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Fort Wayne man
faces charges of
dealing marijuana

By GLEN WERLING

A preliminary plea of
not guilty has been entered
in Wells Superior Court for
Ian Sinclair York, 29, Fort
Wayne, charged with deal-
ing in marijuana and pos-
session of marijuana, both
Level 6 felonies.

Judge Andrew K. Antrim
continued York’s bond at
$3,000. York sought but was
denied pauper status.

York was pres-

es beyond those prescribed
to him.

York was reportedly anx-
ious to leave the scene —
but not without property he
claimed belonged to him.
He was informed by Greer
that the garage was con-
sidered a crime scene and
while he — York — could
leave, he could not take
anything from the crime
scene with him, even if it
was his property.

ent in the garage
of an Ossian
home when emer-
gency person-
nel arrived on a
report of a drug
overdose Jan. 27.
The alleged over-
dose victim was
an acquaintance
of York’s. The
victim was taken
by Wells County
EMS to Parkview
Randalia in Fort Wayne
after he regained conscious-
ness following emergency
medical efforts — including
the administration of sev-
eral doses of the anti-opiate
medication Narcan.

The investigating deputy,
Detective Quinton Greer of
the Wells County Sheriff’s
Department, observed that
York appeared impaired but
denied taking any substanc-

lan York

Items that
York reportedly
pointed out as
being his prop-
erty were located
on top of a large
shoebox. Greer
looked inside
the shoebox and
allegedly discov-
ered a signifi-
cant amount of
marijuana in little
glass jars.

York denied owning
the shoebox, yet Greer
observed in his report that
the box also contained an
external hard drive for a
computer. One of the items
that York reportedly told
law enforcement at the
scene that belonged to him
— before the shoe box was
opened — was an external
hard drive.

(Continued on Page 2)

Helping out

Twenty-eight members of the
Norwell Middle School Student
Council, came to the Wells County
Food Bank Wednesday morning
bearing gifts — a check for $1,740
and some 2,600 items to stock the
agency’s shelves. Above, Connie
Kaehr, the food pantry’s direc-

tor, explains to the group how the
pantry operates and what its needs
are. At right, students wait in line
to remove donated items from the
pickup truck that brought them

to the pantry. While the students
were there, they helped unload

a pallet that had previously been
delivered. Teacher Tanya Milo-
stan, the group’s sponsor, said the
money donated was far more than
the annual effort had ever raised.
(Photos by Dave Schultz)

Police-Fire Building.

not complete a bid.

Local firm likely to do
HVAC improvements
at Police-Fire Building

BY DAVE SCHULTZ

The Bluffton Board of Public Works and Safety will recom-
mend to the Bluffton Common Council next week that a local
company be contracted to install a new HVAC system in the city’s

Felger Hart Inc., based north of the city on Ind. 1, bid
$148,350 to do the work, and City Engineer Kelly White said it
was a good bid. The company said it could start soon, possibly by
the end of February or sometime in March.

There were originally two companies that submitted bids to do
the work, but when White came on board with the city she asked
for updated bids. While Felger Hart submitted a revised bid, the
second company — Current Mechanical of Fort Wayne — did

(Continued on Page 2)

By TOM DAVIES
Associated Press

Backpack program is given
$15K from Valero charity

The Wells County kid’s food backpack
program “Feeding Tomorrow’s Future
Today” recently received a grant of $15,000
from the Valero Benefit for Children, thanks
to the Valero Texas Open golf tournament

and associated events.

“Valero is helping to make a difference
with the hunger issue in our community.
Their grant will help to purchase food in
the coming months that will be used in the
weekly distribution of food bags that are
delivered to Wells County Schools,” said
Susan Girod, backpack volunteer.

Thanks to the generous support of Vale-

ro’s business partners, donors and sponsors,

more than $22 million in net proceeds from
the Valero Texas Open have been distributed
to agencies across the United States, sup-
porting the work of hundreds of outstanding
charity partners like the Feeding Tomor-
row’s Future Today.

In Wells County, Valero Renewables
operates the ethanol plant at the southwest
edge of Bluffton. The 70 employees and
staff each year have volunteered by help-
ing pack food bags and collect needed food
items to assist the backpack program.

The backpack program distributes

approximately 100 bags of food each
(Continued on Page 2)

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — The
Indiana governor’s proposal for a
broad expansion of county-level
public health programs won its
first endorsement from state legis-
lators on Wednesday.

The state Senate’s health com-
mittee voted 12-0 in support of
a bill laying out the responsibili-
ties that local health departments
would have if county officials
accept a major increase in state
funding being sought by Republi-
can Gov. Eric Holcomb.

State Health Commissioner
Dr. Kristina Box, several medical
organizations and business groups
urged lawmakers to support the
plan, pointing to Indiana’s poor

national rankings in areas such as
smoking, obesity and life expec-
tancy.

The governor’s plan would
direct $100 million in the next
state budget year and $200 mil-
lion in the following year toward
boosting Indiana’s county public
health department funding from its
45th-place national ranking. The
state now directs about $7 million
a year to county health depart-
ments, which are primarily funded
by local taxes.

While county officials would
have the option of accepting the
money and expanding services,
some opponents with grievances
over government-ordered COVID-
19 precautions told the committee
they feared the plan would result

Indiana public health program
boost clears legislative panel

in the state health department gain-
ing more authority.

The bill approved by the com-
mittee would establish “core pub-
lic health services” to be provide
by county departments. Those
would include access to required
childhood vaccinations, emergen-
cy preparedness, restaurant and
sewage system inspections, com-
municable disease prevention and
smoking cessation programs.

A commission appointed by
Holcomb found that all but about
six of Indiana’s 92 counties are
spending less than half the nation-
al median per person on public
health efforts.

“Where you live in Indiana cur-
rently determines whether your

(Continued on Page 2)

Pictured above are the Bluffton Valero Renewables employees presenting the check to the
backpack volunteers. Pictured left to right, are Shawn Stafford, engineering manager; Bruce
Snyder, QA/QC manager; Gretta Nusbaumer, backpack volunteer, Nora Ruble, granddaughter;
Susan Girod, backpack volunteer; Justin Moen, plant manager; Kent Ulmer, 4-H association
president; Matt Wilson, production manager; and Steve Shafer, health and safety environmental
manager. (Photo provided)
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Fort Wayne man

(Continued from Page 1)

Also reportedly inside the box were
numerous unopened THC vape car-
tridges.

York reportedly denied smoking
marijuana then admitted to Greer that
he had smoked marijuana and metham-
phetamine a few days earlier.

Resting next to the shoe box report-
edly was a bookbag. Detective Jeremy
Heckel of the Wells County Sheriff’s
Department opened the bag and started
removing multiple small jars of mari-

juana.

Greer asked York if the backpack
was his. York denied it was. Greer then
asked why his — York’s — car keys
were lying next to the backpack. York
then allegedly replied, “Yeah. It’s my
weed.”

All told there was approximately
1.141 pounds of marijuana, or rough-
ly enough for between 500 and 1,000
hand-rolled marijuana cigarettes. The
THC cartridges contained 632 grams
of THC wax, or enough for about

189,000 single hits.

The deputy observed that amount
was far more than the typical marijua-
na user would use for his or her own
consumption.

York told Greer that he had met the
overdose victim in jail and had come
over to the house to hang out with the
victim. He allegedly admitted to Greer
that he brought all of the marijuana
with him and had given some marijua-
na to the overdose victim.

glenw@news-banner.com
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Weather

Thursday, February 2, 2023
(24-hour observations at 9:08 p.m. Wednesday)
High: 25; Low: 5; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 2.44
feet at 9:45 p.m. Wednesday

Wells County forecast

Today: Sunny, with a high near 36. Southwest wind 10
to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.

Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 12. North
wind around 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.

Indiana public health

(Continued from Page 1)

local health department can
provide you the full range of
public health services,” Box
told the committee.

Leaders of the Repub-
lican-dominated Legisla-
ture have generally sup-
ported Holcomb’s proposal
but have not committed to
granting his full funding
request. Lawmakers might
not make that decision until
a new state budget plan is
completed in April.

Statewide organizations
representing county officials
told the committee Wednes-

day they believed local lead-
ers would keep control by
deciding whether to opt into
the expansion program or
maintain state funding levels.

Some county leaders,
however, said they believed
the expansion would eventu-
ally lead to state control of
local health departments.

“I would prefer the state
to provide grants on a top-
ic-by-topic basis with local
control on whether to accept
the grant or not and how we
handle that guidance, not
mandates, from the state
after the COVID destruc-

tive mandates,” said Brad
Rogers, a Republican county
commissioner from northern
Indiana’s Elkhart County.
Senators cited concerns
about long-term health prob-
lems across the state, while
plan opponents who spoke
focused on issues such as
complaints over federal
approval of COVID-19 vac-
cines and Holcomb’s execu-
tive orders early in the pan-
demic for business closures
and a face mask mandate.
One opponent argued the
plan would lead to what he
called more government

“tyranny.”

Similar grievances were
aired to Indiana lawmakers
as they debated a proposal
last year that failed to win
passage aiming to severely
limit the COVID-19 vaccine
requirements that businesses
could impose on employees.

“We have high infant
mortality rates,” Republi-
can Sen. Vaneta Becker of
Evansville said as she voted
in favor of the health plan
Wednesday. “We have high
obesity, lots of health issues
in the state that need to be
addressed.”

Russia said to be eyeing eastern Ukraine push

By SUSIE BLANN
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) —
Russia is mustering its mili-
tary might in the Luhansk
region of Ukraine, officials
said Wednesday, in what
Kyiv suspects is preparation
for an offensive as the first
anniversary of Moscow’s
invasion approaches.

Also Wednesday, Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s
government continued its
crackdown on alleged cor-
ruption with the dismissal
of several high-ranking offi-
cials, prominent lawmaker
David Arakhamia said.

Zelenskyy was elected in
2019 on an anti-establish-
ment and anti-corruption
platform in a country long
gripped by graft. The latest
allegations come as Western
allies are channeling billions
of dollars to help Kyiv fight
Moscow and as the Ukraini-
an government is introduc-
ing reforms so it can poten-
tially join the European
Union one day.

Ukraine’s Security Ser-
vice said on the Telegram
messaging app that an oper-
ation on Wednesday targeted
“corrupt officials who under-

mine the country’s economy
and the stable functioning of
the defense-industrial com-
plex.” It identified one as
a former Defense Ministry
official accused of embez-
zling state funds through
the purchase of nearly 3,000
bulletproof vests that would
inadequately protect Ukrai-
nian soldiers.

Summing up the day’s
focus on fighting corrup-
tion, Zelenskyy declared in
his nightly video address
Wednesday: “We will not
allow anyone to weaken our
state.”

On the battlefront, a
Russian missile destroyed
an apartment building and
damaged seven others in
the eastern Donetsk provin-
cial city of Kramatorsk late
Wednesday, killing at least
three people and wound-
ing at least 20, police said.
Rescuers were searching
the rubble for other vic-
tims. Russia has frequently
attacked apartment build-
ings during the war, causing
civilian casualties, although
the Kremlin often denies
such reports.

Zelenskyy used the
attack to press again for

more Western weapons:
“No goal other than terror,”
he said on Facebook. “The
only way to stop Russian
terrorism is to defeat it. By
tanks. Fighter jets. Long-
range missiles.”

Elsewhere, the Kremlin’s
forces were expelling resi-
dents near the Russian-held
parts of the front line so they
can’t tell Ukrainian artillery
forces about Russian troop
deployments, Luhansk Gov.
Serhiy Haidai said.

“There is an active trans-
fer of (Russian troops) to the
region and they are definite-
ly preparing for something
on the eastern front in Feb-
ruary,” Haidai said.

The Institute for the
Study of War predicted “an
imminent Russian offen-
sive in the coming months.”
Some predict it will coin-
cide with the invasion anni-
versary on Feb. 24.

The General Staff of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine
reported Wednesday that
Russia was also concentrat-
ing in neighboring Donetsk
province, especially in its
bid to capture the key city of
Bakhmut.

Donetsk and Luhansk

provinces make up the Don-
bas, an industrial region bor-
dering Russia that President
Vladimir Putin identified
as a goal for takeover from
the war’s outset and where
Moscow-backed separatists
have fought Ukrainian forc-
es since 2014.

Russian shelling of
Bakhmut, from which most
residents have fled while
others shelter in cellars,
killed at least five civilians
and wounded 10 on Tues-
day, Ukraine’s presidential
office said.

Donetsk Gov. Pavlo
Kyrylenko posted images
of the shelling aftermath,
showing huge black holes
in residential buildings in
the embattled city, report-
ing that Russia is deploying
more troops.

Donetsk was one of four
provinces that Russia ille-
gally annexed in the fall,
but controls only about half
of it. To take the remaining
half, Russian forces have
no choice but to go through
Bakhmut, the only approach
to bigger Ukrainian-held
cities. Russian forces have
been trying for months to
capture Bakhmut.

Friday: Mostly cloudy and cold, with a high near 18.

North wind around 10 mph.

Friday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 11.
Northwest wind 5 to 10 mph becoming south in the evening.
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 36. Breezy.

Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 32.

Breezy.

Sunday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 43. Breezy.
Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 24.
Monday: Partly sunny, with a high near 44.

Monday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 38.
Tuesday: A 40 percent chance of rain. Cloudy, with a

high near 53. Breezy.

Board of works

(Continued from Page 1)

The need for a new
HVAC system in the Police-
Fire Building came to light
during the review process
on the Fire Department and
the need for one or two
new fire stations. The deci-
sion was made to revamp
the HVAC system because
it was necessary for current
operations.

Felger Hart’s bid had
complete warranties, White
told the Board of Works

members — Mayor John
Whicker, Scott Mentzer, and
Josh Hunt.

The Board of Works
decision is only a recom-
mendation. The entire Com-
mon Council makes the final
decision, and Mentzer and
Hunt comprise two-fifths of

the council’s membership.

In other business Tuesday
evening:

e The board opened
annual bids for street mate-
rials and concrete bids, and
gave the paperwork to Street
Commissioner Tim Simpson
for his review.

e A water adjustment was
granted to a West Washing-
ton Street resident who had
a toilet and a water line leak-
ing.

* City resident Matt Yer-
gler pointed out that when
the Flock Safety license
plate recognition cameras
were approved in early
2022, a report would be
made after a year. Whicker
said a report would be made
next week.

daves@news-banner.com

Program donation —

(Continued from Page 1)
week to hungry kids for
the weekend and is coor-
dinated by 4-H volunteers
with assistance from the
Purdue Extension Service

— Wells County Office. For
more information about
the program contact Gretta
Nusbaumer, 765-499-1412
or Susan Girod, 260-827-
8393.

" A Talk with Tego

U.S., World News Roundup

Biden, McCarthy meet
face-to-face on

debt crisis concerns

WASHINGTON (AP) — President
Joe Biden and House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy met face-to-face Wednesday
for more than an hour of highly antici-
pated budget talks — “a good first
meeting,” the new Republican leader
said — but expectations were low for
quick progress as GOP lawmakers
push for steep cuts in a deal to prevent
a national debt limit crisis.

Biden has resisted direct spend-
ing negotiations linked to vital action
raising the nation’s legal debt ceiling,
warning against potentially throwing
the economy into chaos.

McCarthy had all but invited himself
to the White House to start the conversa-
tion before a summer debt deadline. And
he emerged saying the meeting went
better than expected: The two agreed
to meet again, and the speaker said he
expected to hear from Biden soon.

“No agreement, no promises except
we will continue this conversation,”
McCarthy told reporters outside the
White House.

He said he told the president he
would not raise the debt ceiling with-
out concessions from Democrats.

Australia is removing
British monarchy

from its bank notes

CANBERRA, Australia (AP) —
Australia is removing the British mon-
archy from its bank notes.

The nation’s central bank said

Thursday its new $5 bill would feature
an Indigenous design rather than an
image of King Charles III. But the king
is still expected to appear on coins.

The $5 bill was Australia’s only
remaining bank note to still feature an
image of the monarch.

The bank said the decision followed
consultation with the government,
which supported the change. Opponents
say the move is politically motivated.

U.S. winter storm causes
3rd day of dangerous,
icy conditions

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — A
deadly storm system lashed a large
swath of the southern U.S. with bands
of sleet and snow for a third day on
Wednesday, grounding an additional
2,300 flights, leaving hundreds of
thousands without power, forcing
school closures and making already
treacherous driving conditions worse.

