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Council agrees to fund upgrades near Parlor Bluff

* Additional story, Page 3
By DAVE SCHULTZ
The city of Bluffton has agreed to pay the company
developing Parlor Bluff — the subdivision formerly known
as the Estates of Parlor City — to do work that will benefit
the city as other housing developments are planned and con-

structed.

Parlor Development Inc. will extend Willowbrook Trail
to Parlor Bluff’s boundary line, improve drainage in areas
bordering its land, extend a sanitary sewer line, increase the
size of water mains, install storm drainage improvements,
and reconfigure the subdivision’s cul-de-sacs — all in accor-
dance with the city’s development requirements.

The price tags included so far in the agreement
are $35,420.78 for the oversizing of the water mains,
$58,859.38 for the cul-de-sacs, and another $6,809.87 for its
half of the cost of stone backfill for the stormwater sewers.

The cul-de-sac improvements were necessary because
the developers’ original request for smaller turnarounds was
approved by the city — only to be told by Fire Chief Don
Craig that the smaller design violates state fire code. That

Schultz)

led the developer to charge the city for the changes.

The remainder of the costs have yet to be figured. When
council member Roger Thornton asked for a timeline as to
when the total amount would be known, he was told the
plans are still being made and costs would be available as
the project gets nearer to completion.

The four council members present —
Rick Elwell, Scott Mentzer, and Janella Stronczek — all
approved the agreement. The fifth council member, Josh
Hunt, was not present due to illness.

Mayor John Whicker told the council that, according to
the agreement, the money would not be due until the costs
had been fully documented. He also said the agreement
should not be considered a precedent.

Roger Thornton,

daves@news-banner.com

Working a second job

Mayor John Whicker, at left, swears in the four present members of the Bluffton Common Council — from left, Roger Thornton,
Rick Elwell, Scott Mentzer, and Janella Stronczek — as members of the Bluffton Redevelopment Commission during Tuesday
night’s meeting. The city’s mayor appoints three members to the commission and the council appoints two others. By tradition,
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a couple of developers during the last
council meeting of 2021. At that time,
Jeff Thomas — who is working on the
Parlor Bluff development on the city’s
north side — and Jeff Stringer both
said that Bluffton’s development stan-
dards are not what they are elsewhere.
Those other city’s standards are good
enough for them, they said, and Bluff-
ton is taking itself out of the running

the Common Council members have also served on the Redevelopment Commission. Whicker appointed Elwell, Mentzer, and
Stronczek, and the council appointed Thornton and Josh Hunt. Clerk-Treasurer Tami Runyon is seated at center. (Photo by Dave

Mayor says he’s over public ‘city-bashing’

By DAVE SCHULTZ

The city’s infrastructure standards
came under scrutiny Tuesday after-
noon during the meeting of the Bluff-
ton Board of Public Works and Safety.

The questions from Board of Works
members Roger Thornton and Scott
Mentzer, both of whom are also mem-
bers of the Bluffton Common Council,
stemmed in part from the comments of

tors.

tweaked and being put into place.

(Continued on Page 2)
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By JESSICA BRICKER

Last year, K-9 Leo of the Wells Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department was deployed
15 times to track down fleeing suspects,
assisted with four barricaded suspect
calls, provided assistance for perimeter
security “during high-risk operations”
six times and assisted with the arrest of a
murder suspect.

K-9 handler Sgt. Andrew Campbell
compiles an annual activity report for the
K-9 unit, and Sheriff Scott Holliday dis-
tributed the 2021 report Tuesday evening
to the Wells County Council. Holliday
said it’s nice to see the investment and
what the unit does in the community.

“It takes a lot of work and training for
a K-9 officer to be a dog handler, and the
investment that the county makes in hav-
ing one of those dogs,” Holliday said.
“There is a significant payoff as well.
Plus he’s pretty famous.”

K-9 Leo has won the News-Banner’s
reader’s choice contest two years in a row
for best first responder and best police
officer in Wells County. He also has a fol-

page. (Photo provided)

This August 2021 photo of K-9 Leo posing with his two latest reader’s choice certificates
garnered hundreds of interactions on the Wells County Sheriff’s Department Facebook

lowing on the department’s social media
page. Holliday said Leo is a good public
relations tool for the department and chil-

‘Very glad to have him’

Sheriff reports on K-9 unit’s 2021 activity, gives department’s
annual report during first county council meeting of the year

dren love the interaction.

But he is also successful at his job.

“In the end, he does exactly what he’s
supposed to do and that’s to help deter
crime and sniff out drugs and apprehend
people who don’t want to comply,” Holli-
day said. “We’re very glad to have him.”

Among the items in the report:

* Total deployments: 127

* 306 training hours

* One search for a missing child

e Three times present during a reported
burglary in progress

* 13 instances of found drugs, includ-
ing cocaine, heroin and methamphet-
amine.

e A “bite apprehension of a suspect
refusing to exit (the) vehicle after Black-
ford County vehicle pursuit ended in
Wells County. Suspect attempted to break
into Montpelier Historical Society prior
to pursuit.”

* “K-9 Leo’s presence and barking
convinced seven suspects who were in a
Warren hotel room to surrender without
altercation. One subject had an arrest for
murder. Two others (were) wanted for
their roles in the shooting or supplying the

(Continued on Page 2)

for other developments and contrac-

Thornton indicated during the
Board of Works meeting Tuesday that
he did not want to be seen as critical
of what has been done, but he was get-
ting impatient as the standards were

“I can’t think of an area where the

Ossian Police Department sets its goals for the new year

By GLEN WERLING

Sgt. Stephanie Tucker updated
members of the Ossian Metro-
politan Board of Police Com-
missioners Tuesday on the goals
accomplished by the Ossian Police
Department within its budget for
2021 and the goals the department
has set for 2022.

In 2021 the department was
able to:

e Purchase a new handheld
radar

* Replace the 2011 squad car

* Accomplish instructor devel-
opment training

e Accomplish evidence room

training

In 2022, the goals are to:

* Purchase backup weapons

* Undertake professional devel-
opment training

* Purchase 3 automatic external
defibrillators

* Undergo live fire training

e Upgrade the department’s
handguns

e Restructure the police pay
scale

Regarding the pay scale, Tucker
observed that the ball is now in the
court of the Ossian Town Council.
The council has made some chang-
es to the scale originally proposed

by Tucker and Chief Dave Rigney,
but even with the adjustments the
proposed pay scale is better than
the wage structure that the depart-
ment currently is operating under,
Tucker said.

The Wells County Foundation
has provided a grant for the AEDs
and a special fund has been set up
in which to place the grant money.
Now all that needs to be accom-
plished is the purchase of the
AEDs. Once they are purchased,
every patrol car will have its own
defibrillator, Tucker said.

The live fire training may need
to be postponed this year depend-

ing on how the restrictions caused
by the fear of the spread of the
COVID-19 virus play out, she
added.

Tucker also said that the camera
system in the interview room is not
working with the upgraded depart-
ment computer server. The prob-
lem extended to the department’s
in-car cameras as well, but that
issue is being resolved, she said,
adding the interview room camer-
as will likely need to be replaced.

Tucker also informed board
members Caleb Chichester, Bob
Miller and Stan Reed that the
department spent $1,068.08 on

fuel for the patrol vehicles between
Nov. 16 and Dec. 15. This will be
the final fuel statement for 2021 as
the department receives its bill on
the 15th of every month.

The budget for fuel for 2021
was $14,000. The department
spent $11,921.69 on fuel in 2021.
Rising fuel prices, however, have
begun to put the squeeze on the
fuel budget. The monthly fuel
budget for 2021 was $1,166.67.
The year started with monthly
fuel costs in the $900 range and
ended with monthly fuel costs over
$1,000.

(Continued on Page 2)
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‘City-bashing’

(Continued from Page 1)
elected officials in the city
have been more challenged
than the (city) standards,” he
said. “I think we as a council
have waited as long as we
have.”

What Thornton wanted
to know, responding to the
“how it’s done elsewhere”
statements they heard at the
Dec. 22 council meeting, is
what other nearby cities —
Decatur, Huntington, and so
forth — demand in terms of
pipes, casings, street classifi-

‘Very glad’

(Continued from Page 1)
gun. Warrants were in con-
nection with an Ohio shoot-
ing. They made comments
it was the barking dog that
caused them to surrender.”

Holliday also presented
his department’s activity
report for 2021.

The number of inmates
booked in the Wells County

Ossian Police sets

(Continued from Page 1)

Tucker noted that was
with four vehicles on regular
patrol. Now that the depart-
ment is back to five officers,
she questioned what the
costs will be like monthly
once new hire Evan Holli-
day is on the road patrolling.

The 2022 fuel budget is
also $14.,000.

Tucker also reported that
Holliday started his training

cations and so forth.

“One developer has said
to me, I won’t be develop-
ing things (here) under these
standards,” Thornton said.

Jon Oman, the city’s
operations manager, said
the city standards have been
a work in progress, say-
ing there were topics that
needed to be dug into a little
deeper. Mentzer wanted to
know what the process was
for getting that done.

Doug Sundling replied
that the “tweaking” of the

standards has been held up
by several things, with one
of them being the fact that
the company helping with
the project, Butler Fairman
Seifert, is in one place and
Bluffton is in another. Once
the company assigned one
particular individual to the
work last year, things began
to move forward.

Sundling said the city
staffers’ goal throughout the
process has been “what’s
best for the city.”

“The department heads’

perspective is, ‘What has
worked for us?”” Oman said.

What it boiled down to is
that contractors have a profit
margin and the city has its
standards, “and you guys are
stuck in the middle,” Oman
said. “I get that.”

Mayor John Whicker said
he had another reason for
settling the standards ques-
tions.

“I’'m getting tired of city-
bashing in public meetings,”
he said.

daves@news-banner.com

Jail last year (906) nearly
matched the number in 2020
(905). The average daily
population dropped slightly
in 2021, though, down to
70.37 compared to 73.46 in
2020. The number of meals
served dropped from 78,787
to 75,137.

In 2021, there were 286
felony arrests, 387 misde-

meanor arrests, 1,006 traffic
stops, 300 traffic tickets, and
313 accidents investigated.
The amount of income
generated by the department
dropped by less than $5,800,
and Holliday accredited
that to the fact that lifetime
handgun permits in Indiana
became fee-exempt in July
2021. Gun permits gener-

ated $14,730 in 2020 and
$6,500 through June 2021.

Overall, the income was
$413,626.55 in 2020 and
$407,863.01 in 2021. That
includes $370,375 in Indi-
ana Department of Correc-
tion per diem in 2020 and
$380,058 in per diem in
2021.

Jessica@news-banner.com

at the Indiana Law Enforce-
ment Academy Monday.
New hire part-time offi-
cer Nick White has passed
his criminal law test and is
scheduled to take his traffic
law test next Tuesday. He
will take a test on firearms
Jan. 18. Once he completes
his traffic law test, he will
begin field training with a
full-time Ossian police offi-
cer. His field training can

be no more than two days
a week because of his part-
time status, Tucker said.

The board also reelected
the current board officers to
the same positions. Chiches-
ter will remain the president
of the police commissioners,
Miller stays as vice presi-
dent and Stan Reed remains
secretary.

The board members did
decide to change the time

of the meetings to 6:30 p.m.
from the current 6 p.m. start
time to better fit Reed’s
work schedule. The day of
the meetings will remain
the second Tuesday of each
month.

The board also will con-
tinue to meet at Collier’s
Comfort at 215 N. Jefferson
St.

glenw@news-banner.com

Drivers worry while stranded on highway

By SARAH RANKIN
and MICHAEL
KUNZELMAN
Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va. (AP)
— There was no food, water
or sleep for Susan Phalen
as she spent a frigid night
inside her car stopped on
Interstate 95 in Virginia.
Meera Rao and her husband
were only 100 feet past
an exit but were unable to
move for 16 hours.

Sen. Tim Kaine was
on his way to Washington
when a seemingly simple
commute stretched into a
21-hour ordeal that became
“a kind of survival project.”

They were among hun-
dreds of people who got
stranded on the East Coast’s
main north-south highway
in freezing temperatures
after a winter storm snarled
traffic and left some drivers
stuck in place for as much
as a full day.

The problems began
Monday morning when a
truck jackknifed on I-95,
triggering a chain reac-
tion as other vehicles lost
control, state police said.
Eventually lanes in both
directions became blocked
across a 40-mile stretch of
the highway between Rich-
mond and the nation’s capi-
tal at a time when snow was
falling around 2 inches an
hour.

