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‘Another chance’

A joint effort leads to the placement
of an anti-overdose medication box

By DAVE SCHULTZ

The overdose reversal medication naloxone is now avail-
able on a round-the-clock basis in downtown Bluffton.

The box, which can be found behind the Community
Thrift store at 117 S. Main St., is a joint effort between
Community Care of Northeast Indiana, which is based
in Bluffton, and the Wells County-based Citizens Again
Drug Abuse. The Overdose Lifeline organization in India-
napolis facilitates the program, which has a goal of put-
ting at least two of the boxes in each Indiana county.

Noloxone nasal spray available
at the box in downtown Bluffton.
(Photo by Carrie Penrod)

A group of about
100 people showed
up for the official
placement of the box
Wednesday, with Chris
Walker, the executive
director of Commu-
nity Care, and Molly
Hoag of CADA talk-
ing about the project.

“If we can change
one life, if we can save

a mother from losing
a child because of an
overdose, it would be
worth it for one life,”
said Walker, who has a
daughter that survived
a heroin overdose.
“It’s about life-alter-

ing circumstances and helping people to walk out of past
addictions, but it’s more than that: It’s giving them another
chance at life.”

There is a school of thought that says that halting an

What kind of work do lawmakers have? From dentists to doctors, professions cover the gamut. ( Photo by Monroe
Bush for Indiana Capital Chronicle) This photo was provided to the News-Banner by the Hoosier State Press
Association’s Information Network.

Chris Walker, left, and Molly Hoag, right, talk about the naloxone anti-overdose medication box that will be available behind the
Community Cares Thrift Store at 117 S. Main St. (Photo by Dave Schultz)

overdose for an individual is simply facilitating the misuse
of addictive (and often illegal) substances. Proponents of the

use of naloxone, however, look on it more as an effort at

(Continued on Page 2)

Indiana’s part-time
legislature is full-time
for some lawmakers

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
and WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana has a part-time citizen
legislature but roughly two dozen
lawmakers indicated on the lat-
est statement of economic interest
forms filed in January that the leg-
islature is their sole employer and
reported no outside work.

Sen. Jean Breaux, D-Indianapo-
lis, said she applied for many jobs
outside of the General Assembly
but several employers saw her role
in the legislature as a conflict —
both in terms of ethics and time
commitments.

"In many ways, there's always
going to be a conflict of interest,"
Breaux said. "I would recuse myself
but a lot of people don't do that."

Breaux lost her previous job
when she was elected in 2006
because she worked fostering
economic development for the
state and Indiana doesn't permit
employees to hold two positions.

Most of the legislators who
don't have outside employment are
retired but others are prime work-
ing age.

The majority of Indiana's law-
makers work other jobs — and
draw from their expertise to craft
legislation, from legal matters to
education and more. But it also
leads to fears that they could ben-
efit themselves or their industries
through the law.

Real estate was a common
thread in the filings — with more

(Continued on Page 2)

Storms end Southern California water restrictions for 7M

By JOHN ANTCZAK
and STEFANIE DAZIO
Associated Press
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Cali-
fornia’s 11th atmospheric river left
the storm-soaked state with a bang
Wednesday, bringing flooded road-
ways, landslides and toppled trees
to the southern part of the state as
well as drought-busting rainfall
that meant the end of water restric-
tions for nearly 7 million people.
Even as residents struggled to
clean up before the next round of

winter arrives in the coming days
— with some 27,000 people still
under evacuation orders statewide
Wednesday — the Metropolitan
Water District of Southern Califor-
nia’s decision brought relief amid
the state’s historic drought.

The district supplies water for
19 million people in six counties.
The board imposed the restric-
tions, which included limiting out-
door watering to one day a week,
in parts of Los Angeles, Ventura
and San Bernardino counties last

year during a severe shortage of
state water supplies.

But weather woes remained
Wednesday, as an additional
61,000 people remained under
evacuation warnings and emergen-
cy shelters housed more than 650
people, according to the California
Governor’s Office of Emergency
Services.

Flooding also closed several
miles of the Pacific Coast High-
way through Huntington Beach,
south of Los Angeles on the

Orange County coast, and potholes
disabled more than 30 cars on one
Southern California freeway. More
than 144,000 utility customers
statewide remained without power
Wednesday afternoon, according
to poweroutage.us.

Gov. Gavin Newsom surveyed
flood damage in an agricultural
region on the central coast, not-
ing that California could poten-
tially see a 12th atmospheric river
next week. Officials have not yet
determined the extent of the winter

storms’ damage, both structurally
and financially.

“Look back — last few years
in this state, it’s been fire to ice
with no warm bath in between,”
the Democrat said, describing
“weather whiplash” in a state that
has quickly gone from extreme
drought and wildfires to over-
whelming snow and rain.

“If anyone has any doubt about
Mother Nature and her fury, if
anyone has any doubt about what

(Continued on Page 2)

U.S., Russian military chiefs resume contact to discuss drone

By LOLITA C. BALDOR
and TARA COPP
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin
spoke to his Russian counterpart
on Wednesday about the destruc-
tion of a U.S. drone over the Black
Sea after an encounter with Rus-
sian fighter jets, which brought

the two countries closest to direct
conflict since Moscow’s invasion
of Ukraine a year ago.

It was the first call between
Austin and Defense Minister Ser-
gei Shoigu since October. And
Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, had a similar
call with his Russian counterpart,
Gen. Valery Gerasimov, the chief

of the General Staff of the Russian
armed forces.

“We take any potential for esca-
lation very seriously. And that’s
why I believe it’s important to
keep the lines of communication
open,” Austin said at a Pentagon
press briefing. “I think it’s really
key that we’re able to pick up
the phone and engage each other.

And I think that that will help to
prevent miscalculation going for-
ward.”

The U.S. military said it ditched
the Air Force MQ-9 Reaper in
the sea after a Russian fighter jet
poured fuel on the surveillance
drone and then struck its propeller
while it was flying in international
airspace. Russia has denied that it

caused the accident. The U.S. has
said it was working on declassify-
ing surveillance footage from the
drone that would show Tuesday’s
crash.

That the top U.S. and Russian
defense and military leaders were
talking so soon after the incident
underscored the seriousness of the

(Continued on Page 2)
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Weather

Thursday, March 16, 2023
(24-hour observations at 9:08 p.m. Wednesday)
High: 46; Low: 18; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 2.02
feet at 9:45 p.m. Wednesday

Wells County forecast

Today: Rain likely, mainly after 5 p.m. Mostly cloudy,
with a high near 53. South wind 10 to 20 mph, with gusts as
high as 30 mph. Chance of precipitation is 60 percent.

Tonight: Rain. Steady temperature around 48. Breezy,
with a south wind 20 to 25 mph, with gusts as high as 40
mph. Chance of precipitation is 90 percent. New precipita-
tion amounts between a quarter and half of an inch possible.

Friday: A 50 percent chance of rain before 2 p.m.
Cloudy, with a high near 44. West wind around 20 mph,
with gusts as high as 35 mph.

Some of the community members who attended Wednesday’s ceremony celebrating the location of a naloxone box in Bluffton

gathered for a group photo. (Photo by Dave Schultz)

Overdose medication

(Continued from Page 1)

what is referred to as harm reduction.
“The idea behind harm reduction is,
no matter if you’re addicted or not, you
deserve to live,” Hoag said. “If they
overdose and there’s someone there
with naloxone, they can get the help

they need.”

In other words: There’s nothing that
can be done for a dead addict, but if
there is life, something can be done to

make them whole.

“This is not for the substance user,”

Indiana legislature

(Continued from Page 1)
than 30 lawmakers listing
real estate investment, man-
agement, development or
rental firms.

At least 10 lawmakers
hold an insurance license,
while another is an accoun-
tant and yet another is a
licensed plumber. Two are
retired physicians while one
is active, some still hold
their teaching licenses and
one member even holds an
auctioneer's license.

Many are retired or are
business owners who can
make their own hours. Oth-
ers, including doctors and
teachers, must take a leave
of absence during the legis-
lative session.

Reading the forms

Both House and Senate
legislators submit statements
of economic interest annual-
ly, disclosing the businesses
for which they work and in
which they invest, along-
side lobbying connections
and more. But it's unclear
how much transparency they
really promote.

Even for those who do
work outside of the General
Assembly, the form fails to
capture certain nuances,
such as whether a member is
self-employed or working in
an unpaid career.

Rep. Maureen Bauer,
D-South Bend, planted
grapes in 2020 but the crop
takes three years to mature
and hasn't yet produced a
profit.

Others, like Rep. Robin
Shackleford, D-Indianap-
olis, don't have traditional

California water restrictions

(Continued from Page 1)
this is all about in terms of
what’s happening to the cli-
mate and the changes that
we are experiencing, come
to California,” the governor
said.

California’s latest atmo-
spheric river was one of two
storm systems that book-
ended the U.S. this week.
Parts of New England and
New York were digging out
of a nor’easter Wednesday
that caused tens of thousands
of power outages, numer-
ous school cancellations and
whiteout conditions on roads.

Remaining showers
across Southern California
were expected to decrease
through Wednesday evening
as the storm headed toward
parts of the Great Basin. The
weather service said Califor-
nia will see minor precipita-
tion this weekend, followed
by another substantial storm
next week.

Three clifftop apartment
buildings were evacuated

Hoag said. “This is for the family
member, the neighbor, the person in
the grocery store who sees someone

unresponsive.”

Overdose Lifeline (overdoselife-
line.org) has a goal of placing at
least two boxes in each of Indiana’s
92 counties. There are certain crite-
ria that have to be met for a site to
qualify permission from the property
owner and to be easily accessible on a
24-hour, seven-day-a-week basis. The
box in downtown Bluffton is avail-

able off of Walnut Street and the alley
behind the Community Thrift store
and there is a small parking lot to the
east of it.

The Community Cares Resource
Center will monitor the status of the
box and will refill it as needed. Opera-
tion Overdose will supply more nalox-
one as needed.

The brand name for the naloxone
provided in Bluffton is Narcan. The
overdose medication is often referred
to be that name as well.

employers but still work out-
side of the legislature — in
her case, as an independent
insurance agent.

Sen. Liz Brown, R-Fort
Wayne, is a mediator but
listed her practice as a busi-

ness interest — the same
place where she listed her
stock holdings.

Some receive passive
income, such as Rep. David
Abbott, R-Rome City, who
receives a dividend from a
local grocery store or Rep.
Justin Moed, D-Indianapo-
lis, who lists a farmhouse on
AirBnB.

A handful of lawmakers
are retired and drawing from
pensions or other retirement
funds.

Part-time pay?

Indiana is considered to
have a "part-time" legisla-
ture, with a base salary just
under $30,000. They are in
session around four months
in odd-numbered years and
about 2 1/2 months in even-
numbered years. But with
per diem and leadership
pay, legislator compensation
averages roughly $70,000,
higher than Indiana's median
full-time income of $62,000.

During the summer, law-
makers are members of vari-
ous commissions and study
committees or need to meet
with constituents — mean-
ing lawmakers have obliga-
tions year-round.

Special sessions, such as
last summer's and the redis-
tricting session the year
before, also add to the time
spent outside of the statuto-
rily defined session.

Wednesday morning when
earth slid away from their
backyards in coastal San Cle-
mente, the Orange County
Fire Authority said. Residents
were also cleared out of a
nearby building as the sever-
ity of the slide was studied.

Orange County had
already declared a local
emergency when a similar
hillside collapsed March 3
in Newport Beach, leaving
a house uninhabitable and
endangering others.

For downtown Los Ange-
les, the National Weather Ser-
vice said just under two feet
of rain has been recorded so
far this water year — making
this the 14th wettest in more
than 140 years of records.

An overnight mudslide
onto a road in the Baldwin
Hills area of Los Angeles
County trapped two cars,
KNBC-TV reported. Anoth-
er hillside in the neighbor-
hood also gave way, threat-
ening the foundation home.

Weather in the northern
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"It's still a full-time job in
the off-season," Breaux said.
"We should be full-time."
Professions run the gamut

Few members of the
General Assembly have
legal training despite their
role writing the state's laws.

About 20 of the body's
150 lawmakers have law
licenses and most work in
the legal industry, according
to data in Indiana's legislator
database and roll of attor-
neys. Two legislator licenses
are inactive but "in good
standing."

Most of the attorneys work
in law offices or are self-
employed. Some work for
educational institutions, like
Rep. Regan Hatcher, D-Gary,
who lists Indiana University
as her employer. Sen. Rodney
Pol, D-Chesterton, works for
the city of Gary. House Dem-
ocrat Leader Phil GiaQuinta
works for Fort Wayne City
Utilities.

Each chamber's judiciary
committee has the highest
concentration of lawyers
serving and deep dives into
the legal minutiae often feels
like a courtroom battle.

Builders who have
prominent roles on related
committees or that carry
pro-development bills have
repeatedly come under fire
for perceived ethical qualms.

Farming interests are also
represented in the legislature.

Three lawmakers
reported working for farms
directly, while Rep. Kendall
Culp, R-Rensselaer, is an
Indiana Farm Bureau leader.
Culp and more lawmakers

also said they had financial
stakes in largely family-
owned farms.

Candy and dogs

A smattering of lawmak-
ers work in unique industries,
like candy-maker Rep. Sha-
ron Negele, R-Attica. She's
owned Wolf's Homemade
Candies since 1996, and lists
it as an outside employer.

A lawmaker one also
might expect to work in
the confectionary indus-
try — Rep. Lorissa Sweet,
R-Wabash — actually owns
the dog-grooming company
Sweet Grooms and wedding
rentals firm Sweet Occasions.

Rep. Stacey Donato,
R-Logansport, also works
with animals — she listed
veterinarian services com-
pany JHAADVM as an
employer — alongside her
work as an automotive deal-
ership accountant at the fam-
ily's Donato &Sons Motors.

Some work in far graver
industries: Rep. Mark Genda,
R-Frankfort, and Sen. Ryan
Mishler, R-Mishawaka, both
own funeral homes.

On a lighter note: Sen.
Jean Leising (R-Oldenburg),
a farm-linked lawmaker
championing rural Hoo-
siers, also runs travel agency
Adventures in Travel. And
though Rep. Bob Morris
(R-Allen) works in nutrition
sales, he also listed a fire-
works company as a busi-
ness entity: Best Bang LLC.

This story was provided
to the News-Banner by the
Hoosier State Press Associ-
ation’s Information Network.

and central sections of the
state had dried out earlier, fol-
lowing Tuesday’s heavy rain
and fierce winds that blew
out windows on a San Fran-
cisco high-rise and gusted to
74 mph at the city’s airport.

Forty-three of the state’s
58 counties have been under
states of emergency due to
the storms.

Despite California’s rains
winding down, flood warn-
ings remain in effect on the
central coast for the Salinas
and Pajaro rivers in Mon-
terey County and other riv-

ers in the Central Valley as
water runs off land that has
been saturated by storms
since late December.
Runoff from a powerful
atmospheric river last week
burst a levee on the Pajaro
River, triggering evacua-
tions as water flooded farm-
land and agricultural com-
munities. Nearly half of the
people under evacuation
orders were in Monterey
County. Closed sections of
the Pacific Coast Highway
in the area were expected to
reopen Wednesday night.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 21. West
wind 15 to 20 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.

Saturday: Partly sunny, with a high near 29. Breezy.

Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 21.

Breezy.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 35.
Sunday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 21.
Monday: Sunny, with a high near 43.

Monday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 25.
Tuesday: Sunny, with a high near 50.

U.S., Russia talks ——

(Continued from Page 1)
encounter over the Black
Sea and that both sides rec-
ognized the need to tamp
down the risks of escalation.
Since Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, contact between
U.S. and Russian military
leaders has been limited,
with Russian officials refus-
ing to take U.S. military
calls in the early months of
the war.

There are still questions
as to whether Russia meant
to down the drone, even
though the moments that led
up to its crash were “inten-
tional,” said Milley, who
stood alongside Austin at
the briefing.

“We know that the inter-
cept was intentional. We
know that the aggressive
behavior was intentional,”
Milley said.

However, he told report-
ers that it was still unclear
whether the collision itself
was intentional. And he
pushed back against Rus-

sia’s contention that the
fighter jets did not come in
contact with the drone.

“We have absolute evi-
dence of the contact,” Mil-
ley said. “It’s very aggres-
sive. ... We have video evi-
dence and all that.”

Milley and Austin also left
open the possibility that the
U.S. could try to recover por-
tions of the downed $32 mil-
lion drone, which Milley said
crashed into waters that were
4000 to 5,000 feet deep.

Other U.S. officials said
the U.S. doesn’t have mili-
tary ships in the region, and
won’t likely seek to recover
wreckage. The Black Sea
has been closed since early
2022 to military vessels that
do not have a home port
along its shores.

The officials, who spoke
on the condition of anonym-
ity to provide details not yet
made public, said Russia has
already sent ships to the area
and attempted to recover
pieces of the drone.

TikTok dismisses
calls for Chinese
owners to sell stakes

WASHINGTON (AP)
— TikTok was dismis-
sive Wednesday of reports
that the Biden administra-
tion was calling for its Chi-
nese owners to sell their
stakes in the popular video-
sharing app, saying such a
move wouldn’t help protect
national security.

The company was
responding to a report in
The Wall Street Journal that
said the Committee on For-
eign Investment in the U.S.,
part of the Treasury Depart-
ment, was threatening a U.S.
ban on the app unless its
owners, Beijing-based Byte-
Dance Ltd., divested.