Watches and warnings about win-
try conditions were issued for an area
stretching West Texas’ border with
Mexico through Oklahoma, Arkan-
sas and Louisiana, and into western
Tennessee and northern Mississippi.
Several rounds of mixed precipitation,
including freezing rain and sleet, were
in store for many areas throughout the
day, meaning some places could get hit
multiple times, forecasters said.

“It actually looks like it’s going to
be getting worse again across Texas,
it is already a pretty big area of freez-
ing rain across western and southwest-
ern Texas,” said Bob Oravec, a lead
National Weather Service forecaster
based in Camp Springs, Maryland.

Box A

) X Box B
Estimated Price $85 [§; ey g-Sisg I o)

2- Beef Chuck Roast
1- Pkg. (4) Beef Cube Steaks
6- 11b Ground Beef
2- Pkg. Beef Stew Meat
2- Pkg. (4) Hamburger Patties
1- Beef Sirloin Steak

2- Beef Chuck Roast
4- 11b Pkg. Ground Beef
2- Pkg. (4) Beef Cube Seaks
2- (2) T-Bone Steaks
2- Pkg. (2) Rib Eye Steaks

STOCK UP YOUR FREEZER!

Estimated Price $140

2- Pkg. Breakfast Link Sausage

Adair Processing

Custom Butchering / Wholesale & Retail Meats

Box C
BoxD

Estimated Price $80
2- Pkg. Breakfast Link Sausage
5- 11b Pkg. Sausage
2- Pkg. (4) Beef Cube Steaks
5- 11b Pkg. Ground Beef
2- Pkg. (2) Pork Steaks
2- Pkg. (4) Cubed Tenderloin
1- Pkg Beef Stew Meat

1- 11b Pkg. Ground Beef
1- Pkg. (4) Cubed Tenderloin

1- Pkg. (4) Beef Cube Steaks
1- Beef Chuck Roast
2- Pkg. (2) Rib Eye Steaks
2- Pkg. (2) Pork Steaks
1- Pkg. (2) T-Bone Steaks
1- Beef Sirloin Steak

MEAT BUNDLES

Summer Package
Estimated Price $165

2- Pkg. (4) Pork Sausage Patties

5- 11b Pkg. Ground Beef Patties
2- Pkg. (2) Rib Eye Steaks

260-731-3221
190 N Union, Pennville, IN

Oravec said the icy weather is
expected to move northeastward across
parts of Oklahoma and Arkansas into
western Tennessee and northern Mis-
sissippi before it starts to dissipate.

Black history class
revised by College

Board amid criticism

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) — High
school senior Kahlila Bandele is used to
courses that don’t address the African
American experience. Then there’s her 9
am. class. This week, it spanned topics
from Afro-Caribbean migration to jazz.

The discussion in her Advanced
Placement course on African American
studies touched on figures from Marcus
Garvey and Malcolm X to Jimi Hendrix
and Rihanna. In her AP European His-
tory course, she said, “we’re not discuss-
ing Black people at all” — even though
they were colonized by Europeans.

Her school in Baton Rouge, Loui-
siana, is one of 60 schools around the
country testing the new course, which
has gained national attention since
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis threatened
to ban it in his state. The rejection has
stirred new political debate over how
schools teach about race.

The official curriculum for the
course, released Wednesday by the
College Board, downplays some com-
ponents that had drawn criticism from
DeSantis and other conservatives.
Topics including Black Lives Matter,
slavery reparations and queer life are
not part of the exam. Instead, they are
included only on a sample list states and
school systems can choose from for stu-
dent projects.

Mixed Special Box

Estimated Price $150
2- Pkg. (4) Pork Chops
2- Pork Roast
2- Beef Chuck Roast
2- Pkg. (4) Beef e Steaks
5- 1lb Pkg. Sausage
5- 1Ib Pkg. Ground Beef
2- Pkg. (2) Pork Steaks
1- Pkg. (4) Cubed Tenderloin

1- Pkg. (4) Pork Chops
2- Pkg. (2) Pork Steaks
2- Pkg. (2) Bratwursts

5- 11b Pkg. Sausage
5- 11b Pkg. Ground Beef
2- Pkg. (2) T-Bone Steaks

Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm
Sat. 9am-Noon
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Phoenix is a four-month-
old, orange tiger male.

Gadget is a five-and-a-
half-month-old, orange
tabby male.
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Tux is a six-month-old,
black/white male.

Tego

Tego’s Tips: Kittens may suck on wool items when
weaned too early.

These are just a few pets available for adoption at the Wells
County Animal Shelter, 1613 W. Cherry St., Bluffton. For more

Kinformation call 824-6063. /
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110 W Cherry St, Bluffion IN

Discover the Feeling of

Financial Confidence.

Customized tax-deferred products

can provide lifetime income and

protect your beneficiaries. ..
TIM STEFFEN __ (o
Tim@Steffinancial.com

(260) 824-8175

Securities offered through

LPL Financial Member
FINRA/SIPC
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seven years.

life.

July 29, 2010.

myersfuneralnomes.com

Joy J. Hann, 68

Esther E. Krick-Woodward, 101

Esther E. Krick-Woodward, 101,
of Huntington, a former resident
of Ossian, peacefully took Jesus’
hand and is now enjoying all of
Heaven’s glorious beauty, on
Tuesday afternoon, Jan. 31, 2023,
at the Heritage Pointe of Hunting-
ton, where she had lived the last

Esther started working at the
age of 11 at Knight's Grocery
to help support her family dur-
ing the Great Depression. During
World War II, she worked a “man’s
job” at GE while the gents were serving our country.

She was a 1939 graduate of Lafayette Central High
School and later went back to college at the age of
“49” to receive her LPN and worked as a med nurse at
Lutheran Hospital and the Caylor Nickel Clinic for many
years until her retirement. She then volunteered in the
Gift Shop at Lutheran for several years.

Esther was a lifelong member of the Markle Church
of Christ and a past member of the Order of the East-
ern Star lodge 166 in Ossian. Her Christian faith shone
through even to her last breath. Her nurses really loved
her and commented on her spiritual beauty. Her fam-
ily’s lives are changed forever in so many ways and
have an everlasting example of how to live a Christian

She was born on July 26, 1921, in Zanesville, a
daughter of the late Milo C. and Zeffie E. Kitchen Reed.

She was united in marriage to Donald Krick on Nov.
20, 1939, in Decatur. Donald preceded her in death on
April 24, 1997. She later married John L. Woodward on
Oct. 11, 2003, in Markle. John preceded her in death on

Survivors include a daughter, Kay (Darol) VanMeter of
Roanoke; a stepdaughter, Kate Schwartz of Huntington;
four grandchildren, Greg (Amy) VanMeter, Lori (Mark)
Sattison, Brent (Manju) Dafforn, and Kriss Kohart; and
10 great-grandchildren, four great-great-grandchildren,
and two step-granddaughters.

She was preceded in death by a daughter, Joyce Dett-
mer; three brothers, Charles Reed, Theodore Reed, and
Ralph Reed; and a sister, Blanche Geiger.

Visitation will take place from noon to 2 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 3, at the Markle Church of Christ, 455 E. Morse
St. in Markle. Funeral services will take place at 2 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 3, following the visitation, at the Markle
Church of Christ. Interment will take place in the Hover-
stock Cemetery in Zanesville.

Preferred memorials are to the Markle Church of
Christ Missions fund, sent in care of the Myers Funeral
Home, P.O. Box 403, Markle, IN 46770

To sign Esther’s online guest registry, log on to www.

Joy J. Hann, 68, of Bluffton, died Wednesday morn-
ing, Feb. 1, 2023, at the Markle Health & Rehab Center.

Funeral arrangements are pending at the Thoma/
Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton.

State lawmakers
want to crack down
on data privacy

Does this include license plate readers?

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

State lawmakers are pri-
oritizing multiple bills in the
current legislative session
that seek to increase data pri-
vacy and give Hoosiers more
say over how their personal
information is stored. But
Republican legislators remain
reluctant to enact policy
around increasingly common
surveillance technology like
license plate readers used by
law enforcement.

The Indiana State Police
(ISP) have been using such
technology for more than
decade - scanning a mil-
lion plates a month - to find
habitual traffic violators,
stolen vehicles, missing
persons and people driving
with suspended licenses.

A previous attempt to
establish statewide stan-
dards for the readers didn’t
advance in the legislature.
And it doesn’t appear that
lawmakers have an appetite
to join the other 16 states
with regulations on the
books now.

At the same time, GOP
legislators have continually
resisted efforts to use cam-
era technology for highway
speed violations or passing
of school buses.

Although police contend
that the license plate read-
ers are a valuable tool for
investigators, the American
Civil Liberties Union of
Indiana raised concerns that
the information collected
can be stored indefinitely in
databases and shared with-
out restrictions.

There also aren’t laws in
place to prevent data from
being used in ways that
could infringe on Hoosiers’
privacy.

“This is technology that
collects data about all of us,
and there’s very little trans-
parency, there’s very little
accountability, and that has
concerns for us in multiple
ways,” said Jane Henegar,
executive director of the
ACLU of Indiana.

How the readers work

The high-speed cameras
used by ISP take pictures of
license plates and turn them
into searchable data.

While the agency previ-

ously used vehicle-mounted
cameras, ISP Maj. Bryan
Harper, who commands
the Special Investigations
Division, said state police
stopped using those more
than a year ago.

Currently, state police
have 47 cameras employed,
Harper said. Most of those
are in or around Indianapo-
lis, but others are located
elsewhere in the state, too.

Harper emphasized that
the license plate readers “are
really nothing more than
cameras” that are set up to
scan license plates, not indi-
viduals.

Indiana lacks
statewide guidelines

Other law enforcement
agencies around the state
are adopting the technology,
too, including in Colum-
bus, Gary, Jeffersonville,
Muncie, West Lafayette and
more than a dozen jurisdic-
tions in central Indiana.

Still, each agency crafts
its own policies for license
plate readers. Harper said
the ISP policy - which dates
back to 2015 - is similar to
most others around Indiana.

Specifically, ISP’s oper-
ating procedure requires
license plate image data
to be retained for 30 days
before being purged from
the system.

That “extremely short
window” can be prohibitive
to investigators, Harper said,
“but the Indiana State Police
want to make sure that we
are covering both ends - we
understand people’s civil
liberties, and we also under-
stand the need to mitigate or
apprehend suspects.”

Harper maintained that
local law enforcement
agencies across Indiana are
actively meeting to discuss
policy.

“For the most part, every-
body’s pretty much in agree-
ment that we’ve got to make
sure we’re handling this the
right way, or it will go away
as fast as it came,” Harper
said, referring to the license
plate reader technology.

This story was provided
to the News-Banner by the
Hoosier State Press Associa-
tion’s Information Network.
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Wells Court Docket

Wells Superior Court
Criminal Cases

Preliminary plea of not
guilty entered for Hagaen
Matthew Slusher, 20, South
Whitley, charged with resist-
ing law enforcement, a Class
A misdemeanor, and minor
consuming alcohol, a Class
C misdemeanor.

While investigating a
report of an underage drink-
ing party in the 500 block
of West Central Avenue Jan.
28, a Bluffton police officer
stationed himself at the back
door of the residence. He
could clearly see that there
were multiple young people
inside the house.

The officer observed in
his report to the court that
he could see that they were
trying to leave the residence
through the back door. He
ordered them to go back
inside but they reportedly
burst out the door and took
off running.

The officer gave chase
and Slusher became the
one he locked onto after
the others scattered. He
ordered Slusher to stop but
he reportedly refused and
kept running in an alley
before stumbling into a
bicycle parked in the alley.
The officer then was able
to catch him and place him
into custody.

Slusher reportedly blew
a .044 percent alcohol con-
centration on a Breathalyzer
test.

Order of conditional dis-
charge entered for Karla C.
Levitz, 63, charged with
possession of marijuana, a
Class B misdemeanor; pos-
session of drug parapherna-
lia, a Class C misdemeanor;
and no or improper tail-
lights and or license plate
lights.

The duration of deferred

proceedings is one year.
If Levitz follows all of the
rules set for her by the pro-
bation department, the
charges against her will be
dismissed.

Ordered to pay $100 in
fees.

A sheriff’s deputy was
patrolling north on Ind. 1
north of Ossian at 1:46 a.m.
Jan. 30 when he spotted
an oncoming vehicle and
decided to check his side
view mirror as it passed. He
observed the vehicle — a sil-
ver pickup truck — had no
lit passenger side taillight.
He decided to pull the vehi-
cle over.

The driver, identified as
Levitz, reportedly told the
deputy she was unaware she
had a taillight burned out
and wanted to check it out.
The deputy allowed her to
exit the vehicle and in the
process, reportedly a strong
odor of both raw and burned
marijuana wafted from the
passenger compartment of
the truck.

Levitz reportedly denied
having smoked marijuana
but did not know if there
was anything illegal in the
truck.

The deputy, with assis-
tance from two other depu-
ties, began searching the
vehicle. Allegedly they
found several types of can-
nabis products including
pre-rolls, a roach, cannabis
mints and cannabis infused
espresso beans, as well as a
multi-colored glass smoking
pipe.

Civil Cases

Complaints for posses-
sion and for non-payment of
rent filed by Bluffton Woods
mobile home park against
tenants: Tristan McPherson
and Ashley Garza. Amount
owed is to be determined by
the court.

Complaints for payment
filed by Snow & Sauer-
teig, Fort Wayne, against:
Brent R. Schwartz, Ossian,
$9.,473.85; Kaitlyn McKin-
ley, Bluffton, $10,115; Brit-
tany Messina, Bluffton,
$10,115; John R. Masterson,
Bluffton, $4,111.25; Sha-
ron Hill, Bluffton, $10,115;
Jonelle Gibson, Bluffton,
$4,078.76; Benjamin Cross-
white, Ossian, $3,925.51;

Complaint for payment
of $2,496.57 and interest
of $493.56 filed by One-
Main Financial Group LLC,
Evansville, against Logan C.
Haler, Bluffton.

Complaint for payment
of $815.68 filed by Portfolio
Recovery Associates, Ver-
non Hills, I11., against Kelly
Wagers, Ossian.

Petition for dissolution
filed in the marriage of Josh-
ua Ryan Roseberry, Ossian,
and Kaitlyn Marie Roseber-
ry, Ossian.

Complaints for posses-
sion filed by Oka Corp.,
Bluffton, against James
Meyers, Bluffton, $1,200.

Complaint for posses-
sion and for non-payment
of rent in an amount to be
determined filed by Premier
Flats, Bluffton, against ten-
ant Edwin Wheeler.

Wells Circuit Court
Civil Cases

Complaint for payment of
$5,617.56 filed by OneMain
Financial LLC, Evansville,
against Christopher R. Clag-
horn, Bluffton.

Petition for dissolution
filed in the marriage of Ron
Hayes, Tocsin, and Vickie
Hayes, Silver Springs, Fla.

Complaints for payment
filed by Portfolio Recovery
Associates, Norfolk, Va
against: Dale M. Pitman,
Bluffton, $3,127.06; Kendall
Eicher, Bluffton, $1,192.73.

Bluffton City Court

Kevin Joel Melendez
Lopez, 25, Indianapolis; dis-
regarding a lighted signal,
Main Street at Wiley Ave-
nue.

Sarah L. Lancaster, 61,
Albany; 60 mph-40 zone,
Main Street at Jackson Street
during the period of the
day when the speed limit is
reduced from 55 mph to 40
mph because of the school
zone.

Nicholas A. Yoder, 40,
rural Decatur; 75 mph-55
zone, Ind. 1 north of 1100N.

Titus N. Todd, 26, rural
Pennville; operating a motor
vehicle with a license plate
that belongs on another vehi-
cle, Ind. 1 at 1000N.

Douglas A. Edwards,
19, Linn Grove; unlawful
possession of tobacco by a
minor, Washington Street at
Columbian Avenue.

Hu Sa Man, 26, Fort
Wayne; 55 mph-40 zone,
Main Street at Willowbrook
Trail.

Kyle L. Bedwell, 20,
Selma; failure to yield the
right of way to an emergen-
cy vehicle, I-69 at the 292
mile marker.

Chase A. Blem, 19,
Bluffton; 48 mph-30 zone,
200 block of East Dustman
Road.

