfect 
for an owner occupant or as a 
multi tenant investment prop-
erty. Zoned R-3 with variance, 
paved parking, prime NE 
Allen County location.  Open 
house: April 11 and 18 from 4 
p.m. to 5 p.m., 3705 Rupp Dr., 
Fort Wayne, IN. The Steffen 
Group Inc., steffengrp.com, 
260-426-0633.

Public Sale Calendar

SUDOKU ANSWER

Alcohol & Tobacco Commission
LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

The Alcohol Beverage Board 
of Wells County, Indiana will hold a 
public hearing at 9:00 am on April 
04, 2023 at the Wells Carnegie 
Govt Annex Multi Purpose Room 
105, 223 W Washington St in the 
city of Bluffton in said county, to 
investigate the propriety of holding 
an alcoholic beverage permit by 
the applicants listed herein to wit:

RR9030513 Beer Wine & 
Liquor ‑ Restaurant (210) RENEW-
AL

JERRY REINHARD/ LISA 
OWENS 121 NORTH MAIN  Bluff-
ton IN

D/B/A B‑4
nb 3/23
hspaxlp

Public Notice
The City of Bluffton (128 E. 

Market St., Bluffton, IN 46714) 
intends to continue to discharge 
stormwater into the following 
watersheds:

Watershed Name
12-Digit Hydrologic Unit Code
Johns Creek-Wabash River
051201010801
Dowty Ditch-Wabash River
051201010802
and is submitting a Notice of 

Intent to notify the Indiana Depart-
ment of Environmental Manage-
ment of the MS4 entity’s intent to 
comply with the requirement of the 
MS4 General Permit to discharge 
stormwater run-off.

Please address MS4 Program 
Questions to:

Kelly White, City Engineer
Address: 128 E. Market St, 

Bluffton, IN 46714
Email: kelly.white@blufftonindi-

ana.gov
Phone: 260-824-0071

nb 3/23
hspaxlp

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF WELLS SS:

	 IN THE WELLS 
	 CIRCUIT COURT
	 CAUSE NO.

90C01-2303-EU-000013
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF 
JACK E. KOBER, 
DECEASED.

NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that 
Jack E. Kober was on the 16th 
day of March, 2023 appointed Per-
sonal Representative of the Estate 
of Jack E. Kober, deceased, who 
died on February 19, 2023, and 
was authorized to administer said 
estate without court supervision.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
office of the Clerk of this Court 
within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this 
notice, or within nine (9) months 
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this 
16th day of March, 2023.

	 Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court

Attorney for the Estate:
Timothy K. Babcock
Attorney No. 21526-90
DALE, HUFFMAN & BABCOCK
30 Premier Avenue
Bluffton, Indiana 46714
(260) 824-5566
Attorney for Estate

nb 3/23, 3/30
hspaxlp

NOTICES

REAL ESTATE
LOOKING TO SELL your 
Home? Save time & money, 
connect with the Top Agents in 
your area to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781 (I)

SERVICES

BECOME A PUBLISHED Au-
thor. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors Since 1920 
Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your 
Free Author`s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/hoosier (I)

DISH NETWORK. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-551-9764 (I)
CONNECT TO THE best wire-
less home internet with Earth-
Link. Enjoy speeds from 5G 
and 4G LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation, and 
data plans up to 300 GB. Call 
855-430-1496 (I)

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET. WE 
instantly compare speed, pric-
ing, availability to find the best 
service for your needs. Starting 
at $39.99/month! Quickly com-
pare offers from top providers. 
Call 1-844-961-0666 (I)

Services

Help Wanted
LUMBER FOR SALE

8/4 Bald Cypress, up to 17
inches wide; 4/4 Red Oak, 7+
inches wide; 4/4 Northern
White Cedar, very light weight;
Sugar Maple. Gould, 6565 S
000 Rd., Berne.

Miscellaneous



Page 10 • The News-Banner • THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 2023

• Full Service Lumberyard
• Kitchens - New Homes and Remodels
• Garages and Complete Pole Barn

Packages - Erected or Materials Only
• Doors, Windows and decks - Repair

or Replacement
• Free Roof Top Delivery with Shingle

Purchase

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

We Will

Custom Build

Any Size

Call for all your building needs! www.arnoldlumber.webs.com

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

Serving Southern Mich.,

Ohio, Indiana &

Northern Kentucky

Pole Buildings

Pole Buildings

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

arnold_lumber@yahoo.com

Check Us Out on Facebook260-724-3108 •
425 S. Winchester St., Decatur, Indiana     Hours: Mon.-Th urs. 7AM-5PM • Fri. 7AM-4:30PM • Sat. 7-11:30AM

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.
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Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.
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Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.
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Pioneer of gospel music rediscovered in Pittsburgh archives
By JESSIE WARDARSKI 

Associated Press
PITTSBURGH (AP) — 

Scattered in crates, dirty and 
difficult to read, the gospel 
music of composer Charles 
Henry Pace sat packed 
away, unorganized — and 
unrealized — for more than 
20 years.