“If protecting national
security is the objective,
divestment doesn’t solve the
problem: a change in own-
ership would not impose
any new restrictions on data
flows or access,” TikTok
spokesperson Maureen Sha-
nahan said. “The best way
to address concerns about
national security is with the
transparent, U.S.-based pro-
tection of U.S. user data and
systems, with robust third-
party monitoring, vetting,
and verification, which we

are already implementing.”

The Journal report cited
anonymous “people famil-
iar with the matter.” The
Treasury Department and
the White House’s National
Security Council declined to
comment.

Late last month, the
White House gave all feder-
al agencies 30 days to wipe
TikTok off all government
devices.

The Office of Manage-
ment and Budget called the
guidance a “critical step
forward in addressing the
risks presented by the app to
sensitive government data.”
Some agencies, including
the Departments of Defense,
Homeland Security and
State, already have restric-
tions in place. The White
House already does not
allow TikTok on its devices.

Congress passed the “No
TikTok on Government
Devices Act” in December
as part of a sweeping gov-
ernment funding package.
The legislation does allow
for TikTok use in certain
cases, including for national
security, law enforcement
and research purposes.
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LOCAL/AREA

INCIDENTS

City:

Monday, 2:54 p.m., North
Main Street at East Dustman
Road. Complaint of a vehi-
cle ignoring a bus stop arm.

Monday, 3:04 p.m., Main
Motel. Request for stand-
by with property retrieval.
Retrieved without incident.

Monday, 5:21 p.m., Bluff-
ton-Harrison Elementary.
Report a high school student
at this location with drugs
in their backpack. Juvenile
brought back to the police
department.

Monday, 5:27 p.m., The
News-Banner. Bike near this
location matching descrip-
tion of a stolen bike.

Monday, 5:37 p.m., resi-
dence on Pine Grove Court.
Nine-year-old yelling and
being physically aggressive
with caller. Juvenile calmed
down when officer arrived.

Monday, 7:21 p.m., Pak-
a-Sak. Driver appears to be
passed out. Warrant received
for blood alcohol test at Bluff-
ton Regional Medical Center.

Tuesday, 2:26 a.m., Phil’s
One Stop. Alarm triggered.
Officers secured building.

Tuesday, 2:55 a.m., Star
Financial. Damage to ATM.

Tuesday, 9:11 a.m., resi-
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Police Notebook

dence on Ind. 124. Found
bicycle.

Tuesday, 11:52 a.m., resi-
dence on Oak Street. Juve-
nile not returned home in
nearly 24 hours.

Tuesday, 3:16 p.m.,
Bluffton Super Wash. Truck
reportedly damaged washer.

Tuesday, 7:06 p.m., The
Cellular Connection. Indi-
vidual had provided false
information and stolen two
phones.

Tuesday, 7:22 p.m., resi-
dence on North Main Street.
Caller wants an officer to
explain to their mentally dis-
abled child why not to take
a found empty gun shell to
school. Officer disposed of
empty shell.

Tuesday, 10:02 p.m., Bar-
gain Hut. Suspicious male
walking in circles. Male
detained with report to follow.

Wednesday, 4:08 a.m.,
KOA Campground. Com-
plaint of barking dog in the
area.

Wednesday, 7:52 a.m.,
residence on West Market
Street. Report of vandalism
to window.

Wednesday, 8:43 a.m.,
McDonalds. Suspected car-
bon monoxide leak. Building
advised to evacuate. Leak

found to be a faulty beverage
line.

Wednesday, 11:45 a.m.,
Bluffton High School. Stu-
dent cited for possession of
a vape.

Wednesday, 12:10 p.m.,
Landmark Recovery. Man
previously in recovery pro-
gram wanting help retrieving
his property. Staff said they
lost the items.

County:

Monday, 1:10 p.m., resi-
dence on 200W, Markle.
Assist with Department of
Child Services. DCS took
custody of two children.

Monday, 1:46 p.m., North
Meridian Road and East
200N, rural Bluffton. Eight
bags of trash dumped on the
side of the road.

Monday, 4:04 p.m., resi-
dence on 200W, Markle.
Resident wished to report
damage done to the door
when deputies had prior
assisted the Department of
Child Services earlier. Depu-
ty located and photographed
a hairline crack in the door
for evidence.

Monday, 5:33 p.m., North
300W and West 100N. Unat-
tended vehicle with keys
in the ignition and doors
locked.

" ATalk with Tego

Biscuit is a one-year-
old, domestic short hair,
spayed female.

information call 824-6063.

N

Jax is a one-year-old,
domestic short hair, neu-
tered male.

Tego’s Tips: These cats are all super friendly and
would make great family pets!

These are just a few pets available for adoption at the Wells
County Animal Shelter, 1613 W. Cherry St., Bluffton. For more

Jet is a seven-month-old,
domestic short hair, neu-
tered male.

State “school choice” advocates
up lobbying efforts for more
private, charter school funding

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana’s leading “school
choice” advocates are mobi-
lizing families at Hoosier
private schools and ramp-
ing up lobbying efforts to
expand the state’s voucher
program.

The latest push includes
a statewide poll and mul-
tiple local advocacy events
intended to sway the state’s
budget writers.

The Institute for Quality
Education, an Indianapolis-
based nonprofit that backs
the state’s charter school and
private school voucher pro-
grams, is the main driving
force behind the campaign.

Betsy Wiley, IQE’s presi-
dent and CEOQ, confirmed to
the Indiana Capital Chron-
icle that the organization
just finished up a statewide
survey. Wiley said the poll is
“a pretty broad brush” that
could be used to persuade
lawmakers to increase dol-
lars for private and charter
schools in the final days of
the legislative session.

Results of the survey are
not yet available.

Increased calls for
expanded private and char-
ter school funding come
amid lawmaker delibera-
tions around the next two-
year state budget, which
must be finalized by the end
of the legislative session in
late April.

Nearly half of the House
Republican budget, 48 per-
cent, goes to K-12 educa-
tion, which will get a boost
of nearly $2 billion over its
current appropriation. One-
third of that new funding
will go to vouchers, howev-
er, drawing pushback from
Democrats and other critics
who maintain that such a
move will take critical fund-
ing away from traditional
public schools.

New statewide survey
centers around private and
charter school funding

IQE has conducted simi-
lar surveys in recent years,
often at the midpoint of
the legislative session, to
test public opinion on the
group’s “school choice”
agenda items.

The group’s political
action committee — Hoo-
siers for Quality Education
— has also circulated polls,
as recently as this month.

In addition to demo-
graphic information, the lat-
est IQE survey asks respon-
dents if their local public
schools “have gotten better
or worse in recent years,”’
and to grade local public
schools on an A-F scale.

Numerous questions
aimed specifically at charter
schools focus on equal fund-
ing for such schools.

A new funding stream
carved into the House-
approved version of the
budget would mandate the
amount of funds every pub-
lic school district and char-
ter school receives for oper-
ations, which are collected
through local property taxes.

Another, along similar

lines, questions:

Like traditional pub-
lic schools, public charter
schools are funded by state
and federal funds. However,
traditional public schools
receive local property tax
dollars to pay for teacher
salaries, building needs,
school security, and trans-
portation. Indiana’s public
charter schools don’t receive
any local property tax dol-
lars. Considering charter
schools in Indiana are free,
public, and open to all stu-
dents, would you support
or oppose providing public
charter schools a fair share
of local property tax dollars
dedicated for public educa-

tion without raising taxes?

Other survey questions
gauge Hoosiers’ thoughts on
the state’s “school choice”
program, known as Choice
Scholarships, which allows
families to receive vouchers
to attend private schools.

In addition to asking about
“general support” for Choice
Scholarships, the survey
seeks opinions about a pro-
posal to raise the program’s
income eligibility limit.

The average fam-
ily of four with a household
income of $154,000 or less
is currently eligible for the
voucher program. Under the
new GOP-backed budget
proposal, families making
up to 400 percent of the fed-
eral poverty level, roughly
$220,000, would qualify for
vouchers.

Private schools call
on lawmakers

As part of its campaign,
IQE is additionally calling
on Hoosier families to con-
tact state lawmakers and
express support for “private
school choice” and “char-
ter school funding” in the
state’s budget.

Part of that is being car-
ried out through a joint
effort between IQE and the
Indiana Non-Public Edu-
cation Association, bring-
ing speakers and advocacy
activities to private schools
around the state.

Online and across social
media, individual private
and charter schools are
also encouraging families
to contact state lawmakers
directly, especially after a
top GOP senator called for
voucher school reforms —
not expansion — in the cur-
rent legislative session.

This story was provided
to the News-Banner by the
Hoosier State Press Associa-
tion’s Information Network.

Tuesday, 8:07 a.m.,
Ind. 218 near West Merd-
ian Road, Poneto. Amy J.
Caldwell, 51, Berne, was
driving a 2005 Chevro-
let Trailblazer SUV west-
bound and lost control of
the vehicle due to ice on the
roadway. The vehicle spun
clockwise, striking several
shrubs and a flagpole at 290
West Main Street in Poneto,
and came to rest. The vehicle
was towed by Wyatt’s. Dam-
age exceeded $1,000.

Tuesday, 1:29 p.m., resi-
dence on 200W, Keystone.
Deputy assisted with the
Department of Child Ser-
vices.

Tuesday, 1:41 p.m., resi-
dence on Ind. 116, Markle.
Request for a welfare check
on a man acting agitated and
making comments about self
harm. Man advised he was
fine, and his wife explained
what had happened. Depu-
ty spoke with the man and
offered to transport him to
the veteran’s affairs hospi-
tal in Marion, and the man
agreed.

Tuesday, 5:20 p.m., Pine
Grove Apartments, Bluffton.
Alarm. Building secured.

Tuesday, 9 p.m., North
Ind. 1 and East 700N, Jeffer-

son Township. Broken down
vehicle. Deputy stood by
during battery replacement.

Wednesday, 8:27 a.m.,
residence on 100E, rural
Bluffton. Probation office
requesting a welfare check
for woman involved in a
domestic violence situation
and unable to be located.

Wednesday, 9:15 a.m.,
T7717S 900W, Warren. Con-
tractors had triggered the
burglar alarm.

ACCIDENTS

City:

Monday, 3:54 p.m.,
Bluffton-Harrison Elemen-
tary School. Amy L. Gilbert,
39, Bluffton, was driving
a 2013 Chevrolet Impala
and backed into a parked
2018 Dodge Grand Can-
yon, resulting in slight scuff
marks, paint transfer and
damage to the bumper. Dam-
age exceeded $1,000.

Tuesday, 5:17 p.m., 632
North Main St. John Corwin,
73, Pennville, was driving a
2009 GMC Sierra pick-up
truck northbound on Ind.
1 and fell asleep, striking a
2014 Kia Forte driven by
Kelly D. Jasper, 25, Mar-
kle, while she was stopped
in the Pizza Hut entrance.
Corwin’s vehicle continued

northbound and hit an AEP
utility pole, breaking it off
at the bottom. Both vehicles
were towed by Freeman’s.
Corwin complained of neck
and back pain and was trans-
ported by EMS to Bluffton
Regional Medical Center.
Damage exceeded $25,000.

County:

Tuesday, 5:45 a.m., Ind. 1
at 1000S, Petroleum. Madi-
son McConn, 26, Bluffton,
was driving a 2003 Ford
Taurus southbound on Ind.
1 and encountered slick road
conditions, losing control
of the vehicle and spinning
nearly 180 degrees. The
vehicle took out a road sign
and rolled into a ditch before
coming to rest. The vehicle
was towed by Wyatt’s. Dam-
age exceeded $5,000.

ARRESTS

Atonia Louise Myers, 62,
Decatur; operating a vehicle
with a blood alcohol content
of .15 or higher and operat-
ing a vehicle while intoxicat-
ed endangerment, both Class
A misdemeanors. Bond set
at $1,500.

Kyle Allen Peterson, 44,
Bluffton; operating a vehicle
while intoxicated, a Class A
misdemeanor. Bond set at
$500.

Indiana Briefs

Indiana couple arrested for

alleged role in Capitol riot

BROWNSBURG, Ind. (AP) — A sub-
urban Indianapolis couple was arrested
Wednesday on charges alleging that they
took part in the 2021 riot at the U.S. Capi-
tol.

Arthur Reyher, 38, and Jessica Reyher,
38, were arrested in Indiana on a felony civil
disorder charge and four misdemeanors,
prosecutors said in a news release.

The Brownsburg residents, who were
charged in U.S. District Court for the Dis-
trict of Columbia, appeared Wednesday in
federal court in Indianapolis. They were
released without bond, told to surrender thei
passports and to restrict their travel, WISH-
TV reported.

Online court records do not list attorneys
who could speak the Reyhers’ behalf.

A criminal complaint alleges the couple
was among the first group of rioters to enter
the tunnel areas of the Capitol, The India-
napolis Star reported.

They allegedly entered the tunnel near
the Capitol’s Lower West Terrace three
separate times on Jan. 6, 2021, joining oth-
ers pushing against police officers while
trying to enter the Capitol. The complaint
alleges the mob’s pushing pinned one offi-
cer against a shield and a door, causing him
pain.

Arthur Reyher was seen on officer body
camera footage and surveillance cameras
chanting “Our House” as they pushed, the
complaint alleges. The pushing continued
for several minutes until police shoved the
rioters, including the Reyhers, out of the
area.

Investigators said an anonymous tip-
ster told them the Reyhers were posting on
Facebook about their involvement in the
riot.

Arthur Reyher allegedly told law
enforcement he and his wife were at the
Capitol, and said he believed former Presi-
dent Donald Trump lost the election because
of voter fraud.

Warrant issued in fatal

shooting outside Indy mall

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — An arrest war-
rant was issued Tuesday for a 19-year-old
Indianapolis man charging him with volun-
tary manslaughter and battery in a shooting
at an Indianapolis shopping mall that killed
another teen and injured a man.

The warrant was issued by a Marion
County court. The suspect was not in cus-
tody Tuesday evening.

The Jan. 3 shooting outside Castleton
Square Mall on the city’s far northeast side
killed 16-year-old Michael Mason Jr.

Court documents say Mason and the
man who was injured were at the mall and
walked to a car that looked like theirs and
was parked in the same area. The man told
police the suspect opened fire from the car’s
back seat, killing Mason, then chased him as
he ran from the car and shot him from about
10 feet away.

The suspect told police he thought he
was about to robbed and opened fire to pro-
tect himself.

The shooting was the first of two this
year at the mall. An 18-year-old man
accidentally shot himself there on Feb.
17.

Wells County to receive estimated $3,935 in federal
funds for emergency food and shelter programs
Applications due from qualified organizations by Friday, March 31, 2023

Wells County has been notified that it
will be awarded an estimated $3935 fed-
eral Emergency Food and Shelter Program
(EFSP) funds through the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security, as appropriated by
Congress.

A Local Board will determine how the
funds awarded to Wells County are to be dis-
tributed among local agencies in the area. The
Local Board is responsible for recommending
agencies to receive these funds. In anticipa-
tion of this award and deadlines, the Local

EFSP Board is encouraging local agencies
that meet requirements to apply for the funds.

Nonprofit organizations or public agen-
cies interested in applying for Phase 40
Emergency Food and Shelter Program funds
must contact Local Board Chair, 122 LaMar
St., Suite 118, Bluffton, IN 46714 or UWDi-
rector@unitedwaywells.org with a letter
with the amount requested and whether it
is for utilities, housing or food. The dead-
line for applications to be received is Friday,
March 31,2023.

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

T WE

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

FREE INFORMATION - FREE EDUCATION ON
ALL OUR PRODUCTS WE ARE FORMER TEACHERS

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE USTO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get

FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall » 260-824-1618
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Be careful what
you consider your ‘right’

I hope to make lots of new friends
today by reminding Hoosiers of
something: You do not have a right to
food, shelter or health care.

Before I am accused of being self-

ish and heartless, which I assuredly

will be, let’s try to make a distinction.
Yes, you do need those things

if you are to have any chance of a

meaningful existence. And maybe, as Leo
a fellow human being, I should help .
provide them for you if you can’t do Morris
it all yourself.

Call it a moral obligation, a
perhaps. Or my duty as a (H0081er
good citizen. Or simply my ()
implied commitment as a Oplnlons

member of the same commu-
nity in which we have shared values.

But they are not your right.

What triggered this rant was an opinion piece distrib-
uted by the Capital Chronicle news service. It declared
that Indiana has the highest single-housing cost burden
in all Midwest states for the lowest-income residents,
and detailed how the state was far friendlier to landlords
than tenants and lamented the lack of “affordable hous-
ing” here.

We can accept all that as true and have a good discus-
sion about what should be done about it. But the article
lost me in the way it was framed: “Housing is not a
human right in Indiana,” the headline screamed.

Nor anywhere else, I thought.

Rights, properly understood, at least in connection
with this country’s foundational concepts, belong to all
of us. We have them simply because we are human —
call them natural or God-given depending on your phi-
losophy. And they are inalienable; they cannot be taken
away. The purpose of government, in fact, is not to dis-
pense rights, but to protect those rights we already have
— to life, liberty, property, the pursuit of happiness.

And the most important part of a right: Exercising
it does not require anybody else to give up a right. My
claim to liberty does not require you to relinquish yours.
Your pursuit of happiness does not negate my pursuit of
happiness. Our only obligation is to respect each other’s
rights.

That is the very concept of rights that this nation was
built upon — negative rights, that is, a delineation of
where government may not tread.