Declare Candidacy

Declarations of candidacy
for municipal primary nomi-
nation in 2023 have been
filed with the Wells County
Clerk’s office by:

e Joshua Daniel Hunt,
Bluffton, Republican seek-
ing election to the Bluffton
Common Council District 2.

e Ronald James Neuen-
schwander, Bluffton, Repub-
lican for Bluffton Common
Council at Large.

e Ethan Albert Sommer-
field, Bluffton, Republican
for Bluffton Common Coun-
cil at Large.

Police Notebook

INCIDENTS

City:

Tuesday, 5:28 p.m., resi-
dence in the 1100 block
of West Central Avenue.
License plate stolen.

Wednesday, 4:33 a.m.,
Wiley Avenue at Bond
Street. Bluffton police offi-
cer pulled over a pickup
truck and arrested the driv-
er, Bret L. Poff, 54, Bluff-
ton, on charges of posses-
sion of marijuana, a Class
B misdemeanor; operat-
ing a vehicle while intoxi-
cated, a Class C misde-
meanor; and possession of
drug paraphernalia, a Class
C misdemeanor. Bond
set at $1,500. Reportedly
Poff had a “dugout” in his
sweatshirt pocket, a slang
term for a wooden box that
holds a small pipe called a
“bat” (both are baseball ref-
erences) in which a small
amount of marijuana may
be consumed. A SoToxa
test reportedly showed
Poff’s saliva tested positive
for cannabis.

Wednesday, 8:01 a.m.,
James S. Jackson Construc-
tion, 1643 Harrison Plaza.
Construction trailer broken
into and the interior spray
painted and a fire extinguish-
er discharged.

Wednesday, 10:42 a.m.,
Bluffton Harrison Middle
School, 1500 Stogdill Road.
Students reported his airpods
were stolen.

Wednesday, 12:08 p.m.,
residence in the 400 block of
West Wiley Avenue. Burglar
alarm. Officers responded.
No sign of foul play found.

County:

Wednesday, 5:59 a.m.,
New Holland Tri-Coun-
ty. Burglar alarm. Deputy
responded. Possible evi-
dence of an extension cord

being tampered with was

found, but no other sign of

foul play was found.
ACCIDENTS

City:

Tuesday, 6:24 p.m.,
300W at Ind. 218. Darla
Arelland, 38, rural Markle,
thought the intersection
was a four-way stop and
drove her 2005 Chevro-
let Suburban north into
the intersection where it
crashed into an eastbound
2020 Kia Sportage driven
by Tamera Murray, 52,
Bluffton. Wells County
EMS, Liberty Township
Fire Rescue and Chester
Township Fire Depart-
ment first responders were
dispatched but no one was
trapped or injured. Damage
exceeded $10,000.

Tuesday, 8:22 p.m.,
8972N-500E, Ossian. Col-
lin M. Evans, 19, of that
address was backing a 2005
Ford F-350 pickup truck
out of the garage at the resi-
dence when he failed to see
a 2006 Chevrolet Suburban,
registered to Larry Gilly,
rural Bluffton, parked in the
driveway and backed into it.
Damage exceeded $1,000.

Tuesday, 8:38 p.m., Ind.
124 near 500E. Sandra
Andrews, 52, rural Deca-
tur, hit a deer with her 2008
Chevrolet Impala. Damage
to the car exceeded $2,500.

Wednesday, 7:15 a.m.,
Ind. 1 at U.S. 224. A 2013
Volkswagen Jetta, driven by
Reghan Plunkett, 17, Ossian,
hit a 2021 Chevrolet Sil-
verado from behind driven
by Michelle Holcomb, 46,
Ossian. Damage exceeded
$1,000.

Ossian:

Tuesday, 9:20 p.m., resi-
dence in the 200 block of
South Jefferson Street. Offi-
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cers responded to a verbal

altercation between a son

and his stepfather. The son

left before officers arrived.
FIRE RUNS

Monday, 9:37 p.m., 911
E. Spring St. residence of
David Croghan Jr. Oven on
fire. Fire out before firefight-
ers arrived.

Tuesday, 9:27 a.m.,
Linder Oil, 820 Industrial
Parkway. Smell of natural
gas in the area. Ossian Fire
Department dispatched.
Northern Indiana Public
Service Company contact-
ed.

Friday, 6:41 p.m., rental
house at 702 Clark Avenue.
Report of fire coming up
through the floorboards
in a room in the house.
Bluffton Fire Department
dispatched and Liberty
Township and Ossian fire
departments dispatched
for mutual aid but later
advised to disregard.
Source of the flames was
traced to a faulty electri-
cal outlet in the floor. The
breaker powering the outlet
was turned off. Firefighters
determined that the outlet
was not properly wired.
Tenants advised to contact
the landlord.

Saturday, 6:36 p.m.,
Sonlight Wesleyan Church,
2350S-Ind. 1. Skidsteer
loader caught fire in the
parking lot. Bluffton Fire
Department dispatched. A
sheriff’s deputy was the
first to arrive and used his
in-car fire extinguisher
to put out the fire. When
firefighters arrived, they
discovered that there was
straw packed up in the
engine compartment of the
vehicle. The smoldering
straw was pulled out and
extinguished with a water

can. The owner of the skid-
steer was Dustin Wilkerson
of rural Keystone.

Sunday, 5:38 p.m., 208
N. Oak St. apartment of
Kodi Hamilton. Smell of
natural gas in the apart-
ment. Bluffton Fire Depart-
ment responded. No gas
detected.

ARRESTS

Will Anthony Gregory,
26, Indianapolis; failure of
carriers of dangerous com-
municable diseases to warn
persons at risk, a Class B
misdemeanor. Bond set at
$1,000.

Amanda J. Dow, 37, rural
Warsaw; theft, wherein the
value of the property alleged
stolen is in excess of $750
but less than $50,000, a
Level 6 felony; counterfeit-
ing and application fraud, a
Level 6 felony; and fraud, a
Level 6 felony. Bond set at
$15,000.

Shawn Michael Collis,
29, Bluffton; probation vio-
lation. No bond set.

Raigan Ilene Harkinson,
22, rural Montpelier; driv-
ing while suspended, a Class
A misdemeanor. Bond set at
$1,500.

Angela Marie Smith,
42, Ossian; battery, crimi-
nal mischief and disorderly
conduct, all Class B misde-
meanors. Bond set at $4,000.
Bonded.

Dennis Allen Bower, 42,
rural Poneto; operating a
vehicle with an alcohol con-
centration equivalency of
.15 percent or more, a Class
A misdemeanor. Bond set at
$1,500. Bonded.

Brandon Tyler DeHart,
27, Bluffton; dealing in a
Schedule I, II, or III con-
trolled substance, a Level
5 felony. Bond set at
$10,000.
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A lawmaker’s
impossible task

I don’t remember when it first
occurred to me after arriving in Wash-
ington many years ago that at its heart,
being a member of Congress meant
never being entirely satisfied. And
that this state of affairs is baked into
our form of government. But despite
moments of immense fulfillment, it

remained a central tension throughout Lee
my time in office—as it has been for ,
most legislators since the founding of Hamilton
the Republic.

Our founders were
very clear about what Comments
they expected from the
leaders chosen to repre- = OXL Congress
sent the American people.

“Government is instituted for the common good...and
not for profit, honor or private interest of any one man,
family or class of men,” John Adams wrote. James Madi-
son was just as direct, writing in The Federalist that the
goal of a constitution like ours should be to put in office
people “who possess most wisdom to discern, and most
virtue to pursue the common good of the society.”

Politicians run for office for many reasons —ambi-
tion, ego, anger at the status quo, a broad but undefined
desire to serve... And for some, that ideal — pursuing the
common good—is front and center. This holds true for
many voters, too. I’ll never forget once running into an
elderly woman at the polls in Indiana and asking her if
she’d voted. She responded by saying to me, “I vote for
the candidate of my choice, but then I pray for the win-
ner. I want him or her to work not just for the few, but
for everyone.” That has always stuck with me as one of
the healthiest attitudes toward politics I've ever heard
expressed—and I'm confident plenty of voters feel the
same way.

The problem, of course, is that there is no single defi-
nition of “the common good.” We live in a country that,
instead, makes it possible for us to debate the question, to
change our minds, to evolve, and to move forward when
we can. But here’s the thing: The system is designed
to make it hard to move forward unless enough people
agree on an approach to command a majority. In other
words, they have to be able to find enough common
ground with others—even if they don’t like everything
involved in a given piece of legislation—that they can
prevail democratically.

This is not easy to do, as any legislator will tell you—
and as the entire country got a ringside seat for during
the House speakership battle at the beginning of the year.
For starters, of course, every member of Congress and
legislator comes to the job with her or his own beliefs,
attitudes, approaches, and red lines that can’t be crossed.
Finding common ground among one’s own colleagues is
hard enough.

And then there are the realities of the office: Constitu-
ents, party leaders, lobbyists, commentators— they all
have their opinions, too. When I served in Congress, it
was not unusual for me to have 15 appointments a day
with people who wanted me to vote their way, often on
some item involving the federal budget. Farmers came in
to speak about farm programs, businesspeople to focus
on business interests—their own and the economy in
general —and religious or nonprofit leaders to lobby for
support for their hard-pressed constituents. There was
nothing sinister or malicious about any of this. It’s how
the process of government works. But it makes the task
of finding enough common ground to move forward
extremely challenging.

So in the end, legislators are confronted with twin
tasks: discerning and then pursuing the common good,
and finding enough common ground with colleagues and
the public at large to make progress possible. Their job is
to find a way to do both: to think in terms of what’s best
for the country or their state or city, and then to weigh
each of the considerations and pleadings they confront
in that light. It’s tough work and no solution ever feels
perfect, but if you’re committed to the job, there’s always
another chance to edge closer to the ideal.

Lee Hamilton is a distinguished scholar with the IU School of
Global and International Studies. He was a
member of the U.S. House of Representatives for 34 years.

Today in History

By The Associated Press

Today is Thursday, Feb.
2, the 33rd day of 2023.
There are 332 days left in
the year.

Today’s Highlight in
History: On Feb. 2, 1990, in
a concession to South Afri-
ca’s Black majority, Presi-
dent F.W. de Klerk lifted a
ban on the African National
Congress and promised to
free Nelson Mandela.

On this date:

In 1536, present-day
Buenos Aires, Argentina,
was founded by Pedro de
Mendoza of Spain.

In 1653, New Amster-
dam (now New York City)
was incorporated.

In 1887, Punxsutawney,
Pa., held its first Groundhog
Day festival.

In 1913, New York City’s

rebuilt Grand Central Termi-
nal officially opened to the
public at 12:01 a.m..

In 1914, Charles Chap-
lin made his movie debut as
the comedy short “Making
a Living” was released by
Keystone Film Co.

In 1925, the legendary
Alaska Serum Run ended
as the last of a series of
dog mushers brought a life-
saving treatment to Nome,
the scene of a diphtheria
epidemic, six days after the
drug left Nenana.

In 1943, the remainder of
Nazi forces from the Battle
of Stalingrad surrendered to
the Soviets in World War II.

In 2006, House Republi-
cans elected John Boehner
of Ohio as their new major-
ity leader to replace the
indicted Tom DeLay.
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Police officers are human beings

Once again, the nation is traumatized by horrible
video of police brutally beating to death a Black
man. Need I note the victim was Black? Would
we be less or more traumatized if the victim were

white?

But the rule seems to be the victims are Black.

done what they did?

that video.”

Rep. Jim Jordan summed it up well say-
ing, “I don’t know there is anything you
can do to stop the kind of evil we saw in

Everyone sees there is a problem. Everyone
wants to fix it. But how?

The first question in the pursuit of a solution
invariably is, “What is wrong with the system?”

How about we start this time by asking a differ-
ent question. What is wrong with the men who did
it?

The shocking video certainly doesn’t give us the
whole story. What were the circumstances that lead
to the police apprehending this man, forcing him
defenseless on the ground and beating him to death?
Can we imagine any circumstance that would justify
this behavior?

Suppose somehow all this occurred under the
radar. That these policemen beat this man to death,
but no one found out about it.

Could they live with themselves? Could they just
go home to their families after doing a day’s work
without a second thought that their law enforcement
work left a man dead with little justification why
this happened?

We in the pro-life movement ask how women can
destroy the child in their womb and live with them-
selves. Those who rationalize it say they don’t see
this unborn child as life.

But can we say these police did not see Tyre
Nichols as a living man?

When these incidents get spun as racial, the
answer comes forth that racists do not see those
whom they hate as human. There was a historic data
point in this regard in our nation’s history in the
Dred Scott decision.

But in this case, the police officers were Black.

How about if we ask if each of those policemen
felt they live in a world with a Creator and that

Something very bad has happened in
our country.

This nation was founded as a free coun-
try under God, not as a “system.” The
Constitution is an operating manual creat-
ing the basic structure of government and
to assure that it would be kept limited and
not interfere with citizens taking personal
responsibility and living free.

Yes, it began with the horrible reality of slavery.
But this reflected the sin of man and not a system-
atic flaw in the country.

George Washington said it, and I quote him all
the time, that there is no freedom without religion.

But today we are going in the opposite direction.
We want to use courts and legislatures to produce
systematic answers to our lives rather than turning
to our parents and our pastors for eternal principles.
The answer is not in the system; it is in ourselves.

Regarding the police, they need more personal
responsibility for their behavior.

One path to this is getting rid of qualified immu-
nity, which shields them from exposure to lawsuits.
Qualified immunity allows police to violate consti-
tutional rights of others without concern they will
be sued. Per this judge-created doctrine, as long as
there is not another identical precedent, with all the
same facts, police are immune from being sued.

Unions protect policemen with a track record of
infractions, and then qualified immunity protection
allows them to go out and do it again.

This is the most important technical reform that
can improve police behavior.

But we must remember, good men will produce
good results even in a bad system.

But bad men, even in the most perfectly designed

Star
Parker

every human being is a creation made in that Cre-

ator’s image? If they believed this, could they have

system, will produce bad results.
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Hibiscus rehabilitation

Angelkeep had a
continuing practice of
picking up a nearly
deceased plant from one
of the local garden plant
vendors for an attempt
to resuscitate it back to life. It’s a bit
like providing the “kiss of life” back
into a plant which already had “one
foot in the grave” — grave meaning a
compost pile for vegetation.

Some may have called it a “good
Samaritan syndrome.” Some might
even have called Angelkeep a skin-
flint, taking advantage of extremely
low prices at the very moment a plant
teetered on the brink of life and death.

Of course, some attempts at reha-
bilitation failed, and the outcome
became a withered plant converting to
humus for a next attempt, plus there
was saved the small container of pot-
ting soil, the deceased plant’s life-giv-
ing sustenance while it did survive. It
added soil loosening attributes to the
clay earth at Angelkeep. Albeit, the
price reduction on a struggling plant
would be a high price paid if the end
result became nothing but a nursery
cup-size pot full of potting soil.

Angelkeep’s gardening thumb
rested inside in the warmth while
contemplating flora during these mid-
winter weeks of perennial growth.
How many flowers that should
survive Indiana winter actually will
wither and succumb to the brutality
of ice, snow, that bite of the north
wind, plus bitter cold? Which spot
will need a new plant, perhaps 2023’s
annual purchase of the forsaken
handicapped vegetation resting on
a wheeled cart in the spring garden
market marked “price reduced before
these plants breathe their last breath.”

Absolutely nothing was known
about the plant when purchased,
other than “how much can one loose
on a plant costing only $1, even

Angelkeep
Journals
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if it dies?” The
crinkled leaves
gave the impres-
sion it belonged to
the hibiscus group,
Angelkeep already
familiar with sev-
eral varieties of
hibiscus. This one
had a bud, might it yet open?

“N.D.H.,” the name given to the
plant brought home for emergency
rehabilitation, represented “Near
Death Hibiscus” and clearly showed
it needed emergency treatment with
no time to spare. A small garden
trowel replaced the electronic paddles
first responders used when a human
appeared in the condition in which
N.D H. found itself. No mouth-to-
mouth seemed relevant. Its appear-
ance demanded it be placed into the
ground immediately, but not six feet
below ground, as the case with the
truly deceased. N.D.H. had a fighting
chance, and it would receive it along
with liquid IV administered through
veins called roots.

Being an obvious member of
the hibiscus family, N.D.H. had
been interred in a patio whiskey
half-barrel, the house-side edge, the
shadier side of the planter. Hibiscus
known for thriving in less sun, when
placed in full sun, may have been a
health factor for N.D.H. Being what
appeared to be something of a bolter,
N.D.H. stood tall as compared to the
small drinking cup size container it
attempted survival within at the gar-
den store. There it obviously received
too much sun, causing the condition
N.D.H. found itself in when trans-
ferred to the sale trolley, also known
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Daugherty

as the garden plant hearse.

