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SWHS will launch new pre-kindergarten program

By HOLLY GASKILL

Southern Wells High School
will open a new pre-kindergarten
program in August.

The program will work along-
side an early education course
where high school students can
participate in and learn about early
childhood education.

SWHS Principal Kim Con-
ner said the program will offer a
morning and an afternoon session
on Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays. Then, on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, high school students
will have a class with the director.

To offer this program, the
school will renovate its previ-
ous fax room, which included the
installation of a child bathroom,
an observation room, and a play-

ground.

While the school is still taking
bids for the construction, Con-
ner stated the total cost should
not exceed $150,000, 20 percent
of which will be covered through
grant funding. Construction is
expected to start in mid-March and
finish by mid-April.

Conner has tackled much of
the planning for this project for
the last several months but hopes
the school will be able to hire a
director in March to help build
the program. The school will also
hire an aide for instruction at a
later time.

With 20 students in either ses-
sion, Conner anticipates the pre-K
being self-funded after its first
year. However, specific costs and

financial assistance options are
still being determined. Conner is
also working with the elementary
to create a latchkey program for
childcare.

The school will begin accepting
applications by the end of Janu-
ary, Conner said. Information will
available on the school district’s
website or in the office.

“The biggest benefit for us is
being able to start the students off
on the right foot,” Conner said.
“We are going to be working with
the kindergarten teachers to know
exactly what they need to be doing
and for them to transition right
into our elementary.”

Having visited several schools

with similar programs, Conner
(Continued on Page 2)

Snow on the Plaza

Sunday brought with it more snow as winter stopped by again. A light dusting of snow
covers the courthouse roof and PeeGee hydrangeas. (Photo by Carrie Penrod)

Police: suspect in California
shooting killed self in van

By ANDREW DALTON
and JAE C. HONG
Associated Press

MONTEREY PARK, Calif. (AP) — The
hunt for a gunman who killed 10 people at
a Los Angeles-area ballroom dance club
ended Sunday when authorities found him
dead of a self-inflicted gunshot wound in the
van he used to flee after people thwarted his
attempt at a second shooting.

Los Angeles County Sheriff Robert Luna
identified the man as 72-year-old Huu Can
Tran and said no other suspects were at
large. Speaking at an evening news confer-
ence, he added that the motive remained
unclear for the attack, which wounded 10
more.

Luna did not have the exact ages of the

victims but said they all appeared to be over
50. Seven of the wounded people remained
in the hospital, he said.

The sheriff added that the suspect was
carrying what he described as a semi-auto-
matic pistol with an extended magazine, and
a second handgun was discovered in the van
where Tran was found dead.

Also speaking at the news conference,
Congresswoman Judy Chu said she still
has questions about the attack: “What was
the motive for this shooter? Did he have a
mental illness? Was he a domestic violence
abuser? How did he gets these guns and was
it through legal means or not?”

Earlier Sunday, law enforcement offi-
cials swarmed and entered the van after sur-

(Continued on Page 2)

The new pre-K program will take place just inside door 10 of Southern Wells
High School. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Report: Indiana ranks 43rd
in the nation for overall
electric utility performance

By ROBERT ZULLO
Indiana Capital Chronicle

A nationwide comparison of electric util-
ity performance by an Illinois consumer
advocacy group found that customers in
states that are heavily reliant on fuel oil and
natural gas, as in the Northeast and South,
tend to pay more than those with larger
amounts of carbon-free generation, among
other findings.

The report by the Illinois-based Citizens
Utility Board ranked all 50 states and the
District of Columbia for utility reliability,
affordability and environmental responsi-
bility using 2020 public data from the U.S.
Energy Information Administration, the fed-
eral Environmental Protection Agency and
the U.S. Census Bureau.

Compared to its peers, Indiana ranked
near the bottom - at 43 out of 51 - for over-
all electric utility performance, with its low-
est individual scores in the environmental
responsibility sector. In terms of affordabili-
ty and reliability, the Hoosier state was clos-
er to the middle - at 36 and 27, respectively.

The average residential electric bill is
below the national average, with Hoosiers
paying $120 each month compared to $125.
However, the average annual electricity cost

as a percentage of median income is higher
in Indiana than the national average. Hoo-
siers spend roughly 2.18 percent of their
income on electricity, above the national
average of 2.09 percent.

Indiana ranked 48th in environmental
responsibility, with high emissions from the
electric sector in terms of carbon dioxide,
sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide. Com-
pared to other states, Indiana lags when it
comes to generating clean energy, ranking at
40 out of 51.

For overall performance across those cat-
egories, the top 10 were, starting with the
highest ranked, Washington, Nevada, the
District of Columbia, South Dakota, Illinois,
Colorado, Arizona, Minnesota, Oregon and
Nebraska. The bottom 10, starting with the
lowest ranked, were West Virginia, Alaska,
Mississippi, Massachusetts, Louisiana,
Michigan, Alabama, Georgia, Indiana and
Connecticut.

It’s the second year in a row the group
has compiled the report, which started as a
way to measure how Illinois compared to
other states and morphed into a project it
hopes will be useful for utility regulators,
electric ratepayers and state policymak-

(Continued on Page 2)

Walmart shooting victim’s
mom: Gunman repeatedly
threatened daughter’s life

EVANSVILLE, Ind. (AP) — The mother
of a Walmart employee who was shot and
wounded by a former co-worker inside a
Walmart store in Indiana says the gunman
had repeatedly threatened to kill her daugh-
ter.

Jenny Couch told WFIE-TV that her
daughter, 28-year-old Amber Cook, was tar-
geted by Ronald Ray Mosley 1I because he
was in love with her boyfriend. When the
boyfriend told Mosley that he wasn’t inter-
ested in him romantically, Mosley became
angry with Cook and threatened to kill her,
she said.

“He kept sending my daughter messages,
anonymous, everything. He kept calling her,
telling her that he was going to kill her, that
he watched her walk her dog,” Couch told
the Evansville station Friday.

According to the Evansville Police
Department, 25-year-old Mosley walked
into a store break room where employees
were meeting Thursday night and shot Cook
in the face with a 9mm handgun. Another
employee escaped the room and called 911.
Law enforcement officers responded within
minutes and fatally shot Mosley. There were

about 40 employees
and 40 shoppers in
the store at the time,
but no one else was
injured.

On Friday, Evans-
ville Police Chief Billy
Bolin praised as a hero
a female employee
who came to the vic-
tim’s aid after Mosley
left the break room
in pursuit of a male
employee who had fled.
Bolin said she called
911, moved the victim to another room,
locked the door and turned out the lights
before Mosley returned looking for the
wounded woman.

Mosley had worked at the southwestern
Indiana store until he was fired last year
after being charged with four misdemeanor
counts of battery in May 2022 for attacking
four co-workers, Evansville police said Fri-
day.

A probable cause affidavit in that case

(Continued on Page 2)
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SWHS pre-K program

(Continued from Page 1)
expects broad interest in the course
since it partners classroom knowledge
with hands-on experience.

When children are present, stu-
dents will take turns doing hands-on
instruction, lesson planning, prepar-
ing materials, and observation. The
observation room — one of the pri-
mary additions in construction — will
allow students in the CTE course to
observe course instruction without
crowding the instructional room. The
course may also be available for dual

credit.

Conner believes it will be beneficial
to garner student interest in education
amidst the national teacher shortage.

Currently, high school students
from Bluffton and Norwell high
schools will be able to take the course
in the morning, and SWHS students in
the afternoon. However, more details
will become available after a direc-
tor is hired and class scheduling takes
place.

Above all, Conner said she looks
forward to seeing how this brings the

school corporation together.

“Little guys are just so fun,” Conner
said. “They just always bring a smile
to my face, and it’s great to see our
students interact with them ... I fully
anticipate letting them participate in
our activities — pep rallies, dress-up
days, things like that.”

In the meantime, the school is still
seeking classroom materials, toys and
other related items. Conner invited
anyone with gently used items for
donation to contact the school.

holly@news-banner.com

LOCAL/NATION

Weather

Monday, January 23, 2023
(24-hour observations at 7:43 p.m. Sunday)
High: 31; Low: 28; Precipitation: 1.3 inches of snow
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 2.45
feet at 9:45 p.m. Sunday

Wells County forecast

Today: Cloudy, with a high near 35. West wind 10 to 15
mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.

Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 28. South-
west wind around 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.

Tuesday: Cloudy, with a high near 35. West wind 5 to 15

Electric utility performance

(Continued from Page 1)
ers across the country, said
David Kolata, the board’s
executive director.

“What we’ve tried to do
here is provide as full a pic-
ture as we possibly can,” he
said. “We view this as a con-
versation starter not a con-
versation ender. We do think
it provides a convenient and
accessible way to get at this
data... Our hope is every
state will improve in these
categories.”

Affordability

Given the wide state-
by-state variance in regula-
tory regimes, the difference
in rates between customer
classes and how their bills
are put together, it can be
difficult to compare elec-
tric prices across state lines.
Also, climate and heating
and cooling differences can
make apples-to-apples bill
comparisons tough. Elec-
tric customers in the South,
for example, tend to rely
on electricity for heating in
the winter and face hotter
summers that require more
air conditioning than in the
North, where gas is more
common for home heating.

“Whereas households in
warmer climates may con-
sume more electricity on an
annual basis to run air con-
ditioning units than house-
holds in colder climates,
those same households will
not spend as much on natu-
ral gas, propane or other
heating fuels during the
winter,” the report says.
Other states, like Alaska and
Hawaii, are expensive by

virtue of their geographic
isolation from the larger
U.S. electric grid.

The top 10 for overall
affordability - as measured
by average household ener-
gy expenditures, total house-
hold electric costs as a per-
centage of income, electric
cost per kilowatt hour, total
cost electricity expenditures
and cost of energy efficiency
savings - were Utah, Wash-
ington, Idaho, the District of
Columbia, Colorado, Wyo-
ming, Montana, Oregon,
Nebraska and Illinois. The
bottom 10 states were Con-
necticut, Hawaii, Massachu-
setts, Alaska, Rhode Island,
New Hampshire, Vermont,
Alabama, Georgia and
South Carolina.

Though the study used
2020 numbers, those afford-
ability problems in states
that rely on gas will likely
have gotten worse, Kolata
said, given the huge spike in
gas prices triggered in part
by Russia’s war in Ukraine.

In November, the Nation-
al Energy Assistance Direc-
tors’ Association said more
than 20 million American
families (roughly 1 in 6)
are behind on utility bills
and in total owed more than
$16 billion as of August, up
from $8.1 billion at the end
of 2019, a problem expected
to exacerbated by natural
gas prices hitting a 16-year
high. Power plants that burn
natural gas provide about 38
percent of U.S. electricity
generation.

Reliability

Though outages caused

by power plants tripping
offline, as in Winter Storm
Elliott, get a lot of head-
lines, only about 1 percent
of outage minutes nationally
are caused by generation
or transmission problems.
Much more common are
outages that hit the deliv-
ery system, such as storms
downing power lines, equip-
ment failures and other
problems, the report says.

Using three reliability
performance indices created
by the electric power indus-
try, the report ranked states
based on how well utilities
performed during “major
events” such as ice storms,
hurricanes and wildfires, as
well as under normal cir-
cumstances.

The top 10 for reliability
were Arizona, Nevada, the
District of Columbia, South
Dakota, Nebraska, North
Dakota, Maryland, Kansas,
Minnesota and Florida. The
bottom 10 were Louisiana,
West Virginia, Maine, Mis-
sissippi, Oklahoma, Arkan-
sas, Alabama, Alaska, MIch-
igan and Tennessee.

For 2020, Hurricane-
prone Louisiana had far and
away the longest average
duration of power outages
due to major events, at 3,624
minutes per customer, while
Arizona, the best state, only
averaged 72 minutes. In the
U.S., 2020 set a record for
the number of named storms
(11) that made landfall, per
the Weather Channel. Three
hurricanes hit Louisiana that
year.

Without major events,

Nevada was the top state
(behind only the District of
Columbia) with an average
outage duration of 55 min-
utes per customer. The worst
was West Virginia at 468
minutes.
Environment

The report also ranked
states by their sources of
electricity and emissions
data, giving consumers,
policymakers and others a
“bird’s-eye view of each
state’s renewable, clean
energy and fossil fuel mix”
as well as data on how
aggressively utilities are
deploying energy efficiency
programs.

The overall environmen-
tal ranking includes a com-
bination of carbon and other
emissions, renewable elec-
tricity (including biomass)
generation, clean energy
(defined as all renewables,
plus nuclear and exclud-
ing biomass) and residential
energy efficiency program
savings as a percentage of
residential electric sales. The
top 10 were Washington,
South Dakota, Oregon, New
York, Vermont, New Hamp-
shire, California, Idaho,
Maine and Oklahoma. The
bottom 10 were West Vir-
ginia, Kentucky, Indiana,
Louisiana, Ohio, Missouri,
Mississippi, Wyoming, Utah
and Alaska. There were
some interesting contradic-
tions.

This story was provided
to the News-Banner by the
Hoosier State Press Associ-
ation’s Information Network.

mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.

Tuesday Night: A 50 percent chance of snow after 1
a.m. Cloudy, with a low around 30. Light and variable wind
becoming east 5 to 10 mph in the evening.

Wednesday: Snow, possibly mixed with rain. The snow
could be heavy at times. High near 33. Chance of precipita-
tion is 90 percent. New snow accumulation of 3 to 5 inches

possible.

Wednesday Night: A slight chance of rain and snow
before 1 a.m. Cloudy, with a low around 26. Chance of pre-

cipitation is 20 percent.

Thursday: A 20 percent chance of snow after 1 p.m.

Cloudy, with a high near 31.

Thursday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 19.

Friday: A 20 percent chance of snow after 1 p.m. Mostly
cloudy, with a high near 34. Breezy.

Friday Night: A 20 percent chance of snow. Cloudy,

with a low around 24. Breezy.

Saturday: Cloudy, with a high near 30.

Indiana shooting

(Continued from Page 1)

states Mosley told police he
had issues with people at
work and “lost control.” A
man who was one of those
victims told police that
before the attack Mosley
was “mad at him” because
he told Mosley he had no
romantic interest in him,
according to the affidavit.

After the 2022 attack at
the store, Mosley pleaded
guilty to the battery charges,
and the case was referred to
Vanderburgh County’s men-
tal health court, the county’s
prosecutor, Diana Moers,
said Friday. Moers said
Mosley had been complying
with court-ordered mental
health treatment.

Couch said her daughter
has life-threatening injuries
after being shot in the head
but described her daugh-
ter as “very strong. Strong-
willed, strong-headed.” She
said Cook is surrounded by

loved ones at an Indianapolis
hospital but is frightened.

“My little girl, laying
up here, wondering if she’s
even going to wake up.
She’s scared to go to sleep
because she’s scared that
she’s not going to wake up,”
Couch said.

Sgt. Anna Gray with
Evansville police said Friday
that the woman was in stable
condition after being taken
by helicopter to the hospi-
tal in Indianapolis. She said
Saturday that police did not
have an update on her condi-
tion.

Walmart said in a state-
ment on Saturday that the
store has not reopened.

“The store remains closed
while we provide support to
our associates and determine
next steps. An appropriate
reopening date has yet to be
finalized,” the Bentonville,
Arkansas-based retail giant
said.

Dance club shooting

(Continued from Page 1)
rounding it for hours before going in. A
person’s body appeared to be slumped
over the wheel and was later removed
from the vehicle.

Luna previously released photos of
an Asian man who was believed to be
the suspect.

The manhunt came after the gun-
man opened fire at the ballroom dance
studio late Saturday amid Lunar New
Years celebrations in the predomi-
nantly Asian American community
of Monterey Park. He likely tried and
failed to target a second dance hall,
authorities said.

The van was found in Torrance,
another community home to many
Asian Americans, about 22 miles (34.5
kilometers) from that second location.

The shooting sent a wave of fear
through Asian American communi-
ties in the Los Angeles area and cast
a shadow over Lunar New Year fes-
tivities around the country. Other cit-
ies sent extra officers to watch over the
celebrations.

“The community was in fear think-
ing that they should not go to any
events because there was an active
shooter,” Chu said, adding that she
hopes residents now feel safe: “You
are no longer in danger.”

