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Doden pitches plans for
rural areas and teachers

By DAVE SCHULTZ

There are three candidates for the Repub-
lican nomination for Indiana governor. The
one that’s closest to home for residents of
northeast Indiana is Eric Doden.

The current U.S. senator from Indiana,
Mike Braun, is not running for re-election so
he can run for governor. The current lieuten-
ant governor of Indiana, Suzanne Crouch, is
seeking to move up to the governor’s office.

Braun is from Jasper and Crouch is from
Evansville. Doden, who has never held an
elective office, is from Fort Wayne.

Doden did run for mayor of Fort Wayne
in 2011 but did not win the GOP primary.
He has statewide government experience as
the former head of the Indiana Economic
Develooment Corporation.

Doden is familiar with Bluffton. He was
in the city the evening of March 11, in fact,
for a Right to Life event at the Wells County
Community Center at the 4-H Park.

He’s the only one of the three candidates
who has never held an elective office. He
certainly does not consider that to be a nega-
tive.

“I have been involved in state govern-
ment with (former Gov.) Mike Pence,” he
said during a telephone interview last week.

He says he brings “a fresh perspective and
new ideas to the equation.”

“We have a bold vision where we think
we can improve the lives of Hoosiers all
over the state,” he said.

Doden gives a lot of credit for his ideas
on government to Jon Costas, the former
mayor of Valparaiso (2003-19) who is seek-
ing to return to that office this year. Doden
met Costas in law school.

“He just really believes that the most
important thing we do is serve the people,”
Doden said. “Beyond that, he has taught
me about bringing people together to solve
problems.”

When asked why Hoosiers should vote
for him, Doden made note of three ideas he
is bringing forward as he runs:

e Support for smaller communities.
“We’re the first candidate for governor to
have a plan for our small towns through
the Indiana Main Street initiative,” he said.
“We spent more than $1 billion per year in
economic development. We’ve never had

Eric Doden of Fort Wayne, one of three candidates in the Indiana Republican gubernatorial pri-
mary, speaks to people at a Right to Life event held in Bluffton on March 11. (Photo provided)

a plan for the 2 million people who live in
our small towns. We’ll take $100 million
out of that $1 billion and put it toward small
towns.”

* More money to the Regional Cit-

ies Initiative. This program is something
Doden was involved with when he served
with Pence. “We need all of (Indiana’s)
regions to be successful, not just one or two
of them,” he said. He wants to take anoth-

er $200 million out of the $1 billion spent
on economic development to beef of the
growth budget for each region of Indiana.
“That will allow them (the regions) to
(Continued on Page 2)

Southern Wells is in the running for READI funds

By LISA ESQUIVEL LONG
Fort Wayne Business Weekly

The Indiana Economic Devel-
opment Corp. has approved
READI funding for a Topeka
housing project and repairs to the
Fort Wayne arts campus.

A preschool program at South-
ern Wells Community Schools has
also been approved.

Northeast Indiana Regional
Development Authority held
its regular meeting March 14

at the offices of Northeast Indi-
ana Regional Partnership in Fort
Wayne.

Representatives of Topeka had
requested $3 million in Region-
al Economic Acceleration and
Development Initiative funds in
hopes of building a $28 million,
151-unit housing development.
The Performing Arts sought $6
million for upgrades to the Arts
United Center designed by world-
renowned architect Louis Kahn

and built in 1973. The building
serves as an anchor of the Arts
Campus and is home to the Fort
Wayne Civic Theatre.

The total project, estimated at
nearly $30.24 million, will address
electrical systems and lighting,
mechanical and air handling sys-
tems, roofing, masonry, windows,
accessibility, efficiency and func-
tion, safety for employees and vol-
unteers, security for patrons and
performers, modern stage technol-

ogy and historic preservation.

“I’'m especially pleased to see
that one go through as quickly as
it did given the complexity of the
projects,” Ryan Twiss, executive
director of the authority told board
members. “...It’s money that’s
actually going out the door.”

A third project that’s been fully
approved for Southern Wells Com-
munity Schools Preschool inside
Southern Wells Junior/Senior High
School. Southern Wells requested

$59.,400 for that project, which
will require an additional teacher
and aide, furniture for the children,
technology for an additional class-
room, a playground area at the
high school, and safety measures
installed for both the high school
and preschoolers.

The authority is just waiting on
some more details from the school
district.

Twiss also updated the board

(Continued on Page 2)

Wells” jobless rate was
at 2.8 percent during
January, state reports

By DAVE SCHULTZ

Wells County had an unemployment rate of 2.8
percent in January, according to preliminary results
announced this month by the Indiana Department of
Workforce Development.

Wells’ rate is Indiana’s 14th lowest.

In an interesting turn of events, the counties of
northeast Indiana — which have been listed for sever-
al months as having among the lowest unemployment
rates in the state — actually had only four counties
under a 3.0 jobless rate. Two northeast Indiana coun-
ties, Lagrange and Noble, had the state’s highest unem-
ployment rates as they were tied at 5.2 percent.

Adams County had an unemployment rate of 2.5
percent, tied with two other counties for the state’s fifth
lowest jobless rate. Wells (2.8) and Steuben and Whit-
ley (each 2.9) were the other three area counties with an
unemployment rate under 3.0.

Other area counties were Allen and DeKalb, each
3.0; Huntington and Jay, each 3.1; Wabash, 3.3; Grant,
3.5; and Blackford, 3.8.

Wells’ unemployment rate in January of 2022 was
3.0, indicating a 0.2 percent change from year to year.

The lowest unemployment rate in Indiana in Janu-
ary, according to the DWD’s preliminary listing,
belonged to Boone and Hamilton, two of the “collar
counties” around Indianapolis, and Gibson County in
southern Indiana. All were at 2.3 percent.

The unemployment rate for the Fort Wayne metro-
politan statistical area, which includes Wells, Whitley,
and Allen counties, was 3.0 in January of 2023 after
being listed at 3.1 in January of 2022.

The numbers for the state of Indiana were 3.4 in Jan-
uary of 2023, seasonally adjusted to 3.1. Those num-
bers in January of 2022 were 3.3 and 2.9.

Nationally, the unemployment rate was 3.9 percent
in January of 2023, a number that shrinks to 3.4 when
seasonally adjusted. Those numbers in January 2022
were 4.4 and 4.0 percent, respectively.

daves@news-banner.com

China’s Xi to meet Putin in Moscow

By EMILY WANG FUJIYAMA and
JOE McDONALD Associated Press

BEIJING (AP) — Chinese lead-
er Xi Jinping is due to meet Vladi-
mir Putin in Moscow in a political
boost for the isolated Russian presi-
dent after the International Criminal
Court charged him with war crimes in
Ukraine.

Xi’s government gave no details
of what the Chinese leader hoped to
accomplish. Xi and Putin declared they
had a “no limits friendship” before
last February’s attack on Ukraine,
but China has tried to portray itself as
neutral. Beijing called last month for
a cease-fire, but Washington said that
would ratify the Kremlin’s battlefield
gains.

The Chinese government said Xi
would visit Moscow from Monday
to Wednesday but gave no indication
when he departed. The Russian gov-
ernment said Xi was due to arrive at
midday and meet later with Putin.

China looks to Russia as a source of

By KARL RITTER
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin
visited the occupied port city of
Mariupol, his first trip to Ukraini-
an territory that Moscow illegally
annexed in September and a show
of defiance after the International
Criminal Court issued a warrant
for his arrest on war crimes charg-
es.

Putin arrived in Mariupol late
Saturday after visiting Crimea,
southwest of Mariupol, to mark
the ninth anniversary of the Black

Putin makes surprise visit to Mariupol

Sea peninsula's annexation from
Ukraine, Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said Sunday. He
was shown chatting with Mariupol
residents and visiting an art school
and a children's center in Sevasto-
pol, Crimea.

Mariupol became a worldwide
symbol of resistance after out-
gunned and outmanned Ukrainian
forces held out in a steel mill there
for nearly three months before
Moscow finally took control of
it in May. Much of the city was
pounded to rubble by Russian
shelling.

oil and gas for its energy-hungry econ-
omy and a partner in opposing what
both see as American domination of
global affairs.

The meeting gives Putin and Xi a

chance to show they have “powerful

partners” at a time of strained relations

with Washington, said Joseph Torigian,

an expert in Chinese-Russian relations
(Continued on Page 2)

Study: Military pilots, ground crews at risk for cancer

By TARA COPP Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — A Penta-
gon study has found high rates of can-
cer among military pilots and for the
first time has shown that ground crews
who fuel, maintain and launch those
aircraft are also getting sick.

The data had long been sought by
retired military aviators who have
raised alarms for years about the num-
ber of air and ground crew members
they knew who had cancer. They were
told that earlier military studies had
found they were not at greater risk
than the general U.S. population.

In its yearlong study of almost

900,000 service members who flew on
or worked on military aircraft between
1992 and 2017, the Pentagon found
that air crew members had an 87 per-
cent higher rate of melanoma and a 39
percent higher rate of thyroid cancer,
while men had a 16 percent higher
rate of prostate cancer and women a
16 percent higher rate of breast cancer.
Overall, the air crews had a 24 percent
higher rate of cancer of all types.

The study showed ground crews
had a 19 percent higher rate of brain
and nervous system cancers, a 15 per-
cent higher rate of thyroid cancer and a
9 percent higher rate of kidney or renal

cancers, while women had a 7 percent
higher rate of breast cancer. The over-
all rate for cancers of all types was 3
percent higher.

There was some good news report-
ed as well. Both ground and air crews
had far lower rates of lung cancer, and
air crews also had lower rates of blad-
der and colon cancers.

The data compared the service
members with the general U.S. popu-
lation after adjusting for age, sex and
race.

The Pentagon said the new study
was one of the largest and most com-

(Continued on Page 2)
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Doden

(Continued from Page 1)

have success in growing their econo-
mies and jobs and retaining our kids
and grandkids to live in our communi-
ties,” he said.

¢ A teacher investment plan. “We
know that education’s going to be criti-
cal and we have a crisis brewing, espe-
cially in our small rural communities,
where we don’t have enough teach-
ers,” he said. “We know if we don’t
educate our children, that puts our
future at risk.

What Doden wants to do is to
allow teachers to be exempt from state
income and property taxes. Under his

Southern Wells

(Continued from Page 1)

on the $5 million request for the Lofts
at Headwaters at Clinton and Superior
streets. The project has been on hold
after rising supply costs left developer
Barrett and Stokely looking for more
financing. Its original projected cost
three years ago of $67 million has bal-
looned to $98.67 million. In recent
months, the Allen County-Fort Wayne
Capital Improvement Board approved
another $3 million for the project, and
the Fort Wayne Redevelopment Board

China’s Xi

plan, the state will replace the property
taxes paid by teachers which support
local government.

“It’ll be an average pay raise, we
think, of about $4,000 to $5,000 per
teacher,” Doden said. “And that has
been really well-received and people
are very excited about that.”

Doden was the first candidate to
announce his bid for governor, ahead
of Braun and Crouch. It does not both-
er him that they have experience in
elective office but he doesn’t.

“If outsiders like me don’t run,
nothing changes,” he said.

He notes that the 2023 Republi-

can primary for Indiana governor will
be the first such contested race in two
decades.

“We welcome competition,” he
said. “We think it’s healthy.

“We think it’s going to be a good
and robust debate, a very healthy
debate, a much-needed debate about
the future of Indiana,” he continued.
“We’re actually very excited to have
Suzanne Crouch and Mike Braun join
the race. We’re looking forward to that
healthy debate and discussion and we
think it’s going to be good for the state
of Indiana.”

daves@news-banner.com

added another $1.6 million.

The target to close on financing for
the project is this week, Twiss said.

The nearly $98.67 million mixed-
use project will feature a 6-story struc-
ture with 217 apartments, 15 town-
homes, 12,000 square feet of retail
space and a 651-space parking garage.

The authority has been charged with
$50 million in READI funds for trans-
formative projects in the Northeast
Indiana region that deal with down-
town revitalization, housing, workforce
growth and entrepreneurship. It sends

projects it has approved for final ratifi-
cation by the IEDC.

The money must be used by the
recipients by 2026.

The authority has been meeting with
other groups in case the Indiana Gen-
eral Assembly in session now approves
another round of funding as part of a
READI 2.0, Twiss said.

This story was provided to the
News-Banner by the Hoosier State
Press Association’s Information Net-
work.

(Continued from Page 1)

at American University in Washington.

“China can signal that it could even
do more to help Russia, and that if rela-
tions with the United States continue
to deteriorate, they could do a lot more
to enable Russia and help Russia in its
war against Ukraine,” Torigian said.

Beijing’s relations with Washington,
Europe and its neighbors are strained
by disputes over technology, security,
human rights and the ruling Commu-
nist Party’s treatment of Hong Kong
and Muslim minorities.

Some commentators have point
to a possible parallel between Rus-
sia’s claims to Ukraine territory and
Beijing’s claim to Taiwan. The Com-
munist Party says the self-ruled island
democracy, which split with China
in 1949 after a civil war, is obliged to
unite with the mainland, by force if
necessary. Xi’s government has been
stepping up efforts to intimidate the
island by flying fighter jets nearby and

Military pilots

firing missiles into the sea.

China has stepped up purchases
of Russian oil and gas, helping to top
up the Kremlin’s revenue in the face
of Western sanctions. Beijing appears
largely to have complied with U.S.
warnings not to give military support.

This week’s meeting follows the
ICC announcement of charges that
Putin is responsible for the abductions
of thousands of children from Ukraine.

Governments that recognize the
court’s jurisdiction would be obligated
to arrest Putin if he visits. Putin has yet
to comment on the announcement, but
the Kremlin rejected the move as “out-
rageous and unacceptable.”

Xi said in an article published Mon-
day in the Russian newspaper Russian
Gazette that China has “actively pro-
moted peace talks” but announced no
initiatives.

“My upcoming visit to Russia will
be a journey of friendship, cooperation
and peace,” Xi wrote, according to text

released by the official Xinhua News
Agency.

“A reasonable way to resolve the
crisis” can be found if “all parties
embrace the vision of common, com-
prehensive, cooperative and sustain-
able security,” Xi wrote.

The trip follows the surprise
announcement of a diplomatic thaw
between Iran and Saudi Arabia follow-
ing a meeting in Beijing, a diplomatic
coup for Xi’s government.

Xi wants to be seen as a global
statesman who is “playing a construc-
tive role” by talking about peace but is
unlikely to press Putin to end the war,
said Torigian.

Beijing is worried about “potential
Russian losses on the battlefield” but
doesn’t want to be seen to “enable Rus-
sia’s aggression,” said Torigian.

“They won’t spend political capital”
on pressing Moscow to make peace,
“especially if they don’t think it will
get them anything,” he said.
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Weather

Monday, March 27, 2023
(24-hour observations at 9:14 p.m. Sunday)
High: 35; Low: 14; Precipitation: 0.1 (snow)
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.94
feet at 8:45 p.m. Sunday

Wells County forecast

Monday: Sunny, with a high
near 48. Southwest wind 10 to 20
mph, with gusts as high as 30 mph.
Monday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 30. Southwest
wind around 15 mph, with gusts as
high as 25 mph.
Tuesday: Partly sunny, with
a high near 54. Southwest wind
around 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.
Tuesday Night: A 50 percent chance of rain. Cloudy,
with a low around 41. South wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts

as high as 25 mph.
Wednesday: A 50 percent chance of rain. Cloudy, with a
Cloudy, with a low
around 52. Breezy.
42. Chance of precipitation is 70 percent.
Friday: A 40 percent chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, with
Sunday: A slight chance of rain. Mostly sunny, with a
high near 58.

high near 55. Breezy.

Wednesday

Night: A chance of &

showers, with thun- b b

derstorms also pos-

sible after 2 a.m. b
D3 by d

Chance of precipita- b b

tion is 50 percent.