Frances Pace Barnes, the 
pioneering music publisher’s 
daughter who remembers 
how he could turn a hum 
into a song, knew the crates 
held pieces of her family’s 
past. But she was not expect-
ing those decaying printing 
plates and papers to reveal 
an important part of gospel 
music history.

“I didn’t know it was 
going to be a legacy,” said 
Pace Barnes.

As it turns out, her father 
was one of the first Afri-
can American gospel music 
composers in the United 
States, and the owner of one 
of the country’s first inde-
pendent, Black gospel music 
publishing companies.

Today, the University of 
Pittsburgh is restoring his 

work from the 1920s to the 
1950s and cementing his 
place in the genre’s history. 
It was the curiosity of music 
historian Christopher Lynch 
that set the Charles Henry 
Pace preservation project 
into motion.

Long after Pace died 
in 1963, his music store, 
which was first known as 
the Old Ship of Zion and 
later changed to the Charles 
H. Pace Music Publishers 
located in Pittsburgh’s Hill 
District, was sold and his 
archives went with it. Even-
tually, the materials made 
their way to auction, and the 
university’s library system 
bought them in 1999.

The 14 crates sat for 
more than two decades 
before Lynch, who also is 
the project’s coordinator 
with the university’s Center 
for American Music, uncov-
ered the significance of 
what they held.

Lynch, who moved to 
Pittsburgh in 2017, was 
inspired to go through them 
after taking a tour of the Hill 
District — the city’s first hub 

of Black culture and art — 
and learning that a park in the 
area would be dedicated to 
Pace’s wife and community 
activist, Frankie Pace.

But his task was large. 
And in 2021 he began orga-
nizing, cleaning and deci-
phering the 250 printing 
plates and about 600 photo-
graphs that detailed Pace’s 
legacy.

Although the genre’s 
roots reach as far back as 
19th century spiritual songs, 
the lineage of modern gos-
pel music heard in Black 
churches today includes the 
work of musicians and com-
posers who emerged in the 
1920s.

Those pioneers include 
Thomas Dorsey, who is often 
called the father of gospel 
music, “giving the impres-
sion that he pretty much 
singlehandedly invented this 
style,” said Lynch.

But after digging into 
Pace’s early work, he says 
it was around the same time, 
or even a few years before 
Dorsey. This has helped the 
historians piece together the 

community of musicians 
who pushed gospel music 
forward as it began entering 
popular culture.

During this period, Afri-
can American gospel music 
composers didn’t have access 
to large publishing compa-
nies so Pace learned to do it 
all himself. Lynch says an 
important part of the archival 
work is restoring the true his-
tory and giving credit where 
credit is due since many of 
Pace’s most recorded songs, 
including, “If I Be Lifted 
Up,” are rarely credited to 
him, listed instead as “tradi-
tional songs.”

Pace got his start in Chi-
cago, creating his first pub-
lishing company where he 
worked on the early music 
of Dorsey. He also formed 
the Pace Jubilee Singers, 
which was one of the first 
Black groups to record gos-
pel music and perform on 
the radio. Soon after meet-
ing his wife, the couple relo-
cated on Pittsburgh’s North 
Side where Pace introduced 
gospel music in 1936 to 
Tabernacle Baptist Church 

as the music director and 
later opened their store in 
the Hill District.

The couple formed the 
Pace Choral Union, a gos-
pel choir of 75 singers at 
its inception and 200 at its 
peak. They helped estab-
lish gospel music across the 
city, performing at churches 
and events throughout Pitts-
burgh and western Pennsyl-
vania as well as weekly on 
the radio.

“I really didn’t realize 
until I was much older how 
talented my father was,” 
said Pace Barnes, who grew 
up working in his store.

The storefront, which dou-
bled as an office, sold gospel 
music and church literature. 
Artists, unable to write their 
own music, could come to 
Pace with an idea. He would 
arrange it, and then, print and 
publish the songs.

The storefront became 
a hub for some big name, 
traveling musicians like 
Louis Armstrong and W. C. 
Handy.

Pace was one of few 
people who knew how to 

fully print sheet music using 
photo negatives and metal 
plates mounted onto scrap 
wood. This was crucial to 
the expansion of gospel 
music in the U.S.

Frankie and Charles were 
also able to build a wide-
ranging geographical distri-
bution network of 301 stores 
across 29 different states. 
They also had a consistent 
list of more than 2510 mail 
subscribers who ordered 
from him directly.