But then came a whole school of thought, stressed by
presidents like Woodrow Wilson and Franklin Roosevelt
and carried on by ones like Barack Obama and Joe
Biden, that declares a commitment to positive rights. We
should not just define areas the government should stay
out of, but also look to it to provide the things we need.

But those “rights” do not pre-exist; they are created
by institutions. They certainly are not inalienable —
they can be removed on a whim, as easily as they are
granted.

And, most important, they do take away from others.
Any exercise of a positive right creates an obligation on
somebody else’s part.

If you have the right to food, somebody must grow it
for you and distribute it to you. If you have the right for
shelter, someone must build it. If you have the right to
medical care, someone must provide it.

And someone must pay for it all. Any assertion of a
“positive right” is a claim against the community as a
whole.

You may think I’m making too fine a distinction
here. We just need to identify what human beings need
to have dignity in their lives and figure out how to pro-
vide it, not nitpick over definitions.

Perhaps I am. If I'd lived in Victorian England and
witnessed the brutal inhumanity visited upon the poor,

I might have flirted with socialism. I think any decent
person would have.

But words matter. The more we cheapen the concept
of what a right is, the more we accept the government as
arbiter of what we deserve to have, and the further we
drift away from freedom. The more of it we give up, the
less we will notice when it keeps eroding.

We are already at the point where the predominant
political philosophy is, “I want what I want when I want
it and how I want it.” Believe it or not, that is not that
far away from, “You’ll take what we give you and like
it.”

We should be careful of what we ask for, and of
whom we ask it. Our right to the pursuit of happiness
includes the option of being stupid. Let’s please not be.

Leo Morris is a Fort Wayne-based columnist for The Indiana
Policy Review. Contact him at leoedits@yahoo.com.

Bahks ® /

More governm

President Ronald Reagan once said,
“The nine most terrifying words in the
English language are ‘I'm from the gov-
ernment, and I'm here to help.””

Shock waves are rippling through the
country after the announcement of the sec-
ond largest bank failure in the country’s
history last week — Silicon Valley Bank.

This just 15 years after the largest bank
failure in the country’s history — Wash-

ington Mutual. Star laws like Dodd-Frank, it builds an attitude in
Research shows that the great collapse the culture that the problem has been solved. In
in 2008, one casualty of which was Wash- Parker this case, that the regulatory system was put in

ington Mutual, was one more example of
the damage done by excessive government.

Then, standards for issuing mortgages deteriorated
as a result of pressure from government entities Fan-
nie Mae, Freddie Mac and the Department of Housing
and Urban Development on lenders to meet afford-
able housing goals. More and more substandard loans
were issued, all taking place under the illusion of
government protection, until the house of cards came
down.

After the total collapse, originating in government
policy designed to allegedly make our lives better, the
Dodd-Frank Act was passed, now with some 8,000
pages of regulations to supposedly strengthen Ameri-
ca’s financial system.

Time and again, a crisis caused by government is
supposedly solved by creating even more government.

So now, with the Dodd-Frank Act in place, passed
under the pretense of “solving” the problems of insta-
bility in our financial system, here we are again.

I make no claims as any kind of expert in finance.
But reading through articles by those who are, the
amazing story that emerges behind SVB is its viola-
tion of principles that any undergraduate student in
business learns. That is, banks make a profit by lend-
ing, investing at higher rates of interest than they pay
on deposits.

So, managing interest rate risk is finance 101. Yet
mismanagement of risk — the bank ignoring huge
problems they would have if interest rates increased
— is what brought it down.

How can it be that people who are allegedly smart
do things that are incredibly stupid? I attribute it to a
detachment from reality. Detachment from reality is
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ent, less reality

a direct symptom of a lot of government and
politicization of our lives.

After the 2008 crisis, there were major gov-
ernment bailouts. This builds into the mentality
of a culture that if you are big enough, govern-
ment will not let you fail. And if you believe
government will not let you fail, that govern-
ment is your friend, you tend to do stupid, irre-
sponsible things.

On top of this, when government passes

place under which banks won’t fail.

As our culture becomes more deeply mired
in a sense that our lives get better with more govern-
ment and politics, more and more business people
become detached from reality.

In this case, over recent years, “woke” culture has
become rooted more and more deeply in business, par-
ticularly high-tech companies, a major customer base
of Silicon Valley Bank.

Woke and ESG investment guidelines — environ-
mental, social and governance — seems to have cap-
tured more attention at Silicon Valley Bank than the
risk management essential to running their business.

The proxy statement of the bank, writes Wall Street
Journal columnist Andy Kessler, notes that the board
is “45 percent women” and there is “1 Black ... 1
LGBTQ+ ... and 2 Veterans. I’m not saying 12 white
men would have avoided this mess,” he continued,
“but the company may have been distracted by diver-
sity demands.”

Republican presidential candidate Vivek Ramas-
wamy notes that SVB announced in 2022 committing
$5 billion in “sustainable finance and carbon neutral
operations to support a healthier planet.”

Worth adding to the picture is that the interest rate
increases that SVB did not anticipate resulted from the
inflation generated by trillions of dollars of govern-
ment spending during COVID.

Now, fellow citizens, hold on to your wallets as our
government bails out SVB, despite Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen saying it won’t happen.

The only good news is it increases prospects for a
Republican victory in 2024.
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‘Tis Golden Tortoise Beetle b’'golly

Folks doon at the pub would have
a craic over hearing this story of ye
ol’ beetle as a St. Patty’s Day tribute.
“He’s talkin’ a load of Blarney,” say
ye a patron. “To be sure, to be sure,”
would reply ye bonny bar maid.

“Sléligte}!l” the pl(ljb l(;rowd
would shout, and then

Angelkeep
Journals

your smile be big
and wide, and

they’d all guffaw and
laugh.

With spring yet a few
days off, celebrated come
Monday, to be sure, to
be sure, Angelkeep, with a quarter
Irish ancestry, found hisself “act-
ing the maggot” as it did all winter

may your pocket
always have a coin
or two inside.”

rainbow. It shone a happy brilliance,
‘n’ that a recollection of a nither olde
Irish blessin’, “May your heart be
light and happy, may

gold, to be sure, can change from a
reddish brown to the metallic-like
shiny gold when disturbed. Also
when in love. It did darken down
some after being rescued from the
watery grave of bucketed rain water.
Sometimes called Goldbug, it might
play dead when disturbed.

This Charidotella sexpunctata bug
was said to be native to America, not
Eire. It had never again been seen,
reminding Angelkeep of the old
Eire proverb, “An rud is annambh is
iontach,” and for those nay with the
Gaelic, “the thing that is seldom is
wonderful.” They were said to enjoy

please mark as “Not for Publication.”

Today in History

By The Associated Press

Today 1is Thursday,
March 16, the 75th day of
2023. There are 290 days
left in the year.

Today’s highlight in his-
tory: On March 16, 1968,
the My Lai massacre took
place during the Vietnam
War as U.S. Army soldiers
hunting for Viet Cong fight-
ers and sympathizers killed
unarmed villagers in two
hamlets of Son My village;
estimates of the death toll
vary from 347 to 504.

On this date:

In 1521, Portuguese
explorer Ferdinand Magel-
lan and his crew reached the
Philippines, where Magel-
lan was killed during a bat-
tle with natives the follow-
ing month.

In 1802, President
Thomas Jefferson signed
a measure authorizing the
establishment of the U.S.
Military Academy at West
Point, New York.

In 1935, Adolf Hitler
decided to break the mili-
tary terms set by the Treaty
of Versailles by ordering the
rearming of Germany.

In 1945, during World
War II, American forces
declared they had secured
Iwo Jima, although pock-
ets of Japanese resistance
remained.

In 1972, in a nationally
broadcast address, Presi-
dent Richard Nixon called
for a moratorium on court-
ordered school busing to
achieve racial desegrega-
tion.

long, refusin’ to accept what was and
dwellin’ on the wonders of ye past
summertime.

“Looks at the state o’ youself,”
Gwen pointed out many ere occasion
iffin a forlorn stare lingered much ta
lang at the patio rockin’ chair ‘n the
fire pan full o’ snow, not ye blazin’
logs.

“Don’t be breakin’ your shin on a
stool that’s no in ye way,” old Paddy
would say.

But summer memories live on in
the mind, to be sure, though as every
member of the clan remembers, ye
ne’er plough a field by turnin’ it o’er
in ye mind. That’s never stopped
Angelkeep.

Last summer, and rememberin’
hinesight’s ta best insight to fore-
sight, photos remained of a bug
leavin’ a lastin’ memory of ye olde
lucky pot o’ gold. “Twas floatin’ in a
green bucket o’ rain water, as green
a bucket as a thousand shamrocks.
Golden ‘twas, bright ‘n shinny, like a
nugget from the pot at the end of the

The golden

and emerald green Alan
bug was saved
from drownin’ and D aug her ty

spoken to via the

Irish proverb, “Do not resent growing
old, many are denied the privilege.”
Released, ‘twas, after more pics, then
research needed for identification. As
me Irish grandpap’s grandpap once
said, “Wisdom is the comb given

to a man after he has lost his hair.”
Internet combed wisdom of unknown
insects.

It was a Golden Tortoise Beetle,
for sure. The outer shell, in reality
elytra, was clear, the shamrock green
bucket had only given the reflective
appearance of that color. The glisten-
ing gold was as true as a nugget in a
leprechaun’s purse.

A bright golden tortoise beetle,

Measured but six millimeter.

Like glass was its back,

Gold wings under that,

Freckled dot rows did adorn her.

This amazing creature, God’s

dining on bindweed and morning
glory, Angelkeep a provider of both
in abundance, and a wee good bit
happy to have help in their invasive
control.

“Twas right-as-Irish to save wee
Golden Tortoise Beetle for Angelkeep
Journals’ introduction just before
St. Patrick’s Day. Angelkeep wishes
GTB a long life, survival of winter,
and a happy spring. Angelkeep remi-
niscences yet a’nither old Irish bles-
sin’, “May you live to be 100 years,
and one extra year to repent.”

Er have ye heard: “Here’s to eyes
in your heads and nay in your spuds.”
“There is no such thing as bad public-
ity except your own obituary.” “If it’s
drownin’ ye’re after, don’t torment
yerself with shallow water.”

And mayhap Gwen’s fave: “Men
are like bagpipes — no sound comes
from them until they are full.”

Sldinte!

Mr. Daugherty is a Wells County resident
who, along with his wife Gwen, enjoy their
backyard and have named it “Angelkeep.”

The ﬁefnz - Z@ammr

News-Banner Publications, Inc.
Evening News est. 1892 « Evening Banner est. 1899 + Consolidated 1929

(USPS 059-200)

Periodicals Postage Paid at Bluffton, IN 46714.
Published every day except Sundays and principal holidays at
125 N. Johnson St., Bluffton IN 46714, Post Office Box 436

George B. Witwer, Chairman of the Board; Doug Brown, President, Publisher;
Dianne Witwer, Secretary/Treasurer. David Schultz, Editor. Mark Miller, Opinion
Page Editor.

Opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily represent the views of this newspaper:



An interesting and a stressful week — with an eclair dessert

How can a Sunday afternoon
possibly be so relaxing after
what seemed like such an event-
ful week? The past week blends
into something like a haze lined
with touches of God’s goodness in
degrees of which I trusted or wor-
ried.

You know how it goes, first
grader Hosanna sprains her ankle
while jumping on the trampoline.
Next little Joshua twists his foot
while taking a bike ride, then hangs
onto Mama every bit of his waking
hours. Yes, there’s also a fatigued
Mama. Daniel’s oldest brother
Tobias and his wife, along with
their two sweet children came for a
four-day visit, blessing us without
end. Tobias even made a pair of
the most adorable crutches for little
Hosanna. A lady’s retreat in Indi-
ana, which I planned to attend, was
to be Friday and Saturday. Finding
baby sitters to watch the children
while Mama was gone for a day
and a half came next. I clutched
my head, wondering if I should
even consider to go or not.
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The Amish
Cook

by Gloria

it doesn’t look like an easy
path, either. Next Sunday
marks 13 years since Dan-
iel and I were united in
marriage. God blessed me
with so much more than I
deserved as he granted me

Honestly, if I knew I’d have to
relive the week, I’d cry. Neither
would I choose to have it differ-
ently. Doesn’t God have a way of
twisting things all for good? Often
after the hardest comes the best.

The ladies’ retreat left me much
encouraged. A hundred wives and
mothers gathered as we shared,
sang, soaked in topics by other
women. To say the least it was
good for me, it brought me back to
the reality that every person around
me is also living a real life with
real challenges.

Sometimes I sigh, next I grin to
myself, wondering what may be
around the next curve. We ought
to fasten our seat belts and let God
take us where he wants us, no mat-
ter the cost or how much it hurts.

I admit, as I think of next week,

12 years of serving as his
wife (or help-mate, as I loved look-
ing at it). As you can imagine, this
year, March 19 holds an entirely
different slant from recent years.

I often wonder and ponder on
what Daniel would tell us if he
could come back for a short season
to tell us what Heaven is like and
what this stage called ‘life’ looks
from Heaven'’s gates.

In my limited imagination, I
see him telling us it’s worth it way
beyond than what we can grasp and
that this life will be over that much
quicker than we think. Wouldn’t
he also assure us that these trials
which now are so real and difficult,
can be swiped away by the hand of
God, as hearts trust him utterly and
completely?

Little Joshua, who was only a

year old when Daddy died, is try-
ing to piece everything together.
It’s hard to grasp that though
Daddy cannot come back to life
as it was a year ago and that as we
obey God, one day we will actually
go to him. Recently when Joshua
was waking from his nap Julia
excitedly asked him, “Who do you
think is here?!” (Referring to Aunt
Mary.)

His delighted response came,
“Daddy!!”

My heart broke, yet in my mind
I recall how Daniel and I together
dedicated our children to God, no
matter the cost, and I know without
a doubt, that even little Joshua will
be cared for by God, his Father in
heaven.

OK, I’ll wrap up, sharing a light
and tasty dessert. This dessert was
something Daniel enjoyed and was
first introduced to us by friends
from Allen County, Indiana.

Eclair Dessert

Crust:

1% cup boiling water

% cup butter

1% cup flour

Y4 tsp. salt

5 eggs

Filling:

1 cup vanilla instant pudding

3 cups milk

1-8 oz. pkg. cream cheese

16 oz. cool whip

Instructions

Place water and butter in a small
sauce pan. Heat over medium heat
until butter has melted.

Add flour, salt, and eggs one at
a time, whisking after each egg.

Press into a greased 13 by 18
inch pan. Bake at 400 for 25 min-
utes.

It will rise as it bakes then go
back down after removed from the
oven, looking a bit humpy.

For the filling, beat all the
ingredients. Pour and spread onto
cooled crust.

Spread 2-3 cups of your favorite
pie filling such as apple, blueberry,
pumpkin, chocolate, or whatever
on top of pudding mixture. (Or if
you prefer drizzle with chocolate
syrup instead.) Chill and serve.

Area Things to See and Do

ALL FOR ONE PRODUCTIONS,
FORT WAYNE
“A Peculiar People,” April 21-23
and 28-30. www.allforonefw.org
ALLEN COUNTY
WAR MEMORIAL COLISEUM
Monster Trucks, March 18; Koe
Wetzel “The Road To Hell Paso” with
The Cadillac Three and Dylan Wheel-
er, March 23; Lucky Duck Children’s
Consignment Sale, March 23-26;
Shipshewana on the Road, March
25-26. www.memorialcoliseum.com
ARENA DINNER THEATER,
FORT WAYNE
“No Sex Please, We’re Brit-
ish,” through March 25. Info: www.
arenadinnertheatre.org
CLYDE THEATER,
FORT WAYNE
Jim Messina, March 26; Ben Folds,
March 28; Queensryche, March 29;
Static X, March 31. ClydeTheatre.com
or at 1-800-514-3849.
EMBASSY THEATER,
FORT WAYNE
Raheen DeVaughn, March 17;
Riverdance, March 23; Pink Droyd,
March 25; “Our Planet Live in Con-
cert,” April 7. Box office hours 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday. Info
at www.fwembassytheatre.org
FIRE AND LIGHT
PRODUCTIONS
Disney’s “Beauty and the Beast,”
March 23-25. University of Saint
Francis Performing Arts Center. Tick-
ets at fireandligtpoductions.com
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
THEATER, FORT WAYNE
“Godspell,” March 24, 25, and 26.