It’s alarming how many plants die
from less-than-adequate garden cen-
ter day care, and the public never gets
informed of the conspiratorial final
resting place, nor numbers, most like-
ly a mass grave of a compost variety.
Is there in reality a plant undertaking
business to take care of the wide-
spread floral and veggie potted plant
deaths? Are conciliatory words spo-
ken? When a full flat of plant deaths
occurred, and they then put to the
ground, was it then referred to as a
vegetation cemetery flat plot? Angel-
keep worried about such things after
realizing a personal age surpassed
any plant on Angelkeep land.

Now in February, peering out
the window with N.D H.’s whiskey
half-barrel home just feet away, but
looking forlorn in continuing variable
weather typical of Indiana winter,
its life again teetered on the brink of
survival. N.D H. had been given a
stake to lean on at the time of plant-
ing, and actually tied loosely to the
stake to assist its stand against the
wind. Hopefully the summer and
fall growth nourished its bones to
the point it could continue to fight
the good fight engaging the evils of
winter’s attempt to again send N.D.H.
near death’s door.

As was the custom of Angelkeep,
when a day’s planting ended in any
spring, all items newly set into the
ground received prayer, turning
their care over to God. Angelkeep
bypassed Mother Nature, going
right to the top — God — for a life-
preservation appeal. As it should be.
Today, from the warm Angelkeep liv-
ing room side of the window, N.D.H.
received a booster shot of prayer.

Prognosis? Good.

Mr. Daugherty is a Wells County resident

who, along with his wife Gwen, enjoy their
backyard and have named it “Angelkeep.”



LIFESTYLES

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2023 - The News-Banner - Page 5

A childhood friend'’s visit can truly warm the heart

I’m amazed as I see God at
work. He’s been working through
you, my friends, who have been
praying for us and supporting us
in countless ways over the past 10
months since Daddy Daniel was
called home to heaven.

This past week I was amazed
anew; yes, I think that is the best-
describing word I can find, for
what I felt as I chatted with a
friend, I knew well during our little
girl days when we lived in Ohio.

Our paths, however, had not
crossed in years.

After my family’s move to Illi-
nois, she would sometimes come
with her family to visit, we laughed
and played, making wonderful
memories together; time slipped
on, she moved to another state,
and our connection dwindled even
more. Imagine how elated 1 was
last week to learn that she will be
in the area and planned to stop at
our house on Friday afternoon.

The moment came at last. She
came beaming to the door, instant-
ly, we picked up in our relationship
where we had left off years before.
I knew only bits of her difficult life

The Amish
Cook

by Gloria

25 years ago, only now there
was an added softness as the
love of Jesus flowed through
her meaningfully.

Last night I was awake,
caring for a sick child, and

journey, so I asked how she really
was doing. I found myself listen-
ing intently as she spoke of heart-
aches she had gone through, and
no, there was not even a hint of
bitterness! I only noticed absolute
acceptance of the unfortunate situ-
ations that had been hurled at her.
Where there had been deep pain,
there was now a depth of total trust
in Someone greater than herself or
her circumstances.

The answers on how God
brought her through these valleys
were not wrapped in pretty precise
papers.

With keen interest, I observed
how they had sought the Lord and
he simply remained faithful and
provided for her over the rocky
years she endured, turning over
one stone after another. She still
talked and laughed a lot as she did

pondering over it all; some-
thing clicked in a new way.

More than all the right words
spoken by someone who cares,
is the simple presence of Jesus in
one’s life.

Without her even telling me that
we’ll make it through this valley of
having Daniel pass, I knew with a
conviction, deeper than ever, that
I was not a mistake and that God’s
plan for my life is sovereign. She
didn’t even tell us these things; she
only lived it.

I’m not expecting to get away
from trials and heartaches, but per-
haps more than I grasp, it’s up to us
how they affect us in the end.

The encouragement of seeing
God’s love lived out was rich, but
so is the encouragement and confi-
dence many of you have expressed
in God’s provision for us, no mat-
ter what.

Before my friend left she pulled

a book marker from her pocket and
softly said, “I decided it’s your turn
to have this. Remember, you sent it
to me a year ago?”

My eyes widened as I looked
at it; never would I have recalled
that I had sent it to her. It was a
little painting of Jesus wiping the
tears from a child’s eyes, bearing
the verse, “God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes.”

I was amazed once again, surely
God has ways of providing for us,
quietly and gently.

OK, as we wrap this up, I'll
leave you with a simple recipe for
barbecued meatballs. It’s the recipe
my mom always used when I was
a girl, and yes, it’s a perfect way
to show someone you love and
care about them. It’s OK to give
something as simple as barbecued
meatballs, you don’t need to wait
to share until you have the most
elegant dish! As Daniel used to say,
“You’ll get a lot more done for oth-
ers if you don’t wait to do it until
everything is perfect!

Barbecued Meatballs

3 pounds ground venison or

beef

1 3/4 cup milk

1 cup quick oats

1 cup cracker crumbs

2 eggs

1 teaspoon chili powder

1 teaspoon onion salt

1 teaspoon garlic salt

2 teaspoons salt

1/2 teaspoon black pepper

Barbecue Sauce

2 cups ketchup

3/4 cup brown sugar

1 tablespoon mustard

1 tablespoon vinegar

1 1/2 teaspoon liquid smoke

Instructions

In a large bowl, combine the
ground venison, milk, oats, cracker
crumbs, eggs, and seasonings. Mix
until the meat mixture is well-com-
bined. Shape the meat into 1 1/2
inch balls.

Place the balls on cookie sheets
and bake at 350°F until no longer
pink inside, approximately 15-20
minutes.

Mix ketchup, brown sugar, mus-
tard, vinegar, and liquid smoke
together.

Place meatballs in a roaster and
cover with barbecue sauce.

Payment apps:
Use them safely

By KIMBERLY PALMER
of NerdWallet

Scams are common on peer-to-peer pay-
ment apps, but you can keep your money
safe by avoiding questionable payment
requests that may be fraudulent, only send-
ing money to people you know and upgrad-
ing your privacy settings. While payment
apps are convenient, they also carry risks
if you use them without first vetting who
exactly you are sending money to. Scam art-
ists are growing increasingly sophisticated
in their attempts to trick consumers into
sending money, often impersonating finan-
cial institutions and creating a false sense of
urgency. Consumers can safely use payment
apps as long as they take precautions.

As a frequent PayPal user, I wasn’t sur-
prised to see a payment request on the app
pop up. But when I read it, I knew some-
thing was wrong.

In the message, a stranger asked me to
send them $699 in order to get a “refund.”
While I instantly recognized the request as
a scam, I still felt vulnerable; I didn’t imme-
diately see any obvious way to flag the
request as a scam, and with just one click, I
could have accidentally sent this stranger a
huge chunk of money.

I’m hardly alone in my worry over secu-
rity when using peer-to-peer payment apps:
According to a Pew Research Center sur-
vey published in September 2022, about
one-third of people who use payment apps
or websites say they are “a little or not at
all confident that payment apps or sites
keep people’s personal information safe
from hackers or unauthorized users.” And
an alarming 13 percent of people who have
ever used PayPal, Venmo, Zelle or Cash
App say they have made the mistake of
sending money to a scam artist.

Fraud prevention experts recommend
these strategies to keep your money safe.

ONLY SEND MONEY TO PEOPLE
YOU KNOW

Generally, peer-to-peer payment apps are
designed to send money between friends
— not strangers. If you use them to send
money to someone you don’t know, then
you put yourself at risk for fraud.

“You shouldn’t send money unless
you’ve met people in real life and know who
you are sending money to. If you do that,
and you’re careful in terms of what number
you are sending money to, these apps can be
a convenient, safe and efficient way to move
money,” says Paul Benda , senior vice presi-
dent of operational risk and cybersecurity at
the American Bankers Association, a trade
association for the banking industry.

USE CASH AND CREDIT CARDS
IN HIGHER-RISK SITUATIONS

If you need to exchange money for goods
or services with someone you don’t know,
the safest way to do that is through cash or
credit cards, says Axton Betz-Hamilton, an
assistant professor in the School of Health
and Consumer Sciences at South Dakota
State University and author of “The Less
People Know About Us,” a memoir about
identity theft.

Credit cards, for example, come with
fraud protection attached. “I want that pro-
tection, so I don’t use these apps,” she says.

While stolen cash can be harder to recov-
er, it may be covered by homeowners and
renters insurance policies (up to your poli-
cy’s limit and depending on your policy).

BE WARY OF TEXTS, CALLS OR
UNSOLICITED REQUESTS

Frauds are often perpetuated when scam
artists send a text, phone call or other kind of
message urging you to send money, perhaps

claiming you are
due a refund or
late on a bill.

“Fraudsters continue to get better at what
they do,” says Joel Williquette, senior vice
president of operational risk policy at Inde-
pendent Community Bankers of America,
a trade group for community banks. That
includes sending emails that are almost
indistinguishable from legitimate banking
emails.

A cybercriminal might impersonate the
IRS or FBI and ask you to send a peer-to-
peer payment immediately to satisfy a debt,
but Williquette says legitimate agencies will
never contact you by text or call your cell
phone with an urgent request for money.

“Typically, they will send you a letter,”
he says, and they don’t ask for payment
through apps or gift cards — another red
flag.

A fraudulent payment request sent on a
peer-to-peer payment app is “usually for a
small dollar amount and might even look
like it’s from a friend,” says Eva Velasquez,
president and CEO of the Identity Theft
Resource Center, a nonprofit organization.

Velasquez urges people to verify requests
first by double-checking they are sending
money to the correct person, adding that it’s
easier to fall for scams when you’re distract-
ed and multitasking.

UPGRADE YOUR CYBER
HYGIENE

Enabling two-factor authentication on
financial accounts, adding a pin lock to your
phone and using unique passwords that are
at least 12 characters long can help keep
you safe, Velasquez says.

In addition, she suggests setting your app
privacy settings to the most private option to
minimize the amount of information about
you that’s publicly available.

FLAG FRAUD ATTEMPTS

According to PayPal, if you receive a
payment request like the one I got, you
should cancel the request without paying.
Additionally, you can take a screenshot and
forward it to phishing@paypal.com. PayPal
adds that you should not reply, open links,
download attachments or call any phone
number included in the request.

If you mistakenly disclosed any finan-
cial or personal data to a scam artist, Pay-
Pal says you should change your password
immediately, alert your bank and report any
unauthorized payments to PayPal. You can
also report your fraud to the Federal Trade
Commission at reportfraud.ftc.gov, a gov-
ernment website that shares information
with law enforcement.

In my case, I followed the recommended
step of canceling the payment request and
never heard from my scam artist again. With
enhanced security steps in place, I plan to
continue to take advantage of the conve-
nience of PayPal and other payments apps
— and now I know what to do next time I
get an unsolicited payment request.

This column was provided to The Associ-
ated Press by the personal finance website
NerdWallet. Kimberly Palmer is a personal
finance expert at NerdWallet and author of
“Smart Mom, Rich Mom.” Email: kpalm-
er@nerdwallet.com. Twitter: @ KimberlyP-
almer.

RELATED LINKS

NerdWallet: Top peer-to-peer payment
apps: Pros, cons, and how to use them
https://bit ly/nerdwallet-peer-to-peer-mon-
ey-transfers

Federal Trade Commission: Report to
help fight fraud https://reportfraud ftc.gov/

‘Ice cream for breakfast’ at Toppings Saturday

The Toppings ice cream parlor will cel-
ebrate the annual Ice Cream for Breakfast-
Day by opening at 9 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 4.

Heyerly’s Bakery is also participating in
the event. Those coming in will receive a
donut and ice cream combo.

“Bring the kids, your friends, your neigh-
bors, your goldfish,” among others, the store
said in announcing the event. “Even bed-
heads are welcome.”

Toppings is at 135 W. Market St., at the
intersection of Market and Johnson streets.

February
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Come See Us for Your CBD Qil Needs

R Warren _‘Pﬁarmac_y@?
(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor|
222 N. Wayne St.,, Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist ® Melinda Daniels, RN
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. « Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

7(’/‘/‘/{ C7([('/1’

ssoccates

ASSISTING IN:
« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning
« Safe Money Ideas
+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

R _’jﬁﬁ % oFFicE 260-824-1618 « Corner of Main & Market « Bluffton, IN

Need Cash?

We Buy Cars & Trucks
Any Condition

CALL: 260-403-4646
Sure-FloSmess

5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Protection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

A-1 U-Stor

D Safe & Secure
— Self Storage
== 824-1846

~Safety Lighting *Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.al-ustor.com ZE
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

&2 AMISH CREW

will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

r. INDIANA FARM
@B. BUREAU INSURANCE"
YOUR LOCAL AGENTS
Bluffton Office: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place e Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton ¢ Matt Schweikhardt « Michael Towne

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In- =
T
Home Healthcare. S NAELA
Asyour guide through e
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

ELDER LAW
+ Medicaid Planning

« In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

s

GARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models « broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

MANUFACTURER OF METAL
ROOFING, SIDING & TRIM

HIDEAWRAY

BEER=BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K3 for our Events.

128 S Jonnson ST. *824-0455

AMISH

CONSTRUCTION

We specialize in
your Home Remodel
or New Homes

¢ Kitchen Cabinets
e Bathroom
* Vanities
e Metal Roofs
* Shingle Roofs
* Siding

Free Estimate
1-260-307-6355

Call or Text

Minnich’s

LAWN CARE

260-827-7524 cy 0

LANCASTER

Senior Apartments
1800 S. Wayne St. | Bluffton

» 1& 2 Bedrooms

= Maintenance Free
- All Ground-level

« Private Entrances
- Water Included

260824.5280

For those 62 + or
disabled, regardiess
of age.

TDD: 7-1-1

Primary

A

260-223-4276
Contracting, LLC Estimates

Decks * Garages * Pole Barns * Siding * Remodeling
Metal and Shingle Roofing * Storm Damage *Trim Wood Working and more!

Owner - Edwin Wickey

Free

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service
Charles Miller-Electrican

E
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

COMPETITIVE RATES!
For as

little as .. 1 PER ISSUE

YOUR BUSINESSIN 82&)224
THE NEWS-BANNER " 2108

Mar. deadline is
& Tues, Feb.21!

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK! www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/news-banner
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Frustrations build in

Tigers loss to Panthers A

By RYAN WALKER

A slow start, fouls, and
shooting woes were all a
part of a mixed bag of frus-
trations for Bluffton’s boys’
basketball team’s 60-55 loss
to Eastbrook Wednesday
night.

“Our initial start to the
game wasn’t good enough,”
head coach of the Tigers
Karl Grau said after the
game. “We didn’t come out
with the right focus of inten-
sity to be able to be compet-
itive, and it started from the
very beginning of the game.
We never really recovered
from that, and that’s the dif-
ference in the game.”

The start he’s referenc-
ing is the 8-0 jump from the
Panthers (5-11) and forced
coach Grau to use a timeout
in the first four minutes of
the game.

Finally, forward Hunter
Wenger got Bluffton (2-14)
on the scoreboard with a
pair of buckets and a free
throw, but the rest of the
team went an ice-cold 0-9
from the floor. Eastbrook
had an eight-point lead at
the end of the first quarter.

Oddly enough, the Tigers
outscored the Panthers for
the rest of the way. Wenger
would score seven more
in the second quarter, but
another problem would arise
— foul trouble.

The Panthers only made
six shots in the first half, but
seven points would come

from the charity stripe cour-
tesy by the Tigers’ eight
fouls. By the end of the
game, they had 23 fouls
which translated to 18 total
points for Eastbrook.

Conversely, coach Grau’s
team could not get to the
line, and when they did,
they couldn’t make them as
they went 1-5 for the game.
Grau would not use the foul
differential as an excuse,
however.

“When we’re out of posi-
tion, we don’t put ourselves
in the spot to get a good
stop,” he said. “We won’t
get fouls, so that was really
frustrating was that, again,
we just didn’t do enough
things to put ourselves in a
position to win that game.”

Through the slow start
and the foul issues, Bluff-
ton still had a chance to
win the game at several
spots in the second half. In
the third quarter, the Tigers
cut it down to two points
after Tucker Jenkins and
Wenger split buckets. Only
that would spark a 7-0 run
by the Panthers and slowed
momentum for the Tigers.