Thursday: Showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm.
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 62. Breezy. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 70 percent.

Thursday Night: Rain likely. Cloudy, with a low around
a high near 50.

Friday Night: A 40 percent chance of rain. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 36.

Saturday: A 20 percent chance of rain. Mostly sunny,
with a high near 50.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 33.
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prehensive to date. An ear-
lier study had looked at just
Air Force pilots and had
found some higher rates
of cancer, while this one
looked across all services
and at both air and ground
crews. Even with the wider
approach, the Pentagon cau-
tioned that the actual num-
ber of cancer cases was like-
ly to be even higher because
of gaps in the data, which it
said it would work to rem-
edy.

The study “proves that
it’s well past time for leaders
and policy makers to move
from skepticism to belief
and active assistance,” said
retired Air Force Col. Vince
Alcazar, a member of the
Red River Valley Fighter
Pilots Association, which
had lobbied the Pentagon
and Congress for help. Alca-
zar is on the association’s
medical issues committee.

The study was required
by Congress in the 2021
defense bill. Now, because
higher rates were found, the
Pentagon must conduct an
even bigger review to try to
understand why the crews
are getting sick.

Isolating potential causes
is difficult, and the Pentagon

was careful to note that this
study “does not imply that
military service in air crew
or ground crew occupations
causes cancer, because there
are multiple potential con-
founding factors that could
not be controlled for in this
analysis,” such as family
histories, smoking or alco-
hol use.

But aviation crews have
long asked for the Pentagon
to look closely at some of
the environmental factors
they are exposed to, such as
jet fuels and solvents used to
clean and maintain jet parts,
sensors and their power
sources in aircraft nose
cones, and the massive radar
systems on the decks of the
ships they land on.

When Navy Capt. Jim
Seaman would come home
from a deployment aboard
an aircraft carrier, his gear
would reek of jet fuel, his
widow Betty Seaman said.
The A-6 Intruder pilot died
in 2018 at age 61 of lung
cancer. Betty Seaman still
has his gear stored and it
still smells of fuel, “which I
love,” she said.

She and others wonder if
there’s a link. She said crews
would talk about how even
the ship’s water systems

would smell of fuel.

She said she and others
have mixed feelings about
finally seeing in data what
they have suspected for
years about the aviation can-
cers. But “it has the potential
to do a lot of good as far as
early communication, early
detection,” she said.

The study found that
when crew members were
diagnosed with cancer, they
were more likely to survive
than members of the general
population, which the study
suggested was because they
were diagnosed earlier due
to regular required medical
checkups and were more
likely to be in better health
because of their military fit-
ness requirements.

The Pentagon acknowl-
edged that the study had
gaps that likely led to an
undercount of cancer cases.

The military heath sys-
tem database used in the
study did not have reliable
cancer data until 1990, so it
may not have included pilots
who flew early-generation
jets in the prior decades.

The study also did not
include cancer data from
the Department of Veterans
Affairs or state cancer regis-
tries, which means it did not

Trump’s call for protests receives

capture cases from former
crew members who got sick
after leaving the military
medical system.

“It is important to note
that study results may have
differed had additional older
former service members
been included,” it said.

To remedy that, the Pen-
tagon is now going to pull
data from those registries to
add to the total count, the
study said.

The second phase of
the study will try to iso-
late causes. The 2021 bill
requires the Defense Depart-
ment not only to identify
“the carcinogenic toxicants
or hazardous materials asso-
ciated with military flight
operations,” but also deter-
mine the type of aircraft and
locations where diagnosed
crews served.

After her husband got
sick, Betty Seaman asked
him if he would have chosen
differently, knowing his ser-
vice might be linked to his
cancer.

“I flat-out asked Jim. And
he, without hesitation, said,
‘I would have still done it.””
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muted response from supporters

By ERIC TUCKER and
MICHAEL KUNZELMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Former Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s calls for protests
ahead of his anticipated indictment in New
York have generated mostly muted reac-
tions from supporters, with even some of his
most ardent loyalists dismissing the idea as
a waste of time or a law enforcement trap.

The ambivalence raises questions about
whether Trump, though a leading Republi-
can contender in the 2024 presidential race
who retains a devoted following, still has
the power to mobilize far-right supporters
the way he did more than two years ago
before the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at the
U.S. Capitol. It also suggests that the hun-
dreds of arrests that followed the Capitol
riot, not to mention the convictions and long
prison sentences, may have dampened the
desire for repeat mass unrest.

Still, law enforcement in New York is
continuing to closely monitor online chatter
warning of protests and violence if Trump

Florida estate, Mar-a-Lago.

on the sidelines.

is arrested, with threats varying in specific-
ity and credibility, four officials told The
Associated Press. Mainly posted online and
in chat groups, the messages have includ-
ed calls for armed protesters to block law
enforcement officers and attempt to stop
any potential arrest, the officials said.

The New York Young Republicans
Club has announced plans for a protest at
an undisclosed location in Manhattan on
Monday, and incendiary but isolated posts
surfaced on fringe social media platforms
from supporters calling for an armed con-
frontation with law enforcement at Trump’s

But nearly two days after Trump claimed
on his Truth Social platform that he expect-
ed to be arrested on Tuesday and exhorted
followers to protest, there were few signs
his appeal had inspired his supporters to
organize and rally around an event like the
Jan. 6 gathering. In fact, a prominent orga-
nizer of rallies that preceded the Capitol riot
posted on Twitter that he intended to remain
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Ronnie R. Gibson, 76

Ronnie R. Gibson, 76, of Huntington,
died Sunday afternoon, March 19, 2023,
at the River Terrace Estates in Bluffton.

Rebecca L. Johnson, 69

Rebecca L. Johnson, 69, of Ossian,
died early Sunday morning, March 19,
2023, at her residence.

Funeral arrangements are currently
pending with the Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home in Bluffton.

Funeral arrangements are currently
pending with the Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home in Bluffton.

IU Public Policy Institute study
strives to show the viability
of the state’s 1002 townships

By SCOTT L. MILEY
For CNHI News Indiana
(Terre Haute) Tribune-Star

The Indiana Township Association hopes
that results from a study will convince legis-
lators of the viability of the form of govern-
ment that has been in the Indiana Constitu-
tion since 1852, despite calls in the past to
eliminate townships.

“We banked on the belief that if we could
tell our story, who is doing what and where
and at what cost, the long battle might be
over,” said Deborah Driskell, executive
director of the association that represents
Indiana’s 1,002 townships. The study, paid
by ITA and considered one of its most com-
prehensive, was conducted through the
Indiana University Public Policy Institute.
Out of the study came 27 recommendations
ranging from mandating continuing edu-
cation for elected trustees and their three-
member boards to merging townships for
efficiency.

Township trustees are known for provid-
ing poor relief, cemetery maintenance and
fire protection. However, the study found
that trustees perform some nontraditional
programs including answering questions on
fence line disputes and removing noxious
weeds.

“Our study revealed that there were a
lot of services being provided locally that
had never been collected or documented
before,” Driskell said.

The study has been discussed in the legis-
lature, where there are currently three pieces
of legislation, down from an initial six, that
address township government. None calls
for eliminating townships as has been dis-
cussed in prior sessions.

One tied into the study would set up a
pilot program for the merger of townships in
Blackford, Crawford and Switzerland coun-
ties. Representatives in those counties con-
tacted the ITA regarding merging with one
another, officials said.

However, funding for the program was
axed by a House committee. The amended
House Bill 1355 now goes to the Senate.

Since 2004, there have been dozens of
legislative bills attempting to alter, if not
eliminate, township government.

House Bill 1355 is an attempt to bridge
many of those efforts. “There’s data to sup-
port that there are specific areas where
township government is very effective,”
said Rep Doug Miller, R-Elkhart.

“There’s also data to support areas across
the state where we don’t need four, five, six
townships in a county with a small popula-
tion.

“They could all merge and actually pro-
vide a higher level of service specifically
for police, fire and ambulance, based on a
broader tax base that they can use to help
ensure those Hoosiers get those three basic
services that they want and desire,” said
Miller, the bill’s author.

Rep. Chris Campbell, D-West Lafayette,
who serves on the House Ways and Means
commiittee, voted in favor of passing the bill.

“It’s very complicated to merge. This
just creates a conversation in a few counties
who’ll have that opportunity to work togeth-
er and see if that’s a potential possibility for
their community. It doesn’t force a merger.

“I would like to see the pilot move for-
ward just to see if this is something that we
could address in our state Instead of hav-
ing legislation every year that just wants to
completely take out our townships,” Camp-
bell said.

There have been township mergers and
consolidations in Indiana. In what is con-
sidered the first merging of townships,
Franklin, Needham and Union townships in
Johnson County merged last year into a sin-
gle township — Franklin Union Needham
(FUN) Township.

Among the township association’s 27
recommendations:

* Support townships that want to volun-
tarily merge by creating criteria to evaluate
if merging is appropriate and by developing
a program within the ITA to offer assistance
for townships that wish to merge. State
funding could be sought.

* Encourage interlocal agreements to
maximize the efficiency and effectiveness of
township services.

 Update statutes to remove challenges to
mergers. One answer is to allow varied tax
rates among merging units. Opponents have
said that a township with fewer taxpayers
would be forced to take on tax burdens of
a larger township; this recommendation
would ease that concern.

e Standardize guidelines for administer-
ing township assistance, known as poor
relief, which had a value of $49 million
statewide in 2021 mostly for housing and
utilities. The ITA study noted that many
services are not consistently reported to the
state.

e Simplify processes for townships to
form a fire territory, which is currently com-
plex with specific time limitations.

* Mandate annual education for elected
officials and critical staff; less than 15% of
townships reported board members attend-
ing training sessions offered by the State
Board of Accounts, the Indiana Department
of Local Government Finance and at ITA’s
annual conference.

Finding candidates for township offices
can be difficult; about 25 townships have no
trustee. Mergers can occur only if trustees
and boards concur.

Currently in the legislature, Senate Bill
182 would allow an easier process for a
township that does not have a trustee or
board to merge with an adjoining township.

“If we have vacancies in offices, obvi-
ously there’s no interest or ability to run;
therefore, it would be best to merge those
townships with a township that has lead-
ership and is willing to run both of them,”
Driskell said.

This story was provided to the News-
Banner by the Hoosier State Press Associa-
tion’s Information Network.

Prosecutors: Officer justified in fatally shooting man

FORT WAYNE, Ind. (AP) — A Fort
Wayne police officer was justified in fatally
shooting an 18-year-old man last year and
will not be charged, the Allen County Pros-
ecutor’s Office said.

Officer Andrew Fry shot Wyatt Beck-
ler on Nov. 2, and Beckler died of gunshot
wounds while in surgery at a hospital, the
Allen County Coroner’s Office said.

There’s no evidence of criminal liability

Mon.- Wed. 9-5 « Thur.- Fri. 9-6 « Sat

SPECIALS

Beef ChuckRoast...................$7.89/Ib.
Frozen Pork Cutlet..................$5.09/Ib.
Bacon & Cheddar Snack Sticks ......$15.60/1b.
BaconCheese ......................$8.29/Ib.

and that Fry “was justified in using force, as
he reasonably believed that force was nec-
essary to prevent serious bodily injury or
death” to himself or others, the prosecutor’s
office said in a news release.

The Fort Wayne Police Department said
in a statement that the department and Indi-
ana State Police have determined that Fry’s
actions “were consistent with department
policy and the use of force was reasonable.”

(Subject to change)

SidesciBecfAvailableaiMarketPrices

Whole or Half Hog........ _dressed weight

$2.99/1b.

www.lengerichmeats.com

PRICES GOOD Mar. 20 — Mar. 25, 2023

ARE YOU READY FOR THE
NCAA TOURNAIMENT;

Pulled Pork with or without BBQ sauce - Sloppy Joe - Smoked Pork Chops
Meat & Cheese Trays « Roasting Hogs  Homemade Chicken and Ham Salad

CALL IN ADVANCE FOR ALL SPECIAL ORDERS
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Hoosiers could benefit from EPA
proposal which would place

the first limits on toxic ‘forever
chemicals’ in drinking water

By ENRIQUE SAENZ
Indiana Environmental
Reporter

Thousands of Hoosiers
are currently drinking water
contaminated with toxic
“forever chemicals.” A new
federal proposal could soon
change that.

The Biden administration
announced a proposal to
limit the amount of six toxic
and persistent PFAS chemi-
cals found in drinking water,
the first enforceable regu-
lation on the chemicals in
their 80 years of existence.

The proposed national
drinking water standards
will require water systems
to reduce PFOA and PFOS
levels in drinking water to 4
parts-per-trillion, the lowest
amount that can be reliably
detected.

The proposal also targets
four other chemicals, PFNA,
PFHxS, PFBS and GenX,
also known as HFPO-DA.
The four chemicals would
be regulated as a mixture,
meaning water systems
will use a formula called a
hazard index calculation to
determine what level of the
chemicals pose a risk.

Water systems will be
required to notify the public
if levels for any of the six
PFAS chemicals exceed the
standards.

“It’s the resilient and
durable qualities that make
these chemicals so use-
ful in everyday life, but it’s
also what makes them par-
ticularly harmful to people
and the environment,” said
U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency administrator
Michael Regan. “We antici-
pate that when fully imple-
mented this rule will prevent
thousands of deaths and
reduce tens of thousands
of serious PFAS-related ill-
nesses.”

The proposal could lead
to cleaner drinking water
for Hoosiers throughout the
state, especially those that
are served by 10 medium-
sized water systems where
Indiana Department of
Environmental Management
sampling has identified
PFAS chemicals in treated
drinking water.

USEFUL BUT TOXIC

The six chemicals tar-
geted for regulation are part
of a family of thousands of
manmade chemicals known
as PFAS.

PFAS chemicals have
been used since the later
1940s to make products that
are resistant to fire, water,
grease and stains.

One of the first PFAS
chemicals, PTFE, was used
to make seals and gaskets at
a plant that produced weap-
ons-grade uranium during
the World War II-era Man-
hattan Project. After the war,
PTFE was used to make
civilian products like Teflon
pans and Gore-Tex clothing.

3M Co. created offshoot
chemicals PFOA and PFOS
in the 1950s. The chemicals
were used in other military
and civilian applications,
like Scotchgard fabric pro-
tector and aqueous film

forming firefighting foam.

Over decades, thousands
more PFAS chemicals were
created and used to make
products for many industries
at tens of thousands of sites
across the U.S., including at
least 150 in Indiana.

PFAS are sometimes
called “forever chemicals”
due to their persistence —
their ability to remain in the
environment without break-
ing down. That persistence
has allowed the chemicals
to travel around the globe.
PFAS chemicals have been
found in Mt. Everest and
Antarctica.

The chemicals have also
been found in the blood
of hundreds of millions of
Americans, staying there for
at least five years after they
are introduced.

They are also found local-
ly. Limited IDEM testing of
medium-sized water systems
has found PFAS chemi-
cals in the treated water of
Indiana American Water —
Charlestown, Rural Mem-
bership Water Corp. of Clark
County, Dubois Water Utili-
ties, Danville Water Works,
Rensselaer Water Depart-
ment, Canaan Utilities, B&B
Water Project Inc. in Mon-
roe County, Morgan County
Rural Water Co., North
Manchester Water Depart-
ment and Tennyson Water
Utility.

IDEM said it would
release results of PFAS
sampling at the state’s small
water systems this spring
and would test the largest
water systems this year.

The widespread pres-
ence of PFAS chemicals
is a problem for Hoosiers.
The chemicals have been
linked to kidney and tes-
ticular cancer, liver damage,
increased cholesterol levels
and high blood pressure or
pre-eclampsia in pregnant
women.

EXPENSIVE
UPGRADES

The EPA’s proposed stan-
dards will be costly, espe-
cially for small water sys-
tems.