Hundreds of motor-
ists spent the night in their
vehicles, worrying about a
lack of food, fuel and water
as temperatures fell into the
teens. One family reported
that they went more than 18
hours without eating.

There were no reports of
serious injuries or deaths,
but there was plenty of
anger among drivers.

“No one came. It was
just shocking,” said Rao,

who was traveling home
to Burtonsville, Maryland,
after visiting her daugh-
ter in North Carolina when
she got stuck Monday eve-
ning. “Being in the most
advanced country in the
world, no one knew how to
even clear one lane for all of
us to get out of that mess?”

It took until Tuesday
evening around 8:30 p.m.
for the Virginia Department
of Transportation to reopen
the interstate. Authorities
had announced earlier in
the evening that all stranded
motorists had made it off
the highway. Transportation
officials then oversaw the
removal of remaining aban-
doned vehicles and making
sure the entire stretch was
plowed.

As stranded motorists
waited in their cars, many
posted desperate messages
on social media. Between
midnight and 3 a.m. Tues-
day, traffic came to a com-
plete standstill, state offi-
cials said.

Gov. Ralph Northam said
his team responded through
the night by sending emer-
gency messages to con-
nect drivers with help and
working with local officials
to set up warming shelters
as needed. Officials told
reporters crews were help-
ing distribute food, water
and fuel.

Rao said they stopped
their car engine at least 30
times to conserve gas and
ran the heat just enough to
get warm. They had some
potato chips, nuts and apples
to eat, but Rao did not want
to drink any bottled water
because she had a sprained
ankle and did not think she
could reach a makeshift
restroom.

Finally, around mid-
morning Tuesday, a tow

truck driver appeared and
cleared away snow, allow-
ing the Raos and other cars
back up and take the exit.

“He was a messenger
from God,” Rao said. “I lit-
erally was in tears.”

People who were strand-
ed and their families lashed
out at Northam on Twit-
ter, asking why the Virginia
National Guard was not
deployed.

Northam said in an
interview that he opted not
to request National Guard
help because the issue fac-
ing state crews was not a
lack of manpower but the
difficulty of getting work-
ers and equipment through
the snow and ice to where
they needed to be. He said
that effort was complicated
by the disabled vehicles,
freezing temperatures and
ice.
The affected section of
the interstate was not pre-
treated because heavy rain
preceded the snow, which
fell at times as fast as 2
inches an hour, said Marcie
Parker, a state Department
of Transportation engineer.

“That was entirely too
much for us to keep up
with,” she said.

The storm also left pas-
sengers on an Amtrak
train stranded in Virginia.
Amtrak’s Crescent left New
Orleans on Sunday on its
way to New York and got
stuck near Lynchburg on
Monday morning, when
downed trees blocked the
tracks.

Passenger Sean Thornton
told AP that Amtrak pro-
vided food, but toilets were
overflowing and passen-
gers were furious. Amtrak
planned for the train to com-
plete its trip once the tracks
are clear.

Up to 11 inches of snow
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fell in the area during Mon-
day’s blizzard, according to
the National Weather Ser-
vice, and state police had
warned people to avoid
driving unless absolutely
necessary, especially as
colder nighttime tempera-
tures set in.

Compounding the chal-
lenges, traffic cameras went
offline as much of central
Virginia lost power in the
storm, the transportation
department said.

Kaine left his home in
Richmond for his usual
two-hour commute to the
U.S. Capitol after Monday’s
snowstorm, expecting to
preside over the Senate on
Tuesday morning. Instead,
he spent the night alone in
his car on I-95.

The Democrat told
Washington radio sta-
tion WTOP that he wor-
ried about all the families
with children or elderly
passengers who were run-
ning out of fuel and food.
But Kaine also described
a camaraderie as strangers
connected along the high-
way, including a Connecti-
cut family who walked up
and down lines of stopped
cars, sharing a bag of
oranges they had planned
to bring home from a Flor-
ida vacation.

“I’ve never seen anything
like it,” Kaine said. “I will
never forget this.”

Phelan’s planned one-
hour drive from her parents’
house turned into a 16-hour
nightmare. She said at some
point during the gridlock,
she thought she might have
to start knocking on win-
dows asking other driv-
ers for water. But she, too,
witnessed acts of kindness
among the stranded driv-
ers, saying “everybody was
helping everybody.”
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LOCAL/NATION

Weather

Wednesday, Jan. 5, 2021
(24-hour observations at 8:48 p.m. Tuesday)
High: 37; Low: 22; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 6.42
feet at 10:45 p.m. Tuesday.

Wells County forecast

Wednesday: A chance of flurries before 10 a.m. Mostly
cloudy, with a temperature falling to around 20 by 5 p.m.
Breezy, with a west wind around 25 mph, with gusts as high
as 45 mph.

Wednesday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around
10. West wind 15 to 20 mph, with gusts as high as 35 mph.

Thursday: A 30 percent chance of snow showers after
1 p.m. Mostly cloudy and cold, with a high near 19. West
wind around 10 mph.

Thursday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 7.
West wind 10 to 15 mph.

Friday: Mostly sunny and cold, with a high near 19.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 10.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 37.

Saturday Night: Rain and snow showers likely, becom-
ing all rain after 1 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around
32. Chance of precipitation is 70 percent.

Sunday: A chance of rain showers before 3 p.m., then a
slight chance of rain and snow showers. Mostly cloudy, with
a high near 41. Chance of precipitation is 40 percent.

Sunday Night: A 10 percent chance of snow showers.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 14.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 22.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 11.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 27.

State limits rapid
COVID tests due
to supply shortage

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — The Indiana Department of
Health announced Tuesday it has limited who is eligible for
rapid COVID-109 tests at state-run sites due to high demand
and a surge of cases amid the
spread of the omicron variant.

Under new state guidance,
rapid antigen tests at state and
local health department test-
ing sites will only available to
those 18 or younger, regard-
less of symptoms, or those
who are 50 and older, but
symptomatic.

The department said the
change is necessary “due to
the national shortage of rapid
antigen tests.” Health officials
said the new protocols will
ensure students can stay in school and so residents who are
most likely to need a monoclonal antibody can get it within
the prescribed window.

The state uses about 50,000 rapid tests a week but is only
guaranteed to receive 11,000 a week right now, according to
the state health department.

Rapid test appointments previously scheduled for Tues-
day were to be honored while supplies last. No appoint-
ments for rapid tests can be honored at state or local health
department sites after that, except for those still eligible for
tests under the new guidance. PCR tests will continue to be
offered at all testing sites, with results expected in two to
three days.

In addition to the guidance changes, the state plans to
increase hours at several testing sites.

The community testing and vaccination clinic outside
the Indianapolis Motor Speedway will open from noon to 8
p.m. Tuesday-Friday and from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays
through Jan. 22.

The clinic, which is being held in the INDYCAR parking
lot, will accept walk-ins only from noon to 4 p.m.

Here in Wells ...

+ Wells County Health
Department Deputy
Administrator Marlene
Hoag told the county
council that enforcing
the new rules Tuesday
did not go well for her
staff as those wishing
to be tested learned of
the new requirements.
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Police Notebook

INCIDENTS

City:

Monday, 4:01 p.m., First Bank of
Berne, 404 N. Main St. Report of a
suspicious man pacing back and forth
in front of the entrance to the bank.
Officer responded and located the man
who apparently was frightened by the
spread of COVID-19 to the point that
he was unwilling to enter the bank until
more people had left.

Monday, 8:51 p.m., Wabash Vil-
lage apartments, 401 E. State St. Caller
reported seeing a suspicious flashing
red light on the building across the
street. Officer responded and located
the source of the light as a reflection off
a metal box. The flashing lights from
an ambulance at the nearby Lilac Lane
apartment complex was reflecting off
the box.

Tuesday, 2:52 a.m., PNC Bank, 304
W. Market St. Caller reported seeing
people inside the bank and thought it
was suspicious. Officer checked. It was
a cleaning crew.

Tuesday, 4:12 a.m., Main Street
at Water Street. Officer pulled over a
vehicle containing four juveniles, none

of whom had a license to drive and all
of whom were out after curfew. The
four were detained at the police depart-
ment until parents could arrive to pick
them up.

Tuesday, 7:10 a.m., Fresenius Med-
ical, 1100 S. Main St. Man walked into
Fresenius, which is inside the former
Wells Community Hospital. The man
then walked into the part of the build-
ing that is not occupied and promptly
started to trash the interior of the build-
ing. Officers and sheriff’s deputies dis-
patched. The man was located. Derek
Todd Liebo, 21, Bluffton, reportedly
was not very cooperative but did not
resist arrest. He was charged with
arson, a Level 4 felony, and crimi-
nal mischief, a Class B misdemeanor.
Reportedly the man spoke about see-
ing only the color red and that “the
shadows were attacking him.”

He had reportedly thrown an elec-
tric drill through a window pane, had
broken other glass and wood inside
the building, had attempted to set fire
to two separate areas of the building.
In a medical supplies storage area, he
had reportedly piled up papers and
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attempted to set them on fire.

Tuesday, 11:32 a.m., residence in
the 200 block of West Cherry Street.
Woman reported finding a knife dis-
carded in her yard.

Tuesday, 11:56 a.m., Main Street
bridge over the Wabash River. Some-
one dumped a bicycle under the bridge.

County:

Monday, 12:40 p.m., residence on
Ind. 116 northwest of 300W. Sheriff’s
deputies responded to a report of a ver-
bal altercation between three adult sib-
lings at the residence. Situation calmed.
Parties separated.

Tuesday, 9:05 a.m., 1100N at the
Norfolk Southern Railway cross-
ing. Report of two females in hooded
sweatshirts walking on the tracks
carrying a blanket between them.
State excise officer was close by and
checked the tracks but the females
were gone.

ARRESTS

Shawnta Marie Turner, 29, Ossian;
three counts of theft, all Class A mis-
demeanors, and revocation of bail from
a previous case. Bond set at $4,500 on
the theft charges.

City council elects
president, but vote
is not unanimous

By DAVE SCHULTZ

Scott Mentzer will once
again serve as the president
of the Bluffton Common
Council.

Mentzer was re-elected
to the position by a 3-1 vote,
with Roger Thornton cast-
ing the lone “no” vote.

Thornton nominated Josh
Hunt to be the council presi-
dent. Hunt was not present
for the meeting.

Thornton said he thought
Mentzer had done a good
job as the council’s presi-
dent, “but I would like to
see (the position) passed

around a bit.” Thornton’s
nomination of Hunt died for
a lack of a second.

After Mayor John
Whicker declared Thorn-
ton’s motion dead, Rick
Elwell nominated Mentzer
for the position. “I appreci-
ate the work that Scott has
done,” Elwell said. “The
status quo is not a bad way
to go either.”

After a second by Janella
Stronczek, Mentzer was
elected on a 3-1 vote with
Elwell, Stronczek, and
Mentzer voting in favor.

daves@news-banner.com

Notre Dame restarts

Wells Court Docket

Wells Superior Court
Criminal Cases

Preliminary plea of not
guilty entered for Eric Smith
Jr., 26, Bluffton, charged
with domestic battery com-
mitted in the presence of
a child less than 16 years
old, a Level 6 felony. Bond
continued at $25,000. Law
office of Sprunger and
Sprunger appointed as pub-
lic defender.

At 12:37 a.m. Nov. 26,
Smith reportedly went to a
relative’s house and told that
relative he was going to stay
with him because he had no
other place to stay. The rela-
tive told Smith that he was
not going to stay and asked
him to leave. Smith alleg-
edly walked into the resi-
dence anyway and his rela-
tive tried to stop him. Smith
then allegedly punched his
relative in the head in the
presence of his relative’s
juvenile son. When the rela-
tive said that he was going to
call police, Smith reportedly
fled.

Preliminary plea of not
guilty entered for Keaton
Dale Detrow, 21, Ossian,

charged with possession of a
Schedule I, IT, III, or IV con-
trolled substance, a Class A
misdemeanor.

On Oct. 9, 2021, sher-
iff’s deputies were assisting
the Wells County Probation
Department with the search-
es of the dwellings of proba-
tioners.