On the offensive side of
the floor, Jenkins picked up
his second foul on a charge
call, but that might have
been the spark he needed.
Before the call, the Tigers’
leading scorer had to sit on
the bench for an early foul
and also being shut down
from the zone defense East-

brook was running.

On the ensuing posses-
sion, the Panthers drove
the lane for what looked to
be an easy bucket. Jenkins
then trailed the ball, and as
the shot was being taken, he
smacked it off the glass for
a powerful block and got the
Tigers’ bench roaring.

The junior was on a mis-
sion, scoring the next three
shots he took and snagging
rebound after rebound. He
was a near-perfect 8-9 in
the second half and finished
with nine boards for his
club.

The effort got his team
within four points early in
the fourth quarter, but fouls
came back to haunt the
Tigers (again).

Nearly every time Bluff-
ton would get a bucket,
Eastbrook would get fouled
and head to the line. The
Panthers scored 13 of its 24
points from the stripe, most
of them coming before the
one-minute mark.

The lead was never
below three points after the
six-minute mark due to all
the answers the Panthers
had.

“We made some runs,
we got close a couple times
— we cut it to two or three
a couple times — but we
could never get over the
hump because we couldn’t
get the stop. That was the
frustrating part,” Grau said.

Jenkins had a team-high

High School Calendar

MONDAY, Feb. 6

THURSDAY, Feb. 2

BOYS BASKETBALL: Jay County at

Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.

SWIM & DIVE (CO-ED): Bluffton, Norwell
at Sectionals (at Jay County), 5:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, Feb. 3

GIRLS BASKETBALL: (sectional) Peru at
Norwell, 6 p.m.; Adams Central at Bluffton, 6 p.m.;
Lakeland Christian at Southern Wells, 6 p.m.

SATURDAY, Feb 4

BOYS BASKETBALL: Norwell at Columbia
City, 1:30 p.m.; Bluffton at Heritage, 2:30 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL: (sectional): TBD

SWIM & DIVE: (girls sectional): Bluffton,

Norwell at Jay County, 1 p.m.

WRESTLING: (regionals) Norwell, Bluffton,
Southern Wells at Jay County, 8:30 a.m.

SWIM & DIVE (boys only): Adams Central

& Snider at Norwell, 6 p.m.

TUESDAY, Feb. 7
BOYS BASKETBALL: Norwell at Heritage,

7:30 p.m.; Southern Wells at Elwood, 7:30 p.m.

SWIM & DIVE (boys only): Huntington
North at Bluffton, 5:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, Feb. 8

No events scheduled.

p.m.

THURSDAY, Feb. 9

No events scheduled.

FRIDAY, Feb. 10

BOYS BASKETBALL: Huntington North
at Norwell, 7:45 p.m.; Bluffton at Northfield,
7:30 p.m.; Southern Wells at Woodlan, 7:30

Tom Brady retires at age 45

By FRED GOODALL
AP Sports Writer
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) —
This time, Tom Brady says
he’s done for good.
The seven-time Super
Bowl winner

ing, I figured I’d just press
record and let you guys
know first,” Brady says in
the video. “I won’t be long-
winded. You only get one
super emotional retirement
essay and I used

with New Eng- mine up last
land and Tampa year.

Bay announced - “I really
his retirement thank you guys
from the NFL — so much, to
on Wednesday, V every single
exactly one ' one of you for
year after first “ supporting me.
saying his play- My family, my
ing days were Tom Brady friends, team-

over, by posting
a brief video last-
ing just under one minute on
social media.

Unlike last winter,
though, the most success-
ful quarterback in league
history, as well as one of
the greatest athletes in team
sports, said his decision was
final.

“Good morning guys. 'l
get to the point right away,”
Brady says as the message
begins. “I’'m retiring. For
good.”

He briefly retired after
the 2021 season but wound
up coming back for one
more year with the Bucca-
neers. He retires at age 45,
the owner of virtually every
meaningful NFL passing
record in an unprecedented
23-year career.

A year ago when he
retired, it was in the form
of a long Instagram post.
But about six weeks later,
he decided to return for one
more run, citing “unfinished
business” after an early
playoff exit.

The Buccaneers — with
whom he won a Super Bowl
two seasons ago — made
the playoffs again this sea-
son, losing in their playoff
opener. And at the time, it
begged the question about
whether Brady would play
again.

Only a couple of weeks
later, he has given the
answer.

“I know the process was
a pretty big deal last time, so
when [ woke up this morn-

mates, my com-

petitors. I could
go on forever. There’s too
many. Thank you guys for
allowing me to live my
absolute dream. I wouldn’t
change a thing. Love you
all.”

Brady is the NFL’s career
leader in yards passing
(89,214) and touchdowns
(649). He is the only player
to win more than five Super
Bowls and has been MVP
of the game five times. He
also holds marks for regu-
lar-season wins (251), Super
Bowl appearances (10),
playoff games and wins (48,
35), as well as playoff yards
(13,400) and TDs (88).

“Tom’s legacy is
unmatched in the history
of this game. All the Super
Bowl titles and statistical
records speak for them-
selves, but the impact he
had on so many people
through the years is what 1
appreciate the most,” Buc-
caneers general manager
Jason Licht said.

“His imprint on this orga-
nization helped take us to
the mountaintop. We will
certainly miss him as our
quarterback, but I will also
miss him as a leader and
friend,” Licht added. “Our
entire organization is indebt-
ed to him for what he pro-
vided us over the past three
years. We won’t ever forget
the wins or the accolades,
and his influence will be felt
for years to come.”

Brady announced his
retirement one day after

attending the premiere of
“80 for Brady” — which
comes out Friday — in Los
Angeles. The movie tells
the story of four lifelong
friends, played by Lily Tom-
lin, Jane Fonda, Rita More-
no and Sally Field, who
went to a Super Bowl to see
Brady play.

He was asked Tues-
day night whether he felt a
connection working with
women — the four stars
range in age from 76 to 91
— who don’t want to retire.

“They’re working hard
and they love it. So good
for them,” Brady told The
Associated Press. “You
know, it’s just that’s what
life is about. You got to, you
know, wake up every day
with a purpose. And when
you find something you love
to do, you know, it’s hard
to stop. You really enjoy it.
And there’s a lot of aspects
that you do enjoy. So they
still bring it at this age. It’s
really unbelievable to watch
them on set and how much
energy they have. And I cer-
tainly was inspired by them
and learned a lot of lessons
on this whole experience.”

Famously underrated
coming into the NFL. — he
was picked 199th in the
2000 draft by the Patriots,
behind six other quarter-
backs, three kickers and a
punter — Brady certainly
wasn’t expected to become
synonymous with greatness.
He played in one game as a
rookie, completing one of
three passes for six yards.

The next year, it all
changed.

Brady took over as the
Patriots’ starter, the team
beat the St. Louis Rams in
the Super Bowl that capped
the 2001 season and he and
New England coach Bill
Belichick were well on their
way to becoming the most
successful coach-QB duo in
football history.

More Super Bowl wins
came after the 2003 and
2004 seasons. The Patriots
returned to football’s moun-

(Continued on Page 7)
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Tiger senior Sam Baumgartner (right) shoots over Panther defender Weston James (left) in a

game at the Tiger Den Wednesday night. (Photo by Ryan Walker)

18 points, Wenger had 16,
and Kaden Grau put up 14
in the loss.

The junior varsity team
won 68-30 Declan Grieser
led the way with 13 points,
Cam Williams added 12,
and Jordan Fear had 10.

The freshman team won
41-10, led by Coleson Tee-
ple’s 15 points, Marshall
Gerber had eight, and Eli
Bertsch had seven.

Bluffton will be back in

conference action at Heri-
tage starting at 2:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb 4.

sports@news-banner.com

EASTBROOK 60, BLUFFTON 55
At Bluffton High School

EASTBROOK (5-11): Nathan Miller
4-13 3-7 13, Landyn Castillo 4-9 5-9
13, Weston Jones 3-10 0-0 6, Bodie
Howell 3-6 7-8 13, Eli Martin 2-2 0-0 4,
Cooper Craw 1-3 3-4 5, Eli Reed 0-0
0-0 0. TOTALS: 17-43 18-28 60

BLUFFTON (2-14): Tucker Jenkins
9-14 0-1 18, Hunter Wenger 7-15 1-4
16, Kaden Grau 6-16 0-0 14, Fletcher
Wenger 1-3 0-0 2, Sam Baumgartner
2-5 0-0 4, Hutch Craighead 0-5 0-0

0, Andrew Hunt 0-2 0-0 0, Eli Garrett
0-2 0-0 0, Nolan Lambert 0-0 0-0 0.
TOTALS: 25-62 1-5 55

Eastbrook 13 12 11 24 — 60

Bluffton 5 14 12 24 —55

Three-point FG: Eastbrook 2-11
(Miller 2-7, James 0-1, Castillo 0-1,
Craw 0-1, Howell 0-1), Bluffton 3-26
(Grau 2-9, H. Wenger 1-3, Baumgart-
ner 0-2, Craighead 0-3, Hunt 0-2,
Jenkins 0-3, Garrett 0-2, F. Wenger
0-2). Rebounds: Eastbrook 28 (James
9, Miller 5, Castillo 5, Howell 5, Craw
2, Martin 2), Bluffton 29 (Jenkins 9, H.
Wenger 9, Baumgartner 5, F. Wenger
3, Grau 2, Garrett 2, Craighead 1).
Turnovers: Eastbrook 7, Bluffton
7. Fouls: Eastbrook 5, Bluffton 23.
Fouled Out: Bluffton: Garrett, H.
Wenger. Technicals: None.

All four Tigers Middle
School basketball teams
win ACAC tournaments

All four Bluffton Middle School basket-
ball teams won the Allen County Athletic
Conference tournament Wednesday night.

Yes, the eighth-grade and seventh-grade
boys’ and girls’ teams all were victorious in
their respective championship games. The
feat was capitalized with a police escort
back to Bluffton High School, followed by a

line of honking cars.

In the eighth-grade boys’ game, the Tigers
defeated Adams Central 42-21. The team
was led by Axton Beste’s 15 points, fol-
lowed by Jonah Geisel (13), Jared Moser (8),
Abram Gehrett (4), and Chanley Shaw (2).

The eighth-grade girls’ team won over

Jay County 36-27. Sophie Eisenhut led the
way with 15 points, followed by Isla Gibson
(8), Madelyn Funk (5), Allie Koby (4), and
Addison Yates and Ella Borror (2).

The seventh-grade boys’ team won
35-32. Leading the way for the Tigers were
Reid Abbett and Gavin Grieser’s 10 points
each, followed by Dawson Lee (6), Ben-

nett Stoller (4), Rafe Gerber (3), and Andy

Baumgartner (2).

The seventh-grade girls’ won 36-30 over
Jay County. Leading the way was Khloe
Dick with nine points, followed by Grace
Fry and Bridget Steffen (8), Krista Blair (6),
Kamryn Ault (3), and Ava Trexler (2).

Gillis scores 29, Boilermakers
rolls past the Nittany Lions

By MICHAEL MAROT
AP Sports Writer
WEST LAFAYETTE,
Ind. (AP) — Mason Gil-
lis routinely demonstrates
his shoot-

strategy of trying a zone
defense to negate the 7-foot-
4 Edey.
Gillis made sure the
game plan backfired on his
old coach.

ing prowess
at Purdue’s
practices.
0] n
Wednesday
night, the
roaring, sell-

<My
opening
statement
is going
to be very
succinct,”
said Penn

out crowd
at Mackey
Arena finally got a glimpse,
t0o.

The third year forward
made an arena record nine
3-pointers and finished with
a career high 29 points to
lead the top-ranked Boil-
ermakers to an 80-60 rout
over Penn State.

“Honestly to me, it
doesn’t feel like I did any-
thing different. I just hit a
couple shots and they kept
falling,” Gillis said. “T kind of
hesitate sometimes in games,
but the first couple ones went
in and I said, ‘I'm just going
to keep taking them.””

Nobody complained. Gil-
lis, Zach Edey said, made
his job of recording an 18th
double-double this season
easy. Edey had 18 points
and 13 rebounds as the Big
Ten-leading Boilermakers
(22-1, 11-1) made a season-
best 14 3s and won their
ninth in a row.

But to many, Gillis’
incredible game seemed to
come out of the blue. Until
Wednesday, he had never
made more than three 3s in
a game or scored more than
14 points. Then suddenly,
there he was making 10 of
14 shots and nine of 12 from
beyond the arc, thanks in
part to the Nittany Lions’

State coach
Micah
Shrewsberry, who was an
assistant at Purdue before
taking the Nittany Lions job
two years ago. “Best team
in the country, best player
in the country, best coach in
the country.”

Seth Lundy had 18 points
to lead the Nittany Lions
(14-8, 5-6), who have lost
six straight in the series and
all four during Shrewsber-
ry’s tenure.

Purdue, the only Power
Five team left with fewer
than two losses, looked like
it would run away early
when it used a 9-0 run to
build a 23-13 lead. But Penn
State scored the final five
points of the first half to
close to 35-29.

Then, after Jalen Pickett
opened the second half with
a layup, Gillis answered
with a flurry. He made three
straight 3s to give Purdue a
44-31 lead, and after Penn
State called timeout, Gillis
made a mid-range jumper
and Ethan Morton added
another 3 to make it 49-31.

The Nittany Lions never
recovered as Purdue pulled
away and extended the mar-
gin to as much as 26.

“We’re not worried about
results, we’re pretty process
driven,” Gillis said. “But it

definitely felt amazing.”
BIG PICTURE

Penn State: Shrewsberry
was the first Matt Painter
assistant to return to Mack-
ey with a different team. It
might go down as a pretty
forgettable experience. But
the Nittany Lions for an
improving team, there are
going to be some bumpy
obstacles along the way.

Purdue: The Boilermak-
ers showed just how much
firepower they possess —
in addition to Edey. When
Edey’s supporting cast plays
this way, Purdue is almost
unbeatable.

POLL IMPLICATIONS

The Boilermakers left
nothing to doubt after
becoming the first Power
Five team to earn unani-
mous No. 1 selections in
consecutive years in 20
years. Now comes the
hard part — adding a win
at archrival, No. 21 Indi-
ana, the Big Ten preseason
favorite, to the resume.

TEAMING UP

Shrewsberry and Painter
wore T-shirts to promote
Project 44, an initiative to
expand bone marrow reg-
istries. It honors the late
Andrew Smith, who played
on Butler’s two Final Four
teams when Shrewsberry
was an assistant there. Smith
died in January 2016 at age
25 after a two-year battle
with cancer and a bone mar-
row transplant gave Smith
and his wife, Samantha,
three additional months
together.