A 2021 assessment by the
Association of State Drink-
ing Water Administrators

found that a 4-parts-per-tril-
lion standard for PFOA and
PFOS would cost the state
of New York $1.5 billion to
implement, or about $1.3
million per water system. A
further $78 million per year
would also be required for
operation and maintenance.

The Biden administration
planned for the change by
allocating about $9 billion
over five years for water
systems to address PFAS
through the 2021 Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs
Act.

The money was allocated
to help small or disadvan-
taged communities address
emerging contaminants, like
PFAS. The funding will help
pay for scoping, planning,
testing and remediation of
emerging contaminants in
source water.

The money will be
distributed by the states
through their state revolving
funds. The Indiana Finance
Authority will be in charge
of deciding which water
systems will receive the
state’s share of the money,
which is about $13.8 million
for the 2022 fiscal year.

The first projects select-
ed for emerging contami-
nant funding were chosen
in October 2022, before
the PFAS standards were
announced.

The IFA will first fund
Columbus City Utilities to
address 1,4 dioxane found
in some of the city’s drink-
ing water wells. The IFA
also selected the Wakarusa
Water Works, New Rich-
mond Utilities and Spice-
land Municipal Utilities to
address iron and manganese
in the towns’ water systems.

Communities have
already asked the IFA for
funding to address PFAS
contamination. The City
of Evansville has applied
for State Revolving Fund
money for a new water
treatment plant and PFAS
treatment.

This story was provided
to the News-Banner by the
Hoosier State Press Asso-
ciation’s Information Net-
work.
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FAMILY DENTISTRY
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YOUR SMILE.
OUR PASSION.
EVERY TIME.

Accepting many new insurance plans
including Humana and United Healthcare.
Always accepting new patients. Please call

today to schedule an appointment.

10045 North State Road 1 Ossian, IN 46777

(260)-622-4138

www.stillwatersfamilydentistry.com

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

FREE INFORMATION - FREE EDUCATION ON
ALL OUR PRODUCTS WE ARE FORMER TEACHERS

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE USTO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get |

FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall - 260-824-1618
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Where there’s life, there’s
hope. And | have Narcan.

I have something new that I want
to keep with me all the time. No, not
my car keys. Not my (own) medica-
tion. Not even my phone.

It’s true that all of those things
will more than likely be with me at
any given time. However, one thing I
will want to be sure is with me is the
Narcan medication I picked up when
the 24/7 dispensary opened for busi-
ness last Wednesday.

The call came in several days ago
that a box to make naloxone available in Bluffton was
going to be the subject of a ceremony. Could somebody
from the News-Banner be there?

Wednesday morning, my fellow reporter Holly
Gaskill, my only colleague in the editorial department
right now, texted me to be sure I’d be going to the gath-
ering. The way we’ve got things going on right now is
that I always work second shift and Holly comes in dur-
ing first shift. Since there’s only two of us, it’s easy to
figure out who’s doing what.

Anyway, I had read about naloxone — Narcan is its
brand name — and I know there’s been more than a
little bit of controversy about it. The package I have on
my desk while I’'m writing this states what it does right
on the label: “Overdose reversal.”

To summarize the controversy: Are we enabling sub-
stance abusers by making it possible to take overdose
after overdose of their favorite opioid while medics,
police officers, firefighters, and now the general public
can show up and give them another chance at life?

I understand that life is precious. In fact, the more I
scratched my head — and my tummy — to think about
it, I decided this much: I am firmly on the side of life.

I talked to Mayor John Whicker and to Police Chief
Kyle Randall last Wednesday. Is this a good idea or
not, that we make Narcan available to everyone? They
both understood the controversy, but it’s significant to
note that they were both there, a few steps from City
Hall behind the Community Thrift store on South Main
Street, to mark the opening of the dispensary.

I was there, too.

I stayed afterwards to talk with Chris Walker, with
Chris Walker, the executive director of Community
Care of Northeast Indiana, and Molly Hoag of Citizens
Against Drug Abuse, to about the project.

Walker, as I noted in the story about the site that
appeared in Thursday’s News-Banner, had a daughter
that nearly died of a heroin overdose. She recovered
and she’s turned her life around; she’s now working at a
church in Huntington.

What if no one was there to rescue the young woman
from an overdose? There would have been a very sad
mother, as well as other family members, and friends,
and for that matter, an entire community.

In the story, I summarized the argument for the
overdose reversal medication with simple observation:
Where there’s life, there’s hope.

So I now possess a package with the Narcan in it. It’s
been sitting on my desk until now. As I finish this col-
umn, it’s coming off of my desk and it’s going into my
bookbag/briefcase. If you come across someone who
may be a victim (and yes, that’s the term I am going
to use) of an overdose, and I happen to be somewhere
close at hand, I’ll have my naloxone within a few steps
of where I am. Just let me know.

I’m here to help. I’ve got Narcan.

daves@news-banner.com

Today in History

Dave
Schultz

By The Associated Press

Today is Monday, March
20, the 79th day of 2023.
There are 286 days left in
the year.

Today’s Highlight in
History: On March 20,
1996, a jury in Los Ange-
les convicted Erik and Lyle
Menendez of first-degree
murder in the shotgun slay-
ings of their wealthy par-
ents. (They were sentenced
to life in prison without the
possibility of parole.)

On this date:

In 1413, England’s King
Henry IV died; he was suc-
ceeded by Henry V.

In 1815, Napoleon
Bonaparte returned to Paris
after escaping his exile on
Elba, beginning his “Hun-
dred Days” rule.

In 1852, Harriet Beecher
Stowe’s influential novel
about slavery, “Uncle Tom’s

Cabin,” was first published
in book form after being
serialized.

In 1854, the Republican
Party of the United States
was founded by slavery
opponents at a schoolhouse
in Ripon, Wisconsin.

In 1952, the U.S. Senate
ratified, 66-10, a Security
Treaty with Japan.

In 1969, John Len-
non married Yoko Ono in
Gibraltar.

In 1976, kidnapped
newspaper heiress Patri-
cia Hearst was convicted
of armed robbery for her
part in a San Francisco
bank holdup carried out
by the Symbionese Lib-
eration Army. (Hearst was
sentenced to seven years
in prison; she was released
after serving 22 months, and
was pardoned in 2001 by
President Bill Clinton.)

‘Who’s “‘Who

A continuing series on how to contact government officials

School Boards

Bluffton-Harrison MSD:

Bruce Holland (District 2), president, 260-824-4308,

bholland@bhmsd.org

Mike Murray (District 1), vice president, 260-273-0717,

mmurray @bhmsd. org

Julie Thompson (at-large), secretary, 260-760-5631,

jthompson@bhmsd.org

Trent White (District 3), 260-341-1289,

twhite@bhmsd.org

Angie Sheets (at-large), 260-307-3462,

asheets@bhmsd.org

Northern Wells Community Schools
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A transgender bill time out

In March 2022, Gov. Eric Holcomb vetoed a trans-
gender athletics bill that quite possibly could end his
political career.

In his veto letter, Holcomb said that the legisla-
tion was a “solution” for a problem that didn’t exist in
Indiana. “It implies that the goals of consistency and
fairness in competitive female sports are not currently
being met,” Holcomb wrote. “After thorough review, I
find no evidence to support either claim even if I sup-
port the overall goal.”

The governor said the enrolled act fell short of pro-
viding a clear and consistent policy.

Last May, the Republican super
majorities overrode that veto by
wide party-line margins. In June,
in an act of retribution against Hol-
comb-appointed Secretary of State
Holli Sullivan, she was defeated for renomination at
the Indiana Republican Convention, with a number of
delegates telling Howey Politics Indiana that it was a
payback for Holcomb’s veto.

This past week, the transgender youth scenario was
again in the headlines. Senate President Pro Tempore
Rodric Bray assigned HB1407 to the Senate Rules
Committee and an almost certain demise. It was filed
by State Rep. Dale DeVon after a transgender child
had been removed by the Department of Child Ser-
vices following multiple reports that the child’s mother
was emotionally and mentally abusive.

The DeVon bill is one of around 150 such bills filed
by Republicans in the 50 state legislatures in a con-
certed effort to capitalize on transgender issues.

“All’s I'm trying to do is, in this bill, is to protect
parents from government’s overreach [in] taking their
children from them without having harmed them,”
DeVon, R-Granger, said on the House floor (Capi-
tal Chronicle). “I don’t know if this bill is the right
answer, but our government took that child away ....”

A spokesman said Bray “did not see a path for-
ward” for the bill, both because of concerns about the
policy and the ongoing lawsuit that will be heard by
the Indiana Supreme Court.

The Capital Chronicle covered State Rep. Wendy
McNamara’s floor testimony prior to House passage.
“I don’t think any parents should be separated from
their child and have an undue process to be able to
receive that child back,” she said. “But I also feel there
is a better route and way for this bill to go.” To fix this
wrong, she added, “it might put in jeopardy hundreds
of other kids in our system.”

As with the transgender athletic bill that was
vetoed, I spent a few hours trying to learn of the scope
of the issue. There is a compelling lack of data. It was
unclear how many DCS cases involve the removal of
transgender kids from their families.

What I did learn came from the Indiana Youth
Institute. It said 4.5 percent of Indiana’s population
identify as LGBTQ+, and 34 percent of the LGBTQ+
population has children. As of September 2020, Indi-
ana was home to 43,000 LGBTQ+ youth ages 13 to
17; 7.8 percent of this population comprised 3,350
transgender youth. According to Gallup and the Wil-
liams Institute, approximately 4.5 percent of U.S.
adults identified as LGBT in 2017 (about 14.65 mil-
lion people). This includes about 1.4 million people
who identify as transgender (0.6 percent of the U.S.

Politicking

adult population in 2016). In Indiana, 4.5
percent of Indiana adults identify as LGBT
(about 300,000 people). This includes 0.56
percent who identify as transgender (about
27,600 people).

According to a summary of HD1407 by
the Indiana Family Institute, the bill “would
elevate parental rights to a fundamental
right. It makes clear that parents have a

right to direct the upbringing, education, Brian
health care, and mental health of their child, Howe
and that the government of Indiana may not Y

interfere. The only

exceptions that allow govern-
ment involvement are legitimate
abuse and neglect. The bill clari-
fies several key areas that are not
appropriate reasons for government involvement.”

The ACLU of Indiana also weighed in, saying,
“This bill would make it illegal for child services
agencies to consider failure to provide a safe and
affirming environment to a trans youth when deciding
whether to remove a child from a potentially abusive
home. This bill attempts to capitalize on unfounded
public fear that parents will be ‘forced to accept’ trans
youth. There simply aren’t examples of Indiana agen-
cies removing children from homes for the sole reason
that parents didn’t provide trans-supportive care.”

While the number of DCS cases involving trans-
gender youth is a missing data set, the issue will con-
tinue to make headlines.

On the day that Bray killed HB1407, the Anderson
Herald Bulletin reported that a Pendleton Heights HS
counselor had been fired in “an apparent effort to with-
hold information from parents about student gender
transition decisions.” Kathy McCord was fired after
she brought public attention to an apparent effort by
the school to withhold information from parents about
student gender transition decisions, according to Scott
Underwood, editor of the Herald Bulletin. According
to school board member Buck Evans, McCord admit-
ted to being untruthful about whether she provided
Tony Kinnett with a blank copy of the gender support
plan and, according to Evans, did not “correct mis-
leading statements within his article, although she did
read it before it was published.” Kinnett wrote a story
about the Pendleton Heights controversy for The Daily
Signal, a news website funded by The Heritage Foun-
dation, a conservative think tank.

Board President Mike Hanna, responding at a
March 2 meeting to a pointed question from a parent
about whether a gender support plan exists, described
it as ““a work in progress,” according to the Herald
Bulletin.

The key phrases jumping out are DeVon’s (“I don’t
know if this bill is the right answer”) and Hanna’s
(“work in progress”) assertion from Pendleton
Heights.

There’s a great deal to sort out here, with impacts
facing transgender kids, perhaps the most vulnerable
Hoosiers among us, as well as their families.

Bray was wise to pull HB1407 and await more
information on the scope of the dilemma and its
impacts.

The columnist is publisher of Howey Politics Indiana at www.
howeypolitics.com. Find him on Facebook and Twitter @ hwypol.

Angie Topp (Lancaster Township), president
angie.topp@nwcs.k12.in.us 260-273-2224
Chad Kline (Rockcreek Township), vice-president
chad kline@nwcs k12.in.us 260-302-6252
Gene Donaghy (Jefferson Township), secretary
gene.donaghy @nwcs k12.in.us 260-437-9823
Corey Krug (at-large), member
corey krug@nwcs k12.in.us 260-273-7389
Traci Neuenschwander (Union Township), member
traci.neuenschwander@nwcs k12 .in.us 260-402-5924
Southern Wells Community Schools
Delora Schneider (Liberty Township), 260-442-4760;
Chad Roush (Jackson Township), 765-348-6234;
Andrew Pursifull (Chester Township), 260-273-8373;
Todd Fiechter (Nottingham Township) 260-413-7475

State should strengthen nepotism laws

It only took a few months in office
for Diego Morales to expose a need
for reform in state law, yet the revela-
tion has nothing to do with elections.

Indiana’s newest secretary of state
hired his brother-in-law as co-director
of the agency’s Auto
Dealer Services divi-
sion. The post pays a
cool $108,000 annu-
ally.

While Morales’
brother-in-law, Shawn
Grady, has experience in auto sales
at a Southern Indiana car dealership,
such a hire screams nepotism. Unfor-
tunately, Indiana’s laws don’t address
the situation.

Most close familial connections
are covered under the state’s nepotism
policy, but the rules do not include
brothers-in-law or sisters-in-law.

That needs to change.

‘Hoosier
Opinions

Regardless of how qualified a rela-
tive might be for a position, an office-
holder shouldn’t be allowed to hire a
family member. Doing so brings into
question matters of fairness, perfor-
mance and compensation.

Will the boss treat
the person he’s going
to see at the holiday
family get-together the
same as an employee
he or she might
encounter only in the
workplace? Will the boss’s evaluation
of his family member/employee be
swayed by the family relationship?
Can the public truly believe that an
employee’s qualifications trumped
other candidates for the job if the per-
son hired for a position is related to
the employer?

What about pay? Will a family
member/employee be paid equally to

an unrelated colleague? While report-
edly in our secretary of state’s case,
the pay rate is the same, who will be
responsible for monitoring each situa-
tion to ensure fairness?

At the state and local levels, Indi-
ana’s nepotism restrictions are too
lax. Government isn’t the family busi-
ness. It’s not a private venture.

Hires should be above reproach so
that the public can trust that office-
holders are bringing the best and
brightest on board. When an elected
official hires a family member, the
public has good reason to doubt the
decision.

These loopholes should be closed
by state lawmakers. It’s unfortunate
that those we trust to govern and lead
us even need such rules to be put into
place, but Morales gives us an exam-
ple of why such laws are needed.

Jeffersonville News and Tribune
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LIFESTYLES

Events at the Creative Arts
Council of Wells County,

428 S. Oak St. in Bluffton
260-824-5222

www.wellscocreativearts.com
creativeartscouncil@gmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
wellscocreativearts
Instagram: @creativeartscouncil

Creative Arts office hours — Monday
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Friday,
9 a.m. to noon.

Encouraging, presenting and promot-
ing the arts for the benefit of the entire
community.

CREATIVE ARTS SUMMER CAMPS

Registration is now open for four sum-
mer arts camps sponsored by the Creative
Arts Council of Wells County.