While performing the
search of a room where
one of the probationers
stayed, deputies allegedly
located two vape pens, one
of which had a cartridge
for Muha Meds that report-
edly contained THC. There
were also reportedly empty
boxes in the room labeled
for Muha Meds. Ryan Loy
Fisel, 44, Fort Wayne,
pleaded guilty to operating
a motor vehicle after having
been found to be an habitu-
al traffic violator, a Level 6
felony.

Sentencing set for 3 p.m.
March 16.

Mendy T. Rothgeb, 36,
Fort Wayne, violated proba-
tion by failing to report to
her probation officer Feb. 3,
Feb. 9, and Feb. 17 of last
year, using alcohol and fail-

ing to report her contacts
with law enforcement on
Jan. 7 and Jan. 19 of last
year.

Ordered to serve 30 days
in the Wells County Jail
and pay $100 fees. She was
credited for 10 days spent in
confinement awaiting dispo-
sition of her case.

Upon the completion of
her term of incarceration, her
probation will terminate.

Rothgeb was originally
sentenced Oct. 1, 2020, on
one count of disorderly con-
duct, a Class B misdemean-
or.

Infractions

Hayden A. Brown, 19,
Bluffton; driving while
suspended and operating a
motor vehicle without opera-
ble taillights and/or a license
plate light, Main Street at
Arrowhead Trail.

Dylan D. Eppard, 22,
Bluffton; operating a motor
vehicle without insurance
and learner’s permit viola-
tion, 600 block of North
Main Street.

Civil Cases

Complaints for posses-
sion and for non-payment
of rent filed by BCG Capi-

tal LLC, Bluffton, against:
Heather Ross, Bluffton,
$695; Briah Burnsworth,
Bluffton, $510.

Complaints for payment
filed by Indiana Physi-
cal Therapy, Fort Wayne,
against: Casey Boone, rural
Bryant, $759.90; Teresa
A. Hathaway, Bluffton,
$775.08; Dacia R. Ire-
lan, rural Liberty Center,
$278.22; Nikki Phillipe,
rural Bluffton, $449.83; and
Kristina Sprunger, Fort
Wayne, $1,365.07.

Donni Gray reappointed
court administrator. Cath-
erine LaVine reappointed as
court reporter.

Wells Circuit Court
Criminal Cases

Alexis Wirt, 21, Markle,
pleaded guilty to battery
resulting in bodily injury to a
person less than 14 years of
age, a Level 5 felony.

Sentencing set for 1 p.m.
Feb. 9.

Civil Cases

Verified petition to modi-
fy custody without an agree-
ment filed by Rebecca S.
Bates, Markle, on behalf
of minor child Raelynn E.
Ogle.

COVID-19 surge not deterring
push to end Indiana emergency

By TOM DAVIES
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS (AP)
— Indiana’s ongoing spike
in COVID-19 illnesses isn’t
deterring state leaders, who
remain determined to bring
an end to the official state-
wide public health emer-
gency.

The Republican-domi-
nated state Legislature start-
ed its 2022 session Tuesday
and planned to quickly take
up actions that GOP Gov.
Eric Holcomb says will
allow him to drop the emer-
gency declaration that he
first issued in March 2020.
Those steps come as health
officials are concerned
about the fast-spreading
omicron variant further
stressing Indiana’s hospitals
that have been facing their
highest-ever overall patient
loads.

A House committee is set
to vote Thursday on a bill
that includes administrative
actions sought by Holcomb,
along with provisions that
would force businesses to
grant broad exemptions to
any workplace COVID-19
vaccination requirements.
The state’s major medical
and business groups oppose
the employer limitations,
as do Holcomb and Senate
Republican leaders.

Republican House

Speaker Todd Huston said
the ongoing COVID-19
spread wasn’t giving him
second thoughts about pro-
ceeding.

“COVID is something
that we’re going to have
to live with and people are
going to have to take the
precautions that they feel
are best,” Huston said. “I’'m
so grateful and thankful for
our healthcare and medi-
cal providers who are doing
everything they can, but no
one thinks or believes this is
going away. We had to live
through it and around it.”

Indiana hospitals were
treating nearly 3,200
COVID-19 patients as of
Sunday, according to track-
ing by the state health
department. That is up about
160% since early November
and the most such patients
since mid-December 2020
before the vaccines were
widely available.

About a quarter of
those patients are in hos-
pital intensive care units
as Indiana averaged more
than 40 COVID-19 deaths
a day through nearly all of
December. Those COVID-
19 cases and other severe
illnesses pushed the state’s
total hospitalizations for any
reason to highest-ever mark
of nearly 12,000 patients
in mid-December and
remained at nearly 11,500
this week after a holiday
period when fewer sched-
uled surgeries are typically
performed, according to the
Indiana Hospital Associa-
tion.

That high patient level
is forcing many hospitals to
keep patients in emergency
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departments for several
hours awaiting open rooms
and leaving them with little
ICU space for new criti-
cally ill patients, said Brian
Tabor, the hospital associa-
tion’s president.

“The strain right now is
coming from the fact that
the system is essentially
like an engine that’s been
running at full tilt for an
extended period of time
without any downtime for
maintenance,” Tabor said.
“We’re going to continue
to be in an emergency situ-
ation for some time within
the four walls of the hospi-
tal.”

The ongoing statewide
health emergency has
become a persistent target
of conservative criticism,
and Senate Republicans are
backing a bill that focuses
solely on three law changes
sought by Holcomb. The
governor said those steps
would allow the state to
keep receiving enhanced
federal funding for Med-
icaid expenses and those
eligible for food assistance
programs, along with letting
the state health commis-
sioner continuing issuing
a standing doctor’s order
for the administration of
COVID-19 vaccinations to
children ages S to 11.

“Ending the public health
emergency doesn’t mean
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that COVID is gone,” Hol-
comb said Monday. “We’ll
continue on a day, in day
out basis, on a weekly basis,
to deal with COVID as long
as it is with us.”
Legislative leaders,
meanwhile, have dropped
the COVID-19 precau-
tions adopted for last year’s
session, when the House
moved from its Statehouse
chamber to a large confer-
ence room inside a state
office building for allow
greater distancing between
its 100 members. The
50-member Senate closed
off its balcony to the public
and placed 20 senators there
in order to space out more.
The plexiglass surround-
ing the podiums from which
legislators speak is gone
and all committee meetings
rooms are being opened
again to the public. Nearly
all Democratic House mem-
bers were wearing face
masks during Tuesday’s
opening session, while it
appeared fewer than five
Republicans wore masks.
Huston told House mem-
bers it was their personal
responsibility to protect
themselves and others.
“We’re back here and
we’re back here to stay,”
Huston said. “So, to do that,
I’m just saying we all must
stay healthy and take care of
ourselves.”
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mask mandate

SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) — The University of Notre
Dame has reinstated a mask requirement for all students,
staff and campus visitors as the omicron variant fuels a
surge in COVID-19 cases across the country.

As of Jan. 1, masks were required indoors for all stu-
dents, staff and visitors to the South Bend campus. That
requirement will continue until 90% of the campus commu-
nity has been fully vaccinated against COVID-19 and also
received a booster shot, school officials said.

During the fall semester, Notre Dame only required
masks to be worn in certain locations and among visitors
before booster vaccine shots became widely available.

Health officials have repeatedly said full vaccination and
booster shots are the best defense against the new omicron
variant.

The university is also requiring its students and employ-
ees to receive and verify the status of a booster vaccination
by Jan. 21, the South Bend Tribune reported.

Notre Dame’s spring semester classes begin Jan. 10. The
university will have multiple vaccine clinics for students
and employees looking to meet the Jan. 21 booster deadline.

“Our goal is to keep everyone in the campus and local
communities as safe as possible, especially in the early
weeks of the semester when cases of omicron are expected
to peak,” school officials wrote in a Dec. 31 letter.

Notre Dame officials expect to lift the university’s mask-
ing requirement on Feb. 4. At that point, school officials
said at least 90% of the campus community should be con-

sidered “fully protected.*

Toddler strapped in car seat
of disabled car Killed in crash

FRANKLIN, Ind. (AP)
— A toddler strapped inside
a car seat died Tuesday
when the disabled car the
child was in was struck by a
pickup truck, Indiana State
Police said.

The child and car seat
were in the rear seat of a
car partially in the left lane
of Interstate 65 northbound
near Franklin, police said.

The child was trans-

ported to a hospital and pro-
nounced dead, police said.
The car had pulled to
the left side of the roadway
and stopped for unknown
reasons while partially in
the left lane, police said.
A northbound pickup then
struck the rear end of the
stationary car. The driver of
the car and the driver of the
pickup truck both suffered
non-life-threatening injuries.
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A little spray paint brings life

into an old filing cabinet

I push and pull the block of sandpa-
per back and forth across the surface of
the old filing cabinet, excited about its
future.

I pay special attention to the bottom
edges where it had chipped over time
and to the top where it’s rusted a bit.

A once-over, a small amount of
painters’ tape on the front and then the
real fun begins. I open and shake the
paint primer and start spraying, taking
care that errant paint doesn’t end up on
tomorrow’s newsprint.

With more than two sides done, I run out of primer
and have to make a run to the store. I'm new to this
whole process and I'm certain I used too much. Oh
well. On the trip to the store and then back to the News-
Banner, I am able to visualize a plan for what comes
after the spray paint.

That vision, I hope, is what the community will see
when I’m done with the Little Free Library I’ve been
working on for the News-Banner foyer. I first wrote
about the project in September on this page. After that
column, I received many generous donations to stock
the drawers of the cabinet, which I hope to organize by
genres.

I am most thrilled by all the children’s book dona-
tions I received from a couple of particular supporters
(you know who you are and thank you again). I am
pretty sure I have enough children’s books to fill at least
two drawers of the cabinet, and I’ll put them on the bot-
tom so they are easy to reach by little hands.

I like tackling crafty projects like this but it becomes
a challenge to make the time for them. Last year I
stained a small wooden step stool gray (again, I'm cer-
tain [ used too much stain — I sense a theme forming).
In the fall of 2020, I took a “coffee and calligraphy”
class at Crimson House to learn fancy handwriting. I
bought extra supplies and how-to books but haven’t
touched them in months. I hope that changes soon.

I plan to get into needlepoint soon, and I’'m excited
to see what I can do with that skill. I just remember
making countless friendship bracelets with all the thread
I found around the house as a child. If you have any
needlepoint tips, send them my way.

Calligraphy and needlepoint have to be less messy
than spray painting and staining — although I’m proud
to report that both of the latter projects could have gone
a lot worse.

Soon, you’ll be able to see my best attempt at paint-
ing and decorating the filing cabinet. Just don’t judge
the lack of artistic skills. It’s all a work in progress.

Jjessica@news-banner.com

Hoosier Opinions

Make a difference
in the new year

With each new year come new resolutions. While many
of us often resolve - and often fail - to eat better, get more
sleep and exercise, how about making a resolution we can
actually stick with?

With each new year come new resolutions. While many
of us often resolve - and often fail - to eat better, get more
sleep and exercise, how about making a resolution we can
actually stick with?

Becoming an organ donor is one of the most selfless
and important decisions humans can make. And in 2021,
Americans did not disappoint.

On Dec. 17, the United States set a new record when
it surpassed 40,000 transplants in one year, according to
the United Network for Organ Sharing. 2020 was the 10th
consecutive year for record-breaking organ donations from
deceased donors and the eighth in a row for deceased donor
transplants. Dr. Matthew Cooper, UNOS president, said the
record number of transplants was a testament to the lifesav-
ing work being done each day for others.

“It is &hellip; a testament to the generosity of so
many inspiring donors and their courageous families who
gave the gift of life,” Cooper said. “This news serves as
a reminder that no matter what challenges we face as a
nation, our community of doctors, patients, donor families,
hospitals, organ procurement professionals and advocates
are dedicated to building on past successes to save even
more lives. But there is always more work to do.”

And while the milestone is something to celebrate, there
are nearly 107,000 patients still on the waiting list for a
transplant, while 20 people die each day waiting for an
organ. Signing up to become a donor is a commitment we
all can make. According to the Indiana Donor Network,
anyone can sign up as an organ and tissue donor, no matter
their age or medical condition. Organs that can be donated
include kidneys, heart, lungs, liver, pancreases and small
intestines. Tissues that can be donated include corneas,
skin, heart valves, bones, veins and tendons.

While New Year’s resolutions typically focus on the bet-
terment of ourselves, becoming an organ donor helps more
than just one person - as many as 74 more, in fact, accord-
ing to the Mayo Clinic.

