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By HOLLY GASKILL
Overnight, Bluffton High School teacher 

Tara Cocanower went from teaching history 
to making it. 

Since being named Indiana Teacher of 
the Year by the Department of Education, 
Cocanower has stepped into a completely 
new realm of speaking engagements, trav-
eling, and statewide recognition. For a self-
described introvert, it’s been a whirlwind.

“The best word I can use is ‘overwhelm-
ing,’” Cocanower said with a laugh. “But I 
feel incredibly privileged to be doing this as 
a representative of this community.”

Most recently, Cocanower went to Cali-
fornia to meet with the other 54 teachers 
representing the U.S. and its territories. 
There, the teachers had the opportunity to 
meet one another in person, attend profes-
sional development seminars, and learn 
about emerging technology — a favorite of 
which was attending a presentation by Sal 
Khan, founder of the non-profit Khan Acad-
emy, which creates popular online education 
tools.

Cocanower will continue to travel 
throughout the year, including a visit to the 
White House and Space Camp. That said, 
opportunities to speak to students, teachers 
and business leaders around the state are the 
most prevalent in her day-to-day role. 

The IDOE has empowered Cocanower to 
speak on her unique platforms, which often 
leads her to topics regarding mental health, 

teacher retention, literacy, imposter syn-
drome, the future of students, and, above all, 
empathy.

“At the end of it, it’s really all about 
empathy and supporting one another — for 
teachers and for students,” Cocanower said.

One of Cocanower’s favorite parts of 
speaking engagements has been connecting 
with future educators. 

At a recent Trine University presentation, 
Cocanower found herself giving the same 
advice and inspiration she was once given 
when a young woman asked about being a 
woman teaching social studies, a typically 
male-dominated subject. Later, another stu-
dent said the presentation was exactly what 
he needed to hear.

“My heart knows that if it matters for one 
— it matters,” Cocanower said. 

Wanting to balance these new opportuni-
ties with her limits, Cocanower restricts her-
self to two speaking engagements a week on 
top of her teaching and coaching schedule. 
Nevertheless, she is ever aware she would 
be unable to do this without the support of 
her Bluffton-Harrison Metropolitan School 
District family.

Cocanower said she’s visited daily by 
Principal Steve Baker, who asks how she’s 
doing, among other check-ins from Super-
intendent Brad Yates, Assistant Superinten-
dant Julie Meitzler, and many others who 
have provided encouragement and take 

New opportunities for Cocanower as Teacher of the Year

Indiana’s Teacher of the Year, Tara Cocanower of Bluffton High School, speaks to students at 
Southern Wells. (Photo provided) (Continued on Page 2)

Reaction time
Norwell boys bas-

ketball center Brody 
Bolyn’s parents — 
Ryan and Melissa 

— react to a foul 
call on their son in 

the third quarter 
of Friday’s boys 

basketball sectional 
semi-final at Peru. 

But the Norwell 
Nation’s ultimate 

reaction was one of 
joy, below, as the 

Knights advanced 
to the championship 

game against the 
host Tigers. Story 
and game photo 

on Page 6. (Photos 
by Glen Werling)

Indiana’s 
townships 
hope to 
prove worth

By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana’s 1,000-plus townships have largely sur-
vived nearly three-dozen legislative attempts to reor-
ganize or extinguish them since 2004 - and they’re 
hoping to deter future tries with a new, graph-heavy 
report released late last month.

Indiana’s 1,000-plus townships have largely sur-
vived nearly three-dozen legislative attempts to reor-
ganize or extinguish them since 2004  — and they’re 
hoping to deter future tries with a new, graph-heavy 
report released late last month.

The 108-page document lays out a lengthy list 
of 27 recommendations to better bolster townships, 
plus data on township demographics, operations, 
service provision and finances.

 The Indiana Township Association conducted 
the report with the Indiana University Public Policy 
Institute. ITA Executive Director Deborah Driskell 
said she hoped the report would deter future legisla-
tive attempts.

“It’s just constant[ly] being hit with reform mea-
sures,” Driskell told the Capital Chronicle Monday. 
“And on our end, we were struggling to tell our 
story because we did not have the appropriate data.”

But townships’ critics continue to say they’re out-
dated and unnecessary.

“There’s really nothing that townships do that 
couldn’t and shouldn’t be done at the county level,” 
Indiana Chamber of Commerce President and CEO 
Kevin Brinegar said Wednesday.

Townships are a local unit of government dating 
back to the 1800s surveying of what was then the 
Indiana territory, according to the Indiana Historical 
Bureau  — fueling both arguments that they’re estab-
lished sources of help and that they’re approaching 
obsolescence.

Townships once held a wide-range of responsibil-
ities, but today focus on township assistance - once 
called poor relief.

It’s mostly utility and housing aid to low-income 
residents, according to the report, but can include 
funds for homeless shelters, funeral and other death 
services, food, health care and more. The state’s 
1,002 townships typically distribute more than $20 
million in township aid annually, plus funds from 
higher units of government.

“There’s no other form of government where it 
is the [legal] duty of that elected official to ensure 
that the individuals in poverty within their commu-

(Continued on Page 2)

Lesion removed from Biden’s chest cancerous
By ZEKE MILLER

AP White House Correspodent
WASHINGTON (AP) — A skin 

lesion removed from President Joe 
Biden’s chest last month was a basal cell 
carcinoma — a common form of skin 
cancer — his doctor said Friday, adding 
that no further treatment was required.

Dr. Kevin O’Connor, the White 
House doctor who has served as Biden’s 
longtime physician, said “all cancerous 
tissue was successfully removed” during 
the president’s routine physical on Feb. 

16. Biden, 80, was deemed by O’Connor 
to be “ healthy, vigorous” and “fit “ to 
handle his White House responsibilities 
during that physical exam, which comes 
as he is weeks away from launching an 
expected bid for reelection in 2024.

O’Connor said the site of the removal 
on Biden’s chest has “healed nicely” and 
the president will continue skin screen-
ings as part of his routine health plan.

Basal cells are among the most com-
mon and easily treated forms of can-
cer — especially when caught early. 

O’Connor said they don’t tend to spread 
like other cancers, but could grow in 
size, which is why they are removed.

Biden had “several localized non-
melanoma skin cancers” removed from 
his body before he started his presidency, 
O’Connor said in his Feb. 16 summary 
of the president’s health, noting it was 
well established that Biden spent a lot of 
time in the sun during his youth.

First lady Jill Biden in January had 
two basal cell lesions removed from her 
right eye and chest.

China takes 
issue with  
FBI on lab 
leak theory

BEIJING (AP) — For the 
second day in a row, China on 
Wednesday dismissed U.S. sug-
gestions that the COVID-19 pan-
demic may have been triggered by 
a virus that leaked from a Chinese 
laboratory.

Responding to comments by 
FBI Director Christopher Wray, 
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman 
Mao Ning said the involvement 
of the U.S. intelligence commu-
nity was evidence enough of the 
“politicization of origin tracing.”

“By rehashing the lab-leak the-
ory, the U.S. will not succeed in 
discrediting China, and instead, it 
will only hurt its own credibility,” 
Mao said.

“We urge the U.S. to respect 
science and facts ... stop turn-
ing origin tracing into something 
about politics and intelligence, and 
stop disrupting social solidarity 
and origins cooperation,” she said.

In an interview with Fox News 
that aired Tuesday, Wray said, 
“The FBI has for quite some time 
now assessed that the origins of 
the pandemic are most likely a 
potential lab incident in (central 
China’s) Wuhan.”

“Here you are talking about 
a potential leak from a Chinese 
government-controlled lab,” Wray 
said.

Referring to efforts to trace 
the origin of the coronavirus, he 

(Continued on Page 2)
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Weather
Saturday, March 4, 2023

(24-hour observations at 8:46 p.m. Friday)
High: 37; Low: 32; Precipitation: 1.38” (rain) 0.5” 

(snow)
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 9.29 

feet at 11:45 p.m. Friday

Wells County forecast
Saturday: Partly sunny, with a high near 45. West wind 

around 10 mph.
Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 31. 

Southwest wind around 5 mph.
Sunday: Partly sunny, with a high near 51. Northwest 

wind around 5 mph becoming east in the afternoon.
Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 41. 

Southeast wind 5 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.
Monday: A 20 percent chance of rain after 1 p.m. Partly 

sunny, with a high near 65. Breezy.
Monday Night: A 20 percent chance of rain before 1 

a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 35. Breezy.
Tuesday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 43.
Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 25.
Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 42.
Wednesday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 

26.
Thursday: Partly sunny, with a high near 40.
Thursday Night: A chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, with 

a low around 27.
Friday: A chance of rain and snow. Mostly cloudy, with 

a high near 37.

Cocanower
care of some of the small things on her 
plate. 

It’s these moments, and many more, 
that leave Cocanower with one feeling 
— humility.

Cocanower recalled the surprise 
announcement of Teacher of the Year 
in October, looking out into the high 
school auditorium of teachers cheering 
for her. She was moved deeply by the 
sight, knowing every teacher had been 
a large part of her journey and was just 
as worthy of the honor. It felt unnatural 
to take the recognition — she wanted 
to cheer for them too.

“No teacher does anything alone,” 
Cocanower said. “There’s no way I’m 
Teacher of the Year without all the 
support of the people I work with at 
BHMSD. I keep saying this — I didn’t 

win anything, I just have this opportu-
nity to represent the awesome things 
that we all do.”

This feeling rang through again 
when Cocanower was invited to speak 
at Southern Wells by her former first-
grade teacher, Southern Wells Elemen-
tary School Principal Cari Whicker. 
Later, Whicker presented Cocanower 
with a crystal star ornament and a card 
signed by all of Cocanower’s previous 
teachers at Lancaster Elementary. The 
card read, “You’re our shining star.”

“To have people who taught you 
how to read, people who taught you 
division, say we’re getting to see our 
legacy play out because of something 
that you’re doing is immensely hum-
bling,” Cocanower said. “But it’s also 
empowering because I am the type of 
teacher that I am because I had great 
teachers.”

Cocanower has found that the com-
bination of these new responsibilities 
and emotions can feel heavy at times. 
Even so, she counts herself lucky to 
still be teaching amidst everything, 
knowing some in her cohort are taking 
sabbaticals.

At the end of the day, Cocanower 
has found the greatest blessings of 
being an educator have been, and con-
tinue to be in this season, her class-
room and community. 

“I have felt nothing but support and 
empowerment and love from our entire 
community,” Cocanower said. “And 
I’m just so glad that no matter how 
busy I am, no matter how many speak-
ing engagements I have, I get to come 
back to my classroom, and my students 
are excited to see me — most of the 
time,” she laughed.

holly@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

Townships
nity are taken care of,” ITA Associate 
Director Kevin Evans said.

Should nonprofits take over, he 
argued, they wouldn’t be subject to the 
same level of financial reporting, via 
the Indiana Department of Local Gov-
ernment Finance, as would townships.

Most townships are also involved 
in certain fire and emergency medical 
services. Interrupting and reassigning 
those duties could get complicated, 
advocates say.

“Just there with township assis-
tance and fire protection, and many 
times, emergency medical services is 
the foundation of why we must stay in 
place for the safety and wellbeing of 
Hoosiers,” Driskell said.

Opponents say townships are one 
unnecessary layer of government that 
should go. 

Brinegar said the chamber believes 
counties should take on township 
duties as part of broader philosophy of 
efficiency - the group also thinks Indi-
ana has too many counties and school 
districts for its population, especially 
compared to states like Florida.

He cited a controversial 2007 report 
by former Gov. Joseph Kernan and 
former Indiana Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Randall Shepard that recom-
mended ditching townships to achieve 
greater efficiencies.

ITA, meanwhile, argues the Kernan-
Shepard report’s methodology isn’t 

strong enough to use to making deci-
sions with statewide consequences.

Others say townships are just out-
dated.

“Townships were created when it 
was a day’s ride for some people to get 
to the county seat on a horse, and we 
just don’t operate that way anymore,” 
said Rep. Jerry Torr, R-Carmel. He 
was involved in 2009, 2013 and 2018 
attempts to eliminate or consolidate 
townships.

Torr recalled one trustee who tes-
tified that assistance averaged about 
$20, and said instead of paying admin-
istrative costs, the township could “put 
up an ATM to just spit out a $20 bill for 
anybody who’s willing to put their fin-
gerprint in.”

High-quality services a top priority
ITA’s report lists 27 recommenda-

tions to better resource townships - like 
making them eligible for state grants 
and low-interest loan funding, includ-
ing them in public safety local income 
tax allocations and making it easier to 
pursue public safety levy appeals.

Other recommendations promote 
efficiency, such as supporting town-
ships that wish to merge voluntarily, 
specifying under which conditions 
townships could be forcibly merged, 
mandating continuing education for 
staff and adding more board oversight 
or township finances.

But ITA emphasizes that locals 
should get control.

A merger “decision needs to be 

made locally, in that they understand 
their area,” Driskell said. “They under-
stand, you know, where are the fire 
departments? Where’s the manpower?”

Those who want to get rid of town-
ships say greater effectiveness is better 
than nothing.

“If we can’t achieve our ultimate 
goal, then let’s at least work to make 
township government more efficient 
and more effective,” Brinegar said. 

But for those dedicated to critical 
services like firefighting, what gets 
done is more important than who’s 
behind it.

Rep. Randy Frye, R-Greensburg, 
said a volunteer fire department in his 
district gets just about $1,000 annually 
from its township trustee. Insurance on 
the station alone is 10 times that, Frye 
said.

“Every week they have bingo and 
sell food at the fire station to help keep 
the doors open. I think personally that’s 
ridiculous,” said Frye, who was a fire-
fighter for 26 years before joining the 
General Assembly.

“We need to rethink how we fund 
the volunteer fire service,” Frye added. 
“Does it mean we do away with town-
ships? I don’t know. Not necessarily. 
But there’s got to be a change. There’s 
got to be consistency.”

———
This story was provided to the 

News-Banner by the Hoosier State 
Press Association’s Information Net-
work.

(Continued from Page 1)

added, “I will just make the 
observation that the Chinese 
government, it seems to me, 
has been doing its best to 
try to thwart and obfuscate 
the work here, the work that 
we’re doing, the work that 
our U.S. government and 
close foreign partners are 
doing. And that’s unfortu-
nate for everybody.”

On Tuesday, Mao pushed 
back at a report from the 
U.S. Department of Energy 
that assessed with “low con-
fidence” that the virus that 
was first detected in Wuhan 
in late 2019 leaked from a 
nearby government labora-
tory.

The report hasn’t been 
made public and officials 
in Washington stressed that 
U.S. agencies are not in 

agreement on the origin of 
the virus.

Mao on Tuesday insisted 
that China has been “open 
and transparent” in the 
search for the virus’ ori-
gins and has “shared the 
most data and research 
results on virus tracing and 
made important contribu-
tions to global virus tracing 
research.”

A World Health Orga-
nization expert group said 
last year that “key pieces 
of data” to explain how 
the pandemic began were 
still missing. The scientists 
cited avenues of research 
that were needed, including 
studies evaluating the role 
of wild animals and envi-
ronmental studies in places 
where the virus might have 
first spread.

(Continued from Page 1)

China

Storms roll east after slamming South; 10 deaths reported
By KEN MILLER and 

STEFANIE DAZIO
Associated Press

A large storm system 
took aim at the Northeast 
on Friday, threatening heavy 
snow and coastal flooding 
after heavy winds and pos-
sible tornadoes damaged 
homes and buildings, left 
thousands without power 
and caused 10 deaths in a 
wide swath of the South and 
Midwest.

Three people were killed 
by falling trees in Alabama 
as severe weather swept 
through the state. In Mis-
sissippi, a woman died 
inside her SUV after a rot-
ted tree branch struck her 
vehicle, and in Arkansas a 
man drowned after he drove 
into high floodwaters. News 
outlets reported two people 
died in Tennessee when 
trees fell on them.

Three weather-related 
deaths also were reported 
in Kentucky in three differ-
ent counties as storms with 
straight-line winds moved 
through the state. Gov. 
Andy Beshear had declared 
a state of emergency before 
the storm and on Friday 
evening the mayor of Lou-
isville, Craig Greenberg, 
followed suit because of the 
severe storms, high winds, 
widespread damage and 
danger to lives and property.

“I encourage everyone 
in our community to exer-
cise extreme caution this 
evening, and in the com-
ing days – do not drive 
through standing water, do 
not approach downed power 
lines, or do anything that 
would put the lives of any-
one at risk,” Greenberg said 
in a Facebook post.

The National Weather 
Service in Louisville called 
the storm Friday “power-
ful and historic” with peak 
wind gusts between 60-80 
mph (96-128 kph).

More than a million util-

ity customers in Kentucky, 
Tennessee and Michigan 
were without power Friday 
evening, according to pow-
eroutage.us.

The storm barreled Fri-
day afternoon into the 
Detroit area, quickly cov-
ering streets and roads 
beneath a layer of snow. 
The weather service said 
some areas could see bliz-
zard conditions with snow-
fall approaching 3 inches (8 
centimeters) per hour. The 
Detroit Metropolitan Air-
port closed Friday evening 
because of rapidly deterio-
rating weather conditions.

Detroi t -based DTE 
Energy reported more than 
130,000 customers lost 
power Friday evening. It 
was the latest slap after ice 
storms last week left more 
than 600,000 homes and 
businesses without power.

The National Weather 
Service reported poor road 
conditions and numer-
ous vehicle crashes across 
much of northwest Indiana 
because of heavy snowfall 
Friday afternoon.

The storm system was 
turning toward New Eng-
land, where a mix of snow, 
sleet and rain was expected 
to start Friday night and last 
into Saturday, prompting the 
National Weather Service to 
issue a winter storm warn-
ing.

There’s a chance of 
coastal flooding in Massa-
chusetts and Rhode Island 
and the storm could bring as 
much as 18 inches (45 cen-
timeters) of snow to parts of 
New Hampshire and Maine. 
The storm will also bring 
strong winds that could 
cause power outages.

Airport officials in Port-
land, Maine, canceled sever-
al flights for Saturday ahead 
of the weather and some 
libraries and businesses in 
the region announced week-
end closures. Still, with 
warmer weather expected 
to return by the end of the 

weekend, most New Eng-
landers were taking the 
storm in stride.

It wasn’t the same story 
in California, where the 
weather system slammed 
the state earlier in the week 
with as much as 10 feet 
(3 meters) of snow. Some 
residents in mountains east 
of Los Angeles will likely 
remain stranded in their 
homes for at least another 
week after the snowfall 
proved too much to handle 
for most plows.

Many residents of Ala-
bama, Louisiana, Ken-
tucky, Arkansas and Texas 
emerged Friday to find their 
homes and businesses dam-
aged and trees toppled by 
the reported tornadoes. Tens 
of thousands were without 
power and some were also 
without water.

In Alabama, a 70-year-
old man sitting in his truck 
in Talledega County was 
killed when a tree fell onto 
his vehicle. A 43-year-old 
man in Lauderdale County 
and a man in Huntsville also 
were killed by falling trees 
Friday, local authorities 
said.

In Texas, winds brought 
down trees, ripped the roof 
off a grocery store in Little 
Elm, north of Dallas, and 
overturned four 18-wheelers 
along. Minor injuries were 
reported, police said.

Winds of nearly 80 mph 
(130 kph) were recorded 
near the Fort Worth suburb 
of Blue Mound. The roof of 
an apartment building in the 
suburb of Hurst was blown 
away, resident Michael 
Roberts told KDFW-TV.

“The whole building 
started shaking. ... The 
whole ceiling is gone,” 
Roberts said. “It got really 
crazy.”

Heavy rain was also 
reported in southern Mis-
souri and northern Arkan-
sas, causing flooding in both 
states.

In southwest Arkansas, 

Betty Andrews told KSLA-
TV that she and her husband 
took shelter in the bathroom 
of their mobile home while 
a tornado moved through.

“It was very scary. I 
opened the front door to 
look out and saw it coming. 
I grabbed Kevin and went 
and got into the bathtub,” 
Andrews said. “We hun-
kered down, and I said some 
prayers until it passed.”

They were OK but the 
home sustained major dam-
age and the couple was 
temporarily trapped in the 
bathroom until a neighbor 
cleared debris from outside 
the door.

Elsewhere in the Mid-
west, Minnesota and Wis-
consin expected areas of 
freezing fog with less than a 
quarter mile of visibility into 
the weekend, the weather 
service said. In North Dako-
ta, South Dakota and Min-
nesota, highways could get 
up to 10 inches (25 centi-
meters) of snow and 45 mph 
(72 kph) wind gusts on Sun-
day and Monday.

___
Contributing to this 

report were Associated 

Press writers Kimberly 
Chandler in Montgomery, 
Alabama; Margery Beck in 
Omaha, Nebraska; Corey 
Williams in Detroit; Mark 
Pratt in Boston; Chevel 
Johnson in New Orleans; 

Trisha Ahmed in St. Paul, 
Minnesota; Emily Wagster 
Pettus in Jackson, Missis-
sippi; Dylan Lovan in Lou-
isville, Kentucky; and Lisa 
Baumann in Bellingham, 
Washington.

*Services provided by TWN Communications. Not available in all areas. Restrictions, terms, and conditions apply. Taxes, 
regulatory, surcharges and other charges are applicable. Call for details or visit us at www.twncomm.com/heartland for 
additional information and terms and conditions of services. Customers on qualifying internet plans will receive download/
upload speeds of 25.0 Mbps to 1.0 Gbps, per respective plan. A 30-day notice is required to cancel service. TWN Digital Phone 
not available with satellite internet. International call rates apply. Unlimited calling applies to local and long-distance calls within 
the contiguous United States. Digital Phone 911 Service operates differently than traditional 911. See www.twncomm.com/
regulatory-compliance for information. Unlimited usage subject to “fair and normal” usage limitations as described in terms and 
conditions. Streaming services are offered through our partner, Mybundle.tv.  Your streaming service will be invoiced separately. 
For questions regarding your streaming service or invoice, contact Mybundle.tv/twn. HREMC Nostalgia 5.175x5.pdf

FIBER INTERNET  |  DIGITAL PHONE  |  STREAMING TV

WHEN YOU COULDN’T 
BE ON THE INTERNET 
AND PHONE AT THE 

SAME TIME?