The camps are:

e Theater Intensive “The Wizard of Oz”
for youth ages 12-18. Auditions are April 29
and performances are June 16 and 17.

e Theater Intensive: “Disney’s Winnie
the Pooh” for youth ages 8-11. Auditions
are May 13 and performances are June 23
and 24.

e Summer Dance Camp, for ages 4-18,
to be held June 26 through June 30. Classes
are as follows: Intermediate Advanced Class
(Ballet 4, 5, or 6), 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. tuition
$350); Continuing Ballet (Ballet 3), 10:30
a.m. to 3:45 p.m., tuition $125; Ballet Basics
(6-8 year olds), 11:45 a.m. to 1:45 p.m.,
tuition $125); Creative Movement (4-5 year
olds), 10 to 10:45 a.m., tuition $75.

e Summer Arts Academy, for elementary-
school students.

For more information on the CAC Sum-
mer camps, visit https://www.wellsco-
creativearts.com/creative-arts-summer-
camps-2023

CREATIVE ARTS THEATER SINGS

Hits from your favorite musicals will be
presented April 21, 22, and 23 at the Life
Community Church auditorium.

An evening of musical entertainment
featuring your favorite songs from various
musicals with a cast of all ages.

Tickets, at $10 per person, go on sale

Ty

CREATIVE

ARTS

COUNCIL

OF WELLS COUNTY

March 8 at https://www.wellscocreativearts.
com/upcoming-shows-1

Performances will be at 7 p.m. Friday,
April 21; 7 p.m. Saturday, April 22; and 3
p.m. Sunday, April 23. The auditorium is at
428 S. Oak St. in Bluffton.

ONGOING ACTIVITIES

Creative Crew: Tuesdays from 8:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Life Community
Church. All forms of creativity are wel-
come — painting, drawing, needlework,
and more. Spend the morning working on
your craft and socialize with other artists.
Enter Door 1 or Door 10 at Life Community
Church. The creative crew meets in the café.

Readers’ Brown Bag Luncheon: Meet-
ing the last Tuesday of the month at noon at
Life Community Church; enter Door 10. All
readers are welcome. Call the CAC office
for more information.

Important Scheduling Note: Changes
can occur after Creative Happenings have
been published. Confirm dates and times
before planning to participate in programs
and activities.

Creative Arts Council activities are sup-
ported by memberships, sponsors and
grants from funders including Arts United,
a regional agency; the Indiana Arts Com-
mission, a state agency, and the National
Endowment for the Arts, a national agency.

When does travel brand loyalty
make sense for U.S. consumers?
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By SAM KEMMIS
of NerdWallet

Travel brand loyalty is
nothing new. Ever since
Texas International Airlines
and American Airlines cre-
ated the first frequent-flyer
programs in the late 1970s
and early 1980s, travelers
have been racking up miles,
seeking elite status and pour-
ing their airfare dollars into
brands that offer the most perks.

Yet sticking with a single airline, hotel
or rental car program comes with built-in
limitations. It means narrowing one’s com-
parison shopping, for one thing, which can
effectively increase prices. A person who’s
loyal to, say, Delta Air Lines might pay
$100 more for a flight on Delta in order to
earn miles and status. Is that trade-off worth
it?

“It has to be a really good deal for me to
fly with another airline,” says Joanne Herd
, travel advisor at Girasole Travel, a luxury
travel booking service , who has been loyal
to American Airlines for years.

She recently took a business-class flight
with Singapore Airlines because it cost
thousands of dollars less than those avail-
able on an American
Airlines partner.

“I almost regretted it
because I barely made
the status I wanted,” she
says.

Navigating these
trade-offs is particu-
larly fraught for semi-
frequent travelers, who

Sam may not travel enough to
. earn high-level elite sta-
Kemmis tus perks, but still want

to earn and use miles.

Collecting a few hun-
dred points from a smattering of loyalty pro-
grams might be more trouble than it’s worth,
yet sticking with one program can limit trav-
el options.

Here’s how to decide whether going
monogamous with a travel brand makes
sense.

BIG PAYOFFS FOR BIG SPENDERS

Travel brands like United Airlines and
Marriott maintain their loyalty programs
for a simple reason: They want to attract
big spenders, particularly business travel-
ers. To this end, loyalty programs will lavish
benefits on travelers in proportion to how
frequently they travel (and how much they
spend).

This might sound simple, but it affects
the value of these programs for ultra-fre-
quent travelers relative to leisure travelers.
For example, a traveler with the lowest-
level Hilton status will get about $2 back in
value for every $100 they spend, according
to a NerdWallet analysis, while someone
with the highest-level status will get about
$49 in value for every $100 they spend.

This is an enormous gulf, and highlights

how the juice might not be
worth the squeeze for low-
level status. Katy Nastro, a
travel expert at flight deals
website Going, emphasized
the same goes for airline
elite status, which dispropor-
tionately rewards high roll-
ers.

“It takes a lot of short
flights to even reach the low-
est rung of the ladder,” Nas-
tro said in an email. “So you may be fore-
going cheaper — and quite possibly better
flights — for the potential of a reward in the
future.”

Because the perks are so valuable for
very frequent travelers, it almost always
makes sense for them to maintain some trav-
el loyalty, even at the cost of convenience.

OTHER TRADE-OFFS TO CONSID-
ER

While limiting one’s loyalty to a single
travel brand can offer benefits for frequent
travelers, it also has hidden drawbacks.
Claire Sturzaker, who writes about travel on
her blog Tales of a Backpacker, began trav-
eling full-time seven years ago. Yet despite
her bonafide frequent traveler status, she
mostly avoids loyalty programs and the elite
status rat race.

“I want something different when I trav-
el; that’s why I travel,” she says. “I would
rather stay at a small guest house. I know
money is going back into the community
where I am, rather than a giant global cor-
poration.”

Sturzaker acknowledges that chain brand
hotels offer reliability and convenience, but
says those aren’t usually her top priorities.
And she likes to visit off-the-beaten-path
destinations, where no single airline alliance
flies. Instead, she tries to fly nonstop with
budget airlines whenever possible.

So, who should bother with travel elite
status programs? Those travelers for whom
they were designed — frequent business
travelers. Semi-frequent travelers who take
a few trips per year might see some benefit
from loyalty, but these perks are often offset
by the increased cost of limiting one’s shop-
ping choices.

And sticking with a single brand might
make you miss the most magical aspect of
travel — the unexpected.

“I stayed at a family-run place in a small
village in Honduras, run by a husband and
wife and three boys,” Sturzaker says. “There
was a power outage during my stay, so we
all just sat around and chatted. That would
never happen at a Hilton.”

This article was provided to The Asso-
ciated Press by the personal finance web-
site NerdWallet. Sam Kemmis is a writer at
NerdWallet. Email: skemmis@nerdwallet.
com.

REILATED LINK

NerdWallet: The best hotel elite status
program https://bit ly/nerdwallet-best-hotel-
elite-status-programs

Coffee with the FW Philharmonic Wednesday and Friday

Fort Wayne’s Crescendo Coffee & More,
by the Clyde Theater, is hosting two oppor-
tunities this week to have Coffee with the

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!

Philharmonic
The events are at 10 a.m. Wednesday,
March 22, and Friday, March 24.
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Zanesville News

We had some light snow
and maybe that will be the
last this year. We could
have used a lot less wind
this winter as it makes cold
weather unbearable.

We are getting ready
for the Easter Egg Hunt on
April 1, the Lions 5K on
May 27, and our big cele-
bration on Saturday, July 29
so mark your calendars.

The Easter Egg Hunt is
free on Saturday, April 1, at
the Lions Club ballpark on
3088 W. VanHorn Street.
The hunt begins promptly
at 1 p.m. and just a few min-
utes after, there are lots of
games for the kids to play
inside the clubhouse. The
hunt is for children up to
14 years old and the games
are for anyone who wants

March

to play them. The Easter
Bunny just may be on hand
for pictures.

In case of terrible weath-
er, we will postpone the
hunt until the next Saturday
which is April 8.

The Zanesville Lions
Free Library will be open
inside and out for you to
pick up some books to take
home. Games will be open
until 3 p.m. You will get
credit for two tickets for
every game you play and
that number can be used for
game prizes. You can pur-
chase our Pizza Hut punch
cards at the hunt also.

Martha Jean “Granny”
Thomas died March 5 at
the age of 94. She and her
husband lived a long time

by Melba Edwards

on the old Thomas prop-
erty just three miles south of
Zanesville.

All men and boys of this
area are invited to come
and join in on food and fel-
lowship for the final Men’s
Lenten Breakfast that will
be held Saturday morning,
March 25, at the Tower Life
Center on Wayne Street.
Breakfast is served at 8 a.m.
A short program will follow.

Don’t forget to get start-
ed on your family histories.
Hand them to me anytime.
I do have a few Zanesville
History Books for sale. I
have to charge $20 each for
them as the copies are more
expensive now. We did them
in 1976.
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DIRECTORY
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Ag Panel and Standing Seam

Roofing,Accessories,«Roof,Boot
Outside Closures « Flovent « EM Seal
(lear'Skylight’=ClearRidge

MANUFACTURER OF METAL
ROOFING, SIDING & TRIM

CompletellinelofsSliding|Door/Accessories

20 Coloys

‘_ En Stock
B

40 Year
Warranty

260 251 4366
.USHW 27, Be \'46

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican = gREg
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

HIDEAWRY

BEER=BOURBON

I URNINE
Dollar Off Drinks

Wickey Construction

Free Estimate on
Metal Roofing
& More

| 260-273-9776 |

(Excludes Pop)
WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K for our Events.

128 S Jonnson ST. *824-0455

L3
D's Landscaping
918.370.3593
193 North Oak Strect ext, Bluffton
o Full Lawn Care « Tree Removal
* Demo/Junk  Tree Trimming
Removal
All Surrounding Areas
24-hour service

JC

GARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models « broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

Sack:

ssociales

Sy, T

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

« Safe Money Ideas
+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

%o oFFice 260-824-1618 « Comer of Main & Market » Bluffton, IN

COUNTRY
PLACE apartments

408 Countryside Drive, Ossian

+1& 2 Bedrooms

« Laundry Facilities On-Site
« All Ground-level

« Private Entrances

« Equipped Kitchen

260622-6429

Virtual Tours Offered

OssianApartments.com

Come See Us for Your (BD 0il Needs
R Warren ?ﬁamacy@

(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor|
222 N. Wayne St.,, Warren e 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist » Melinda Daniels, RN

Locally Raised Meats

‘Wells County Adams County Steuben County
100% Pasture Raised Organic
Grass-Fed Beef Pork Chicken

Locally Owned & Operated
[=] By David & Cara Teeple & Family

\ 2035 Commerce Dr. Suite 207, Bluffton
260-824-3255
www.hoosiercreekfarmsllc.com

(Sales & Installation)
*Briggs & Stratton
*Generac
Brandon Glasgow
260.228.1832

Home Standby Generators

2740E. 200 N. « Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

r- INDIANA FARM
.

BUREAU INSURANCE"

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan

1307 Baker Place ¢ Bluffton, IN

NMidstates

ENERGY
Solutions

=

Solar
*Agriculture

*Commercial

Darin Johnson
260.249.4446

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In- -
FOO
Home Healthcare. S NAELA
Asyour guide through ™l
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

ELDER LAW

« Medicaid Planning « In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

Seamless
Sure-Flo’ite:
5” & 6” Continuous Gutters

Leaf Protection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

Primary

A

260-223-4276
Contracting, LLC Estimates

Decks * Garages ¢ Pole Barns * Siding * Remodeling

Metal and Shingle Roofing ¢ Storm Damage *Trim Wood Working and more!

Free

old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

.Home Remodel and Repair

kj "\Q Locally

A, Owned

[#Repair Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced

Concrete « Doors

Windows « Painting

Tile « Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1263
Jim Baker

Owner - Edwin Wickey =~ COMPETITIVE RATES!

<2 AMISH CREW | | A-1 U-Stor

will do roofing, siding, D Safe & Secure

remodeling, pole barns. B~ SelfStorage
Specializing in redoing 4 824-1846

~Safety Lighting *Clean Units
24 Hr. Access
*\Video Cameras
www.al-ustor.com &
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton
For as

little as .. 1 PER ISSUE

YOUR BUSINESS IN Call

824-0224
THENEWS-BANNER <. 4108

Apr. deadlineis
@  Tues, Mar.28!

www.news-banner.com or
www.facebook.com/news-banner
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Hurricanes take down
Hoosiers in 2nd round

By TOM CANAVAN
AP Sports Writer
ALBANY, N.Y.

(AP) — Isaiah Wong
and Jordan Miller led
a decisive second-half
spurt for Miami, which
beat Indiana 85-69 Sun-
day night in the second
round of the NCAA
Tournament to reach its
second straight Sweet
16.

Wong, the Atlan-
tic Coast Conference
player of the year who
was limited to five
points in a first-round
win over Drake, had

team was in trouble
early and called a time-
out less than two min-
utes into the game with
Miami ahead 6-0.
Miami didn't lose
the lead until Indiana
went on a 13-0 run
bridging the halves to
push ahead 43-40. The
game was tied at 49-all
when Miller, who spent
a great deal of time
denying Jackson-Davis
the ball, hit a layup
to ignite a 16-4 burst.
Wong hit two 3-point-
ers and Miller had
seven points during that

27 points and eight

rebounds for coach Jim

Larrafiaga's fifth-seeded Hurricanes (27-
7), the only ACC team left in March Mad-
ness.

Miller, who had seven points on Friday,
scored 19, while Indianapolis native Nijel
Pack had 10 of his 12 points in the first half,
getting Miami off to a fast start that allowed
it to lead most of the game and end Indiana's
hopes of a sixth national title.

Miami will face top-seeded Houston in
the Midwest Region semifinals in Kansas
City, Missouri, on Friday.

All-American Trayce Jackson-Davis
had 23 points and eight rebounds for the
Hoosiers (23-12), who have not been to the
Sweet 16 since 2016. Freshman Jalen Hood-
Schifino added 19 points and Race Thomp-
son had 11.

Indiana coach Mike Woodson knew his

siers to the

X
e
Franklin High School standout George Crowe went on to play

professional baseball and basketball after being named Indi-
ana’s first Mr. Basketball in 1939. (Submitted photo)

Hoosier Historia

What: In advance of NBA All-Star 2024, which will be
held in Indianapolis, the statewide arts partnership between
the host committee, Indy Arts Council and the Capital
Improvement Board gives Hoosiers in every county the
chance to vote for the top 24 players, places, and moments
in Indiana high school basketball history. The top choices
will be represented in artwork throughout All Star Weekend.

When: Voting lasts through March 23 How to vote: Go
to nba.com/pacers/ nba-all-star-2024-indianapolis/ hoosier-
historia

High School Calendar

MONDAY, MARCH 20
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, MARCH 21
No events scheduled.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22
No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, MARCH 23
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, MARCH 24

No events scheduled.
SATURDAY, MARCH 25
No events scheduled.
MONDAY, MARCH 27
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, MARCH 28
No events scheduled.

stretch.
Miami led 69-60

when Wong drilled a 3 late in the shot clock,
Bensley Joseph followed with a steal, and
Miller fed Joseph in the corner for a wide-
open 3 that made it 75-60 with 3:23 left.

BIG PICTURE

Miami: The Hurricanes shared the ACC
regular-season title with Virginia, which
lost to Furman in the first round of the
NCAA Tournament, and fell in the con-
ference tournament to Duke, which was
beaten by Tennessee in the second round
Saturday. Pittsburgh was eliminated by
Xavier earlier Sunday, making Miami the
lone ACC team.

Indiana: Woodson has taken the Hoo-

NCAA Tournament in both

years on the job. It might be tough next
year without Jackson-Davis, Thompson and
Miller Kopp.

SPORTS

Indiana women open tourney
with rout of Tennessee Tech

By MICHAEL MAROT
AP Sports Writer

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. (AP) — All-
American center Mackenzie Holmes
started Indiana’s NCAA title quest on
the bench.

She doesn’t intend to stay there long.