Luna said the shooting at the Star

Brazil's new president
working to reverse
Amazon deforestation

By FABIANO MAISONNAVE and DIANE JEANTET

Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Shaking a traditional rat-

Ballroom Dance Studio in Monterey
Park left five women and five men
dead and wounded another 10 people.
Then 20 to 30 minutes later, a man
with a gun entered the Lai Lai Ball-
room in nearby Alhambra.

The suspect entered the Alhambra
club with a gun, and people wrested
the weapon away from him before he
fled, Luna said.

Hours earlier, Luna said authorities
were looking for a white van after wit-
nesses reported seeing the suspect flee
from Alhambra in such a vehicle.

Members of a SWAT team entered
the van a short time later and looked
through its contents before walking
away.

The massacre was the nation’s fifth
mass killing this month. It was also the
deadliest attack since May 24, when
21 people were killed in an elementary
school in Uvalde, Texas.

Monterey Park is a city of about
60,000 people on the eastern edge of
Los Angeles and is composed mostly
of Asian immigrants from China or
first-generation Asian Americans. The
shooting happened in the heart of its
downtown where red lanterns decorat-
ed the streets for the Lunar New Year
festivities. A police car was parked
near a large banner that proclaimed
“Happy Year of the Rabbit!”

The celebration in Monterey Park is
one of California’s largest. Two days
of festivities, which have been attend-
ed by as many as 100,000 people in
past years, were planned. But officials
canceled Sunday’s events following
the shooting.

Tony Lai, 35, of Monterey Park was
stunned when he came out for his early
morning walk to learn that the noises
he heard in the night were gunshots.

“I thought maybe it was fireworks. I
thought maybe it had something to do
with Lunar New Year,” he said. “And
we don’t even get a lot of fireworks
here. It’s weird to see this. It’s really
safe here. We’re right in the middle of
the city, but it’s really safe.”

The shooting occurred at Star Ball-
room Dance Studio, a few blocks from
city hall on Monterey Park’s main
thoroughfare of Garvey Avenue, which
is dotted with strip malls of small busi-
nesses whose signs are in both English
and Chinese. Cantonese and Mandarin
are both widely spoken, Chinese holi-
days are celebrated and Chinese films
are screened regularly in the city.

The business offered dance lessons
from tango to rumba to the fox trot,
and rented its space for events. On Sat-
urday, its website said, it was hosting
an event called “Star Night” from 8
p.m.to 11:30 p.m.
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tle, Brazil’s incoming head of Indigenous affairs recently
walked through every corner of the agency’s headquarters
— even its coffee room — as she invoked help from ances-
tors during a ritual cleansing.

The ritual carried extra meaning for Joenia Wapichana,
Brazil’s first Indigenous woman to command the agency
charged with protecting the Amazon rainforest and its peo-
ple. Once she is sworn in next month under newly inaugu-
rated President Luiz Inécio Lula da Silva, Wapichana prom-
ises to clean house at an agency that critics say has allowed
the Amazon’s resources to be exploited at the expense of the
environment.

Environmentalists, Indigenous people and voters sym-
pathetic to their causes were important to Lula’s narrow
victory over former President Jair Bolsonaro. Now Lula is
seeking to fulfill campaign pledges he made to them on a
wide range of issues, from expanding Indigenous territories
to halting a surge in illegal deforestation.

To carry out these goals, Lula is appointing well-known
environmentalists and Indigenous people to key positions at
Funai and other agencies that Bolsonaro had filled with allies
of agribusiness and military officers.
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Ronald G. Coffield

in Montpelier.

Ronald G. Coffield, of Bluffton, passed away at 8:25
p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 21, 2023 at his home. Arrange-
ments are pending with Walker & Glancy Funeral Home

Indiana legislators
make contentious
issues a priority

Bills focus on gender identity, so-called
‘harmful” materials, partisan board elections

By SUE LOUGHLIN
Tribune-Star

An Indiana bill that
would require schools to
report to parents if a student
“has conflicted feelings”
about their gender identity or
gender expression is being
described as “dangerous” by
an LGBTQ advocate.

Senate Bill 354, authored
by Republican Sen. Jeff
Raatz, (Richmond) chair
of the senate education and
career development com-
mittee, would require pub-
lic schools to notify parents
if a minor student discloses
to an employee that the stu-
dent “has conflicted feelings
about or is having difficulty
handling or coping with the
student’s gender identity or
gender expression.”

It’s one of several con-
servative-backed measures
filed or re-introduced for
the 2023 Indiana General
Assembly, despite some
education groups asking for
a pause on socially conten-
tious issues.

Gender identity
and transitioning

Senate Bill 354, which
deals in part with school
accreditation, also states that
parents must be notified if the
student “changes, express-
es, or indicates a desire to
change, or makes a request
to change the student’s name,
attire, pronoun, title or word
to identify the student in a
manner that is inconsistent
with the student’s biological
sex at birth.”

Meanwhile, House Bill
1220 prohibits a physician or
other practitioner from know-
ingly providing gender transi-
tion procedures to an individ-
ual who is less than 18 years
of age that are intended to
alter the gender of the minor
or delay puberty.

It provides for certain
medical exceptions and
establishes civil enforce-
ment actions. The bill
was authored by Republi-
can Rep. Michelle Davis,
R-Whiteland.

Partisan school
board elections

Also resurfacing are
efforts to make school board
elections partisan.

Among those filing bills
are State Rep. Alan Morri-
son, R-Brazil, who has filed
House Bill 1074, which
would require school board
candidates to state their
political party or status as an
independent on the petition
of nomination and on the
ballot.

In a news release, Mor-
rison states the change
“would help parents be
more informed when select-
ing the candidate that best
aligns with their values.”

Some of Morrison’s col-
leagues have said they’d be

more likely to support the
bill if it was an option rather
than mandate, he said in an
interview.

Morrison believes voters
“need as much information
about (candidates) as pos-
sible. Information is power.”

A similar bill has been
filed in the Senate. Senate
Bill 188 is authored by Jack
Sandlin (R-Indianapolis).

ISBA opposes a measure
that would mandate partisan
school board elections.

The 2022 general elec-
tion illustrates why it isn’t
needed, Spradlin said. There
was a higher level of atten-
tion and scrutiny associated
with school board races,
many candidate forums and
much press coverage.

Only three states have
partisan school board elec-
tions, Connecticut, Louisi-
ana and Pennsylvania.

Ending protection for

‘harmful’ material

Another revived pro-
posal would allow K-12
educators and librarians to
be held criminally liable for
distributing material deemed
harmful to minors.

A similar bill failed in the
2022 session.

This year’s legislation,
Senate Bill 12, is authored
by Republican Sen. James
Tomes of Wadesville. The
bill specifies that only col-
lege and university librar-
ians would be able to claim
legal protections from the
law for disseminating or
displaying material deemed
harmful, according to
Chalkbeat Indiana.

In an emailed statement,
Tomes said the bill does not
ban or censor any books; it
only removes the “education-
al” defense a school or library
can use if the presence of an
inappropriate book acces-
sible to children comes into
question. Legitimate literary
works, books and novels are
not affected, he says.

This legislation only
applies to K-12 libraries and
doesn’t include colleges or
universities.

Chad Heck, advocacy co-
chair of the Indiana Library
Federation, is also a Pike
High School librarian.

The bill “removes the
defense for schools and
libraries for providing con-
tent harmful to minors and
would allow prosecutors
to prosecute teachers and
libraries for providing cer-
tain content to minors,”
Heck said, adding emphati-
cally, “We don’t have that
content. We don’t have
obscene material in schools
and libraries.”

This story was provided
to the News-Banner by the
Hoosier State Press Associa-
tion’s Information Network.
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SPECIALS

Hot Italian Bulk Sausage..............$3.09/Ib.
Boneless Smoked Pork Chop ..........$7.09/1b.
Brown Sugar Sandwich Sliced Ham . . .. $5.29/1b.
Smoked Cheddar Cheese .............$7.49/Ib.
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Police Notebook

INCIDENTS

County:

Thursday, 9:40 p.m.,
Ind. 3 between 1000S and
1100S. Tree blown down in
the roadway. Sheriff’s dep-
uty responded and was able
to remove the tree.

Friday, 4:14 a.m., S00E
south of 1200N. Report of
men in a white pickup truck
and a green sport utility
vehicle going door-to-door.
One of the men asked a
resident for gas. The vehi-
cles then left driving east
on 1100N. Sheriff’s deputy
checked the area but saw
no vehicles matching the
description.

Ossian:

Thursday, 10:20 p.m., Ind.
1 north of the Ossian town
limits. Officer attempted to
pull over someone riding a

black cafe-style motorcycle
after clocking the motorcy-
cle at 89 mph-55 zone. The
officer tacked it into Allen
County but then terminated
the pursuit. Allen County
Sheriff’s Department notified
of the speeding biker.
ACCIDENTS

City:

Thursday, 5:05 p.m.,
Market Street at Marion
Street. Bridgette E. Ewart,
37, Bluffton, was driving a
2015 Chevrolet Silverado
pickup truck east on Market
Street. James A. Jamison,
69, Bluffton, was driving a
2011 Toyota Camry west on
Market Street. Ewart made
a wide birth for the vehicles
parked in the angled park-
ing spaces on Market and
crossed the center line.
Her Silverado sideswiped

Jamison’s Camry causing
more than $2,500 damage.

County:

Thursday, 5:01 p.m., Ind.
1 at 350S. Jason L. Stone,
45, Portland was north-
bound on Ind. 1 in his 2008
Ford Mustang. The hood
latch on the car kept pop-
ping loose so he pulled over
to the side of the road to try
and fix it. Ella L. Doll, 18,
rural Dunkirk, was driving
a 2009 Honda Civic north
on Ind. 1 when she reached
down to change the song
on her phone, drove off the
road and slammed into the
back Mustang causing more
than $2,500 damage to the
two vehicles. Bluffton Fire
Rescue and Wells County
EMS were initially dis-
patched to the crash because
the passerby who phoned

in the crash was not sure
if anyone was trapped or
injured. No one was injured
so both rescue and the
ambulance were advised to
disregard.

Friday, 7:24 a.m., 300W
south of 1100S. Brandon
A. Logan, 42, Albany, hit a
deer with his 2018 Chevro-
let Cruze. Damage to the car
exceeded $2,500.

FIRE RUNS

Thursday, 3:32 p.m.,
Lot 3 in Lancaster Estates
mobile home park, 1211
W. Lancaster St. Caller
believed mobile home hit
by lightning but there did
not appear to be any fire
or smoke. Bluffton Fire
Department dispatched but
did not find any evidence
that the structure had been
hit by lightning.

Wells Court Docket

Wells Superior Court
Criminal Cases

One-day jury trial set for
9 a.m. June 13 for Donald
Lee Ludington, 48, Bluffton,
charged with possession of
marijuana, a Class B misde-
meanor, and possession of
drug paraphernalia, a Class
C misdemeanor.

Kyle Douglas Davis, 35,
Fort Wayne, pleaded guilty
to failure to register as a sex
or violent offender, a Level 6
felony.

Sentenced to one year in
prison. The term of the sen-
tence is to be served consec-
utively to whatever term is
meted in Huntington Circuit
Court for violating probation
from a Feb. 21, 2022, sen-
tencing for sexual miscon-
duct with a minor, a Level 5
felony.

Ordered to pay $185 in
court costs.

Davis was charged
with failing to register his
new place of employment
with the Wells County Sex
Offender Registrar.

One-day bench trial set
for 9 a.m. June 16 for Brad-
ley J. Richardson, 29, Bluft-
ton, charged with operating
a vehicle while intoxicated
endangering a person, a
Class A misdemeanor, and
operating a vehicle with an
alcohol concentration equiv-
alency of more than .08 per-
cent but less than .15 percent,
a Class C misdemeanor.

Sentencing set for 8:30
a.m. March 24 for David L.
Cruz III, 19, Bluffton, who
pleaded guilty to dangerous
control of a firearm, a Level
5 felony; unlawful carrying
of a handgun, a Class A mis-
demeanor; and possession of
marijuana, a Class B misde-
meanor.

Gavin P. Lane, 23, Fort
Wayne, pleaded guilty to
driving while suspended
with a prior conviction for
the same offense, a Class A
misdemeanor.

Sentenced to a year in
the Wells County Jail, all
suspended, and placed on
probation for one year. Pro-
bation shall terminate upon
Lane obtaining valid driving
privileges.

Ordered to pay court
costs and probation fees.

On Dec. 3, 2022, Bluff-
ton police received a report
that a man in a white Chev-

rolet Trailblazer had just
been inside and left a vacant
residence. An officer spot-
ted a vehicle matching the
description southbound on
Union Street near Wabash
Street while he was respond-
ing to the call.

The officer turned around
his patrol vehicle and noticed
the Trailblazer was continu-
ing south on Union Street.
The officer headed east on
Market Street and saw the
Trailblazer come to a stop at
the Union/Market intersec-
tion. Apparently the driver,
Lane, realized he had been
spotted by police because at
this point he turned the vehi-
cle off and started to exit the
Trailblazer — just as a sec-
ond police officer had pulled
in behind the Trailblazer.

The second officer ordered
Lane to stop, which Lane
did. Upon questioning by
the officers, Lane reportedly
explained that he had come
to Bluffton from Fort Wayne
hoping to meet a girl he had
contact with on Tinder, an
online dating and geosocial
networking application.

Lane said he had been
given the address of the Bluff-
ton residence and was told to
walk into the house, which he
did, but then realized some-
thing was not quite right.

It turned out that Lane
had fallen for a prank played
on him by male acquaintanc-
es who knew the residence
they had sent Lane to was
vacant.

Upon further investiga-
tion, the officers discovered
Lane had driven to Bluffton
with a driver’s license that
had been suspended since
May 5 following a convic-
tion for driving while sus-
pended in Allen County
Superior Court.

Hector L. Muiioz Carat-
tini, 60, Bluffton, plead-
ed guilty to resisting law
enforcement, a Class A mis-
demeanor, and operating a
vehicle while intoxicated
endangering a person, a
Class A misdemeanor.

Sentenced to a year in the
Wells County Jail on each of
the counts with the terms of
the sentences to be served
concurrently.

All but 30 days of each
sentence were suspended.
Carattini was credited for six
days spent in confinement
awaiting disposition of his
case.

Placed on probation for

335 days.

Ordered to report to a
substance abuse program,
pay a $200 Countermeasures
fee, pay all costs associated
with his blood test, court
costs and probation fees.

Driver’s license suspend-
ed for one year.

As part of a plea agree-
ment, charges of resisting
law enforcement by use of
a vehicle, a Level 6 felony;
exceeding the speed limit, a
Class C infraction; failure to
signal a turn or lane change
that causes a traffic accident
involving bodily injury, a
Class A infraction; open
alcoholic beverage container
during operation of a motor
vehicle, a Class C infraction;
and driving left of center,
a Class infraction, were all
dismissed.

While patrolling Main
Street at 1:25 a.m. July 9,
2022, a Bluffton police officer
clocked a southbound 2015
Hyundai Tucson at 62 mph-
30 zone. The officer tried to
catch up to the vehicle but
was unable to do so before
the Tucson made a right turn
onto Wabash Street, swing-
ing so wide that it reportedly
was driving westbound in the
eastbound lane of the street.
The Tucson reportedly con-
tinued westbound on Wabash
Street at 65 mph-30 zone and
at Oak Street, made a left turn
to head south. The officer had
activated the emergency light
package on his patrol vehicle
and then realized that they
had turned off on their own.

= =
OSSIAN HEALTH
COMMUNITIES

He reactivated them but by
this time, the Tucson was
heading east on Washington
Street.
The lights stopped work-
(Continued on Page 10)

Financial Focus
Open the (back)
door to a Roth IRA

If youd like to contribute to a Roth
IRA, but your income is too high, do
you have any options?

A Roth IRA is an attractive retire-
ment savings vehicle, because earnings
and withdrawals are tax free, provided
you've had your account at least five
years and you don't start taking money
out until you're 59%. Also, with a Roth
IRA, you won't be required to take
withdrawals when you turn 72, which
will give your account a chance to po-
tentially keep growing.