UP NEXT

Purdue: Begins a stretch
of three road trips in four
games with perhaps the
toughest of all — Saturday
against the Hoosiers.
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News-Banner Scoreboard Super Bowl features matchup
of 1st and 2nd team All-Pro QBs

BASKETBALL
High School

Wednesday Girls’ Scores
Sectional First Round

Class 1A

50. Culver

Argos 62, Culver 58, 30T
Westville 38, S. Bend Trinity 29

57. Bloomfield

Bloomfield 71, Bloomington Light-
house 32

Clay City 48, White River Valley 47
60. Southwestern (Shelby)
Morristown 53, Edinburgh 17

S. Decatur 56, Oldenburg 49

61. Borden

Rock Creek Academy 52, Christian
Academy 42

W. Washington 70, S. Central (Eliza-
beth) 62

63. Springs Valley

Barr-Reeve 63, Shoals 40

Orleans 55, Washington Catholic 11
64. Tecumseh

Dubois 58, Evansville Christian 25
Class 2A

33. Andrean

Andrean 59, Lake Station 54

llliana Christian 56, Bowman Acad-
emy 22

39. Blackford

Blackford 68, Eastern (Greentown) 35
Tipton 49, Taylor 11

40. Wapahani

Wes-Del 41, Muncie Burris 18
Winchester 47, Monroe Central 27
44, Greencastle

Parke Heritage 68, N. Putnam 43
Riverton Parke 57, S. Putnam 37
46. Austin

Austin 49, Clarksville 21
Southwestern (Hanover) 45, Hen-
ryville 35

47. Eastern Greene

Paoli 46, N. Daviess 31

48. Forest Park

Forest Park 41, N. Posey 25

S. Spencer 43, Crawford Co. 36
Class 3A

17. Griffith

Hammond Noll 65, Calumet Christian

Hanover Central 65, River Forest 30
21. Ft. Wayne Concordia

Ft. Wayne Concordia 62, Leo 51
Garrett 41, Angola 32

22. Benton Central

Benton Central 54, Western 47
Rensselaer 57, Frankfort 12

23. Norwell

Bellmont 57, Oak Hill 21
Northwestern 69, Mississinewa 32
24. Hamilton Heights

Frankton 67, Delta 33

Yorktown 70, New Castle 37

25. Lebanon

Danville 53, Crawfordsville 16
Tri-West 61, Monrovia 53

26. Owen Valley

Edgewood 50, W. Vigo 27

Indian Creek 44, Owen Valley 31
29. Rushville

Franklin Co. 51, Batesville 39
Rushville 55, Greensburg 53

31. Princeton

Princeton 52, Pike Central 31
Southridge 50, Heritage Hills 31
Class 4A

1. Lake Central

Lake Central 60, E. Chicago Central
15

Munster 56, Merrillville 52

2. Lowell

Chesterton 45, Lowell 30
Valparaiso 40, Crown Point 34

3. Plymouth

Michigan City 56, LaPorte 41
Plymouth 79, S. Bend Riley 20

9. Mt. Vernon (Fortville)

Anderson 63, Muncie Central 52
New Palestine 45, Richmond 27

10. Lawrence Central

Indpls Attucks 54, Indpls Tech 49
Warren Central 60, Lawrence Central
58

11. Southport

Decatur Central 53, Indpls Roncalli 52
Franklin Central 53, Indpls Perry
Meridian 29

15. Bedford North Lawrence
Bedford N. Lawrence 51, Jennings
Co. 38

Wednesday Boys’ Scores

Austin 49, Clarksville 21

Christel House Manual 63, Indpls
Tindley 55

Eastbrook 60, Bluffton 55

Ev. Day 67, Vincennes Rivet 32

Ft. Wayne Concordia 62, Leo 51
Garrett 41, Angola 32

Michigan City Marquette 79, Knox 67
Monroe Central 65, Union (Modoc) 15
Tecumseh 83, Evansville Christian 65
W. Vigo 56, Marshall, Ill. 44

College

Wednesday, Feb. 1

EAST

Army 71, Lehigh 69

Bryant 71, Maine 53

Bucknell 78, American 71
Creighton 63, Georgetown 53
Holy Cross 82, Boston U. 70

La Salle 75, George Washington 64
Mass.-Lowell 66, Albany (NY) 50
Navy 53, Lafayette 34

New Hampshire 74, NJIT 67, OT
Rutgers 90, Minnesota 55

Saint Joseph’s 64, Rhode Island 50
Seton Hall 84, St. John’s 72
UMBC 69, Binghamton 55
SOUTH

Auburn 94, Georgia 73

Campbell 78, SC-Upstate 66
ETSU 77, Wofford 52

Florida 67, Tennessee 54

Furman 79, Chattanooga 58
Gardner-Webb 67, Charleston South-
ern 59

George Mason 70, UMass 59
Louisville 68, Georgia Tech 58
Murray St. 83, Belmont 82
Pittsburgh 65, North Carolina 64
Radford 67, Presbyterian 59
Samford 85, W. Carolina 77

South Florida 71, East Carolina 63
St. Bonaventure 66, Richmond 62
Winthrop 76, Longwood 74
MIDWEST

Bethel (Minn. ) 85, Hamline 67
Bradley 62, S. lllinois 52

Calvin 84, Kalamazoo 51
Cincinnati 81, Tulsa 55

Brady retires

(Continued from Page 6)

taintop for a fourth time
in Brady’s era a decade later
to cap the 2014 season, the
start of three more titles in a
span of five years.

He signed with Tampa
Bay in free agency in 2020
and added a seventh Super
Bowl ring to his collection
in his first season with his
new team. The Bucs and
won 37 games (including
postseason) with Brady at
quarterback — third most
in the league over the past
three seasons behind Kansas
City (46) and Buffalo (41).

“I think I’ve been on the
record dozens of times say-
ing there’s no quarterback
I’d rather have than Tom
Brady, and I still feel that
way,” Belichick said in 2021
— shortly before Tampa
Bay, with Brady, came to
New England and beat the

Eureka 85, Blackburn 69
Greenville 86, Webster 84
Huntington 77, Taylor 57

lllinois St. 68, Ill.-Chicago 62, OT
Indiana St. 83, Evansville 65

John Carroll 91, Heidelberg 82
Marietta 68, Muskingum 65
Marquette 73, Villanova 64
Missouri St. 76, Valparaiso 67, OT
Mount Union 102, Baldwin Wallace 69
Olivet 92, Adrian 82

Otterbein 75, Ohio Northern 58
Purdue 80, Penn St. 60

Spalding 63, Fontbonne 48

St. Mary’s (Minn.) 66, St. Olaf 65
Trine 65, Albion 41

Wabash 89, DePauw 79
Wilmington (Ohio) 76, Capital 73
Wis.-La Crosse 82, Wis.-Platteville 67
Wooster 77, Kenyon 53

Xavier 85, Providence 83, OT
FAR WEST

Sam Houston St. 67, Texas Rio
Grande Valley 65

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
L Pct GB
Boston 37 15 712 —
Philadelphia 33 17 .660 3
Brooklyn 31 20 .608 5%
New York 27 25 519 10
Toronto 23 30 434 14%
Southeast Division
L Pct GB

Miami 29 23 .558 —
Atlanta 25 26 .490 3%
Washington 24 26 .480 4
Orlando 20 32 .385 9
Charlotte 15 37 .288 14
Central Division

W L Pct GB
Milwaukee 34 17 .667 —
Cleveland 31 22 585 4
Indiana 24 28 462 10%
Chicago 23 27 460 10%
Detroit 13 39 250 21%
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

w Pct GB
Memphis 32 19 .627 —
Dallas 27 25 519 5%
New Orleans 26 26 .500 6%
San Antonio 14 38 .269 18%
Houston 13 38 .255 19
Northwest Division

W L Pct GB
Denver 35 16 .686 —
Minnesota 28 26 .519 8%
Utah 27 26 .509 9
Portland 25 26 .490 10

Oklahoma City 24 27 .471 11
Pacific Division

L Pct GB
Sacramento 29 21 .580 —
L.A. Clippers 29 25 .537 2
Phoenix 27 25 519 3
Golden State 26 25 .510 3%
L.A. Lakers 24 28 462 6

Tuesday’s Games

Miami 100, Cleveland 97

L.A. Clippers 108, Chicago 103
Milwaukee 124, Charlotte 115

L.A. Lakers 129, New York 123, OT
Denver 122, New Orleans 113
Wednesday’s Games
Philadelphia 105, Orlando 94
Portland 122, Memphis 112
Boston 139, Brooklyn 96
Sacramento 119, San Antonio 109
Houston 112, Oklahoma City 106
Minnesota 119, Golden State 114, OT
Utah 131, Toronto 128

Washington at Detroit, ppd

Atlanta at Phoenix, late
Thursday’s Games

L.A. Lakers at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Memphis at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
Miami at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Charlotte at Chicago, 8 p.m.

New Orleans at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Golden State at Denver, 9 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Milwaukee, 10 p.m.
Friday’s Games

Charlotte at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Portland at Washington, 7 p.m.
Sacramento at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Phoenix at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
Orlando at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Philadelphia at San Antonio, 8 p.m.
Toronto at Houston, 8 p.m.

Atlanta at Utah, 9 p.m.

Saturday’s Games

Washington at Brooklyn, 6 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at New York, 7 p.m.
Phoenix at Detroit, 7 p.m.

Houston at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Miami at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.
Portland at Chicago, 8 p.m.

Dallas at Golden State, 8:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Denver, 9 p.m.

FOOTBALL
NFL

Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 29

AFC

Kansas City 23, Cincinnati 20
NF

Philadelphia 31, San Francisco 7
Super Bowl

Sunday, Feb. 12

At Glendale, Ariz.

Philadelphia vs. Kansas City, 6:30
p.m. (FOX)

HOCKEY
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA

Boston 5139 7 583192 111
Toronto 523113 8 70175141
Tampa Bay 483215 1 65175141
Buffalo 5026 20 4 56186170
Florida 5224 22 6 54178183
Ottawa 5024 23 3 51151159
Detroit 482119 8 50145160
Montreal 512027 4 44134189

Metropolitan Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Carolina 5134 9 8 76173136
New Jersey 4932 13 4 68171131
N.Y. Rangers 4927 14 8 62157 129
Washington 5327 20 6 60166 152
Pittsburgh 4924 16 9 57161153
N.Y. Islanders5225 22 5 55148 144
Philadelphia 512121 9 51142162

Columbus 511532 4 34131198
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA

Dallas 5128 13 10 66173133
Winnipeg 523219 1 65167137
Minnesota 4827 17 4 58151138
Colorado 4827 18 3 57151133
Nashville 4824 18 6 54137 141
St. Louis 512325 3 49156185
Arizona 5016 28 6 38131177
Chicago 481529 4 34118176

Pacific Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA

Seattle 4929 15 5 63177 151
Los Angeles 5328 18 7 63173183
Vegas 512918 4 62160 148
Edmonton 5028 18 4 60187 163
Calgary 5024 17 9 57160153
Vancouver 492026 3 43166 196
San Jose 511525 11 41157196
Anaheim 5016 29 5 37125205

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point
for overtime loss. Top three teams in
each division and two wild cards per
conference advance to playoffs.
Tuesday’s Games

Ottawa 5, Montreal 4

Carolina 5, Los Angeles 4, OT
Washington 4, Columbus 3, OT
Wednesday’s Games

Carolina 5, Buffalo 1

Boston 5, Toronto 2

Thursday’s Games

No games scheduled

Friday’s Games

No games scheduled

Saturday’s Games

Central All-Stars at Pacific All-Stars,
3p.m.

Metropolitan All-Stars at Atlantic All-
Stars, 4 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS

Wednesday’s Transactions
BASEBALL

Major League Baseball

American League

HOUSTON ASTROS — Agreed to
terms with RHP Ty Buttrey on a minor
league contract.

National League

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Named
Danny Lehmann bench coach, Aaron
Bates hitting coach and Bob Green field
coordinator.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Named
Delino DeShields manager for Harris-
burg (EL). Named Rafael Ozuna man-
ager/infield and Cody Ransom infield
coordinator for the Dominican Summer
League.

Minor League Baseball

Frontier League

EMPIRE STATE GREYS — Signed 3B
Josue Herrera.

QUEBEC CAPITALES — Released C
Jeffry Parra.

BASKETBALL

National Basketball Association
PHOENIX SUNS — Re-signed G
Saben Lee. Waived G Duane Wash-
ington Jr.

Women’s National Basketball Asso-
ciation

ATLANTA DREAM — Re-signed F Nia
Coffey and GA.D. Durr.

FOOTBALL

National Football League

NFL — Placed Philadelphia Eagle G
Josh Sills on the Commissioner Exempt
List.

Canadian Football League

WINNIPEG BLUE BOMBERS — Signed
DBs Deuce Wallace and Jacob Janke.
HOCKEY

National Hockey League

BUFFALO SABRES — Assigned F Matej
Pekar from Rochester (AHL) to Cincin-
nati (ECHL).

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS —
Assigned Ds Tim Berni and Marcus Bjork
to Cleveland (AHL).

DETROIT RED WINGS — Terminated
the contract of G Jussi Olkinuora.
FLORIDA PANTHERS — Reassigned
RW Serron Noel from Charlotte (AHL) to
Florida (ECHL).

LOS ANGELES KINGS — Reassigned
D Tobias Bjornfot, C Alex Turcotte and
LW Samuel Fagemo to Ontario (AHL).
MONTREAL CANADIENS — Returned
C Alex Belzile and RW Jesse Ylonen to
Laval (AHL).

VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS — Reas-
signed D Peter DeLiberatore and C
Mason Primeau from Henderson (AHL)
to Savannah (ECHL).

WASHINGTON CAPITALS — Reas-
signed C Alexei Protas to Hershey (AHL).
American Hockey League
BELLEVILLE SENATORS — Returned F
Joe Carroll to Orlando (ECHL).
MILWAUKEE ADMIRALS — Released
RW Cam Hausinger from a professional
tryout contract (PTO).

ONTARIO REIGN — Returned F Hank
Crone to Allen (ECHL).

ROCKFORD ICEHOGS — Returned D
Cliff Watson to Indy (ECHL).

ECHL

ADIRONDACK THUNDER — Signed

D Cory Dennis. Placed Fs Sebastian
Vidmar and Yannick Turcotte on injured
reserve. Placed D Ivan Chukarov on the
commissioner’s exempt list.

ALLEN AMERICANS — Activated D Dal-
ton Gally from reserve. Placed D Dalton
Skelly on reserve.

CINCINNATI CYCLONES — Activated
Fs Lee Lapid and Louis Caporusso from
reserve. Placed Fs Philip Lagunov and
Cody Caron on reserve.

FLORIDA EVERBLADES — Placed D
Josh Victor on reserve. Placed D Lukas
Kaelble on injured reserve.

FORT WAYNE KOMETS — Traded D
Max Balinson to Orlando.

INDY FUEL — Signed F Jared Thomas.
IOWA HEARTLANDERS — Signed F
Jordan Martin. Traded F Cole Stallard to
Savannah.

ORLANDO SOLAR BEARS — Placed F
Brayden Guy on reserve. Traded D Clark
Hiebert to Reading.

SOCCER

Major League Soccer

LOS ANGELES FC — Announced F
Cristian Arango transferred to Pachuca
(Mexico Liga MX).

National Women'’s Soccer League
HOUSTON DASH — Acquired D Court-
ney Petersen and a natural third round
2024 draft pick from Orlando in exchange
for $65,000 in general allocation money
(GAM).

Patriots in a game dubbed
“The Return.” “I was very
lucky to have Tom as the
quarterback, to coach him,
and he was as good as any
coach could ever ask for.”

Brady set league single-
season records for comple-
tions (490) and pass attempts
(733) while throwing for
4,643 yards, 25 touchdowns
and nine interceptions in
his final season. The Bucs,
however ranked dead last in
rushing offense and, forced
to rely almost solely of
Brady’s arm, struggled to get
the ball into the end zone.

After scoring 61 touch-
downs in 2021, Tampa Bay
slipped to 31 last season and
averaged just 18.4 points per
game — down from over 30
in Brady’s first two seasons
with the Bucs.

At 89, Brady’s only losing
season in over two decades as

a NFL starter, the Bucs became
just the fourth team in league
history to earn a postseason
berth with a losing mark in a
non-strike year. The offensive
struggles continued during a
lopsided loss to Dallas in the
NFC wild-card round.

Brady won three NFL
MVP awards, was a first-
team All-Pro three times and
was selected to the Pro Bowl
15 times.

Brady and model Gisele
Biindchen finalized their
divorce this past fall, during
the Bucs’ season. It ended a
13-year marriage between
two superstars who respec-
tively reached the pinnacles
of football and fashion.

It was announced last
year that when Brady retires
from playing, he would join
Fox Sports as a television
analyst in a 10-year, $375
million deal.

By JOSH DUBOW
AP Pro Football Writer

It’s only fitting that the
top two quarterbacks in the
regular season based on All-
Pro voting are the last two
quarterbacks standing in the
NFL this season.

First-team All-Pro quar-
terback Patrick Mahomes
will take his Kansas City
Chiefs into the Super Bowl
against second-team All-Pro
Jalen Hurts and the Phila-
delphia Eagles.

This marks the seventh
time since the merger that
the first-team All-Pro quar-
terback will face the second-
teamer for the champion-
ship, with it last happening
in the 2016 season when
second-teamer Tom Brady’s
Patriots beat first-teamer
Matt Ryan’s Falcons 34-28
in overtime.

That’s been the pattern
in all six of the matchups,
with the second teamer
coming out victorious each
time: Drew Brees over
Peyton Manning in the
2009 season, Mark Rypien
over Jim Kelly (1991), Joe
Montana over Dan Marino
(1984), Montana over Ken
Anderson (1981) and Roger

Staubach over Bob Griese
(1971).

Both Mahomes and
Hurts are among the
five finalists for the
MVP award that will be
announced next week.
The winner of the AP NFL
MVP hasn’t won the Super
Bowl since Kurt Warner
did it for the Rams in the
1999 season. The last eight
MVPs to play in the game
all ended up losing.