After watching Sydney Parrish score
19 points and grab eight rebounds and
her replacement, Lilly Meister, add
seven points and three blocks in the top-
seeded Hoosiers’ 77-47 rout of 16th-
seeded Tennessee Tech, Holmes said
she plans to return for Monday night’s
second-round game.

“It’s something we had planned for a
while. We’re trying to be cautious after
I got banged up in the Big Ten Tourna-
ment,” Holmes said. “I’m being evalu-
ated day by day and so we’ve got today,
tomorrow and then we’ll see Monday.”

Holmes missed eight games last sea-
son with an injured left knee and still
wasn’t 100% when the Hoosiers’ post-
season run ended in the Sweet 16. While
she acknowledged it was frustrating to
watch again Saturday, the Hoosiers real-
ly didn’t need her to advance through
the first round.

With Parrish playing her role,
Grace Berger adding 17 points, seven
rebounds, four assists and three blocks
and Meister and Alyssa Geary splitting
minutes in place of Holmes, Indiana
(28-3) looked the part of a No. 1 seed
over the final three quarters.

But the Hoosiers may need Holmes
against ninth-seeded Miami (20-12), a

62-61 winner over Oklahoma State in
Saturday’s second game.

“ I thought Berger was exceptional.
She led in every way,” Tech coach Kim
Rosamond said. “She was just tremen-
dous, especially in the first half.”

Maaliya Owens had 17 points and
nine rebounds to lead the Golden Eagles
(23-10), who had won their previous
eight. They just couldn’t hold up against
the bigger, stronger, deeper Hoosiers —
especially in front of a boisterous crowd
that topped the 14,000 mark.

The score was tied at 18 after one
quarter and Tennessee Tech took a 22-20
lead on Anna Walker’s layup with 6:53
to go.

That’s when the Hoosiers flipped the
game.

Meister tied the score with a layup,
Lexus Bargesser broke free for back-to-
back fast breaks and when Berger made
two free throws with 2:55 left in the first
half, Indiana led 37-22. The Hoosiers
took a 39-27 lead into halftime.

Tennessee Tech never got within sin-
gle digits again.

“We’ve always called it sharing the
sugar around here and this is a team
that’s unselfish, that’s balanced,” Hoo-
siers coach Teri Moren said after picking
up her 200th career win. “This is a team
that realizes it could be Grace’s night, it
could be Syd’s night, it just doesn’t mat-
ter as long as we get the win.”

BIG PICTURE

Tennessee Tech: Whether it was the
(Continued on Page 7)

Let the debate begin: People
invited to vote for the best
Hoosier basketball moments

By RYAN TRARES
Daily Journal
of Johnson County

Basketball is never too
far from the minds of Indi-
ana residents.

But when the calendar
turns to March, that round-
ball obsession ratchets up a
notch. The games, players
and rivalries defining Hoo-
sier high school basketball
have lived on for genera-
tions.

And over the next week,
people have the chance to
vote for the most impactful
of the state’s basketball tra-
ditions.

“We wanted to get some
healthy conversation going,
and nothing gets people
going in the state like bas-
ketball,” said Danny Lopez,
vice president of external
relations and corporate
communications for Pacers
Sports &amp; Entertain-
ment.

As Indianapolis prepares
to host the 2024 NBA All-
Star Game, organizers have
unveiled an intersection of
basketball, art and culture
they’ve invited everyone to
take part in. Hoosier Histo-
ria is an arts program letting
people take a nostalgic look
back at the state’s hoops
heritage.

Through March 23, peo-
ple can go online to vote
for the most important bas-
ketball memories in Indi-
ana history from a curated
slate of 50 players, places
and moments. Among the
options are two Johnson
County-focused memo-
ries - the Franklin Wonder
Five and George Crowe, the
state’s first Mr. Basketball.

The final 24 selections
will be the inspirations for
artworks displayed through-
out downtown during the
All-Star Weekend from Feb.
16 to 18.

“We have an irrational
obsession with high school
basketball. It defines our
childhoods and their experi-
ences growing up. Everyone
can remember being in the
gym for some big shot or
unforgettable player,” Lopez
said. “We thought this was
something to connect people

in 92 counties to All-Star in
a different way.”

Hoosier Historia was
unveiled in late 2022 as a
collaboration between the
NBA All-Star 2024 Host
Committee, the Indy Arts
Council and the Capital
Improvements Board. The
art project was envisioned
as a way to implement the
arts community into the All-
Star festivities, while mak-
ing sure the people state-
wide could take part in the
experiences surrounding the
game.

The host committee has
planned a number of initia-
tives in the lead-up to the
game, including awarding
grants for 24 Legacy Proj-
ects throughout the state.
Grant recipients had to
display ways the projects
would leave a sustainable,
lasting impact on local com-
munities.

More than $1.2 million
was invested across the
state, with projects impact-
ing more than 100,000 Indi-
ana children.

Hoosier Historia was
another include people in
the All-Star Game experi-
ence, Lopez said.

“All Star Weekend will
have something for every-
body. It will be a really fun
experience and we want
people from all over the
state to come downtown,”
he said. “But we also real-
ize that not everyone will be
able to do that. We wanted
to be sure people felt con-
nected to the game and the
experience in some mean-
ingful way.”

Organizers put together
a subcommittee to look at
the breadth of Indiana high
school basketball history,
tasked with the unenviable
responsibility of narrowing
it down to 50 people, places
and moments. The group
consisted of former Indiana
High School Athletic Asso-
ciation officials, coaches,
players and journalists who
have spent decades covering
boys and girls state basket-
ball tournaments in Indiana.

They poured over differ-
ent moments before win-
nowing down their list to

“We knew that ulti-
mately, the credibility of the
thing hinged on who par-
ticipated in it,” Lopez said.
“We weren’t going to create
that internally; we wanted to
have voices who have lived
through these experiences.”

Some of the choices
were no brainers - the Milan
Miracle, or Crispus Attucks
becoming the first Black
team to win a state cham-
pionship anywhere in the
country. Legendary coaches
and players such as John
Wooden, Larry Bird and
Oscar Robertson were rec-
ognized.

But the choices also
include stories that may be
famous in the communities
where they happen, but not
everyone knows about.

Among those are John-
son County’s two entries.

The Franklin Wonder
Five were the first of only
two teams in Indiana his-
tory to win three consecu-
tive state championships,
which they did from 1920
to 1922. They went on to
all play for Franklin Col-
lege, where they had one
undefeated season and won
two state collegiate cham-
pionships.

In 1939, George Crowe
of Franklin High School
became the very first Mr.
Basketball in state history.
Crowe, who was Black,
attended what is now the
University of Indianapo-
lis and served in the U.S.
Army in World War II
before going on to play 14
years of professional base-
ball, including stops in
the minor leagues and the
Negro League before play-
ing several seasons in Major
League Baseball.

People are able to go
onto the Hoosier Historia
website and vote as many
times as they want for their

favorite memories. The final
24 selections, which will be
announced on March 24,
will be used as inspiration
for artists around the state to
create sculptures that will be
displayed downtown during
NBA All-Star 2024.

The contest is fun, and a
way to fall down the rabbit
hole of basketball history,
Lopez said. But organizers
also hope that it sparks some
curiosity about little-known
Hoosier heritage.

“When you get on there
and read through the stories,
I think everyone is going
to learn something,” Lopez
said. “There are things
on there that you may not
know, or you thought you
knew. Hopefully, it’s some-
thing fun that prompts you
to do more research.”

This story was provided
to the News-Banner by the
Hoosier State Press Asso-
ciation’s Information Net-
work.

STAG

BAR & GRILL
SPECIALS

SHRIMP PO BOY

Tues., Mar. 21 - Wed., Mar. 22

'CRAB CAKES

Fri, Mar. 24 - Sat., Mar. 25

205 W. MARKET ST.
BLUFFTON, IN

MON-SAT 7AM - 3AM
CLOSED SUNDAY

<) FCC (ADAMS), LLC

| - Berne, IN
TEXT TO APPLY! 1-866-902-0138

» Replace Broken Springs and James Fisher - Owner
Carl Fisher - Sales

Cables on All Makes

e Replace or Repair Doors and
Openers on All Makes

e Residential & Commercial

Bluffton

Serving Surrounding Counties

824-3262




SPORTS

BASKETBALL
High School

Saturday Boys’ Scores
Semi-States

Championship

Class 4A

Michigan City

Kokomo 58, Penn 54

New Castle

Indpls Ben Davis 66, Brownsburg 38
Class 3A

Elkhart

NorthWood 51, Delta 36

Seymou

Guerin Cathollc 56, Scottsburg 40
Class 2A

Logansport

Ft. Wayne Blackhawk 75, Cass 58
Southport

Linton 64, Brownstown 56

Class 1A

Lafayette Jeff

Southwood 64, Michigan City Mar-
quette 56

Washington

Indpls Lutheran 55, Rock Creek Acad-
emy 47

Semifinal

Class 4A

Michigan City

Kokomo 73, Ft. Wayne Wayne 51
Penn 108, Hammond Central 70
New Castle

Brownsburg 51, Jennings Co. 47
Indpls Ben Davis 78, Bloomington
North 55

Class 3A

Elkhart

Delta 50, Glenn 47

NorthWood 53, Ft. Wayne Dwenger 43
Seymour

Guerin Catholic 58, Beech Grove 46
Scottsburg 47, N. Daviess 45
Class 2A

Logansport

Cass 59, Wapahani 54

Ft. Wayne Blackhawk 88, Gary 21st
Century 82

Southport

Brownstown 56, Indpls Scecina 42
Linton 87, Parke Heritage 59

Class 1A

Lafayette Jeff

Michigan City Marquette 55, Kouts 50
Southwood 63, Fountain Central 57
Washington

Indpls Lutheran 67, Loogootee 66
Rock Creek Academy 58, Jac-Cen-
Del 47

College
Men’s Scores Sunday, Mar. 19
NCAA Tournament
Miami 85, Indiana 69
UConn 70, Saint Mary'’s (Cal.) 55
FAU 78, Fairleigh Dickinson 70
Kansas St. 75, Kentucky 69
Xavier 84, Pittsburgh 73
Michigan St. 69, Marquette 60
Creighton 85, Baylor 76
Gonzaga 87, TCU 84
NIT
Rice 84, Duquesne 78
Oregon 68, UCF 54
North Texas 75, Sam Houston St. 55
Oklahoma St. 71, E. Washington 60
Radford 72, Tarleton St. 70, OT
Wisconsin 75, Liberty 71
E. Kentucky 91, Cleveland St. 75, OT
Milwaukee 87, Stetson 83, OT
UAB 77, Morehead St. 59

Men’s Scores Saturday, Mar. 18
NCAA Tournament

Alabama 73, Maryland 51
Charlotte 65, W. Carolina 56
Tennessee 65, Duke 52
Vanderbilt 66, Michigan 65
Arkansas 72, Kansas 71
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Princeton 78, Missouri 63
Houston 81, Auburn 64
Texas 71, Penn St. 66

San Diego St. 75, Furman 52
UCLA 68, Northwestern 63

NIT

San Jose St. 77, S. Indiana 52
S. Utah 72, North Alabama 50
Indiana St. 67, SC-Upstate 62
Charlotte 65, W. Carolina 56
Cincinnati 79, Hofstra 65

Women’s Scores, Sunday Mar. 19
NCAA Tournament

Indiana 77, Tennessee Tech 47
Tennessee 95, Saint Louis 50
Ohio State 80, James Madison 66
Miami 62, Oklahoma St. 61
Florida Gulf Coast 74, Washington
St. 63

UConn 95, Vermont 52

Toledo 80, lowa St. 73

North Carolina 61, St. John’s 59
Villanova 76, Cleveland St. 59
Baylor 78, Alabama 74

Colorado 82, Middle Tennessee St. 60
Louisville 83, Drake 81

Oklahoma 85, Portland 63

Duke 89, lona 49

Texas 79, East Carolina 40

UCLA 67

Sacramento St. 45

Ole Miss 54, Stanford 49

Women’s Scores, Saturday Mar. 18
South Carolina 76, South Florida 45
lowa 74, Georiga 66

Notre Dame 53, Mississippi St. 48
Virginia Tech 72, South Dakota St. 60
Maryland 77, Arizona 64

Utah 63, Princeton 56

LSU 66, Michigan 42

National Basketball

Association
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

L Pct GB
Philadelphia 48 22 .686 —
x-Boston 49 23 .681 —
New York 42 30 .583
Brooklyn 39 32 549 9%
Toronto 35 37 .486 14
Southeast Division

L Pct GB
Miami 39 34 534 —
Atlanta 35 36 .493 3
Washington 32 39 .451 6
Orlando 29 42 .408 9
Charlotte 22 50 .306 16%
Central Division

W L Pct GB

x-Milwaukee 51 20 .718 —
Cleveland 45 28 .616
Chicago 33 37 471 1T%
Indiana 32 39 451 19
Detroit 16 56 .222 35%
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

L Pct GB
Memphis 43 27 614 —
Dallas 36 35 .507 7%
New Orleans 34 37 .479 9%
SanAntonio 19 52 .268 24%
Houston 18 53 .254 5%
Northwest Division

L Pct GB
y-Denver 48 24 667 —
Oklahoma City35 36 .493 12%
Minnesota 35 37 .486 13
Utah 34 36 .486 13
Portland 31 40 437 16%
Pacific Division

W L Pct GB

Sacramento 43 27 .614 —
Phoenix 38 33 .535 5%
L.A. Clippers 38 34 .528 6
Golden State 36 36 .500 8
L.A Lakers 34 37 .479 9%

x-clinched playoff spot

y-clinched division

Saturday’s Games

New York 116, Denver 110

Orlando 113, L.A. Clippers 108

Philadelphia 141, Indiana 121

Toronto 122, Minnesota 107

Chicago 113, Miami 99

Sacramento 132, Washington 118

Memphis 133, Golden State 119

Utah 118, Boston 117

Sunday’s Games

Denver 108, Brooklyn 102

Oklahoma City 124, Phoenix 120

San Antonio 126, Atlanta 118

Miami 112, Detroit 100

New Orleans 117, Houston 107

Milwaukee 118, Toronto 111

L.A. Clippers 117, Portland 102

Orlando at L.A. Lakers, late

Monday’s Games

Chicago at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.

Indiana at Charlotte, 7 p.m.

Minnesota at New York, 7:30 p.m.

Dallas at Memphis, 8 p.m.

Golden State at Houston, 8 p.m.

Sacramento at Utah, 9 p.m.

Tuesday’s Games

Washington at Orlando, 7 p.m.

Cleveland at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.

Detroit at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.

San Antonio at New Orleans, 8 p.m.

Boston at Sacramento, 10 p.m.

Oklahoma City at L.A. Clippers,
10:30 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games

Denver at Washington, 7 p.m.

Golden State at Dallas, 7:30 p.m.

Indiana at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.

New York at Miami, 7:30 p.m.

Atlanta at Minnesota, 8 p.m.

Houston at Memphis, 8 p.m.

Philadelphia at Chicago, 8 p.m.

San Antonio at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.

Portland at Utah, 9 p.m.

Phoenix at L.A. Lakers, 10 p.m.