So, if youd like to take advantage
of this investment, you might want
to consider using whats known as a
“backdoor Roth IRA”

Essentially, this strategy involves
moving money from a new or existing
traditional IRA to a Roth IRA. The pro-
cess is straightforward, but you'll need
to consider potential tax implications.

Consult with your tax advisor to
determine if a backdoor Roth makes
sense for you — if so, it could be a valu-
able addition to your financial strategy.

JEREMY M. TODD
CFP® AAMS®
Financial Advisor
1169 N. Main St.
Suite 2
Bluffton, IN 46714
260-824-0686
www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC
Edward Jones, its employees and financial
advisors are not estate planners and cannot
provide tax or legal advice. Please consult
your estate-planning attorney or qualified
tax advisor regarding your situation.

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

This article was written by Edward Jones for use
by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
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Whole or Half Hog. ......

ceeee. $2.99/1b.

www.lengerichmeats.com PRICES GOOD January 16 — January 21, 2022
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SPECINLS!

Pulled Pork with or without - BBQ sauce
Smoked Pork Chops Roasting Hogs - Sloppy Joe
Homemade Chicken and Ham Salad

CALLIN ADVANCE FOR ALL SPECIAL ORDERS

FIBER INTERNET

-

DIGITAL PHONE

Remember

WHENYOU COULDN’T
BE ONTHE INTERNET
AND PHONE AT THE
SAMETIME?

Dial-up days are long over.
Enjoy fast, reliable fiber internet
from TWN Communications.

STREAMING TV

TWN
& Communications )

&
*Services provided by TWN Communications. Not available in all areas. Restrictions, terms, and conditions apply. Taxes,
regulatory, surcharges and other charges are applicable. Call for details or visit us at www.twncomm.com/heartland for
additional information and terms and conditions of services. Customers on qualifying internet plans will receive download/
upload speeds of 25.0 Mbps to 1.0 Gbps, per respective plan. A 30-day notice is required to cancel service. TWN Digital Phone
not available with satellite internet. International call rates apply. Unlimited calling applies to local and long-distance calls within
the contiguous United States. Digital Phone 911 Service operates differently than traditional 911. See www.twncomm.com/
regulatory-compliance for information. Unlimited usage subject to“fair and normal” usage limitations as described in terms and
conditions. Streaming services are offered through our partner, Mybundle.tv. Your streaming service will be invoiced separately.
For questions regarding your streaming service or invoice, contact Mybundle.tv/twn. HREMC Nostalgia 5.175x5.pdf

HEARTLAND Get fiber-ready or sign up for service!

REMC  g33777.5563
twncomm.com/heartland
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China is a threat to
more than just Taiwan

SYDNEY - Last July, the U.S.
chairman of the Joint Chiefs, Gen.
Mark Milley, visited Jakarta where
he said China’s military has become
significantly more aggressive and
dangerous over the past five years.

While the U.S. has seemed fixated
on China’s growing verbal threats
and military maneuvers around Tai-
wan, Milley and others, including
some in Australia, are concerned that
China’s expansionist goals do not end
with attempts to take over that free
island nation.

Among those keeping an eye on
China’s activities here is Tom Switzer, executive director
of the think tank Center for Independent Studies (CIS).
Switzer believes Australian leaders are wrong when
they think their policies determine what China does.
“The truth is, *“ he says, “most great powers are ruthless
beasts: they play hard ball at every turn; and the stron-
ger China gets, the more it’s likely to throw its weight
around.”

Switzer calls what China is doing “wolf warrior
diplomacy,” where it uses its growing economic power
to coerce or harm weaker states that implement policies
not to Beijing’s liking.

Some commentators here claim Australia can rebuild
trust with Beijing without acquiescing to its demands.
Switzer disagrees and asks some important questions
the government should consider: “How do our leaders
restore a dialogue with a hyper-nationalist China that
wants us to kowtow? Doesn’t that represent a serious
threat to our sovereignty? Doesn’t Beijing’s long list of
demands as a prerequisite to improving relations make it
harder for Canberra to do more to reboot relations with
Beijing?”

On its webpage, CIS asserts that China “has been
waging a global influence campaign across the globe. It
is better understood as a strategic use of media technol-
ogy and government resources allocated by the Chinese
Communist Party in seeking to effectively influence
media content and industries in targeted countries. It
aims at changing global opinions and policy discourses
in favour of its development model, patterns of manag-
ing inter-state relations, and justification of its prospec-
tive hegemonic status worldwide. Pushback actions

Cal
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Rep. Banks take a preemptive
swing at Mitch Daniels

In the coming days or weeks, Mitch Daniels will make
a decision about whether to return to politics by running
for the Senate seat Mike Braun is vacating to seek the
open governor seat.

After serving as White House budget director, then
two terms as Indiana governor followed by a decade at
the helm of Purdue, where he froze tuition for a decade
(saving families $1 billion), raised billions of dollars and
ignited a research corridor on the west side of campus,
Daniels appears poised for a Senate run where he could
redefine conservatism after the era of Donald Trump.

If Daniels runs in this 2024 cycle race, he will likely
face U.S. Rep. Jim Banks. The
Columbia City Republican had pre-
dicted a GOP tsunami last Spring,

poke the bear with a sharp stick,” Lub-
bers said. “We’ll see how that works.”

Donald J. Trump, Jr., then tweeted
on Jan. 13: “The establishment is trying
to recruit weak RINO Mitch Daniels
to run for US Senate in Indiana. The
same Mitch Daniels who agreed with
Joe Biden that millions of MAGA

Republicans are supposedly a danger to Brian
the country & trying to ‘subvert democ-
racy.” He would be Mitt Romney 2.0.” Ho wey
This was the first
time anyone had described Daniels as a
“weak RINO.”

l e 0 ] °
against this effort of China have been occurring across (PO ltlc ng

but after that gusher was reduced Lubbers responded to Trump the

many countries, however.”

It is no secret how this influence works. We’ve seen it
in the U.S. where corporations and individual spokesper-
sons for companies that manufacture products in China
have been reluctant to criticize the communist regime
for fear of losing money. At what point does it become a
patriotic duty to start making products in America (and
Australia) again instead of putting profits above the
best interests of free nations? Journalists should ask this
question of President Biden, congressional Republicans
and GOP presidential candidates in 2024.

There is also the issue of propaganda. People of a
certain age associate propaganda with Nazi Germany
(Joseph Goebbels), Japan (Tokyo Rose) and the Soviet
Union. But China’s use of especially social media - Tik-
Tok being just one of many examples - has taken propa-
ganda to a new and more highly sophisticated level.

One of the few media outlets that responds to Chinese
disinformation and propaganda is The Epoch Times,
denounced by some as a far-right newspaper associated
with the Falun Gong quasi-religious movement. Yet it
consistently presents information that counters what is
coming from Beijing and its ideological allies.

One of the great seductions, especially in free societ-
ies, is that when one evil is defeated - Nazism, Japan,
the collapse of the Soviet Union - it can’t become rein-
carnated in new regimes and new dictators.

Eternal vigilance and the opposition to tyranny are
the price free people must pay to maintain their freedom,
which is not the natural state of humankind if one looks

around the world.

That is true for Australia, Europe (Russia’s war
against Ukraine) and the United States.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com

Today in History

By The Associated Press

Today is Monday, Jan.
23, the 23rd day of 2023.
There are 342 days left in the
year.

Today’s Highlight in
History: On Jan. 23, 1964,
the 24th Amendment to the
United States Constitution,
eliminating the poll tax in
federal elections, was rati-
fied as South Dakota became
the 38th state to endorse it.

On this date:

In 1368, China’s Ming
dynasty, which lasted near-
ly three centuries, began
as Zhu Yuanzhang (zhoo
whan-zhahng) was formally
acclaimed emperor follow-
ing the collapse of the Yuan
dynasty.

In 1789, Georgetown
University was established
in present-day Washington,
D.C.

In 1845, Congress decid-

ed all national elections
would be held on the first
Tuesday after the first Mon-
day in November.

In 1932, New York Gov.
Franklin D. Roosevelt
announced his candidacy for
the Democratic presidential
nomination.

In 1950, the Israeli Knes-
set approved a resolution
affirming Jerusalem as the
capital of Israel.

In 1962, Jackie Robinson
was elected to the Baseball
Hall of Fame in his first year
of eligibility.

In 1973, President Rich-
ard Nixon announced an
accord had been reached to
end the Vietnam War, and
would be formally signed
four days later in Paris.

In 1977, the TV mini-
series “Roots,” based on the
Alex Haley novel, began air-
ing on ABC.
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to a trickle in November, this ambi-

tious lawmaker has been on a demolition derby course.

He had flirted with a run for governor, but deferred
to Sen. Braun when the latter declared for that open seat
in November. He dabbled in U.S. House leadership in
December and early January, losing a whip race to Rep.
Tom Emmer, and then received a vote for speaker during
his ally Kevin McCarthy’s tortured 15-ballot squeaker.

Then late last week with a toxic blast of political rec-
tal gas, Rep. Banks signaled he would enter the brewing
2024 U.S. Senate race. Teaming up with Club for Growth
President David MclIntosh, the pair did something we’ve
never seen before: Running a preemptive TV ad designed
to keep a rival — Mitch Daniels — out of the race.

The same Mitch Daniels who never ran a negative TV
ad during his two gubernatorial runs in which he defeated
an incumbent Democrat, and then recorded a landslide
reelect on the same day Barack Obama carried Indiana’s

11 Electoral College votes in 2008.

But in the eyes of Club for Growth, a PAC of billion-
aires, it said in the TV Ad, “After 50 years in big govern-
ment, big pharma and big academia, Mitch Daniels forgot
how to fight. An old guard Republican clinging to the old

ways of the bad old days.”

Long-time GOP operative Mark Lubbers responded
to the Club for Growth TV ad, telling me, “These are the
same people who cost us Republican control of the Sen-
ate. Sad to see that Banks has thrown in with them.”

The Wall Street Journal’s conservative editorial board
weigh in: “It’s bewildering to see the Club for Growth,
whose reason for being is promoting growth economics,
smack a politician for working in private industry at Eli
Lilly. Even more odd is the higher-ed slam: He stepped
down at the end of 2022 as the most successful college

president in the country.”

According to Lubbers, Daniels and Banks had a phone
conversation on a recent Saturday and, reportedly, Daniels
did not attempt to dissuade Rep. Banks from making a

iels?”

dynasty.

younger: “You think the progressive
left needs to be fought; we think it needs to be BEATEN.
That requires optimistic positive conservatism that builds
majorities, wins elections & makes policy. Not just foam-
ing at the mouth, counting tweets, and grifting contribu-
tions. Hit the road.”
So, what are the chances of a “U.S. Sen. Mitch Dan-

The two strongest Hoosier political dynasties in the
last 30 years have been run by Democrat Evan Bayh
and Daniels. It was Daniels, along with then-Republican
Chairman Eric Holcomb, who created the modern GOP

Watching his 2004 and 2008 gubernatorial campaigns,
what became clear was Daniels’s strategic, tactical and
messaging strengths. As a retail campaigner, he was with-
out peer. We have seen this persist while at the helm of
Purdue University this past decade.

As for the “strongest” president of Daniels’s life, the

answer would probably be his former boss, President

Reagan, who repeatedly promoted his “11th Command-

ment: Thou shalt not criticize another Republican.”
Having said that, Evan Bayh was once considered

invincible, but he lost the 2016 U.S. Senate race 52-42%

to Sen. Todd Young. You can be the right candidate, but
in the wrong race at the wrong time.

That is a key question for Mitch Daniels: Is this the
right race at the right time?

Banks, too, will cite his patriotic duty to save America,
all while embracing Donald Trump, who since helping
kick away another Senate GOP majority last November,
has dined with a neo-Nazi, expressed solidarity with the
Jan. 6 insurrectionists, and called for the termination of
the U.S. Constitution so he could be “restored” to power

after losing in 2020 by seven million votes.

Senate bid. “Apparently they think it’s political genius to

The Trump-Biden embrace

America may not want a
Trump-Biden rematch, but
Donald Trump and Joe Biden
sure do.

A CNN poll late last year
showed that 6 in 10 Republi-
cans and Republican-leaning
independents want a different
GOP nominee in 2024, and a
roughly similar proportion of
Democrats hope for a nomi-
nee other than Biden.

Not that either man is
inclined to pay any attention.

Trump wants revenge against a
president who humiliated him in 2020
and who, with an approval rating in
the mid-40s, would seem ripe for the
picking.

Biden wants to run against a persis-
tently unpopular, controversy-plagued
former president whom he beat once
before and used to great effect as a foil
in the 2022 midterms.

Trump’s best argument is that his
policies were better than Biden’s.

Biden’s best argument is that he’s
not Trump.

It’s the weirdest, and most dispirit-
ing, symbiotic relationship in poli-
tics. It’s the career politician soaked
in conventional politics versus the
upstart developer with zero respect for
rules. The establishmentarian versus
the populist. Boring versus erratic.
And ... unpopular versus unpopular, as
well as, now that you mention it, old
versus old.

If Biden stepped aside, Trump
might feel a little less driven to run,
whereas if Trump declined to run,
Democrats would have to be much
more nervous about how Biden would

Lowry

match up against a younger,
less toxic opponent.

As it is, the weakness of
each is a motivator and prop
for the other.

Just consider: It’s probably
a good rule of thumb not to
run a presidential candidate
who’s under federal investi-

, gation for mishandling classi-
Rich fied documents.

But does that rule hold
when your candidate could
well be running against
another candidate also under federal
investigation for mishandling classi-
fied documents?

Such are the imponderables that a
potential Biden-Trump rematch pres-
ents.

Both can point at the other and try
to argue, in effect, “Hey, your special
counsel investigation is much worse
than my special counsel investiga-
tion.”

Trump tucked into this debate in
his characteristic fashion. In a Truth
Social post, he mocked Biden for
having classified documents “on the
damp floor” of his “flimsy, unlocked,
and unsecured” garage, whereas Mar-
a-Lago is “a highly secured facility.”
(Of course, Biden famously insisted
that his garage was locked -- he has a
classic Corvette to protect, after all).

Biden’s team and allies have made
the opposite case that, in contrast to
Trump, his mistakes were inadvertent
and immediately reported to authori-
ties.

Regardless of the merits, there’s
no doubt that Biden’s possession of
classified documents materially assists

If this race is enjoined and fought, it could define the
coming political era in Indiana as well as the nation.
The columnist publishes at www.howeypolitics.com. Find him

on Twitter @hwypol.

Trump in his case; it might save him
from indictment.

By the same token, Trump’s pos-
session of classified documents mate-
rially assists Biden in his case; the
discovery of the documents in Biden’s
various unsecure locations may be a
fiasco, but not one as drawn out and
legally fraught as the Mar-a-Lago
drama.

It’s a little like both parties running
candidates in the 1972 campaign who
had authorized break-ins, or in a 1980
campaign who had presided over
double-digit inflation.

Now, it’s entirely possible that the
second season of Trump versus Biden
never makes it to production. Despite
all signs indicating that he wants to
run again, Biden might pull up short
because he doesn’t feel up for it.

For his part, Trump has a significant
chance of winning the Republican
nomination, yet it isn’t a gimme, and
it shouldn’t help him that Biden and
the Democrats so obviously want to
run against him, just as they wanted
to run against so many of his acolytes
last November.

If the prospect of returning to 2020
is unappealing, look on the bright
side: We never really left.

Trump has never let us forget that
he lost to Biden (although he prefers
to refer to it as getting the election sto-
len from him), while Biden has never
let us forget that Trump is waiting in
the wings.

Despite their enmity, both men
want and need each other politically,
whether that’s what the country is
interested in or deserves, or not.

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry



LIFESTYLES

Events at the Creative Arts
Council of Wells County,

428 S. Oak St. in Bluffton
260-824-5222

www.wellscocreativearts.com
creativeartscouncil@gmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
wellscocreativearts
Instagram: @creativeartscouncil

Creative Arts office hours — Monday
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Friday,
9 a.m. to noon.

Encouraging, presenting and promot-
ing the arts for the benefit of the entire
community.