The Indiana Donor Network reported that another per-
son is added to the national transplant waiting list every
10 minutes. Consider making a decision to help others and
start the new year off right.

Jessica
Bricker

KOKOMO TRIBUNE

The News-Banner On-line Forum
You can comment directly after stories and opinions on
our website and you can be a part of daily conversation on
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The 10 worst things Biden did in 2021

In my last column, I listed the 10 best things Presi-
dent Joe Biden did in his first year in office. Here
are the 10 worst (winnowing this list down to just 10
entries was extremely difficult):

10. He canceled Operation Legend amid a record
crime wave in U.S. cities. At least 12 major cities
broke annual homicide records in 2021. Yet Biden
ended the Trump Justice Department’s Operation Leg-
end, which deployed federal officers to aid local law
enforcement and helped arrest more than 6,000 crimi-
nals. Now, after suffering the most violent year in a
quarter century, the mayor of Chicago is requesting
federal help to fight violent crime — help that Biden
withdrew when he took office.

9. He weaponized the FBI to intimidate parents
who show up at school board meetings. Parents are
furious about pandemic closures and schools indoc-
trinating their kids with extremist ideologies. Biden
treated them like domestic terrorists.

8. In the midst of a historic labor shortage, he
pushed vaccine mandates. Forcing employers with
more than 100 employees to fire unvaccinated work-
ers — even if they have natural immunity from previ-
ous infection — or impose onerous weekly testing
requirements would drive more Americans out of
the labor force, at a time when businesses can’t find
workers and there are more than 11 million unfilled
jobs.

7. His war on fossil fuels drove domestic produc-
tion down and gasoline prices through the roof. Then
he begged the Organization of the Petroleum Export-
ing Countries (OPEC) — a foreign oil cartel — to
produce more oil, which will result in the same emis-
sions as domestically produced oil. It’s like the 1970s
all over again.

6. He greenlighted Russia’s Nord Stream 2 pipeline
to Germany. Then Biden inappropriately pressured
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky to accept
Russian energy dominance over his country. Demo-
crats impeached President Donald Trump for far less.

5. He showed weakness in the face of Russian
aggression against Ukraine. It’s no coincidence that
Russian President Vladimir Putin is threatening
Ukraine just months after Biden’s disastrous retreat
from Afghanistan and his capitulation on Nord Stream
2. Then, channeling his inner Neville Chamberlain,
Biden offered to hold talks to discuss Russia’s con-
cerns on NATO and the possibility of “accommoda-
tions.” Pushing Ukraine to “accommodate” Moscow
under threat of invasion would reward Putin’s aggres-
sion — and invite more of it.

4. He unleashed the worst border crisis in U.S. his-
tory. U.S. Customs and Border Protection reported
more than 1.7 million encounters with illegal migrants
at the southern border, nearly four times the number
the year before, the highest annual total on record —
including 378,000 who were not from Mexico, Hon-
duras, El Salvador or Guatemala. Seizures of deadly
fentanyl more than doubled in 2021, and is closely
connected to a surge in overdose deaths, which

reached a historic high.

3. His $1.9 trillion in social spending
disguised as “COVID-19 relief” helped
unleash inflation and extreme labor short-
ages. This was the worst fiscal policy mis-
take in decades, passed with Democratic
votes alone. And despite all that “COVID”
spending, shortages of test kits and treat-
ments persisted as the omicron variant
arrived.

2. He failed to deliver on his promise Marc
to put his “whole soul” into uniting the .
country. Biden threatened to veto his own Thiessen

bipartisan infrastructure bill, then went to

Capitol Hill and urged members of his own party to
take it hostage as leverage to pass Build Back Better.
He failed to pass any other major pieces of bipartisan
legislation, allowing himself to be captured by his
party’s radical left wing.

1.His withdrawal from Afghanistan was the most
shameful foreign policy calamity in my lifetime.
Biden left hundreds of U.S. citizens and as many as
62,000 of our Afghan allies behind enemy lines, and
forced NATO allies to abandon their citizens and
allies as well. He put the safety of U.S. service mem-
bers at the Kabul airport in the hands of the Taliban
and Haqqgani network, a decision that led to the deaths
of 13 Americans in a suicide attack. His “over the
horizon” drone strike killed no terrorists but took the
lives of 10 innocent people. And he repeatedly lied
about the unfolding disaster — declaring that al-Qaida
was “gone” from Afghanistan; that no Americans
were having trouble getting to the airport; that no
allies were questioning the United States’ credibility;
that none of his military advisers had recommended
leaving a residual force; and that his Afghan debacle
was an “extraordinary success.”

That’s a shameful list, but it only scratches the
surface. Among the (dis)honorable mentions: Biden
proposed what the New York Times reports were the
“highest sustained levels of federal spending since
World War II”’; he increased vaccine hesitancy by
insulting the unvaccinated; at a time when the threat
from China is rising, he sent Congress a budget that
actually cut defense spending after inflation; and he
told Putin that 16 areas of the United States’ critical
infrastructure were off-limits to Russian cyberattacks
— which effectively told the Russian leader that the
rest were not.

Little wonder that Biden suffered the fastest col-
lapse in public approval of any president in modern
history. When he took office, he had almost 56%
approval and was 20 points above water. Today, he’s
more than 10 points underwater. That’s a 30-point
swing in less than a year. No recent president has
fallen from grace so far, so fast, so early in his presi-
dency.

This was the worst first year of any president in my
lifetime.

Marc A. Thiessen is on Twitter, @marcthiessen.

Chuck Schumer’s Jan. 6 cynicism

On Jan. 6, 2021, rioters
seeking to disrupt the counting
of electoral votes breached the
U.S. Capitol and rampaged
for hours before order was
restored.

This was a disgraceful
spectacle that shouldn’t be
repeated, and Senate Major-
ity Leader Chuck Schumer

alize our elections has
always been a sweepingly
radical step in search of an
alleged crisis to address.
When a version was first
introduced a few years ago,
§ it was sold as addressing
“the vile voter suppression
practices” of the GOP, in
the words of The New York

revised to make it explicit that the
vice president can’t decide which
electoral votes to count and that
states can’t discard the popular vote
if the outcome isn’t to their liking.
Even though changes along these
lines might get bi-partisan support,
Schumer is pushing to eliminate the
filibuster to pass the progressive
wish list of electoral non-sequiturs

knows just what is needed

to respond to the moment —
passing every progressive
voting-related priority that can
possibly be jammed through

the Senate on an extremely narrow,
partisan vote.

The defense of our democracy,
Schumer maintains, demands nothing
less.

The latest pitch for the Demo-
cratic voting agenda is more cynical
and detached from reality than ever.
We are to believe that the only way
to counteract the furies unleashed
on Jan. 6 is by imposing same-day
voter registration and no-excuse mail
voting on the states, ending partisan
gerrymandering, and requiring the
counting of ballots that arrive up to
seven days after Election Day, among
other provisions completely irrelevant
to events that day or afterward.

If you’re thinking that Democrats
supported all of this on Jan. 5 of last
year and still supported it on Jan. 7,
you’re correct.

Their agenda has as much to
do with Jan. 6 as an annual appro-
priations bill or the naming of a post
office.

The Democratic drive to nation-

i Times. The big lie of the
Rich time was that the Georgia
LOny gubernatorial campaign of
Stacey Abrams in 2018 was
undone by such practices.
Now, the justification is the Capitol
riot and subsequent GOP state-level
voting changes that have been por-
trayed, falsely, as the return of Jim
Crow.

In reality, voting has never been
easier and voters have never had so
many options for how to participate
in elections, whether early in-person
voting, traditional same-day voting,
or mail-in voting. There are partisan
disputes about how to strike a balance
between convenience and security,
but there is no reason that these dif-
ferences can’t be debated at the state
level, with the balance struck differ-
ently depending on the policy pref-
erences of elected officials in each
state.

Limits on drop boxes or mea-
sures to tighten up the identification
requirements around mail-in ballots
aren’t suppressing the vote.

The true weakness of the sys-
tem that was highlighted last year
on Jan. 6 is the poorly drafted
Electoral Count Act. It should be

(although a few provisions, like
prohibiting the intimidation of elec-
tion officials, have been added to the
Democratic package to address the
2020 post-election fight).

To wrap this push in the bloody
shirt of Jan. 6 is opportunistic and
irresponsible and can only serve to
convince even more Republicans that
the outrage over that day is in the
service of a nakedly partisan agenda.

Schumer has an uphill climb
to convince relatively moderate
Democrats Joe Manchin and Kyrsten
Sinema to go along with kneecap-
ping the filibuster. If the New York
senator were to succeed, he would
have blown a hole in the traditional
practices of the Senate and set the
precedent for Republicans — should
they achieve unified control of Wash-
ington in 2024 — to impose all their
own favored electoral policies on the
states.

This yin and yang wouldn’t do
anything to restore faith in democ-
racy, rather the opposite. But Chuck
Schumer is on a mission to achieve,
and to use, the power to rewrite the
country’s electoral rules — justifica-
tions and consequences be damned.

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry



LIFESTYLES

As 2022 begins, here’s some resolutions to keep

It has become a kind of tired
truism that just about no one keeps
their resolutions going past, say,
Jan. 15. Gym memberships lapse.
That fancy exercise bike becomes
the cliché of a clothes rack. The
new kitchen appliance mocks you
and takes up way more counter-
space than it should.

Still, hope springs eternal, ruf-
fling its feathers. “Come on,” it
says, “this is
the year. You
can do it!”

Maybe so.
2021 was quite
a train wreck
of a year no
matter your
particular polit-
ical persuasion,
capped off with
the death of the
beloved Betty
White. Why
can’t, oh please, why can’t 2022
be better? And if a small set of
personal, idiosyncratic, meaning-
ful-only-to-you resolutions can
help, why not?

Herewith, these are my own
very personal, local, just-for-me
resolutions:

1. Write one line of poetry a
day about the weather. This is
inspired by the gorgeous poem
“Love” by Alex Dimitrov, written
one line a day. The author said this
of his motivation: “There seemed

Jean
Harper
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online, and even in
art — that I wanted “gizgfj;ﬁ!.':! Ke'

to remember what $3PLANS
I loved about life. SERSY
I wanted to give —
people hope.” 1 ~

be found in poetry
is attention, beau-
ty, truth, wonder.

Here's

I think we need
*he more of all of that.
I know I do.
® 4. Do the bor-
Th lng ing physical ther-

apy exercises. A

like that senti-
ment quite a bit.
My own motivation comes from
my dad’s practice of writing down
the bare facts of the weather every
day on a large grid calendar my
family kept hung in the kitchen.
Temperature, precipitation, vis-
ibility, storms, and more. Day by
day, year after year, for decades,
Dad kept track. His daily prac-
tice meant he paid attention to the
world outside himself. I think this
matters quite a bit.

2. Bake one fresh loaf of
bread a week. I received a sur-
prise bread maker for Christmas,
and so, to justify the sasquatch-like
footprint of this thing in our farm-
house-small kitchen, weekly bread
it will be. Besides, and because,
why not? Fresh bread is a humble
and welcome staple, real food to
celebrate and be grateful for.

3. Read more poetry. As the
poet William Carlos Williams
wrote, “It is difficult to get the
news from poems, but men die
miserably every day for lack of
what is found there.” What can

very wise physi-
cal therapist (hi,
Abby) repeatedly told me, and I
paraphrase: If you don’t move it,
strengthen it, stretch it, you lose it.
She is right. I'd like to keep what
I have, thank you very much, so
even though doing the repetitive
exercises I was taught bores me to
actual self-pitying tears, do them I
will.

5. Ride the fancy exercise
bike. Also boring, but at least I can
read poetry (see #3) while pedal-
ing.

6. Aim to participate in a
century club dressage competi-
tion. This is when the combined
age of you and your horse equals
100. Admittedly, this resolution
is cheating a bit. My horse and I
currently have a combined age of
about, say, 75. We have some time
to prepare. As in, well, a decade.
But this year, we’ll start.