HOCKEY

National Hockey

League

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA

x-Boston 6953 11 5111263 150
Toronto 6942 18 9 93237187
Tampa Bay 714223 6 90248218
Florida 693527 7 77242233
Buffalo 6933 30 6 72248256
Ottawa 6933 31 5 71218228
Detroit 683029 9 69201224
Montreal 7027 37 6 60198 262

Metropolitan Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Carolina 6845 15 8 98229177
New Jersey 704518 7 97246191
N.Y. Rangers 7041 19 10 92239 191
N.Y. Islanders7136 27 8 80208 196
Pittsburgh 6934 25 10 78223226
Washington 7133 31 7 73221219
Philadelphia 6925 32 12 62181229
Columbus 692141 7 49182267
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA

Dallas 7038 19 13 89243 194
Minnesota 7040 22 8 88210191
Colorado 684022 6 86226191
Winnipeg 713929 3 81216202
Nashvile ~ 6834 26 8 76191202
St. Louis 693133 5 67218252
Arizona 7027 32 11 65199 244
Chicago 6924 39 6 54175244

Pacific Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Vegas 7043 21 6 92231197
Los Angeles 7040 20 10 90239 227
Edmonton 7039 23 8 86274 236
Seattle 6938 24 7 83240223

Calgary 703124 15 77224217
Vancouver 693133 5 67234261
Anaheim 6923 36 10 56182281
San Jose 7019 37 14 52200269

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point
for overtime loss. Top three teams in
each division and two wild cards per
conference advance to playoffs.
x-clinched playoff spot

y-clinched division

z-clinched conference
Saturday’s Games

Colorado 5, Detroit 1

Winnipeg 3, Nashville 2, OT
Boston 5, Minnesota 2

Edmonton 6, Seattle 4

Carolina 5, Philadelphia 4, OT
Florida 4, New Jersey 2

Tampa Bay 5, Montreal 3

Toronto 5, Ottawa 4, SO

N.Y. Rangers 6, Pittsburgh 0
Vancouver 3, Los Angeles 2, SO
Dallas 6, Calgary 5, OT

N.Y. Islanders 4, San Jose 1
Arizona 4, Chicago 2

Sunday’s Games

Boston 7, Buffalo 0

Minnesota 5, Washington 3
Vegas 7, Columbus 2

N.Y. Rangers 7, Nashville 0

St. Louis 3, Winnipeg 0

New Jersey 5, Tampa Bay 2
Vancouver 2, Anaheim 1
Monday’s Games

Florida at Detroit, 7 p.m.

Ottawa at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Colorado, 9 p.m.

San Jose at Edmonton, 9:30 p.m.
Calgary at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m.
Tuesday’s Games

Carolina at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
Columbus at Washington, 7 p.m.
Florida at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Nashville at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at Boston, 7 p.m.

Tampa Bay at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Toronto at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30 p.m.
Arizona at Winnipeg, 8 p.m.
Detroit at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Seattle at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Calgary at Anaheim, 10 p.m.
Vegas at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games

Pittsburgh at Colorado, 8 p.m.
Arizona at Edmonton, 10:30 p.m.

BASEBALL
Spring Training

AMERICAN LEAGUE
w

L Pct.
LA Angels 13 7 .650
Kansas City 16 9 .640
Boston 12 7 .632
Tampa Bay 13 9 .591
Baltimore 12 10 .545
Toronto 13 11 .542
Chicago WSox 9 8 .529
Detroit 12 12 .500
Seattle 10 10 .500
Houston 9 9 .500
Texas 1 12 478
Oakland 9 12 429
Minnesota 8 12 .400
NY Yankees 9 14 .391
Cleveland 8 13 .381
NATIONAL LEAGUE
w L Pct.
St. Louis 13 6 .684
LA Dodgers 12 6 .667
Atlanta 1 9 .550
Philadelphia 12 10 .545
Washington 10 9 .526
Chicago Cubs 1 10 .524
Arizona 1 11 .500
Cincinnati 1 11 .500
San Diego 10 12 .455
Milwaukee 9 11 .450

NY Mets 9 12 429
San Francisco 9 12 429
Colorado 9 14 .391
Pittsburgh 7 13 .350
Miami 6 13 .316

Saturday’s Games

Boston (ss) 9, Baltimore 6

Tampa Bay 3, Boston (ss) 1

St. Louis 8, Detroit 4

Miami 7, Washington 0

Pittsburgh 7, Minnesota 4

Toronto 5, N.Y. Yankees 2

San Francisco 5, Chicago Cubs 1

Cincinnati 7, Oakland 1

Colorado (ss) 6, Kansas City (ss) 3

L.A. Dodgers 6, Chicago White
Sox 4

Arizona 6, Cleveland (ss) 4

Texas 6, L.A. Angels 2

San Diego 11, Milwaukee 6

Kansas City (ss) 8, Colorado (ss) 5

Atlanta 5, Philadelphia 1

N.Y. Mets 2, Houston 0

Cleveland (ss) 5, Seattle 4

Sunday’s Games

Atlanta 5, Minnesota 0

Baltimore (ss) 5, N.Y. Yankees 3

Washington 2, Detroit 1

Baltimore (ss) 8, Pittsburgh 0

Tampa Bay 1, Toronto 0

Boston 9, Philadelphia 5

Miami 5, Houston 4

St. Louis 8, N.Y. Mets 7

San Francisco 9, L.A. Angels 6

Cleveland 3, Colorado (ss) 1

Oakland 6, L.A. Dodgers 3

Chicago Cubs 5, San Diego 2

Texas 2, Seattle (ss) 1

Chicago White Sox 6, Seattle
(ss) 2

Milwaukee 4, Cincinnati 3

Arizona 13, Kansas City (ss) 2

Colorado (ss) 7, Kansas City (ss) 0
(5 1/2 innings)

Monday’s Games

Miami vs. St. Louis at Sarasota,
Florida, 1:05 p.m.

Pittsburgh vs. Boston at Fort
Myers, Florida, 1:05 p.m.

Tampa Bay vs. Atlanta at North
Port, Florida, 1:05 p.m.

Baltimore vs. Philadelphia at Clear-
water, Florida, 1:05 p.m.

Toronto vs. Detroit at Lakeland,
Florida, 1:05 p.m.

L.A. Angels vs. Cincinnati at Good-
year, Arizona, 4:05 p.m.

Arizona vs. Chicago White Sox at
Phoenix, Arizona, 4:05 p.m.

Cleveland vs. Texas at Surprise,
Arizona, 4:05 p.m.

Milwaukee vs. Seattle at Peoria,
Arizona, 4:10 p.m.

N.Y. Mets vs. Washington at Palm
Beach, Florida, 6:05 p.m.

L.A. Dodgers vs. Colorado at Scott-
sdale, Arizona, 9:40 p.m.

Tuesday’s Games

Boston vs. Baltimore at Sarasota,
Florida, 1:05 p.m.

Detroit vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa,
Florida, 1:05 p.m.

Miami vs. Houston at Palm Beach,
Florida, 1:05 p.m.

Washington vs. St. Louis at Sara-
sota, Florida, 1:05 p.m.

Philadelphia vs. Pittsburgh at Bra-
denton, Florida, 1:05 p.m.

L.A. Dodgers (ss) vs. Cleveland at
Goodyear, Arizona, 4:05 p.m.

San Francisco vs. L.A. Dodgers
(ss) at Phoenix, Arizona, 4:05 p.m.

L.A. Angels (ss) vs. Arizona at
Scottsdale, Arizona, 4:10 p.m.

Chicago White Sox vs. Milwaukee
at Phoenix, Arizona, 4:10 p.m.

Oakland vs. L.A. Angels (ss) at
Tempe, Arizona, 4:10 p.m.

Tampa Bay vs. Minnesota at Fort
Myers, Florida, 6:05 p.m.

Chicago Cubs vs. Kansas City at
Surprise, Arizona, 9:05 p.m.

Colorado vs. San Diego at Peoria,
Arizona, 9:40 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS

Sunday’s Transactions

BASEBALL

Major League Baseball

American League

BOSTON RED SOX — Acquired INF
Angel Pierre from Kansas City as the
player to be named later to complete the
trade of INF Adalberto Mondesi for LHP
Josh Taylor Jan. 24.

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Agreed to
terms with LHP Ben Holmes on a minor
league contract.

CLEVELAND GUARDIANS —
Optioned C Bryan Lavastida to Colum-
bus (IL).

MINNESOTA TWINS — Optioned
RHPs Louie Varland and Trevor Megill
to St. Paul (IL).

NEW YORK YANKEES — Reassigned
INF/OF Jake Bauers and OF Billy McK-
inney to minor league camp.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Optioned LHP
Tayler Saucedo to Tacoma (PCL).
TEXAS RANGERS — Optioned C Sam
Huff to Round Rock (PCL).

National League

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS —
Optioned INFs Seth Beer and Diego
Castillo to Reno (PCL). Reassigned
LHP Jesse Biddle, RHPs Jandel Gus-
tave, Zach McAllister and Brandon
Pfaadt, INFs Buddy Kennedy and Yairo
Munoz and Cs Dominic Miroglio and Ali
Sanchez to minor league camp.
ATLANTA BRAVES — Sent RHP Jack-
son Stephens outright to Gwinnett (IL).
PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Optioned
OF Cal Mitchell to Indianapolis (IL).
Reassigned INF Nick Gonzalez to minor
league camp.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Reassigned
RHPs Kyle Leahy and Ryan Loutos and
C Jose Alvarez to minor league camp.
SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Reas-
signed LHP/INF Ronald Guzman and
RHP Sam Delaplane to minor league
camp.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Named
Ricky Gutirrez run prevention coordina-
tor.

FOOTBALL

National Football League

DALLAS COWBOYS — Acquired

WR Brandin Cooks from Houston in
exchange for a 2023 fifth-round pick and
a 2024 sixth-round pick.

LAS VEGAS RAIDERS — Signed G
Jermaine Eluemunor. Released LS
Trent Sieg.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Signed G
Austin Schlottmann.

WASHINGTON COMMANDERS —
Announced the retirement of TE Eli Wolf.
HOCKEY

National Hockey League

ARIZONA COYOTES — Reassigned D
Michael Kesselring to Tucson (AHL).
DETROIT RED WINGS — Signed C
Antti Tuomisto to a two-year, entry-level
contract.

FLORIDA PANTHERS — Recalled G
Alex Lyon from Charlotte (AHL). Reas-
signed G Mack Guzda to Charlotte.
MINNESOTA WILD — Reinstated D
Jonas Brodin from injured reserve.
NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Recalled
D David Poile and D Jordan Gross from
Milwaukee (AHL).

OTTAWA SENATORS — Assigned G
Kevin Mandolese to Belleville (AHL).
Recalled G Dylan Ferguson from Bel-
leville.

SAN JOSE SHARKS — Assigned C
William Elkund to San Jose (AHL).
Recalled LW Andrew Agozzino from
San Jose.

Michigan State outlasts Marquette; 1zzo back to Sweet 16

By MITCH STACY
AP Sports Writer

COLUMBUS, Ohio
(AP) — Tom Izzo leaned on
star guard and native New
Yorker Tyson Walker to get
Michigan State to Madi-
son Square Garden for the
Sweet 16.

Walker, a fourth-year
player who grew up in
Westbury on Long Island,
delivered against Mar-
quette in March Madness
on Sunday night, scoring
23 points and punctuating
Michigan State’s 69-60
victory with a steal and his
first ever collegiate dunk
late in the game.

And Walker wants to
make sure his 68-year-old,
Hall of Fame coach has a
quintessential Big Apple
experience.

“It means everything,”
said Walker, who played
two years at Northeastern
before transferring to Michi-
gan State. “Just growing up,
seeing everything, playing
at the Garden. Just to make

IU Women

(Continued from Page 6)
fatigue of playing seven
games in 23 days, the 36
1/2-hour turnaround from
their play-in game win over
Monmouth or simply the
disparity in talent, the Gold-
en Eagles’ remarkable run
came to an unceremonious
end. But with much of the
roster back from a team that
made its first NCAA Tour-
nament appearance in 23
years and won its first tour-
nament game in 33 years,
coach Kim Rosamond can
build off the momentum of
this season.

Indiana: The Hoosiers
showed their expansive

SOSER&ESg,

Heatme & Air
824-0228

219E. Perry St. Bluffton

. . 7RO

ALLSEASON
SERVICE NEEDS

Condmomng Amertcam Stamdard.
MEATING & AlR CONDITIONING |

those shots, look over see
my dad, see how excited he
was. That means everything.

lot of credit goes to Mar-
quette and (coach) Shaka
(Smart) and how they

And T just played,
owe Coach too.”
some pizza Izzo
now. And a reached
cab ride.” his 15th
J oey \\“r regional
Hauser — a é semifinal
Marquette and won
transfer — r his record
had 14 points 1 6 t h
and A.J. Hog- March
gard had 13 Madness
as seventh- game with
seeded Michi- a lower-
gan State seeded
(21-12) took over in the last team — one more than

three minutes. The Spar-
tans advanced to the Sweet
16 for the first time in four
years and will play third-
seeded Kansas State in the
East Region semifinals on
Thursday.

“I’ve been in Elite
Eight games; I’ve been
in the Final Four — that
was as intense and tough
a game as I’ve been in my
career,” Izzo said. “And a

depth and just how solid
this overall defense can
play in Holmes’ absence.
While the additional rest
may keep Holmes healthier
over the long haul, Indi-
ana needs its best player
scoring points, grabbing
rebounds and creating
havoc in the post if it hopes
to win a national champi-
onship.
UP NEXT

The Hoosiers will be
chasing their third-straight
Sweet 16 appearance in
front of an Assembly Hall
crowd that could be even
bigger — and louder —
than Saturday.

Check Out Our
Air Conditioning |
or Furnace Units

Syracuse’s Jim Boeheim,
who retired after this sea-
son.

This one was particularly
meaningful. Izzo became
the face of a grieving school
where three students were
killed in a campus shooting
on Feb. 13.

“It’s been a long year,”
an emotional Izzo said in a
courtside interview. “I’m
just happy for our guys.”

Olivier-Maxence Pros-
per led second-seeded
Marquette (29-7) with 16
points and Kam Jones had
14 points, including three
3-pointers, for the Big East
champions.

Michigan State led by as
many as 12 in the first half,
but Ben Gold and Prosper
made back-to-back 3-point-
ers to help the Golden
Eagles close within 33-28 at
halftime.

Prosper hit two more
3s in the first minute of
the second half to give
Marquette its first lead of
the day. Michigan State
grabbed back the lead with
an 8-0 run and didn’t relin-
quish it.

Back-to-back baskets in
the paint by Hoggard and
then Walker, both times as
the shot clock expired, gave
the Spartans a 60-55 lead
with 2:20 left. Mady Sis-
soko then blocked shots on
consecutive Marquette pos-
sessions, and Walker had a
steal followed by a game-

sealing dunk with 39 sec-
onds left.

Marquette’s nine-game
winning streak ended, con-
cluding a season in which
the Golden Eagles exceed-
ed expectations under
coach Smart, who has
referred to 1zzo as a men-
tor.

Michigan State, mean-
while, finished fourth in the
Big Ten but appears to be
improving at the right time.

“We’ve still got some
dancing to do,” Izzo said.
“And we’re going to New
York. I couldn’t be more
excited for Tyson and even
AJ.,being a Philly guy.

“After watching the tour-
nament, it doesn’t matter
who we play, when we play,
where we play, or how, it’s
going to be a hell of a game.
And I'm looking forward to
it.”

BIG PICTURE

Marquette: Coming off
their first Big East Tour-
nament title, the Golden
Eagles dominated Vermont

in the first round of March
Madness, but Michigan
State was a much tougher
opponent. The Golden
Eagles committed 11 of
their 16 turnovers in the
second half, and those give-
aways led to 19 Spartans
points.

“I thought (Michigan
State) played with great
aggressiveness, particularly
early in the game and at
the very end of the game,”
Smart said. “And those two
the stretches were the differ-
ence in the outcome of the
game.”

Michigan State: The
Spartans came out of their
shooting funk after the half-
way point of the second half
and pulled away. They made
15 of their 17 free throws
after halftime.

UP NEXT

Michigan State’s next
opponent, Kansas State, is
making its first Sweet 16
appearance since 2018 and
first under coach Jerome
Tang.