‘LEADING LADIES’

In this comedy, two English Shakespear-
ean actors, Leo and Jack, find themselves so
down on their luck that they’re performing
“Scenes from Shakespeare” on the Moose
Lodge circuit in Pennsylvania Amish coun-
try.
But then, what luck! They hear that dear
old Florence of nearby York, PA is about to
die and leave her fortune to her two long lost
English nephews whom she has never seen.
For Jack and Leo it is the work of an instant
to turn themselves into nephews Max and
Steve and grab the cash. And that’s when
the complications set in...

Romantic entanglements abound, as
“Some Like It Hot” meets “Twelfth Night”
in this screwball comedy filled with bad
behavior, high heels and a world of comedy.

Come join the cast of Ken Ludwig’s
“Leading Ladies” for a dinner theater at Life
Community Church Auditorium.

Friday, Feb. 17, 6 p.m., dinner/show $50,
show only $10

Saturday, Feb. 18, 3 p.m., show only, $10

Saturday, Feb. 18, 6 p.m., dinner/show
$50, show only $10

Tickets went on sale today, Jan. 9.

AUDITIONS FOR CREATIVE ARTS
THEATER SINGS

Auditions for the April show, a revue of
songs from favorite musicals, are scheduled
for the evening of Friday, Feb. 10, and the
morning of Saturday, Feb. 11.

Times are 6 p.m. Friday and 9 a.m. Sat-
urday at Life Community Church. Callbacks
will be at 6 p.m. Monday, Feb. 13.

Performers of all vocal styles, emotion-
al ranges, comedic abilities, and dancing
“chops” of all age ranges and ability lev-
els are invited to participate in this musical
theatre-type show. Singers are being cast
for solos, featured and ensemble roles, and
actors are needed for narrator roles.

Show dates will be 7 p.m. Friday, April

Special Feature
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COUNCIL

OF WELLS COUNTY

21; 7 p.m. Saturday, April 22; and 3 p.m.
Sunday, April 23.

For more specific information on audi-
tions and rehearsals, visit https://www.
wellscocreativearts.com/auditions- 1

CAC2 - Creative Arts Childen’s Choir

Our second semester of CAC2 begins
Tuesday, Jan. 24. It’s a perfect time to hop
in and learn spring music. Come join us on
Tuesdays from 5:30-6:30 p.m. The choir
is open to students in Grades 3 through 8.
To register go to https://www.wellscocre-
ativearts.com/202223-childrens-choir-regis-
tration-form or give the office a call at (260)
824-5222.

ONGOING ACTIVITIES

Creative Crew: Tuesdays from 8:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Life Community
Church. All forms of creativity are wel-
come — painting, drawing, needlework,
and more. Spend the morning working on
your craft and socialize with other artists.
Enter Door 1 or Door 10 at Life Community
Church. The creative crew meets in the café.

Readers’ Brown Bag Luncheon: Meet-
ing the last Tuesday of the month at noon at
Life Community Church, Door 10. All read-
ers are welcome. Call the CAC office for
more information.

Important Scheduling Note: Changes
can occur after Creative Happenings have
been published. Confirm dates and times
before planning to participate in programs
and activities.

Creative Arts Council activities are sup-
ported by memberships, sponsors and
grants from funders including Arts United,
a regional agency; the Indiana Arts Com-
mission, a state agency, and the National
Endowment for the Arts, a national agency.

Homes symbolize many different
things, including an investment in one’s
future.

Bank of America says a home equi-
ty line of credit, often referred to as a
HELOQC, is a line of credit secured by
your home. It is a revolving credit line
that can be used for various expenses.
The Credit Union of Southern California
reports that a HELOC credit line is issued
by a lender and has a limit and variable
interest rate that is secured by the equity
in your home.

A HELOC is similar to a credit card in
that they both provide revolving credit.
Investopedia says revolving credit is an
agreement that permits an account holder
to borrow money repeatedly up to a set
dollar limit while also repaying a portion
of the current balance due in regular pay-
ments over time. But unlike credit cards
that may have high interest rates, the

interest rates of HELOCs often are lower
— a significant advantage when paying
off large amounts of borrowed money.

Home equity accessed through a
HELOC can be a great source of value
for future renovations, large purchases
such as cars, educational expenses, and
alternative debt repayment. The cred-
it limit of a HELOC depends on your
credit standing and unpaid debts. It also
is determined by the market value of the
home and how much you owe on your
mortgage. According to Credit Karma,
banks tend to limit the amount bor-
rowed to no more than 85 percent of the
appraised value of the home, minus what
is owed on the mortgage. HELOC terms
also vary, but they can run for as long as
30 years.

Even though there are many ben-
efits to HELOC:s, there is a downside to
using a home as collateral. Investopedia
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Summertime in Chile — birds to
baseball, and things in between

As I write this we are
still with our daughter,
Catherine, and her fam-
ily in Santiago. During
summertime in Chile we
can do most of our living
outdoors — or at least
with all the windows
wide open. Bird chatter
is almost 24/7; one day
a bird flew into the house — fortunately it
found its way out after less than two min-
utes. Catherine said that was a first for
them. It caused quite a sensation.

One of our favorite games is Children’s
Sequence. The goal is to be the first to get
four of your pieces in a row. Then you say
“Sequence!” One morning at breakfast,
Priscilla, 6, said with great joy, “Sequence!”
In her bowl of oatmeal, she had four raisins
lined up in a row!

Beauty and the Beast — Priscilla is
always Belle and Oliver is Gaston and the
Beast — is Priscilla’s and Oliver’s most fre-
quent make-believe. The next most frequent
make-believe is “family.” The other day
they came to me and said they were going
to have a baby. Priscilla had a doll under her
dress. Later they showed up with the doll.
“Our baby hatched!” Oliver said.

We went to Pucon, Chile, Jan. 6-9 for the
Half Tronman (70.3-mile triathlon) that Diego
was competing in. On the plane I sat by Oli-
ver, who was beside the window. Before
takeoff he was playing with the window
shade — moving it up and down. I asked him
if he liked sitting by the window. “Yes!” he
said as he pushed the shade down. “When we
get to Planet Earth I can open it up!”

Baseball with their Grandpa Terry is one
of Priscilla’s and Oliver’s favorite things to
do outdoors. When Oliver, 4, was with his
cousin Felipito, 8, in Pucon I overheard him
say very seriously, “Do you know how to
say baseball in Spanish ... It’s base ball.”
(He said it very slowly.) Felipito speaks
both English and Spanish.

With 2,200 Half Ironman competitors
certain areas on the day of the race were

Say...

Funny
Things Kids

very, very crowded. Eva,
wife of Diego’s brother,
Felipe, wrote her phone
number on the forearm
of each child. She does
that whenever there is a
chance a child might get
separated from the fam-
ily. I smiled when I spot-
ted Felipito pretending to
make a call using his fore-
arm as a phone.
Following our return
flight to Santiago, on the
bus from the airport to the
parking lot, Oliver saw a
man in uniform and said,
softly, “Hi, policeman.”
Catherine corrected him,
softly, saying that it was
not a policeman, it was a pilot. “Why would
a pilot ride a bus?” Oliver asked. Catherine
said the pilot has to take a bus to his car to
drive home to sleep. Oliver said he thought
pilots slept on the plane.

| Grace
Housholder

Teresa, 4, was beginning to learn the
song “Old McDonald Had a Farm.” She
got through it just great until she started
naming some exotic animals. Then would
sing, “With an ‘I-don’t-know here’ and
an ‘I-don’t-know there ...”” — Vi Wysong
(grandmother of Teresa) of Wawaka

Henry, 6, proclaimed, loudly: “I love
Mexican food!”

“Since when?” his mother asked.
“What’s your favorite Mexican food?”

“French fries,” Henry replied.

“In Henry’s defense they do serve French
fries at the Mexican restaurant we go to,”
his mother, Erin Raatz, said.

Thank you to everyone who shares photos
and/or stories. When you share your stories and/
or photos, you brighten the lives of many people.
Please email me at ghousholder@kpcmedia.com
or go to funnykids.com to submit your story and
read past stories. Please share this column with
friends and family — I would love to hear from
them, too.

Indiana Sheriff’s Association offering $750 scholarships

The Indiana Sheriff’s Association is
awarding 40 scholarships of $750 each to
qualified high school seniors or college stu-
dents pursuing a degree in criminal justice.

To qualify for one of the scholarships
the applicant must be an Indiana resident,
be a current member of the association or

3Y$ Do LAXE
Whatis a HELOC?

says home equity lenders place a second
lien on the home (in addition to the first
mortgage lien). Defaulting on HELOC
payments can result in legal action and a
home being repossessed. Another poten-
tial pitfall is a lender may reduce or
freeze your credit line after missed pay-
ments. Even though banks attempt to
limit how much can be borrowed through
HELOC:S to help avoid

a dependent child or grandchild of a cur-
rent member of the association, attend an
Indiana college or university, major in a law
enforcement field and enroll (or be enrolled)
as a full-time student (12 credit hours).

For information, visit the www.indi-
anasheriffs.org website.

potentially negative situ-
ations, they are not with-
out risk.

Borrowers consider-
ing a HELOC have other
options, including home
equity loans. Homeown-

Foudy CPA Group, P.C.

Certified Public Accountant

2401 N Main Street, Bluffton
260-824-1040

Full-Service Firm: Tax Preparation

5730 Falls Drive, Fort Wayne
260-432-4565

ers can speak with finan-
cial advisors to learn
more about their options
for maximizing equity in
their homes.

Bookkeeping & Payroll « Financial Planning
College Planning  Financial Statement Audits
Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Call for evening appointments.
Email: info@foudycpa.com « www.foudycpa.com

L2 file

Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.

Member FINRA/SIPC

Kim Gentis
Financial Advisor

Wealth Management Specialist

260-824-8070
1245 N. Main St.
Bluffton, IN

Investment Advisory Services are offered through
Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.

TIM STEFFEN
Financial Consultant
Tim@Steffinancial.com

(260) 824-8175

Securities offered through

LPL Financial Member
FINRA/SIPC

Discover Peace
of Mind...

Safe, Secure, Insured
Investing

STEFFEN

Financial Group

110 W Cherry St, Bluffion IN

Edward Jones
edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Make your
financial
futurea
priority.

;Qi BLUFFTON JEREMY PENROD, AAMS
i ’ Financial Advisor
ggzg;lw;'szms 201 E. Market St., Suite 1
: 2035 Commerce Dr, Suite 209 260-824-2334

260-565-4134 OSSIAN

JEREMY TODD, AAMS /CFP*

Financial Advisor
1169 N. Main St. Suite 2
260-824-0686

LARRY A. SMITH, AAMS”

Financial Advisor
102 S. Jefferson
260-622-7952
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Gavin Hoeppner for Norwell draws a crowd as he splits New Haven’s Darrion Brooks and
Joseph Robertson before dishing off to a teammate in the third quarter Saturday night at New

Haven. (Photo by Glen Werling)

Knights remain perfect
in conference play with
win over the Bulldogs

By RICK SPRUNGER

NEW HAVEN — Nor-
well cleared a major hurdle
in its bid for the Northeast
8 Conference champion-
ship with a 77-65 win at
New Haven in a brutally
physical game Saturday
night.

“We control our own
destiny,” said Norwell
coach Mike McBride after
watching his team win its
fourth straight game with-
out a defeat in conference
play. “Leo, New Haven, and
Columbia City are all strong
teams, and we’re having to
play all three of them on
the road. We’ve now beaten
two of them. We’ll be at
home for East Noble and
Huntington North, but we
still have to go to Columbia
City.” The Eagkes are also
unbeaten in four conference
outings.

Depending on your per-
spective, Norwell’s win
over New Haven was either
easier or more difficult
than the final score made it
appear.

The Knights cruised
through the first two and
a half quarters, piling up a
55-31 lead, but then faltered
a bit down the stretch and
watched the Bulldogs come
thundering back and cut that
24-point deficit all the way
down to nine at 71-62. That
followed back-to-back steals
and layups by 6-1 freshman
Korbyn Hammel with 1:12
still to play.

“Their pressure caused
us issues (in the fourth quar-
ter),” observed McBride.
“They’re athletic, they’re
strong, they’re quick. We
committed some turnovers
and missed a front end of a
one-and-one. We weren’t
as strong on rebounding in
the second half, and they
(the Bulldogs) were more
aggressive.

“That let them get back
in it a little bit.”

But Lleyton Bailey con-
nected on a free throw at the
0:55 mark, and Luke Graft
alertly picked up a loose
ball and fired a long upcourt
pass to Jake Parker for an
easy bunny that put it out of
reach at 74-62 with 44 ticks
remaining.

Still, for three quarters,
Norwell put on a clinic.

Through those first three
periods, the Knights were
21-for-34 from the field for
a .618 shooting percentage,
committed just six turn-
overs, and owned a 21-12
advantage on the boards.

From an early 5-5 tie,
Norwell set sail on a 19-3
burst that threatened to blow
New Haven right out of its

own gym.

Lleyton Bailey hit two
three-pointers and Parker
one in the first period.

And then there was the
passing game.

Brody Bolyn hit Luke
McBride knifing through
the lane for one layup, Bai-
ley lobbed an alley-oop pass
to a back-cutting McBride
on the baseline for another,
and Luke Graft rifled a laser
to Parker underneath for a
third.

The quarter ended with
a clock-aware McBride
dumping a pretty pass to
a wide-open Graft under
the basket for yet another
uncontested easy one at the
buzzer and a 17-6 Norwell
lead.

Then, after a New Haven
bucket to open the second
period, Ashton Federspiel
got into the act with a pair
of free throws and a three-
pointer from the corner, and
Bolyn redirected a Gavin
Hoeppner miss back in for a
24-8 spread.

Time out, New Haven.

“We got off to a good
start,” acknowledged
McBride later. “Jake and
Lleyton shot the ball well
early, and Luke McBride
did a great job setting guys
up “We handled their full-
court press. Defensively,
we were able to make
them take some tough
shots.”

It was 36-22 at halftime;
and when Parker started
the third quarter with a
three-point play under-
neath on another sharp feed
from Lleyton Bailey and
then drove the baseline for
another hoop, it was a quick
41-22.

The lead peaked at the
aforementioned 55-31 at
the 3:18 mark of the third
after back-to-back threes by
McBride and Cohen Bailey.

It was at that point that
New Haven regrouped and
spun off a quick 10-2 burst
of its own and pulled to
within 16 points by the end
of the period.

Then, with the clock
moving like a calendar,
Parker and Bolyn each
picked up their fourth fouls
early in the fourth quarter,
Norwell committed four
fourth-period turnovers, and
New Haven went on anoth-
er 9-2 spurt to cut the gap
down to three possessions.
Not to worry.

McBride knocked down
a perfect 8-for-8 from the
charity stripe down the
stretch to keep the Knights
out of harm’s way.

McBride finished with
a game-high 26 points on

6-for-9 shooting from the
field, two three-pointers,
and a perfect 12-for-12 from
the line.

He also grabbed nine
rebounds and dished out
eight assists.

“Luke McBride was
spectacular tonight,” said
his proud papa. “To play the
kind of game he has against
the caliber of athletes he’s
been playing against, well,
that’s Indiana All-Star cali-
ber, if you ask me.”

Parker added 16 points,
and Lleyton Bailey and Fed-
erspiel nine each for Nor-
well, which improved to
13-2 on the season.

New Haven got 21
points from 6-4 senior
Darrion Brooks, 18 from
Hammel, and 12 points and
eight rebounds from 6-3
junior James Hardy off the
bench.

Jeremiah Cottrell, a 6-3
junior, tossed in 10 points
for the Bulldogs, now 7-9
overall and 3-1 in the con-
ference.

Norwell made it a clean
sweep with victories in
both the junior varsity and
C-team games.

The Knights topped New
Haven in the reserve con-
test, 53-46.

They got 15 points apiece
from Kaedyn Quintanilla
and Adam McBride, 12
from Caiden Petrie, nine
from Brady Smith, and two
from Owen Wallis.

Norwell won the C-team
game, 36-24.