7. Volunteer. I used to vol-
unteer on a regular basis when
I lived and worked in the same
town. Now, living here and work-
ing 75 miles away, I have fallen

|
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out of that habit. Using the dis-
tance is both a valid reason, and
a lazy excuse. Enough of all that.
Volunteering is one of the few
things most of us can do that
makes a huge difference to the
world at large. I once was a men-
tor in the schools and stayed with
the same girl from middle school
through high school into college
and beyond. We’re still in touch
some 30 years later, and her sweet
daughter bears my name as her
middle name. Can you ask for
more than that? All you have to
give is yourself, your time. The
rewards are enormous for every-
one.

8. “Eat food, mostly plants,
not too much.” This is food writer
and researcher Michael Pollan’s
mantra for healthy eating. It’s
easy: Eat food that you can rec-
ognize as real food. For example,
Spam, Twinkies, and Doritos are
delicious things, but weird and
processed and just not real food.
Rely on plants —fruits and veg-
etables — as the core of your
diet (meat is fine, just forego the
16-ounce steaks. I mean, really).
And, “not too much” is just plain
good advice.

9. Read Moby Dick. I’ve read
enough of this book to be able to
talk about it somewhat intelli-
gently, but never read it cover to
cover. This is the year. As incen-
tive, I’ll watch at least part of the

Jamie Nau of Grow Nau Con-
sulting will be the featured speak-
er for the AdamsWells HR Group
luncheon Thursday, Jan. 20.

Nau will speak on “Manag-
ing Their Whole Self,” addressing
how simple changes can improve
the work experience and help
attract — and keep — top per-
formers.

“In today’s excessively
connected environment, it is
nearly impossible to expect our
team members to ‘leave it all at

999

home”’in order to perform well at work,”

Jamie Nau

annual marathon-reading of the
book at the New Bedford Whaling
museum. It lasts about 36 hours,
and all kinds of readers participate,
from ordinary citizens to celebri-
ties of all kinds. We’re all in luck:
it begins this Saturday, January 8,
and is fully online at https://www.
whalingmuseum.org/program/
moby-dick-marathon-2022/

Here’s the thing: All of the
above resolutions are good, but
this one is probably the most
important of all.

10. Be more like Betty. In an
interview with Katie Couric in
2012, as Betty White was turning
90, Couric asked for her secret to
a long and rich life. Betty White
responded, “When I pontificate, it
sounds so, you know, ‘Oh, well,
she’s preaching.” I'm not preach-
ing, but I think maybe I learned it
from my animal friends. Kindness
and consideration of somebody
besides yourself, I think that keeps
you feeling young. I really do.”

I think the lady was absolutely
right.

Editor’s Note: This is one of a series
of articles written by a group of retired
and current teachers — Ken Ballinger,
Jean Harper, Billy Kreigh, Marianne
Darr-Norman, and Anna Spalding.
Their intent is to spur discussions at the
dinner table and elsewhere. You may
also voice your thoughts and reactions
via The News-Banner’s letters to editor.

Nau to speak to local HR group

others want in.”

At the luncheon, Nau will dis-
cuss changes that can be made to
the work environment and “man-
age your employees as whole
humans, as they have come to
expect.”

The luncheon is from noon to
1:30 p.m. and will be held at the
Arts, Commerce, and Visitors
Centre, 211 Water St. in Bluffton.

The cost will be $10, which

will include the cost of lunch.

Those interested in attending

must RSVP no later than Tuesday, Jan. 18.
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Bank donates to downtown pathways project

First Bank of Berne is an alley art sponsor for the downtown pathways project, commit-
ting to a multi-year donation of $10,000 to Bluffton NOW! Last year, $4,000 was donat-
ed with $3,000 to follow this year and $3,000 in 2023. Pictured are, from left, Jeremy
Penrod, Cory Mann, Michael Lautzenheiser and Brandy Fiechter of Bluffton NOW and
Kent Liechty and Erica Bennett of First Bank of Berne. (Photo submitted)

said an announcement about the program.
“As employers and managers, it is essential
that we adapt to the current environment
and labor market shifts. Great benefits are
no longer sufficient to bring great talent in
the door. We must create an environment
where our top performers can thrive and

Reservations may be made by following
this link, https://conta.cc/3zpgoAy; by call-
ing 260-824-0510; or by emailing either
eprible@wellscoc.com or hwondercheck@
wellscoc.com

Nau’s presentation is being made pos-
sible by support from Trine University.
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Ask for our latest Website visitor statistics!
The power of print and the Internet, working
for you! Call 824-0224 for more information.
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nb-digital.com

L e

and b'u‘sinesﬁ"

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER! twitter.com/newsbanner

7

° ° A\
Aftention Advertisers] |

COMING IN FEBRUARY ... OUR 24th ANNUAL

Wells County

Fact Book

One of our most popular
annual projects, it
is sure to be a “keeper!”

Jampacked with infor-
mation we use everyday
but take for granted,
updated with newly
elected officials and
more!

Useful information

for new residents and

visitors as well as

natives! From who to
call at city hall, county
offices, schools and
utilities ... how to get a
building permit,
listings of regional
zip codes, important
phone numbers...

There are statistics,
information on
health care, recre-
ation, churches, state
government, maps
and so much more!

022

Ty Nogos-Theariier

You’ll want your

business to be a

part of this year-
round handy reference guide to
Wells County!
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SPORTS

Norwell's comeback falls short at Carroll

By JOSH BURRIS

HUNTERTOWN - The Nor-
well Lady Knights nearly pulled
off the improbable Tuesday night
at Carroll.

Trailing to the Chargers by 18
points with 6:30 left in the game,
the Knights went on a 20-1 run
to take a I-point lead with 1:48
remaining.

While they made the come-
back, it did not result in a win as
Carroll managed to escape with a
64-60 victory.

“On one hand, you are just
super proud of your kids, excited
for the fight. I love to see us rise
to that level as a team. We’ve
been waiting on it for a little while
here,” Norwell coach Eric Thorn-
ton said after the game. “On the
other hand, you are looking back
and going ‘we can’t let it get to
that point.” So it’s something
where you are always looking at
how can we improve? But I want
our kids to dwell more on how we
fought and how we battled.”

Thornton called a timeout
before the run began, and the mes-
sage he delivered seemed to light a
fire in his team.

Kennedy Fuelling kicked off
the run with a 3-pointer. Mack-
inzie Toliver knocked down two

free throws, Skyla Tomasek made
a layup, Fuelling hit another three,
and Tomasek hit another layup to
make 12 straight Norwell points.

Carroll’s Taylor Fordyce, who
scored a game-high 30 points,
broke the run by hitting the first of
two free-throw attempts.

Norwell stayed hot, getting a
three from Toliver, a layup from
Mackenzie Fuess, and a three by
Emily Todd to put the Knights in
front 56-55 with 1:48 to play.

The Chargers took the lead
back with two free throws each
from Alexis Castator and Fordyce.
Then Fuelling made a layup
with 50 seconds left to bring the
Knights within 59-58.

The Knights then fouled Casta-
tor, sending her to the free-throw
line for a 1-and-1. She missed
the first shot, and the Knights
rebounded. But Fordyce stole a
Norwell pass and took it down to
the other end for a layup and an
and-1 opportunity. Fordyce made
the free throw, and the Chargers
led 62-58 with 16.6 seconds left.

Castator made two more free
throws on a double bonus opportu-
nity to make it 64-58, and Toma-
sek made two shots with 1.8 sec-
onds left to make the final score.

Thornton said his players were

getting off great shots all night.
They just simply were not falling.
He encouraged them in that time-
out to continue to take shots like
they had been all game.

“We had a lot of good shots that
had not fallen until that point,”
Thornton said. “We encouraged
our kids in that timeout to keep
getting the shots they were get-
ting, that they were doing the
right thing. On the other end, our
help side was not where it needed
to be. We were too far away from
the ball, and then we can’t get to
where the ball gets to. They were
getting too many easy baskets.
A combination of us not mak-
ing shots and us not being in very
good defensive position led to
that.”

Carroll took advantage of those
miscues by Norwell in the second
and third quarters especially.

Norwell ended the first quarter
with a 14-12 lead. Then Carroll
outscored Norwell 38-19 in the
middle two.

The Knights hung with the
Chargers for a majority of that
second quarter, trailing just 25-22
after a reverse layup by Tomasek
with 3:15 left. The Chargers ended
the quarter on a small 8-4 run
though to lead 33-26 at the half.

And after Fuelling made a
layup at the start of the third quar-
ter that brought the Knights within
5 points, the Chargers went on a
13-5 run to lead 46-31.

Annabelle Johnson hit a jumper
for Norwell with 1:45 left in the
third, but Fordyce ended it with
back-to-back layups to put her
team up 50-33.

A layup by Emily Todd and
free throw by Johnson were each
answered by layups from Fordyce
that made it a 54-36 game.

Tomasek and Todd each scored
14 to lead Norwell. Fuelling and
Fuess each added 12. Johnson also
had a team-high 10 rebounds fol-
lowed by eight from Tomasek.

The Knights ended the game
shooting 39.7 percent from the
field (23-0f-58), while the Char-
gers shot 43 .4 percent (23-0f-53).

The Chargers also were a blaz-
ing 47 percent from three (8-of-
17) while the Knights made just
29.2 percent of their shots from
deep (7-of-24).

Overall, Thornton said he
thought his team grew in this
game and hopes they can carry the
momentum from the fourth quar-
ter into Friday’s NE8 Conference
game at Leo.

“Our team got better by playing

this game tonight. I love the way
we responded. Now we’ve got
to go get Leo — that’s a big game
for us on the road,” Thornton said.
“We’ve got to go on the road on
Friday and have the right mindset
and use this game as fuel and try to
go get a conference win.”

Norwell defeated Carroll in the
JV game 42-24.

Ryland Graft led Norwell with
15 points, and Ali Riley joined her
in double figures with 10.

sports@news-banner.com

CARROLL 64, NORWELL 60
At Carroll High School

NORWELL (12-4): Kennedy Fuelling 5-13
0-0 12, Mackinzie Toliver 1-9 2-3 5, Emily Todd
6-10 0-0 14, Lillian Norris 0-0 0-0 0, Haley
Green 0-0 0-0 0, Annabelle Johnson 1-5 1-2 3,
Mackenzie Fuess 5-12 0-1 12, Skyla Tomasek
5-9 4-4 14. TOTALS: 23-58 7-10 60.

CARROLL (9-7): Jersey Paul 1-7 0-0 3,
Brooke Pocock 2-7 0-0 6, Taylor Fordyce 11-17
4-5 30, Kayla Gibbs 4-8 1-1 10, Alexis Castator
2-6 4-5 8, Gabriana Beeman 0-0 0-0 0, Nata-
lie Linnemeier 1-2 0-0 2, Victoria Straley 0-1
0-0 0, Jasmine Anderson 2-5 1-2 5. TOTALS:
23-53 10-13 64.

Norwell 14 12 7 27 — 60

Carroll 12 21 17 14 — 64

Three-point Goals: 7-24 (Fuelling 2-5,
Todd 2-5, Fuess 2-7, Toliver 1-7), Carroll 8-17
(Fordyce 4-4, Pocock 2-7, Paul 1-1, Gibbs 1-2,
Castator 0-3). Rebounds: Norwell 32 (Johnson
10, Tomasek 8, Fuess 3, Todd 3, Fuelling 1,
Toliver 1), Carroll 37 (Anderson 9, Gibbs 6,
Fordyce 5, Paul 4, Linnemeier 3, Castator
3, Pocock 2). Turnovers: Norwell 16, Carroll
17. Fouls: Norwell 13, Carroll 16. Fouled Out:
None. Technicals: None.

JV: Norwell 42, Carroll 24

Lady Tigers go cold late, fall to Norse High-School Calendar

By RICK SPRUNGER

WABASH - Bluffton’s Lady Tigers
made a really nice fourth-quarter run
at Northfield Tuesday night, rallying
from a 33-22 deficit to take a 34-33
lead.

Unfortunately for Bluffton, how-
ever, the Tigers couldn’t hang on and
dropped a 47-39 non-conference deci-
sion to a tall and talented Northfield
bunch.

“We gassed out,” said Bluffton
coach Eric Mounsey of his team’s fal-
ter at the finish line. “We went score-
less for several minutes (after taking
the lead).

“We’re still working on learning
how to compete for a full 32 minutes.”

Bluffton’s big rally started after
it had scored just 2 points in the first
six minutes of the second half and had
fallen behind, 33-22.

Marly Drayer scored from the lane,
and Ryleigh Johnson added a layup to
trim the margin to 33-26 at the third-
quarter break.