Arkansas tops defending champ Kansas

By ERIC OLSON
AP Sports Writer

DES MOINES, Iowa
(AP) — Eric Musselman
and his players rushed
across the floor at the final
buzzer to celebrate with
their joyfully delirious
friends from Arkansas.

The 58-year-old coach
jumped onto the press table,
ripped off his red polo shirt
and waved it over his head,
shouting all the while to the
fans’ delight, as has become
his tradition after the biggest
of his wins.

And this was a really big
one.

Kansas’ national title

defense ended in the second
round of the NCAA Tour-
nament on Saturday when
Arkansas’ Ricky Council
IV made five free throws in
the closing seconds and the
eighth-seeded Razorbacks
beat the No. 1 seed Jay-
hawks 72-71.

“I would love to lie and
say that I felt composed, but
we only led for 1:43,” he
said. “This has been as chal-
lenging and as up-and-down
a season as I’ve ever been a
part of.

“For these guys to be
rewarded for sticking with it
and being able to go to Las
Vegas and participate with

only 16 teams still standing.
. It’s really hard to make
this tournament. It’s really
hard to win a game in this
tournament. It’s really hard
to beat defending champi-
ons, No. 1 seed. We did it.”
Arkansas was playing
a No. 1 seed for the third
straight year. Last year, the
Razorbacks knocked out
Gonzaga on the way to their
second straight Elite Eight.
This time, the Razorbacks
survived shaky offensive
play early and foul trouble
late. They became the first
team to beat a No. 1 seed
with three players fouling
out, according to OptaS-

TATS.

“That’s such an unbe-
lievable win for our pro-
gram,” Musselman said.
“I keep telling people that
we’re getting better. Not
many teams can get better
this time of year. I’ve never
been prouder of a team like
tonight.”

Arkansas (22-13) is in
the Sweet 16 for the third
straight year and will play
either Saint Mary’s or
UConn in the West Region
semifinals in Las Vegas on
Thursday.

UP NEXT

Arkansas will face the
4th seed UConn Thursday.

@

HERITAGE
POINTE

OF WARREN

www.LifeAtHeritage.org

NW
HIRIN

A‘

s All
About Living

Rehabilitation (outpatient & inpatient)
Healthcare - Independent Living

3"2

1A Purchase of 30 or More:

V Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not

valid with other discounts or coupons.
Expires March 31, 2023.

CHILOCOQ-_S
Mexican Gnlllil Bargl

1595 Harrison Plaza « Bluffton, IN

| valid with other discounts or coupons.

A Purchase of 540"” or More:

Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not :

Expires March 31, 2023. |

<
S
<

7




Page 8 - The News-Banner - MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2023

Doctor’s disappearance hurts my feelings

Dear Annie: The doctor I have gone
to for years recently took a five-month
medical leave of absence. His office
would not tell me anything, which I
understand. I had been extremely dis-
traught not knowing if he was all right.
There was even gossip that he had
passed away.

Turned out he had pneumonia. He
once told me that if I ever moved out of
state, we could still communicate and
be long-distance friends. It is for that
reason that I thought I would get some
message from him saying he would
return and would be OK. But I received
nothing from him. My feelings are
hurt. I see him next week. What do you
think? — Hurt Patient

Dear Hurt: I think that you should
celebrate the fact that your doctor is
doing better and feeling well enough
to go back to work. If you feel that he
is your friend and your doctor, then be
a friend to him and allow him to take
the space and time he needed to heal
from pneumonia. His not responding to
you about his absence didn’t have any-
thing to do with you and everything to
do with him and his trying to get bet-
ter. Please cut him some slack and be
grateful that he made a full recovery.

Dear Annie: I am estranged from my
son, his ex-wife and my grandchildren.
I still have occasional contact with the
other grandparents.

I have been wanting to know what, if
anything, can be done about a wrongful
death or elder abuse charge against my
son. His actions kept my husband and
me apart deliberately, believing he’d
inherit his money. My husband left no
will. There was real estate and cash in
his account. His brother claimed next
of kin status and took all cash and prop-
erty.

I understand the statute of limitations
has passed in order to file wrongful
death charges against my son. It’s the
reason for the estrangement.

I have been awarded my husband’s
Social Security benefits. His brothers
have used legal action to prevent any

contact between
them and me. But

Dear

I want to tell them ﬂnnie

by Annie Lane

of my son’s actions
and how those
actions led to their
brother’s untime-
ly death.

I have tried
to discuss this
subject with an
attorney. Once
he learned that I
was divorced, he
stopped the interview and said that I
had no case. This attorney knew noth-
ing about the actions my son took while
my husband was alive.

Is there anything I can do? I would
like to remain in contact with the other
grandparents in order to keep up with
the grandchildren. — Estranged

Dear Estranged: What you can do
is seek the opinion of another lawyer.

But how about shifting your focus away ZITS
from the money and toward repairing
the relationship between you and your WIZT%I(ﬁEU g%gr\é@ g%%ﬁggéﬁgﬁ-

grandchildren? Your letter is confus-
ing because you said you are receiving
your husband’s Social Security benefits
but later you said you were divorced.

Your son and grandchildren are the
only family you have left, and instead of
trying to repair any relationships, you
are trying to fight and blame them. Ask
yourself where you want to put your
time, money and energy. Getting closer
to your grandchildren might bring you
more joy and happiness in the long run
than getting closer to another lawyer
and trying to prove something in court.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, commu-
nication and reconciliation — is avail-
able as a paperback and e-book. Visit
http://www .creatorspublishing.com for
more information. Send your questions
for Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.
com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM
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Careless words stab like a sword

Answer

By Dr. Billy F
Graham {

Q: I work for a commu-
nications giant and have
been given the chance to
address a large conven-
tion on the subject of how
to find better ways to pres-
ent contentious news sto-
ries. In a day where soci-
ety is jaded with violence,
overt sensitivities, and the

coming, understand
the unconventional,
tolerate the unpleas-
ant, overcome the
unexpected, and out-
last the unbearable. It
is said that laughter is
the best medicine but few
people know that these
words come from Scrip-
ture (see Proverbs 17:22).
The Bible teaches us to
be more concerned about
the needs and feelings of
others than our own. We
never gain in life by hurt-
ing others. Sometimes

quarrel when they should
be friendly, fight when
they should be peace-
ful, wound when they
should heal, steal when
they should share, and do
wrong when they should
do right.

Careless words stab
like a sword, but wise
words bring healing (see
Proverbs 12:18). We are to
encourage our loved ones,
friends, neighbors, and
associates — and anyone
we speak to. A true ser-
vant of God is someone
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NOBOPY EVER
TELLS ME
ANYTHING.
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I'M LOOKING FOR SONE
EARLY SPIDER-MAN COMICS
1 THOUGHT 1HAD... BUT

CAN'TFIND.
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Seven-year-old Billy fills in.

"IT'S THE 'DEATH DO US PART' THAT GIVES ME

SEPARATION ANXIETY."

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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Miami Beach sets spring break curfew after 2 fatal shootings

MIAMI BEACH, Fla. (AP) —
Miami Beach officials imposed a
curfew beginning Sunday night
during spring break after two
fatal shootings and rowdy, chaotic
crowds that police have had diffi-
culty controlling.

The city said in a news release
the curfew would be from 11:59
p-m. Sunday until 6 a.m. Monday,
with an additional curfew likely to
be put in place Thursday through
next Monday, March 27. The cur-
few mainly affects South Beach,
the most popular party location for
spring breakers.

The release said the two sepa-
rate shootings Friday night and
early Sunday that left two people
dead and “excessively large and
unruly crowds” led to the decision.
The city commission plans a meet-
ing Monday to discuss potential
further restrictions next week.

Miami Beach Mayor Dan Gel-
ber said in a video message posted
Sunday that the crowds and pres-
ence of numerous firearms has
“created a peril that cannot go
unchecked” despite massive police
presence and many city-sponsored
activities meant to keep people

busy.

“We don’t ask for spring break
in our city. We don’t want spring
break in our city. It’s too rowdy,
it’s too much disorder and it’s too
difficult to police,” Gelber said.

The latest shooting happened
about 3:30 a.m. Sunday on Ocean
Drive in South Beach, according
to Miami Beach police. A male
was shot and died later at a hos-
pital, and officers chased down
a suspect on foot, police said on
Twitter. Their identities were not
released, nor were any possible
charges.

Sandler receives Mark Twain Prize — and

By ASHRAF KHALIL
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Adam Sandler placed his hand on
the bronze bust of Mark Twain and
speculated that it “one day might
be the weapon used to bludgeon
me in my sleep.”

A host of comedic and enter-

tainment royalty gathered at
Washington’s Kennedy Center as
Sandler was presented with the
Mark Twain Prize for American
Humor.

Presenters including Drew Bar-
rymore, Conan O’Brien, Chris
Rock, Jennifer Aniston, Steve
Buscemi, Dana Carvey, and

Luis Guzmdn gave testimonials
to Sandler’s creative longevity,
while poking occasional fun at his
uneven movie output and tendency
to cast all his friends in his movies.

Sandler’s longtime writing and
production partner Tim Herlihy
joked that the pair were responsi-
ble for “31 motion pictures with a

In the Friday night shooting,
one male victim was killed and
another seriously injured, send-
ing crowds scrambling in fear
from restaurants and clubs into
the streets as gunshots rang out.
Police detained one person at the
scene and found four firearms, but
no other details have been made
available.

Under the curfew, people must
leave businesses before midnight,
although hotels can operate later
only in service to their guests. The
city release said restaurants can
stay open only for delivery and the

curfew won’t apply to residents,
people going to and from work,
emergency services and hotel
guests. Some roads will be closed
off and arriving hotel guests may
have to show proof of their reser-
vations.

Last year, the city imposed a
midnight curfew following two
shootings, also on Ocean Drive.
The year before that, there were
about 1,000 arrests and dozens of
guns confiscated during a rowdy
spring break that led Miami Beach
officials to take steps aimed at
calming the situation.

praise from his comic pals

combined Rotten Tomatoes score
of 59.”

Buscemi, known largely for
dramatic and often violent roles,
portrayed a string of comedic
characters in Sandler movies.

“He takes his comedy very seri-
ously. I laugh hard at everything I
do with him,” he said.

Judd Apatow, Sandler’s room-
mate during their early days in
Los Angeles, recalled a young
Sandler’s boundless confidence
and obvious talent.

“The moment you met him,
you knew Adam was going to be
a big star,” Apatow said. “And so
did Adam.”
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Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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Lottery Numbers

Saturday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 19-30-34-36-
42

Cash4Life — 16-23-26-
36-37, Cash Ball: 01

Lotto Plus — 14-15-21-
32-36-46

Quick Draw Midday —
01-05-06-09-13-14-29-36-
39-41-48-52-55-59-60-61-
70-74-77-80, BE: 70

Daily Three-Midday —
03-06-07, SB: 00

Daily Three-Evening —
05-07-00, SB: 02

Daily Four-Midday —
03-07-07-08, SB: 00

Daily Four-Evening —
03-05-08-08, SB: 02

Quick Draw Evening
— 08-11-16-21-24-25-28-
31-33-39-41-55-56-66-67-
71-72-73-76-77, BE: 41

Hoosier Lotto — 10-20-
31-34-37-40

POWERBALL

14-20-30-54-69; Power-

ball: 11; Power Play: 2X

Sunday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 32-33-37-44-
45

Cash4Life — 02-08-19-
47-52, Cash Ball: 02

Quick Draw Midday —
07-11-12-14-20-22-28-30-
35-44-47-49-52-54-57-61-
64-71-75-79, BE: 57

Daily Three-Midday —
04-06-08, SB: 04

Daily Three-Evening —
03-04-02, SB: 09

Daily Four-Midday —
02-04-05-07, SB: 04

Daily Four-Evening —
05-02-09-09, SB: 09

Quick Draw Evening
— 07-09-10-11-17-18-19-
23-24-26-33-36-40-42-48-
59-64-67-74-78, BE: 48

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $13 million

MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for
Tuesday): $272 million

POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for

Monday): $86 million
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Public Notice

SUMMONS- SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION
STATE OF INDIANA )

) SS
COUNTY OF WELLS)
IN THE WELLS SUPERIOR
COURT OF WELLS COUNTY
Laura Defoe
Plaintiff
V-
Charles Defoe
Defendant
NOTICE OF SUIT

The State of Indiana to the
defendant(s) above named, and
any other person who may be con-
cerned. Your are notified that you
have been sued in the Court above
named. The nature of the suit
against you is:

Divorce

This summons by publication
is specially directed to the follow-
ing named defendant(s) whose
addresses are:

Unknown

And to the following
defendant(s) whose whereabouts
are unknown:

Charles Defoe

In addition to the above named
defendant(s) being served this
summons there may be other
defendants who have an interest in
this law suit.

If you have a claim for relief
against the plaintiff arising from
the same transaction or occur-
rence, you must assert it in your
written answer. You must answer
the Complaint in writing, by you or
your attorney. On or before the day
of April 20, 2023, (the same being
within thirty (30) days after the
Third Notice of Suit) and if you fail
to do so a judgment will be entered
against you for what the plaintiff

had demanded.
nb 3/6, 3/13, 3/20

Classifiieds

VEHICLES
Auto/Trucks

1994 CHEVROLET SUBUR-
BAN, 2500, 184,000 miles,
white/blue, 4x2, 6.5 turbo
diesel, new paint, loaded,
Reese hitch, trailer brakes,

original, 260-450-2432.

SERVICES
Services

LAWN CARE & LANDSCAP-
ING

Ethan's Outdoor Services LLC
is taking on new Residential &
Commercial accounts  for
2023. We offer Lawn Care,
Landscaping & Landscape
Maintenance. Free Estimates.
260-827-7945
ethansoutdoor@gmail.com

ANNOUNCE YOUR SER-
VICES in the Bluffton News-
Banner line classifieds. Con-
tact the office, 260-824-0224,
125 N. Johnson St, or
www.news-banner.com  and
click on local classifieds.

MARV'S  CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

LEARNING TREE ACADE-
MY Located in Ossian Unit-
ed Methodist Church 201 W
Mill Street Ossian, Indiana.
Offering both 3 day and 5
day classes with either an
a.m.9:00-11:30 or p.m.1:00-
3:30 option. We have over 20
years experience. Classes
are filling up fast so don't de-
lay. Either stop in and pickup
your registration paperwork
or give us a call
260-622-0194

learningtree123@yahoo.com

Follow us at...
twitter.com/newsbanner
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MARCH 26-APRIL 2 - (Online Only Auction) - Leffers Fam-
ily Partnership, seller. Huge online auction. Outstanding
modern and antique furniture including Ridgeway grandfather
clock, Amish made oak bedroom suite and dinning room suite,
wonderful curved front secretary, antique pump organ, feather
weight sewing machines, glassware, primitives, tools, wicker
patio furniture, rare Victor Il talking machine, designer home
decor, household. Preview: March 28 and 30 from 5 p.m. to 7
p.m., 12910 Tonkel Rd., Fort Wayne, IN. The Steffen Group Inc.,

steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.

BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOSING APRIL 7 - 10
a.m. EST - Secured creditors and various consignors, own-
ers. Online only truck & equipment auction! Offering 400+ lots!
2012-2014 Freightliner M2106 box trucks, dump trucks, day
cabs, utility trucks, utility trailers, 60+ various skid steer attach-
ments, 40" shipping container, tents, work benches/tool boxes &
much more! Preview by appointment, 815 Adams Street, Deca-
tur. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, kjauction.com, 260-724-

7402.

APRIL 9-APRIL 16 - (Online Only Auction) - Various con-
signors, seller. Large collection of antique console and table
top radios, railroad items including early 1900’s map cabinet,
antique and primitive furniture, coins, vintage jewelry, Fenton,
Lesney Matchbox cars. Preview: March 30 and April 6 from 3
p.m. to 6 p.m., 102 South Jefferson St., Ossian, IN, (Steffen
Group Auction Gallery). The Steffen Group Inc., Steffengrp.com,

260-824-3006.