Dial-up days are long over. 
Enjoy fast, reliable fiber internet 
from TWN Communications.

Get fiber-ready or sign up for service!
833.727.5563
twncomm.com/heartland

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!
www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/news-banner
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Police Notebook

Invest Your Tax Return in Something that Lasts!

Lennox 13 SEER A/C & 96% EFF. Furnace
Starting at$8499INSTALLED!

RECEIVE A FREE MERV 11 AIR FILTER & CABINET,
WIFI THERMOSTAT, AND IWAVE AIR PURIFIER WITH A 

10-YEAR WARRANTY ON FURNACE AND A/C REPLACEMENT

Not valid with any other offer or combined with other sales or 
promotions. Offer valid through 4/15/2023.

260-622-6622ColliersComfort.com

Lennox 13 SEER A/C & 96% EFF. Furnace

Invest Your Tax Return in Something that Lasts!

Lennox 13 SEER A/C & 96% EFF. Furnace

A
$900.00
VALUE!

260-622-6622
ColliersComfort.com

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

FREE INFORMATION - FREE EDUCATION ON 
ALL OUR PRODUCTS WE ARE FORMER TEACHERS

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service
WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS

Preston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

INCIDENTS
City:
Thursday, 2:06 p.m., 

intersection of West Horton 
and South Morgan streets. 
School resource officer noti-
fied of a vehicle passing a 
stop arm on a school bus.

Thursday, 4:18 p.m., 
Walmart Supercenter, 2100 
N. Main St. Report of a 
theft.

Thursday, 8:31 p.m., 
motorist assist in the 1200 
block of Manor Drive.

Fr iday,  6 :53 a .m. , 
Walmart Supercenter. Two 
semis asked to leave parking 
lot.

Friday, 7:02 a.m., inter-
section of North Morgan 
and West Perry streets. 
Black labrador sitting next 
to dumpster, possibly aban-
doned. Officer investigated; 
dog not found.

Friday, 9 a.m., 911 phone 
call from Comfort Inn, 1782 
N. Main St. Children in a 
room  made the call.

Friday, 10:32 a.m., Bluff-
ton High School. Truancy 
report received.

Friday, 11:38 a.m. Wood 
reported as a traffic hazard 
near Bluffton Regional Med-
ical Center. Wood cleared 

from roadway.
County:
Thursday, 4:58 p.m., 

County Road 450E at 700N. 
Citation issued for 84 in a 45 
mph zone. 

Thursday, 8:04 p.m., Ind. 
116 in Vera Cruz. Tyler M. 
Diek, 41, Geneva, was driv-
ing a 2002 Chevrolet S-10 
pickup truck and ran off the 
road and rolled over. Wit-
ness Tomas Arriaga recalled 
the truck had been swerving 
all over the road in front of 
him. Investigating office 
smelled alcohol on Diek and 
received a warrant for blood 
draw. Results pending. Diek 
was transported to Bluff-
ton Regional Medical due 
to his injuries. The vehicle 
was towed by Pemberton’s. 
Damage exceeded $10,000.

Thursday, 10:08 p.m., 
5351E 1000S. Alarm. Located 
open doors, cleared building. 

ACCIDENTS
City:
Thursday, 8:23 p.m., 

Ind. 1, 1,000 feet south of 
Wells County Road 350S, A 
Chrysler Pacifica van driven 
by Andrea S. Esterhai, 45, 
1131 S. Jersey St., struck 
a deer as the vehicle was 
southbound on Ind. 1. Car 
damaged in right front head-

light area and bumper cover. 
Damage estimated at less 
than $1,000. Vehicle was 
drivable.

County:
Thursday, 5:35 a.m., 

County Road 700E at 300S 
in Vera Cruz. Travis J. Calla-
han was driving northbound 
on Country Road 700E in 
a 2005 Che Ave and failed 
to see the road curve after 
dropping his cigarette. Cal-
lahan hit the brakes and 
continued into the guardrail. 
Vehicle was towed by Pem-
berton’s and the guardrail 
received significant damage. 
Damage exceeded $2,500. 

FIRES
Friday, 12;02 p.m. Report 

of smoke in a house at 2822 
E. Center Drive. No flames. 

OBITUARIES

J. Keith Fuller, 90, of Bluffton, 
a longtime resident of Ossian, 
passed away early Friday 
morning, March 3, 2023, at 
Christian Care Retirement Com-
munity.

Keith was born Dec. 4, 1932, 
in Bluffton, to Harry W. Fuller 
and Mable M. (Tucker) Fuller. 
He graduated from Chester 
Center High School in 1951.

Keith served in the Armed 
Forces from 1953 to 1955, 
where he trained as a Field Wireman. He 
served in the Korean War for 17 months 
as a Battery A. 1st Field Artillery Battalia.

He worked at Franklin Electric for 44 
years in Bluffton.

Keith enjoyed spending time with his 
family, wood working, reading and fish-
ing.

He was a member of New Hope Luther-
an Church in Ossian

On June 14, 1975, Keith and Janet 
Nichols were married in Celina, Ohio.

Keith is survived by his wife of 47 
years, Janet of Bluffton; a daughter, Jen 

(Rick) Schwartz of Bluffton; and 
four grandchildren, Spencer, 
Mason, Keegan and Emma 
Schwartz.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; two sons, Gary 
Fuller and Rick Fuller; and two 
sisters and four brothers.

Funeral services will take 
place at 1 p.m. Monday, March 
6, 2023, at New Hope Luther-
an Church in Ossian with Rev. 
Daniel Burfiend officiating. Visi-

tation will be held for one hour prior to 
the service on Monday at the church.

Burial will follow at the Oak Lawn Cem-
etery in Ossian, with military honors.

Memorials may be made to New Hope 
Lutheran Church, Loving Shepherd Minis-
tries, or Stillwater Hospice of Fort Wayne, 
and can be directed to the funeral home.

Funeral arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care of the Lemler fam-
ily of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home 
in Bluffton.  Friends can share memories 
and online condolences with the family 
at www.thomarich.com

Destination Recreation
There is a leprechaun on the loose!  

Patrick the Playful Leprechaun travels 
from park to park in Bluffton causing 
mischief, pulling pranks, and hiding his 
gold at the end of rainbows.  We need 
children of all ages to help us find this 
mischievous leprechaun.

This is a “hide and seek” game with a 
paper cut out of Patrick that will be hid-
den until March 15. If you find the paper 
cut out of Lucky the Leprechaun, you 
must deliver it back to the Parks Depart-
ment to claim your prize. We will then 
hide him again in a different location after 
he is found. Follow Bluffton Parks on 
Facebook to see when he is on the run. 

Coloring contests were sent out to 
the schools this week and are due back 
to our office at the end of this month. If 
you would like to print off more copies, 
they can be found at https://tinyurl.com/
mvxrr58d. 

The city of Bluffton has a tree-plant-
ing program that will assist residents in 
planting trees along city streets during the 
early spring of 2023.  The cost of trees is 
$37.00 each.  Trees will arrive in a 5-gal-
lon container. They must be ordered and 
paid for before March 17, 2023, at the 
Mayor’s office. Trees offered will be 
red sunset maple, Eastern redbud – pink 
blooming, kousa dogwood  — white 
blooming, Heritage River birch – multi-
stem, and tulip tree.  

The city will assist homeowners in 
planting trees by digging the hole for 
planting during early spring, provided the 
location can be reached from the street 
by the city’s equipment. If you wish, the 
trees will be delivered to your home for 
you to plant.  Trees are expected to arrive 
in late March to Early April.

The city cannot guarantee the tree’s 
growth, since much of the success of 
planting depends upon the care of the tree 
after it is in the ground. Trees may not be 
planted under utility lines or where the 
growth of the tree may endanger either 
overhead or underground utilities.

Speaking of trees, did 
you know that the Parks 
Department accepts 
memorial tree donations? Honor a 
loved one by planting trees in their mem-
ory. Orders are collected all year long, 
and trees are planted at the best suitable 
time (typically spring or fall).

Your donation not only provides a 
home for wildlife and shade for families 
walking on the Rivergreenway trail, but 
it also protects the trail itself, as the tree 
roots stabilize the bank.  Did you know 
that a single tree provides enough oxy-
gen for one year for a family of 4 or that 
it can capture 18,000 gallons of water 
over the course of their lives, improving 
the watershed areas?  By planting memo-
rial trees, you not only honor the life and 
legacy of your loved one you also help 
preserve the tree canopy in our beautiful 
parks and trails for generations to come.

For more information about this pro-
gram visit: https://tinyurl.com/5au5hx6r 

If you are still looking for something 
fun to do next weekend ProFed Credit 
Union is proudly hosting the 7th annual 
BRRR Fest, a craft beer and wine tast-
ing, home brew contest, local food, and 
live music event.

VIP Admission is at 1 p.m. and gen-
eral admission begins at 2 p.m.  To see 
if there are any tickets left visit https://
www.blufftonnow.org/brrr-fest. 

We want to give a special thanks to 
Kappa Kappa Kappa for blessing us with 
a generous donation last week. We have 
a lot of projects we are working on and 
we really appreciate their support!

We are still accepting Kehoe Concert 
donations for the 2023 summer series.  
We would like to thanks AdamsWells 
Internet-Telecom TV, General Manu-
facturing, George and Jan Babcock, and 
Kappa Kappa Kappa for their support 
with bringing exceptional talent to the 
Kehoe stage for our community to enjoy. 

Have a great week!

&News  Notes

Bluffton &Parks   Rec

By Brandy 
Fiechter

Local Roundup
County Drainage Board will 

meet Monday afternoon
The Wells County Drainage Board will 

meet at 4:30 p.m. Monday, March 6, in 
Room 105, the multi-purpose room on the 
lower level of the Wells Carnegie Govern-
ment Annex, 223 W. Washington St.

Topics on the agenda include project 
updates and discussion of miscellaneous 
drainage matters.

County Commissioners will 
meet Monday afternoon
The Wells County Commissioners will 

meet at 5 p.m. Monday, March 6, in Room 
105, the multi-purpose room on the lower 
level of the Wells Carnegie Government 
Annex, 223 W. Washington St.

Topics on the agenda include:
• Appointments with Wells County Sher-

iff Scott Holliday, Wells County Highway 
Supervisor Shawn Bonar, and Wells County 
Engineer Nate Rumschlag.

• Consideration of a preliminary engi-
neering services agreement for Wells Coun-
ty Road 200S railroad coordination.

• Consideration of a local road and bridg-
es matching grant agreement.

• A flood safety awareness proclamation, 
brought to the board by County Surveyor 
Jarrod Hahn.

• A Family Centered Services matter, 
brought to the commissioners by Paige 
Hamilton.

• Discussion of a road use and decom-
missioning agreement.

• Discussion of a right-of-way or utility 
agreement(s).

• Library board appointment.

Northern Wells school 
board will meet Monday
The board of the Northern Wells Com-

munity Schools will hold a special meeting 
at 5 p.m. Monday, March 6, at the school 
district’s administrative office, 312 N. Jef-
ferson St. in Ossian.

The meeting has been called to facilitate 
a work session for financial planning.

Ossian parks board will 
meet Monday evening

The Ossian parks board will meet at 7 
p.m. Monday, March 6, at Collier’s, 215 N. 
Jefferson St. in Ossian.

No agenda was available for the meeting 
at  press time Friday night.

Bluffton Board of Works to 
meet Tuesday afternoon
The Bluffton Board of Public Works 

and Safety will meet at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 7, in the meeting room on the first 

floor of City Hall, 128 E. Market St.
Topics on the agenda include:
• An update on projects, brought to the 

board by City Engineer Kelly White.
• A discussion about 427 W. Lancaster St.
• Bid openings for Lancaster Park 

improvements.
• Personnel matters, brought to the board 

by Police Chief Kyle Randall, Parks Super-
intendent Brandy Fiechter, and Street Com-
missioner Tim Simpson.

Bluffton Common Council 
will meet Tuesday evening

The Bluffton Common Council will meet 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday, March 7, in the Council 
Chambers on the second floor of City Hall, 
128 E. Market St.

Topics on the agenda include:
 • An update on the Praxis of Fort Wayne 

by Landmark Recovery facility in Bluffton.
• Jeff Yergler, discussing opioids with the 

council.
• An amendment to an interlocal agree-

ment.
• An ordinance for an additional appro-

priation.

Wells County Council will 
meet Tuesday evening

The Wells County Council will meet at 
7 p.m. Tuesday, March 7, in Room 105, the 
multi-purpose room on the lower level of 
the Wells Carnegie Government Annex, 223 
W. Washington St.

Topics on the agenda include:
 Additional appropriations for the jail, 

LIT Public Safety (county share), and juve-
nile probration.

• An update on the county highway 
garage, brought to the council by Conor 
Jackson.

• A discussion of the Property Tax 
Appeals Board of Appeals ethics, brought to 
the council by Brandon Harnish.

• A work session on taxes for 2023, led 
by Darren Bates.

• Salary ordinance.

Rock Creek Conservancy 
District to meet Thursday
The quarterly meeting of the Rock Creek 

Conservancy District will be held at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, March 9, at the Liberty Center 
Fire Department, 2954 W. Market St. in 
Liberty Center.

Topics on the agenda include training 
and compensation, maintenance and water 
monitoring program reports, annual review, 
treasurer’s reports, claim forms, and account 
reconciliations.

The meeting is open to the public. For 
additional information contact RCCD 
Financial Clerk Pamela Gregory at 260/703-
0490.

J. Keith Fuller, 90

www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Calling: 10 - 11 a.m. 
Saturday, March 4.
Service: 11 a.m., 

Saturday, March 4 at the 
funeral home.

Betty M. Baker
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Lincoln might think me a fool but hey, I get paid to do this
Two topics for this 

Saturday morning.
First, a very brief 

follow-up on Friday’s latest installment 
on property taxes — that 2023 data 
shows Wells County homeowners’ share 
of the tax-levy pie continues to grow. It 
should not be assumed that the writer 
proposes that this is necessarily a terrible 
trend. The $64,000-question: What is the 
proper mix of the different categories? 

Perhaps tax consultant Darren Bates 
has some insight into that since he works 
with 56 other Indiana counties. It might 
be a good question to pose during his 
discussion with the Wells County Council 
Tuesday evening.

Readers may recall one of the revela-
tions from last year’s tax saga study — 
that in 2021, property taxes made up just 
24 percent of the funding for the county’s 
budget (30 percent of Bluffton’s) while 
the average for the eight comparable 
counties was 43.4 percent (55 percent for 
the comparable county-seat cities). We 
also did a shallow dive into how that tax-
levy pie looks in other counties, with no 
definitive findings.

It may be that Wells County home-
owners — as well as all property-tax pay-
ers — have enjoyed a lower burden than 
others and we’re just now catching up. 

Or not. This reminds me of the 
Daylight Savings Time debate. Indiana 
adopted it a number of years ago in order 
to be more in sync with the rest of the 
country. While the move made economic 
sense, I was of the opinion that Indiana 
had it right all along — that switching the 
clocks twice a year had outlived its use-
fulness and everyone else should join us. 

So, perhaps we will figure this out.
———

And now, to what’s been bugging me 
this week.

There have been two instances of what 
I will call “unforced errors” that have 
only ramped up our unfortunate, runaway 
cultural wars.

Perhaps you’ve seen the news of the 
kerfuffle in the Northwest Allen County 
Schools regarding a spring drama titled 
“Marian: The True Story of Robin 
Hood.” Apparently it has a “non-binary 
character” and a same-sex couple as part 
of the story.

I pay a bit more-than-normal attention 
to news from the NWAC schools because 
a) we have three grandchildren in the 

district and b) Wayne 
Barker, well known in 
these parts, is the new 
superintendent.

Carroll High 
School’s principal had 
approved the play sev-
eral months ago, but 
when auditions started 
and word got out, a 
number of parents pro-
tested to the point that 
the principal relented, 

fearing, he is reported as saying, for 
the safety of his students. His decision 
to cancel the production resulted in an 
uproar and an online petition to re-instate 
the play. 

The issue drew a standing-room-only 
crowd to the board’s Monday night meet-
ing. Barker supported his principal’s deci-
sion. Another script was chosen. 
Haven’t seen the title but it’s a 
safe bet that it’s a safe bet.

Some would describe the prin-
cipal’s initial approval as “woke” 
while some would use words less 
kind. I’m not so sure — I think 
he would have more vigorously 
defended the play if that was his 
motivation. I’d describe it more 
as “not well thought out.” There 
are other words for that, also less 
kind.

Meanwhile, a 65-year-old car-
toonist of a very popular cartoon 
strip — “Dilbert” — felt compelled to 
voice some really strange things this 
week. He says he’ll accept criticism from 
anyone who has consumed his entire 
message because his comments were 
taken out of context. Frankly, that sounds 
like a punch-line from one of his strips.

Scott Adams referenced a Rasmussen 
poll that found only a slim majority of 
Black Americans agreed with the state-
ment “It’s OK to be white.”  (As I under-
stand it, this phrase is used by at least 
some white supremacist groups, which 
would obviously give it a tinged mean-
ing for many Black people, not unlike 
“Black Lives Matter,” which is obviously 
true but has also acquired its own cultural 
connotations because extremists have 
used to further their cause.) Adams went 
on to accuse Black Americans of being 
“a hate group” and advised white people 
to “get the hell away” from them.

There are darn few quality comic 

strips these days, Dilbert being one of 
them. The comic page was never meant 
to cause controversy, which is why many 
shied away from “Doonesbury,” famous 
for its political slant. I’m glad we never 
carried Dilbert, hence Doug Brown 
doesn’t have to add this to his to-do list.

So, the question is: Why did these 
people even go there? Why would a 
principal of a high school in a suburban 
midwestern community approve a play 
that addresses such controversial topics 
as gender identity and human sexuality? 
He didn’t foresee any issues? He didn’t 
consider that perhaps these were topics 
left for a college-level drama production 
as opposed to 15- and 16-year-olds?

When I was in high school, I played a 
part in “Of Mice and Men.” We changed 
a word here and there in the dialogue 
of the ranch hands because our director 

wisely took his audience and community 
into account.

And why would a guy like Adams, 
who obviously has a creative mind, make 
such remarks in an atmosphere already 
supercharged over racial issues? I’ve read 
that his fellow cartoonists are not exactly 
coming to his defense. Apparently he 
“has a long history of spewing problem-
atic views,” as one commented. But I 
have to wonder what compelled him to 
even open his mouth at all.

Although there is some debate, 
Abraham Lincoln is generally given 
credit for the adage (which quite applies 
to Mr. Adams), “Better to remain silent 
and be thought a fool than to speak and 
remove all doubt.”  Saturday morning 
readers may be surprised that I believe 
that to be sound advice and try to adhere 
to it as much as possible … at least six 
days a week. 

As I contemplate all of this, there is 

a third instance that’s been bugging me. 
Perhaps there’s something to that “things 
happen in threes” thing.

It was revealed this week that Fox 
News commentators and executives were 
sharing internal emails about how those 
voicing a conspiracy theory of rigged 
voting machines in the wake of the 2020 
election were “nuts.” They apparently 
didn’t believe a word of it, yet they not 
only continued to give them a platform 
for their rants, they encouraged them or 
at least failed to question them.

Why? Because it was good for their 
ratings. Their audience was eating it up. 
That’s not news; that’s entertainment, 
which is why I have intentionally never 
watched any cable news stations or lis-
tened to talk radio. 

We are, or at least should be, aggra-
vated by our politicians who tell us what 
they believe we want hear. For example, 
they would rather deny or ignore such 
obvious facts that we need to do some-
thing to shore up Social Security and 
Medicare. They package their message 
to tell us what they believe we want to 
hear. Fox News and CNN learned that 
lesson of “how to succeed” long ago and 
only continue to feed our unfortunate and 
unnecessary cultural wars.

Not that the “mainstream” news media 
operates in a non-biased world. The tone 
of the coverage of the oral arguments 
before the Supreme Court of President 
Biden’s student loan forgiveness is very 
instructive. The news stories I’ve seen 
have been more concerned about the 
“uncertain future of thousands of student 
loan borrowers” than the basic consti-
tutionality of who controls the nation’s 
purse strings — Congress, as stipulated 
in the Constitution, or a fickle president, 
in this case, one who was obviously try-
ing to buy some votes.

Not to mention a basic foundation of 
any civilized society: you borrow money, 
you pay it back.

Not to mention the precedent and the 
lesson if Biden’s proposal is allowed to 
stand: If you worked your way through 
college or chose not to borrow and get a 
degree, you are the fool.

I think that adds up to at least four 
rants from this Saturday morning muser. 
President Lincoln may have another 
phrase to describe me, probably less 
kind.

miller@news-banner.com

Saturday’s Sub

Mark Miller

Indiana State Police 
Superintendent Doug 
Carter had some bad news 
for the gathered reporters.

“While I know you are 
all expecting final details 
today concerning this 
arrest, today is not that day,” he said. “Today is not that 
day. This investigation is far from complete, and we will 
not jeopardize its integrity by releasing documents or 
information before its proper time.”

There will always be some tension between the news 
media’s role in keeping the public informed and a police 
agency’s role in protecting an investigation.

Still, Oct. 31, 2022, was not the day law enforcement 
authorities should have been releasing information about 
the long-awaited arrest of a suspect in the deaths of two 
Delphi teenagers. That announcement should have come 
days earlier, on Oct. 26, the day authorities actually 
made the arrest and put the suspect in jail. But police did 
not make the announcement that day.