Tickets: 250-422-6329 and www first-
presbyteriantheater.com
FOELLINGER-FREIMANN
BOTANICAL CONSERVATORY
“California Dreamin,”” focusing on
the sun, sand, and surf of a vacation in
the Golden State, is now on display.
1100 S. Calhoun St. in Fort Wayne.
www.botanicalconservatory.org
FOELLINGER OUTDOOR
THEATER, FORT WAYNE
No shows until June. . Info: (260)
427-6715 or FortWayneParks.org
FORT WAYNE ARTLINK
www.artlinkfw.com
FORT WAYNE CIVIC THEATER
“The Complete Works of Wil-
liam Shakespeare (abridged),” March
17-April 2. Arts United Center box
office 260-424-5220; info at www.
fwcivic.org
FORT WAYNE MUSEUM OF ART
Tuesday through Saturday and until
8 p.m. on Thursday, noon to 5 p.m.
Sunday. www.fwmoa.org
FORT WAYNE YOUTHTHEATRE
“Aesop’s Fables,” April 2023. art-
stix.org
FURTH CENTER — ANGOLA
Herman’s Hermit’s, March 17. Info
at trine.edu/furth
HONEYWELL CENTER and
EAGLES THEATRE, WABASH
Honeywell: Kenny Wayne Shep-
herd Band, March 22; Beauty & the
Beast on Ice, March 31; Chapel Hart:
April 1. Sweetwater All-Stars, April
21. www.honeywell.center.org
NISWONGER PEFORMING
ARTS CENTER,

VAN WERT, OHIO
Enrich Community Concert Series,
March 19; The Stepcrew, March
19; Chapel Hart Glory Days Tour,
March 31; Sister Hazel, April 1. Info:
NPACVW.org
PURDUE-FORT WAYNE
THEATER
“Little Women, the Musical,” April
14, 15, 16, 20, 21, 22. Productions at
Williams Theatre on the Purdue-FW
campus; tickets at Purdue box office,
260-481-6555.
SCIENCE CENTRAL,
FORT WAYNE
1950 N. Clinton St. in Fort Wayne.
Hours 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sat-
urday and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. Info
at 260-424-2400 or at www.science-
central.org
SWEETWATER SOUND,
FORT WAYNE
Tickets: 800-514-3849 or eTix
WAGON WHEEL, WARSAW
Community Theater, “The Phantom
of the Wagon Wheel,” April 27-30.
Tickets 866-923-2618 or wagonwheel-
center.org
ABCINEMA, DECATUR
130 W. Monroe St., Decatur. Infor-
mation: www.abcinemainc.com or
260-724-SHOW
BAKER STREET CENTER
FORT WAYNE
“Kiss the Sky — The Jimi Hendrix
Re-Experience,” March 25; “Neil Dia-
mond Superstar — Jack Wright’s Live
Concert Experience,” April 16. www.
bakerstreetcenter.com

Presenting a $10,000 check

Representatives of Valero Renewable’s of Bluffton, at right, recently presented a
$10,000 check to Wells Community Boys & Girls Club Director Vicki Bell and some
of the kids and staff (Alicia, Orion, Sydney, Abby, Margo, Simon, David and Ryan,at
the left. This year the funds were made possible through funds raised at the Valero
Texas Open, a PGA event, and Valero Benefit for Children. The tournament and
associated events generated $22 million in net proceeds for charitable organiza-
tions across the country. Making the presentation were Shawn Stafford, Valero
Engineering manager; Bruce Snyder, Valero QA/QC manager; and Justin Moen,
Valero Plant Manager. Moen explained that “Right now, charity wins every round
in Bluffton. We are proud to partner with this agency and work together to improve

children’s lives in Bluffton.” (Photo provided)

History of schools book presentation

Members of the Wells County Historical Society are
shown presenting a copy of “The History of Wells
County Public Schools: 1837-2022” to Jason Habeg-
ger, Indiana Room/Adult Services Manager. Making the
presentation were the book’s authors Lynn Elliott, Con-
nie Brubaker and Marcia Hotopp. The authors will be
presenting a program at the Bluffton library at 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, March 28, about the information in their book
and signing copies. Registration to attend is appreci-
ated to www.wellscolibrary.org or to 260-824-1612.
(Photo provided)

Spots open in naturalist class

A few chairs are open for students in the Indiana Mas-
ter Naturalist Class that will be held at Ouabache State Park
beginning March 30.

All classes will be held on Thursdays from noon to 3 p.m.
through May 25. The cost is $75, which includes admission
to the park.

Reservations are needed by March 26 to Jody Heaston,
Indiana State Park volunteer coordinator, at jheaston@dnr.
in.gov

Reservations may also be made by calling 463-203-6552.
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Optiists donate to Scouts

Gary Merritt, secretary-treasurer of the Bluffton Optimist Club, presents a check to
Steve Higgins, Wabash Valley District executive of the Boy Scouts of America, Antho-
ny Wayne Area Council. The $250 donation will assist with the program in Wells Coun-
ty. The donation was made possible thanks to the community support of the Optimist
Club’s annual 4-H Fair pork chop dinner and its winter pizza sale. (Photo provided)
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The power of print and the Internet, working
for you! Call 824-0224 for more information.

nb-digital.com

£




Page 6 - The News-Banner - THURSDAY, MARCH 16, 2023

TAY L0R

\ INIVRSITY

AYLOn

Attendees for Jake Parker’s signing are, from left to right, top row: Michael Fenters, Derek Gay, and Adam Prater. Bottom row:
David Parker, Jake Parker, and Hollie Parker. (Photo by Ryan Walker)
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Parker inks letter of intent
to run hurdles at Taylor

By RYAN WALKER

Taylor University gained yet anoth-
er Norwell Knight to its 2023 recruit-
ing class. This time, it was Jake Park-
er’s turn, inking the next four years off
to the track and field team Wednesday
afternoon.

Parker joins football signees Luke
Graft and Kyle Zeddis to Taylor this
fall, but the Trojan purple runs with-
in Parker a little closer than just his
friends.

His father, David Parker, ran hur-
dles for Taylor when he was in school.
Jake will follow the same path and also
be a hurdler.

“Both of my parents went there,
so it’s just kind of always been in my
blood — my aunts and uncles went
there,” Jake Parker said. “I went down
there to visit, and everything just kind
of clicked for me. The coaches, the
teammates, the track program, the
school itself, I just like every aspect of

Healthy Holmes gives Indiana
women best tournament shot

it. Perfect fit.”

The track season has just begun
for Norwell, recently placing 14th of
26 schools at the Bulldog Invitational
at Purdue Fort Wayne’s indoor track
facility. Last season, the team sent two
to the state finals; Parker placed 20th
in the 110-meter hurdles and Winston
Frauhiger 21st in the high jump. The
goal this year is to make it further in
both hurdle events.

“I’'m hoping I’'ll be able to place
in both 110 hurdles and 300 hurdles
down at states,” Parker said. “That’s
definitely a big goal for me, and I think
I can do it with some good push in
myself like that, work hard, and I think
it’ll happen, hopefully.”

The Taylor track and field team has
been quite successful in recent memo-
ry. Last season, the Trojans placed 15th
of 77 teams in the National Associa-
tion of Intercollegiate Athletics in Gulf
Shores, Alabama.

The team also competes in the
Crossroads League, one of the best
track and field conferences in the
NAIA. Taylor, Grace, and Indiana
Wesleyan placed in the top-15 in the
championship meet. Bethel, Hunting-
ton, Mount Vernon Nazarene, and
Marian also made the trip down to
Gulf Shores.

Along with Parker’s parents, other
family members, and friends, Taylor
head coach Derek Gay, who works
with mainly sprinters and hurdlers, and
Norwell head coach Adam Prater were
in attendance. Prater has been a men-
tor for Parker, and it meant a lot to the
senior to have him for his big moment.

“Awesome. (He’s) just pushed me
and helped me to get to where I am
today, so it’s been really cool. He’s
gotten me to where I am today. I really
appreciate him coming up for sure,” he
said.

sports@news-banner.com

SPORTS

High School Calendar

THURSDAY, MARCH 16
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, MARCH 17

No events scheduled.
SATURDAY, MARCH 18
No events scheduled.
MONDAY, MARCH 20
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, MARCH 21
No events scheduled.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22
No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, MARCH 23
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, MARCH 24

No events scheduled.
SATURDAY, MARCH 25
No events scheduled.

Lions re-sign DE John

4 Cominsky to add to

- busy free agent week

By LARRY LAGE
AP Sports Writer

ALLEN PARK, Mich.
(AP) — The Detroit Lions
took another step in shaping
their roster during an active
week in free agency, re-
signing defensive end John
Cominsky to a two-year deal.

Detroit announced the
move Wednesday.

The Lions kicked off
the week by filling perhaps
their biggest need, agreeing
to a $33 million, three-year
contract with cornerback
Cameron Sutton and later
bolstered the position with
Emmanuel Moseley on a $6
million, one-year contract.

Detroit decided David
Montgomery will join
D’Andre Swift in the back-
field, choosing to agree to
an $18 million, three-year
contract with the former
Chicago Bear instead of re-
signing Jamaal Williams
after his career year.

The Lions ranked among
the league’s worst defenses
last season, but have re-
signed players they believe
can help the unit turn around

with the help of additions in
free agency and the draft.

Detroit agreed to have
veteran linebacker Alex
Anzalone anchor the mid-
dle of the defense, invest-
ing nearly $19 million in
him over three years, and
brought back defensive
tackle Isaiah Buggs.

The Lions have some
young, promising pass rush-
ers and Cominsky adds some
experience to the group.

Cominsky had a career-
high four sacks last sea-
son, his fourth in the NFL.
He started in eight games
and played in six as a key
backup, helping Detroit win
eight of its last 10 games to
finish with a winning record
for the first time since 2017
in coach Dan Campbell’s
second season.

Atlanta drafted Comin-
sky in the fourth round four
years ago out of the Univer-
sity of Charleston in West
Virginia. He started in one
game and played in a total
of 27 over three seasons for
the Falcons, getting 1 1/2
sacks and and 41 tackles.

Arizona State’s big first half
buries Nevada in First Four

By MICHAEL MAROT
AP Sports Writer

BLOOMINGTON, Ind.
(AP) — Indiana center
Mackenzie Holmes spent a
whole year working so she
could take one more shot

at an
NCAA
champi-
onship.
She
com -
mitted
her -
self to
recov-
ering
fully
rom
the left
knee injury that limited her
mobility and productivity
last March when the Hoo-
siers fell short of their title
dreams. She promised to
come back a better, stronger
player.

After leading the Hoo-
siers through an unfor-
gettable season, Holmes
finally gets her chance to
show everyone she’s happy,
healthy and capable of help-
ing Indiana meet the lofty
expectations that come with
being a No. 1 seed in the
NCAA Tournament.

“I think it’s really cool
to see different teams get-
ting those one-seeds and
just being in those top-10,
top-five teams because in
years past, it’s pretty consis-
tently been the same teams,”
Holmes said after the pair-
ings were announced Sun-
day. “So to see how much
the game has grown and
all these different teams up
there has been really cool.”

Indiana is one of this year’s
intriguing top-line newcom-
ers and Holmes, of course, is

Makenzie
Holmes

ments.

The Hoosiers jumped
from a 10th-place confer-
ence finish in 2018-19 to
fourth in Holmes’ first col-
lege season. When Holmes
became a full-time starter
in Year 2, Indiana finished
second in the Big Ten and
advanced to the Elite Eight.
Last season, with Holmes
hobbled, the Hoosiers
slipped to a fourth-place
conference and lost in the
regional semifinals.

But in what has undoubt-
edly been the best of her
career, Holmes respond-
ed by leading Indiana to
unprecedented heights for
one obvious reason. She’s
healthy.

“I’'m not who I was when
I came back from my surgery
last season,” Holmes said
after a February victory. “I
learned from it, and I think
I’m better because of it.”

Holmes was named a
first-team AP All-Ameri-
can on Wednesday. She’d
already earned her third
straight all-

since 1982-83.

“A lot of the credit goes
to Grace (Berger) and coach
Moren and Mac, they built
this program,” said Syd-
ney Parrish, Indiana’s 2020
Indiana Miss Basketball
who tranferred back to her
home state from Oregon
before this season. “They’re
the ones that did this. They
built it from the bottom, a
program that wasn’t much at
the start.”

They’re not finished,
either.

On Saturday, Indiana hosts
NCAA tourney games for the
second straight season and the
second time in school history.
They’ll face either Tennessee
Tech (22-9) or Monmouth
(18-15), who meet in Thurs-
day’s play-in game. Eighth-
seeded Oklahoma State (21-
11) and ninth-seeded Miami
(19-12) meet in Saturday’s
second game.

Could all of this have
happened last season had
Holmes not needed midsea-
son surgery?

“Once Mac

conference
selection, made
her second
appearance on
the league’s all-
defensive team
and was select-
ed as the Big
Ten’s player of
the year.

She starts

got hurt, she
wasn’t quite
100%,” Moren
said last fall.
“So I think
in retrospect,
when we look
back at what
could have
been differ-
ent — if Mac

postseason play
ranked No. 7
nationally in scoring with a
career-best 22.3 points per
game, second nationally
in field goal percentage at
68.8% and second in the Big
Ten with 1.9 blocks.
Holmes and her team-
mates never measured suc-

would have
been 100% —
could we have won a Big
Ten championship? I think
we could have.”

The Hoosiers have never
been big on reflection and
they’re not about to start
now as they step into the
national spotlight with

By MITCH STACY
AP Sports Writer

DAYTON, Ohio (AP) — DJ Horne
had 20 points and Arizona State raced
to a big halftime lead and scored the
most points ever in a First Four game,
burying Nevada 98-73 on Wednesday
night.

Desmond Cambridge Jr. — a
Nevada transfer — scored 17 points as
Arizona State (23-12) led 53-26 at the
half and then kept up the pressure on
the way to the rout.

The first-half output was a season
high for Arizona State, which advanced
as a No. 11 seed to face TCU in a West
Region first-round game on Friday in
Denver.

Arizona State hit 67.7% of its shots
from the floor and forced 10 turnovers
in the first half, piling up a 22-2 run
over eight minutes to pull away, mean-

while keeping the pressure on and forc-
ing the Wolf Pack to the perimeter.

Will Baker scored 17 and Tre Cole-
man had 14 for the Wolf Pack (22-11).
One of Nevada’s top players, Kenan
Blackshear, picked up three fouls early
and sat on the bech for more than five
minutes of the opening half. Averag-
ing 14.4 per game, he was held to four
points.

BIG PICTURE

Nevada: The Wolf Pack shot better
in the second half, but couldn’t climb
out of the hole Arizona State put them
in early. They couldn’t get closer than
19 points after halftime.

Arizona State: The Sun Devils
forced 11 turnovers and kept the pres-
sure on in the second half after Nevada
was already buried. They were 11 for
21 (52.4%) from beyond the 3-point
line.

Fairleigh Dickinson beats
Texas Southern in First Four

By JACOB BENGE
Associated Press

DAYTON, Ohio (AP) — Ansley
Almonor scored 23 points and Fairleigh
Dickinson beat Texas Southern 84-61
Wednesday night to earn its first NCAA
Tournament win in four seasons.

The Knights held a 14-2 lead after a
12-0 run in the opening 3:29 and didn’t
never gave up the lead. Grant Singleton
scored seven points during a 19-6 run
in which the Knights led by as many as
18 points at the end of the first half.

Jordan Gilliam made a jumper
that got Texas Southern as close as 10
points with 10:01 left in the second
half. The Tigers shot 42% and went 1
for 17 from 3-point distance.

Fairleigh Dickinson shot 50% and
advanced to the East Region to play
top-seeded Purdue in Columbus, Ohio,
on Friday.

Joe Munden Jr. scored 17 points,
Demetre Roberts had 15, Singleton fin-
ished with 13 and Sean Moore 10 for
Fairleigh Dickinson (20-15).

John Walker III led Texas Southern
(14-21) with 22 points. Joirdon Karl
Nicholas added 10.

BIG PICTURE

Fairleigh Dickinson: First-year coach
Tobin Anderson turned around a Knights
squad that went 4-22 a season ago.

UP NEXT

Fairleigh Dickinson will play Pur-

due on Friday.

Fox hits 3 to lift Kings over Bulls

By MATT CARLSON DeMar DeRozan led Chicago with 33

a big reason the Hoosiers are
viewed as a legitimate cham-
pionship contender.

Since arriving on cam-
pus in 2019-20, the 6-foot-
3 Maine native has been a
double-digit scorer, a solid
rebounder and a team-first
player. As Holmes fine-
tuned her all-around skills,
coach Teri Moren increas-
ingly structured her offense
to run through the post.

Not surprisingly, Indi-
ana’s ascent tracked perfect-
ly with Holmes’ improve-

cess by individual stat lines
and that perspective has
helped them produce the
best season in school history.

Indiana (27-3) broke the
program record for over-
all wins and tied the mark
for conference wins (16). It
finished the season ranked
a program-best No. 2, set
four new single-game home
attendance marks capped
by the first-ever Assembly
Hall sellout as the Hoosiers
celebrated their first regular-
season conference crown

Holmes and Berger, the
scrappy fifth-year guard,
playing the leading roles.

Instead, Indiana intends
to rely on its nimble center-
piece as long as possible.

“I know there are a lot of
good post (players) in the
country, but there’s none
better than the one that lives
in Bloomington right now,”
Purdue coach Katie Gearlds
said. “If they stay healthy, if
they stay out of foul trouble,
there’s a good chance we
see this team in Dallas.”

Associated Press

CHICAGO (AP) — De’Aaron Fox hit
a 3-pointer with 0.7 seconds left to give the
Sacramento Kings a 117-114 victory over
the Chicago Bulls on Wednesday night.

Fox scored 32 points on 12-for-17 shoot-
ing, hitting four 3-pointers.

Domantas Sabonis had his second
straight triple-double and 11th of the season
— finishing with 14 points, 17 rebounds and
10 assists — and Sacramento roared back in
the second half with hot 3-point shooting.

Malik Monk had 19 points, going 5 for
8 on 3s as the Kings overcame a 10-point
halftime deficit to win for the fourth time in
five and improve to 9-2 in their last 11.

tie it.

rebounds.

points and hit a 3-pointer from the top of the
arc with 11.6 seconds left to cut the Kings’
lead to 114-113. He was fouled by Harrison
Barnes and completed a four-point play to

Zach LaVine added 25 points, and
Nikola Vucevic had 20 points and 14

Chicago closed it to 113-110 on LaVine’s
dunk with 17.8 seconds left. Kessler
Edwards hit just one of two free throws after
being fouled by DeRozan to give Sacramen-
to a four-point lead with 15.7 to go.