Mahomes will be start-
ing in his third Super Bowl
at the young age of 27 years,
148 days — 39 days young-
er than Brady in the 2004
season when he became the
youngest QB to start in three
Super Bowls.

Hurts is set to start his
first Super Bowl at age 24,
joining Mahomes and six
others to do that before turn-
ing 25.

This will be the third
Super Bowl with both
starting QBs younger than
28, with Brett Favre (27)
beating Drew Bledsoe
(24) in the game follow-
ing the 1996 season and
Jim McMahon (26) besting
Tony Eason (26) following
the 1985 season.

BLOWOUTS

The Eagles got to the
Super Bowl behind a pair of
lopsided wins, which bodes
well for their chances to win
it all based on past history.

Philadelphia followed up
a 38-7 win over the Giants
in the divisional round with
a 31-7 win over the 49ers in
the NFC title game.

The Eagles became the
fifth team to win their divi-
sional round and conference
championship games by at
least 20 points. The other
four teams all followed it up
with a Super Bowl victory,
with San Francisco doing it
in 1988 and ‘89, Chicago in
1985 and Pittsburgh in 1978.

The Eagles also became
the 11th team to allow seven
or fewer points in back-
to-back playoff games in
the season, with the 2000
Ravens the most recent to
do it before Philadelphia.
Seven of the previous 10
won the Super Bowl that
season.

The only team to do it
three straight games in a
single postseason was the
Chiefs on the way to their
first Super Bowl title in the
1969 season.

Eagles reserve lineman accused
of rape ahead of Super Bowl

CAMBRIDGE, Ohio (AP) — Josh Sills,
a reserve offensive lineman for the NFC
champion Philadelphia Eagles, has been
indicted on rape and kidnapping charges
that stem from an incident in Ohio just over
three years ago, authorities said Wednesday.

Sills, an undrafted free agent who appeared
in just one game this season, was placed on
the commissioner’s exempt list. That means
he can’t practice, play or travel with the team
as it prepares for the Super Bowl.

The NFL announced the move Wednes-
day and said the issue is being reviewed
under the league’s personal conduct policy.

The rookie, who played at West Virginia
and Oklahoma State, was indicted Tuesday
by a Guernsey County grand jury in Ohio
and ordered to appear in court on Feb. 16,
four days after the Eagles are to play the
Kansas City Chiefs in the Super Bowl.

His attorney, Michael Connick, said the
allegations are false and that Sills will be

aggressively defended.

2019.

IndyCar preseason
begins without Lights
winner Lundqvist

By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. (AP) — The start of a new
IndyCar season is looming with a field that will include four

rookies.

Linus Lundqpvist, the reigning Indy Lights champion, is
without a ride for the upcoming season.

Winning the title in the final series of the IndyCar
ladder system was worth a $500,000 bonus for Lun-
dqvist to spend on an IndyCar ride. Only the 23-year-
old Swede was unable to stretch the cash into any seat

time.

Instead, he is watching as Sting Ray Robb and Benjamin
Pederson, two drivers who finished below him in the stand-
ings last year, landed late IndyCar rides. Robb will drive for
Dale Coyne Racing and Pederson got a seat with A.J. Foyt

Racing.

Agustin Canapino, an Argentinian touring driver, was
hired for a second car at Juncos Hollinger Racing. Chip
Ganassi Racing hired Marcus Armstrong, a former Ferrari
driver who spent last season in Formula 2, to race on road

and street courses.

“I believe that I deserve a seat, and he beat me, so...”
Robb said Tuesday about the strange situation.

Robb actually landed his ride with Coyne after a chance
offseason encounter with Lundqvist at the gym: Robb
assumed Lundqvist had the Coyne seat, learned in that con-
versation it wasn’t a done deal, and got his agent immedi-

ately on the case.

“Linus does deserve a seat. His on track performance
was incredible,” Robb said. “But it takes more than just a
good driver to get into IndyCar. You’ve got to have a vil-
lage around you that supports you. And so I think that that’s
where my group made a difference — it wasn’t just my per-
formance. I do feel bad for Linus.”

IndyCar begins its preseason testing this week with-
out Lundqvist, who spent the last two weekends roam-
ing Daytona International Speedway looking for an open

seat.
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Sills was listed as a backup guard and
played just four snaps on special teams
against the Cardinals on Oct. 9, the one
game he played. He was on the inactive list
for most of the year, including this past Sun-
day in Philadelphia’s conference title vic-
tory over the San Francisco 49ers.

“The organization is aware of the legal
matter involving Josh Sills. We have been
in communication with the league office and
are in the process of gathering more infor-
mation. We have no further comment at this
time,” the Eagles said in a statement.

The indictment accuses Sills, who is
from Sarahsville, Ohio, of engaging in
sexual activity that was not consensual and
holding a woman against her will on Dec. 5,

A statement issued by Ohio Attorney
General Dave Yost said the incident was
immediately reported, and that the county
sheriff’s office conducted a detailed investi-
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Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE
0520 S. Decker Dr.
Bluffton

“The Quality Service
@ You Deserve!”
260-824-9149

Bluffton Tire Inc.

1308 S. Main St.
Bluffton
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Closeout Tires

Service with a Smile!

Barry Scott Mark Foreman Marion Wells
Service Manager

Hiday Motors

1743 N. Main St., Bluffton « 824-0900

Service Consultant  Service Consultant
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after ugly divorce

Dear Annie: At the end of 2015,
I decided to end my marriage of 30
years. My ex made the divorce very
long and expensive, and he tried to
financially destroy me in retribution.
He involved our daughter and son
and turned them against me. I have
tried from the beginning to main-
tain my relationship with my kids,
but they quickly shut me out of their
lives. They haven’t responded to texts,
phone calls or voicemails — hundreds
of them over the years. I was extreme-
ly close with them and was shocked
that they had taken sides and allowed
themselves to be dragged into a very
ugly divorce.

From the beginning, I moved into
our second home in another state, 500
miles away, and because of the way
things went, | had to make it my per-
manent home. My ex threatened me
and stalked me for years ever since
I left. He was arrested once. I had to
get a restraining order. He had a war-
rant out for his arrest in my state, and
he crashed our daughter’s car while
he was here trying to follow and ter-
rify me. He had two credit cards in my
name, which he ran up to $16,000 that
I had to pay, and much, much more.

Throughout this time, my son got
engaged, married and had a baby. He
excluded me and everyone from my
side of the family through all of this.
His wife blocked me on social media.
My daughter still won’t speak with
me either. I felt that I was disposable
and became severely depressed. I have
been seeing a therapist for years try-
ing to build a life for myself without
my kids and my grandson. Although I
have made a ton of progress, I'm still
not sure who I am without them. My
kids were my world, and now I am just
a broken mom. Any advice to regain
our relationship that maybe I haven’t

Struggling to rebuild family

‘Dear
Annie

by Annie Lane

tried yet? Thank
you! — Still Sad

Dear Still
Sad: With the
help of your
therapist, try to
figure out WHY
your children
have cut you out
of their lives. Did they have a difficult
childhood? Do they blame you for the
divorce? Whether it’s fair or not, it is
unlikely that your children cut you out
Jor no reason at all.

I would then write a letter to each
of your children explaining how much
you love them, how desperately you
want to be a part of their lives and, if
applicable, how sincerely you apolo-
gize for any trauma they endured in
the past. Do not bring up their father;
your children do not need to witness
any more drama between their par-
ents.

If they do not respond to such an
outreach, then I'm afraid there isn't
much more you can do. You cannot,
in any healthy capacity, force your
way into somebody’s life. It is impor-
tant that you focus on the future, not
the past, and integrate yourself into
your new community. And it should
be immensely encouraging to you that
you have already made a ton of prog-
ress!

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s
second anthology — featuring favorite
columns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation — is
available as a paperback and e-book.
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.
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Q: I am a social work-

doctor’s help. There
is widespread anxi-
ety in people’s hearts
today. Volumes could
be written on the prob-

Jesus brings deliverance to
those who are weighed down

pages of God’s Word, the
Bible.

to be under the respon-
sible care of physicians

While it is important

er and a Christian. While
I have to follow certain
regulations in dealing
with people, I want to
help them know who can
truly help them in their
deep moments of depres-
sion, which is an epi-
demic. The world turns
to drugs, I pray they will
turn to Jesus. — S.W.

lem of drug addiction.
The Bible warns that
these flights from reality
bring no lasting satisfac-
tion.

According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control
(CDC), anti-depressants
are among the most pre-
scribed drugs in the Unit-
ed States. Sometimes

when battling emotional
trauma, do not dismiss
the peace of mind that
comes from the Great
Physician. Jesus brings
deliverance to those who
are weighed down. The
Bible encourages us to
think on things that are
true, noble, just, pure,
lovely, and of good
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“Then the groundhog comes out
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WE ACCEPT

MasterCard

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com...

VEHICLES

Auto/Trucks

1994 CHEVROLET SUBUR-
BAN, 2500, 184,000 miles,
white/blue, 4x2, 6.5 turbo
diesel, new paint, loaded,
Reese hitch, trailer brakes,
original, 260-450-2432.

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton has an
opening for 911 Emergency
Services Dispatcher. Appli-
cants must show proof of a
high school diploma/GED and
may be asked to work flexible
shifts. Applications and a job
description may be obtained in
the Clerk Treasurer's Office,
128 E. Market St. between 8
am and 4:30 pm Mon-Fri or at
www.blufftonindiana.net. The
written skill test will be every
other Wednesday at 6:00 pm
at the Bluffton Police Depart-
ment, 204 E. Market St,
Bluffton, IN.

CLASS A CDL truck driver.
Full & part time positions
available. Home every night.
Hauling ag products; grain,
feed ingredients, and fertiliz-
er. Saturday work in fall. Call
or text Derek at (260)
820-0121. If no answer,
please leave message.

PHYSICIAN'S OFFICE IS
looking for a Full-time or Part-
time RN or LPN in the Adams,
Wells, and Jay county areas to
join our family oriented work-
place. If you like the one on
one care of patients in a re-
laxed atmosphere this is the
place for you. This position is
flexible, Monday - Friday, no
weekends or Holidays. We
love what we do and are look-
ing for someone who shares
our passion. Send resume to:
Resume, P.O. Box 44, Berne,
IN 46711

HELOISE HINT: Prior to going
to a job interview, do extensive
research on the company. Be
sure you understand the com-
pany culture and find out if the
company has a dress code.
This will make you stand out,
as you'll show up informed and
dressed appropriately for the
interview. Email HELOISE@
Heloise.com.

Help Wanted

BLUFFTON PARKS DE-
PARTMENT is taking applica-
tions for Pool Personnel and
Lifeguards, Park Maintenance
and Summer Recreation. Ap-
plicant must be 15 by May 1st,
2023. Applications can be
picked up at the Clerk-Trea-
surer's Office or online at:
www.blufftonindiana.net Appli-
cations are due by 4:30 P.M.
on February 22.

FOR SALE

Wanted to Buy

WANTED TO BUY silver and
also wanted to buy guns. Call
M. Schwartz, 260-525-8877.

Sporting Goods

HOLLAND KIWANIS GUN &
Knife Show — February 11 &
12, Sat 9-4, Sun 9-3 - $6 Ad-
mission at Huntingburg Event
Center, 200 E. 14th St., Hunt-
ingburg, IN — 200+ tables. For
more information email jddc-
sd@psci.net (1)

HELOISE HINT: Thinking of
buying a bird from a pet store?
See if you can take it to an avi-
an vet to be certain it's healthy
before you buy it and take it
home. Email HELOISE@Helo-
ise.com.

RENTALS
Office Space Rental

GREAT LOCATION

MAKE YOUR AD STAND
OUT! Add a graphic or photo
for an extra $5 and draw extra
attention to your line classified
ad. Contact the Bluffton News-
Banner office at 824-0224, 125
N. Johnson St., or online at
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

SERVICES

Services

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG
CANCER? You may qualify
for a substantial cash award.
NO Obiligation, NO risk! We've
recovered millions. Let us help
you!! Call 24/7, 844-284-4920

)

%

BIDDING ENDS FEBRU-
ARY 4 - (Online Only Auc-
tion) - Multiple consignors,
sellers. 2008 Ford F150 with
towing package, Red Line Hot
Wheels, Lesney Matchboxes,
antiques, vehicle memorabilia,
baseball, basketball and foot-
ball cards, coin and currency,
Walt Disney Classic Collec-
tion, early crocks, mid century
modern dresser, outstanding
collection of oil lamps. Preview:
Feb. 2 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
102 S. Jefferson St., Ossian
(Steffen Group Auction Gal-
lery). The Steffen Group Inc.,
260-824-3006.

BIDDING ENDS FEBRU-
ARY 5 - (Online Only Auc-
tion) - Ormbsy Trucking,
sellers. Office equipment,
M8950 Kubota tractor, power
tools, truck parts, Sur Trac
7’ enclosed trailer, Cole Z71
popup camper, lawn and gar-
den tools, exercise equipment,
much more. Open House:
Feb. 2, 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., 888
W. Railroad St., Uniondale, IN.
Nick Huffman, sale manager,
The Steffen Group Inc., 260-
824-3006, http://www.steffen-
grp.com.

BIDDING CLOSING FEBRU-
ARY 5 STARTING AT 4 P.M.
EST - Fred & Sue Dahling,
owner. Online only personal
property auction! Household
furniture, kitchen items, vintage
collectibles, antique décor,
metal vintage toys, various
holiday décor, yard & garden
tools, porch swing & much
more! Preview Feb. 2, 5-6 p.m.
EST, 11006 Rose Ave., New
Haven. Pick up Feb. 6, 1-5
p.m. & Feb. 7, 9 a.m.-noon.
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty
LLC, kjauction.com, 260-724-
7402.

FEBRUARY 13 - 10 a.m. - Jim
& Rosie Hill, sellers. 3282 N
300 W, Decatur. Machine &
farm equipment. JD tractors,
loader, 3010 gas NF restored,
combine, 6 row corn head
complete rebuild, hydroflex 20
ft. grain table, planters, rotary
mower, field cultivator, Unver-
ferth rolling basket w/harrow,
grain wagons, 6 row IH cultiva-
tor, 15 ft. M&W rotary hoe, 3 pt
Emco 8 ft. blade, 8" PTO grain
auger, 21 ft. diameter 6 ring
grain bin w/dryer, misc. Heart-
land Auction & Realty, Inc.,
heartlandauctionrealty.com,
260-724-3499.

BIDDING OPENS SOON
AND CLOSES FEBRUARY
19 STARTING AT 2 P.M. EST

Public

- Michael Kolter, estate-own-
er. Large collection of Cur-
rier & lves, and framed prints,
100+ pieces of ornate antique/
vintage furniture, mantels,
marble floor lamps, oak flying
cabinets, dressers, secretary
cabinets, buffets, wash stands,
marble top tables, 100’s of
pieces of large wood planes
& more! Preview Feb. 16, 3-5
p.m. or by appointment, 815
Adams Street, Decatur. Pick
up Feb. 20, 1-5 p.m., Feb. 21,
9 a.m.-noon. Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, kjauction.
com, 260-724-7402.

BIDDING NOW OPEN AND
STARTS CLOSING FEBRU-
ARY 26 STARTING AT 2 P.M.
EST - Michael Kolter, estate-
owner. Lifetime collector
online only auction! 1,000+ lots
antique/vintage items including
500+/- bottle collection, cast
iron banks, post card collec-
tion, Decatur, IN memorabilia,
tools & 100’s of wood planes,
various sizes, & much, much
more! Preview Feb. 16, 3-5
p.m. or by appointment, 815
Adams Street, Decatur. Pickup
Feb. 27, 1-5 p.m. & Feb. 28, 9
a.m.-noon. Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, kjauction.
com, 260-724-7402.