Will Case scored 14
points, Grant Shelton six,
Noah Comer and Elijah
Jacob five apiece, Noah
Schamerloh four, and
Quintanilla two for the
Knights.

sports@news-banner.com

NORWELL 77,
NEW HAVEN 65
at New Haven High School

NORWELL (13-2, 4-0 NE8): Jake
Parker 6-10 2-3 16, Cohen Bailey
2-3 0-0 5, Lleyton Bailey 3-9 1-3 9,
Luke McBride 6-9 12-12 26, Brody
Bolyn 1-2 2-2 4, Luke Graft 3-3 0-0 6,
Ashton Federspiel 3-4 2-2 9, Gavin
Hoeppner 1-2 0-0 2. TOTAL: 25-42
19-22 77.
NEW HAVEN (7-9, 3-1 NE8): Jer-
emiah Cottrell 5-7 0-0 10, Mathias
Garcia 0-3 0-0 0, Joseph Robertson
1-3 1-2 4, Korbyn Hammel 6-13 5-9
18, Darrion Brooks 7-18 4-5 21, Chris
Stewart 0-0 0-0 0, Mylan Graham 0-1
0-0 0, James Hardy 6-10 0-2 12, Dar-
rion Woods 0-0 0-0 0. TOTAL: 25-55
10-18 65.
Norwell
New Haven 6 16 21 22 — 65
Three-point shooting: Norwell 8-19
(Parker 2-5, C. Bailey 1-2, L. Bailey
2-7, McBride 2-3, Federspiel 1-1,
Hoeppner 0-1), New Haven 5-20
(Garcia 0-3, Robertson 1-2, Hammel
1-6, Brooks 3-9). Rebounds: Norwell
31 (McBride 9, Bolyn 7, Federspiel
5), New Haven 22 (Hardy 8, Brooks
6). Turnovers: Norwell 10, New
Haven 3. Personal fouls: Norwell 15,
New Haven 16. Fouled Out: None.
Technical fouls: None.
Junior Varsity: Norwell 53, New
Haven 46.
Freshmen: Norwell 36, New Haven
24.

17 19 23 18 —77

SPORTS

Jenkins has 30 points as
Tigers end losing streak

By RYAN WALKER

There was a breath of
fresh air over the Bluffton
boys’ basketball team with
a 24-point home victory
over North Miami Saturday
afternoon — its first win
since the season opener over
South Adams on Dec. 2

Perhaps nobody was more
relieved to get a victory after
a 10-game losing skid than
head coach Karl Grau.

“It’s good for our guys,”
he said after the game.
“They’ve been workin’. The
one thing I like about this
group is that they’re stick-
ing together and they keep
working hard. It’s always
fun to be rewarded with a
good, positive outcome.”

The ending of the
10-game losing streak was
led by a 30-point perfor-
mance by Tucker Jenkins,
who scored 26 Friday night
against Adams Central. The
junior forward added six
rebounds to the night and
has been a tough defender to
get by.

Does Grau believe he
has found a go-to guy in the

offense now?

“Oh yeah, no question,”
he said. “He’s athletic. He’s
a big strong kid. He scores in
the post. He does a lot of great
things for us. He’s an anchor
for us, so it’s fun to have him
playing the way he is. It gives
our guys confidence.”

Even with a large margin
of victory, it wasn’t quite
reflective of it until late in
the third quarter due to a
series of short comebacks
from the Warriors.

Bluffton (2-10) took an
early six-point lead in the
first quarter before Jake
Riley of North Miami (1-14)
hit one of his three triples to
keep the score close. Sam
Baumgartner’s three and
Fletcher Wenger’s bucket
held the lead to five by the
end of the first quarter.

The Tigers looked at
a lead that got as high as
double digits in the sec-
ond, but the Warriors would
fight back to keep their head
above water. Riley’s 10
points in the quarter would
bring the score to a manage-
able 30-23 at the break.

What North Miami
couldn’t manage from that
point forward was Jenkins,
who had a second-half explo-
sion despite the fact that he
was held to just six points in
the first two quarters.

In the third quarter alone,
he scored 16 points on 8-12
shooting and eight free
throws. Seemingly every
time he got the ball, he got
right to the basket and bul-
lied defenders in the paint.

The only answer they had
was to commit fouls, some
of which were on made
buckets. Before you knew
it, the Tigers had a 13-point
lead and never looked back.

He added eight more
points in the fourth, while
teammate Fletcher Wenger
nailed a three-ball to add to
his 10-point performance.
Baumgartner tallied four
points in the quarter, and
Nolan Lambert hit a three of
his own.

Overall, Bluffton’s effort
Saturday was a team effort,
according to Grau, reducing
turnovers from the previ-

(Continued on Page 7)
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Bluffton’s Tucker Jenkins squeezes between North Miami’s Brayden Binnion, left, and Ray Pick-
ett to score two more points in the third quarter Saturday afternoon at The Tiger Den, (Photo by

Glen Werling)

Tiger girls fade in fourth
quarter, fall to Patriots

By ANDREW FEEBACK

A poor fourth quar-
ter cost the Bluffton Lady
Tigers Saturday night as the
visiting Heritage Patriots
rallied to hand them a 38-34
setback.

Bluffton (8-10) took a
nine-point lead into the final
stanza, only to see the Patri-
ots (5-14) surge in front in
the final minutes.

It came as a bit of a sur-
prise after a third quarter in
which the Tigers had out-
scored the Patriots 13-5.

“The third quarter, I
thought we played hard, we
played more intense, we were
more aggressive,” coach
Eric Mounsey said. “We just
didn’t put that together for
four full quarters. You just
can’t play hard, like we know
that we can, for just one quar-
ter and expect to come out
with a win.”

The offense was a prob-
lem for Bluffton in this one.
The Tigers finished 13 of 44
overall and missed their first
nine shots. That allowed the
Patriots to take an early 6-5
lead, which they widened to
13-7 early in the second.

The Tigers used a strong
finish to end the first half
and led 15-14 at the break.

Three straight buckets in
the paint from Maryn Sch-
reiber and a jump shot from
Marly Drayer gave Bluffton
a28-19 lead.

In the fourth, the Patriots’
Clair Bickel single-handed-

ly took over the game, scor-
ing 13 of her team-leading
18 points.

Her two free throws and
layup early on cut the lead to
five. Then she got loose for
a three-pointer that brought
Heritage within 30-26.

She got fouled on a
three-point shot the next
possession, sinking two of
the free throws. When an
inadvertent whistle on the
rebound after her third shot
gave Heritage the ball out of
bounds, she scored under-
neath to tie the game at 30
with 4:54 to play.

Raelyn Mullins’ free
throw put the Patriots in
front. Schreiber tied the
game by making one of two
at the line.

Bickel drew another foul
with 2:46 to play and made
both shots to put the Patriots
up 33-31.

The Tigers only made
two shots in the fourth quar-
ter and did themselves no
favors at the foul line, miss-
ing two front ends of one-
and-one bonuses.

Four straight Heritage free
throws in the final minute
from Kendall Zelt and Ava
Pilon put the Patriots up six.

Isabella Stout’s three-
pointer with 13 seconds left
cut the lead in half, but Pilon
made another free throw,
and the Tigers turned the
ball over to end it.

“Heritage was more
aggressive consistently

throughout the night,”
Mounsey said. “Bickel hit
some big shots, and we
didn’t do a very good job of
containing her. They just fed
off of her and made plays.
That’s what it comes down
to; their players made plays,
and we did not.”

Schreiber led the Tigers
with 13 points, while Stout
had eight.

Bluffton will travel to
Manchester Tuesday night.

The JV game was two
quarters, with Heritage win-
ning 21-10.
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HERITAGE 38, BLUFFTON 34
At Bluffton High School

HERITAGE (5-14): Ava Pilon 1-3 3-4
5, Claire Bickel 5-18 7-12 18, Kendall
Zelt 1-5 2-2 5, Natalie Otte 0-1 0-0 0,
Madilyn Scheumann 0-0 0-0 0, Lucy
Buuck 0-3 0-0 0, Corinne Bowers 0-0
0-0 0, Danica Fuller 2-3 0-0 6, Lydia
Schultz 0-1 1-2 1, Carly Gerardot 0-0
0-0 0, Grace Guenthner 0-0 0-0 0,
Raelyn Mullins 1-1 1-2 3. TOTALS:
10-35 14-22 38.
BLUFFTON (8-10): Isabella Stout
3-3 0-0 8, Lily King 0-7 1-2 1, Marly
Drayer 2-5 0-1 5, Maryn Schreiber
6-10 1-3 13, Haley Gibson 1-10 3-4
5, Tressa Renner 0-2 0-0 0, Evie
Schantz 0-0 0-0 0, Cayah King 0-0
0-0 0, Konley Ault 1-7 0-0 2, Ken-
nedy Nash 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 13-44
5-10 34.
Heritage 6 8 5 19— 38
Bluffton 5 10 13 6 — 34
Three-point Goals: Heritage 4-16
(Fuller 2-3, Zelt 1-5, Bickel 1-5, Buuck
0-2, Pilon 0-1), Bluffton 3-10 (Stout
2-2, Drayer 1-2, Lily King 0-3, Gibson
0-2, Renner 0-1). Rebounds: Heritage
21 (Mullins 9, Bickel 5, Schultz 3, Zelt
2, Pilon 1, Scheumann 1), Bluffton
30 (Schreiber 8, Lily King 7, Stout 6,
Drayer 4, Ault 3, Renner 1, Gibson
1). Turnovers: Heritage 12, Bluffton
13. Fouls: Heritage 13, Bluffton 18.
Fouled out: Drayer. Technicals: None.
JV: Heritage 21, Bluffton 10.



SPORTS

BASKETBALL
High School

Saturday Boys’ Scores

Adams Central 65, Manchester 59
Andrean 70, Highland 60, OT
Bedford N. Lawrence 58, Edgewood
39

Bethany Christian 69, Hamilton 39
Bethesda Christian 67, Waldron 44
Bloomfield 53, Loogootee 39
Bloomington Lighthouse 83, Can-
nelton 27

Bloomington No. 79, Terre Haute
South 54

Bloomington South 64, Martinsville
62, OT

Bluffton 69, N. Miami 45

Carmel 53, Brownsburg 42

Carmi White County, lll. 70, Ev. Day
43

Carroll (Flora) 71, Faith Christian 41
Cass 49, Taylor 46

Castle 73, Heritage Hills 65

Center Grove 50, Indpls Roncalli 49
Centerville 75, Blackford 59

Central Noble 38, Ft. Wayne No. rop
25

Christian Academy 58, Paoli 53
Clarksville 68, Lanesville 56

Clay City 65, Cloverdale 32
Columbia City 46, DeKalb 37
Columbus No. 49, Indpls Perry Merid-
ian 26

Connersville 51, Batesville 41
Corydon 81, Charlestown 76
Covenant Christian (DeMotte) 49, N.
White 42

Crawfordsville 47, Southmont 39
Crothersville 59, Medora 43

Danville 73, Greencastle 31

Dubois 69, Springs Valley 62
Eastern Hancock 68, Shenandoah 38
Edinburgh 77, Cambridge City 64
Eminence 70, Victory College Prep 44
Evansville Bosse 68, Gibson South-
ern 46

Evansville Harrison 53, Jasper 46
Evansville Reitz 44, New Albany 41
Fairfield, Ill. 55, Mt. Vernon (Posey) 49
Fountain Central 56, Clinton Prairie 30
Frankfort 46, Clinton Central 40

Ft. Wayne Blackhawk 79, Lakewood
Park 59

Ft. Wayne Wayne 60, Bridgeport,
Mich. 50

Greenfield 65, Shelbyville 39
Greensburg 49, S. Decatur 31
Griffith 67, River Forest 31
Hammond Noll 91, Whiting 39
Harrison, Ohio 55, E. Central 42
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News-Banner Scoreboard

Hauser 60, Rising Sun 47

Henryville 48, Borden 45

Heritage 51, Eastside 39

Huntington No. 49, Bellmont 47
Indian Creek 57, W. Vigo 45

Indpls Ben Davis 74, Gary West 37
Indpls Lutheran 74, Triton Central 61
Indpls N. Central 65, Muncie Central
37

Indpls Park Tudor 74, Indpls Irvington
2

0
Jay Co. 69, Hagerstown 33
Jeffersonville 89, Columbus East 54
Kankakee Valley 59, Lowell 50
Knightstown 45, Winchester 41
Kokomo 63, Tipton 50
Lafayette Harrison 65, Merrillville 56
Lafayette Jeff 47, Lafayette Catholic
44

Lake Station 55, Hanover Central 51
Lawrence No. 64, Homestead 46
Lawrenceburg 56, Jac-Cen-Del 42
Lebanon 55, Covington 39

Leo 65, E. Noble 64

Linton 81, Owen Valley 48

Lou. Jeffersontown, Ky. 64, Floyd
Central 59

Maconaquah 72, Frankton 46
Marion, lll. 49, KIPP Indy Legacy 19
Mishawaka 73, No. ridge 57
Mooresville 44, McCutcheon 30

Mt. Vernon (Fortville) 67, Hamilton
Southeastern 55

Muncie Burris 46, S. Adams 33

N. Daviess 63, Barr-Reeve 49

N. Harrison 37, Salem 27

N. Putnam 72, Brown Co. 44

New Palestine 64, Franklin 53
Noblesville 75, Hamilton Hts. 47
No. eastern 50, Blue River 47
Norwell 77, New Haven 65

Parke Heritage 38, Cascade 33
Penn 88, Carroll (Ft. Wayne) 64
Peru 60, No. western 52
Providence 63, Rock Creek Academy
33

Rensselaer 84, W. Central 55
Richmond 63, Bowman Academy 46
S. Bend Career Academy 59, Elkhart
Christian 48

Scottsburg 55, Seymour 44

Seton Catholic 51, Cowan 48

Shoals 50, Wood Memorial 47

Silver Creek 70, Austin 56

Southport 57, Terre Haute No. 36
Southridge 54, Evansville Christian 48
Southwestern (Hanover) 85, S. Cen-
tral (Elizabeth) 69

Sullivan 72, White River Valley 38
Switzerland Co. 53, Trinity Lutheran

33
Tecumseh 60, Forest Park 55
Twin Lakes 64, W. Lafayette 59

Vincennes (South Knox— 66, Eastern
(Greene) 33

Wapahani 61, New Castle 51
Warsaw 61, Valparaiso 58
Washington 55, Pike Central 48
Wes-Del 78, Anderson Prep Academy
39

Western 54, Mississinewa 44
Western Boone 55, Speedway 32
Westfield 74, Tri-West 51

Westview 67, Garrett 44

Winamac 40, Delphi 31

Yorktown 51, Monroe Central 47
Culver Academy Tournament
Championship

Culver Academy 58, Ft. Wayne Can-
terbury 43

First Round

Culver Academy 42, Lighthouse CPA
18

Ft. Wayne Canterbury 56, L.F. Acad-
emy, lll. 44

Third Place

L.F. Academy, lll. 68, Lighthouse
CPA 51

Indianapolis City Tournament
Semifinal

Indpls Attucks 60, Covenant Christian
45

Indpls Cathedral 65, Indpls Chatard 53
Porter County Tournament
Semifinal

Morgan Twp. 57, Kouts 53
Westville 53, Hebron 44

Saturday Girls’ Scores

Alexandria 70, Oak Hill 48
Anderson Prep Academy 47, Indpls
Washington 43

Austin 55, Orleans 46

Bedford N. Lawrence 41, E. Central
37

Bethany Christian 34, Culver Acad-
emy 29

Bethesda Christian 61, Traders Point
Christian 17

Bloomington South 51, Eastern
(Greene) 46

Brown Co. 58, N. Putnam 35
Brownsburg 54, Terre Haute No. 21
Cannelton 46, Bloomington Light-
house 15

Carroll (Ft. Wayne) 60, Penn 38
Cascade 64, Plainfield 52
Columbus Christian 60, Christian
Academy of Madison 30

Columbus East 78, Madison 45
Corydon 50, Floyd Central 27
Cowan 39, Knightstown 29

Dubois 53, Perry Central 42
Eastbrook 66, Madison-Grant 35
Elkhart Christian 36, Hamilton 23
Evansville Memorial 66, N. Harrison
49