Nor did they make it the next day, the day they should 
have made available for public inspection a daily log 
listing the department’s activities from the day before.

Police also did not release information the next day, 
Oct. 28, the day Ron Wilkins, a reporter for the Journal 
&amp; Courier in Lafayette, filed a public records 
request. Nor did they release it the day after that, the day 
Wilkins’ request was denied.

By the time police finally acknowledged they had 
made an arrest, the suspect had been in jail for five days. 
He had made an appearance in court, and a judge had 
sealed the probable cause affidavit, the document on 
which his arrest was based.

This is not the way the American system of justice is 
supposed to work.

Days after the news conference, Wilkins filed a com-
plaint with the Indiana Public Access Counselor, and that 
office issued a ruling Feb. 10.

Maddeningly, the state police responded using an 
argument the access counselor had rejected more than 
two years earlier when a reporter for The Herald Bulletin 
sought a copy of the agency’s daily log. They argued 
that while the law requires creation of such a log within 
24 hours, it does not require that the log actually be 
made available for public inspection. Instead, they insist-
ed, the law allows public agencies 21 days to respond to 
records requests and that same time period should apply 
here.

In the Delphi case, Luke Britt, the access counselor, 
said again what he had said before: The law requires 
police agencies to maintain a public record of their activ-
ities, and it stands to reason that record should be readily 
available to the public.

Britt also rejected a second argument, that sealing 
court records complicated the role of police agencies in 
releasing information. He pointed out that a police log 
isn’t a court record and thus isn’t covered by a judge’s 
seal.

Britt shouldn’t have to keep repeating himself for the 
state police to get the message. They are charged with 
enforcing the law. They shouldn’t also be flouting it.

THE HERALD-BULLETIN (Anderson)

Police flouted public 
access law in Delphi case

Hoosier
Opinions

The lab leak story: How elite 
scientists lied and concealed the truth

When the Wall Street Journal reported in a front-
page lead story that the Department of Energy had 
concluded the COVID-19 pandemic resulted from a 
leak from China’s Wuhan laboratory, you might have 
argued it was old news. The FBI had already, it turns 
out, come to the same conclusion and with a higher 
degree of confidence (moderate) than the Energy 
Department (low).

Those agencies’ conclusions, moreover, came as 
a result of a May 21 directive from President Joe 
Biden to multiple intelligence agencies to review two 
“equally plausible scenarios” for COVID’s origin, 
“whether it emerged from human contact with an 
infected animal” (the zoonotic theory) “or from a 
laboratory accident” (the lab leak theory).

That should have been big news since the zoonotic 
theory, advanced early and widely accepted by gov-
ernment scientists and many journalists, had become 
entrenched as early as February 2020 when COVID 
first became big news.

Emails unearthed by a House committee and 
quoted by longtime New York Times science reporter 
Nicholas Wade showed that Scripps Research Insti-
tute scientist Kristian Andersen had written National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director 
Anthony Fauci on Jan. 31, 2020, 
to inform him that he and other 
scientists had concluded that 
COVID-19 was “inconsistent 
with expectations from the evolu-
tionary (that is, zoonotic) theory.”

But former National Institutes 
of Health Director Francis Col-
lins emailed on Feb. 2 that if the 
lab leak theory were accepted, 
“the voices of conspiracy will 
quickly dominate, doing great 
potential harm to science and 
international harmony.” Thus, 
after a teleconference with Col-
lins and Fauci, Andersen, in a Feb. 4 email, charac-
terized the lab leak as one of an unnamed number of 
“crackpot theories.” Later, on March 20, he said the 
virus was “not a laboratory construct.”

So why the switch? Well, scientists like Andersen 
knew that Fauci and Collins controlled huge streams 
of research funding. Fauci and Collins knew that they 
had repeatedly approved funding at the Wuhan lab. 
The conspiracy was not to spread the lab leak theory 
but to suppress it.

The zoonotic theory had become unassail-
able dogma by the time Sen. Tom Cotton (R-AR) 
advanced the lab leak theory on Fox News on Feb. 
16. “Fringe theory” and “conspiracy theory,” huffed 
The New York Times. “A coronavirus fringe theory,” 
wrote the Washington Post . Other eminent journalists 
piled on, even though an accident, by definition, is not 
the result of a conspiracy.

Facebook, led and staffed almost entirely by left-
wingers, promptly followed the lead of government 
science funders and suppressed news of the lab leak 
theory for more than a year. The State Department-
backed Global Disinformation Index, the Washing-
ton Examiner’s Gabe Kaminsky revealed, similarly 
sought to suppress the theory. Twitter, under its 
similarly biased pre-Musk regime, used “visibility 
filtering” to downplay the lab leak theory. President 

Donald Trump’s March 2020 tweets about 
“the China virus” were attacked as “racist” 
by multiple critics, and those advancing the 
lab leak theory were attacked for “racism.” 
The lab leak theory, The New York Times 
science writer Apoorva Mandavilli tweeted 
in May 2021, has “racist roots.” Even advo-
cates of the zoonotic theory were briefly 
charged with racism, too.

Nevertheless, serious and carefully 
nuanced arguments were made for taking 
the lab leak theory seriously, in multiple 
articles by Nicholas Wade, in science writer 
Matt Ridley and Alina Chen’s book “Viral: 
The Search for the Origin of Covid-19,” in 
a National Review cover story and in a detailed report 
from the liberal ProPublica organization published 
with Vanity Fair.

The press, even while proclaiming that “democ-
racy dies in darkness,” was reluctant to shed any light 
on the lab leak theory. Even worse was the behav-
ior of scientists. “Welp,” tweeted FiveThirtyEight 
founder Nate Silver when the Wall Street Journal 
story on the Energy Department’s decision broke. 
“The behavior of a certain cadre of scientists who 

used every trick in the book to 
suppress discussion of this issue 
is something I’ll never forget. A 
huge disservice to science and 
public health.”

The origin of COVID is not 
the only issue on which the 
scientists have disgraced them-
selves. Just this month, the pres-
tigious British medical journal 
The Lancet published a review 
of 65 studies that concluded that 
the natural immunity of those 
who have contracted COVID 
provides more protection than 

the vaccines. There goes the case for requiring that 
the previously infected get multiple vaccinations.

And just last week, Britain’s prestigious Cochrane 
Library released a study of 78 randomized control tri-
als with 610,000 participants, which concluded that 
masks make no difference -- none -- in stopping trans-
mission of respiratory diseases like COVID. “There is 
just no evidence they make any difference. Full stop,” 
said the study’s lead author. So much for the mask 
mandates, including the CDC masking guideline, 
which teachers unions got the CDC to impose upon 
schoolchildren by applying their undue political influ-
ence.

We don’t know for certain -- and given Chinese 
secrecy, we probably never will -- that COVID 
resulted from a lab leak. But we do know that lead-
ing scientists and science funders in government lied, 
distorted and suppressed the truth. We do know that 
public health officials stuck and still stick to require-
ments that have negative effects but no scientific 
basis. We know that many journalists who arrogantly 
offer themselves as voices speaking truth to power 
were actually exerting power to suppress truth.

Elite scientists and journalists today complain that 
they get no respect. Their record shows they don’t 
deserve much.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Michael
Barone
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APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH - COUNTRY
1970 S.-800E., Bluffton

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

ASBURY CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
8013 W.-1100S.-90,

Montpelier
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

BETHEL
(Independent Bible)

4500E-300S, Bluffton
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN 
CHURCH LCMS

6114E-750N, Ossian
bethlehemossian.org

9 a.m. - Divine Service. 
10:15 - Adult Bible Class, 
Youth Bible Class & Sunday 
School. 11:30 - Voice of 
Bethlehem on 92.7 FM.

BLUFFTON 
CHURCH OF GOD
327 W. Cherry St.

10 a.m. -  Sunday School. 
11 a.m. - Worship. 6 p.m.  - 
Service.

BLUFFTON 
WESLEYAN CHAPEL
(Independent Holiness 

Church)
1309 W. Washington St.

blufftonwesleyan.net
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 & 6:30 p.m. - 
Worship.

BOEHMER UNITED 
METHODIST

3467 S 600 W, 
Liberty Center

boehmerumc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:45 

- Sunday School.

CALVARY 
LUTHERAN, ELCA

1532 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

CHESTER CENTER
900S-300W, Poneto

9:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH - NORTH
630 E. Dustman Rd.

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

CHRISTIAN NEW LIGHT
1011 W. Washington St.

9:45 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship. 6 
p.m. - Praise & worship.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
735 S. Marion St.

10 a.m. - Bible Study. 
10:45 - Worship.

COVENANT CHAPEL
3550 S. SR 1

mycovenantchapel.org
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:15 - Worship. 
(Children’s Church for ages 
6-12).

DILLMAN UNITED 
BRETHREN

8888S-1100W-90, 
Warren

9 a.m. - Worship. 10 a.m. - 
Sunday School.

DOMESTIC CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

9 a.m. - Sunday school. 10 
a.m. - Church service.

EPWORTH UNITED 
METHODIST

1204 W. Cherry St.
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:40 

a.m. - Sunday School.

FAIRVIEW CHURCH 
OF GOD

5511 W. Yoder Rd., Yoder
fairviewlife.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
210 W. Townley
fbc-bluffton.com

9:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

 
FIRST BAPTIST
202 W. Cherry St.
fbcbluffton.com

10:15 - Worship.

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF OSSIAN

1001 Dehner Dr.
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6:30 - Service.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

909 W. Spring St.
FCCfamily.com

9:30 & 11 a.m. - Worship.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

1515 Clark Ave.
blufftonnazarene.org

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
9-10 a.m. - Free ESL class-
es. 10:15 - Worship. 6 p.m. 
- Service.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
215 E. Dustman Rd.

firstpcbluffton.org
9:30 a.m. - Children/youth 

& Adult Sunday School. 
10:30 - Worship.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
(EVANGELICAL)

123 S. Jefferson St., Ossian
www.OssianChurch.com
8:45 a.m. - Sunday school. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

FIRST REFORMED 
CHURCH OF BLUFFTON

301 W. Cherry St.
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST

325 W. Washington St.
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:45 

- Sunday School.

FORGIVEN CHURCH
1409 S. Main St.
forgivenonline.org

9 a.m. - Worship.

HARVEST TIME BIBLE
11015S-600E, Keystone

9:10 a.m. - Prayer. 10 a.m. 
- Worship.

HOPE MISSIONARY
429 E. Dustman Rd.
hope4thefamily.com

8 a.m., 9:30 & 11 a.m. - 
Service at Main Campus. 
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Service, 
north campus, Ossian.

KEYSTONE CHURCH
10556S-200W

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:30 
- Sunday School.

GRACE BAPTIST
1621 S. 350 E. 
Stogdill Rd. Ext.
gbcbluffton.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Worship.

LANCASTER CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
4510 E 400N, Craigville

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
9:40 - Fellowship. 10 a.m. - 
Worship.

LIFE COMMUNITY
428 S. Oak St.

lifecommunity.net
10:30 a.m. - Service (Chil-

dren’s programs available).
 

LIVING FAITH 
MISSIONARY

17718 Bluffton Rd., Yoder
10 a.m. - Worship. 11:30 - 

Sunday School.

LIVING WATER 
UNITED CHURCH

6486 S 700E, Bluffton
8:45-9 a.m. - Prayer. 9 

a.m. - Sunday School. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER 
BAPTIST

3071 W. Cherry St.
8:30 a.m. - Pastor/Dea-

con’s Prayer. 9 - Sunday 
School. 9:55 - Fellowship. 
10:15 - Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
8:45 a.m. - Choir practice. 

9 a.m. - Coffee, donuts, 
conversation. 9:30 - Wor-
ship w/infant nursery & 
children’s church. 10:45 - 
Sunday School.

OSSIAN CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

302 N. Metts St.
ossiannaz.org

9:15 a.m. - Bible study. 
10:30 - Service.

OSSIAN UNITED 
METHODIST
201 W. Mill St.
ossianumc.org

9 a.m. - Worship, Worship 
child care nurse. 10 a.m. 
- Fellowship. 10:15 - Adult 
Sunday School.

MARKLE CHAPEL 
HILL SEVENTH DAY 

ADVENTIST
470 E. Morse St.

Saturday: 9:30 a.m. - 
Worship. 10:45 - Sabbath 
School (Bible study).

MARKLE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

455 E. Morse St.
marklechurch.org

9 a.m. - Adult Bible study 
groups. 10:30 - Worship. 
Children’s & student pro-
gramming both hours.

MCNATT UNITED 
METHODIST

9221 W 800S-90, 
Montpelier

8:30 a.m. - Coffee fellow-
ship. 9:15 - Worship.

MURRAY MISSIONARY
1117 N. Washington St., 

Murray
murraymc.org

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 11 
a.m. - Sunday School.

NEW BEGINNING
2187 W. SR 218

10 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10:30 - Worship.

NEW HOPE LUTHERAN
(Missouri Synod)

8824 N. SR 1, Ossian
newhopelutheran-ossian.

webs.com
9 a.m. - Sunday School & 

Adult Bible study. 10 a.m. - 
Worship.

NOTTINGHAM
1100 S. SR 1

9:30 - Sunday School. 
10:30 & 6 p.m. - Worship.

PARK COMMUNITY
617 S. Bennett St.

blog.parkub.org
10 a.m. - Connection. 11 

a.m. - Worship.

PETROLEUM 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

3625 E. 2nd St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:30 - 

Sunday School.

PONETO BAPTIST
Grape Street

8:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 9 a.m. - Worship.

PONETO UNITED 
METHODIST

36 E. Walnut St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10 a.m. - 

Fellowship. 10:15 - Sunday 
School.

RIVER OF HOPE
1224 W. Central

 11 a.m. - Worship & the 
Word.

RIVER OF LIFE
927 N. Main St.

10:30 a.m. - Worship.

SIX MILE
4790 SE SR 116

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

SONLIGHT WESLEYAN
2350 S. SR 1

sonlightwesleyan.org
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship. 
Nursery & Children’s class-
es available during Sunday 
School & Worship.

SOUTHERN WELLS 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
9450 S 300 W, Poneto

9 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
1300 N. Main St.

Saturday: 7:45 a.m. - 
Prayer. 8 a.m. - Mass. 
8:30 - Rosary. 4 p.m. or by 
appointment - Confessions. 
5 p.m. - Mass.
Sunday: 7:30 & 10 a.m. - 

Mass.

ST. LUKE CHURCH
4960W-100N, Decatur

stlukechurch.in
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 - 

Sunday School.

ST. MARK EV. 
LUTHERAN

16933 Thiele Rd. 
stmarkfw.org

8:45 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10 a.m. - Worship.

ST. MARK’S 
LUTHERAN (NALC)
5912 N. Sugar St., 

Uniondale
10 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 - 

Children’s Sunday School.

MARKLE UNITED 
METHODIST

145 W. Morse St.
9 a.m. - Sunday Service. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

TOWER LIFE CENTER
11811 N. Wayne St., 

Zanesville
towerlifecenter.com

9:30 a.m. - TLC Groups. 
10:30 - Worship.

TURNPOINTE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

OF THE BRETHREN
500 W. Logan, Markle
turnpointechurch.com

9:30 a.m. - Fellowship. 10 
a.m. - Adult & Children’s 
Worship.

UNIONDALE UNITED 
METHODIST

5867 N. Main St.
www.uniondaleumc.com

9 a.m. - Worship.
 

UNIONTOWN 
CHURCH OF CHRIST
11419 N-200W, Ossian

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

VERA CRUZ FAMILY 
WORSHIP CENTER 

CCCU
2771 SE Mulberry St., 

Vera Cruz
9-10 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10-10:30 - Fellow-
ship. 10:30 - Worship.

WESTSIDE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

205 S. Adams St., 
Monroe

9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 
- Discipleship for adults & 
children.

ZANESVILLE 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH OF GOD
11984 N. Marzane Rd.

9 a.m. - Bible Class. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

ZANESVILLE UNITED 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST

3092 W. Broadway
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

Call to Worship
This page is dedicated to the building of a more spiritual and greater church-going people and is made possible 
by the Advertisers on this page who want as their return to see more people go to church.

 NATIONAL OIL
 Delivery to Home

 FARM • BUSINESS
 824-2220

 Thoma/Rich,
 Lemler

 Funeral Home
 WELLS COUNTY’S

 OLDEST CONTINUING BUSINESS
 308 West Washington St., Bluffton, IN

 260-824-3850
 www.thomarich.com

 troxel@troxelequipment.com • www.troxelequipment.com

 5068 E. - 100 N. 
 B LUFFTON

 (260)565-3659

 4777 W. 500 N. 
 HUNTINGTON
 (260)356-7958

 983 N. St. Rd. 13
 WABASH

 (260)563-1149

www.ttgequipment.com

 Thoma/Rich,
 Lemler

 Funeral Home
 WELLS COUNTY’S

 OLDEST CONTINUING BUSINESS
 308 West Washington St., Bluffton, IN

 260-824-3850
 www.thomarich.com

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922

3220 St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton • 824-3852

Douglas L. Cale & Mitchel P. Harnish
Owner Owner

 Dine In, Carry Out or We Will Deliver
 “For The Times You Don’t
 Want to Leave Home.”

 114 W. 
 Water

 824-4956

 HIDAY
 AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

 82 4-0900   General Motors

 82 4-1931  Chrysler

 (260)375-2135
 1-800-895-7035

 222 N. Wayne Street - Warren, IN
 Your Pharmacist, Terry Daniels P.D.

 Has Over 30 Years of Pharmaceutical Experience
 Mon.-Fri 9-5:30; Sat. 9-12 noon

More Than 
A Customer...

You’re Family

More Than 

Family Ford 
of Bluff ton

(260)824-1253
Supported Living • Waiver Services • Workshop

 1417 Baker Place, Bluffton, IN
 (260) 824-5940

 Dr. Pamela J. Johnson
 decaturdentalin.com

 Bluffton
 Dental
 Clinic

 NATIONAL OIL
 Delivery to Home

 FARM • BUSINESS
 824-2220

 127 Oak Forest Dr., Bluffton, IN  
824-1588

604 S. JEFFERSON, OSSIAN • 622-4115 

CHEVROLET

 Les Gerber 
 Insurance

 Perry Gerber
 1120 N. Main St., Bluffton

 260-824-1237

 AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS

 126 W. Townley
 Bluffton • 824-3330

 260-565-3131
 A Division of Craigville

 Telephone Company, Inc.

 643 N. Main St.
  Bluffton

  260-824-4460

 NAPA WELLS CO. 
 AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, 

 INC.

FRENCH FRY 
MEMORIES

Fellow columnist Mark 
Miller often uses 
his weekly words 
to lament — or cel-
ebrate … I’m not 
sure — his tendency 
to age each year, and 
certainly, at 72, Mark 
has secured the right 
to journey through 
the valley of the 
shadow of nostalgia 
— or curmudgeonli-
ness … again, I’m 
not sure.

I don’t know if I, at only 
42-years-old, dare join him 
on his journey, but I dared to 
indulge this week as I read a 
rough draft from a column 
at least a decade old:

(And if anyone doubts 
my qualifications to remi-
nisce, I should note that an 
18-year-old recently asked 
me a question that started 
with the phrase, “Back in 
your day …”)

“As we drag ourselves 
through the post-holiday 
blues of winter,” I wrote 
in that draft, “I propose 
another holiday to help us 
survive: National Steal Your 
Uncle’s French Fries Day. 
You can celebrate it any-
time you eat out with your 
6-year-old nephew.

“Nephews have the 
patience of a humming 
bird and the appetite of a 
killer whale, and while he 
waits for his cheeseburger, 
he’ll relentlessly maul your 
French fries like a piranha.

“Actually, I’m pretty sure 
that a piranha would show 
more restraint.

And unless you stop him 
(which will require duct 
tape or a sedative) or dis-
tract him (which will require 
something he can attack his 
sisters with), you will order 
your lunch again.”

Now a 19-year-old man, 
nephew Canyon presumably 
wouldn’t steal my fries any-
more, but in 2021, Canyon’s 
sister Timber gave birth to 
Brooks Michael McClain, 
and perhaps Canyon will 
one day celebrate National 
Steal Your Uncle’s French 
Fries Day with him.

And perhaps one day, 
Brooks will celebrate it with 
his own nephew (which will 
require siblings. Hint, hint, 
Timber).

The more things change, 
the cliché states.

But Moses states in 
Psalm 90:12, “So teach us 
to number our days, that 
we may gain a heart of wis-
dom.”

Like a field in the spring, 
each day promises poten-
tially precious memories 
that can blossom for years, 
but people will only har-
vest them if they turn their 
eyes away from this life’s 
cares and vanities — par-
ticularly its digital distrac-
tions — and purposely plant 
seeds through fellowship, 
forbearing, charity, laughter 
and tears (and regular meal 

times will help).
Moses also included 

a genealogy early in the 
Bible, perhaps to 
further remind read-
ers that they can use 
those numbered days 
and their anonymous 
moments to either 
bless or burden peo-
ple for generations 
to come.

Because of the 
faithful legacy of 
Adam’s son Seth, 
for instance, Noah 

walked in righteousness 
and found grace in the eyes 
of the Lord. Cain’s lineage, 
however, included Lamech, 
the world’s first record-
ed adulterer and second 
recorded murderer.

Perhaps Cain didn’t 
think his decisions would 
eventually create such a 
tidal wave of evil, but subtle 
compromises never adver-
tise their intentions when 
they tempt one generation; 
they instead assure people 
that a little complacency or 
a little sin will remain little, 
while convincing the next 
generation to compromise 
“just a little more …”

And eventually, the sin 
one compromises with 
today becomes the sin 
someone celebrates tomor-
row.