FEBRUARY 26-MARCH 5 -
(Online Only Auction) — Rich-
ard Martarano, seller. 2008
Gulf Stream SuperNova 6400
RV, 2019 Ford diesel F-250SD
Lariat Black Widow Edition,
1994 John Deere 750 diesel
compact tractor, 3-PT equip-
ment, Artic Cat 500 ATV, “Har-
ley Davidson” tool chest, name
brand power & hand tools,
riding lawn mowers, electric
go kart, new heavy duty pool
pumps and supplies. Preview:
Feb. 23 and March 2 from 3
p.m.-6 p.m., 102 S. Jefferson
St., Ossian. Pat Carter, sale
manager, The Steffen Group
Inc., 260-824-3006.
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Services
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MARV' CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

THINKING ABOUT INSTALL-
ING a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy. FREE
design consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 1-855-475-
0534 today to see how you can
save $1,000 on installation, or
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/
hoosier ()

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku
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Lottery Numbers 1

Wednesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 06-18-21-26-
36
Lotto Plus — 03-23-36-
38-44-45
Cash4Life — 03-14-29-
39-52, Cash Ball: 01
Quick Draw Midday —
01-04-07-09-12-13-23-24-
30-31-34-37-41-42-50-52-
56-59-62-66, BE: 37
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Difficulty: %%

Daily Three-Midday — \_
06-04-09, SB: 02 . . N
Daily Three-Evening —
po Doty Threc Swiss Village, Inc.

Berne, IN

Now Seeking: PRN Residential/Assisted Living Nurse

Swiss Village, Inc. is now seeking a PRN Residential/Assisted Living Nurse to
provide nursing services to residents in Assisted Residential, Residential Living,
and Independent Living. This position will be on an as-needed basis with varying
day shift and evening shift hours. Candidates must be a graduate of an accredited
School of Nursing and be currently licensed in the State of Indiana as a Registered
Nurse or Licensed Practical Nurse. Candidates must exhibit a cooperative and
positive attitude towards co-workers and residents.

Daily Four-Midday —
06-03-04-06, SB: 02

Daily Four-Evening —
08-03-05-08, SB: 04

Quick Draw Evening —
05-12-18-20-21-22-25-28-
30-32-35-37-39-40-44-51-
54-58-71-72,BE: 22

Hoosier Lotto — 19-20-
28-29-38-40

MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for
Friday): $20 million

POWERBALL

31-43-58-59-66 Power-

ball: 09; Power Play: 2

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org or send Resume to:
Taylor Lehman, VP of Human Resources
Swiss Village | 1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711
or email: careers@swissvillage.org
EOE
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Talk About!
LOCAL!

Hear all about what’s happening in town
and around the region from local voices
who live and work here like you do.

We're Talking We're Talk.in We're Talki ng
Local Jobs Local Dining Local News
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Join the Conversation!
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Print, Online, Mobile & Social
125 N. Johnson Street | Bluffton

www.news-banner.com

All Classified Line Ads
automatically appear on the
News-Banner website at
NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE!

HOT DEAL!

20 Words, 10 Days
just $25
ADD APHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold!
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited
to “For Sale” and “Automotive”
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words 539
Add'I Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!

Your“Guaranteed Sold" ad (up to
20 words) with a Photo: $44
Addt'l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage
Sale Guide!

Geta FREE

GARAGE SALE KIT

when you place your Garage
Sale ad in The News-Banner for
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!

20 Words, 10 Days

just $25
ADD APHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED
SOLD

Your ad runs til your item is sold!
(6-month maximum). Limited to
one-item, private party only.

20 words 539
Add'I Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your“Guaranteed Sold" ad (up to
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt'l Lines, 88 cents each

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s
Most Popular Daily Marketplace!

20 Words,
97

2-Month Special:
ATTENTION
GRABBERS!
Add a photo or artwork to any
ad! You can also add a headline
or other attention-getters for
less than you'd expect! Place
your ad ON-LINE and explore
the possibilities!




Page 10 - The News-Banner - THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2023

FBI searches Biden’s vacation home, no classified documents found

By ERIC TUCKER,
COLLEEN LONG
and ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) —
The FBI searched President
Joe Biden’s vacation home
in Rehoboth Beach, Dela-
ware, on Wednesday with-
out turning up any classified
documents, the latest turn in
an extraordinary series of
searches of his and his pre-
decessor’s properties.

Agents did take some
handwritten notes and other
materials relating to Biden’s
time as vice president for
review, just as they had when
they searched his Wilming-
ton home last month where
they also found classified
items. Investigators searched
his former office at a Wash-
ington think tank that bears
his name in November, but it
isn’t clear whether they took
anything.

The Biden searches, con-
ducted with his blessing,
have come as investigators
work to determine how clas-
sified information from his
time as a senator and vice

Fed lifts rate by quarter-point but says inflation

By CHRISTOPHER
RUGABER

AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON (AP)
— The Federal Reserve
extended its fight against
high inflation Wednesday
by raising its key inter-
est rate a quarter-point, its
eighth hike since March.
And the Fed signaled that
even though inflation is eas-
ing, it remains high enough
to require further rate hikes.

At the same time, Chair
Jerome Powell said at a
news conference that the
Fed recognizes that the
pace of inflation has cooled
— a signal that it could be
nearing the end of its rate
increases. The stock and
bond markets rallied during
his news conference, sug-
gesting that they anticipate
a forthcoming pause in the
Fed’s credit tightening.

Throughout his remarks
Wednesday, Powell sound-
ed a dual message. He fre-
quently acknowledged signs
that high inflation is slow-
ing.

“We can now say I think
for the first time,” he said,
“that the disinflationary pro-
cess has started.”

Yet he also stressed that it
was too soon to declare vic-

president came to wind up in
his home and former office
— and whether any mishan-
dling involved criminal intent
or was merely a mistake in
a city where unauthorized
treatment of classified docu-
ments is not unheard-of.

Law enforcement search-
es of property are a routine
part of criminal probes, but
there is nothing ordinary
about the FBI scouring a
sitting president’s home,
even as Biden and his aides
have sought to contrast his
actions with those of his
predecessor.

Former President Donald
Trump is facing a special
counsel criminal investiga-
tion into his retention of
several hundred classified
documents and other gov-
ernment records at his Mar-
a-Lago estate in Florida —
and his resistance to giving
them up, which led to an
FBI warrant and search to
seize them last August.

On Wednesday, Biden’s
personal attorney Bob Bauer
said FBI agents authorized
by the Department of Justice

tory over the worst inflation
bout in four decades: “We
will need substantially more
evidence to be confident
that inflation is on a long,
sustained downward path.”

The Fed’s rate increase
Wednesday, though small-
er than its half-point hike
in December and the four
three-quarter-point hikes
before that, will likely fur-
ther raise the costs of many
consumer and business
loans and the risk of a reces-
sion.

In a statement, Fed offi-
cials repeated language
they’ve used before, that
“ongoing increases in the
(interest rate) target range
will be appropriate.” That is
widely interpreted to mean
they will raise their bench-
mark rate again when they
next meet in March and per-
haps in May as well.

The Fed chair said that
so far, much of the inflation
slowdown reflects the prices
of goods, notably gas but
also furniture, appliances
and other finished products
that have benefited from an
unraveling of supply chain
snarls.

But Powell reiterated his
concern that prices for ser-
vices — restaurant meals,

spent three and a half hours
searching the president’s
beach home and that “no
documents with classified
markings were found.”

In a statement disclosing
the search, Bauer sought to
portray Biden and his team
as fully transparent and
cooperative. He described
the search as “planned” and
“a further step in a thorough
and timely DOJ process we
will continue to fully sup-
port and facilitate.”

He did not mention
Trump by name, but the
statement seemed aimed at
juxtaposing the Biden inves-
tigation with the Trump case,
where months of fruitless
Justice Department efforts
to recover all the classified
records taken to the former
president’s Florida estate cul-
minated in the August search
warrant and removal of near-
ly three dozen boxes of docu-
ments and other items.

Searches of Biden’s for-
mer office and Delaware
homes, by contrast, have
all been done voluntarily
and without a warrant. But

health care, airline tickets
and the like — are still surg-
ing. He has said he pays par-
ticular attention to services
prices because they are
labor-intensive. As a result,
robust wage gains can keep
services prices elevated and
perpetuate high inflation.

The central bank’s
benchmark rate is now in a
range of 4.5 percent to 4.75
percent, its highest level in
15 years. Powell appeared
to suggest Wednesday that
he foresees two additional
quarter-point rate hikes:

“We’re talking about a
couple of more rate hikes to
get to that level we think is
appropriately restrictive,” he
said, referring to rates high
enough to slow the econo-
my.
Yet Wall Street inves-
tors have priced in only one
more hike. Collectively, in
fact, they expect the Fed
to reverse course and actu-
ally cut rates by the end of
this year. That optimism has
helped drive stock prices up
and bond yields down, eas-
ing credit and pushing in the
opposite direction that the
Fed would prefer.

Last summer, Powell
took the opportunity in a
high-profile speech in Jack-

How to make a mummy: Ancient
Egyptian workshop has new clues

By MADDIE
BURAKOFF
AP Science Writer

NEW YORK (AP) —
For thousands of years,
ancient Egyptians mum-
mified their dead in the
search for eternal life. Now,
researchers have used chem-
istry and an unusual collec-
tion of jars to figure out how
they did it.

Their study, published
Wednesday in the journal
Nature, is based on a rare
archaeological find: An
embalming workshop with
a trove of pottery around
2,500 years old. Many
jars from the site were still
inscribed with instructions
like “to wash” or “to put on
his head.”

By matching the writing
on the outside of the ves-
sels with the chemical traces
inside, researchers uncovered
new details about the “reci-
pes” that helped preserve
bodies for thousands of years.

“It’s like a time machine,
really,” said Joann Fletcher,
an archaeologist at Univer-
sity of York who was not
involved with the study.
“It’s allowed us to not quite
see over the shoulders of
the ancient embalmers, but
probably as close as we’ll
ever get.”

Those recipes showed
that embalmers had deep
knowledge about what sub-
stances would help preserve
their dead, said Fletcher,
whose partner was a co-
author on the study. And
they included materials from
far-flung parts of the world
— meaning Egyptians went
to great lengths to make their
mummies “as perfect as they
could possibly be.”

The workshop — uncov-
ered in 2016 by study author

Ramadan Hussein, who
passed away last year — is
located in the famous burial
grounds of Saqqara. Parts of
it sit above the surface, but
a shaft stretches down to an
embalming room and burial
chamber underground, where
the jars were discovered.

It was in rooms like these
where the last phase of the
process took place, said
Salima Ikram, an Egyp-
tologist at The American
University in Cairo who
was not involved with the
study. After drying out the
the body with salts, which
probably took place above
ground, embalmers would
then take the bodies below.

“This was the last phase
of your transformation
where the secret rites, the
religious rites, were being
performed,” Ikram said.
“People would be chanting
spells and hymns while you
were being wrapped and
resin was being anointed all
over your body.”

Experts already had some
clues about what substances
were used in those final
steps, mainly from testing
individual mummies and
looking at written texts. But
a lot of gaps remained, said
senior author Philipp Stock-
hammer, an archaeologist at
Ludwig Maximilian Univer-
sity in Germany.

The new finds helped
crack the case.

Take the word “antiu,”
which shows up in a lot of
Egyptian texts but didn’t
have a direct translation,
Stockhammer said. In the
new study, scientists found
that several jars labeled as
“antiu” contained a mixture
of different substances —
including animal fat, cedar
oil and juniper resin.

These substances, along
with others found in the
jars, have key properties
that would help preserve the
mummies, said lead author
Maxime Rageot, an archae-
ologist at Germany’s Uni-
versity of Tubingen.

Plant oils — which were
used to protect the liver and
treat the bandages — could
ward off bacteria and fungi,
while also improving the
smell. Hard materials like
beeswax, used on the stom-
ach and skin, could help keep
out water and seal the pores.

Some of the substances
came from very far away
— like dammar and elemi,
types of resin that come
from the tropical rainforests
of Southeast Asia. These
results show that ancient
Egyptians would trade far
and wide to get the most
effective materials, the
authors said.

“It’s interesting to see the
complexity,” Stockhammer
said. “Having this global net-
work on the one hand, having
all this chemical knowledge
on the other side.”

Ikram said an important
next step for the research
will be to test different parts
of actual mummies to see if
the same substances show
up. And these recipes prob-
ably weren’t universal —
they changed over time and
varied between workshops.

Still, the study gives a
basis for understanding the
past, and can bring us closer
to people who lived long
ago, she said.

“The ancient Egyptians
have been separated from us
through time and space, yet
we still have this connec-
tion,” Ikram said. “Human
beings all throughout history
have been scared of death.”

the fact the FBI did its own
search reflected the Justice
Department’s determination
to retrieve any and all pos-
sible classified items rather
than rely on assurances that
such documents had been
located.

Biden has said he was
surprised by the initial trove
discovered by his lawyers in
November when they were
cleaning out an office inside
the Penn Biden Center.

The latest search follows
the FBI’s 13-hour, top-to-
bottom check of his Wilm-
ington, Delaware, home,
where agents located docu-
ments with classified mark-
ings from his time as a vice
president and senator and
also took possession of some
of his handwritten notes.

One week earlier,
Biden’s personal lawyers
revealed that they had found
a document bearing classi-
fied markings while search-
ing the Wilmington property
but said they had not found
others during a separate
inspection of the Rehoboth
Beach home.

son Hole, Wyoming, to push
back against market expec-
tations of rate cuts anytime
soon. His speech hammered
home the Fed’s intent to
keep raising rates — even if
it caused “pain” in the form
of slower growth and higher
unemployment.

On Wednesday, though,
Powell declined an oppor-
tunity to defuse the market’s
buoyant expectations.

“Our focus,” he said, “is
not on short-term moves but
on sustained changes” in
financial markets.

He noted instead that
many financial gauges, like
mortgage rates, are much
higher than they were when
the Fed began raising rates.

The divide between the
central bank and finan-
cial markets is important
because rate hikes need to
work through markets to
affect the economy. The
Fed directly controls its key
short-term rate. But it has
only indirect control over
borrowing rates that people
and businesses actually pay
— for mortgages, corporate
bonds, auto loans and many
others.

The consequences can be
seen in housing. The aver-
age fixed rate on a 30-year

The White House did
not disclose the Justice
Department’s investiga-
tion until last month, when
it acknowledged the Nov.
2 discovery of a “small
number” of classified docu-
ments by Biden lawyers as
they closed an office at the
Penn Biden Center, a think
tank affiliated with the Ivy
League school.

Though officials have not
disclosed this, The Associ-
ated Press and other news
organizations reported on
Tuesday that the FBI had
conducted a voluntary
search of that office later in
November.

The administration’s
public response has been
delayed and incomplete.
There are many unanswered
questions - on what infor-
mation the documents con-
tained, exactly how many
were discovered and why
he had them in his posses-
sion, despite Biden’s attor-
neys and the White House
Counsel’s insistence they
are being as transparent as
possible with the public.

mortgage soared after the
Fed first began hiking rates.
Eventually, it topped 7 per-
cent, more than twice where
it had stood before the hik-
ing began.

Yet since the fall, the
average mortgage rate has
eased to 6.13 percent, the

“I think we’ve been pret-
ty transparent from the very
beginning,” a spokesman
for the White House Coun-
sel’s office, Ian Sams, said
Wednesday. “We want to be
careful to be very respectful
of the integrity of that ongo-
ing investigation.”

Sams reiterated that
Biden was working with
Justice investigators.

“The president has been
fully cooperative in offering
unprecedented access to his
home ... every single room
of his home in Rehoboth as
well as the one in Wilming-
ton,” he said.

The Justice Department
declined comment on the
Wednesday search.

Biden’s lawyers have
described the retention of
the records as a “mistake.”
The Justice Department has
historically brought criminal
charges related to mishan-
dling of classified records
only when it can establish,
among other things, that
a person acted knowingly
in improperly removing or
storing sensitive records.

is easing

lowest level since Septem-
ber. And while home sales
fell further in December, a
measure of signed contracts
to buy homes actually rose.
That suggested that lower
rates might be drawing
some home buyers back to
the market.
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GARAGE DOORS, LLC

| SALES & SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

- Replace Broken Springs
& Cables on All Makes

- Replace or Repair Doors
& Openers on All Makes

"Large Enough to Serve, Small Enough to Care”

We Serve Various Industries and
‘We Won't Stop Until the Job is Done

%= Schedule Your
E Initial Consultation §

Let us know how we can
help you or your business.
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of Fort Wayne

Owners: Dustin Kelly
820 W. Washington Street, Bluffton
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Find Us On Facebook
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Erin Daugherty
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www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

myblufftonsfagent.com
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Heating & Air
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219E. Perry St. Bluffton
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stillwatersfamilydentistry.com
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Have a Webaite?
Tell the World!

Ask for our latest Website visitor statistics!
The power of print and the Internet, working
for you! Call 824-0224 for more information.
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