Monroe Heller then took over.

She hit the first of two free throws
seven seconds into the final stanza,
then rebounded the miss of her second
free toss, stepped behind the arc, and
drilled a three to cut the gap to 33-30.

Heller, who led Bluffton (6-9) with
14 points, then stole the ball on the
other end and fed Haley Gibson for a
layup and a 1-point game.

Moments later, Gibson connected
from the right corner with her foot on

the line and a 34-33 lead with 6:49 left.

But Bluffton didn’t score again for
another nearly three minutes.

And Northfield (8-7) ran off 9 unan-
swered points before a Tressa Renner
3-pointer stemmed the bleeding.

But the Norse immediately scored
another 5 straight points afterwards to
render Heller’s layup with 12 seconds
remaining meaningless.

“Little things mattered,” said
Mounsey of his team’s struggles down
the stretch. “We would get a big stop,
but we would then miss some easy
bunnies or would take shots too early
in the possession and end up not get-
ting a score.

“Those are just huge momentum
stoppers.”

Bluffton’s biggest problem all night,
however, was on the boards, where it
was soundly beaten by a 36-22 margin.

“Northfield rebounded really, really
well,” said Mounsey. “They are big,
and they’ve got a lot of length.

“We needed to box out, and we
didn’t do that.

“And that just really hurt us on the
glass.”

Things started getting away from
the Tigers in the second quarter.

Bluffton had taken a 17-14 lead
after one quarter on Heller’s 3-pointer
with 36 seconds left but then went ice-
cold.

The Tigers missed 14 of their last
15 shots in the first half and managed
only an Isabella Stout layup in the first

five and a half minutes of the third
quarter to fall into that 33-22 hole.

It was then that they came alive
before faltering down the stretch.

Heller was the only player to reach
double figures for Bluffton, which
finished 15-for-52 from the field for a
28.9 shooting percentage.

Northfield was led by Emily Pen-
nington’s 17 points and 10 rebounds
and Hannah Holmes’ 10 points and 12
rebounds.

The Norse were 19-for-49 from the
field for a 38.8 percentage.

Northfield also won a 25-9 decision
in the junior varsity contest, which was
shortened to two quarters.

Kennedy Nash scored 3 points and
Cayah King, Ayla Nern, and Madi
Fenstermaker 2 apiece for Bluffton.
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NORTHFIELD 47, BLUFFTON 39
At Northfield High School

BLUFFTON (6-9): Isabella Stout 2-3 0-0 5,
Ryleigh Johnson 3-6 2-2 8, Monroe Heller 5-18 1-2
14, Maryn Schreiber 0-5 0-0 0, Haley Gibson 3-7 0-2
6, Tressa Renner 1-5 0-0 3, Marly Drayer 1-4 1-2 3,
Lily King 0-4 0-0 0. TOTAL: 15-52 4-8 39.

NORTHFIELD (8-7): Addy Rosen 2-3 0-0 5, Ain-
sley Dale 1-5 0-1 2, Eden Hoover 2-9 3-3 8, Emily
Pennington 8-12 1-2 17, Hannah Holmes 4-12 2-2
10, 2-9 0-0 6, Elli Baker 2-6 0-0 5, Camryn Kuhn 0-2
0-0 0. TOTAL: 19-49 6-8 47.

Bluffton 17 3 6 13 — 39

Northfield 14 12 7 14 — 47

Three-point Goals: Bluffton 5-20 (Stout 1-1, Heller
3-11, Gibson 0-2, Renner 1-2, Drayer 0-2, King 0-2),
Northfield 3-12 (Rosen 1-1, Dale 0-3, Hoover 1-4,
Pennington 0-1, Baker 1-2, Kuhn 0-1). Rebounds:
Bluffton 22 (Johnson 6), Northfield 36 (Holmes
12, Pennington 10, Baker 6). Turnovers: Bluffton
11, Northfield 14. Fouls: Bluffton 11, Northfield 13.
Fouled Out: None. Technicals: None.

JV: Northfield 25, Bluffton 9.

Barrett, Randle lead Knicks over Pacers

DENIS P. GORMAN
Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — RIJ Barrett
scored 24 of his 32 points in the first
half, Julius Randle had 30 points and
16 rebounds in his first game after
coming off the COVID-19 health and
safety protocols list, and the New York
Knicks beat the

thrive. I want to be in the NBA for a
long time. So I'm going to continue to
work and have that mindset and out-
work everybody.”

The New York-Indiana rivalry in
the mid-to-late 1990s was among the
NBA'’s must-see matchups. This game
was far from it, with a decimated Pac-
ers squad taking

Indiana Pacers
104-94 on Tues-

day night.

Alec Burks
added 14 points
for New York
(18-20), which
snapped a two-
game losing

streak. Immanuel
Quickley chipped
in with 11.

“With both

Pacers

on a Knicks team
nearly back at full
strength.
Malcolm
Brogdon, Chris
Duarte, Isaiah
Jackson, Jer-
emy Lamb, Caris
LeVert, Goga
Bitadze, Kelan
Martin and T.J.
Warren all missed
the game for

guys the most
important thing
is them attacking the rim,” New York
coach Tom Thibodeau said about Bar-
rett and Randle. “The aggressiveness
of RJ attacking the rim, and for Julius
to do what he did today is just remark-
able.

“We had no idea what he was going
to be like. So, unbelievable effort.
Unbelievable game. Sixteen rebounds.
Just all the things that he did.”

Kiefer Skyes scored 22 points in the
Pacers’ fifth straight loss. Duane Wash-
ington Jr. added 17. Domantas Sabonis
and Torrey Craig each contributed 15.

“I’'m not just here to survive,” said
Sykes, who signed with the Pacers as
a free agent on Dec. 27. “I’m here to

Indiana as they
were in health
and safety protocols. T.J. McConnell
did not play as he is recovering from
right wrist ligament surgery. By com-
parison, New York was aided by the
returns of Randle, Mitchell Robinson
and Jericho Sims from protocols.

It was tied at 55 at halftime, even
with Barrett’s huge first half. The Pac-
ers, who trailed by 12 early in the sec-
ond quarter, finished the final seven
minutes of the period with an 18-8 run.

“Just trying to be aggressive,” Bar-
rett said of his approach early in the
game. “That’s really it. When you get
into the paint, you make reads: You
(have) to finish or kick out. It puts
pressure on the defense.”

Randle took over in the third, scor-
ing 14 points on 5-for-7 shooting,
including 2 for 2 from 3. New York led
84-77 after three and Barrett, Randle
and Burks took turns knocking down
big shots in the fourth.

“He makes us different. That’s his
gift. He can play with speed. He can
play with power. He can make deci-
sions,” Thibodeau said of Randle. “It
does make us different, yeah.”

TIP-INS

Pacers: Rick Carlisle will be coach-
ing Indiana at home on Wednesday
while his one-time team, the Dallas
Mavericks, will retire Dirk Nowitzki’s
number before their nationally tele-
vised game against the Golden State
Warriors. “I'm really disappointed that
I’'m unable to attend that (ceremony),”
Carlisle said. Carlisle coached the
Mavericks from 2009-21. “It’s (going)
to be so special. ... Dirk just means so
much to so many of us and he proved
to be a great champion as well. It’ll be
very emotional.”

Knicks: Thibodeau disagreed that
an upcoming stretch of eight games
out of 10 at Madison Square Garden
could benefit his squad. “We can’t
look ahead,” Thibodeau said before
the game. “We’re not going to win just
because we’re home. That’s not how
you win. We’ve got to come in and put
the work into it.”

UP NEXT:

Pacers: Host Brooklyn on Wednes-
day night.

Knicks: Begin a home-and-home
series against Boston on Thursday
night at Madison Square Garden.

BHMSD 7th- and 8th-grade boys get wins

Bluffton-Harrison Middle School’s
seventh-grade boys’ basketball team
defeated Bellmont 47-7.

Bluffton held a 29-7 lead at halftime
and did not allow a single point in the
second half.

Nine different Tigers scored points
in a balanced offensive attack.

Parker Nash led the way with 8
points. Cooper Craig followed with
7, and Max White, Axton Beste, and
Jonah Geisel each added 6.

The eighth-grade Tigers also were
victorious over Bellmont by a 38-18
score.

Things were tied up 6-6 after one

quarter, and Bellmont took a slim
13-11 lead into halftime.

Then the Tigers left their opponent
in the dust in the second half, outscor-
ing Bellmont 25-7.

Kaden Grau was Bluffton’s top
scorer with 19 points, and AJ Streveler
joined him in double figures with 11.

WEDNESDAY, Jan. 5

WRESTLING: Bluffton at Norwell, 6:30 p.m.

BOYS BASKETBALL: Central Noble at Bluffton, 7:30
p.m. (JV 6 p.m., Freshman 5 p.m.)

THURSDAY, Jan. 6

SWIMMING: Bluffton at South Adams, 5:30 p.m.; Norwell
at East Noble, 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, Jan. 7

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Bluffton at Jay County, 7:30 p.m.
(JV 6 p.m.); South Adams at Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m. (JV
6 p.m.); Norwell at Leo, 7:30 p.m. (JV 6 p.m.)

SWIMMING: Bluffton at Jay County Invite, 6 p.m.

Lady Raiders fight
back to top Daleville

The Southern Wells Lady Raiders held on to win 49-47 at
Daleville on Tuesday.

The Raiders trailed 10-6 after one quarter and still trailed
at halftime 17-16.

Daleville really pushed its lead in the third quarter, end-
ing that one with a 35-22 lead.

Southern Wells managed to fight its way back into the
game though, outscoring the hosts 27-12 in the fourth to
complete the comeback and win the game.

With the win, Southern Wells improved to 4-10 on the
season, while Daleville dropped to 4-10.

The Raiders will play again on Friday at home against
South Adams.

NHS boys’ swim team
tops Angola, girls lose

Norwell’s boys’ swim team won 102-66 in a meet at
Angola on Tuesday.

The Knights were able to take first place in seven of 11
events.

Brody Page won the 100 freestyle with a time of 50.91
and the 100 backstroke with a time of 58.6.

Landon Anderson won the 50 freestyle with a time of
25.05. Reece Lobsiger won the 100 butterfly with a time of
1:03.59. Carson Hiester won the 500 freestyle with a time of
5:5045.

Jakob Peterson, Kale Meredith, Page, and Marin Melcher
won the 200 medley relay with a time of 1:49.87.

Emerson Graft, Peterson, Meredith, and Page won the
400 freestyle relay with a time of 3:46.48.

The Lady Knights suffered an 87-83 loss to the hosts and
took first place in just one of 11 events.

Aubreyan Heyerly, Riley Meredith, Emma Page, and Ella
Krug won the 200 freestyle relay with a time of 1:55.43.

Norwell had 10 second-place finishes though.

Page finished second in the 200 freestyle with a time
of 2:13.12 and second in the 500 freestyle with a time of
6:08.2.

Emerson Meredith finished second in the 50 freestyle
with a time of 26.96 and second in the 100 freestyle with a
time of 59.71.

Krug finished second in the 100 butterfly with a time of
1:08.19. Jillian Melcher finished second in the 100 back-
stroke with a time of 1:08.07. Haleigh Reinhard finished
second in the 100 breaststroke with a time of 1:21.51.

Melcher, Riley Meredith, Emerson Meredith, and Hey-
erly finished second in the 200 medley relay with a time of
2:02.99.

Ava Johnson, Haleigh Reinhard, Maddy Reinhard, and
Addyson Heyerly finished second in the 200 freestyle relay
with a time of 2:01.45.

Emerson Meredith, Cassie Coyne, Page, and Melcher
finished second in the 400 freestyle relay with a time of
4:03.65.

Norwell will return to action on Thursday at East Noble
for an NES Conference meet.

Bluffton wrestling team
defeated by Bellmont

The Bluffton Tigers lost 44-21 in a home wrestling match
to the Bellmont Braves on Tuesday.

Bluffton won five of the 14 weight matchups.

Levi Johns (113 pounds) and Elliott Apps (160 pounds)
won their matches by fall.

Landon Bertsch (132 pounds), Levi Kahn (170 pounds),
and Johnny Cruz (285 pounds) won their matches by deci-
sion.