Fortunately, the righ-
teousness one pursues today 
becomes the righteousness 
someone consistently prac-
tices tomorrow.

“The Kingdom of Heav-
en is like a mustard seed, 
which a man took and 
sowed in his field, which 
indeed is the least of all the 
seeds, but when it is grown 
it is greater than the herbs 
and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and 
nest in its branches,” Jesus 
said in Matthew 13:31, 32.

One day King Jesus will 
return to reap the harvest 
of that righteousness, and 
those who stayed true to His 
Kingdom will enjoy an eter-
nity of moments to make 
new memories (though the 
Bible doesn’t say if restau-
rants on the new earth will 
serve French fries, but I 
digress …).

Until that day, though, 
the Apostle Paul tells Chris-
tians, “See then that you 
walk circumspectly, not as 
fools, but as wise, redeem-
ing the time, because the 
days are evil. Therefore do 
not be unwise, but under-
stand what the will of the 
Lord is.”

“Walk in wisdom toward 
those who are outside, 
redeeming the time,” Paul 
also told the Colossians.

And if Christians do, 
they too can leave a legacy 
of Timothys and Tituses, 
and they too can say, “I 
have fought the good fight, 
I have finished the race, I 
have kept the faith. Finally, 
there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness.”

baumofchet@gmail.com

by Chet 
Baumgartner

A Joyful Noise ...

TO REPORT CHURCH NEWS:
• E-mail to churchnews@news-banner.com
• Drop information at 125 N. Johnson St. in Bluffton
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SATURDAY, Mar. 4
Norwell at Peru sectional championship 

boys basketball, 7:30 p.m.
MONDAY, MARCH 6
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, MARCH 7
No events scheduled.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8

No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, MARCH 9
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, MARCH 10
No events scheduled.
SATURDAY, MARCH 11
TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Norwell at IPFW 

Bulldog Invite, 10 a.m.
MONDAY, MARCH 13

High School Calendar

By PATRICK 
DONNELLY 

Associated Press
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Mackenzie 

Holmes scored 27 points and Sara Scalia 
added 20 as second-ranked and top-seeded 

Indiana overcame a slow 
start to hold off Michigan 
State 94-85 in the quar-
terfinals of the Big Ten 
Tournament on Friday.

Chloe Moore-McNeil 
had 19 points and 11 
assists for the Hoosiers 
(27-2), while Yarden Gar-
zon added 12 points and 
five rebounds.

“Obviously we’re not 
proud of how we came 

out in that first half,” said Holmes, whose 
team missed seven of its first eight shots 
and trailed by as much as 12 points in the 
second quarter. “But the fact that we were 
able to kind of weather the storm a little bit 
and keep our foot on the pedal, keep chip-
ping away at the hole we dug ourselves, was 
really special.

“That’s not going to fly down the stretch 
here in this Big Ten Tournament. So we’ve 
got to learn from it, and we’ve got to be bet-
ter. But I think it’s a special thing that we 
were able to come back from something like 
that.”

Kamaria McDaniel pumped in a season-
high 32 points for ninth-seeded Michigan 
State (16-14). DeeDee Hagemann had 18 
points and four assists, while Moira Joiner 
added 16 points and nine boards.

“We were getting stops, and that was 
helping with momentum,” McDaniel said. 
“So when you’re playing good defense and 
your teammates are getting you the ball, I’m 
just able to kind of be myself and be that 
scorer that I’ve been.”

The Spartans handed Indiana one of its 
two losses this season, and early on they 
seemed poised to take down the Hoosiers 
again.

Michigan State hit four 3-pointers in the 
first quarter, including a pair by McDaniel, 
who scored 10 as the Spartans took a 24-14 
lead through the first 10 minutes.

Meanwhile, after Holmes converted a 
layup on their opening possession, the Hoo-
siers went more than seven minutes with-
out a field goal. They missed seven straight 
shots before a Scalia 3-pointer ended the 
drought.

“We did dig ourselves a little bit of a hole 
there, but I did anticipate us getting going,” 
Indiana coach Teri Moren said. “I didn’t 

think it would take till halftime or after half-
time.”

Trailing by six to start the third quarter, 
Indiana finally got its inside-outside game 
working. Garzon opened the half with a 
3-pointer, Holmes scored seven points in 
the paint, and Scalia hit a 3 to tie the game 
49-49.

Garzon then hit another 3-pointer with 
3:55 left in the third quarter to give the Hoo-
siers their first lead since the game’s open-
ing minute.

“This is a balanced team,” Moren said. 
“If (Holmes) is being doubled, which we 
anticipate she’s always going to be doubled, 
then other people have to step up. ... We’ve 

seen it through-
out the entire 
year, I think, 
with just dif-
ferent pieces 
stepping up and 
providing scor-
ing for us.”

M c D a n i e l 
wouldn’t let the 
game get away 
from the Spar-
tans, however. 
She quickly hit 

consecutive jumpers to restore the Michi-
gan State lead. McDaniel added three more 
points down the stretch as Indiana took a 
one-point edge into the fourth.

Sydney Parrish opened the final frame 
with two straight 3-pointers and the Hoo-
siers kept Michigan State at arm’s length the 
rest of the way. Moore-McNeil hit 9 of 10 
free throws over the final 45 seconds to seal 
it.

Top-seeded Indiana is coming off its 
first Big Ten regular season championship 
in 40 years and looking for its second con-
ference tournament title, having last won it 
in 2002.

The Spartans advanced to the quarterfi-
nals with a 67-64 victory over eighth-seeded 
Nebraska on Wednesday. Hagemann scored 
a team-high 18 in the win.

Now, they’re left hoping the NCAA 
Tournament selection committee looks past 
their record and considers how the Spartans 
fared in the rugged Big Ten when the tour-
nament field is decided.

“This team is so good. We’ve been very 
close against top tier teams, Indiana, Iowa in 
an overtime game, on and on I could go,” 
acting head coach Dean Lockwood said. 
“I just really believe this team is worthy 
and could make a good showing, but that’s 
going to be out of our hands.”

By JIMMY GOLEN 
AP Sports Writer

Robot umpires. A strike 
zone that looks more like a 
stop sign than a rectangle. 
Allowing the batter to take 
off for first base on any 
pitch, not just a dropped 
third strike.

With the new pitch clock 
speeding up the sport, base-
ball’s brain trust already is 
trying to figure out what 
might come next in its 
efforts to make games more 
exciting and keep them 
moving along.

And the people running the 
sport are using the same kind 
of number-crunching analyt-
ics that caused the problem to 
solve the problem.

“This is Phase One. 
There probably is more 
coming,” Major League 
Baseball executive vice 
president Morgan Sword 
said Friday at the MIT 
Sloan School Sports Analyt-
ics Conference. “But with 
every single one of these 
things, we’ve always tried 
to (ask): ‘Is this a reason-
able change that baseball 
fans are going to support, 

or are we veering toward 
something that’s not base-
ball any more?’

“It’s a very subjective 
skill,” Sword said. “There’s 
lots of things that would 
work that would just irritate 
people too much to make it 
worth it.”

The MIT conference 
began in 2007 as a small 
gathering of stat nerds who 
believed they had found 
a better way to measure 
everything from free agent 
signings to when to go for 
it on fourth down. It’s now 
a 2,200-person conclave that 
fills a downtown convention 
center with powerful people.

Over the years, some of 
the strategies the statisti-
cians came up with to help 
a team win also changed 
the nature of games. In bas-
ketball, that meant players 
attempting 3-pointers at 
unprecedented rate; in base-
ball, it led to a game that has 
gotten longer and more bor-
ing.

The average time of 
a nine-inning game has 
stretched from 2 hours, 30 
minutes in the mid-1950s 

to 2:46 in 1989 and 3:10 in 
2021.

Statistics pioneer Bill 
James said “it’s past time” 
for those running the nation-
al pastime to fight back. 
And he praised them for 
using the nerds’ own num-
bers to do it.

“In a sense, the game 
is a war between the front 
offices, who are trying to 
figure out a way to make the 
game slow and boring, and 
(league officials) who are 
trying to figure out a way to 
make it fast and exciting,” 
he said.

“We have some very 
intelligent adversaries in 
that war,” Sword replied.

Sword said the com-
missioner’s office worked 
backward from surveys that 
showed fans want more 
action and less time wait-
ing for events to happen. 
MLB tested dozens of pos-
sible solutions in the minor 
leagues during the past two 
years and some proved 
impractical.

“Many of them wound 
up on the cutting room 
floor,” he said.

Holmes scores 27 points 
as No. 2 Indiana women 
hold off Michigan St

‘Every number is good’: Analytics 
helping speed up baseball

Mackenzie 
Holmes

Cohen Bailey leads the fast break past Maconaquah’s Josiah Bell in the second quarter Friday 
night in Sectional 23 at Peru. (Photo by Glen Werling)

Knights advance to 
sectional title with 
victory over Braves

By RICK SPRUNGER
PERU — Maconaquah 

tried to run with Norwell 
Friday night in the Class 3A 
Peru sectional semi-finals.

That hasn’t worked for 
anyone else this year and 
didn’t work out so well for 
the Braves, either.

Norwell spotted the 
southern Miami County 
team a 34-33 halftime lead 
but then took control in the 
third quarter and kicked it 
into overdrive in the fourth 
on its way to an 80-60 blow-
out.

The Knights, now 22-3 
on the season, will face Peru 
(16-7) in the championship 
game Saturday night.

Peru won its way to the 
finals with a 55-47 upset 
win over Oak Hill (20-3) in 
the other semi-final.

With Norwell nursing a 
55-51 lead midway through 
the fourth quarter, Luke 
McBride got open under-
neath for a feed from Lley-
ton Bailey, then picked the 
pocket of Maconaquah’s 
Bauer Maple and rifled an 
upcourt pass to Cohen Bai-
ley for another layup and a 
59-51 lead.

Josiah Ball temporarily 
silenced the Norwell crowd 
with a couple of free throws.

But Cohen Bailey took 
the inbounds pass and drib-
bled his way coast to coast 
for a layup at the other end 
while being clobbered.

He converted the three-
point play to make it 62-53.

McBride rebounded a 
Ball miss at the other end, 
and Cohen Bailey got into 
the lane, drew his defender 
into the air, and dropped a 
sweet wraparound pass to 
a wide-open Ashton Feder-
spiel for another bunny.

All of that in a 90-second 
span.

Suddenly, it was 64-53, 
and Norwell was headed 
downhill as fast and smooth 
as an Alpine skier.

Maple canned two more 
free throws for Macon-
aquah, but Luke Graft took 
sharp passes from Lleyton 
Bailey for two more wide-
open layups and a 68-55 
score.

The rest of it was just a 
victory lap.

“That’s our game,” said 
Maconaquah coach John 
Burrus on his decision to get 
into a track meet with the 
Knights. “We weren’t afraid 
to run with them. And for 
the better part of three quar-
ters, we stayed right with 
them. But then we couldn’t 
score in the fourth quarter, 
and that makes a huge dif-
ference against a team like 
Norwell. When you’re scor-
ing, they have to take it out 
of the net instead of getting 
it into transition.”

Up until that sequence, 
however, the game was very 

much in play.
Norwell got off to yet 

another slow start, missed 
seven straight three-point-
ers in the first quarter, and 
trailed by seven points on 
three occasions and 18-13 
at the first break only after 
Jake Parker’s 10-footer from 
the left baseline popped off 
the rim and dropped straight 
through the net.

“They play a style that, 
unless you’ve played against 
it, it takes some time to 
adjust to it,” explained Nor-
well coach Mike McBride 
of his team’s chilly 5-for-
18 start from the field and 
uncharacteristic eight first-
half turnovers. “They made 
us rush our shots. But I’m 
a little concerned with our 
three-point shooting.”

Lleyton Bailey connected 
with McBride on an alley-
oop play, and the former 
finally got a three to stick to 
earn the Knights an 18-18 
tie at the start of the second 
quarter.

But that was Norwell’s 
only three of the first half, 
and the Knights went to 
the dressing room trailing, 
34-33.

Three-point shooting 
wasn’t a problem for Maple, 
however.

The Maconaquah sharp-
shooter, who averages 26 
points per game and fin-
ished with 29, had 19 by 
halftime, 12 of them on four 
three-pointers.

But Norwell had the 
answer for him in the sec-
ond half.

“We went to a box-and-
one defense,” explained the 
elder McBride on how he 
stuffed a cork in Macon-
aquah’s main offensive 
threat. “That bothered him 
a little, I think, and then we 
just wore him down. I think 
he was getting tired because 
his shots were coming up 
short.”

Burrus took umbrage 
with the suggestion that his 
sniper was off-target in the 
second half.

But the numbers are what 
they are.

And the numbers show 
that Maple was a mere 
1-for-8 from the arc in the 
second half, and the one he 
did hit didn’t come until his 
team was in a 70-56 hole.

“What about his free 
throws?” challenged the 
first-year Maconaquah men-
tor.

Seven-for-ten.
Solid, but not spectacu-

lar.
And each of them only 

counts for one.
“Well,” he conceded, 

“Norwell’s defense on him 
was leaving other guys 
open, and we just weren’t 
hitting shots that we usually 
hit.”

In fact, Maconaquah hit 

just two of 16 fourth-quar-
ter shots after hitting 17 of 
38 (.447) through the first 
three.

Norwell, on the other 
hand, was red-hot.

Counting a McBride 
drive through the lane to end 
the third quarter, the Knights 
hit on 11 of their last 14 
shots (.786) on their way to 
a 29-for-57 effort (.509) for 
the game.

Norwell came out of the 
third quarter gate on fire.

A McBride floater in the 
lane and back-to-back threes 
by Jake Parker and McBride 
put the Knights in front, 
41-34.

Maconaquah stead-
ied and responded with 
six straight points before 
a Lleyton Bailey drive 
through the lane kept Nor-
well on top, 43-40.

But  then  came a 
sequence that McBride (the 
coach) called “huge.”

Gavin Hoeppner nailed 
a three from the right wing, 
then stole the inbounds pass, 
went to the line, and hit 
both.

That made it 48-40 and 
had the Norwell crowd 
rockin’.

And while Maconaquah 
managed to knock it down 
to four, the Knights still had 
control before the game-
ending speedaway.

“Norwell is a really good 
team,” acknowledged Bur-
rus afterward. “They dodged 
a bullet Wednesday night, 
but tonight they found their 
legs again. They could go a 
long way.”

Cohen Bailey paced five 
players in double figures 
with 17 points and eight 
rebounds.

McBride added 13 
points, 10 rebounds, and six 
assists; Parker and Feder-
spiel contributed 12 points 
apiece; and Lleyton Bai-
ley had 10 points and nine 
assists.

sports@news-banner.com

NORWELL 80, 
MACONAQUAH 60

at Peru High School
MACONAQUAH (16-8). Bauer 

Maple 7-19 10-14 29, A.J. Kelly 5-10 
0-2 11, Josiah Ball 6-19 4-6 17, Ethan 
Zeiser 0-2 0-0 0, MJ Ellis 1-2 1-4 3, 
Trace Armstrong 0-0 0-0 0, Fuddy 
Kile 0-0 0-0 0, Oakley Reeser 0-1 0-0 
0, Braxton Birner 0-0 0-0 0, Jackson 
Collins 0-1 0-0 0, Kaden Miller 0-0 
0-0 0. TOTAL: 19-54 15-26 60.

NORWELL (22-3). Jake Parker 
4-7 3-4 12, Cohen Bailey 6-13 5-6 
17, Lleyton Bailey 4-6 0-1 10, Luke 
McBride 6-14 0-0 13, Brody Bolyn 
1-3 0-0 2, Ashton Federspiel 4-9 
4-4 12, Luke Graft 3-3 2-2 8, Gavin 
Hoeppner 1-2 2-2 5, Adam McBride 
0-0 0-0 0, Kaedyn Quintanilla 0-0 0-0 
0, Brady Smith 0-0 0-0 0, Owen Wal-
lis 0-0 1-2 1. TOTAL: 29-57 17-21 80.
Maconaquah 18  16  14  12 — 60
Norwell       13  19  19  28 — 80

Three-point shooting: Maconaquah 
7-25 (Maple 5-15, Kelly 1-3, Ball 1-5, 
Zeiser 0-1, Collins 0-1), Norwell 5-19 
(Parker 1-3, C. Bailey 0-3, L. Bailey 
2-4, L. McBride 1-5, Federspiel 0-2, 
Hoeppner 1-2). Rebounds: Macon-
aquah 29 (Ball 8), Norwell 43 (L. 
McBride 10, C. Bailey 8, Federspiel 
6). Turnovers: Maconaquah 9, Nor-
well 12. Personal fouls: Maconaquah 
17, Norwell 19. Fouled out: None. 
Technical fouls: None.
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Stock Market IndexeS

 35,492.22 28,660.94 Dow Jones Industrials 33,390.97 +574.05 +1.75 +.74 -.67
 16,728.57 11,946.21 Dow Jones Transportation 15,113.29 +484.28 +3.31 +12.85 -1.81
 1,077.08 823.64 Dow Jones Utilities 916.23 -12.21 -1.32 -5.29 -7.31
 17,034.91 13,278.56 NYSE Composite 15,721.06 +256.61 +1.66 +3.53 -2.53
 14,646.90 10,088.83 Nasdaq Composite 11,689.01 +294.06 +2.58 +11.68 -12.20
 4,637.30 3,491.58 S&P 500 4,045.64 +75.60 +1.90 +5.37 -6.54
 2,780.91 2,185.93 S&P MidCap 2,648.27 +47.59 +1.83 +8.97 +1.25
 46,793.61 34,917.15 Wilshire 5000 40,450.95 +760.21 +1.92 +6.24 -7.09
 2,138.45 1,641.47 Russell 2000 1,928.26 +37.78 +2.00 +9.48 -3.63
 16,360.71 11,517.23 Lipper Growth Index 13,224.97 +366.00 +2.85 +10.23 ...

           52-Week                                                                        Wk        Wk       YTD     12-mo
     High          Low      Name                                  Last          Chg     %Chg    %Chg    %Chg

the Week In revIeW

Mutual FundS

American Funds AmrcnBalA  m MA 90,963 29.33 -2.1 -5.7/B +6.1/B 5.75
American Funds CptlIncBldrA  m IH 60,573 64.18 -1.2 -2.3/B +4.6/B 5.75
American Funds EuroPacGrA  m FG 19,574 52.79 -1.9 -3.4/B +2.5/D 5.75
American Funds GrfAmrcA  m LG 101,668 54.55 -1.7 -9.9/B +8.3/D 5.75
American Funds IncAmrcA  m AL 75,264 22.89 -1.6 -3.0/A +6.0/B 5.75
American Funds InvCAmrcA  m LB 66,522 43.49 -1.1 -3.5/B +7.9/E 5.75
American Funds NwPrspctvA  m WG 49,818 51.29 -1.3 -6.1/B +8.4/B 5.75
American Funds WAMtInvsA  m LB 69,873 52.62 -1.5 -2.6/A +9.3/C 5.75
Davis NYVentureA  m LB 4,196 24.46 -3.0 -3.6/B +5.4/E 4.75
Dodge & Cox StkI LV 70,973 225.87 -2.2 -1.5/D +9.5/A NL
Fidelity 500IdxInsPrm LB 364,991 140.70 -2.0 -5.7/C +10.4/A NL
Fidelity Contrafund LG 85,075 12.84 -1.6 -10.4/B +8.8/C NL
Fidelity TtlMktIdxInsPrm LB 66,923 112.90 -2.0 -6.0/D +9.8/B NL
Fidelity USBdIdxInsPrm CI 58,041 10.17 -2.7 -9.5/B +0.5/C NL
Fidelity Advisor EquityGrowthA  m LG 1,416 13.59 -1.4 -8.4/B +12.4/A 5.75
Fidelity Advisor GrowthOppsA  m LG 2,671 98.74 -2.4 -16.2/E +14.4/A 5.75
George Putnam BalA  m MA 1,141 20.07 -2.0 -6.0/C +6.7/A 5.75
INVESCO MnStrA  m LB 7,491 46.13 -1.3 -7.9/E +8.8/D 5.50
PIMCO IncInstl MU 67,996 10.38 -2.2 -2.5/A +2.1/B NL
Putnam DiversIncA  m NT 615 5.57 -1.1 -3.3/C -0.4/E 4.00
Putnam SustLeadersA  m LG 4,512 93.02 -2.0 -7.2/A +10.7/B 5.75
Putnam TEIncA  m ML 572 7.56 -3.1 -7.0/B +1.1/C 4.00
Schwab SP500Idx LB 63,523 62.10 -4.6 -7.7 +10.0 NL
Thornburg IntermMnA  m MI 279 13.03 -1.6 -3.4/A +1.1/C 2.00
Thornburg LtdTrmUSGvtA  m GS 50 11.71 -1.7 -6.3/E -0.2/E 2.25
Vanguard 500IdxAdmrl LB 389,742 374.24 -2.0 -5.7/C +10.4/A NL
Vanguard InTrTEAdmrl MI 66,298 13.35 -2.3 -3.7/B +1.8/A NL
Vanguard PrmCpAdmrl LB 59,278 136.85 -3.6 -3.4/B +9.1/C NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2025Fd TG 75,189 17.31 -2.0 -6.7/B +4.4/B NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2030Fd TH 80,653 32.71 -2.1 -6.5/B +4.8/C NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2035Fd TI 79,867 20.26 -2.1 -6.1/C +5.3/D NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2040Fd TJ 69,412 35.74 -2.0 -5.8/C +5.8/C NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2045Fd TK 65,129 24.09 -2.0 -5.4/C +6.3/C NL
Vanguard TtBMIdxAdmrl CI 97,840 9.47 -2.7 -9.6/B +0.5/C NL
Vanguard TtInSIdxAdmrl FB 70,444 29.63 -1.7 -3.0/D +2.5/D NL
Vanguard TtInSIdxInv FB 171,764 17.71 -1.7 -3.1/D +2.4/D NL
Vanguard TtlSMIdxAdmrl LB 293,318 99.08 -2.1 -6.1/D +9.9/B NL
Vanguard WlngtnAdmrl MA 92,616 67.51 -2.1 -5.8/B +6.7/A NL

                                                      Total Assets                 Total Return/Rank         Pct
Name                                        Obj    ($Mlns)    NAV      4-wk     12-mo     5-year    Load

CA -Conservative Allocation, CI -Intermediate-Term Bond, FB -Foreign Large Blend, GS -Short Government, 
IB -World Bond, IH -World Allocation, LB -Large Blend, LG -Large Growth, LV -Large Value, MA -Moderate 
Allocation, MI -Muni National Intermediate, ML -Muni National Long, NT -Nontraditional Bond, WS -World 
Stock, Total Return: Chng in NAV with dividends reinvested. Rank: How fund performed vs. others with same 
objective: A is in top 20%, E in bottom 20%. Source: Morningstar. 