UP NEXT

Kings: At Brooklyn on Thursday night
Bulls: Host Minnesota on Friday night.
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BASKETBALL
College

Men’s Scores Wednesday, Mar. 15

NCAA FIRST FOUR

Fairleigh Dickinson 84, Texas
Southern 61

Arizona St. 98, Nevada 73

NIT

Morehead St. 68, Clemson 64

UCF 67, Florida 49

Oklahoma St. 69, Youngstown St.
64

North Texas 69, Alcorn St. 53

Cincinnati 81, Virginia Tech 72

Sam Houston 58, Santa Clara 56

National Basketball
Association

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

L Pct GB
Boston 48 22 .686 —
Philadelphia 46 22 .676 1
New York 41 30 .577 7%
Brooklyn 39 30 .565 8%
Toronto 33 36 .478
Southeast Division

Pct GB
Miami 38 33 .535 —
Atlanta 34 35 493 3
Washington 32 37 .464 5
Orlando 28 41 .406 9
Charlotte 22 49 310 16

Central Division

W L Pct GB
x-Milwaukee 50 19 .725 —
Cleveland 44 28 611 A

Chicago 31 37 456 18%
Indiana 31 38 .449 19
Detroit 16 54 229 34%
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

L Pct GB
Memphis 41 27 .603 —
Dallas 35 35 .500 7

New Orleans 33 36 .478 8%

San Antonio 18 51 261 23%
Houston 17 52 246 24
Northwest Division

Pct GB
Denver 46 23 .667 —
Minnesota 35 35 .500 11%

Oklahoma City34 35 .493 12
Utah 33 36 .478 13
Portland 31 38 .449 15
Pacific Division
W L Pct GB
Sacramento 41 27 .603 —
Phoenix 37 32 .536 4%
Golden State 36 33 .522 5%
L.A. Clippers 36 33 .522 5%
L.A.Lakers 34 36 .486 8
x-clinched playoff spot
Tuesday’s Games
Washington 117, Detroit 97
Cleveland 120, Charlotte 104
Toronto 125, Denver 110
San Antonio 132, Orlando 114
L.A. Lakers 123, New Orleans 108
Oklahoma City 121, Brooklyn 107
New York 123, Portland 107
Milwaukee 116, Phoenix 104
Wednesday’s Games
Miami 138, Memphis 119
Philadelphia 118, Cleveland 109
Boston 104, Minnesota 102
Sacramento 117, Chicago 114
Houston 114, L.A. Lakers 110
Dallas 137, San Antonio 128, OT
Golden State at L.A. Clippers, 10
p.m.
Thursday’s Games
Denver at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Sacramento at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Indiana at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.
Orlando at Phoenix, 10 p.m.
Friday’s Games
Philadelphia at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Golden State at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Washington at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
Memphis at San Antonio, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at Chicago, 8 p.m.
New Orleans at Houston, 8 p.m.
Boston at Portland, 10 p.m.
Dallas at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Denver at New York, 1 p.m.
Orlando at L.A. Clippers, 3 p.m.
Minnesota at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Golden State at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Miami at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Sacramento at Washington, 8 p.m.
Boston at Utah, 9 p.m.

HOCKEY

National Hockey

League

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA

x-Boston 6650 11 5105248148
Toronto 6740 18 9 89227 181
Tampa Bay 6840 22 6 86237207
Florida 673327 7 73229226
Buffalo 673328 6 72246244
Ottawa 673330 4 70210218
Detroit 673028 9 69200219
Montreal 6827 35 6 60190248

Metropolitan Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Carolina 6644 14 8 96222168
New Jersey 6744 17 6 94236181
N.Y. Rangers 67 38 19 10 86222 189
Pittsburgh 67 34 23 10 78221216
N.Y. Islanders6934 27 8 76198 192
Washington 6933 29 7 73216209
Philadelphia 6724 32 11 59172222
Columbus 662138 7 49175249
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA

Dallas 6837 18 13 87236 185
Minnesota 6738 21 8 84195178
Colorado 6638 22 6 82216186
Winnipeg 6838 27 3 79213194
Nashville 6534 24 7 75188190
St. Louis 6629 32 5 63205242
Arizona 6825 32 11 61192240
Chicago 6723 38 6 52171239

Pacific Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Vegas 6842 20 6 90222188
Los Angeles 6839 20 9 87233223

Edmonton 6837 23 8 82264 231
Seattle 6737 23 7 81234216
Calgary 683024 14 74212209
Vancouver 6629 32 5 63227 255
Anaheim 6722 35 10 54172271
x-San Jose 6819 36 13 51198263

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point
for overtime loss. Top three teams in
each division and two wild cards per
conference advance to playoffs.
x-clinched playoff spot

y-clinched division

z-clinched conference

Tuesday’s Games

Carolina 5, Winnipeg 3

Vegas 5, Philadelphia 3

Tampa Bay 4, New Jersey 1
Montreal 6, Pittsburgh 4

N.Y. Rangers 5, Washington 3
Nashville 2, Detroit 1

Chicago 6, Boston 3

Edmonton 6, Ottawa 3

Vancouver 5, Dallas 2

Arizona 4, Calgary 3, OT

Los Angeles 5, N.Y. Islanders 2
Columbus 6, San Jose 5, OT
Wednesday’s Games

Colorado 2, Toronto 1, SO
Washington 5, Buffalo 4, SO
Minnesota at St. Louis, 9:30 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Anaheim, 10 p.m.
Thursday’s Games

Colorado at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Montreal at Florida, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
Tampa Bay at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Boston at Winnipeg, 8 p.m.
Chicago at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Dallas at Edmonton, 9 p.m.
Calgary at Vegas, 10 p.m.
Vancouver at Arizona, 10 p.m.
Columbus at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m.
Seattle at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.
Friday’s Games

Buffalo at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Carolina at Toronto, 7 p.m.

St. Louis at Washington, 7 p.m.
Columbus at Anaheim, 10 p.m.
Saturday’s Games

Colorado at Detroit, 1 p.m.

Boston at Minnesota, 2 p.m.

Winnipeg at Nashville, 2 p.m.
Edmonton at Seattle, 4 p.m.
Carolina at Philadelphia, 5 p.m.
New Jersey at Florida, 6 p.m.
Montreal at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Rangers, 8 p.m.
Dallas at Calgary, 10 p.m.
Vancouver at Los Angeles, 10 p.m.
Chicago at Arizona, 10:30 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.

BASEBALL
Spring Training

AMERICAN LEAGUE
w

L Pct.
Kansas City 14 5 .737
LA Angels 1 5 .688
Boston 10 5 .667
Toronto 12 7 .632
Chicago WSox 8 6 .571
Houston 8 6 .571
Seattle 9 7 .563
Detroit 1 9 .550
Tampa Bay 9 8 .529
Minnesota 8 8 .500
NY Yankees 9 10 474
Baltimore 8 9 471
Texas 8 11 421
Oakland 7 10 412
Cleveland 5 11 .313
NATIONAL LEAGUE
w L Pct.
LA Dodgers 10 4 714
St. Louis 10 5 .667
Chicago Cubs 10 7 .588
Philadelphia 9 8 .529
Atlanta 8 8 .500
Cincinnati 9 10 474
Washington 7 8 .467
San Diego 8 10 444
Milwaukee 7 9 438
Colorado 7 10 412
NY Mets 7 10 412
Arizona 7 11 .389
San Francisco 7 11 .389
Miami 4 11 .267
Pittsburgh 4 12 .250

Tuesday’s Games

Tampa Bay 7, Minnesota (ss) 4

Pittsburgh (ss) 2, Minnesota (ss) 2

St. Louis 3, Houston (ss) 3

Baltimore 7, Pittsburgh (ss) 6

Atlanta 15, Philadelphia 5

Detroit 6, Boston 2

Miami 1, Houston (ss) 0

Washington 5, N.Y. Mets 0

L.A. Angels 8, Cleveland 6

Chicago White Sox 5, Oakland 4

Seattle 8, Kansas City (ss) 6

San Francisco 7, Arizona 6

N.Y. Yankees 10, Toronto 3

Colorado 5, Chicago Cubs 2

Cincinnati 5, Kansas City (ss) 3

Wednesday’s Games

Boston 9, Tampa Bay 1

Houston 9, Atlanta 3

Philadelphia 9, N.Y. Yankees 8

Toronto 7, Pittsburgh 1

Washington at Miami, ppd.

St. Louis 4, N.Y. Mets 1

Chicago White Sox at San Fran-
cisco (ss), ppd.

Texas 4, Kansas City 3

Seattle at Oakland, ppd.

San Francisco (ss) at Arizona (ss),

d

ppd.

Chicago Cubs at Cincinnati, ppd.

Colorado at L.A. Dodgers, can-
celled

Milwaukee at Arizona (ss), can-
celled

Cleveland at San Diego, cancelled

Thursday’s Games

Atlanta vs. Tampa Bay (ss) at St.
Petersburg, Florida, 1:05 p.m.

Houston vs. St. Louis at Sarasota,
Florida, 1:05 p.m.

Tampa Bay (ss) vs. Minnesota at
Fort Myers, Florida, 1:05 p.m.

Arizona vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa,
Arizona, 4:05 p.m.

Chicago White Sox vs. Cleveland
at Goodyear, Arizona, 4:05 p.m.

Oakland vs. Kansas City at Sur-
prise, Arizona, 4:05 p.m.

L.A. Angels vs. Milwaukee at Phoe-
nix, Arizona, 4:10 p.m.

San Diego vs. Colorado at Scotts-
dale, Arizona, 4:10 p.m.

San Francisco vs. Seattle at Peo-
ria, Arizona, 4:10 p.m.

N.Y. Mets vs. Washington at Palm
Beach, Florida, 6:05 p.m.

Toronto vs. Baltimore at Sarasota,
Florida, 6:05 p.m.

Philadelphia vs. Detroit at Lake-
land, Florida, 6:05 p.m.

Pittsburgh vs. N.Y. Yankees at
Tampa, Florida, 6:35 p.m.

Texas vs. L.A. Dodgers at Phoenix,
Arizona, 9:05 p.m.

Friday’s Games

Atlanta vs. Boston at Fort Myers,
Florida, 1:05 p.m.

Baltimore vs. Minnesota at Fort
Myers, Florida, 1:05 p.m.

Washington vs. Houston at Palm
Beach, Florida, 1:05 p.m.

Tampa Bay vs. Pittsburgh at Bra-
denton, Florida, 1:05 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees vs. Detroit at Lake-
land, Florida, 1:05 p.m.

Toronto (ss) vs. Philadelphia (ss) at
Clearwater, Florida, 1:05 p.m.

Philadelphia (ss) vs. Toronto (ss) at
Dunedin, Florida, 1:07 p.m.

St. Louis vs. Miami (ss) at Sara-
sota, Florida, 1:10 p.m.

Chicago Cubs (ss) vs. Chicago
White Sox at Phoenix, Arizona, 4:05

p.m.

L.A. Dodgers vs. Chicago Cubs
(ss) at Mesa, Arizona, 4:05 p.m.

Milwaukee vs. Texas at Surprise,
Arizona, 4:05 p.m.

San Francisco vs. Oakland at
Mesa, Arizona, 4:05 p.m.

Arizona vs. Colorado at Scottsdale,
Arizona, 4:10 p.m.

Kansas City vs. L.A. Angels at
Tempe, Arizona, 4:10 p.m.

Miami (ss) vs. N.Y. Mets at Port St.
Lucie, Florida, 6:10 p.m.

Cleveland vs. Cincinnati at Good-
year, Arizona, 9:05 p.m.

Seattle vs. San Diego at Peoria,
Arizona, 9:40 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS

Wednesday’s Transactions
BASEBALL

Major League Baseball

American League

BOSTON RED SOX — Reassigned
LHP Matt Dermody to minor league
camp. Optioned 2B Emmanuel Valdez
to Worcester (IL).

CLEVELAND GUARDIANS —
Optioned 3B Jhonkensy Noel, SSs Juan
Brito, Jose Tena and Angel Martinez to
Columbus (IL). Released S John John-
son lll and DE Jadeveon Clowney.
DETROIT TIGERS — Optioned RHP
Brendan White, 3B Andre Lipcius and
OF Parker Meadows to Toledo (IL).
KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Optioned
RHPs Jackson Kowar and Max Castillo
and INF Samad Taylor to Omaha (IL).
MINNESOTA TWINS — Optioned LHP
Brent Headrick to St. Paul (IL).

NEW YORK YANKEES — Reassigned
OF Michael Hermosillo, LHP Lisandro
Santo and INF Jamie Westbrook to
minor league camp.

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Placed RHP
Andrew Kittredge on the 60-day IL.
TEXAS RANGERS — Optioned RHP
Yerry Rodriguez to Round Rock (PCL).
National League

ATLANTA BRAVES — Optioned RHP
lan Anderson to Gwinnett (IL).
CINCINNATI REDS — Optioned SS Elly
De La Cruz and RHPs Casey Legumina
and Ricky Karcher to Louisville (IL).
LOS ANGELES DODGERS —
Optioned OFs Jonny DelLuca and Andy
Pages, SS Eddys Leonard and C Diego
Cartaya to Tulsa (TL) and 2B Michael
Busch to Oklahoma (PCL).

MIAMI MARLINS — Optioned RHP
George Soriano and SS Xavier Edwards
to Jacksonville (IL).

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Optioned
RHPs Janson Junk and Cam Robinson
and LHP Ethan Small to Nashville (IL)
and RHP Abner Uribe to Biloxi.

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Reas-
signed C Patrick Bailey to minor league

camp. Optioned OF Luis Matos.

Minor League Baseball

Frontier League

EMPIRE STATE GREYS — Signed INF
Wataru Kumagai.

EVANSVILLE OTTERS — Signed RHP
Tyler Vail.

SUSSEX COUNTY MINERS — Signed
OF Jawuan Harris to a contract exten-
sion.

TRI-CITY VALLEYCATS — Named
Brooks Carey pitching coach.
BASKETBALL

National Basketball Association
NBA — Suspended Sacramento F Trey
Lyles one game without pay and fined
Milwaukee C Brook Lopez $25,000

for an on-court altercation in a game

on March 13 against one another.
Suspended Memphis G Ja Morant
eight games without pay for conduct
detrimental to the league on March 4 at
a Denver nightclub.

PHOENIX SUNS — Named Gerald
Madkins as assistant general manager
and vice president of personnel evalu-
ation.

FOOTBALL

National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Re-signed
OL Will Hernandez to a two-year
contract and LB Ezekiel Turner to a
one-year contract. Agreed to terms with
LB Kyzir White, OL Hjalte Froholdt on
two-year contracts and DL Kevin Strong
on a one-year contract.

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Signed RB
Justice Hill to a two-year contract.
Signed QB Tyler Huntley to a tendered
contract. Traded S Chuck Clark to the
New York Jets for an undisclosed draft

pick.

BUFFALO BILLS — Signed WR Deonte
Harty to a two-year contract. Re-signed
S Jordan Poyer.

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Signed TE
Hayden Hurst to a three-year contract.
CHICAGO BEARS — Traded WR D.J.
Moore to Carolina in exchange for a No.
1 overall selection and second-round
2023 draft pick and a 2024 first and
second round pick. Agreed to terms
with LBs Tremaine Edmunds and T.J.
Edwards, DE DeMarcus Walker, OL
Nate Davis and RB Travis Homer.
CINCINNATI BENGALS — Re-signed
RB Trayveon Williams.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Re-signed
C Ethan Pocic and CB A.J. Green.
Agreed to terms with DT Dalvin Tomlin-
son and DE Ogbonnia Okoronkwo.
DALLAS COWBOYS — Released RB
Ezekiel Elliott. Agreed to terms with OT
Tyron Smith.

DENVER BRONCOS — Signed CB/KR
Tremon Smith to a two-year contract.
GREEN BAY PACKERS — Signed OT
Yosh Nijman to a tendered contract. Re-
signed TE Tyler Davis and CB Keisean

Nixon.

HOUSTON TEXANS — Signed DT
Sheldon Rankins to a one-year contract.
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Re-signed
WR Ashton Dulin to a two-year contract.
Signed DT Taven Bryan to a one-year
contract. Released QB Matt Ryan.
JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Re-
signed CB Tevaughn Campbell to a
one-year contract.

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — Signed QB
Shane Buechele to an exclusive rights
tender.

LAS VEGAS RAIDERS — Re-signed S
Roderic Teamer.

LOS ANGELES RAMS — Signed DT
Michael Hoecht, CB Shaun Jolly and
LB Christian Rozeboom to tendered
contracts.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Re-signed

OT Kendall Lamm and RB Raheem
Mostert. Traded TE Hunter Long to

Los Angeles Rams in exchange for CB
Jalen Ramsey. Signed DB DeShon
Elliott. Re-signed RB Myles Gaskin to a
one-year contract. Claimed WR Freddie
Swain from Denver waivers. Signed

TE Eric Saubert to a one-year contract.
Released CB Byron Jones with a failed
physical and post-June 1 designation.
MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Agreed to
terms with OLB Marcus Davenport, CB
Byron Murphy Jr. and TE Josh Oliver.
Re-signed TE Ben Ellefson and OLB
Kenny Willekes.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Signed
OT Riley Reiff. Signed OT Yodny
Cajuste to a tendered contract. Signed
WR JuJu Smith-Schuster to a three-
year contract.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Signed
DT Khalen Saunders to a three-year
contract.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Released WR
Kenny Golladay.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Agreed
to terms with LB Cole Holcomb on a
three-year contract.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Signed DE
Clelin Ferrell to a one-year contract.
SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Signed CB
Michael Jackson to a exclusive rights
tendered contract.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Re-
signed OLB Anthony Nelson to a two-
year contract and LB Lavonte David to a
one-year contract.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Signed DT
Teair Tart and G/C Aaron Brewer to sec-
ond round tendered contracts. Agreed

to terms with DT Naquan Jones on an
exclusive rights tendered contract.
WASHINGTON COMMANDERS —
Agreed to terms with C Tyler Larsen on
a contract extension. Re-signed DE Efe
Obada to a one-year contract.