The Tigers will compete again on Wednesday in a dual
match at Norwell.
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SPORTS

BASKETBALL
NBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

Pct GB
Brooklyn 23 12 657 —
Philadelphia 20 16 .556 31/2
Toronto 17 17 500 51/2
Boston 18 19 .486 6
New York 18 20 474 61/2

Southeast Division

Pct GB
Miami 23 15 .605 —
Washington 19 18 514 31/2
Charlotte 19 19 .500 4
Atlanta 16 20 444 6
Orlando 7 31 184 16

Central Division

Pct GB
Chicago 25 10 .714 —
Milwaukee 25 14 641 2
Cleveland 21 17 553 51/2
Indiana 14 24 368 121/2
Detroit 7 28 .200 18

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

Pct GB

Memphis 25 14 641 -
Dallas 19 18 514 5
San Antonio 14 22 389 91/2
New Orleans 13 25 .342 111/2
Houston 10 28 .263 141/2

Northwest Division

Pct GB

Utah 27 10 .730 —
Denver 18 17 514 8
Minnesota 17 20 .459 10
Portland 14 22 .389 121/2
Oklahoma City 13 23 .361 13 1/2

Pacific Division

W L Pct GB

Golden State 29 7 .806 —
Phoenix 29 8 .784 12
L.A. Clippers 19 19 .500 1
L.A. Lakers 19 19 .500 11
Sacramento 16 22 421 14

Monday’s Games
Philadelphia 133, Houston 113
Washington 124, Charlotte 121
Memphis 118, Brooklyn 104
Detroit 115, Milwaukee 106
Chicago 102, Orlando 98
Utah 115, New Orleans 104
Dallas 103, Denver 89
Golden State 115, Miami 108
Portland 136, Atlanta 131
Minnesota 122, L.A. Clippers 104

Tuesday’s Games
Toronto 129, San Antonio 104
Memphis 110, Cleveland 106
New York 104, Indiana 94
Phoenix 123, New Orleans 110
Sacramento at L.A. Lakers, late

Wednesday’s Games

Detroit at Charlotte, 7 p.m.

Houston at Washington, 7 p.m.

Philadelphia at Orlando, 7 p.m.

Brooklyn at Indiana, 7:30 p.m.

Golden State at Dallas, 7:30 p.m.

San Antonio at Boston, 7:30 p.m.

Oklahoma City at Minnesota, 8 p.m.

Toronto at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.

Atlanta at Sacramento, 10 p.m.

Miami at Portland, 10 p.m.

Utah at Denver, 10 p.m.

Thursday’s Games

Boston at New York, 7:30 p.m.

Detroit at Memphis, 8 p.m.

Golden State at New Orleans, 8
p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Phoenix, 10 p.m.

Friday’s Games
San Antonio at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Milwaukee at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Utah at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Dallas at Houston, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
Washington at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Sacramento at Denver, 9 p.m.
Atlanta at L.A. Lakers, 10 p.m.
Cleveland at Portland, 10 p.m.

NCAA
All Times EST
AP Top 25

Record Pts Pvs
1. Baylor (61) 13-0 1,525
2. Duke 11-1 1,447 2
3. Purdue 12-1 1,376 3
4. Gonzaga 11-2 1,314 4
5. UCLA 8-1 1,287 5
6. Kansas 11-1 1,237 6
7. Southern Cal 12-0 1,015 7
8. Arizona 11-1 1,013 9
9. Auburn 121 976 11
10. Michigan St. 12-2 934 10
11. lowa St. 12-1 896 8
12. Houston 12-2 849 12
13. Ohio St. 92 819 13
14. Texas 11-2 640 17
15. Alabama 10-3 589 19
16. Kentucky 11-2 560 18
16. Providence 1341 560 21
18. Tennessee 9-3 519 14
19. Villanova 9-4 437 22
20. Colorado St. 10-0 386 20
21.LSU 12-1 371 16

Avalanche defeat
Blackhawks in OT

By JAY COHEN
AP Sports Writer

CHICAGO (AP) — Cale
Makar tried to downplay his
game-winning goal Tuesday
night, calling the sequence
“a little bit lucky.”

Colorado teammate Erik
Johnson offered a much dif-
ferent description.

“Yeah, it was sick,”
Johnson said.

Makar scored on a slick
move 2:38 into overtime,
lifting the surging Ava-
lanche to a 4-3 victory over
the Chicago Blackhawks.

Makar skated into the
left circle, spun away from
Chicago center Kirby Dach
and then drove to the net.
The 23-year-old defense-
man moved the puck from
side to side before beating
Marc-Andre Fleury with a
backhand for his 14th goal,
extending his career high.

“Just spur-of-the-
moment thing. You’re not
really thinking too many
steps,” Makar said.

Colorado forward Logan
O’Connor and Chicago cap-
tain Jonathan Toews each
had a shot go off a post in
overtime before Makar’s
game-winner.

“You just tip your hat” to
Makar, interim Blackhawks
coach Derek King said.
“The guy’s an elite defense-
man in this league. He’s an
elite defenseman. You move
on.”

Johnson had two goals as
Colorado won for the sev-
enth time in eight games.
Alex Newhook also scored,
and Darcy Kuemper made
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22. Xavier 11-2 270 23
23. Wisconsin 10-2 221 24
24. Seton Hall 93 174 15
25. Texas Tech 10-2 142 25
Top 25 Schedule
Monday

No. 23 Wisconsin 74, No. 3 Purdue
69

No. 8 Arizona 95, Washington 79

Tuesday

No. 1 Baylor 84, Oklahoma 74

No. 2 Duke 69, Georgia Tech 57

No. 6 Kansas 74, Oklahoma St. 63

No. 9 Auburn 81, South Carolina 66

No. 14 Texas 70, Kansas St. 57

No. 21 LSU 65, No. 16 Ketucky 60

Marquette 88, No. 16 Providence 56

No. 20 Colorado St. 67, Air Force
59

No. 24 Seton Hall 71, Butler 56

Wednesday
No. 5 UCLA vs. Arizona St., 10:30

p.m.
No. 10 Michigan St. vs. Nebraska,
7 p.m.
No. 11 lowa St. vs. No. 25 Texas
Tech, 9 p.m.
No. 12 Houston at South Florida,
7 p.m.
No. 15 Alabama at Florida, 7 p.m.
No. 18 Tenr vs. Mississi
p.m.
No. 19 Villanova vs. Creighton,
8:30 p.m.

ppi,

Thursday
No. 7 Southern Cal at California,

p.m.
No. 13 Ohio St. at Indiana, 7 p.m.
No. 23 Wisconsin vs. lowa, 9 p.m.

NCAA

Tuesday’s Scores
BOYS PREP BASKETBALL
Adams Central 52, Rockford Park-
way, Ohio 30
Argos 34, S. Bend Trinity 22
Beecher, Ill. 47, S. Newton 33
Bellmont 52, S. Adams 29
Borden 58, Madison Shawe 26
Castle 61, Boonville 43
Chesterton 77, Hammond Noll 48
Christian Academy 63, New Wash-
ington 47
Columbus Christian 53, Medora 37
Concord 57, New Prairie 33
Corydon 68, Rock Creek Academy
46
E. Noble 68, Westview 55
Elkhart Christian 61, Churubusco 39
Ev. Central 59, Princeton 53
Ev. Day 90, Carmi White County,
lll. 54
Fishers 58, Lafayette Jeff 47
Franklin Central 71, Whiteland 64,
20T
Fremont 73, Ft. Wayne Wayne 65
Ft. Wayne Blackhawk 79, S. Bend
St. Joseph’s 66
Ft. Wayne Snider 90, New Haven
75
Garrett 62, Hamilton 34
Gibson Southern 58, Ev. Mater
Dei 56
Goshen 41, Michigan City Mar-
quette 38
Highland 67, Wheeler 35
Indpls Cathedral 85, Mishawaka
Marian 61
Indpls Chatard 61, Beech Grove 51
Indpls Pike 71, Noblesville 68
Indpls Riverside 76, Victory College
Prep 70
Indpls Roncalli 43, Indpls Perry
Meridian 35
Indpls Shortridge 73, Providence
Cristo Rey 57
Indpls Tindley 70, Heritage Chris-
tian 48
Indpls Washington 69, Traders Point
Christian 49
Jasper 48, Ev. Reitz 37
LaPorte 62, Lowell 29
Lakeland 69, Lakewood Park 55
Lawrence North 60, Indpls Attucks
39
Leo 75, Ft. Wayne Canterbury 44
Maconaquah 84, Eastern (Green-
town) 59
Marion 73, Ft. Wayne Luers 71
Martinsville 59, Columbus East 51
Merrillville 78, Griffith 37
Mishawaka 67, Elkhart 46
Morgan Twp. 55, Covenant Chris-
tian 39
N. Montgomery 47, Sheridan 31
New Buffalo, Mich. 83, S. Bend
Career Academy 73
Noble-Whitley Home School 64, Ft.
Wayne Smith Academy 14
NorthWood 47, Columbia City 41
Peru 69, N. Miami 39
Plymouth 53, Michigan City 45
Prairie Hts. 60, Bronson, Mich. 38
Providence 49, Southwestern
(Hanover) 48
Terre Haute North 50, S. Vermil-
lion 25
Triton 42, Logansport 31
W. Vigo 56, Riverton Parke 45

Western 52, Lafayette Catholic 46
Westfield 87, Mt. Vernon (Fortville)
78
Greene County Tournament
First Round
Linton 75, Owen Valley 48
Pike Central 51, Shoals 42
Hendricks County Tournament
First Round
Avon 78, Cascade 47
Brownsburg 47, Tri-West 34
GIRLS PREP BASKETBALL
Andrean 60, Hammond Noll 34
Bethany Christian 51, Lakewood
Park 46
Blackford 67, Delta 44
Bloomington South 55, Brown Co.

Blue River 62, Eastern Hancock 55

Bremen 50, Central Noble 46

Carroll (Flora) 61, N. White 54

Carroll (Ft. Wayne) 64, Norwell 60

Columbia City 62, Churubusco 24

Crawford Co. 74, Austin 73, OT

DeKalb 35, Eastside 31

Eastbrook 34, Huntington North 26

Eastern (Greene) 53, Bloomington
North 52, OT

Eastern (Pekin) 62, New Albany 54

Elkhart 63, Mishawaka 44

Forest Park 47, Dubois 37

Ft. Wayne Northrop 69, Heritage 44

Garrett 51, Fairfield 46

Glenn 48, NorthWood 47

Greencastle 46, Clay City 39

Hauser 60, Monrovia 55

Henryville 49, Crothersville 16

Highland 52, Lowell 39

Homestead 68, Indpls N. Central 58

Indian Creek 48, Southport 42

Indiana Deaf 42, Indpls Herron 33

Indianapolis Homeschool 64, Heri-
tage Christian 51

Indpls Cathedral 53, Mooresville 46

Indpls Perry Meridian 54, Green-
field 48

Indpls Ritter 38, Beech Grove 32

Jay Co. 57, Ft. Wayne Concordia 19

LaCrosse 60, River Forest 41

LaVille 61, S. Bend Career Acad-
emy 8

Lake Central 58, Kankakee Val-
ley 25

Lanesville 82, S. Central (Eliza-
beth) 5

Leo 43, Prairie Hts. 35

Madison 44, Brownstown 41

Merrillville 74, Knox 60

Mishawaka Marian 68, Goshen 36

Mt. Notre Dame, Ohio 45, E. Cen-
tral 31

Muncie Central 47, Yorktown 45

N. Central (Farmersburg) 32, Clo-
verdale 25

N. Montgomery 59, N. Putnam 43

Northfield 47, Bluffton 39

Oakbrook Prep, S.C. 39, Martins-
ville Tabernacle 22

Paoli 57, Perry Central 23

Parke Heritage 53, W. Vigo 49

Penn 68, New Prairie 27

Rushville 48, Franklin Co. 31

S. Central (Union Mills) 65, Lake
Station 46

S. Spencer 60, Evansville Christian

6

Scottsburg 46, Seymour 43

Sheridan 54, Crawfordsville 34

Southern Wells 49, Daleville 47

Southmont 52, Riverton Parke 40

Tecumseh 54, Boonville 35

Tipton 75, Mississinewa 65, OT

Tri-County 63, Attica 12

Trinity Lutheran 67, Greenwood
Christian 50

Twin Lakes 71, Frontier 25

Vincennes Rivet 46, Salem 41

W. Lafayette 67, Frankfort 27

Washington 49, Southridge 20

Washington Twp. 65, Whiting 16

Western 64, Rossville 18

Western Boone 42, Fountain Cen-
tral 28

Wood Memorial 52, Mt. Carmel, Ill.
46, 20T

Woodlan 40, Antwerp, Ohio 38

Ripley County Tournament
First Round
Jac-Cen-Del 66, Milan 11
S. Ripley 34, Batesville 27

FOOTBALL
NFL
All Times EDT
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
WL T Pct PF PA
x-Buffalo 10 6 0 .625 456279
x-New England106 0 .625 438 270
e-Miami 8 8 0 .500 308349
e-N.Y. Jets 412 0 .250 300477
South
WL T Pct PFPA
y-Tennessee 11 5 0 .688 391329
Indianapolis 9 7 0 .563 440339
e-Houston 412 0 .250 255424

e-Jacksonville 214 0 .125 227 446

28 saves.
Johnson and
Makar made it
an NHL-best 32
goals for Ava-
lanche defense-
men.
The team got

26 goals from
blueliners in 56
games last season.