APRIL 13 - 6 p.m. - Adams County Commissioners, owner.
Adams County 4H Park dining hall, 160 W. Washington St., Mon-
roe. Land located on N 200E between US Hwy. 33 & 300N (both
sides of road). 132+/- acres offered in multiple tracts, Wash-
ington Township, Section 13, Adams County, Decatur. Tract 1:
9.96+/- tillable. Tract 2: 29.96+/- tillable. Tract 3: 29.94+/- tillable.
Tract 4: 61.42+/- tillable. Land sold as individual tracts or any
combination! Possession to be taken immediately! Krueckeberg
Auction & Realty LLC, kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.

APRIL 14-APRIL 21 - (Online Only Auction) - Harkelroad
Buildings, LLC, seller. 8,142 SF multi tenant office building
that has been well maintained. This building perfect for an owner
occupant or as a multi tenant investment property. Zoned R-3
with variance, paved parking, prime NE Allen County location.
Open house: April 11 and 18 from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m., 3705 Rupp
Dr., Fort Wayne, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., steffengrp.com,

260-426-0633.

Help Wanted I Pets

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC - Timeshare
Cancellation Experts - Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207 (1)

FREE HIGH SPEED internet
for those that qualify. Govern-
ment program for recipients of
select programs incl. Medicaid,
SNAP, Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal.
15 GB internet service. Bonus
offer: Android tablet FREE with
one-time $20 copay. Free ship-
ping & handling. Call Maxsip
Telecom today! 1-866-981-
3302 (1)

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

BLUFFTON POLICE DE-
PARTMENT Now Hiring! The
Bluffton Police Department is
accepting applications for the
position of police officer. Appli-
cant must be 21 years of age
by close of application date,
but less than 40; have a high
school diploma; two-year col-
lege degree or equivalent (60
hours), or three years of work
experience in police related
field or an ILEA Basic gradu-
ate or equivalent. Must provide
college transcripts. Applicant
must possess and maintain a
valid Indiana driver's license
and responsible work experi-
ence. Applicant must pass a
background investigation, writ-
ten test, physical agility test,
oral interview, voice stress ex-
amination, required statewide
baseline physical and psycho-
logical examination and drug
test. Applications may be
picked up at the Clerk-Trea-
surer's Office, 128 E Market
St, Bluffton, IN, between the
hours of 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday or online at
blufftonindiana.net. If you have
questions about the applica-
tion process, you may call the
Bluffton Police Department at
260-824-3320, Kyle Randall,
Chief of Police. Last day to ac-
cept applications will be March
31, 2023

LENGERICH MEATS IS look-
ing for a motivated and reliable
individual with great attention
to detail to join our team. The
position is for general labor
starting at $15.00/hr. Send
your resume to
Lengerich@frontier.com or
stop in and fill out an applica-
tion.

ALH:. &%

Building Systems

WE ARE HIRING

1ST SHIFT
COMPETITIVE WAGES
FULL TIME EMPLOYMENT

APPLY ONLINE AT
HTTPS://ALH-BUILDING.
COM

MUST PASS
DRUG SCREEN

MARKLE, IN

SOUTHERN WELLS COM-
MUNITY Schools are seeking
a full time Technology Support
person. Please contact Trent
Lehman at 765-728-5537 or
tlehman@swraiders.com.

FOR SALE

Miscellaneous

LUMBER FOR SALE
8/4 Bald Cypress, up to 17
inches wide; 4/4 Red Oak, 7+
inches wide; 4/4 Northern
White Cedar, very light weight;
Sugar Maple. Gould, 6565 S
000 Rd., Berne.

.

s |

" ‘4
& .__-q.-.-.—.A
FRENCH BULLDOG PUP-
PIES 3females,3 males.Colors
- blue Merle,black brindle, blue
brindle and blue.Facebook-
Perfect French bulldogs
260-273-4317
angela46992@yahoo.com
https://m.facebook.com/groups
/281436650673060/?re-
f=share&mibextid=S66gvF

HELOISE HINT: Want to save
money on your pet's medica-
tions? Ask your vet for free
samples or dis- counts. Also,
shop around to find lower pric-
es. Email HELOISE@Heloise.
com.

REAL ESTATE

Home For Sale

TR

102 CHURCH ST., Ossian,
spacious home w/much poten-
tial. 4 BR, 2 bath, additional 1
bedroom apartment upstairs,
$98,000. Call 260-760-1705.

Public Notice

City Common Council
Working Session
Governing Bodies: City Com-
mon Council
Date and Time of Meeting:
March 28rd 2023 at 6:00 p.m.
Place of Meeting: Common
Council Chambers, City Hall,128
East Market St, Bluffton, IN 46714
Purpose: To discuss the finan-
cial and rate impact of proposed
Wastewater Project Options
nb 3/20
hspaxlp

TANTASTIC
FREEB/ES

EVERY SAT. IN THE NEWS-BANNER
EVERY TUES. IN THE SUNRISER NEWS

Deadline: Thursday Noon

Used items priced up to $49 only
*Price must be included in ad
+*One item per ad only

+Limit 2 ads each week

+*Ads must be printed on coupon blanks

+Start ad with name of item

+Private party only
*Include phone number
*NO PHONE ORDERS

Items priced up to $49 only.

Name

Address

Phone

City

Zip

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Ad No. 1

Mail to: Fantastic Freebies
News-Banner

P.O. Box 436

Bluffton, IN 46714

Or drop off at our office at :
125 N. Johnson St.
Bluffton, IN
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5
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Fear, grief follow deadly quake on Ecuador’s coast

By GONZALO SOLANO
and REGINA GARCIA CANO
Associated Press

QUITO, Ecuador (AP) —
Some affectionally call Machala
the “Banana Capital of the World.”
This port community on Ecuador’s
Pacific coast is home to about a
quarter million people and normal-
ly bustles with commercial activ-
ity. But not this weekend, not after
the deadly quake.

Grief hung in the air on Sun-
day, a day after a powerful temblor
rocked this city, toppling homes
and buildings along the coast and
as far off as the Ecuadorian high-
lands and even parts of Peru.

Rubble covered some streets of
Machala. Neighbors held simple
funerals to bury the dead. A pier
was no more. And a day after the
quake that killed nine residents
alone along this hard-hit coast,

many in Machala were feeling
anguished and uneasy.

“The city is quiet, fear and
mourning are felt,” resident Luis
Becerra said. “You feel the pain,
the drama, wherever you go.
Everyone is alert, with great fear
in case” a major aftershock.

The quake, which the U.S.
Geological Survey reported at
magnitude 6.8, killed at least 15
people and injured more than 445
others.

Fourteen died in Ecuador, and
one in Peru.

The quake damaged and
brought down hundreds of homes
and build°AY ings in vastly differ-
ent communities, both in coastal
areas and the highlands. But in
Ecuador, regardless of geography,
many of the homes that crumbled
had much in common: many were
old, did not meet modern building

standards of a quake-prone coun-
try and many of their inhabitants
were poor.

Yajaira Albarracin, Graciela
Chila, Silvina Zambrano Chila and
two children died under the rubble
of their home in a low-income
neighborhood of Machala. On
Sunday, a few neighbors stopped
by a tent where the caskets of the
women where set out with floral
arrangements and a crucifix. Some
relatives said rescuers found the
bodies of the women and children
as if they had been clutching one
another when disaster struck.

The earthquake was centered
just off the Pacific Coast, about 50
miles south of Guayaquil, Ecua-
dor’s second-largest city. Of the
country’s 14 victims, 12 died in
the southwest coastal state of El
Oro, which includes Machala,
and two in the highlands state of

Azuay.

Ecuador is particularly vulner-
able to earthquakes. In 2016, a
quake centered farther north on the
Pacific Coast killed more than 600
people.

Machala resident Hamilton
Cedillo said Sunday that he and
his family barely slept in the hours
afterward, fearful of deadly after-
shocks. They have come up with
an evacuation plan and watched
videos on how to protect them-
selves should another quake strike.

“I am afraid of leaving and that
my family will be left here alone at
home,” Cedillo said.

Pope Francis offered prayers
for the victims during his weekly
Sunday noon blessing.

“I’'m close to the Ecuadorian
people and assure them of my
prayers for the dead and suffer-
ing,” Francis said.

Ecuador’s government issued
an emergency declaration cover-
ing the roads in Azuay, where the
quake debris cut off several roads
and worsened already poor con-
ditions attributed to the winter’s
rainstorms. One of the victims was
a passenger in a vehicle crushed
by rubble from a house in the
community of Cuenca.

In El Oro, according to the Risk
Management Secretariat, Ecua-
dor’s emergency response agency,
several people were trapped under
rubble or in damaged buildings.

Quito-based architect German
Narvdez said houses hit hardest
tend to be poorly built, lacking
solid foundations, and deficient in
structure and technical design. He
added that the houses most vulner-
able are often old and built with
materials such as adobe, once fre-
quently used in the region.

UBS to buy Credit Suisse for nearly $3.25B to calm turmoil

By JAMEY KEATEN
and KEN SWEET
Associated Press

GENEVA (AP) — Banking
giant UBS is buying troubled rival
Credit Suisse for almost $3.25
billion, in a deal orchestrated by
regulators in an effort to avoid fur-
ther market-shaking turmoil in the
global banking system.

Swiss authorities pushed for
UBS to take over its smaller rival
after a plan for Credit Suisse to
borrow up to 50 billion francs ($54

billion) failed to reassure investors
and the bank’s customers. Shares
of Credit Suisse and other banks
plunged this week after the failure
of two banks in the U.S. sparked
concerns about other potentially
shaky institutions in the global
financial system.

Credit Suisse is among the 30
financial institutions known as
globally systemically important
banks, and authorities worried
about the fallout if it were to fail.

The deal was “one of great

breadth for the stability of interna-
tional finance,” said Swiss Presi-
dent Alain Berset as he announced
it Sunday night. “An uncontrolled
collapse of Credit Suisse would
lead to incalculable consequences
for the country and the internation-
al financial system.”

Switzerland’s executive branch,
a seven-member governing body
that includes Berset, passed an
emergency ordinance allowing
the merger to go through without
shareholder approval.

Credit Suisse Chairman Axel
Lehmann called the sale “a clear
turning point.”

“It is a historic, sad and very
challenging day for Credit Suisse,
for Switzerland and for the global
financial markets,” Lehmann said,
adding that the focus is now on
the future and in particular on the
50,000 Credit Suisse employees,
17,000 of whom are in Switzer-
land.

Following news of the Swiss
deal, the world’s central banks
announced coordinated finan-

cial moves to stabilize banks in
the coming week. This includes
daily access to a lending facility
for banks looking to borrow U.S.
dollars if they need them, a prac-
tice which widely used during
the 2008 financial crisis. Three
months after Lehman Brothers
collapsed in September of 2008,
such swap lines had been tapped
for $580 billion. Added swap lines
were also rolled out during market
turmoil in the early stages of the
COVID-19 pandemic in March of
2020.

Emergencies, espe-

Special Feature

Roof replacement

insurance

age will cover carpeting,

EY$ Do L AXE

Insurance protection for emergency situations

Adjusters & Brokers of

found legally responsible

An insurance representa-
tive can walk interested

cially storms, can be
unpredictable and cause
personal injury and
costly damage to homes.
The right insurance is
essential to help mitigate
damage from storms and
soften the financial blow
that such destruction can
cause. Not all insurance
is the same, and addi-
tional policies and rid-
ers may help reduce the
impact of emergencies.
Homeowners insurance

Standard homeowners
insurance policies will
cover a wide range of
issues. American Fam-
ily Insurance says dam-
age from wildfires, wind
storms, tornadoes, ice
storms, lightning strikes,
hail, power surges, and
fallen trees is included.
But additional coverage
may be needed to cover
excessive damage.
Matching siding cover-

age

Some homeowners
may want to replace all
of the siding on their
homes if parts are dam-
aged and color or sid-
ing materials cannot
be matched exactly by
patching up damaged
areas.

This insurance will be
used to pay for the full
replacement of a roof,
minus the deductible,
which may differ from
what’s covered through
standard homeowners
policies.

Sump pump overflow
insurance

Sump pumps are
designed to engage and
pump water out of base-
ments and crawl spaces,
helping to avoid flooding
in the home. If the power
goes out and the sump
pump cannot work, or
if the sump pump fails,
homeowners typically
are not covered for any
ensuing damage. Sump
pump overflow insur-
ance provides additional
peace of mind and pro-
tection.

Flood insurance

Homeowners insur-
ance may not cover flood
damage, especially if a
home is in a flood zone.
Flood insurance can
bridge the gap of cover-
age. The National Flood
Insurance Program
offers building coverage
and contents coverage
policies. Building cover-

electrical and plumbing
systems, window blinds,
foundation walls, and
more. Contents coverage
protects curtains, person-
al clothing and furniture,
artwork, and appliances,
among other things.
Umbrella insurance
According to Geico,
umbrella insurance is
extra insurance that pro-
vides protection that
goes beyond limitations
and coverage of other
policies. It can offer cov-
erage for injuries to peo-
ple staying at your house
or renting your property,
property damage, per-
sonal liability, and cer-
tain lawsuits.
Renters insurance
Renters insurance
protects renters, yet the
Independent Insurance

America says almost
two-thirds of residen-
tial lessees in the United
States do not carry rent-
ers insurance. Renters
insurance can protect
belongings destroyed in
a fire or weather event;
provide assistance should
someone be injured in
your apartment; or it can
protect you if you were

2401 N Main Street, Bluffton
260-824-1040

Foudy CPA Group, P.C.

Certified Public Accountant
5730 Falls Drive, Fort Wayne

Full-Service Firm: Tax Preparation

Bookkeeping & Payroll « Financial Planning
College Planning « Financial Statement Audits
Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Call for evening appointments.
Email: info@foudycpa.com « www.foudycpa.com

260-432-4565

L8 file

for damages to some-
one’s property, according
to State Farm Insurance.

Many types of insur-
ance can offer various
levels of protection in
emergency situations.

parties through the poli-
cies available to custom-
ize an insurance package
that will offer sufficient
protewction against
emergencies.

Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.
Member FINRA/SIPC

Kim Gentis

Financial Advisor

Wealth Management Specialist

260-824-8070
1245 N. Main St.
Bluffton, IN

Investment Advisory Services are offered through
Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.

\ﬂ?TOPP CPAFIRM

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

{ STEITFEN

sk

“ Financial Group

110 W Cherry St, Bluffion IN

Edward Jones

Topp notch tax service

Dean (Chip) Topp, CPA
chip@toppcpa.com

« Individual Taxes
« Corporation Taxes
« Partnership Taxes
« Bookkeeping & Payroll
 Property Taxes
 Quickbooks ProAdvisor

Mon-Friday 8-5; Sat 8-12
Call for evening appointments
159 N. Jefferson St., Berne, IN 46711
260-589-8778

It’s

Not Too Late!
2022 Tax Deferred funds.
We can help.

Retirement Savings
Traditional & Roth IRAs

TIM STEFFEN f Zg‘
Financial Consultant ) o
Tim@Steffinancial.com

(260) 824-8175

Securities offered through

LPL Financial Member
FINRA/SIPC

edwardjones.com
We're here for
you, ready to
listen and
navigate this
together.

BLUFFTON JEREMY PENROD, AAMS®
° Financial Advisor

,If)ir?c::lfic;i‘(\;:/,ﬂi\rAMs 201 E. Market St., Suite 1

2035 Commerce Dr,, Suite 209 260-84-2354

260-565-4134 OSSIAN

JEREMY TODD, AAMS /CFP LARRY A. SMITH, AAMS

Financial Advisor Financial Advisor

1169 N. Main St. Suite 2 102 S. Jefferson

260-824-0686 260-622-7952