In addition to co-owning 
the music store and singing 
in the Pace Gospel Choral 
Union, Frankie Pace earned 
a reputation as a strong com-
munity activist. She worked 
with various groups to 
improve education and hous-
ing conditions, and co-found-
ed a committee that advocat-
ed for mandatory community 
input on any future develop-
ment in the Hill District.

“This is history, and we 
are part of making history 
again,” said director and 
founder of The Heritage 
Gospel Chorale of Pitts-
burgh, Herbert V.R.P. Jones.

Ukraine: Russia hits apartments and dorm, killing civilians
By HANNA ARHIROVA 

Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — 

Russia stepped up its missile 
and drone attacks against 
Ukraine on Wednesday, kill-
ing students and other civil-
ians, in a violent follow-up 
to dueling high-level dip-
lomatic missions aimed 
at bringing peace after 13 
months of war.

“Russia is shelling the city 
with bestial savagery,” Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
wrote in a Telegram post 
accompanying video show-
ing what he said was a Rus-
sian missile striking a nine-
story apartment building on a 
busy road in the southeastern 
city of Zaporizhzhia. “Resi-
dential areas where ordinary 
people and children live are 
being fired at.”

At least one person was 
killed in the attack shown 
in the Zaporizhzhia video, 

apparently recorded by 
closed circuit TV camer-
as. Elsewhere, Moscow’s 
forces launched exploding 
drones before dawn, kill-
ing at least eight people in 
or near a student dormitory 
near Kyiv.

Ukrainian media showed 
several angles of the missile 
raining down on an apart-
ment building across the 
street from a shopping mall 
in Zaporizhzhia, producing 
a huge plume of gray and 
black smoke, with bits of 
concrete flying into the air 
as cars whizzed by. Videos 
showed the violent outcome 
of the attack: charred apart-
ments, flames and smoke 
billowing out of several 
floors of the buildings, and 
piles of broken concrete 
and shards of glass on the 
ground. Two children were 
among the wounded, said 
Zaporizhzhia City Council 

Secretary Anatolii Kurtiev, 
adding that 25 people need-
ed hospital treatment, with 
three in critical condition.

Zaporizhzhia city is 
about 60 miles from the 
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear 
Power Plant, Europe’s larg-
est which has come under 
threat during the war and 
has been shut down for 
months. The U.N.’s Inter-
national Atomic Energy 
Agency reported the plant 
had suffered another loss 
of a backup external power 
source. Its six reactors still 
need power to cool nucle-
ar fuel, and were relying 
on only a primary source 
Wednesday, the IAEA said.

Russia has denied target-
ing residential areas even 
though artillery and rocket 
strikes hit apartment build-
ings and civilian infrastruc-
ture daily. Russian officials 
have blamed Ukrainian air 

defenses for some of the 
deadliest strikes on apart-
ments, saying the deploy-
ment of air defense sys-
tems in residential areas 
puts civilians at risk. Rus-
sia sometimes also claims 
Ukraine is hiding military 
equipment and personnel in 
civilian buildings.

The war, which Russia 
started Feb. 24, 2022, has 
evolved in two main direc-
tions: a front line mainly in 
eastern Ukraine, centered 
around the city of Bakhmut, 
and periodic Russian missile 
and drone strikes nation-
wide. In addition, periodic 
— although unconfirmed — 
Ukrainian sabotage attacks 
have been launched across 
the border into Russia. The 
front-line fighting largely 
stalemated over the winter, 
with expectations of major 
offensives by both sides 
expected in more favorable 

spring weather.
Earlier Wednesday, a 

drone attack damaged a 
high school and two dormi-
tories in the city of Rzhysh-
chiv, south of the Ukrai-
nian capital, officials said. It 
wasn’t clear how many peo-
ple were in the dormitories 
at the time. The body of a 
40-year-old man was among 
those pulled from the rubble 
on one floor, according to 
regional police chief Andrii 
Nebytov, adding that more 
than 20 people were hospi-
talized. Video showed what 
appeared to be a bloodied 
sneaker and a green ball on 
the ground near a damaged 
building, whose top floor 
was ripped off at a corner.

The attacks occurred as 
dueling diplomatic missions 
were winding down. Japa-
nese Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida left Kyiv after 
meeting Zelenskyy to sup-

port Ukraine. Chinese lead-
er Xi Jinping left Moscow 
after meeting with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
about Beijing’s peace pro-
posal, which the West has 
rejected as a non-starter. No 
progress toward peace was 
reported.

U.S. National Security 
Council spokesperson Adri-
enne Watson noted the vio-
lent turn of events.

“Just one day after Russia 
called for peace, Russia is 
attacking Ukrainian homes 
as part of its brutal war,” she 
said in Washington. “What 
Russia is doing is horrific 
-– and we are committed to 
continuing to help Ukraine 
defend itself against this 
Russian aggression.”

The drone barrage and 
other Russian attacks on 
civilian infrastructure also 
drew a scathing response 
from Zelenskyy.