Fishers 65, Avon 51

Forest Park 60, Mt. Vernon (Posey) 23
Franklin 51, Whiteland 32

Franklin Co. 65, Indpls Chatard 52
Fremont 43, Prairie Hts. 32

Ft. Wayne Blackhawk 47, Lakewood
Park 36

Ft. Wayne Snider 68, No. ridge 46
Greensburg 61, Batesville 22
Greenwood Christian 32, Indpls Her-
ron 28

Hammond Noll 58, Wheeler 23
Heritage 38, Bluffton 34

Heritage Christian 71, Ft. Wayne
South 27

Highland 53, Gary West 9
Huntington No. 37, Indpls Cathedral
22

Indian Creek 69, W. Vigo 30

Indpls Park Tudor 63, Horizon Chris-
tian 12

Indpls Scecina 61, Indpls Lutheran 42
Jasper 50, Martinsville 23

Jay Co. 81, Southern Wells 19
Jennings Co. 65, Warren Central 62
Lafayette Harrison 78, Muncie Cen-
tral 36

Lawrence No. 63, Indpls Ben Davis

Lawrenceburg 67, S. Dearborn 34
Logansport 62, Anderson 49
Madison Shawe 44, Clarksville 37
McCutcheon 48, Western 41
Mishawaka Marian 84, Ft. Wayne
Luers 59

Mississinewa 63, Elwood 13

N. Judson 49, Knox 31

N. Knox 53, Vincennes 39

N. Miami 62, Wabash 53

N. Posey 48, Tell City 31

New Albany 55, Evansville Central 53
New Palestine 58, Southport 56
Noblesville 66, Franklin Central 40
No. Wood 46, Goshen 33

No. eastern 55, Blue River 41
Portage 64, Griffith 21

Providence 42, Oldenburg 35
Rensselaer 69, Frontier 33
Richmond 50, Lafayette Jeff 27
River Forest 49, S. Newton 39
Riverton Parke 43, S. Vermillion 13
Rochester 45, Manchester 25
Salem 46, Mitchell 42

Shelbyville 66, Delta 31

Shoals 29, Wood Memorial 27
Southmont 66, Crawfordsville 34
Southwestern (Hanover) 62, Rising
Sun 46

Switzerland Co. 43, S. Decatur 37
Tecumseh 63, Princeton 60
Tippecanoe Valley 55, Southwood 42
Tri 68, Shenandoah 26

Union (Dugger) 46, Martinsville, Ill. 27

Members of the Norwell wrestling team pose with the No. east 8 trophy Saturday afternoon at New Haven High School. (Photo
provided by Jessica Behning)

NFL playoffs down to four teams

By The Associated Press

Joe Burrow and the Cin-
cinnati Bengals threw a
big wrench into the highly
anticipated travel plans of
the Buffalo Bills, their fans
and perhaps even the NFL
offices.

Burrow threw two touch-
down passes and Cincin-
nati’s defense swarmed Josh
Allen on a snow-slicked
field in Orchard Park, N.Y.,
Sunday as the Bengals
routed the Bills 27-10 to
advance to the AFC champi-
onship game for the second
straight year.

And it’ll be in Kansas
City again — instead of
in Atlanta, the neutral site
where the game would’ve
been played if Buffalo had
beaten Cincinnati.

“Better send those
refunds,” Burrow said,
referring to the 50,000 or
so tickets already sold for
a game that will never be
played.

“See y’all in Atlanta,”
one Bengals player was
heard yelling sarcastically
while the team made its way
to the locker room, where
cornerback Eli Apple and a
couple of teammates con-
ducted interviews smoking
cigars.

The Bengals entered the
game already feeling dis-
respected when the NFL
began selling tickets for a
would-be game at Atlanta,
that was dependent on the
Bills and Chiefs winning
this weekend.

The league decided on
the first of its kind confer-
ence championship neutral
site setting because the Bills
(13-3) finished the season a
half-game behind the Chiefs
(14-3) after their game at
Cincinnati was canceled
on Jan. 2 when Bills safety
Damar Hamlin went into
cardiac arrest and had to be
resuscitated on the field.

Hamlin’s inspirational
presence while watching
the game from an end-zone
suite was not enough to
spark the Bills.

Instead, it was “Joe
Cool” showing poise while
playing in a persistent Snow-
fall.

Burrow completed his
first nine passes for 105

yards as Cincinnati raced to
a 14-0 lead after its first two
possessions. Ja’Marr Chase
opened the scoring with a
28-yard TD catch 3:20 into
the game, followed by Bur-
row’s 15-yard TD throw to
Hayden Hurst eight min-
utes later. Joe Mixon scored
on a 1-yard run, and Evan
McPherson made field goals
from 20 and 28 yards in a
game the Bengals never
trailed.

“The bigger the moment
gets, the calmer he gets,”
Bengals coach Zac Tay-
lor said of Burrow, who
improved his playoff record
to 5-1. “Our guys believe.
They walk on the field
ready to attack.”

Burrow was 23 of 36 pass-
ing for 242 yards Sunday.

Cincinnati advanced to
consecutive AFC champion-
ship games for the first time
in franchise history and will
prepare for a rematch of last
year’s title game. The Bengals
defeated Patrick Mahomes
and the Chiefs 27-24 to
advance to last year’s Super
Bowl, which they lost to the
Los Angeles Rams.

In other weekend playoff
games:

Eagles 38, Giants 7

In Philadelphia, Jalen
Hurts returned from a
shoulder injury to throw
two touchdwn passes and
also ran for a score during
a dominant first half as the
host Eagles overwhelmed
the New York Giants Satur-
day night.

“To have him out there, I
know this is high praise, it’s
like having Michael Jordan
out there,” coach Nick Siri-
anni said. “He’s your leader.
He’s your guy. That’s the
biggest respect I can pay to
him.”

Top-seeded Philadelphia
will host the NFC champi-
onship game next Sunday
against San Francisco.

Hurts missed two
late-season losses with a
sprained right shoulder and
then showed the Giants
nothing in the season finale
when the Eagles ran a vanil-
la offense designed to pro-
tect the Pro Bowl QB.

Under bright postsea-
son lights at the Linc, the
Eagles unleashed an offense

designed to clobber the
Giants. Hurts dazzled early
with his arm and Philadel-
phia’s offensive line opened
big holes for Miles Sanders
and Kenneth Gainwell as
the Eagles finished with 268
yards on the ground. Hurts
finished 16 of 24 for 154
yards.

“Seemed like the old
Jalen to me,” Sanders said.

Hurts’ shoulder may not
have been 100 percent, but
his passing was. He went 7
of 7 for 89 yards in the first
quarter.

“This guy leads, he
brings this calmness to
the entire team,” Sirianni
said. “He’s as tough as they
come. To me, there’s not
anybody that’s played better
football than him this year.”

Even when the calls were
obvious for the Eagles, the
Giants were helpless to stop
them. Case in point: The
Eagles had the ball on the
New York 3. Give the ball to
Boston Scott? Yes they did.
Scott scored his 11th touch-
down against the Giants for
a 21-0 lead. He has only 19
TDs in his career. Giants
defensive coordinator
Wink Martindale riled up
Philly fans this week when
he insisted Scott wasn’t a
“Giant killer.”

Chiefs 27, Jaguars 20

At Kansas City, Mo.,
Patrick Mahomes threw for
195 yards and two touch-
downs, leading the Chiefs
to a 27-20 victory over the
Jacksonville Jaguars and a
place in their fifth straight
AFC title game.

The Chiefs will play
the Cincinnati Bengals in a
rematch of last year’s AFC
championship.

Mahomes missed most
of the second quarter after
his ankle was landed on by
Jaguars pass rusher Arden
Key. But the All-Pro quar-
terback came out of the half-
time locker room to lead the
Chiefs on a 75-yard fourth-
quarter touchdown drive,
and Kansas City forced two
late turnovers to help put the
game away.

Trevor Lawrence threw
for 217 yards with a touch-
down and an interception
for Jacksonville.

49ers 19, Cowboys 12

At Santa Clara, Calif.,
Christian McCaffrey scored
on a go-ahead 2-yard run in
the fourth quarter and San
Francisco’s defense did the
rest, sending the 49ers to
their second straight NFC
title game.

San Francisco advanced
to play the Eagles in the
NEFC title game next Sunday
in Philadelphia after losing
in that round to the Rams
a year ago. The Cowboys
lost for the record seventh
straight time in the divi-
sional round and have failed
to make it to the NFC title
game since winning their
fifth Super Bowl title fol-
lowing the 1995 season.

The 49ers (15-4) used
back-to-back long scoring
drives in the second half to
wear down the Cowboys
(13-6) and win their 12th
straight game.

Dak Prescott threw two
interceptions and Brett
Maher missed his fifth
extra point of the postsea-
son when his attempt was
blocked. He later made two
field goals.

The Cowboys had a
shot when they took over
at their own 18 with 2:59
remaining, trailing 19-12
after Robbie Gould’s fourth
field goal of the game
capped a nearly eight-min-
ute drive.

But Prescott threw two
straight incompletions and
was sacked on third down.
Coach Mike McCarthy
opted to punt on fourth-
and-10 with all three time-
outs left.

Rookie Brock Purdy
started the next drive with
a 16-yard completion to
George Kittle and San Fran-
cisco didn’t give the ball
back to Dallas until there
were 45 seconds left at the
6. Dallas never got close
from there.

Purdy, the last pick in the
draft last April, improved
to 7-0 as a starter since
replacing an injured Jimmy
Garoppolo early in Week
13. He went 18 for 28 for
215 yards with no turnovers
against the Cowboys, join-
ing Joe Flacco (2008) and
Mark Sanchez (2009) as the
only rookie QBs to win two
playoff starts.

Union Co. 54, Daleville 17
University 51, Lapel 50

Vincennes (South Knox— 46, Bloom-
field 27

Vincennes Rivet 48, Newton, Ill. 34
Wapahani 58, Union City 38
Warsaw 71, Concord 16

Washington 59, Boonville 29
Wawasee 38, Plymouth 28

White River Valley 46, N. Daviess 44
Whitko 63, No. field 56

Woodlan 59, S. Adams 36
Bi-County Tournament
Championship

LaVille 43, Bremen 40

Porter County Tournament
Championship

S. Central (Union Mills) 56, Kouts 40

College

Sunday, Jan. 22
MIDWEST
Indiana 82, Michigan St. 69

Tigers win

(Continued from Page 6)
ous night and winning the
rebound battle.

“It’s always good when
you have great energy. It’s
always good when you play
together. It’s always good
when you make a mistake,
and you come back, and you
correct it, or you play better,
or you play harder,” Grau
said. “Don’t dwell on your
mistake. Just come back and
play different.”

The Tigers junior var-
sity team won 63-35. Nolan
Lambert scored 16 points
to lead the way, and Declan
Grieser had 12.

Bluffton will host
Wabash at 7:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Jan. 24.

sports@news-banner.com

BLUFFTON 69, NORTH MIAMI 45

Memphis 75, Cincinnati 68
Michigan 60, Minnesota 56

Purdue 58, Maryland 55
Saturday, Jan. 21

Boston College 84, Notre Dame 72
Calvin 54, Trine 47

Indianapolis 75, McKendree 50
Manchester 84, Earlham 73

NBA

Saturday’s Games

Cleveland 114, Milwaukee 102
Phoenix 112, Indiana 107
Sunday’s Games

L.A. Clippers 112, Dallas 98
Toronto 125, New York 116
Phoenix 112, Memphis 110
Brooklyn 120, Golden State 116
Monday’s Games

Milwaukee at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Atlanta at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at Houston, 8 p.m.
Charlotte at Utah, 9 p.m.
Memphis at Sacramento, 10:30 p.m.

At Bluffton High School
NORTH MIAMI (1-14): Jake Riley
8-19 2-3 22, Landen Hunt 7-21 3-4 18,
Ray Pickett 1-7 1-2 3, Drew Wright 0-4
0-0 0, Isaac Floyd 0-1 0-0 0, Brayden
Binnion 0-6 0-0 0, Dolan Blakely 0-0
2-2 2, Bryce Gosnell 0-1 0-0 0, Pres-
ton Wilcox 0-0 1-2 1. TOTALS: 16-59

9-13 45.

BLUFFTON (2-10): Tucker Jenkins
11-19 8-10 30, Fletcher Wenger 5-5 0-2
10, Sam Baumgartner 3-7 2-5 9, Hunter
Wenger 2-5 0-0 4, Kaden Grau 2-5 0-0
4, Eli Garrett 1-4 0-0 3, Nolan Lambert
1-1 0-0 3, Hutch Craighead 1-3 0-0 2,
Andrew Hunt 0-2 2-2 2 Jude Baumgart-
ner 0-1 0-0 0, Ben Maggard 0-0 0-0 0.
TOTALS: 26-54 12-19 69.

No. Miami 10 13 12 10 — 45

Blufffon 15 15 18 21 — 69

Three-point FG: North Miami 4-19
(Riley 3-8, 1-6, Wright 0-1, Pickett
0-2, Binnion 0-3), Bluffton 4-9 (S.
Baumgartner 1-1, Garrett 1-2, Lambert
1-1, F. Wenger 1-1, Craighead 0-1,
Grau 0-1, Jenkins 0-1, J. Baumgartner
0-1). Rebounds: North Miami 28 (Hunt
8, Riley 6, Floyd 3, Pickett 3, Wilcox 2,
Blakely 2, Wright 2, Binnion 1, Gosnell
1), Bluffton 32 (Hunt 8, Grau 6, Jenkins
6, S. Baumgartner 3, H. Wenger 3, F.
Wenger 3, Garrett 2, Craighead 1).
Turnovers: North Miami 12, Bluffton
11. Fouls: North Miami 10, Bluffton 9.
Fouled Out: None. Technicals: None.

Knights place second
at NE8 Invitational

The Norwell Knights’ fin-
ished second out of eight in
the No. east 8’s Conference
invitational on Saturday, fall-
ing behind Bellmont.

The Braves had a team
score of 205.5, while the
Knights had 167.5. East
Noble finished third, fol-
lowed by DeKalb, New
Haven, Columbia City, Leo,
and Huntington North.

Hunter Douglas, at 106
pounds, was the lone indi-
vidual champion for Nor-
well. Douglas defeated Kea-
lan Fuller of East Noble by
decision 7-0.

Other individual placers
for Norwell were:

e Jason Prough placed
third at 113.

e Conner Lothamer

placed fifth at 126.

e Connor Dreiband
placed fifth at 132.

e Nicholas Stephens
placed sixth at 138.

e Cody Cox placed third
at 145.

* Max Walker placed sec-
ond at 160.

¢ Elijah Behning placed
third at 170.

 Stuart McCabe placed
second at 182.

e Tyler Luther placed
fourth at 195.

e Ethan Michael placed
sixth at 220.

e Hudson Kahn placed
second at 285.

Norwell will compete at
the sectional in its next time
out at Jay County starting at
8:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 28.

High School Calendar

MONDAY, Jan. 23

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Northfield at Southern Wells,
6:30 p.m. (no JV)

TUESDAY, Jan. 24

BOYS BASKETBALL:
Norwell at Bishop Luers, 7:30
p.m.; Wabash at Bluffton, 7:30
p.m.; Southern Wells at Mun-
cie Burris, 7:00 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL:
Norwell at Blackford, 7:30
p.m.; Bluffton at Manchester,
7:30 p.m.

SWIM & DIVE (CO-ED):
Norwell at Bluffton, 5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, Jan. 25

GIRLS BASKETBALL:
Southwood at Southern
Wells, 7:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, Jan. 26

GIRLS BASKETBALL:

Whitko at Bluffton, 6:30 p.m.
SWIM & DIVE (CO-ED):
Bluffton at Bellmont, 5:30

p.m.

FRIDAY, Jan. 27

BOYS BASKETBALL:
Bluffton at Jay County, 7:30
p.m.; South Adams at South-
ern Wells, 7:30 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL:
Norwell at East Noble, 7:30

p.m.
SATURDAY, Jan. 28
BOYS BASKETBALL:

East Noble at Norwell, 1:30

p.m.; Madison-Grant at Bluff-

ton, 7:30 p.m., Southern

Wells at Lakeland Christian,

7:30 p.m.

WRESTLING: Norwell,
Bluffton, Southern Wells at
Sectionals (at Jay County),
8:30 a.m.