Canadian Football League

WINNIPEG BLUE BOMBERS — Signed
QB Billy Hall, DT O’'Bryan Goodson,
WRs Manasseh Bailey, Tre Turner and
DB Jordan Veltri.

HOCKEY

National Hockey League

ANAHEIM DUCKS — Signed C Nikita
Nesterenko to a three-year, entry-level
contract.

BOSTON BRUINS — Recalled C Jakub
Lauko on an emergency basis.
CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS — Promoted
G Anton Khudobin from Rockford (AHL).
DETROIT RED WINGS — Reassigned
Fs Austin Czarnik and Matt Luff to Grand
Rapids (AHL).

FLORIDA PANTHERS — Reassigned G
Evan Fitzpatrick to Charlotte (AHL) from
Florida (ECHL).

MONTREAL CANADIENS — Signed D
Jayden Struble to a two-year, entry-level
contract.

SEATTLE KRAKEN — Recalled RW
John Hayden from Coachella Valley
(AHL).

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Reassigned
F Jaydon Dureau to Orlando (AHL).
TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS — Signed

C Ryan Tverberg to a three-year, entry-
level contract.

American Hockey League

AHL — Suspended Charlotte G Jean-
Francois Berube three games for
physical abuse of an official in a game on
March 11 against Bridgeport.
BAKERSFIELD CONDORS — Assigned
D Darien Kielb to Fort Wayne (ECHL)
on loan.

CHARLOTTE CHECKERS — Recalled
D Robert Calisti from Kalamazoo (ECHL)
and loaned him to Florida (ECHL).
IDAHO STEELHEADS — Activated F
Janis Svanenbergs from reserve. Placed
F Zach Walker on reserve.

INDY FUEL — Released Fs Karl EI-Mir,
Carson Rose, G Jeremie Forget and D
Tanner Butler from their standard player
contracts (SPC). Signed F Finn Evans
to a amateur tryout contract (ATO). Sus-
pended F Jared Thomas.

KALAMAZOO WINGS — Traded F
Logan Lambdin to Florida and F Max
Humitz to South Carolina.

MAINE MARINERS — Acquired G Stan
Basistyy from the emergency backup
goalie list (EBUG).

NEWFOUNDLAND GROWLERS —
Activated G Keith Petruzzelli and D Chris
Martenet from reserve. Placed F Jordan
Escott and D Taylor Egan on reserve and
D Brennan Kapcheck on injured reserve,
effective March 12.

NORFOLK ADMIRALS — Signed

G Troy Kobryn to an amateur tryout
contract. Activated F Griffin Lunn from
injured reserve. Placed F Dean Yakura
on reserve and F Eric Cooley on injured
reserve, effective March 11.
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Rodgers plans to play for Jets
in 2023, awaits Packers’ move

By STEVE MEGARGEE
AP Sports Writer

Aaron Rodgers said
Wednesday he intends to
play for the New York Jets
in 2023 after 18 seasons in
Green Bay and the four-time
NFL MVP quarterback is
waiting for the Packers to
trade him.

The 39-year-old Rodgers,
speaking during an appear-
ance on “The Pat McAfee
Show” on YouTube and Sir-
ius XM, said he believes the
Packers want to move on
and make 2020 first-round
draft pick Jordan Love their
starting quarterback.

“At this point, as I sit
here, I think since Friday
I’ve made it clear that my
intention was to play and
my intention was to play for
the New York Jets,” Rod-
gers said. “I haven’t been
holding anything up at this
point. It’s been compensa-
tion the Packers are trying to
get for me, kind of digging
their heels in.”

Packers president and
CEO Mark Murphy has
acknowledged the team
granted the Jets permission
to talk to Rodgers, the face
of the franchise since Hall
of Famer Brett Favre was
traded to the Jets in 2008.
The Jets sent a contingent
that reportedly included
owner Woody Johnson,
coach Robert Saleh and gen-
eral manager Joe Douglas to
Rodgers” home in Southern
California last week.

Rodgers expressed his
appreciation for his 18 sea-
sons in Green Bay but added
that it’s time for the Packers
“to do the right thing.”

“I have nothing but love
in my heart for every Pack-
er fan and everybody who
works in the organization,”
Rodgers said. “My life is
better because of my time
in Green Bay. But we’ve
just got to look at the real-
ity. They want to move
on. They don’t want me to
come back and that’s fine.
They’re ready to move on
with Jordan. That’s awe-
some. Jordan’s going to be a
great player.”

The Packers declined

to comment on Rodgers’
remarks, which follow days
of speculation that his time
in Green Bay might be
done.

Murphy spoke of Rodg-
ers in the past tense while
discussing the quarterback’s
future with Green Bay TV
station WBAY last week.

“Very few players play
for only one team,” Murphy
told WBAY. “Obviously
Brett had a great career.
Aaron had a great career
here. Regardless of what
happens, Aaron will be in
the Pro Football Hall of
Fame. He’ll be in our Hall
of Fame. We’ll bring him
back, retire his number. This
is just one of the things that
we go through as a team.
We want to try to achieve
something that’s good for
both Aaron and us.”

In a separate interview
that aired Friday during a
broadcast of the Wiscon-
sin Interscholastic Athletic
Association girls basketball
championships on Green
Bay TV station WCWEF,
Murphy said he would
honor a trade request if Rod-
gers made one.

“It’s trying to find what
he wants and what we want,
and hopefully we can find a
win-win situation,” Murphy
said.

Rodgers had said at the
end of the 2022 season
that he would need time to
decide whether to return to
the Packers, request a trade
or retire. He said Wednes-
day he had discussions with
Packers officials regarding
his future shortly after the
team wrapped up a 8-9 sea-
son that ended a string of
three straight NFC North
titles.

“Everything that I was
told in the week that I was
in Green Bay was: ‘Take as
long as you want and we
want you to retire a Packer.
If you want to come back
and play, obviously the door
is wide open,”” Rodgers
said. “That was the informa-
tion I was going on.”

As he pondered his
future, Rodgers spent mul-
tiple days last month on a

NASCAR issues the
largest fine in history
against Hendrick

By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — NASCAR levied the larg-
est combined fine on one team in series history Wednesday,
hammering Hendrick Motorsports for modifying air-deflect-
ing pieces last weekend at Phoenix Raceway.

Hendrick was issued a combined $400,000 in fines —
$100,000 to each of its four crew chiefs, along with four-
race suspensions for the quartet — and docked the driv-
ers 100 regular-season points and 10 playoffs points each.
Although NASCAR has issued larger monetary fines and
suspensions, the Hendrick penalties are the largest com-
bined punishment for one organization.

NASCAR’s winningest team said it would appeal. Wil-
liam Byron has won back-to-back races for Hendrick to give
HMS two wins through the first four races of the season,
and Alex Bowman was the Cup Series points leader prior to

his 100-point deduction.

“On Friday at Phoenix Raceway, NASCAR identified
louvers on our race cars during a voluntary inspection 35
minutes after the opening of the garage and prior to on-track
activity,” Hendrick Motorsports said in a statement. “NAS-
CAR took possession of the parts approximately four hours
later with no prior communication. The situation had no
bearing on Saturday’s qualifying session or Sunday’s race.”

HMS also said it was “disappointed” with the penalties
and would be appealing based on facts that include:

* Louvers provided to teams through NASCAR’s man-
dated single-source supplier do not match the design sub-
mitted by the manufacturer and approved by NASCAR,

* Documented inconsistent and unclear communication
by the sanctioning body specifically related to louvers, and

* Recent comparable penalties issued by NASCAR have
been related to issues discovered during a post-race inspec-

tion

Hendrick said it would not be requesting a deferral of the
crew chief suspensions for this Sunday’s race at Atlanta as

the appeal process begins.
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isolation retreat in Oregon,
where he said he stayed
alone in a room in total
darkness.

Rodgers said he was 90%
leaning toward retirement at
the time of the retreat. When
he was done with it, he
said, he noticed a difference
in the Packers’ approach
toward his future with the
franchise.

“Now when I came out
of the darkness, something
changed,” Rodgers said.
“I’m not exactly sure what
that was, but something
changed. ... I realized there
had been a little bit of a
shift. I heard from multiple
people that I trust around
the league — players most-
ly —— that there was some
shopping going on, that they
were interested in actually
moving me.”

Rodgers said that made
him realize the Packers
probably didn’t want him
back.

“It was clear to me at
that point, that although the
Packers were going to say
the right thing publicly, that
they were ready to move
on,” he said. “I don’t know
what changed that or what
moved that — if they just
said, ‘Hey, we need to make
a decision here because he
hasn’t made a decision here
yet.” Again, there’s no vic-
tims here. I'm not sitting
here as a victim.”

The Jets’ interest in
Rodgers has been appar-
ent as they seek to end the
NFL’s longest active play-
off drought. They lost their
final six games while going
7-10 last season and haven’t
reached the postseason since
2010.

Their new offensive
coordinator is Nathaniel
Hackett, who earned raves
from Rodgers while coordi-
nating Green Bay’s offense
from 2019-21.

“There’s a lot of reasons
why the Jets are attractive,”
Rodgers said Wednesday.
“But there’s one coach that
has meant as much to me
as any coach I’ve ever had.
And he happens to be the
coordinator there.”
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Father playing favorites

Is destroying my

Dear Annie: I am writing because |
don’t know how I ended up so unhap-
py. Part of me is angry for letting this
go on for decades, while other parts of
me keep hoping my husband will see
what he has — an amazing family! I
have been married for over 30 years and
have four beautiful and amazing kids.
I was so blessed to grow up in a won-
derful family with siblings and parents
who loved us beyond measure. It was
always a “family first” mentality. That is
the plan that I wanted for my life. Had I
known the truly unhappy circumstances
my husband grew up in, I would not
have married him.

Fast-forward to marriage. We had a
honeymoon baby, who my husband has
hated since conception. This has all but
destroyed this child. “Devon” does a
good job of hiding it, but I know how
much it hurts him. The constant wonder-
ing of “what did I do wrong?” and “why
does my dad want nothing to do with
me?” is hurting him; I can tell.

Next came three more kids over the
next 10 years. The second is the golden
child to my husband. The third child
he tolerates, and the fourth my husband
hates as much as the first. I am at a loss
as to what to do. My husband goes out
of his way to be as mean as possible to
our oldest and youngest kids.

Part of me is ready to walk away. I
feel life is passing me by, and I am not
sure how much more I can honestly
take. We have tried counseling, but my
husband has the ability to never take the
blame or acknowledge his part in any of
this. I want what time I have left to be
the best for the “not wanted” children.
Any advice is much appreciated. — Sad
in the States

Dear Sad in the States: Your husband
is not being fair to anyone, and he is in
serious need of therapy. If your children
were still in the house, I would encour-
age you to remove them from their
father’s toxic influence. I'm guessing
they are grown, so it is now up to them

Dear

family | Sinnie

to decide what
kind of relation-
ship they want
with their father.
Keep telling them
you love them.
Have conversa-
tions with them
regarding their
father’s behavior,
and don’t make
excuses for him.
Focus on bonding
with them over this incredibly important
issue in their lives, so they can see it was
their father, and not them, who created
so much suffering because he himself is
suffering.

You and your husband should abso-
lutely push through with therapy if you
expect to resolve any of these issues.
Sometimes it takes a couple of different
therapists and a matter of months or
years before seeing the progress that you
want — but you won'’t get there if you
don’t keep trying.

This has clearly been taxing on your
children as well, and I'm guessing they
are experiencing intense feelings of
anger and confusion. Help them find
therapists, too. Psychology Today has
a great online resource where you can
search therapists in your area and filter
by insurance, among other factors. You
can check it out at https://www.psychol-
ogytoday.com/us/therapists/.

Healing is hard work, but it is always
worth it. If your husband is unwilling to
put in the work, then it might be time to
walk away.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more
information. Send your questions for
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM
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BEETLE BAILEY

DIVERSIONS

TABLET?

WHY ARE YOU THIS ISA
READING A MORE COMPLETE

BOOK INSTEAD EXPERIENCE
OF USING A

GCREG + MORT WALIKER-

©2023 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate

YOU KNOW, BINGE-WATCHING
ALL THESE NEW SHOWS ON
NETFLIX HAS TRIPLED OUR
INTERNET BILL THIS
PAST MONTH! )

© 2023 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World Rights reserved

I

YOUR CREPIT
"CARD7P?

zitscomics.com

Z

CRANKSHAFT

IT WAS IN My
POCKET, ANDTHEN

WORST-CASE TRUSTME,
SCENARIO TLL THATSNOT YOUR
JUST APPLY FOR WORST-CASE
ANOTHERONE. SCENARIO.

E
]
2
K
H
2
5
o

©2023 Mediagraphics, inc. Dist. by Andrews McMeel

1DON'T BELIEVE IT/ 7~ THAD M PILL-TAINER

THAVEN'T TAKEN M& PILLS ~—\ TURNED AROUND.
| FOR THREE DAYS!! T \\
W

BATIUK € DAVIS tombatiuk.com/books

-6

Lack of discipline and conflict

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

By Bil Keane

Q: My husband and 1
have been married three
years and the relationship
hasn’t grown strong, it has
diminished. My mother
tells me that I don’t help
the situation with my sharp
tongue. Doesn’t the Bible
command a husband to
love his wife no matter
what? — Y.M.

in families, marriages,
children, and all rela-
tionships. His Word
shows us the ideals
and the goals within
families and friendships.
The home, in particu-
lar, is a sacred institution.
Faith in Christ is the most
important relationship
and this should be clearly
lived out in home life.
God declared marriage
to be good, but it is under
tremendous attack today

prevent happy homes

not be. Marriage is a unit-
ing of three persons — the
man, the woman, and God.
Gardens don’t grow by
themselves. They need to
be tended and weeded. The
same is true of marriage.
Some of the most heal-
ing words in any language
are, “I’'m sorry, will you
forgive me?” Practicing
discipline of the tongue
and speaking in love from
the heart helps build strong
and healthy relationships.

©2023 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com
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"ALL THE PULL-UPS LEROY SAYS HE DOES ARE TO

THE NEXT WINDOW OF A DRIVE-THROUGH."
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SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com...

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku
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Difficulty: *% %

REAL ESTATE

. - e T

102 CHURCH ST., Ossian,
spacious home w/much poten-
tial. 4 BR, 2 bath, additional 1
bedroom apartment upstairs,

$98,000. Call 260-760-1705.

Real Estate

HELOISE HINT: Going to buy a
new home in a neighborhood?
Research the neighborhood
for stores, services, schools
and crime rates. Find out as
much as you can before you
purchase a house in a differ-
ent community. Fax Heloise @
210-HELOISE (435-6473).

VEHICLES

Auto/Trucks

1994 CHEVROLET SUBUR-
BAN, 2500, 184,000 miles,
white/blue, 4x2, 6.5 turbo
diesel, new paint, loaded,
Reese hitch, trailer brakes,
original, 260-450-2432.

Place a three day garage sale
line classified ad and receive
a free garage sale Kit!

NOTICE OF HEARING FOR
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
2/10/2023

Notice is hereby given that the
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
will hold a Public Hearing in Con-
ference Room 105 in the Wells
Carnegie Government Annex, 223
W. Washington St., in the City of
Bluffton, IN at 7:00 o’clock P.M. on
the 28th day of March, 2023, for
the purpose of reviewing and hear-
ing comment on the request of Tra-
vis & Jennifer Kinyo, 2980 E 200 S,
Bluffton, IN 46714 for the purpose
of a Variance.

Current Zoning: A-1

Proposed Variance: To
decrease the side yard setback
from 20’ to 1’ for an accessory
structure.

Common Location: The sub-
ject property is located at 2980 E
200 S, Bluffton, Indiana, 46714.

Brief Legal: The subject prop-
erty is described as 3 acres in the
NE quarter of Section 16 Township
26N Range 12E in Harrison Town-
ship.
Dated this 10th day of March,

e
.'_
(@)}

Auto/Trucks

HELOISE HINT: When you rent
a car. Before you leave the lot,
get the after-hours emergency
phone number for the agency.
If you get into an accident, call
the police first and then the
rental agency. Write to Heloise,
P.O. Box 795001, San Antonio,
TX 78279-5001.

FOR SALE

Miscellaneous

LUMBER FOR SALE
8/4 Bald Cypress, up to 17
inches wide; 4/4 Red Oak, 7+
inches wide; 4/4 Northern
White Cedar, very light weight;
Sugar Maple. Gould, 6565 S
000 Rd., Berne.

HELOISE HINT: Cheap toys
for gerbils. Save the cardboard
tubes from toilet paper and pa-
per towels, and give them to
the gerbils. They will gnaw on
them and shred them for their
nests. Fax Heloise @ 210-HE-
LOISE (435-6473).