Weekly doW JoneS and S&P 500
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Close: 33,390.97

1-week change: 574.05 (1.7%)

Dow Jones industrials

Stock Footnotes: g = Dividends and earnings in Canadian dollars. h = Does not meet continued-
listing standards. lf = Late filing with SEC. n = New in past 52 weeks. pf = Preferred. rs = Stock 
has undergone a reverse stock split of at least 50 percent within the past year. rt = Right to buy 
security at a specified price. s = Stock has split by at least 20 percent within the last year. un = 
Units.  vj = In bankruptcy or receivership. wd = When distributed. wi = When issued.  wt = Warrants. 
Mutual Fund Footnotes: b = Fee covering market costs is paid from fund assets. d = Deferred 
sales charge, or redemption fee. f = front load (sales charges). m = Multiple fees are charged. NA 
= not available. p = previous day’s net asset value. s = fund split shares during the week. x  = fund 
paid a distribution during the week. Source: The Associated Press. Sales figures are unofficial.

StockS oF local IntereSt
                         Wk    Wk    YTD
Name           Div    Last       Chg %Chg %Chg

                         Wk    Wk    YTD
Name           Div    Last       Chg %Chg %Chg

AFLAC 1.68 68.44 -.13 -0.2 -4.9
AMC Ent ... 6.58 +.38 +6.1 +61.7
AT&T Inc 1.11 18.81 -.43 -2.2 +2.2
AMD 1.60 81.52 +3.43 +4.4 +25.9
Alphabt A s ... 93.65 +4.52 +5.1 +6.1
Amazon s ... 94.90 +1.40 +1.5 +13.0
Ambev .05 2.52 -.03 -1.2 -7.4
AEP 3.32 89.09 -1.34 -1.5 -6.2
Apple Inc s .92 151.03 +4.32 +2.9 +16.2
ApldMatl 1.04 118.96 +7.65 +6.9 +22.2
BP PLC 1.44 40.22 +.52 +1.3 +15.1
BkofAm .88 34.16 +.17 +0.5 +3.1
BedBath .68 1.49 -.04 -2.6 -40.6
BrMySq 2.16 69.30 -.88 -1.3 -3.7
CampSp 1.48 52.41 -.72 -1.4 -7.6
CardioDi ... 6.88 +5.77 +519.8 +549.1
Caterpillar 4.44 255.31 +19.14 +8.1 +6.6
Chevron 6.04 164.96 +2.55 +1.6 -8.1
Cisco 1.56 49.28 +.80 +1.7 +3.4
Citigroup 2.04 52.35 +2.17 +4.3 +15.7
CocaCola 1.84 59.44 -.40 -0.7 -6.6
ContxtLog ... .50 -.01 -1.2 +3.3
DxSOXBr rs ... 20.47 -1.96 -8.7 -48.2
DxSOXBl ... 15.68 +1.37 +9.6 +62.2
Disney ... 101.14 +.84 +0.8 +16.4
Eaton 2.92 177.55 +5.16 +3.0 +13.1
EliLilly 4.52 318.43 -3.21 -1.0 -13.0
ExelaTc rs ... .07 +.02 +40.8 -15.9
ExxonMbl 3.64 112.81 +2.06 +1.9 +2.3
FardyFuIn ... .57 +.01 +2.3 +96.6
FordM .60 13.08 +1.20 +10.1 +12.5
FrankElec .90 96.78 +1.59 +1.7 +21.4
FrptMcM .30 43.73 +3.84 +9.6 +15.1
GenElec .32 86.38 +2.83 +3.4 +32.7
HP Inc 1.05 28.61 -.61 -2.1 +6.5
HomeDp 8.36 298.45 +1.79 +0.6 -5.5
iShChinaLC .87 29.61 +1.70 +6.1 +4.6
iShEMkts .59 39.54 +1.24 +3.2 +4.3

iShiBxHYB 5.09 74.72 +.55 +0.7 +1.5
Intel .50 26.40 +1.26 +5.0 -.1
IBM 6.60 129.64 -.93 -0.7 -8.0
Inv QQQ 1.16 299.68 +7.83 +2.7 +12.5
ItauUnH ... 4.60 -.29 -5.9 -2.3
Kroger 1.04 45.98 +2.23 +5.1 +3.1
LincNat 1.80 31.41 -.45 -1.4 +2.2
Lowes 4.20 199.73 -1.81 -0.9 +.2
LuciraHlt ... .45 +.31 +222.9 +307.2
LumenTch 1.00 3.17 -.39 -11.0 -39.3
McDnlds 6.08 269.07 +6.91 +2.6 +2.1
Meta Plt ... 185.25 +14.86 +8.7 +53.9
Microsoft 2.72 255.29 +6.07 +2.4 +6.5
MullnAuto ... .22 -.01 -5.6 -23.4
NL Inds .28 7.37 +.28 +3.9 +8.2
NiSource 1.00 27.70 -.12 -0.4 +1.0
NorflkSo 5.40 228.39 +3.62 +1.6 -7.3
Nu Hldg ... 4.68 -.26 -5.3 +15.0
Nucor 2.04 178.37 +15.84 +9.7 +35.3
Nvidia .16 238.90 +6.04 +2.6 +63.5
ObsEva ... .23 +.15 +177.1 +58.6
Palantir ... 8.33 +.24 +3.0 +29.8
PepsiCo 4.60 173.15 -1.66 -0.9 -4.2
Petrobras 2.87 11.16 -.22 -1.9 +4.8
Pfizer 1.60 41.15 -.60 -1.4 -19.7
PrUltPQ ... 23.46 +1.69 +7.8 +35.6
PShtQQQ ... 36.73 -3.06 -7.7 -32.0
RiviaAu A ... 16.92 -.40 -2.3 -8.2
SpdrDJIA 3.98 334.21 +6.09 +1.9 +.9
S&P500ETF 4.13 404.19 +7.81 +2.0 +5.7
SPDR Fncl .46 35.99 +.33 +0.9 +5.2
StlDynam 1.70 136.06 +17.56 +14.8 +39.3
Tesla s ... 197.79 +.91 +0.5 +60.6
VerizonCm 2.61 38.26 -.48 -1.2 -2.9
WalMart 2.28 140.67 -1.80 -1.3 -.8
WalgBoots 1.92 36.09 +.29 +0.8 -3.4
WsteMInc 2.80 150.08 -1.23 -0.8 -4.3
WellsFargo 1.20 46.85 +.23 +0.5 +13.5

Money rateS

Prime Rate
Discount Rate
Federal Funds Rate
Treasuries
 3-month
 6-month
 5-year
 10-year
 30-year

 7.75 7.75
 5.25 5.25
 4.50-4.75 4.50-4.75

 4.88 4.88
 5.15 5.15
 4.32 4.17
 4.06 3.92
 4.01 3.93

                                     Last  Pvs Week
currencIeS

Australia 1.4770 1.4865
Britain 1.2045 1.1943
Canada 1.3591 1.3603
Euro .9404 .9443
Japan 135.85 136.76
Mexico 17.9703 18.1342
Switzerlnd .9362 .9420

                                   Last        Pvs Day

British pound expressed in U.S. dollars. All 
others show dollar in foreign currency. 

Name       Vol (00)     Last    Chg
FordM 3684717 13.08 +1.20
AMC Ent 3377684 6.58 +.38
LumenTch 2278264 3.17 -.39
ItauUnH 2118694 4.60 -.29
Petrobras 1819627 11.16 -.22
BkofAm 1817826 34.16 +.17
Palantir 1756648 8.33 +.24
Ambev 1556950 2.52 -.03
Nu Hldg 1517080 4.68 -.26
SwstnEngy 1498060 5.67 +.11

nySe actIveS ($1 or More)nySe GaInerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
Gaotu Tch 5.16 +1.87 +56.8
HeritageIns 3.64 +1.25 +52.3
HysterYale 47.76 +16.24 +51.5
DesktpM 2.25 +.76 +51.0
Nerdy A 3.49 +1.06 +43.6
RayAdvM 8.35 +1.94 +30.3
Univ Insur 19.37 +4.33 +28.8
Yext 8.74 +1.91 +28.0
Chicos 6.34 +1.35 +27.1
NGL EnPt 3.53 +.75 +27.0

nySe loSerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
SilvgteCap 5.77 -8.56 -59.7
Tegna 17.04 -4.80 -22.0
CorEn pfA 4.86 -.97 -16.6
CURO Gp 2.73 -.50 -15.5
EmergBio 11.66 -2.05 -15.0
LL Floor 4.50 -.76 -14.4
Box Inc 28.53 -4.71 -14.2
CazooGp rs 2.14 -.35 -14.1
MyersInd 21.25 -3.37 -13.7
FstHorizon 21.46 -3.39 -13.6

Stock exchanGe hIGhlIGhtS

Name       Vol (00)     Last    Chg
Tesla s 8003146 197.79 +.91
BedBath 2966130 1.49 -.04
Apple Inc s 2737052 151.03 +4.32
Amazon s 2546990 94.90 +1.40
AMD 2510344 81.52 +3.43
RiviaAu A 2330171 16.92 -.40
Intel 2275116 26.40 +1.26
Nvidia 2166927 238.90 +6.04
CardioDi 2003568 6.88 +5.77
Meta Plt 1606960 185.25 +14.86

naSdaq actIveS ($1 or More)naSdaq GaInerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
CardioDi 6.88 +5.77 +519.8
ReataPh 90.87 +46.36 +104.2
Genelux n 18.47 +7.61 +70.1
OncoSec rs 2.19 +.90 +68.8
Bioventus 2.23 +.76 +51.4
Seer A 5.45 +1.73 +46.5
Kala Ph rs 16.75 +5.25 +45.7
ReneoPh 4.20 +1.25 +42.4
OneSpan 18.79 +5.43 +40.6
GalectinTh 2.40 +.69 +40.4

naSdaq loSerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
ProDvrs rs 2.70 -4.24 -61.1
NatlVis 22.31 -16.17 -42.0
Veru Inc 2.42 -1.72 -41.5
ZimVie 6.22 -4.37 -41.3
Xometry A 18.40 -12.75 -40.9
VerdeCl A 8.99 -5.81 -39.3
CareDx h 8.97 -5.48 -37.9
OceanBio A 6.47 -3.52 -35.2
EtaoIntl n 2.26 -1.13 -33.3
IntuitMch A 16.28 -7.72 -32.2

3,400

3,600

3,800

4,000

4,200

S O N D J F

12.20

MON

-12.09

TUES

-18.76

WED

29.96

THUR

64.29

FRI
Close: 4,045.64

1-week change: 75.60 (1.9%)

S&P 500

BASKETBALL
High School

Friday Boys’ Scores
Sectional Semifinal
Class 4A
5. Carroll (Fort Wayne)
Ft. Wayne North 64, Ft. Wayne Snider 
57
Ft. Wayne Northrop 59, E. Noble 53
7. Kokomo
Kokomo 68, Lafayette Harrison 63, OT
Marion 89, McCutcheon 51
8. Carmel
Noblesville 47, Westfield 45
Zionsville 59, Fishers 53
9. Muncie Central
Mt. Vernon (Fortville) 58, Anderson 57
New Palestine 48, Pendleton Hts. 35
10. Warren Central
Indpls Attucks 51, Lawrence North 38
Indpls Cathedral 64, Warren Central 61
11. Perry Meridian
Indpls Ben Davis 76, Franklin Central 
46
Indpls Pike 66, Decatur Central 51
12. Plainfield
Brownsburg 62, Terre Haute North 41
Plainfield 78, Terre Haute South 59
13. Center Grove
Bloomington North 84, Martinsville 70
Center Grove 62, Bloomington South 39
14. Columbus North
Columbus North 60, Columbus East 
54, OT
Whiteland 47, Shelbyville 45
16. Evansville North
Evansville Reitz 49, Evansville Central 
47
Jasper 51, Evansville North 37
Class 3A
22. Frankfort
Rensselaer 47, Benton Central 44
Twin Lakes 45, Western 43
23. Peru
Norwell 80, Maconaquah 60
Peru 55, Oak Hill 47
24. New Castle
Delta 61, Hamilton Hts. 42
New Castle 54, Frankton 43
25. Danville
Danville 60, Lebanon 49
Tri-West 57, Crawfordsville 39
26. Northview
Indian Creek 60, Northview 43
S. Vermillion 61, Edgewood 53
28. Christel House Manual
Beech Grove 71, Speedway 50
Indpls Ritter 67, Indpls Washington 45
29. Greensburg
Batesville 53, Franklin Co. 26
Greensburg 54, Lawrenceburg 44
31. Washington
N. Daviess 55, Vincennes 41
Washington 55, Heritage Hills 48
32. Boonville
Evansville Mater Dei 57, Evansville 
Memorial 48
Gibson Southern 66, Boonville 55
Class 2A
37. S. Adams
Adams Central 65, Ft. Wayne Luers 44
Ft. Wayne Blackhawk 75, Manchester 
42
38. Delphi
Carroll (Flora) 64, Covington 38
Clinton Prairie 57, Delphi 40
39. Taylor
Taylor 45, Elwood 37
Tipton 73, Madison-Grant 56
40. Monroe Central
Muncie Burris 59, Wes-Del 34
Wapahani 49, Lapel 41
41. Shenandoah
Hagerstown 65, Knightstown 44
Northeastern 66, Union Co. 33
42. Eastern Hancock
Indpls Scecina 55, Eastern Hancock 40
Triton Central 78, Indpls Riverside 45
43. Cascade
Indpls Park Tudor 67, Covenant Chris-
tian 44
University 57, Cascade 32
44. Southmont
N. Putnam 65, Riverton Parke 53
Parke Heritage 65, S. Putnam 40
45. S. Ripley
Milan 48, Hauser 43
N. Decatur 44, S. Ripley 37
47. N. Knox
Linton 74, Mitchell 42
Vincennes (South Knox— 65, Eastern 
(Greene) 32
48. Tell City
Forest Park 74, Tell City 41
N. Posey 56, Perry Central 29
Class 1A
53. Southwood
Ft. Wayne Canterbury 47, Ft. Wayne 
Smith Academy 40
Southwood 69, Northfield 35
55. Tri-Central
Daleville 74, Tri-Central 70
Liberty Christian 67, Cowan 48
56. Tri
Blue River 82, Union (Modoc) 17
Seton Catholic 75, Cambridge City 66
57. White River Valley
Bloomfield 36, White River Valley 21
Bloomington Lighthouse 63, N. Central 
(Farmersburg) 62
58. Indiana Deaf
Bethesda Christian 53, Indiana Math 
and Science Academy 35
Traders Point Christian 53, Indpls Metro 
42
59. Indpls Lutheran
Greenwood Christian 75, Victory Col-
lege Prep 28
Indpls Lutheran 83, Providence Cristo 
Rey 44
60. Edinburgh
Jac-Cen-Del 44, Waldron 42
Oldenburg 52, S. Decatur 51
63. Loogootee
Loogootee 46, Barr-Reeve 28
Orleans 62, Springs Valley 33
64. Wood Memorial
Dubois 56, Ev. Day 46
Evansville Christian 52, Tecumseh 39

POSTPONEMENTS AND 
CANCELLATIONS

Bethany Christian vs. Elkhart Christian, 
ppd. to Mar 4th.
Borden vs. S. Central (Elizabeth), ppd. 
to Mar 4th.
Columbia City vs. Homestead, ppd. to 
Mar 4th.
Corydon vs. Salem, ppd. to Mar 4th.
Crown Point vs. Chesterton, ppd. to 
Mar 4th.
Culver vs. Oregon-Davis, ppd. to Mar 
4th.
Faith Christian vs. Rossville, ppd. to 
Mar 4th.
Fountain Central vs. N. Vermillion, ppd. 
to Mar 4th.
Frontier vs. Tri-County, ppd. to Mar 4th.
Ft. Wayne Dwenger vs. Heritage, ppd. 
to Mar 4th.
Ft. Wayne Wayne vs. Ft. Wayne South, 
ppd. to Mar 4th.
Gary 21st Century vs. Andrean, ppd. 
to Mar 4th.
Glenn vs. Bremen, ppd. to Mar 4th.
Hammond Central vs. Hammond Mor-
ton, ppd. to Mar 4th.
Hanover Central vs. Hammond Noll, 
ppd. to Mar 4th.
Henryville vs. Southwestern (Hanover), 
ppd. to Mar 4th.
Illiana Christian vs. Bowman Academy, 
ppd. to Mar 4th.
Indpls Brebeuf vs. Guerin Catholic, ppd. 
to Mar 4th.
Indpls Shortridge vs. Indpls Chatard, 
ppd. to Mar 4th.
Jennings Co. vs. Jeffersonville, ppd. 
to Mar 4th.
Knox vs. Culver, ppd. to Mar 4th.
Kouts vs. Hammond Science and Tech, 
ppd. to Mar 4th.
LaPorte vs. Michigan City, ppd. to Mar 
4th.
LaVille vs. S. Bend Career Academy, 
ppd. to Mar 4th.
Lake Station vs. River Forest, ppd. to 
Mar 4th.
Lakeland Christian vs. Lakewood Park, 
ppd. to Mar 4th.
Michigan City Marquette vs. Argos, ppd. 
to Mar 4th.
Mishawaka Marian vs. S. Bend Wash-
ington, ppd. to Mar 4th.
Mishawaka vs. S. Bend Riley, ppd. to 
Mar 4th.
Morgan Twp. vs. Covenant Christian 
(DeMotte), ppd. to Mar 4th.
Munster vs. Lake Central, ppd. to Mar 
4th.
N. Judson vs. S. Central (Union Mills), 
ppd. to Mar 4th.

New Albany vs. Seymour, ppd. to Mar 
4th.
New Washington vs. Trinity Lutheran, 
ppd. to Mar 4th.
NorthWood vs. Fairfield, ppd. to Mar 
4th.
Northridge vs. Concord, ppd. to Mar 
4th.
Penn vs. Goshen, ppd. to Mar 4th.
Prairie Hts. vs. Central Noble, ppd. to 
Mar 4th.
Providence vs. Brownstown, ppd. to 
Mar 4th.
Rising Sun vs. Crothersville, ppd. to 
Mar 4th.
Rochester vs. Cass, ppd. to Mar 4th.
Rock Creek Academy vs. Lanesville, 
ppd. to Mar 4th.
S. Bend St. Joseph’s vs. New Prairie, 
ppd. to Mar 4th.
Silver Creek vs. Scottsburg, ppd. to 
Mar 4th.
Valparaiso vs. Hobart, ppd. to Mar 4th.
W. Central vs. N. White, ppd. to Mar 4th.
W. Noble vs. Lakeland, ppd. to Mar 4th.
Westview vs. Eastside, ppd. to Mar 4th.
Winamac vs. Wabash, ppd. to Mar 4th.
Woodlan vs. Ft. Wayne Concordia, ppd. 
to Mar 4th.

National Basketball 
Association

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
 W L Pct GB
Boston 45 19 .703 —
Philadelphia 40 22 .645 4
New York 38 27 .585 7½
Brooklyn 35 28 .556 9½
Toronto 31 33 .484 14
Southeast Division
 W L Pct GB
Miami 33 31 .516 —
Atlanta 32 31 .508 ½
Washington 30 32 .484 2
Orlando 27 37 .422 6
Charlotte 20 45 .308 13½
Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Milwaukee 45 17 .726 —
Cleveland 39 26 .600 7½
Chicago 29 35 .453 17
Indiana 28 36 .438 18
Detroit 15 48 .238 30½
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division
 W L Pct GB
Memphis 38 23 .623 —
Dallas 33 31 .516 6½
New Orleans 31 32 .492 8
San Antonio 16 47 .254 23
Houston 13 49 .210 25½
Northwest Division
 W L Pct GB
Denver 44 19 .698 —
Minnesota 32 32 .500 12½
Utah 31 33 .484 13½
Oklahoma City 29 34 .460 15
Portland 29 34 .460 15
Pacific Division
 W L Pct GB
Sacramento 36 25 .590 —
Phoenix 35 29 .547 2½
Golden State 33 30 .524 4
L.A. Clippers 33 32 .508 5
L.A. Lakers 30 33 .476 7
Thursday’s Games
Washington 119, Toronto 108
Dallas 133, Philadelphia 126
San Antonio 110, Indiana 99
Golden State 115, L.A. Clippers 91
Friday’s Games
Orlando 117, Charlotte 106
Atlanta 129, Portland 111
Brooklyn 115, Boston 105
New York 122, Miami 120
Oklahoma City 130, Utah 103
Phoenix 125, Chicago 104
L.A. Clippers at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
Memphis at Denver, 10 p.m.
New Orleans at Golden State, 10 p.m.
Minnesota at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Toronto at Washington, 5 p.m.
Detroit at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Miami, 8 p.m.
Houston at San Antonio, 8 p.m.
Philadelphia at Milwaukee, 8:30 p.m.
Minnesota at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
Phoenix at Dallas, 1 p.m.
Golden State at L.A. Lakers, 3:30 p.m.
Indiana at Chicago, 3:30 p.m.
Charlotte at Brooklyn, 6 p.m.
Portland at Orlando, 6 p.m.
San Antonio at Houston, 7 p.m.
Utah at Oklahoma City, 7 p.m.
Milwaukee at Washington, 7:30 p.m.
New York at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
Memphis at L.A. Clippers, 10 p.m.
Monday’s Games
Boston at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Portland at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Atlanta at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Toronto at Denver, 9 p.m.
New Orleans at Sacramento, 10 p.m.