IHSAA releases girls’
sectional pairings

The THSAA hosted its
annual pairings show for the
girls’ basketball sectional
tournament Sunday night.
Here are the results for all
three Wells County schools
in their respective classes
(all three are host sites for
their own sectional).

Norwell, in the Class 3A
tournament, received a first-
round bye and will play the
winner of Peru (8-12) and
Maconaquah (4-16) at 6
p-m. Friday, Feb. 3. Others
in the bracket include rival
Bellmont vs. Oak Hill and
North western vs. Mississ-
inewa.

Norwell and Bellmont
could have a rematch of last
year’s semifinal, where the
Knights lost to the Braves.
They also played earlier this
month as the Knights won
by three on the road.

Bluffton (8-9), in Class
2A, will face Manchester
(6-14) at 6 p.m. Tuesday,
Jan. 11. The winner of that
game will play Adams Cen-
tral (6-14), who the Tigers
defeated by seven earlier in

the year. Bluffton will get a
preview of the Squires when
they travel to Manchester
this Tuesday.

The other game in the
field will feature South
Adams and Whitko, with
the winner playing Bishop
Luers.

Southern Wells (8-12)
drew Lakeland Christian
(12-5) in the semifinal round
and will play at 6 p.m. Fri-
day, Feb. 3. Others in the
field include Southwood
and Canterbury, with the
winner to play Northfield.

The IHSAA added that
the tournament this year has
changed from the prior for-
mat implemented in 2002.
The regional will be just
one game, while the semi-
state will be a two-game
trip before going to the state
championship.

After the winners of
the regional games are
determined, there will be
a second drawing to select
opponents for the semi-
state games via IHSAAtv.
org.
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Dear Annie: I am at an impasse.
On the one hand, I want to keep fight-
ing for my three-person family of 18
years, but on the other hand, I wonder
if staying is doing more harm than
good for our daughter of 17. After a
Christmas argument, her mom left
and returned so late that all hopes for a
Christmas dinner dwindled.

My daughter was sad this morn-
ing. Her mom was still angry but is
calmer now. It’s tough to know what’s
right, but staying seems like what my
gut tells me to do. “Debbie” and I
are not married but have been a fam-
ily since she was pregnant. She had a
tough childhood and gets angry a lot.
There’s no reason to not be happy, so [
will keep trying. — Family Man

Dear Family Man: I am sorry that
you and your daughter are going
through this. It sounds like your wife
has lots of unresolved anger and a dif-
ficult time allowing herself to experi-
ence the joys of being together and
peaceful on Christmas. Needless to
say, you would benefit tremendously
from working with a professional
counselor, or a couples counselor for
both of you, to get at the root of the
blowups.

Continue to reassure your daugh-
ter how much you love her, and when
your wife is calm, tell her how sad
her daughter was after she left. As
far as doing more harm than good, a
17-year-old wants to know that she is
loved and safe, even if one parent is
acting like a child.

Dear Annie: I just wanted to follow
up on your recent columns about the
European/continental style of eating
questions. The other part of the Euro-
pean versus the American/Canadian
way of eating involves our use of the
knife. On this side of the Atlantic, we
typically use our right hand to hold

Fighting for family

‘Dear
Annie

our forks and
switch to our left
only when cut-
ting something,
such as meat,
when we will
hold a knife in
our right hand.
Europeans eat
with the fork in
the left hand and
use their knife with the right and do
not switch back and forth like we do.

As someone with a variety of trans-
planted friends/family, I’ve learned to
do both, and I have to admit that while
a bit more difficult, the European
way does force me to slow down and
hence appreciate my meal more! —
Having Fun With Both Ways

Dear Having Fun: Thank you for
your letter. Anything that helps slow
down the pace at which people eat
seems like a pleasant way to eat.

Dear Annie: I just read your letters
about “blah” marriages. All you have
to do is ask yourself, “Am I better
with or without him/her? Short term?
long term?” If the answer is “with,”
then the next question is, “How can I
make things even better?” — Simple
Question

Dear Simple: These questions can
help to simplify complicated situa-
tions. Thank you for the suggestion.

by Annie Lane

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s
second anthology — featuring favorite
columns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation — is
available as a paperback and e-book.
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham

deity. Some promi-
nent preachers sug-
gest large passages

Christ provides all
that we need to live

tionship with God, not
on externals. No pagan
philosophy, no atheistic

Q: How troubling to
hear talking points about
social justice standards
defined by identity, diver-
sity, and social action.
This is causing confu-
sion in areas of educa-
tion, public service, and
even in churches, saying
that all people are basi-
cally good and deserve to
live as they like regard-
less if it hurts anyone
else; and that preaching

of God’s Word be elimi-
nated. Beware! The truth
of Jesus the Christ can be
a disturbing thought. He
came to show mankind
our sin against Him. He
came to take our place
for the penalty of sin.
What a Savior!

Scripture warns that
multitudes will reject that
message, and we see that
happening today. There’s
a cost to being a Chris-

ideology, no deep sorrow
can dislodge the joy of
living as a true believer in
Christ. He’s big enough
to cope with the gigantic
social problems of the
ages. In himself, man
doesn’t have the capac-
ity to do this, but Christ
provides all that we
need to live in this sin-
sick world with victory.
When someone repents
of sin and receives Jesus
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“Are you allowed to override
Mommy’s veto?”

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku
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Difficulty: %

Lottery Numbers

Saturday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 03-08-13-17-36

CashdLife — 04-21-28-32-36, Cash Ball: 1
Lotto Plus — 06-13-15-21-41-44
Quick Draw Midday — 01-03-05-15-18-22-23-27-30-

36-42-51-55-56-57-62-69-71-75-79

Daily Three-Midday —
Daily Three-Evening

Daily Four-Midday —5-4-
Daily Four-Evening — 0-5-5-2,

6-1-9
—6-3-0,
4-5

,BE: 55
-9,SB: 7
SB: 4
-8,SB: 7
SB: 4

Quick Draw Evening — 04-05-06-08-12-13-16-17-21-
23-25-30-35-37-40-47-50-58-66-72, BE: 40
Hoosier Lotto — 09-11-20-37-38-46
POWERBALL
05-14-19-46-64, Powerball: 22, Power Play: 4

Sunday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 04-08-14-20-45

Cash4Life — 18-23-30-42-48, Cash Ball: 4
Quick Draw Midday — 02-05-07-20-22-25-27-34-38-
40-46-49-53-60-64-65-66-71-76-78, BE: 60

Daily Three-Midday — 5-7-2,
Daily Three-Evening —5-9-6,
Daily Four-Midday — 1-7-7-4, SB:

SB: 0
SB: 9
0

Daily Four-Evening — 8-9-0-5,SB: 9

Quick Draw Evening — 01-04-08-09-14-15-17-18-21-
22-25-41-42-44-47-50-57-58-78-80, BE: 14

Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Wednesday):

$8.6 million
MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for Tuesday): $31 million
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for Wednesday): $502 million
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VEHICLES

Auto/Trucks

1994 CHEVROLET SUBUR-

BAN, 2500, 184,000 miles,
white/blue, 4x2, 6.5 turbo
diesel, new paint, loaded,
Reese hitch, trailer brakes,
original, 260-450-2432.

HELOISE HINT: It's a good
idea to give your vehicle a
quick check every once in a
while. Be sure there aren’t any
scratches, dings, dents or dam-
age of any kind. You want to
deal with any potential issues
right away. Write to Heloise,
P.O. Box 795001, San Antonio,
TX 78279-5001.

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

NEED MORE EMPLOYEES?

Place a 20 word line classified
ad for a month for $52. Add a
graphic or photo for an addi-
tional $5. Contact the Bluffton
News-Banner office at 125 N.
Johnson St., 260-824-0224, or
www.news-banner.com  and
click on classifieds.

THE NEWS-BANNER IS look-
ing for a full-time bookkeeper
to fill an immediate opening.
Accounting experience pre-
ferred. Send resume and
salary requirements to Doug
Brown, dougb@news-banner.
com or PO Box 436, Bluffton,
IN 46714.

THE CITY OF Bluffton has an
opening for 911 Emergency
Services Dispatcher. Appli-
cants must show proof of a
high school diploma/GED and
may be asked to work flexible
shifts. Applications and a job
description may be obtained in
the Clerk Treasurer's Office,
128 E. Market St. between 8
am and 4:30 pm Mon-Fri or at
www.blufftonindiana.net. The
written skill test will be every
other Wednesday at 6:00 pm
at the Bluffton Police Depart-

ment, 204 E. Market St,
Bluffton, IN.
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIS-

TANT - Purdue Extension
Wells County is now accepting
applications for a full-time ad-
ministrative assistant. Applica-
tion and job description
available online at
www.extension.purdue.edu/
wells or contact the Extension
Office at  824-6412  or
hoover21@purdue.edu. Appli-
cation deadline January 31st.

HELOISE HINT: If you are old-
er and looking for work. Experts
suggest that when revising
your resume, you shouldn’t list
all the jobs you've had. High-
light the most recent ones and
focus on jobs relevant to the
one you wish to apply to. Email
HELOISE@Heloise.com.

mPulJlic Sale
Calendar

JANUARY 26 - 8 a.m.-7 p.m.
ET - Online Only - Estate of
Harold & Connie Kriescher,
Farm. Property location: North
of Hartford City, IN, at the
intersection of West 600 N and
North 200 W. 72.04+/- total
acres, 68.27+/- tillable, 3.77+/-
non-tillable, mostly tillable,
Blackford Co., Washington
Twp. Register prior to the auc-
tion at halderman.com. Hal-
derman Real Estate & Farm
Management, 800-424-2324,
Scott Shrader, 765-348-6538,
Rick Johnloz, 260-827-8181.
JANUARY 26 - 6 p.m. - Cora
James estate (Mona L. Sink,
executor), sellers. Wells
County 4H Building, 1240
4H Park Road, Bluffton. 50.9
acres, 800 S/1100 W, Wells
County, Jackson Township,
NW 1/4 Sec 17, Township 25.
Farm has 2 year lease left on it
with current farmer. Call office
for details. Heartland Auction
& Realty, Inc., 260-724-3499,
heartlandauctionrealty.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND
STARTS CLOSING JANU-
ARY 27 - 10 a.m. EST - Vari-
ous consignors. Online only
truck equipment auction!
Offering 400+ lots! 2012-2014
Freightliner M2106 box trucks,
dump trucks, day cabs, utility
trucks, utility trailers, 60+ vari-
ous skid steer attachments, 40’
shipping container, tents, work
benches/tool boxes and much
more! Preview by appoint-
ment only, 815 Adams Street,
Decatur. Krueckeberg Auction
& Realty LLC, 260-724-7402,
kjauction.com.
JANUARY 28-FEBRUARY
4 - (Online Only Auction)
- Multiple consignors, sell-
ers. 2008 Ford F150 with tow-
ing package, Red Line Hot
Wheels, Lesney Matchboxes,
antiques, vehicle memorabilia,
baseball, basketball and foot-
ball cards, coin and currency,
Walt Disney Classic Collec-
tion, early crocks, mid century
modern dresser, outstanding
collection of oil lamps. Pre-
view: Jan. 26 from 3 p.m. to
6 p.m. and Feb. 2 from 3 p.m.
to 6 p.m. 102 S. Jefferson St.,
Ossian (Steffen Group Auction
Gallery). The Steffen Group
Inc., 260-824-3006.
BIDDING ENDS JANUARY
— (Online Only Auction) -
Schwartz Family, seller. Out-
standing artifact and antique

auction. Native American Indi-
an arrowheads, tools, pottery,
antiques, taxidermy, much
more. Open house Jan. 24
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. or Jan.
28 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., 303
West Market, Bluffton. Isaac
Stoller, sale manager, The
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
JANUARY 29-FEBRU-
ARY 5 - (Online Only Auc-
tion) - Ormbsy Trucking,
sellers. Office equipment,
M8950 Kubota tractor, power
tools, truck parts, Sur Trac
7’ enclosed trailer, Cole Z71
popup camper, lawn and gar-
den tools, exercise equipment,
much more. Open House:
Feb. 2, 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., 888
W. Railroad St., Uniondale, IN.
Nick Huffman, sale manager,
The Steffen Group Inc., http://
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.

BIDDING STARTS CLOSING
FEBRUARY 1 STARTING AT
10 A.M. EST - Owners name
on file. Online only Gander
Outdoor retail display auc-
tion! Large selection of vari-
ous retail display shelving and
racks, pallet racking, lighted
glass display cases, cloth-
ing retail display, new full-size
mannequins, office supply and
furniture, 100+ new wood pal-
lets, pallet jacks, floor scrub-
bers, ladders, much more!
Preview Jan. 30, 1-3 p.m. EST,
6043 Lima Rd., Fort Wayne.
Pick up Feb. 3 and 6, 10 a.m.-
3 p.m. Krueckeberg Auction
& Realty LLC, kjauction.com,
260-724-7402.

BIDDING NOW OPEN AND
STARTS CLOSING FEBRU-
ARY 5 STARTING AT 4 P.M.
EST - Fred & Sue Dahling,
owner. Online only personal
property auction! Household

SUDOKU ANSWER

¥ Aamagnq

9 /

.
o

*UL 2WATPUAG s BUTY ¢ 707 @

N [~ |M O | F |0~

MO F|O NN |
O MN®DNWO | — | O
O |~ N[O I M|~ O
O NN~ 0|0 |~ N
MO OO |~ N[O (™
< MO |0 M~ N
DO M~ (NI ™
— NI M (OG0

furniture, kitchen items, vin-
tage collectibles, antique
décor, metal vintage toys, vari-
ous holiday décor, yard & gar-
den tools, porch swing & much
more! Preview Feb. 2, 5-6 p.m.
EST, 11006 Rose Ave., New
Haven. Pick up Feb. 6, 1-5
p.m. & Feb. 7, 9 a.m.-noon.
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty
LLC, kjauction.com, 260-724-
7402.

FEBRUARY 13 - 10 a.m. - Jim
& Rosie Hill, sellers. 3282 N
300 W, Decatur. Machine &
farm equipment. JD tractors,
loader, 3010 gas NF restored,
combine, 6 row corn head
complete rebuild, hydroflex 20
ft. grain table, planters, rotary
mower, field cultivator, Unver-
ferth rolling basket w/harrow,
grain wagons, 6 row IH cultiva-
tor, 15 ft. M&W rotary hoe, 3 pt
Emco 8 ft. blade, 8" PTO grain
auger, 21 ft. diameter 6 ring
grain bin w/dryer, misc. Heart-
land Auction & Realty, Inc.,
heartlandauctionrealty.com,
260-724-3499.

Public Notices

NOTICE

The City of Bluffton is accept-
ing sealed bids for the purchase of
street materials for 2023. Bidding
specifications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer’s Office,
128 E Market St, Bluffton, IN,
46714, Mon-Fri, 8 am to 4:30 pm.
Bids must be returned to the Clerk
Treasurer’s Office by 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, January 31st, 2023, to
be opened and read aloud at the
Board of Public Works and Safety
on Tuesday, January 31st, 2023, at

4:30 p.m.
nb 1/16, 1/23
hspaxlp

NOTICE

The City of Bluffton will receive
sealed bids for the construction
of sidewalks/curbs and concrete
repair.

Specifications and Notice to
Bidders may be obtained from the
Clerk Treasurer’s Office, 128 E
Market St, Bluffton, IN, 46714, from
8 am to 4:30 pm Mon-Fri.

Sealed bids must be returned
to the Clerk Treasurer’s Office by
4:30p.m on Tuesday, January 31,
2023 to be opened at the Board of
Works and Public Safety at 4:30
p.m. on January 31, 2023.

nb 1/16, 1/23
hspaxip

PART TIME HANDYPERSON
needed for yard work and mis-
cellaneous jobs, 260-273-0516

FOR SALE

' RETRIEVER

LABRADOR
PUPS FOR SALE! We have
six purebred lab retrievers for
sale. Black and yellow, male
and female. Price negotiable.

260-307-3637
losrinksmx@gmail.com

HELOISE HINT: How to safely
clean your pet's ears. The
American Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals
recommends that you pour a
tiny bit of liquid ear cleaner on
a cotton ball. Carefully wipe
away any wax or dirt. Avoid
going deeply into the ear ca-
nal. Email HELOISE@Heloise.
com.