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

BLUFFTON POLICE DE-
PARTMENT Now Hiring! The
Bluffton Police Department is
accepting applications for the
position of police officer. Appli-
cant must be 21 years of age
by close of application date,
but less than 40; have a high
school diploma; two-year col-
lege degree or equivalent (60
hours), or three years of work
experience in police related
field or an ILEA Basic gradu-
ate or equivalent. Must provide
college transcripts. Applicant
must possess and maintain a
valid Indiana driver's license
and responsible work experi-
ence. Applicant must pass a
background investigation, writ-
ten test, physical agility test,
oral interview, voice stress ex-
amination, required statewide
baseline physical and psycho-
logical examination and drug
test. Applications may be
picked up at the Clerk-Trea-
surer's Office, 128 E Market
St, Bluffton, IN, between the
hours of 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday or online at
blufftonindiana.net. If you have
questions about the applica-
tion process, you may call the
Bluffton Police Department at
260-824-3320, Kyle Randall,
Chief of Police. Last day to ac-
cept applications will be March
31, 2023

MEATS

LENGERICH MEATS IS look-
ing for a motivated and reliable
individual with great attention
to detail to join our team. The
position is for general labor
starting at $15.00/hr. Send
your resume to
Lengerich@frontier.com or
stop in and fill out an applica-
tion.

FOLLOW US
ON TWITTER!
twitter.com/newsbanner

Public Notices

NOTICE OF HEARING FOR
AREA PLAN COMMISSION
3/17/2023

Notice is hereby given that
the AREA PLAN COMMISSION
will hold a Public Hearing in Con-
ference Room 105 in the Wells
Carnegie Government Annex, 223
W. Washington St., in the City of
Bluffton, IN at 7:00 o’clock P.M. on
the 6th day of April, 2023, for the
purpose of reviewing and hearing
comment on the request of RGS
Real Estate LLC, 790 W 900 N,
Uniondale, IN 46791 for the pur-
pose of a General Development
Plan.

Current Zoning: A-1

Proposed Development Plan:
Proposed 58 space parking lot.

Common Location: The sub-
ject property is located at 705 W
900 N, Uniondale, Indiana, 46791.

Brief Legal: The subject proper-
ty is described as 1.23 acres in the
SW quarter of Section 13 Township
28N Range 11E in Union Town-
ship.

Dated this 17th day of March,
2

2023
WELLS COUNTY AREA
PLAN COMMISSION
Michael Lautzenheiser, Jr.,
Director
oj, nb 3/16
hspaxip

NOTICE OF HEARING FOR
AREA PLAN COMMISSION
3/17/2023

Notice is hereby given that
the AREA PLAN COMMISSION
will hold a Public Hearing in Con-
ference Room 105 in the Wells
Carnegie Government Annex, 223
W. Washington St., in the City of
Bluffton, IN at 7:00 o’clock P.M. on
the 6th day of April, 2023, for the
purpose of reviewing and hearing
comment on the request of City of
Bluffton, 128 E Market St., Bluffton,
IN 46714 for the purpose of a Gen-
eral Development Plan.

Current Zoning: R-1

Proposed Development Plan:
Development of Lancaster Park

Common Location: The sub-
ject property is located at Jackson
St 500’ east of SR 1, Bluffton, Indi-
ana, 46714.

Brief Legal: The subject prop-
erty is described as 18 ac in the
NW quarter of Section 22 Town-
ship 27N Range 12E in Lancaster
Township.

Dated this 17th day of March,

2023
WELLS COUNTY AREA
PLAN COMMISSION
Michael Lautzenheiser, Jr.,
Director
oj, nb 3/16
hspaxip

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS

Notice is hereby given the taxpayers of Wells County, Indiana, that the
County Council of said County, will meet at the Courthouse Annex in Bluff-
ton, Indiana at 7:00 O’clock p.m. on Tuesday. the 4th day of April 2023,

2023 to consider the following additional appropriations more than the budget
WELLS COUNTY BOARD for the current year.
OF ZONING APPEALS SHERIFF
Michael Lautzenheiser, Jr., Overtime
Director (1000-11700-000-0005) $11,790.00
0j, nb 3/16 oj, nb 3/16
hspaxip hspaxip
Uniondale Civil Town, Wells County, Indiana
Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2022
Beg Cash End Cash
Local Local Fund & Inv Bal & Inv Bal
Fund Name Jan 1, 2022 Receipts Disbursements Dec 31, 2022
Number
Governmental Activities
0 General $61,736.22 $80,736.42 $81,023.36 $61,449.28
0 Motor Vehicle Highway $46,340.56 $12,056.06 $13,522.08 $44,874.54
0 Local Road And Street $21,955.99 $9,627.10 $0.00 $31,583.09
0 Riverboat $31,584.79 $1,526.09 $0.00 $33,110.88
0 Rainy Day $9,299.65 $0.00 $0.00 $9,299.65
0 Cumulative Capital $5,760.74 $2,296.86 $2,000.00 $6,057.60
Development
0 Cedit Capital Projects $20,385.93 $4,965.00 $444.00 $24,906.93
0 Gift $2,511.85 $0.00 $0.00 $2,511.85
012 Community Capital $5,609.95 $491.86 $550.00 $5,551.81
Improvement
Wastewater
0001 Wastewater - Utility $151,926.75 $100,226.07 $96,224.09 $155,928.73
Operating
002 Bond & Interest $26,238.12 $14,284.85 $13,731.18 $26,791.79
(Sinking) Fund
4 Wastewater Debt $12,683.69 $3,244.46 $0.00 $15,928.15
Reserve
Total All Funds $396,034.24 $229,454.77 $207,494.71 $417,994.30
nb 3/16
hspaxip

Help Wanted

ALH:. &b

Building Systems

WE ARE HIRING

1ST SHIFT
COMPETITIVE WAGES
FULL TIME EMPLOYMENT

APPLY ONLINE AT
HTTPS://ALH-BUILDING.
COM

MUST PASS
DRUG SCREEN

MARKLE, IN

HELOISE HINT: If your job is
too stressful, try to find ways
to deal with it. Speak to your
manager to see if you can
get your workload reduced. If
not, then start looking for an-
other less stressful position,
either within your company or
outside of it. Send your job-
success story to Heloise, P.O.
Box 795001. San Antonio, TX
78279-5001

SERVICES

Services

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET. WE
instantly compare speed, pric-
ing, availability to find the best
service for your needs. Start-
ing at $39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top pro-
viders. Call 1-844-961-0666 (I)

ANNOUNCE YOUR SER-
VICES in the Bluffton News-
Banner line classifieds. Con-
tact the office, 260-824-0224,
125 N. Johnson St., or
www.news-banner.com and
click on local classifieds.

NOTICE OF HEARING FOR
AREA PLAN COMMISSION
3/17/2023

Notice is hereby given that
the AREA PLAN COMMISSION
will hold a Public Hearing in Con-
ference Room 105 in the Wells
Carnegie Government Annex, 223
W. Washington St., in the City of
Bluffton, IN at 7:00 o’clock P.M. on
the 6th day of April, 2023, for the
purpose of reviewing and hearing
comment on the request of Biggs,
Inc, PO Box 549, Decatur, IN
46733 for the purpose of a Rezon-
ing.

Current Zoning: B-3

Proposed Rezoning: R-1

Common Location: The sub-
ject property is located at 4.010 in
NW corner of SR 1 & David Rd.,
Ossian, Indiana. 46777

Brief Legal: The subject prop-
erty is described as 4.010 ac SE/4
9-28-N-12E in Jefferson Township
of Wells County.

Dated this 17th day of March,

2023
WELLS COUNTY AREA
PLAN COMMISSION
Michael Lautzenheiser, Jr.,
Director
0j, nb 3/16
hspaxlp

NOTICE OF HEARING FOR
AREA PLAN COMMISSION
3/17/2023

Notice is hereby given that
the AREA PLAN COMMISSION
will hold a Public Hearing in Con-
ference Room 105 in the Wells
Carnegie Government Annex, 223
W. Washington St., in the City of
Bluffton, IN at 7:00 o’clock P.M. on
the 6th day of April, 2023, for the
purpose of reviewing and hearing
comment on the request of Biggs,
Inc., PO Box 549, Decatur, IN
46733 & DK Development,10018 N
SR 1, Ossian, IN 46777 for the pur-
pose of a Major Subdivision.

Current Zoning: R-1 & B-3

Proposed Major Subdivision:
168 Lots

Common Location: The sub-
ject property is located at NW cor-
ner of SR 1 and Davis Rd., Ossian,
Indiana. 46777

Brief Legal: The subject proper-
ty is described as 77.04 acres SE/4
9-28N-12E in Jefferson Township
of Wells County.

Dated this 17th day of March,

2023
WELLS COUNTY AREA
PLAN COMMISSION
Michael Lautzenheiser, Jr.,
Director
0j, nb 3/16
hspaxlp
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LAWN CARE & LANDSCAP
ING

Ethan's Outdoor Services LLC
is taking on new Residential &
Commercial accounts  for
2023. We offer Lawn Care,
Landscaping & Landscape
Maintenance. Free Estimates.
260-827-7945
ethansoutdoor@gmail.com

THINKING ABOUT INSTALL-
ING a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy. FREE
design consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 1-855-475-
0534 today to see how you can
save $1,000 on installation, or
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/
hoosier (1)

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER Internet for speeds up to
5 Gigs, no data caps, no throt-
tling. Prices starting at $54.95.
Plus, a $100 gift card when you
make the switch. Call 1-833-
754-0929 (1)

Read & recycle
this paper

Lottery Numbers

Wednesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 11-26-29-30-44

Lotto Plus — 01-02-06-23-42-46

Cash4Life — 10-20-24-47-50, Cash Ball: 04

Quick Draw Midday — 03-06-09-13-14-19-29-41-42-
44-47-49-51-57-59-64-66-67-73-74, BE: 59

Daily Three-Midday — 01-03-07, SB: 05

Daily Three-Evening — 00-02-01, SB: 03

Daily Four-Midday — 02-07-01-09, SB: 05

Daily Four-Evening — 01-08-02-00, SB: 03

Quick Draw Evening — 03-06-07-08-14-16-17-19-24-
49-52-56-58-60-64-66-75-77-78-80, BE: 77

Hoosier Lotto — 15-22-32-33-39-41

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for Friday): $254 million
POWERBALL
07-09-46-64-68 Powerball: 03; Power Play: 2x

Des 1900038
LEGAL NOTICE FOR

PLANNED IMPROVEMENT

The Indiana Department of
Transportation (INDOT), with fund-
ing from the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), is pro-
posing to proceed with a bridge
replacement project on State Road
(SR) 3 over Salamonie River (Des
1900038), approximately 1.32
miles south of SR 218 near War-
ren, in Jackson Township, Wells
County, Indiana.

This project involves replacing
the existing bridge with a 3-span
continuous composite prestressed
concrete bulb-tee beam bridge,
supported by semi-fixed piers, and
integral end bents that is approxi-
mately 268 feet in length, and has
a 44-foot clear roadway width. The
typical approach section will involve
full-depth pavement replacement
and consist of two, 12-foot travel
lanes, 1 in each direction, bordered
by 10-foot usable shoulders (4-foot
paved and 6-foot aggregate). SE
Willow Road will have full-depth
pavement replacement resulting
in two, 10-foot travel lanes, 1 in
each direction, bordered by 5-foot
usable shoulders (4-foot paved and
1-foot aggregate). The bridge rail-
ing offset will match the existing to
produce a clear roadway width of
44 feet. Riprap drainage turnouts
will be constructed at each bridge
corner on SR 3 to direct drain-
age away from the bridge and into
drainage ditches and riprap will
be placed along the abutments.
Approximately 45 to 55 feet of
channel clearing under Spans A
and C will occur to level the ground
and lay a 6.5-foot-wide wildlife pas-
sage consisting of natural sand
over stone. In addition, a 120-foot
long by 15-inch diameter drain-
age pipe will be installed on the
east side of the SR 3 and SE Wil-
low Road intersection that will run
beneath SE Willow Road. The proj-
ect limits will extend approximately
402 feet north and 439 feet south
from the center of the bridge for a
total of 841 feet along SR 3.

The need for this project is
due to the deteriorating conditions
of the existing bridge (003-90-
01421A/National Bridge Inven-
tory: 001240) conveying SR 3
over Salamonie River. The April
14, 2021 INDOT Bridge Inspection
Report, documented moderate-
to-heavy surface scaling to stem
with delamination and spalling with
exposed rebar at the west widen-
ing joint. There is also an unsound
patch on both sides of the east wid-
ening joint as well as a large area
of delamination and spalling in the
southwest corner at the west wid-
ening joint and the stem has spall-
ing at the east widening joint. Piers
2 and 3 have moderate-to-heavy
surface scaling to stem with verti-
cal cracking and delamination at
the north face of the west widen-
ing joint. In addition, the channel
banks are exhibiting major dam-
age caused by erosion with debris
build-up within the stream channel.
The Bridge Inspection Report gave
the bridge an overall condition rat-
ing of poor (4 out of 9). Condition
ratings range from “0” to “9”, with
“0” indicating a structure in poor
condition and “9” indicating a struc-
ture in excellent condition. The pur-
pose of this project is to provide a
structurally sufficient bridge on SR
3 over Salamonie River. This proj-
ect is anticipated to result in an
overall bridge condition rating of at
least 7, indicating good condition.

Approximately 1.132 acres of
permanent right-of-way (ROW) is
anticipated to be needed from 6
parcels, primarily consisting of for-
ested property. No temporary ROW
will be needed, and this project will
not require the displacement or
relocation of any residents or busi-
nesses.

Impacts to Salamonie River will
equal approximately 85 feet and
0.019 acre of permanent impacts
due to the installation of new piers,
and approximately 89 feet and
0.022 acre of temporary impacts
due to temporary cofferdam and

causeway. In addition, approxi-
mately 0.10 acre of tree trimming/
clearing will occur.

The Maintenance of Traffic
(MOT) for this project will require
closure of SR 3 and Willow Road,
as well as a detour utilizing state
routes. The proposed detour route
will be from SR 3 to SR 18, to SR
5, to SR 218, then return to SR
3. The official detour length will
be approximately 31 miles long.
The local Southeast Willow Road
detour route will utilize West 625
South, SR 3, West 700 South, and
South 700 West and is approxi-
mately 7 miles in length. The
detours are anticipated to be in
place for approximately 150 days
during the Spring and Summer of
2024. Access to all properties will
be maintained throughout con-
struction. School corporations and
emergency services will be notified
prior to any construction that would
block or limit access. The total esti-
mated project cost is $3,562,391.
This project is anticipated to begin
construction in Spring of 2024.

The Federal Highway Admin-
istration and INDOT have agreed
that this project falls within the
guidelines of a Categorical Exclu-
sion (CE) Level 2 environmen-
tal document with no significant
adverse impacts to the human and
natural environment found during
the creation of this document.

Preliminary design plans,
along with the CE, are available for
review at the following locations:

1. INDOT Fort Wayne Dis-
trict Office, 5333 Hatfield Rd, Fort
Wayne, IN 46808

2. Wells County Library,
Bluffton Branch, 200 West Wash-
ington Street, Bluffton, Indiana
46714

3. Beam, Longest and Neff,
8320 Craig Street, Indianapolis,
Indiana 46250

4. Website: https://tinyurl.
com/1900038Documents

All interested persons may
request a public hearing be held
and/or submit comments to the
attention of Raquel Walker by
email at rwalker@b-I-n.com by
phone at 317-558-7546, or by mail
at 8320 Craig Street, Indianapolis,
IN 46250 on or before March 24,
2023. In addition, project informa-
tion, including the environmental
document, may be mailed to inter-
ested persons upon request. Per-
sons with limited internet access
may request project information
be mailed, please contact Raquel
Walker by email at rwalker@b-I-n.
com or by phone at 317-558-7546,
or by mail at 8320 Craig Street,
Indianapolis, IN 46250.

In accordance with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act (ADA),
persons and/or groups requiring
project information be made avail-
able in alternative formats are
encouraged to contact INDOT Fort
Wayne District for the arrange-
ment and coordination of services.
Please contact Janette Jacquay
at 260-969-8309 or JJacquay1@
indot.IN.gov. In accordance with
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, persons and/or groups
requiring project information be
made available in another lan-
guage are encouraged to contact
Raquel Walker at 317-558-7546 or
rwalker@b-I-n.com.

This notice is published in
compliance with: 1) Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, Title 23, Section
771 (CFR 771.111(h)(1) stating,
“Each State must have procedures
approved by the FHWA to carry out
a public involvement/public hearing
program.”; 2) 23 CFR 450.210(a)
(1)(ix) stating, “Provide for the peri-
odic review of the effectiveness of
the public involvement process to
ensure that the process provides
full and open access to all inter-
ested parties and revise the pro-
cess, as appropriate.”; and 3) The
INDOT Public Involvement Policies
and Procedures approved by the
Federal Highway Administration on
July 7, 2021.

nb 3/9, 3/16
hspaxIp
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Bluffton-Harrison Middle School lists honor roll students

Quarter 3 High Honor Roll
2022-23

Grade 8 — Axton Beste,
Elliott Brown, Mateo Castro,
Madison Duncan, Sophie Eisen-
hut, Kenley Falk, Madelyn Funk,
Jonah Geisel, Audrey Gerber, Isla
Gibson, Sierra Grunawalt, Emily
Hansen, Reagan Harris, Heath
Johnson, Alexandria Koby, Con-
ner Landis, Graham Linderwell,
Alexander Maggard, Piper Mor-
gan, Jared Moser, Riley Roby,
Grady Rockwell, Maya Saige,
Chanley Shaw, Gabriel Spencer,
Colt Ternet, Myles Velasquez,
Addison Yates, Anna Zurcher.