College
Men’s Scores Friday, Mar. 3
EAST
Buffalo 68, Miami (Ohio) 63
SOUTH
Campbell 81, Longwood 68
Chattanooga 92, VMI 72
Indiana St. 94, Belmont 91
Mercer 66, The Citadel 41
Monmouth (NJ) 100, Hampton 64
Radford 78, Winthrop 69
SC-Upstate 77, Gardner-Webb 76
Tulane 81, East Carolina 78
UNC-Asheville 75, Charleston South-

ern 66
MIDWEST
Ashland 76, Hillsdale 69
Bradley 72, N. Iowa 66
Drake 74, Murray St. 62
Emporia St. 79, Lincoln (Mo.) 70
Fort Hays St. 73, Rogers St. 56
Kent St. 89, Akron 84, OT
Malone 83, Walsh 67
McKendree 80, William Jewell 68
Missouri-St. Louis 92, Rockhurst 58
N. Illinois 85, E. Michigan 66
Ohio 92, Bowling Green 58
Saint Louis 65, Dayton 61
Toledo 87, Ball St. 81
W. Michigan 81, Cent. Michigan 65
SOUTHWEST
Sam Houston St. 72, Abilene Chris-

tian 54
Tarleton St. 2, New Mexico St. 0
FAR WEST
BYU 82, Portland 71
Grand Canyon 71, Utah Tech 61
North Dakota 83, Denver 68
Omaha 73, UMKC 61
S. Utah 81, Cal Baptist 71
Utah Valley St. 113, Stephen F. Aus-

tin 69

Women’s Scores Friday, Mar. 3
EAST
Maryland 73, Illinois 58
Princeton 71, Penn 52
Rhode Island 68, George Washing-

ton 56
Richmond 70, Fordham 65
Seton Hall 84, Xavier 58
UMass 63, George Mason 50
SOUTH
Chattanooga 69, ETSU 40
Duke 44, North Carolina 40
James Madison 62, Marshall 43
LSU 83, Georgia 66
Louisville 74, Wake Forest 48
Mississippi 77, Texas A&M 60
Notre Dame 66, NC State 60
Old Dominion 86, Troy 83
South Carolina 93, Arkansas 66
Southern Miss. 79, Arkansas St. 72
Tennessee 80, Kentucky 71
Virginia Tech 68, Miami 42
Wofford 68, UNC-Greensboro 63
MIDWEST
DePaul 67, Providence 54
Georgetown 53, Butler 46
Indiana 94, Michigan St. 85
Iowa 69, Purdue 58
Ohio St. 81, Michigan 79
Saint Louis 59, Saint Joseph’s 44
St. Thomas (MN) 61, W. Illinois 50
Tennessee Tech 66, E. Illinois 61
SOUTHWEST
Texas St. 56, Appalachian St. 47
UALR 49, SE Missouri 35
FAR WEST
BYU 74, Pepperdine 59
Hawaii 66, CS Northridge 58
Pacific 82, Saint Mary’s (Cal) 77

UCLA 69, Stanford 65
UMKC 66, Denver 65

HOCKEY
National Hockey 

League
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Boston 61 48 8 5 101 233 130
Toronto 62 38 16 8 84 211 164
Tampa Bay 61 37 19 5 79 217 185
Buffalo 60 31 25 4 66 224 215
Ottawa 61 31 26 4 66 194 191
Florida 63 30 27 6 66 215 216
Detroit 61 28 24 9 65 186 201
Montreal 61 26 31 4 56 168 218
Metropolitan Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Carolina 59 39 12 8 86 200 154
New Jersey 60 40 15 5 85 215 162
N.Y. Rangers 62 35 18 9 79 207 175
Pittsburgh 61 31 21 9 71 200 195
N.Y. Islanders 64 31 25 8 70 184 176
Washington 63 30 27 6 66 191 189
Philadelphia 62 23 28 11 57 163 205
Columbus 62 20 36 6 46 161 229
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Dallas 62 33 16 13 79 204 163
Minnesota 62 35 21 6 76 179 168
Colorado 59 34 20 5 73 190 164
Winnipeg 62 35 25 2 72 191 171
Nashville 59 30 23 6 66 172 175
St. Louis 61 27 29 5 59 189 223
Arizona 61 21 31 9 51 166 216
Chicago 61 21 35 5 47 152 222
Pacific Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 61 36 19 6 78 195 171
Los Angeles 63 35 20 8 78 214 213
Seattle 62 35 21 6 76 217 198
Edmonton 63 34 21 8 76 243 210
Calgary 62 27 22 13 67 197 194
Vancouver 61 24 32 5 53 206 245
San Jose 62 18 32 12 48 183 232
Anaheim 62 20 34 8 48 158 255
NOTE: Two points for a win, one 

point for overtime loss. Top three 
teams in each division and two wild 
cards per conference advance to 
playoffs.

Thursday’s Games
Nashville 2, Florida 1
Ottawa 5, N.Y. Rangers 3
Boston 7, Buffalo 1
Seattle 5, Detroit 4, OT
Pittsburgh 5, Tampa Bay 4, OT
Dallas 5, Chicago 2
Toronto 2, Calgary 1
Minnesota 2, Vancouver 1
St. Louis 6, San Jose 3
Los Angeles 3, Montreal 2
Friday’s Games
Seattle 4, Columbus 2
Edmonton 6, Winnipeg 3
Carolina at Arizona, 9:30 p.m.
Montreal at Anaheim, 10 p.m.
New Jersey at Vegas, 10 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Detroit at N.Y. Islanders, 12:30 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Buffalo, 12:30 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Boston, 1 p.m.
Colorado at Dallas, 3:30 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Florida, 6 p.m.
Washington at San Jose, 6 p.m.
Columbus at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Edmonton at Winnipeg, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Vancouver, 7 p.m.
Nashville at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at Calgary, 10 p.m.
St. Louis at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
Tampa Bay at Carolina, 3 p.m.
Detroit at Philadelphia, 6 p.m.
Montreal at Vegas, 6 p.m.
New Jersey at Arizona, 7 p.m.
Seattle at Colorado, 9 p.m.
Monday’s Games
Edmonton at Buffalo, 7:30 p.m.
San Jose at Winnipeg, 7:30 p.m.
Calgary at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Ottawa at Chicago, 9 p.m.
Nashville at Vancouver, 10:30 p.m.
Washington at Los Angeles, 10:30 

p.m.

BASEBALL
Spring Training

AMERICAN LEAGUE
 W L Pct.
Boston 5 0 1.000
Kansas City 7 1 .875
Los Angeles 4 2 .667
Houston 4 2 .667
Detroit 5 3 .625
New York 5 3 .625
Chicago 4 3 .571
Toronto 4 3 .571
Texas 5 4 .556
Cleveland 4 4 .500
Seattle 4 4 .500
Minnesota 3 4 .429
Baltimore 2 4 .333
Oakland 2 4 .333
Tampa Bay 2 4 .333
NATIONAL LEAGUE
 W L Pct.
St. Louis 4 2 .667
Los Angeles 3 2 .600
Philadelphia 4 3 .571
Chicago 4 4 .500
San Diego 4 4 .500
Washington 3 3 .500
Colorado 3 4 .429
Atlanta 2 3 .400
Cincinnati 2 3 .400
Milwaukee 3 5 .375
New York 3 5 .375
San Francisco 3 5 .375
Arizona 2 5 .286
Pittsburgh 1 4 .200
Miami 1 5 .167

Thursday’s Games
Boston 15, Philadelphia 3
Houston 6, St. Louis 0
Miami 5, Washington 5
Minnesota 4, Tampa Bay 2
N.Y. Yankees 9, Pittsburgh (ss) 1
Detroit 10, Baltimore 3
Pittsburgh (ss) 2, Toronto 2
Atlanta 6, N.Y. Mets 2
Kansas City 8, L.A. Angels 4
Arizona 5, L.A. Dodgers 5
Chicago Cubs 6, Oakland 1
Cleveland 4, San Francisco 3
Chicago White Sox 6, Colorado 4
Seattle 5, San Diego 4
Texas 7, Milwaukee 4
Friday’s Games
Houston 11, Atlanta 8
Boston 9, Minnesota 4
St. Louis 8, Miami 3
Detroit (ss) 6, Philadelphia 3
Toronto 7, Tampa Bay 6
Washington 11, N.Y. Mets 6
Chicago White Sox 6, Cincinnati 4
San Francisco (ss) 3, Colorado 2
Kansas City 6, Oakland 4
Cleveland 7, Milwaukee 4
Texas 11, San Francisco (ss) 7
L.A. Dodgers 2, L.A. Angels 2
Seattle 6, Arizona 3
Pittsburgh 1, Baltimore 1
Detroit (ss) 5, N.Y. Yankees 3
Chicago Cubs 4, San Diego 0
Saturday’s Games
Atlanta (ss) vs. Baltimore at Sara-

sota, Florida, 1:05 p.m.
Houston vs. Boston at Fort Myers, 

Florida, 1:05 p.m.
Minnesota vs. Atlanta (ss) at North 

Port, Florida, 1:05 p.m.
St. Louis vs. Washington at Palm 

Beach, Florida, 1:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay vs. N.Y. Yankees at 

Tampa, Florida, 1:05 p.m.
Pittsburgh vs. Philadelphia at Clear-

water, Florida, 1:05 p.m.
Toronto vs. Detroit at Lakeland, 

Florida, 1:05 p.m.
N.Y. Mets vs. Miami at Sarasota, 

Florida, 1:10 p.m.
L.A. Angels vs. Chicago Cubs at 

Mesa, Arizona, 3:05 p.m.
Arizona (ss) vs. San Francisco (ss) 

at Scottsdale, Arizona, 3:05 p.m.
Cleveland vs. Oakland (ss) at Mesa, 

Arizona, 3:05 p.m.
Kansas City (ss) vs. Cincinnati (ss) 

at Goodyear, Arizona, 3:05 p.m.
Texas vs. Chicago White Sox at 

Phoenix, Arizona, 3:05 p.m.
Colorado vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ari-

zona, 3:10 p.m.
San Diego vs. Arizona (ss) at Scott-

sdale, Arizona, 3:10 p.m.
San Francisco (ss) vs. Milwaukee at 

Phoenix, Arizona, 3:10 p.m.
Cincinnati (ss) vs. Oakland (ss) at 

Las Vegas, Nevada, 4:05 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers vs. Kansas City (ss) at 

Surprise, Arizona, 8:05 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
Baltimore vs. Tampa Bay at St. 

Petersburg, Florida, 1:05 p.m.
Detroit vs. Minnesota (ss) at Fort 

Myers, Florida, 1:05 p.m.
Miami vs. Boston at Fort Myers, 

Florida, 1:05 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees vs. Atlanta at North 

Port, Florida, 1:05 p.m.
N.Y. Mets vs. St. Louis at Sarasota, 

Florida, 1:05 p.m.
Washington vs. Houston at Palm 

Beach, Florida, 1:05 p.m.
Minnesota (ss) vs. Pittsburgh at 

Bradenton, Florida, 1:05 p.m.
Philadelphia vs. Toronto at Dunedin, 

Florida, 1:07 p.m.
L.A. Angels (ss) vs. Texas at Sur-

prise, Arizona, 3:05 p.m.
Arizona vs. Cleveland at Goodyear, 

Arizona, 3:05 p.m.
Chicago White Sox vs. L.A. Dodg-

ers at Phoenix, Arizona, 3:05 p.m.
Kansas City vs. San Francisco at 

Scottsdale, Arizona, 3:05 p.m.
Chicago Cubs vs. Colorado at 

Scottsdale, Arizona, 3:10 p.m.
Cincinnati (ss) vs. L.A. Angels (ss) 

at Tempe, Arizona, 3:10 p.m.
Seattle vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix, 

Arizona, 3:10 p.m.
Oakland (ss) vs. San Diego at Peo-

ria, Arizona, 3:10 p.m.
Cincinnati (ss) vs. Oakland (ss) at 

Las Vegas, Nevada, 4:05 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
Friday’s Transactions
BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League
MINNESOTA TWINS — Optioned 
RHP Jordan Balazovic to St. Paul (IL).
Minor League Baseball
Frontier League
GATEWAY GRIZZLIES — Signed 
RHP Sam Gardner to a contract 
extension.
TRI-CITY VALLEYCATS — Traded 
OD Denis Phipps to Charleston (Atlan-
tic League).
WASHINGTON WILD THINGS — 
Acquired RHP Angel Landazuri from 
Southern (Atlantic League).
BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
CLEVELAND CAVALIERS — Signed 
G Sam Merrill to a 10-day contract.
DETROIT PISTONS — Signed F 
Eugene Omoruyi to a 10-day contract.
WASHINGTON WIZARDS — Signed 
G Jamaree Bouyea to a 10-day con-
tract.
Women’s National Basketball Asso-
ciation
PHOENIX MERCURY — Named Tully 
Bevilaqua assistant coach.
FOOTBALL
National Football League
BUFFALO BILLS — Re-signed OL Ike 
Boeetger to a one-year contract.
WASHINGTON COMMANDERS — 
Signed WR Marcus Kemp.
HOCKEY
National Hockey League
ANAHEIM DUCKS — Acquired LW 
Brock McGinn and a 2023 third-round 
draft pick from Pittsburgh in exchange 
for D Dmitry Kulikov.
ARIZONA COYOTES — Recalled F 
Reece Vitelli from Tucson. Acquired 
F Brett Ritchie and D Connor Mackey 
from Calgary in exchange for F Nick 
Ritchie and D Troy Stecher.
BOSTON BRUINS — Returned C 
Jakub Lauko to Providence (AHL).
BUFFALO SABRES — Re-signed G 
Ike Boettger to a one-year contract.
CALGARY FLAMES — Returned RW 
Walker Duehr and LW Jakob Pelletier 
to Calgary (AHL).
CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS — 
Assigned RW David Gust and D Isaak 
Phillips to Rockford (AHL). Activated D 
Nikita Zaitsev from reserve. Recalled 
LW Anders Bjork from Chicago (AHL). 
Returned RW Joey Anderson to 
Rockford.
COLORADO AVALANCHE — 
Recalled G Keith Kinkaid from Colo-
rado (AHL).
COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — 
Loaned C Cole Sillinger to Cleveland 
(AHL).
DALLAS STARS — Returned C 
Fredrik Karlstrom, C Fredrick Olofs-
son, G Matthew Murray and G Adam 
Scheel to Texas (AHL). Reassigned 
G Adam Scheel to Idaho (ECHL) from 
Texas (AHL).
EDMONTON OILERS — Recalled D 
Philip Broberg and F Devin Shore to 
Bakersfield (AHL).
FLORIDA PANTHERS — Returned C 
Zac Dalpe and G Alex Lyon to Char-
lotte (AHL).
LOS ANGELES KINGS — Returned F 
Quinton Byfield and C Rasmus Kupari 
to Ontario (AHL).
MINNESOTA WILD — Acquired a 
2023 second-round draft pick and a 
2024 fifth-round draft pick from Buffalo 
in exchange for LW Jordan Greenway. 
Acquired C Oskar Sundqvist from 
Detroit in exchange for a 2023 fourth-
round draft pick. Acquired D John 
Klingberg from Anaheim in exchange 
for D Andrej Susty and the rights to F 
Nikita Nesterenko and a 2025 fourth-
round draft pick.
MONTREAL CANADIENS — Acquired 
C Frederic Allard and a 2024 fifth-
round draft pick from Los Angeles in 
exchange for C Nate Schnarr. Loaned 
D Frederic Allard to Laval (AHL).
NASHVILLE PREDATORS — 
Returned F Luke Evangelista, C Mark 
Jankowski, C Zach Sanford, RW 
Kiefer Sherwood, RW Phil Tomasino 
and LW John Leonard to Milwaukee 
(AHL). Signed D Dante Fabio and G 
Kevin Lankinen to one-year contracts. 
Acquired F Rasmus Asplund from Buf-
falo in exchange for a 2025 seventh-
round draft pick.
NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Acquired 
F Curtis Lazar from Vancouver in 
exchange from a fourth-round 2024 
draft pick. Loaned and recalled D 
Kevin Bahl and G Akira Schmid to 
Utica (AHL). Assigned F Graeme 
Clark to Utica.
PHILADELPHIA FLYERS — Activat-
ed C Tanner Laczynski from injured 
reserve. Acquired LW Brendan 
Lemieux and a 2024 fifth-round draft 
pick from Los Angeles in exchange 
for C Zack MacEwen.
PITTSBURGH PENGUINS — Reas-
signed LWs Drake Caggiula and 
Drew O’Connor to Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton on loan. Acquired D Tony 
Sund from San Jose n exchange for 
a conditional 2024 fifth-round draft 
pick and a 2023 seventh-round draft 
pick.
ST. LOUIS BLUES — Acquired 
LW Jakub Vrana from Detroit in 
exchange for C Dylan McLaughlin 
and a seventh-round 2025 draft pick.
TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Reas-
signed D Darren Raddysh to Syra-
cuse (AHL). Reassigned LW Jaydon 
Dureau from Orlando (ECHL) to 
Syracuse.
WASHINGTON CAPITALS — 
Recalled D Gabriel Carlsson and D 
Vincent Iorio from Hershey (AHL). 
Returned D Dylan McIlrath and C 
Aliaksei Protas to Hershey.
WINNIPEG JETS — Acquired LW 
Vladislav Namestnikov from San 
Jose in exchange for a 2025 fourth-
round draft pick.
ECHL
CINCINNATI CYCLONES — Signed 
F Adam Berg to a standard player 
contract.
IDAHO STEELHEADS — Acquired 
G Mario Vrab from the emergency 
backup goalie list (EBUG).
RAPID CITY RUSH — Loaned D 
Tyson Helgesen to Calgary (AHL). 
Signed D Alex Carlson to a standard 
player contract.
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Closer than ever but farther apart
Dear Annie: I came across your col-

umn while searching for tips on how to 
deal with my marital situation. I don’t 
know what else to do. My heart’s bro-
ken. I feel depressed, like my whole 
world has come crashing down on me. 
I have been with my husband for eight 
years and married for almost two years 
now. Things were overall great until we 
moved in together. I have tried every-
thing I can to make my marriage work, 
but I am drained of trying. 

He neglects me emotionally, always 
pushes me to the side like I don’t mat-
ter, picks playing video games over 
spending a little time with me, and gen-
erally disrespects me. I just don’t know 
what else to do. I have become lonely 
and depressed, and I feel like it is time 
for me to leave. Talking to him about 
how I feel angers him, and I feel like I 
have no one to turn to. 

Obviously, he’s not willing to put 
any work or effort into keeping me 
around. Do you have some advice? 
I feel like my only option is to leave 
and file for a divorce. I deserve better 
than this. I don’t want to spend the rest 
of my life crying and being depressed. 
Recently, I’ve also been hurting due to 
my sister’s drug addiction. I just have 
so much pain in my life, and I’ve lost 
myself in the process of helping every-
one else. — Bruised at Heart 

Dear Bruised: I can feel how 
exhausted, disappointed and lonely 
you’ve been, trying this hard to better 
your marriage by yourself. This surely 
isn’t the way you envisioned spending 
your “honeymoon” period. 

Before throwing in the towel, start 
by asking your husband to attend cou-
ples therapy with you. The first few 
years of marriage are a time of adjust-
ment and compromise; it’s also long 
been said that they are the most diffi-
cult. Ironically, sometimes moving in 
with a partner — getting physically 
closer together — can be what drives a 
wedge between you. It’s crucial to make 
romance and quality time together a 
priority, despite your constant physical 
proximity. Never stop dating. Your hus-
band doesn’t have to give up his video 
games and alone time ENTIRELY, but 

make it clear that 
his current behav-
ior will no longer 
fly. He must be 
willing to do bet-
ter and meet you 
halfway.

I’d also sug-
gest  checking 
out individual 
therapy focused 
entirely on you. 
Between your 
sister’s addiction 
and your marital 
hardships, you 
more than deserve 
to take time and find ways to lighten 
your own load. 