Wanted to Buy

WANTED TO BUY silver and
also wanted to buy guns. Call
M. Schwartz, 260-525-8877.

or

January

G00DS &

DIRE| TORY

Classifieds

HeIp Wanted

SERVICES

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

THINKING ABOUT INSTALL-
ING a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy. FREE
design consultation. Enjoy
your shower again! Call 1-855-
475-0534 today to see how
you can save $1,000 on instal-
lation, or visit www.newshow-
erdeal.com/hoosier (1)

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC - Timeshare
Cancellation Experts - Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207 (1)

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER Internet for speeds up to
5 Gigs, no data caps, no throt-
tling. Prices starting at $54.95.
Plus, a $100 gift card when you
make the switch. Call 1-833-
754-0929 (1)

Vs

Swiss Village, Inc.
Berne, IN

Now Seeking: LPN/RN or QMA

Swiss Village is now offering a $5,000 sign-on bonus for Full-
Time LPNs or RNs on night shift! Positions will be 36 hours/week,
6pm-6am, with every third weekend required. Positions eligible for
benefits including health, dental, vision, and life insurance, Paid
Time Off (PT0), and 403(b) retirement plan participation.
Come join our team!!

\N

A

Apply online at swissvillage.org , in-person, or send Resume to:
Taylor Lehman, VP of Human Resources
Swiss Village | 1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711
or email: careers@swissvillage.org
EOE
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Ag Panel and Standlng Seam

MANUFACTURER OF METAL
ROOFING, SIDING & TRIM

(ompletelinelofiSliding|Door/Accessories

20 Colors

g 40 Year
=, Warranty

COUNTRY
PLACE apartments

408 Countryside Drive, Ossian

- 1& 2 Bedrooms

- Laundry Facilities On-Site
- All Ground-level

« Private Entrances

- Equipped Kitchen

260622-6429

Virtual Tours Offered

r. INDIANA FARM
(] BUREAU INSURANCE"
YOUR LOCAL AGENTS
Bluffton Office: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place ¢ Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton « Matt Schweikhardt « Michael Towne

HIDEAWRY

BEER=BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Decks * Garages * Pole Barns ¢ Siding * Remodeling
Metal and Shingle Roofing * Storm Damage *Trim Wood Working and more!

st martmente.com Follow us on Ei for our Events.
& 5 123S Jomvsow ST. »824-0455
G ARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models - broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”
Call us at 824-3262
Primary  260-223-4276  Free
Contracting, LLC Estimates

W NAELA

Home Healthcare.

As your guide through
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Attt
Ossian, IN 46777 s

Gerret J. Swearingen
SWEARINGEN

ELDER LAW
« Medicaid Planning

« In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

Come See Us for Your (BD Qil Needs

R Warren Tﬁamcy@
(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St., Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist » Melinda Daniels, RN

Owner - Edwin Wickey ~ COMPETITIVE RATES!
As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret A -1 u. stor
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving Safe & Secure
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In- s"fs“"aye

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

— 824-1846
*Safety Lighting *Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.a1-ustor.com
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican E
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

AMISH

CONSTRUCTION

We specialize in
your Home Remodel
or New Homes

¢ Kitchen Cabinets
e Bathroom
* Vanities
* Metal Roofs
* Shingle Roofs
* Siding

Free Estimate

1-260-307-6355

Call or Text

«2)AMISH CREW

will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

Seamless
su re-rlo Gutters
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Protection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. . Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

((’

(/{ 6-7(1(’/1’

soceales

Need Cash?
We Buy Cars & Trucks

Any Condition
CALL: 260-403-4646

ASSISTING IN:

« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

« Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

For as $
little as .. PER ISSUE

YOUR BUSINESS IN Call
THE NEWS-BANNER  824-0224

E [ ’ or 622-4108

Feb. deadline is
®  Tues,Jan.24!
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ing on the patrol car again,
so the officer reactivated
them but the Tucson report-
edly turned southbound onto
Jersey Street. The Tucson
then pulled into the drive-
way of a private residence.
The officer exited his patrol
vehicle and recognized the
driver as Carattini from
prior incidents that the offi-
cer had investigated.

The officer observed
in his report that Carri-
tini appeared intoxicated,
smelled of alcohol and blew
a .168 percent alcohol con-
centration equivalency on a
Breathalyzer test.

Carritini was reportedly
also in possession of part of
a ballpoint ink pen which
had a white residue on it.
He allegedly admitted to the
investigating officer later
in the investigation he used
the end of the pen to “snort”
crushed pain pills.

While he was being
detained at Bluffton Region-
al Medical center, Carritini
allegedly resisted attempts
by a nurse to take his blood.

Order of conditional dis-
charge entered for Xavier
Bradley Fonvil, 20, Bluff-
ton, charged with posses-
sion of marijuana, a Class B
misdemeanor, possession of
drug paraphernalia, a Class
C misdemeanor, and speed-
ing, a Class C infraction.

The duration of deferred
proceedings is 180 days. If
Fonvil follows the rules set
for him by the Wells County
Probation Department dur-
ing that time period, the
charges against him will be
dismissed.

Ordered to pay $100 in
fees.

While patrolling north
on Jefferson Street/Ind. 1 in
Ossian Dec. 6, a sheriff’s
deputy clocked an oncom-
ing southbound 2018 Nissan
Altima at 45 mph-25 zone
in downtown Ossian.

The deputy turned
around his patrol vehicle
and pulled the Altima over.

The deputy observed
in his report filed with the
court that the interior of
Fonvil’s Altima smelled

Wells Court Docket

like marijuana. The deputy
asked Fonvil when the last
time was that he smoked
marijuana and Fonvil
reportedly asked the dep-
uty in return, “It’s because
my car smells like ‘weed’
right?” Weed is a slang term
for marijuana.

Fonvil reportedly also
told the deputy that he had
just moved to Indiana from
Connecticut and in Connect-
icut “weed” is legal.

A second deputy who
arrived to assist in the traf-
fic stop and reported finding
several items of drug para-
phernalia, plastic zip-top
bags of a green leafy plant
material with the odor and
appearance of marijuana,
a black grinder, packages
of cigarillos, a package of
RAW brand tips normally
used to filter marijuana
cigarettes, a “pre-roll” — a
slang term for a pre-made
smoking tube to be filled
with marijuana and a vape
pen containing THC oil.
THC is the psychoactive
ingredient in marijuana.

Civil Cases

Writs of possession
entered for Maple Grove
Estates mobile home park,
Bluffton, against ten-
ants: Christine Bailey and
Nathanael Matthew Smith.

Judgments for damages
entered for Maple Grove
Estates against former ten-
ants: Gary Hurley, $3,000;
Timothy Hughes II, $3,106;
Lee Breedlove, $3,000.
Each were also ordered to
pay $115 in court costs.

Marriage Licenses

Gwyneth Roxene Cole-
man, 24, Bluffton, and Kyle
Douglas Gearheart, 30,
Bluffton.

Alyssa Marie Sponseller,
30, rural Bluffton, and Jere-
my Robert Brown, 32, rural
Bluffton.

Taylor Renee Nally, 29,
Poneto, and Michael Phillip
Benedict, 32, Poneto.

Alexsa Ryeanne Potts,
24, Ossian, and Travis Wil-
liam Ladd, 27, Ossian.

File Reports

Reports of receipts and
expenditures of politi-
cal committees have been
filed with the Wells County

Clerk’s office by:

e Thompson for school
board, Julie Ann Thompson,
rural Bluffton, non-partisan
for Bluffton-Harrison Met-
ropolitan School Board of
Trustees at-large position.

For the period beginning
Oct. 15 and ending Dec. 31,
the committee showed no
cash on hand at the begin-
ning of the reporting period,
no itemized nor unitemized
contributions or receipts,
no expenditures, and ended
the reporting period with no
cash on hand.

The committee had no
debt.

For the year-to-date
2022, the committee began
the reporting period with
no cash on hand, received
$808.05 in itemized con-
tributions and receipts,
received no unitemized con-
tributions or receipts, made
$808.05 in itemized expen-
ditures, made no unitem-
ized expenditures and ended
the reporting period with no
cash on hand.

* Restoring America One
Community at a Time, Peter
Christopher Koiner, Bluff-
ton, Republican for Bluff-
ton-Harrison Metropolitan
School Board of Trustees at-
large position.

For the period beginning
Oct. 15 and ending Dec.
31, the committee showed
$85.99 in cash on hand,
no itemized contributions
or receipts, no unitemized
contributions or receipts, no
itemized expenditures and
no unitemized expenditures.
The committee concluded
the reporting period with
$85.99 in cash on hand.

The committee owed no
debt.

For year-to-date 2022,
the committee began the
reporting period with
no cash on hand, logged
$810.03 in itemized con-
tributions and receipts, $25
in unitemized contribu-
tions and receipts, recorded
$749.04 in itemized expen-
ditures, logged no unitem-
ized expenditures, and
ended the reporting period
with $85.99 in cash on hand.

e Vanover for Wells
County, Michael “Mike”

Minister: Germany won't block
Poland giving Ukraine tanks

By ANDREW
MELDRUM
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) —
The German government
will not object if Poland
decides to send Leopard 2
battle tanks to Ukraine, Ger-
many’s top diplomat said
Sunday, indicating move-
ment on supplying weapons
that Kyiv has described as
essential to its ability to fend
off an intensified Russian
offensive.

German Foreign Min-
ister Annalena Baerbock
told French TV channel
LCI that Poland has not
formally asked for Berlin’s
approval to share some of its
German-made Leopards but
added ““if we were asked, we
would not stand in the way.”

German officials “know
how important these tanks
are” and “this is why we are
discussing this now with our
partners,” Baerbock said in
interview clips posted by

LCIL.

Ukraine’s supporters
pledged billions of dollars in
military aid to Ukraine dur-
ing a meeting at Ramstein
Air Base in Germany on
Friday. International defense
leaders discussed Ukraine’s
urgent request for the Leop-
ard 2 tanks, and the failure
to work out an agreement
overshadowed the new
commitments.

Germany is one of the
main donors of weapons
to Ukraine, and it ordered
a review of its Leopard 2
stocks in preparation for a
possible green light. None-
theless, the government in
Berlin has shown caution at
each step of increasing its
military aid to Ukraine, a
hesitancy seen as rooted in its
history and political culture.

Germany’s tentativeness
has drawn criticism, particu-
larly from Poland and the
Baltic states, countries on
NATO’s eastern flank that

feel especially threatened by
Russia’s renewed aggression.

Polish Prime Minister
Mateusz Morawiecki said
that if the fellow NATO and
European Unio member did
not consent to transferring
Leopard tanks to Ukraine,
his country was prepared to
build a “smaller coalition”
of countries that would send
theirs anyway.

“Almost a year had
passed since the outbreak of
war,” Morawiecki said in an
interview with Polish state
news agency PAP published
Sunday. “Evidence of the
Russian army’s war crimes
can be seen on television
and on YouTube. What
more does Germany need to
open its eyes and start to act
in line with the potential of
the German state?”

Previously, some officials
in Poland indicated that Fin-
land and Denmark also were
ready to send Leopards to
Ukraine.

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

Connie Vangelakos *
el

&aﬁ:&ocmte&
WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY

INSURANCE COMPANIES

[} WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

w

Hlack

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

FREE INFORMATION - FREE EDUCATION ON
ALL OUR PRODUCTS WE ARE FORMER TEACHERS

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE USTO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall - 260-824-1618

K. Vanover, rural Keystone,
Republican for Wells Coun-
ty Commissioner District 1.

For the period beginning
Oct. 15 and ending Dec.
31, the committee showed
$7.813.27 in cash on hand,
no itemized contributions
or receipts, no unitemized
contributions or receipts,
$1,185 in itemized expendi-
tures, no unitemized expen-
ditures and ended the report-
ing period with $6,628.27 in
cash on hand.

The itemized expendi-
tures were $185 to the Wells
County Auditor and $1,000
to Congressman McCarthy.

For year-to-date, the
committee began the report-
ing period with $15,981.52,
no itemized contributions
and receipts, no unitemized
contributions and receipts,
and finished the reporting
period with $14,796.52 in
cash on hand.

* Hunt for City Council,
Joshua Daniel Hunt, Bluff-
ton, Republican for Bluffton
Common Council District 2.

For the period begin-
ning Jan. 1 and ending Dec.
31, 2022, the committee
showed $1,109.17 in cash
on hand, no itemized con-
tributions or receipts, no
unitemized contributions or
receipts, no itemized expen-
ditures, $60 in unitemized
expenditures and ended
the reporting period with
$1,049.17 in cash on hand.

The committee owed no
debt.

e Barkley for Ossian,
Joshua W. Barkley, Ossian,
Republican for Ossian Town
Council at-large.

For the period beginning
Oct. 14 and ending Dec.
31, 2022, the committee
showed $7,412.62 in cash
on hand at the beginning of
the reporting period, $1,000
in itemized contributions,
no unitemized contribu-
tions, $5,647.86 in itemized
expenditures, and ended
the reporting period with
$2.,764.76 in cash on hand.

The committee owed
$10,000 in debt to the candi-
date himself.

Itemized contributions
were: $100 from Phil Dino-
vo, Ossian; $100 from Rich-

ard T. Zeplin, rural Union-
dale; $100 from Stardette
Reppert, rural Uniondale;
$200 from RTZ Services,
Ossian; and $500 from Jim
Banks for Congress.

Itemized expenditures
were: $1,000 to Veronica
Wilson, rural Markle for
consulting fees; $3,077.23
to New Haven Print, Fort
Wayne, for mailings; and
$13.20 to the United States
Post Office, Ossian, for
postage.

For the year-to-date,
2022, the committee showed
no cash on hand at the
beginning of the reporting
period, $12,800 in itemized
contributions and receipts,
no unitemized contributions
or receipts, $10,035.24 in
itemized expenditures, no
unitemized expenditures,
and ended the reporting
period with $3,764.76 in
cash on hand.

* Committee to Elect
Vicki Andrews, rural War-
ren, Republican for Wells
County Council at-large.

For the period beginning
Jan. 1 and ending Dec. 31,
the committee showed no
cash on hand at the begin-
ning of the reporting period,
$320.24 in itemized con-

tributions and receipts, no
unitemized contributions
nor receipts, no itemized nor
unitemized expenditures, and
ended the reporting period
with $320.24 in cash on
hand.

The committee owed no
debt.

The itemized contribu-
tion was $320.24 from Ryan
Mounsey, Bluffton.

e Committee to Elect
Rick Elwell, Rick Dean
Elwell, Bluffton, Republi-
can for Bluffton Common
Council at-large.

For the period begin-
ning Jan. 1 and ending Dec.
31, the committee showed
$220.35 in cash on hand at
the beginning of the report-
ing period, $10 in itemized
contributions and receipts, no
unitemized contributions nor
receipts, $200 in in itemized
expenditures, no unitemized
expenditures, and ended the
reporting period with $30.35
in cash on hand.

The lone itemized contri-
bution was from the candi-

date himself.
The $200 itemized

expenditure was $200 to the
Wells County Republican
Party for Lincoln Day Din-
ner tickets.
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Rehabilitation (outpatient & inpatient) « Healthcare
Independent Living - Assisted Living - Memory Care

www.Life AtHeritage.org
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'ROUBLED?
TRY PRAYER!

deweeseappliance.com

DelWeese

SOFTWATER & APPLIANCES
We Service All Appliances

1-800-356-4440 < 231 N. Wayne St., Warren v
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FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT ©
FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

NEW YEAR,

NEW YOU
Visit the Y!

Being part of the Y means
you are committing to more

than becoming healthier. You are
supporting values and programs
that strengthen your community.

CAYLOR-
NICKEL FDN.
FAMILY YMCA
Visit us at:

fwymca.org

This special feature made possible by these community minded businesses:

PRETZELS

123 Har\)est Ro;d.
Bluffton, IN 46714

Local Company - Local People
- Local Service

¢ AdamsWells

“ INTERNET TELECOM TV

A Division of The Craigville Telephone Company

260-565-3131

www.adamswells.com