Grade 7 Reid Abbett,
Kreigh Ault, Parker Barnes, Andy
Baumgartner, Austin Bennett,
Krista Lynn Blair, Jimmy Borabo-
Hower, Chayson Brown, Connor
Byrd, Khloe Dick, Mason Engle,
Tess Frauhiger, Eden Gerber, Rafe
Gerber, Kylee Gottschalk, Gibson
Grieser, Brody Grimes, Larinda
Harms, Charley Hay, Khloe Jones,
Cora Kunkel, Dawson Lee, Macy
Lemler, Chloe Lesh, Emily Mag-
gard, Jaida Mills, Briana Ortiz,

Cooper Pearson, Abigail Ramsey-
er, Kyla Reinhard, Carieliz Rivera
Torres, Makynli Rudd, Natalie
Scher, Breeanna Schmidt, Addi-
son Smith, Kenley Smith, Addison
Sonnigsen, Mia Sprunger, Bridget
Steffen, Bennett Stoller, Alisa
Stone, Violetta Tarasova, Ava
Trexler, Hunter Zoll.

Grade 6 — Benjamin Agu-
ilera, Elijah Bendes, Adalynn
Bertsch, Jeremy Brown, Lyla
Feinberg, Otto Fiechter, Morgan
Fox, Asher Fritz, Amelia Geisel,
Landry Grandlienard, Anna Hart-
man, Cleyton Kenworthy, Chase
Kistler, Audrey McMillan, Audrey
Mechling, Avery Meyer, Irene
Monagle, Foster Monticue, Quin-
ton Saige, Trace Simpson, Baylee
Smith, Deacon Yates.

Grade 5 — Kamryn Ault, Eli
Brooks, Naomi Dailey, Blaine
Ehrman, Molly Frauhiger, Abi-
gail Garrett, Clive Gerber, Renley
Hurst, Cadence Lehman, Jessica
Littell, Paisley Neuenschwander,
Ayden Penrod, Emily Priester,
Erin Ramseyer, Ithan Rinken-
berger, Meghan Roberts, Adrienne

Smallman, Liam Smith, Cheyenne
Sonnigsen.
Quarter 2 Honor Roll 2022-23
Grade 8 — Nadege Abrego,
Tristan Ault, William Ault, Clay-
ton Brubaker, Cooper Craig, Rori
Drayer, Addison Gehring, Adriana
Gehring, Rhett Gerber, Keegan
Green, Aleeah Grover, Jordan Jel-
lison, Luke Jennings, Rozlynn
Johnson, Addison Kauffman,
Samuel King, Kameron Klinski,
Evan Klopfenstein, Coy Lantz,
Jackson Meyer, Lance Moser, Eli-
ana Mygrant, Jessica Nusbaumer,
Kierstynn Reed, Blake Reinhard,
Jacob Ribich, Lincoln Rodgers,
Alayna Sheets, Aiden Wilfong.
Grade 7 — Emma Ball, Wyatt
Beer, Layah Corbat, Kiah Craig,
Grayson Crowder, Josiah Day,
Brooklyn Douglas, Jace Draper,
Grace Fry, Raianna Gentry, Ray-
mond Gilliam, Gavin Grieser,
Christian Herrada, Jacob Hyde,
Cooper Jenkins, Sytree Jordan,
Orien Kahn, Carter Lehman,
Makenna Leitner, Leah Lovell,
Klay Markley, Thomas McCarty,
Connor McEvoy, Leland Michael,

Camora Otero, Avery Pfister, Eliz-
abeth Premo, De’Twan Richard-
son, Shyria Schambers, Kayden
Scheibelhut, Ava Sexton, Andie
Shaneyfelt, Noah Tanner, Ariana
Tello, Braelon Terry, Rylee Todd,
Namine VanHyfte, Maci Williams,
Nikki Williamson, Rhine Wood.
Grade 6 — Adelyn Atkins,
Wren Ault, Braxton Bebout, Coo-
per Bustos, Zain Butcher, Parker
Christal, Kayden Claghorn, Alan-
na Croft, Landon Davis, Mason
Dietzer, Dane Fiechter, Marlie
Fry, McKenna Fry, Khloe Gehrett,
Heath Gerber, Esther Gonzalez,
Ellah Grimes, Kyla Hall, Reece
Himes, Luci Jenkins, Keyonna
King, Vince Lambert, Xander
Linderwell, Christian Marshall,
Alexis Miller, Hadley Moehlen-
kamp, Madeleine Morgan, Landon
Morphew, Macy Onweller, Harper
Patterson, Averie Patton, Layne
Philebaum, Davis Rockwell,
Charlie Schantz, Eli Seago, Croy
Stout, Colton Taylor, Liam Teeple,
Michael Tierney, Elizabeth Tlaclo-
mulco-Moreno, Maddox White.
Grade 5 — Abram Atkins,

U.S. tribes get bison as they seek
to restore bond with animal

By MATTHEW BROWN
and THOMAS PEIPERT
Associated Press

GOLDEN, Colo. (AP)
— Dozens of bison from
a mountain park outside
Denver were transferred
Wednesday to several
tribes from across the Great
Plains, in the latest exam-
ple of Native Americans
reclaiming stewardship over
animals their ancestors lived
alongside for millennia.

Following ceremonial
drumming and singing and
an acknowledgement of the
tribes that once occupied
the surrounding landscape,
the bison were loaded onto
trucks for relocation to tribal
lands.

About a half-dozen of the
animals from Colorado will
form the nucleus of a new
herd for the Yuchi people
south of Tulsa, Oklahoma,
said Richard Grounds with
the Yuchi Language Project.

The herd will be expand-
ed over time, to reestablish a
spiritual and physical bond
broken two centuries ago
when bison were nearly
wiped out and the Yuchi
were forced from their
homeland, Grounds said.

He compared the burly
animals’ return to reviving

the Yuchi’s language —
and said both language and
bison were inseparable from
the land. Bison were “the
original caretakers” of that
land, he said.

“We’ve lost that con-
nection to the buffalo, that
physical connection, as part
of the colonial assault,”
Grounds said. “So we’re
saying, we Yuchi people are
still here and the buffalo are
still here and it’s important
to reconnect and restore
those relationships with the
land, with the animals and
the plants.”

The transfers also includ-
ed 17 bison to the Northern
Arapaho Tribe and 12 to the
Eastern Shoshone Tribe —
both of Wyoming — and
one animal to the Tall Bull
Memorial Council, which
has members from various
tribes, city officials said.

Wednesday’s transfer
came two weeks after U.S.
Interior Secretary Deb Haa-
land issued a bison con-
servation order meant to
further expand the number
of large herds on Native
American lands. Haaland
also announced $25 million
to build new herds, transfer
more bison from federal to
tribal lands and forge new

bison management agree-
ments with tribes, officials
said.

Across the U.S., 82 tribes
now have more than 20,000
bison, and the number of
herds on tribal lands have
grown in recent years. The
animals have been trans-
ferred to reservations from
other tribes, from federal,
state and local governments
and from private ranches.

The animals transferred
to the tribes Wednesday
descend from the last rem-
nants of the great herds.
They were under care of
the Denver Zoo and kept
in a city park before being
moved to foothills west of
Denver in 1914.

Gilmore said the land
acknowledgement state-
ment read out loud during
Wednesday’s ceremony
underscored the historical
importance of the area to
the Cheyenne, Arapaho, Ute
and dozens of other tribes
that once lived in the area.
But he added those were just
“words on a piece of paper.”

“What we’re are doing
is putting action to those
words for Indigenous peo-
ple. Buffalo are part of the
land, they are part of their
family,” Gilmore said.

Beloved, debated, French bulldog
becomes the top U.S. dog breed

By JENNIFER PELTZ
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) —
For the first time in three
decades, the U.S. has a new
favorite dog breed, accord-
ing to the American Kennel
Club.

Adorable in some eyes,
deplorable in others, the
sturdy, push-faced, perky-
eared, world-weary-look-
ing and distinctively droll
French bulldog became
the nation’s most prevalent
purebred dog last year, the
club announced Wednesday.
Frenchies ousted Labrador
retrievers from the top spot
after a record 31 years.

Why? “They’re comical,
friendly, loving little dogs,”
says French Bull Dog Club
of America spokesperson
Patty Sosa. City-friendly,
with modest grooming and
exercise needs, she says.

Yet the Frenchie’s dizzy-
ing rise — it wasn’t even a
top-75 breed a quarter-cen-
tury ago — worries its fans,
to say nothing of its critics.

There’s concern that
demand, plus the premium
that some buyers will pay
for “exotic” coat colors and
textures, is engendering
quick-buck breeders and
unhealthy dogs. The breed’s
popularity is sharpening

debate over whether there’s
anything healthy about
propagating dogs prone to
breathing, spinal, eye, and
skin conditions.

The British Veterinary
Association has urged people
not to buy flat-faced breeds,
such as Frenchies. The Neth-
erlands has prohibited breed-
ing very short-snouted dogs,
and the country’s agriculture
minister aims to outlaw even
owning them.

“French bulldogs can be
a polarizing topic,” says Dr.
Carrie Stefaniak, a Glendale,
Wisconsin-based veterinar-
ian who’s on the Frenchie
club’s health committee.

QPublic Sale
Calendar

MARCH 16 - 8 a.m.-6 p.m. ET - online Only
- Spaulding Farms LLC, farm. Property loca-
tion: 3508 E 500 N, Montpelier, IN. 23.57+/- total
acres, 22+/- tillable, 1.57+/- other, Blackford
Co., Harrison Twp. Soil types: Blount-Glynwood,
Pewamo silty clay. WAPI: 141.3 corn bu., 43.5
soybeans bu. Contact us today! Scott Shrader,
765-348-6538, Rick Johnloz, 260-827-8181.
Halderman Real Estate & Farm Management,
800-424-2324, halderman.com.

(Online Only Auction)
- Leffers Family Partnership, seller. Huge
online auction. Outstanding modern and antique
furniture including Ridgeway grandfather clock,
Amish made oak bedroom suite and dinning
room suite, wonderful curved front secretary,
antique pump organ, feather weight sewing
machines, glassware, primitives, tools, wicker
patio furniture, rare Victor Ill talking machine,
designer home decor, household. Preview:
March 28 and 30 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., 12910
Tonkel Rd., Fort Wayne, IN. The Steffen Group
Inc., steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.

BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOS-
ING APRIL 7 - 10 a.m. EST - Secured credi-
tors and various consignors, owners. Online
only truck & equipment auction! Offering 400+
lots! 2012-2014 Freightliner M2106 box trucks,
dump trucks, day cabs, utility trucks, utility trail-
ers, 60+ various skid steer attachments, 40’
shipping container, tents, work benches/tool
boxes & much more! Preview by appointment,
815 Adams Street, Decatur. Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, kjauction.com, 260-724-

MARCH 26-APRIL 2 -

7402.

APRIL 9-APRIL 16 - (Online Only Auction) -
Various consignors, seller. Large collection
of antique console and table top radios, rail-
road items including early 1900’s map cabinet,
antique and primitive furniture, coins, vintage
jewelry, Fenton, Lesney Matchbox cars. Pre-
view: March 30 and April 6 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.,
102 South Jefferson St.,

Ossian, IN, (Steffen

Group Auction Gallery). The Steffen Group Inc.,

Rupp Dr.,

Steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.

APRIL 13 - 6 p.m. - Adams County Commis-
sioners, owner. Adams County 4H Park din-
ing hall, 160 W. Washington St., Monroe. Land
located on N 200E between US Hwy. 33 & 300N
(both sides of road). 132+/- acres offered in mul-
tiple tracts, Washington Township, Section 13,
Adams County, Decatur. Tract 1: 9.96+/- tillable.
Tract 2: 29.96+/- tillable. Tract 3: 29.94+/- till-
able. Tract 4: 61.42+/- tillable. Land sold as indi-
vidual tracts or any combination! Possession to
be taken immediately! Krueckeberg Auction &
Realty LLC, kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.
APRIL 14-APRIL 21 - (Online Only Auction) -
Harkelroad Buildings, LLC, seller. 8,142 SF
multi tenant office building that has been well
maintained. This building perfect for an owner
occupant or as a multi tenant investment prop-
erty. Zoned R-3 with variance, paved parking,
prime NE Allen County location. Open house:
April 11 and 18 from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m., 3705
Fort Wayne, IN. The Steffen Group
Inc., steffengrp.com, 260-426-0633.

March

GOODS &

DIRECTORY

Carter Bell, Janeah Bennett,
Riker Beste, Ethan Brown, Olivia
Brown, Harrison Buroker, Chris-
tian Clubs, Alaina Coleman, Carter
Conley, Brooklyn Coratti, Mer-
cedes Diaz Sanchez, Davin Drayer,
Rowan Drayer, Cooper Dunnuck,
Collin Ewart, Addison Gerber,
Tennley Goodwin, Braxton Gra-
ham, Parker Grandlienard, Kin-
sey Hartman, Aaron Hay, Sophia
Hesher, Broderick Hohe, Zayah
Hurst, Maddox Kauffman, Kole
Kiefer, Parker Klopfenstein, Wes-
ley Kunkel, Brielle Lortie, Myah
Martin, Molly Mills, Joel Moeller,
Olivia Morgan, Chance Moser,
LucyMoser, Phoebe Mygrant,
Mason Olivares, Averie Pearson,
Madelyn Platt, Devin Ramseyer,
Hudson Reineck, Alaya Reinhard,
Charlotte Rhoderick, Payson Rick-
ard, Avalynn Scheiman, Easton
Schipper, Seryniti Seale, Noah
Shively, Jordan Simpson-Barkley,
Rhys Smith, Bear Sprunger, Cio-
mara Tello, Simeon Terry, Delilah
Traynor, Leona Veselji, Autumn
Watson, Dominic Wilson, Hudson
Withers, Lincoln Xayyachack.
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ERVICES

MANUFACTURER OF

ROOFING, SIDING & TRIM

2 0 Coloys

40 Year

METAL

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican | pRgg
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

THURSDAY -
Dollar Off Drinks

Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on

(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
Live Music

Follow us on K for our Events.

128 S Jounson ST. ©824-0455

FRI. & SAT. -

HIDEAWRY

BEER==BOURBON

LANCASTER

Senior Apartments
1800 S. Wayne St. | Bluffton

- 1& 2 Bedrooms

« Maintenance Free
- All Ground-level

« Private Entrances
- Water Included

D's Landscaping

Metal Rooﬁng T 260824.5280 -
193 North Oak Strect ext, Bluffton
& M Or e « Full Lm]m {lZ(are * Tree Il(emoval
D g o T Tri i or those 62 + or
R::lnlg/vla}l“ 3 P e e Zisu;:‘ed. J:;;crrdless
260-273-9776 JERERAI e @ & A
’ GARAGE DOOR Come See Us for Your CBD Oil Needs
SSALES & SERVICE B;Warrenfl’ﬁamtacy@
All makes & models « broken springs & cables 26013752135 <<
Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher ( )375- ) .
“50 Years of Combined Experience” Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St., Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Cal l us at 82 4-32 62 Terry szie}lls, Pharmacist « Melinda Daniels, RN
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ssociates

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors
A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ofFice 260-824-1618  Corner of Main & Market « Bluffton, IN

ASSISTING IN:
« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning
« Safe Money Ideas
+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

Locally Raised Meats

Wells County Adams County Steuben County
100% Pasture Raised Organic
Grass-Fed Beef Pork Chicken

- Locally Owned & Operated
[=] By David & Cara Teeple & Family

. 2035 Commerce Dr. Suite 207, Bluffton
260-824-3255
www.hoosiercreekfarmslic.com

Home Standby Generators

(Sales & Installation)
*Briggs & Stratton
*Generac
Brandon Glasgow
260.228.1832

with

2740E. 200 N. « Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

Security Cameras

r- INDIANA FARM
. BUREAU INSURANCE"

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place ¢ Bluffton, IN
Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan

=

Midstates Solar
ENERGY *Agriculture
Solutions *Commercial

Darin Johnson
260.249.4446

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In- i
althc: iy
Home Healthcare. e NAELA
As your guide through e
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

ELDER LAW

« Medicaid Planning « In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds

« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

Seamless
Sure-Flo*iir
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Profection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

Primary

A

Decks * Garages * Pole Barns ¢ Siding * Remodeling

Metal and Shingle Roofing * Storm Damage *Trim Wood Working and more!

260-223-4276
Contracting, LLC Estimates

Free

Call 260-438-2508

Owner - Edwin Wickey ~ COMPETITIVE RATES!
AMISH CREW | | A-1 U-Stor

will do roofing, siding,

remodeling, pole barns.

Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.

D Safe & Secure
é Self Storage

—— 824-1846

*Safety Lighting *Clean Units

*24 Hr. Access

7,

Foundations repaired

Concrete - Doors
Windows « Painting

Jim Baker

.Home Remodel and Repair

Locally
Owned

[®Repair Bowed Basement Walls

Floor joist repair or replaced

Tile « Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269

*Video Cameras
www.al-ustor.com =
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton
For as $
littleas .. pER |55u5

YOUR BUSINESS IN Call
THE NEWS-BANNER  824-0224

E [ ’ or 622-4108

Apr. deadline is
®  Tues, Mar.28!