Dear Annie: I’m writing in response 
to “Lost My Daughter,” the mom 
who is uncomfortable with her defi-
ant daughter “Melanie”’s relationship 
with an ex-boyfriend’s mother. I once 
heard that the more you criticize, the 
more the other person will defend. Stop 
badmouthing the Jehovah mom and let 
her actions speak for themselves. Do 
your best to accept their relationship, 
no matter how hard that is. Melanie is 
an adult and has to decide for herself if 
this woman belongs in her life. Maybe 
without the incentive to defy you, she’ll 
realize that the relationship isn’t all it’s 
cracked up to be. — Been There and 
My Daughter Saw the Light 

Dear Been There: Sage advice, 
indeed, and I echo every word. We can 
only impact what’s in our control, and 
for “Lost My Daughter,” that entails 
her one-on-one relationship with “Mel-
anie.” I hope they both turn their focus 
to that, paving the way for a happier, 
healthier dynamic.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favorite 
columns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation — is 
available as a paperback and e-book. 
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your 
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS

Prayer drives people to God
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
Let's Take 
It Outside 

A Fishing 
Story 

Solomon's 
Porch 

Julie & 
Friends 

Parent 
Compass 

CURE America TCT Today Sue Thomas F.B.Eye Pacific Garden Mission Spiritual 
Authority 

BillyGr-
aham.TV 

Daily Faith With Philip 
Cameron 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
(4:00) Basketball 
Stanford at Oregon (N) 

WANE 15 
News (N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune 

Jeopardy! To Be Announced 48 Hours 48 Hours Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) IN 
Focus (N) 

(:05) Magnum P.I. "The 
Big Payback" 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Genes" 

Law & Order: SVU "Net 
Worth" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Know It All" 

Law & Order: SVU "The 
Newsroom" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Real Fake News" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Spellbound" 

Act Your 
Age (N) 

Act Your 
Age (N) 

Law & Order: SVU 
"American Dream" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
(3:30) NHL Hockey ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

NBA (L) (N) NBA Basketball Philadelphia 76ers at Milwaukee Bucks From 
Fiserv Forum in Milwaukee. (L) (N) 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Invest. (:05) 
Seinfeld 

(:35) Mod 
Fam 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
(2:30) PGA Tour Golf News (N) NBC News

(N) 
Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

The Wall "Brittany and 
CJ" 

Weakest Link Saturday Night Live News (N) Saturday Night Live "Travis Kelce; 
Kelsea Ballerini" (L) (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
Boundless Colorado: 
Vail Mountain Games 

Chicago Fire "Mon 
Amour" 

Chicago Fire
"Professional Courtesy" 

9-1-1 "Future Tense" The Rookie "Amber" <+ The Creation of the Humanoids (1962, Sci-
Fi) Frances McCann, Erica Elliott, Don Megowan. 

Kickin' It: With Byron 
Allen 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
Bloodline Detectives Bob's 

Burgers 
Bob's 
Burgers 

The Good Doctor
"Hubert" 

Masters of 
Illusion (N)

Masters of 
Illusion 

Animals 
(N) 

Funniest 
Animals 

The 
Liquidator 

< The Forger (2014, Drama) Christopher Plummer,
Tye Sheridan, John Travolta. 

To the 
Rescue (N) 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Aging Backwards 4 Masters The friendship between Emmy Award-winning 

television personality Dick Cavett & comic Groucho Marx.
Joe Bonamassa: Tales of Time Peter Frampton at Royal Albert 

Hall 
Austin City Limits
"Jackson Browne" 

NOVA "Dog Tales" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Woods-
mith Shop 

American 
Woodshop 

Weekend 
(N) 

Joy/Pain-
ting 

Woodsongs "Tony Rice 
Celebration" 

To Be Announced Rick Steves Art of 
Europe 

Roadtrip 
Nat 

Sound Tap
"Scabaret" 

Austin City Limits
"Jackson Browne" 

NOVA "Dog Tales" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
(4:30) MLS Soccer Portland Timbers at Los Angeles 
FC From Banc of California Stadium in Los Angeles. 

Hoops (L)
(N) 

College Basketball Connecticut at Villanova From 
Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia. (L) (N) 

Hoops (L)
(N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Special Forces: World's
Toughest Test 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
(4:00) < He's Not Worth 
Dying For Robin Givens. 

< Death Saved My Life (2021, Thriller) Chiké 
Okonkwo, La'Myia Good, Meagan Good. 

< Black Girl Missing (2023) Taylor Mosby, Linda 
Park, Garcelle Beauvais. (P) 

(:05) Girl Missing (N) (:05) < Black Girl Missing (2023) Taylor Mosby, 
Linda Park, Garcelle Beauvais. 

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:00) <++ Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom XFL Football Seattle Sea Dragons at Vegas Vipers (L) (N) <++ Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom (‘18, Adv) Chris Pratt.

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mom Mom Mom Mom Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(4:00) To Be Announced To Be Announced Programming to be announced. <+ The Waterboy (1998, Comedy) Kathy Bates,

Henry Winkler, Adam Sandler. 
<+++ The Wedding Singer (1998, Romance)
Drew Barrymore, Christine Taylor, Adam Sandler. 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

PARMT  30  241 241 
<+++ Ocean's Thirteen (2007) Brad Pitt, Matt Damon, George Clooney. <+++ Ocean's Eleven (2001) Matt Damon, Andy Garcia,

George Clooney. 
<+++ Ocean's Twelve (2004) Brad Pitt, Matt Damon, George 
Clooney. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
(4:00) Basketball Kansas 
at Texas (L) (N) 

GameDay 
(L) (N) 

College Basketball Duke at North Carolina From 
the Dean E. Smith Center in Chapel Hill, N.C. (L) (N)

UFC 285: Jones vs. Gane -- Prelims
(N) 

College Basketball Arizona at UCLA From Pauley 
Pavilion in Los Angeles. (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 (4:00) Basketball Basketball Oklahoma State at Texas Tech (L) (N) College Basketball College Basketball Basketball Basketball 

FSMW  33  418 671 
College Basketball Wake Forest at Syracuse From 
JMA Dome in Syracuse, N.Y. (L) (N) 

Inside the 
Associati 

Golf Life Athletes 
Unlimited 

NASCAR 2022 Las 
Vegas: Pennzoil 400 

The Card 
Life Indiana

Pregame
(L) (N) 

NHL Hockey St. Louis Blues at Los Angeles Kings From 
Crypto.com Arena in Los Angeles. (L) (N) 

USA  34 133 105 242 
(4:30) College Basketball VCU at 
George Washington (L) (N) 

Chicago P.D. "Anthem" Chicago P.D.
"Sisterhood" 

Chicago P.D. "Profiles" Chicago P.D. "Breaking 
Point" 

Chicago P.D. "Ghosts" Chicago P.D. "Payback" Chicago 
"Saved" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Dirty Jobs "Jellyballer; 
Epoxy Installer" 

Dirty Jobs Dirty Jobs "Caviar 
Harvester; Spice Maker" 

Dirty Jobs "Baghouse 
Cleaner; Biochar Maker" 

Dirty Jobs "Deer Urine 
Farmer; Necropsy" 

Dirty Jobs "Beaver 
Relocator; Slime Master"

Dirty Jobs "Manhole 
Rehab; Clock Caretaker" 

Dirty Jobs "Baghouse 
Cleaner; Biochar Maker" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 1000-Lb. Sisters 1000-Lb. Sisters Say Yes to the Dress Say Yes (N) 90 Day: Other 90 Day: Other 90 Day: Other Say Yes to the Dress 

HIST  38 77 120 269 
UnXplained "Secrets of 
the Immortals" 

UnXplained "Secrets of 
the Founding Fathers" 

UnXplained "Surviving 
the Impossible" 

The UnXplained
"Mysterious Structures" 

The UnXplained
"Mysteries of Mars" 

(:05) The UnXplained
"Uncanny Curses" 

(:05) The UnXplained (:05) The UnXplained 
"Mysterious Structures" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 <++ Jack Reacher (‘12, Action) Rosamund Pike, Robert Duvall, Tom Cruise. <++ The Accountant (‘16, Thril) Anna Kendrick, J.K. Simmons, Ben Affleck. (:05) WWE Rivals (:05) < The Accountant 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < The Wedding 
Veil Journey 

< Love, Romance & Chocolate (2019, Romance)
Will Kemp, Brittany Bristow, Lacey Chabert. 

< The Love Club: Nicole's Pen Pal (‘23, Rom)
Marcus Rosner, Lily Gao, Brittany Bristow. 

< Hearts of Winter (2020, Romance) Victor 
Webster, Lauren McNamara, Jill Wagner. 

Gold Girls Gold Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(:05) <+++ Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 (2017, Sci-Fi) Zoë Saldana,
Chris Pratt. 

(:05) <+++ Jurassic Park (1993, Adventure) Laura Dern, Jeff Goldblum, Sam 
Neill. 

<++ The Lost World: Jurassic Park (‘97, Adv) 
Julianne Moore, Pete Postlethwaite, Jeff Goldblum. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Movie <+++ Star Wars: Return of the Jedi (‘83, Sci-Fi) Mark Hamill. Burgers Burgers Burgers Burgers Burgers <++++ Star Wars: A New Hope Mark Hamill. 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(3:30) < 
Pitch Per... 

(:45) <++ Pitch Perfect 2 (2015) Rebel Wilson, Hailee Steinfeld,
Anna Kendrick. 

<+++ Bridesmaids (2011, Comedy) Maya Rudolph, Rose 
Byrne, Kristen Wiig. 

<++ The Intern (2015) Anne Hathaway, Rene Russo, Robert 
De Niro. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(:15) <+++ Star Trek Beyond (2016, Sci-Fi) Zachary Quinto, Karl Urban,
Chris Pine. 

<+ Rambo: Last Blood (2019, Action) Paz Vega,
Sergio Peris-Mencheta, Sylvester Stallone. (P) 

<+++ Under Siege (1992, Action) Tommy Lee Jones, Gary 
Busey, Steven Seagal. 

<++ Out 
for Justice 

COM  47  107 249 To Be Announced Programming to be announced. South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) NASCAR Xfinity Alsco Uniforms 300 From 
Las Vegas Motor Speedway in Las Vegas. (L) (N) 

College Basketball Teams TBA Men's college 
basketball action. (L) (N) 

College Basketball Teams TBA Men's college 
basketball action. (L) (N) 

College Basketball Arizona State at USC From 
Galen Center in Los Angeles. (L) (N) 

WGN  53   307 Blue Bloods Blue Bloods NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime 
WE  57  128 260 NCIS NCIS "Defiance" NCIS "Kill Screen" NCIS "One Last Score" NCIS NCIS "Tell-All" NCIS "Two-Faced" NCIS "Dead Reflection" 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 (4:00) < Harry Potter & the Deathly Hallows: ... <+++ Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 2 Daniel Radcliffe. <+++ Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1 Daniel Radcliffe. 
NICK  68  170 299 (4:30) <+++ Sing (2016, Animated) (P) Kids' Choice (L) (N) Big Nate Kids' Choice Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Big City (:35) <+++ Ralph Breaks the Internet (‘18, Ani) Chibiverse Movie Marvel's Big City Hamster & Chibiverse "Chibi Villains Unite" Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(4:30) <++ Night at the Museum (2006, Children)
Carla Gugino, Dick Van Dyke, Ben Stiller. 

(:05) <+ Grown Ups 2 (2013, Comedy) Kevin 
James, Chris Rock, Adam Sandler. 

(:15) <+ 10 Things I Hate About You (‘99, Com)
Julia Stiles, Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Heath Ledger. 

(:20) <+++ Drumline (2002) Zoë Saldana,
Orlando Jones, Nick Cannon. 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:45) The 
Last of Us 

(:45) <+++ Long Shot (2019, Romance) Charlize Theron, June 
Diane Raphael, Seth Rogen. 

To Be Announced (:45) The Last of Us (:45) <++ Office Space (‘99, Com)
Jennifer Aniston, Ron Livingston. 

(:15) <++ Horrible 
Bosses 2 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:20) <++ Draft Day 
(‘14, Dra) Kevin Costner. 

(:10) <+++ The Omen (1976, Horror) Lee Remick,
David Warner, Gregory Peck. 

<++ Lakeview Terrace (‘08, Thril) 
Patrick Wilson, Samuel L. Jackson. (P) 

(:50) <++ Dolores Claiborne (1995) Jennifer Jason Leigh, Judy 
Parfitt, Kathy Bates. 

(:05) <++ Non-Stop 
(‘14, Act) Liam Neeson. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(3:30) < The 
Twilight ... 

<+++ Marcel the Shell With 
Shoes On (‘21, Com) 

< Mona Lisa and the Blood Moon (2021, 
Thriller) Jeon Jong-seo, Ed Skrein, Kate Hudson. 

Boxing Brandon Figueroa vs. Mark Magsayo Figueroa (23-1-1, 18 KOs) battles Magsayo 
(24-1, 16 KOs) for the interim WBC 126-lb title. (L) (N) 

Your 
Honor 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:05) < Confessions of 
a Dangerous Mind (P) 

<++ The Limey (1999) Peter Fonda,
Lesley Ann Warren, Terence Stamp. 

< Crawlspace (‘22, Thril) Bradley 
Stryker, Henry Thomas. 

<+++ Crawl (‘19, Hor) Barry 
Pepper, Kaya Scodelario. 

<++ The Amityville Horror (‘05, 
Hor) Melissa George, Ryan Reynolds. 

<+++ Crawl (‘19, Hor) 
Kaya Scodelario. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q: Is prayer a neces-
sary part of living the 
Christian life, or some-
thing that certain people 
are gifted in doing? – P.L.

A: True prayer is a way 
of life and strengthens 
us in our daily walk with 
Jesus Christ. We should 
make prayer a habit, not 
a ritual. Prayer builds 
our relationship with the 
Lord. We should never 
be too busy to pray, just 
as we should never be too 
busy to spend time with 
those we love.

Habits  can often 
become rituals that make 
no impact, but prayer is 

a vital link in having 
strength and endur-
ance. The old saying, 
“A family that prays 
together, stays togeth-
er,” carries a lot of 

weight.
Prayer drives people to 

God — and God is ready 
to listen and answer. 
What a privilege that so 
many miss out on! Prayer 
unifies and energizes 
the believer. It can be a 
reminder that we do not 
have to go out into the 
world without the power 
of God going with us. 
Only by direct contact 
with God through prayer 
can we hope to have the 
serenity and security that 
will enable us to be a wit-
ness for Him in a dark 
and confused world.

The practice of prayer 

also equips family mem-
bers to pray effectively 
amid the pressures of 
jobs, school, and commu-
nity relations. The home 
is the best place to learn 
spiritual lessons such as 
these. And prayer is the 
best way to prepare for 
whatever is in store for us 
in the critical and testing 
times of life. When dif-
ficulties come, we don’t 
have to be dependent on 
the circumstances around 
us, but on the hidden 
resource within us — and 
that is God Himself.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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NOTICE

VEHICLES
Auto/Trucks

1994 CHEVROLET SUBUR-

BAN, 2500, 184,000 miles,
white/blue, 4x2, 6.5 turbo
diesel, new paint, loaded,
Reese hitch, trailer brakes,
original, 260-450-2432.

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

LENGERICH MEATS IS look-
ing for a motivated and reliable
individual with great attention
to detail to join our team. The
position is for general labor
starting at $15.00/hr. Send
your resume to
Lengerich@frontier.com or
stop in and fill out an applica-
tion.

CDL CLASS A DRIVER Look-
ing for more than a steering
wheel holder. I need a profes-
sional. You would interact with
our customers east of the
Rockies. We make milk runs
out and back. You won't be
dropping off a load and head-
ing to another state to pick up
something else. It's out and
back. If you like driving, but not
the typical trucking company
nonsense, this is for you! RE-
BA Transport is the private
fleet for Smith Brothers of
Berne. Home weekends and
possibly during the week. In-
surance is based on a manu-
facturing model and better
than the typical trucking com-
pany. Stop pay/ overnight pay/
Hotel plan/ yearly performance
bonus up to $2K/ paid vaca-
tion/ etc... Call 260.589.2131
for more info!!
May train the correct individu-
al.

THE NEWS-BANNER IS look-
ing for a part-time accounts re-
ceivable/payable position to fill
an immediate opening. Excel,
Quickbooks experience pre-
ferred. Send resume to Doug
Brown, dougb@news-banner.
com or PO Box 436, Bluffton,
IN 46714.

BECOME A PUBLISHED Au-
thor. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors Since 1920 
Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your 
Free Author`s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/hoosier (I)
DISH NETWORK. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-551-9764 (I)
FREE HIGH SPEED internet 
for those that qualify. Govern-
ment program for recipients of 
select programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 
15 GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE with 
one-time $20 copay. Free ship-
ping & handling. Call Maxsip 
Telecom today! 1-866-981-
3302 (I)

Lottery Numbers

Public Notices

Friday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 3-15-25-29-31
Cash4Life — 25-38-57-59-60, Cash Ball: 2
Quick Draw Midday — 9-14-16-17-23-26-28-29-32-3 

-35-36-39-44-47-65-72-75-79-80, BE: 33
Daily Three-Midday — 8-0-4, SB: 2
Daily Three-Evening — 3-5-4, SB: 4
Daily Four-Midday — 2-2-4-3, SB: 2
Daily Four-Evening — 4-8-9-0, SB: 4
Quick Draw Evening — 05-06-09-12-19-21-23-24-26-

30-33-39-48-55-56-59-62-64-65-68, BE: 21
Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): $12 

million
MEGA MILLIONS

08-25-36-39-67, Mega Ball:11, Megaplier: X4
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): $161 million
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Fantastic Freebies!
Twelve bags, Easter grass plus 
55 plastic Easter eggs, all $10, 
260-589-3786.
Nine flashlights, 6 volt, all $5, 
260-589-3786.
Positiv Rodney Jones skate-
board, digital series 8.0, $25, 
273-3950.
Arnold Palmer, cart, golf bag, 
15-way divider, $25, 273-3950.

Union Township, Wells County, Indiana
Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2022

Local  Local Fund      Beg Cash          End Cash
Fund  Name       & Inv Bal          Receipts     Disbursements         & Inv Bal
Number       Jan. 1, 2022    Dec. 31, 2022
Governmental Activities
01 Rainy Day      $6,223.19                   $0.00                  $0.00        $6,223.19
06  Levy Excess         $185.00                $0.00                  $0.00           $185.00
1  Cumulative Fire    $26,712.45       $14,368.18                  $0.00      $41,080.63
101  Township    $44,206.44       $25,854.89         $19,761.75      $50,299.58
2  Fire Fighting    $37,362.64       $21,096.75         $41,586.54      $16,872.85
205  Fire Equipment Debt Fund         $4,848.54       $27,649.70         $27,560.46        $4,937.78
5  Township Assistance    $32,839.46         $3,504.52           $3,067.22      $33,276.76
 Total All Funds  $152,377.72       $92,474.04         $91,975.97    $152,875.79

CERTIFICATION
State of Indiana
SS:
Wells County
I, Brian D. Imel, Trustee of UNION TOWNSHIP, Wells County, Indiana, do solemnly affirm under the penalty 

of perjury that the preceding report contains the information required by Indiana code 36-6-4-13, and is, true and 
correct; that the amounts with which I am charged in this report are all of the amounts received by me; and that 
the various items of expenditures credited have been fully paid in the amounts stated; that such payments were 
made without express or implied agreement that any portion thereof shall be retained by or repaid to me or to 
any other person. A complete abstract that contains the statements required under Indiana Code 36-6-4-13(a)
(5) and (a)(6) is available for inspection in the county auditor’s office.

I further affirm that a complete and detailed annual report, together with all accompanying vouchers showing 
the names of persons having been paid money by the township, have been filed as required by law in the office 
of the County Auditor, and that copies of such annual report are in custody of the Township Board and the State 
Board of Accounts. Said report is subject to inspection by any taxpayer of the township.

Brian D. Imel
UNION TOWNSHIP Trustee
Telephone: 260-273-1834
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, the Chairman of the Township Board of UNION TOWN-

SHIP at its annual meeting, this 28th day of February, 2023.
John M. Walmsley
Union Township Board Chairman
This report was received, accepted, and approved by the Township Board at its annual meeting, this 28th 

day of February, 2023.
Union Township Board:
John M. Walmsley
Robert L. Caley
Kedric L. Bailey

nb 3/4
hspaxlp

BIDDING ENDS MARCH 
5 - (Online Only Auction) – 
Richard Martarano, seller. 
2008 Gulf Stream SuperNova 
6400 RV, 2019 Ford diesel 
F-250SD Lariat Black Widow 
Edition, 1994 John Deere 750 
diesel compact tractor, 3-PT 
equipment, Artic Cat 500 ATV, 
“Harley Davidson” tool chest, 
name brand power & hand 
tools, riding lawn mowers, 
electric go kart, new heavy 
duty pool pumps and supplies. 
Pat Carter, sale manager, The 
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006.
LOTS CLOSING MARCH 9 
STARTING AT 10 AM EDT 
- Allen Acres Inc., Kandy 
Villanueva.  Tractor, har-
vest equipment, planting 
equipment, tillage, applica-
tion equipment, farm support 
items. Inspection: March 8, 
noon-4 P.M., 2413 E. Shafer 
Road Warren, IN. From War-
ren, travel north on St. Rd. 5 to 
CR 900S (Salmonie School), 
turn right (east) go 2 miles to 
CR 300E, turn right (south) go 
.3 miles to Shafer road, turn 
right (west) go .6 miles to farm 
on left. Merit Auctions, 833-
273-9300, www.meritauctions.
com.
MARCH 10 - 8 a.m. EST - 
Secured creditors & various 
consignors, owners. 815 
Adams Street, Decatur. Live & 
online truck & equipment auc-
tion! Over 500+ lots! Off lease 
day cabs and sleepers, trail-
ers, variety of trucks, group of 
3/4 ton & 1 ton pickup & util-
ity trucks, SUV’s, motorcycles, 
directional bore machines, 
forklifts, skid steers, shop & 

construction equipment, 75+ 
skid steer attachments, 40’ 
container loads of brand new 
items, more! Preview March 
9, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Krueckeberg 
Auction & Realty LLC, kjauc-
tion.com, 260-724-7402.
MARCH 11 - 10:30 a.m. - 
Robert Clifton, owner. 2092 
E 500 S, Bluffton. From inter-
section of SR 1 & SR 116 on 
south side of Bluffton, travel 
3½ miles south on SR 1 to CR 
500 S, then west approx. 1½ 
miles. Online bidding avail-
able. Tractors, combine, corn 
head, grain platform, grain 
cart, semi, hopper bottom trail-
er, seed tender truck, pickup. 
Inspection March 10, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Auction managers: Arden 
Schrader, 260-229-2442, Al 
Pfister, 260-760-8922, Schrad-
er Real Estate and Auction 
Company, Inc., SchraderAuc-
tion.com, 800-451-2709.
MARCH 13 - 6 p.m. ET - Elo-
ise A. Hamrick Trust, farm. 
Adams County 4-H Park, din-
ing hall, 160 W. Washington 
Street, Monroe. Property loca-
tion: 6 miles east of Monroe, 
IN, Adams County, Blue Creek 
Township. 78+/- total acres, 
productive farmland, 62.2+/- 
tillable acres, 15+/- woods, 
0.8+/- non-tillable acres. Soil 
types: Blount silt loam, Pewa-
mo silty clay, Morley silty clay 
loam. WAPI: 145.5 corn bu., 
44 soybeans bu. Rick John-
loz: 260-827-8181, Halderman 
Real Estate & Farm Manage-
ment, 800-424-2324, halder-
man.com.
MARCH 16 - 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
ET - online Only - Spaulding 
Farms LLC, farm. Property 

location: 3508 E 500 N, Mont-
pelier, IN. 23.57+/- total acres, 
22+/- tillable, 1.57+/- other, 
Blackford Co., Harrison Twp. 
Soil types: Blount-Glynwood, 
Pewamo silty clay. WAPI: 
141.3 corn bu., 43.5 soybeans 
bu. Contact us today! Scott 
Shrader, 765-348-6538, Rick 
Johnloz, 260-827-8181. Hal-
derman Real Estate & Farm 
Management, 800-424-2324, 
halderman.com.

STATE OF INDIANA )
) SS:

COUNTY OF WELLS )
 IN THE WELLS
 CIRCUIT COURT
 CAUSE NUMBER:

90C01-2302-JC-000004
IN THE MATTER OF:
ALA - DOB 5/8/2013
A CHILD ALLEGED TO BE A
CHILD IN NEED OF SERVICES
AND
AND
ANY UNKNOWN 
ALLEGED FATHERS

 SUMMONS FOR
 SERVICE BY 
 PUBLICATION & 
 NOTICE OF CHILD IN 
 NEED OF SERVICES
 HEARING

TO: Any Unknown Alleged Father
 Whereabouts unknown

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
to Any Unknown Alleged Fathers, 
whose whereabouts are unknown, 
that the Indiana Department of 
Child Services has filed its Veri-
fied Petition Alleging the child to 
be in Need of Services, in accor-
dance with I.C. 31-34-9-3, and that 
an adjudication hearing has been 
scheduled with the Court.

YOU ARE HEREBY COM-
MANDED to appear before the 
Judge of the Wells Circuit Court, 
102 Market Street, Bluffton, IN 
46714 - 260-824-6485 for a(n) Fact 
Finding/Disposition on 4/27/2023 
at 3:00 PM.

At said hearing, the Court will 
consider the Petition and evidence 
thereon and will render its decision 
as to whether the above named 
minor child is child in need of ser-
vices and shall enter adjudication 
accordingly. Your failure to appear 
after lawful notice will be deemed 
as your default and waiver to be 
present at said hearing.

UPON ENTRY OF SAID 
ADJUDICATION, A DISPOSI-
TIONAL HEARING will be held in 
which the Court will consider (1) 
Alternatives for the care, treatment, 
or rehabilitation for the child; (2) 
The necessity, nature, and extent 
of your participation in the program 
of care, treatment, or rehabilitation 
for the child; and (3) Your finan-
cial responsibility for any services 
provided for the parent, guardian 
or custodian of the child including 
child support.

YOU MUST RESPOND by 
appearing in person or by an attor-
ney within thirty (30) days after the 
last publication of this notice, and 
in the event you fail to do so, an 
adjudication on said petition, judg-
ment by default may be entered 
against you, or the court may pro-
ceed in your absence, without fur-
ther notice.

Beth Davis
 Clerk

Holly N Daniels, 31840-49
Attorney, Indiana Department of 
Child Services
c/o Wells Co DCS
221 W Market St
Bluffton, IN 46714
Office: 260-824-3530

nb 3/4, 3/11, 3/18
hspaxlp

            Public Sale
         Calendar

Found
FOUND AT STATE Road 1
and 350 S, HP72-DCXL high
voltage, DC Hi-Pot meter,
Pruse. Call 260-437-1530 to
identify.

HELOISE HINT: Feel the need 
to improve your driving skills? 
Check in your community to 
find defensive driving pro-
grams or state-certified driv-
ing programs. Also, contact 
the National Safety Council for 
more information. Email HE-
LOISE@Heloise.com.

INDIANA AUTO AUCTION,

INC. Huge Repo Sale March
9, 2023. Over 100 repos-
sessed units for sale. Cash on-
ly. $500 deposit per person
required. Register 8 am-9:30
am. No public entry after 9:30
am. All vehicles sold AS IS!
4425 W. Washington Center
Road, Fort Wayne. (A)

Help Wanted
ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-
APY USERS! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. 
FREE information kit. Call 855-
965-4916 (I)
HIGH-SPEED INTERNET. WE 
instantly compare speed, pric-
ing, availability to find the best 
service for your needs. Starting 
at $39.99/month! Quickly com-
pare offers from top providers. 
Call 1-844-961-0666 (I)
SERIOUSLY INJURED IN an 
AUTO ACCIDENT? Let us fight 
for you! Our network has recov-
ered millions for clients! Call 
today for a FREE consultation! 
844-517-6414 (I)
SWITCH AND SAVE up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and no 
hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer 
service. Limited time offer - get 
$50 off on any new account. 
Use code GIFT50. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-572-5165 
(I)
NEVER PAY FOR Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Complete 
Care Home Warranty COVERS 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2 FREE 
Months! 1-855-408-3894 (I)

Help Wanted

REAL ESTATE
Home For Sale

102 CHURCH ST., Ossian,
spacious home w/much poten-
tial. 4 BR, 2 bath, additional 1
bedroom apartment upstairs,
$98,000. Call 260-760-1705.

BLUFFTON POLICE DE-

PARTMENT Now Hiring! The
Bluffton Police Department is
accepting applications for the
position of police officer. Appli-
cant must be 21 years of age
by close of application date,
but less than 40; have a high
school diploma; two-year col-
lege degree or equivalent (60
hours), or three years of work
experience in police related
field or an ILEA Basic gradu-
ate or equivalent. Must provide
college transcripts. Applicant
must possess and maintain a
valid Indiana driver's license
and responsible work experi-
ence. Applicant must pass a
background investigation, writ-
ten test, physical agility test,
oral interview, voice stress ex-
amination, required statewide
baseline physical and psycho-
logical examination and drug
test. Applications may be
picked up at the Clerk-Trea-
surer's Office, 128 E Market
St, Bluffton, IN, between the
hours of 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday or online at
blufftonindiana.net. If you have
questions about the applica-
tion process, you may call the
Bluffton Police Department at
260-824-3320, Kyle Randall,
Chief of Police. Last day to ac-
cept applications will be March
31, 2023

AMERICA'S BEST VALUE

Inn & Suites, 100 Charles
Deam Court, Bluffton, has an
immediate opening for house-
keeping, full and part-time po-
sitions available, hourly rate of
$10+. Apply in person.

SAF-T-LITE - LOOKING for
individuals that want to work.
See the products you'd be
making at www.saftlite.com.
Multiple positions, locally
owned business, 1st shift
hours, competitive pay, benefit
package, family friendly envi-
ronment. Contact us,
jobs@saftlite.com, (260)
824-3440, apply in person,
1336 W Wiley Ave., Bluffton.
(EAP2)

SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

LAWN CARE & LANDSCAP-
ING
Ethan's Outdoor Services LLC
is taking on new Residential &
Commercial accounts for
2023. We offer Lawn Care,
Landscaping & Landscape
Maintenance. Free Estimates.
260-827-7945
ethansoutdoor@gmail.com

ANNOUNCE YOUR SER-

VICES in the Bluffton News-
Banner line classifieds. Con-
tact the office, 260-824-0224,
125 N. Johnson St., or
www.news-banner.com and
click on local classifieds.

Services
CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no throt-
tling. Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch.  Call 1-833-
754-0929 (I)
LIVE PAIN FREE with CBD 
products from AceWellness. 
We guarantee highest qual-
ity, most competitive pricing on 
CBD products. Softgels, Oils, 
Skincare, Vape & more. Cou-
pon Code: PRINT20 Call Now 
833-226-3105 (I)

Services
DENIED SOCIAL SECURITY 
Disability? Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed for SSD and denied, 
our attorneys can help get you 
approved! No money out of 
pockets! Call 1-855-995-4758 
(I)
PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 877-
930-3271 (I)

Services

Read & recycle

FOOD SERVICE Food Ser-
vice position available at the
Wells Community Boys &
Girls Club in Bluffton, IN.
Key roles include, but not lim-
ited to: meal preparation and
serving, maintain inventory
control, prepare menus, or-
der food, verify that prepared
meals meet requirement for
quality and quantity, prepare
and maintain all records re-
quired by the Indiana State
Food Service Programs.
Must have knowledge work-
ing with Excel spreadsheets.
For more information, contact
Sue or Vicki (260) 824-5070.
https://wellscommunityboysgi
rlsclub.com/
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Wells Superior Court
Criminal Cases

Preliminary plea of not guilty entered for 
Kaitlin M. Ohern, 29, Uniondale, charged 
with possession of marijuana, a Class B 
misdemeanor, and possession of drug para-
phernalia, a Class C misdemeanor.

While assisting with a probationary 
search of O’Hern’s residence Feb. 27, sher-
iff’s deputies reportedly found a cylindrical 
container with a label that read “Holy Roller 
Consume Cannabis” that contained a green 
and brown leafy plant material with the odor 
and appearance of marijuana. They also 
allegedly found a glass and rubber smoking 
device.

———
Preliminary plea of not guilty entered for 

Jason A. Trudel, 37, Fort Wayne, charged 
with driving while suspended with a prior 
conviction for the same offense, a Class A 
misdemeanor; possession of drug parapher-
nalia, a Class C misdemeanor; speeding, a 
Class C infraction, and littering, a Class B 
infraction. Cory Spreen appointed public 
defender.

At 1:33 a.m. on Oct. 3, 2019, on Ind. 
116 near Vera Cruz, a sheriff’s deputy spot-
ted an oncoming vehicle with its bright 
lights on. Instead of the driver dimming the 
headlights, he turned the lights off entirely 
before turning them back on. That made the 
deputy suspicious and he turned around his 
patrol vehicle and started following the Pon-
tiac. He observed in his report to the court 
that while following the Pontiac, the digital 
speedometer of his patrol vehicle showed he 
was driving 68 mph-55 zone.

The deputy performed a license plate 
check on the vehicle and discovered it was 
registered to Trudel, who had a suspended 

driver’s license. The deputy continued to 
follow the Pontiac northwest on Ind. 116. 
Near the Six Mile Church, the driver report-
edly tossed something from the vehicle.

The deputy pulled over the Pontiac. Tru-
del allegedly admitted to the deputy that he 
knew his driver’s license was suspended. 
When the deputy asked him what he threw 
out his driver’s side window, Trudel report-
edly told the deputy it was a pack of ciga-
rettes. The deputy asked him twice again 
during the course of his conversation with 
Trudel what Trudel had thrown out the win-
dow. Trudel reportedly insisted both times it 
was just a pack of cigarettes.

However, two Bluffton police officers 
who arrived to assist the deputy found 
the items near the church. They allegedly 
were not a pack of cigarettes as Trudel had 
claimed, but were reportedly a digital scales 
— typically used to weigh out portions of 
illegal substances — and a straw that would 
be used to ingest illegal substances.

Trudel allegedly admitted to the deputy 
he threw the items out the window because 
he knew his license was suspended and he 
knew he would be pulled over.

Civil Cases
Final judgment of $4,503.22 plus court 

costs of $115 entered for Total Recovery 
Services, Fort Wayne, against Cheryl S. 
Hall, rural Bluffton.

File Reports
Reports of receipts and expenditures of 

political committees have been filed with 
the Wells County Clerk’s office by:

• Wells County Democratic Commit-
tee, Bluffton.’For the period beginning 
Oct. 15 and ending Dec. 31, 2022, the com-
mittee showed $6,057.10 in cash on hand 
at the beginning of the reporting period, 

received $735 in itemized contributions and 
receipts, $57 in unitemized contributions 
and receipts, spent $1,962.03 in itemized 
expenditures, $28.71 in unitemized expen-
ditures, and finished the reporting period 
with $4,858.36 in cash on hand.

The committee owed no debt.
Itemized contributions and receipts were 

from: Dylan McIntosh, Markle, $100; Brian 
and Melanie Hollingsworth, rural Bluffton, 
$300; John Bodner, Ossian, $150; Larry and 
Teresa Sell, Bluffton, $50; Sandra Shelly, 
Bluffton, $30; and Joy Hann, Bluffton, 
$105.

Itemized expenditures were to: AT&T, 
Carol Stream, Ill., $131.40 for internet; 
Northern Indiana Public Service Company, 
Merrillville, $166.07 for natural gas for the 
Democratic headquarters building; Bluff-
ton Utilities, $270.62 for electricity for the 
headquarters; Walmart Supercenter of Bluff-
ton, $139.81 for headquarters supplies; Act-
Blue, Somerville, Mass., $29.13 for fees; 
The Cincinnati Insurance Company, Cincin-
nati, Ohio, $976 for property insurance for 
the headquarters; United States Postal Ser-
vice, $74 for post office box rental and post-
age; and Bodner Wells Democrat, Ossian, 
$175 for a campaign contribution.

• Wells County Republican Central Com-

mittee, Bluffton.
For the period beginning Oct. 15 and 

ending Dec. 31, the committee showed 
$42,135.53 in cash on hand at the beginning 
of the reporting period, $242.87 in item-
ized contributions and receipts, $1,177.32 
in unitemized contributions and receipts, 
$4,250.17 in itemized expenditures, $415.52 
in unitemized expenditures and finished the 
reporting period with $38,890.03 in cash on 
hand.

Itemized contributions were from: Bran-
don Harnish, $42.87; and Scott and Dayle 
Mentzer, Bluffton, $200.

Itemized expenditures were to: North-
ern Indiana Public Service Company, Mer-
rillville, $316.17 for natural gas service to 
the headquarters; Yergy’s State Road BBQ, 
Bluffton, $380 for catering; Verizon Wire-
less, Lehigh Valley, Pa., $54.11 for utilities; 
Bluffton Utilities, $340.85 for electrical ser-
vice to the headquarters building; Indiana 
Republican Party, Indianapolis, $1,000 for 
an event; Preston Wright, Bluffton, $352.68 
as reimbursement; Auto Owners Insurance, 
Lansing, Mich., $986.50 for property insur-
ance for the headquarters; Zach Rodgers, 
Ossian, $111.59 for reimbursement and 
Timber Ridge Catering, rural Bluffton, $735 
for catering.
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

SWISS
METALS LLC

Ag Panel and Standing Seam 

260-251-4366
7877 S. US HW 27, Berne IN 46711

MANUFACTURER OF METAL 
ROOFING, SIDING & TRIM

Complete Line of Sliding Door Accessories 
Roofi ng Accessories • Roof Boot

Outside Closures • Flovent • EM Seal 
Clear Skylight • Clear Ridge

40 Year 
Warranty

20 Colors in Stock

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

Primary 
Contracting, LLC

Decks • Roofing • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding
Remodeling • Storm Damage • Trim Wood Working and more!

Free 
Estimates

260-223-4276

Owner - Edwin Wickey Competitive Rates!

Decks • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding • Remodeling
Metal and Shingle Roofing • Storm Damage •Trim Wood Working and more!

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

Come See Us for Your CBD Oil Needs

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

Need Cash?

Call: 260-403-4646

We Buy Cars & Trucks
Any Condition

Home Standby Generators
(Sales & Installation)

*Briggs & Stratton
*Generac

Brandon Glasgow 
260.228.1832

Solar
*Agriculture
*Commercial
Darin Johnson 
260.249.4446

Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

• Full Lawn Care 
• Demo/Junk 

Removal

• Tree Removal 
• Tree Trimming

918.370.3593
193 North Oak Street ext, Bluff ton

All Surrounding Areas 
24-hour service

D's Landscaping

Goods & services 
directory

Wells Court Docket

Murdaugh judge’s own 
legal story unfolded in 

South Carolina
The judge who sentenced Alex 

Murdaugh on Friday to life in prison for 
killing his wife and son has earned attention 
and plaudits for his even-handed demeanor 
throughout the trial and for his dressing-
down of the once-prominent lawyer just 
before he sent him to prison.

Judge Clifton Newman, a South Caro-
lina native who attended racially segregated 
schools in the 1950s and 1960s, addressed 
Murdaugh directly during roughly 20 min-
utes of comments that ranged from invoking 
the memories of the defendant’s slain son 
Paul and wife Maggie to lamenting what 
he described as attacks on the credibility of 
the state’s justice system during the trial. He 
noted that Murdaugh came from a promi-
nent family of lawyers in the area and that 
a portrait of his grandfather, a former pros-
ecutor, once hung in the courthouse where 
he was tried – until Newman had it removed 
to promote a fair trial.

Among the most poignant moments 
came when Newman spoke to Murdaugh 
about his wife and son. Referring to the 
shooting deaths and lies Murdaugh admit-
ted telling throughout the investigation, the 
judge said: “Within your own soul, you 
have to deal with that. And I know you have 
to see Paul and Maggie during the night 
time when you’re attempting to go to sleep 
and I’m sure they come and visit you.”

“All day, and every night,” said 
Murdaugh, who maintained his innocence 
during the sentencing hearing.

“And they will continue to do so and 
reflect on the last time they looked you in 
the eyes,” the judge then replied.

Hong Kong court              
convicts activists behind 

Tiananmen vigil
HONG KONG (AP) — Three Hong 

Kong activists from a now-defunct group 
that organized annual vigils commemorat-
ing China’s 1989 crackdown on pro-democ-
racy protesters were convicted on Saturday 
for failing to provide authorities with infor-
mation on the group in accordance with a 
national security law.

Chow Hang-tung, Tang Ngok-kwan and 
Tsui Hon-kwong were arrested in 2021 dur-
ing a crackdown on the city’s pro-democ-
racy movement following massive protests 
more than three years ago. They were lead-
ers of the Hong Kong Alliance in Support of 
Patriotic Democratic Movements of China 
before it disbanded under the shadow of the 
Beijing-imposed law.

The alliance was best known for organiz-
ing candlelight vigils in Hong Kong on the 
anniversary of the Chinese military’s crush-
ing of the 1989 Tiananmen Square pro-
democracy protests. Critics say its shutdown 
has shown freedoms that were promised 
when Hong Kong returned to China in 1997 
are eroding.

Before the group voted to disband, police 
had sought details about its operations and 
finances in connection with alleged links to 
democracy groups overseas in August 2021, 
accusing it of being a foreign agent.

But the group refused to cooperate, argu-
ing police were arbitrarily labeling pro-
democracy organizations as foreign agents. 
It added the police did not have a right to 
ask for its information because it was not 

a foreign agent and the authorities did not 
provide sufficient justification.

Fired Memphis EMT         
says police impeded        

Tyre Nichols’ care
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — A former 

Memphis Fire Department emergency 
medical technician told a Tennessee board 
Friday that officers “impeded patient care” 
by refusing to remove Tyre Nichols ‘ hand-
cuffs, which would have allowed EMTs to 
check his vital signs after he was brutally 
beaten by police.

Robert Long, whose license was sus-
pended for failing to give aid to Nichols 
and who has also been fired, appeared by 
livestream before the state Emergency 
Medical Services Board to share his ver-
sion of events. He provided details about 
how he and another EMT, JaMichael San-
dridge, responded after five Memphis police 
officers had punched, kicked and hit Nich-
ols with a baton during an arrest following 
Nichols fleeing a traffic stop Jan. 7.

Long and Sandridge were fired by the 
department Jan. 30. Their licenses were 
suspended by the board Feb. 3, after mem-
bers watched a 19-minute video taken at the 
beating location. Officials said the EMTs 
failed to render aid to Nichols, who died 
three days after the beating.

The board determined that Long and 
Sandridge did not perform basic emer-
gency medical examinations while Nichols 
was handcuffed on the ground and slumped 
against a squad car, documents obtained 
by The Associated Press showed. Nichols 
showed “clear signs of distress, such as the 
inability to remain in a seated posture and 
laying prone on the ground multiple times,” 
the documents showed.

Both Long and Sandridge failed to ini-
tiate a primary examination, which could 
have helped identify the presence of any 
life-threatening injuries, the documents 
showed. Nichols’ vital signs were not 
checked, he did not receive high-flow oxy-
gen or an intravenous line, and he was not 
placed on a heart monitor.

U.S. sending                     
bridge-launchers to 

Ukraine for spring fight
WASHINGTON (AP) —The U.S. 

announced a new $400 million military aid 
package for Ukraine on Friday that for the 
first time includes armored vehicles that can 
launch bridges — allowing troops to cross 
rivers or other gaps as Russian and Ukrai-
nian forces remain entrenched on opposite 
sides of the Dnieper River.

The war had largely slowed to a grinding 
stalemate during the winter months, with 
Russia and Ukraine firing at each other from 
across the river. Both sides are expected to 
launch offensives as temperatures warm.

This round of aid will be drawn from 
existing U.S. weapons stockpiles so it can 
arrive in Ukraine faster. The U.S. and allies 
are trying to rush additional support to Kyiv 
to best position it for intensified spring 
fighting.

The Armored Vehicle Launched Bridge 
is a portable, 60-foot (18-meter) folding 
metal bridge that is carried on top of a tank 
body. Providing that system now could 
make it easier for Ukrainian troops to cross 
rivers to get to Russian forces.
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