“I think that that’s part
of the way we want to
play,” coach Jared Bednar
said. “It’s so hard to create
offense with just a line. You
end up playing three versus
five a lot. You need your D
to be part of it.”

Chicago dropped its fifth
straight game. Alex DeBrin-
cat had two power-play
goals on consecutive shots,
and Toews scored in the sec-
ond period. Fleury finished
with 29 stops in his first start
since Dec. 17 after spending
time on the COVID-19 pro-
tocol list.

“At least we got a point.
We went toe to toe with
one of the best teams in the
league,” defenseman Calvin
de Haan said. “I think it was
overall a pretty good game
for the Blackhawks.”

Led by DeBrincat and
Patrick Kane, the Black-
hawks moved in front with
two goals in 40 seconds
in the third period. First,
DeBrincat converted a one-
timer off a pass from Kane,
and then he got his 20th
goal when he beat Kuemper
off another assist from Kane
at 2:58.

The Avalanche tied it
again when Johnson’s shot

from the side appeared to go
off Jake McCabe’s stick and
past Fleury at 11:44.

“The second one, just
tried to get it to the net,”
Johnson said. “Got lucky.”

It was the first meeting
between the Central Divi-
sion teams since Colorado’s
4-2 victory in the season
opener Oct. 13. The Ava-
lanche jumped all over the
Blackhawks in the first
game, opening a 3-0 lead
9:34 into the first period.

Colorado got off to
another fast start in its first
trip to Chicago this season.
Johnson’s shot from near the
blue line traveled through
traffic in front before beat-
ing Fleury on the stick side
at 7:43, and Newhook made
it 2-0 when he converted a
backhand with 6:06 left in
the opening period.

The Avalanche nearly
had another 3-0 lead, but
Fleury robbed Tyson Jost
with his left leg with 1:40
left.

Chicago responded with
a much better performance
in the second. Toews poked
home a rebound for his
fourth goal at 4:47. Henrik
Borgstrom nearly tied the
game in the final minute,
but he was denied by Kue-
mper.

North
WL T Pct PFPA
y-Cincinnati 10 6 0 .625 444 355
Pittsburgh 8 7 1 .531327385
Baltimore 8 8 0 .500 374376
e-Cleveland 7 9 0 .438 328355
West
WL T Pct PFPA
y-Kansas City11 5 0 .688 452 340
L.A.Chargers 9 7 0 .563 442424
Las Vegas 9 7 0 .563 339407
e-Denver 7 9 0 .438 311294
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
WL T Pct PFPA
y-Dallas 11 5 0 .688 479332
Philadelphia 9 7 0 .563 418 334
e-Washington 610 0 .375 313427
e-N.Y. Giants 412 0 .250 251394
South
WL T Pct PF PA
y-TampaBay 12 4 0 .750 470 336
New Orleans 8 8 0 .500 334315
e-Atlanta 7 9 0 .438 293429
e-Carolina 511 0 .313 287 363
North
WL T Pct PFPA
-GreenBay 13 3 0 .813 420334
e-Minnesota 7 9 0 .438 394409
e-Chicago 610 0 .375 294376
e-Detroit 213 1 .156 288 437
West
WL T Pct PFPA
x-L.A.Rams 12 4 0 .750 436 345
x-Arizona 11 5 0 .688 419328
San Francisco9 7 0 .563 400 341
e-Seattle 610 0 .375 357336

e-Eliminated from playoffs

x-clinched playoff spot

y-clinched division

-clinched home-field advantage

Saturday, Jan. 8
Kansas City at Denver, 4:30 p.m.
Dallas at Philadelphia, 8:15 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 9

Chicago at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
Cincinnati at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Green Bay at Detroit, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Baltimore, 1 p.m.
Tennessee at Houston, 1 p.m.
Washington at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Carolina at Tampa Bay, 4:25 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at Buffalo, 4:25 p.m.
New England at Miami, 4:25 p.m.
New Orleans at Atlanta, 4:25 p.m.
San Francisco at L.A. Rams, 4:25

p.m.
Seattle at Arizona, 4:25 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Las Vegas, 8:20
p.m.

NCAA

2021-22 Bowl Glance
All Times EST
Tuesday, Jan. 4
Texas Bowl
Houston
Kansas St. 42, LSU 20
Monday, Jan. 10
College Football Championship
Indianapolis
No. 1 Alabama vs. No. 3 Georgia, 8
p.m. (ESPN)

HOCKEY

NHL
All Times EDT
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
GP W L OTPtsGF GA

TampaBay 3522 8 5 49116103
Florida 3322 7 4 48128 97
Toronto 3121 8 2 44104 76
Boston 291710 2 36 85 76
Detroit 3416 15 3 35 96 114
Buffalo 331017 6 26 89 116
Ottawa 29 918 220 79107
Montreal 34 723 418 73123

Metropolitan Division
GP W L OTPtsGF GA
N.Y. Rangers 3422 8 4 48101 85
Washington 3420 6 8 48119 89
Carolina 3123 7 1 47106 66
Pittsburgh 3118 8 5 41 99 81
Philadelphia 3213 13 6 32 85 106
Columbus 311515 1 31101 112
New Jersey 341316 5 31 99121
N.Y. Islanders28 10 12 6 26 64 80
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA

St. Louis 3319 9 543116 91
Nashville 3320 11 2 42101 89
Colorado 2919 8 2 40123 96
Minnesota 311910 2 40116 98
Winnipeg 3216 11 5 37 98 92
Dallas 291512 2 32 82 85
Chicago 331117 527 77 112
Arizona 31 622 31564120
Pacific Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Vegas 3522 12 1 45127107
Anaheim 3517 11 7 41107 98
Calgary 3117 8 6 40100 73
Edmonton 3318 13 2 38111107

Los Angeles 3316 12 5 37 91 89

San Jose 3417 16 1 35 96108
Vancouver 341615 3 3589 95
Seattle 331019 4 24 92122

NOTE: Two points for a win, one
point for overtime loss. Top three
teams in each division and two wild
cards per conference advance to
playoffs.

Monday’s Games

N.Y. Rangers 4, Edmonton 1

Carolina at Toronto, ppd

Minnesota at Ottawa, ppd

Tuesday’s Games

Tampa Bay 7, Columbus 2

Florida 6, Calgary 2

Boston 5, New Jersey 3

Detroit 6, San Jose 2

Colorado 4, Chicago 3, OT

Winnipeg 3, Arizona 1

Washington at Montreal, ppd

N.Y. Islanders at Seattle, ppd

Nashville at Vegas, late

Philadelphia at Anaheim, late

Wednesday’s Games

Edmonton at Toronto, 7 p.m.

St. Louis at Pittsburgh, 7:30 p.m.

N.Y. Islanders at Vancouver, ppd

Thursday’s Games

Calgary at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.

Columbus at New Jersey, 7 p.m.

Minnesota at Boston, 7 p.m.

Pittsburgh at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.

San Jose at Buffalo, 7 p.m.

Toronto at Montreal, ppd

Florida at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.

Chicago at Arizona, 9 p.m.

Winnipeg at Colorado, 9 p.m.

Detroit at Anaheim, 10 p.m.

N.Y. Rangers at Vegas, 10 p.m.

Ottawa at Seattle, ppd

Nashville at Los Angeles, 10:30
p.m.

Friday’s Games

Calgary at Carolina, 7 p.m.

Washington at St. Louis, 8 p.m.

Komets (16-7-3)

Monday’s Games
No games scheduled
Tuesday’s Games
No games scheduled
Wednesday’s Games
Toledo at Fort Wayne, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday’s Games
No games scheduled

TRANSACTIONS

Tuesday
BASKETBALL

National Basketball Association

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES — Signed G
Tyrell Terry to a two-way contract.

PHOENIX SUNS — Signed F Justin
Jackson to a 10-day contract. Waived
F Chandler Hutchison.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Rein-
stated CB Breon Borders, LBs Devon
Kennard and Markus Golden and
OL D.J. Humphries from the reserve/
COVID-19 list. Signed CB Bashaud
Breeland to the practice squad.
Released CB Isaiah Johnson from the
practice squad.

ATLANTA FALCONS — Rein-
stated DL Marlon Davidson, S Jaylinn
Hawkins, TE Hayden Hurst, OLB
James Vaughters, WR Tajae Sharpe
and OL Willie Beavers from the
reserve/COVID-19 list. Waived QB
Matt Barkley. Signed TE Parker Hes-
ses to the active roster.

BUFFALO BILLS — Signed RB
Antonio Williams to the practice
squad. Released WR Austin Proehl
from the practice squad.

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Placed
S Vonn Bell, LB Akeem Davis-Gaither,
DE Trey Hendrickson, C Trey Hopkins
and G Quinton Spain on the reserve/
COVID-19 list. Signed K Elliott Fry to
the practice squad. Placed TE Mason
Schreck on the practice squad/injured
list.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Rein-
stated LB Elijah Lee from the reserve/
COVID-19 list. Placed RB D’Ernest
Johnson on the reserve/COVID-19
list. Waived QB Kyle Lauletta. Waived
T Alex Taylor from the reserve/COV-
ID-19 list. Signed TE Nick Guggemos
to the practive squad. Reinstated QB
Nick Mullens and S Tedric Thompson
from the practice squad reserve/
COVID-19 list. Placed S Jovante Mof-
fatt on the practice squad reserve/
COVID-19 list.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Designated
TE Blake Jarwin to return from injured
reserve. Reinstated DT Quinton
Bohanna from the reserve/COVID-19
list. Placed WR Michael Gallup on
injured reserve. Placed OL Josh Ball
on the reserve/COVID-19 list.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Rein-

stated DL Kingsley Keke, OT Den-
nis Kelly, WR Amari Rodgers and

S Darnell Savage from the reserve/
COVID-19 list. Placed OT Billy Turner
on the reserve/COVID-19 list. Rein-
stated CB Jayson Stanley to the prac-
tice squad from the practice squad
reserve/COVID-19 list. Released OL
Jon Dietzen from the practice squad.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Waived
LB Malik Jefferson.

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — Desig-
nated DT Khlaen Saunders and DB
Chris Lammons to return from injured
reserve. Signed TE Matt Bushman to
the practice squad.

LOS ANGELES RAMS — Signed
WR Warren Jackson to the practice
squad. Released K Ryan Santoso and
LS Carson Tinker from the practice
squad. Waived WR J.J. Koski.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Signed
C Cole Banwart to the practice squad.
Placed TE Chris Herndon on the
reserve/COVID-19 list. Placed CB
Parry Nickerson on the practice squad
reserve/COVID-19 list. Reinstated LB
Nick Vigil from the reserve/COVID-19
list.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Placed
DT Albert Huggins on the reserve/
COVID-19 list. Reinstated WR Kevin
White and TE Ethan Wolf from the
reserve/COVID-19 list.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Waived TE
Chris Myarick. Released T Isaiah Wil-
son from the practice squad.

NEW YORK JETS — Placed OL
George Fant and DE Bryce Huff on
injured reserve. Placed TE Dan Brown
on the practice squad injured reserve.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Rein-
stated CB Craig James and WR John
Hightower from the practice squad
reserve/COVID-19 list.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Rein-
stated WRs Anthony Miller, Steven
Sims and Tyler Vaughns from the
practice squad reserve/COVID-19 list.
Released P Cameron Nizialek and K
Sam Sloman from the practice squad.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS —
Signed CB Darqueze Dennard to the
practice squad.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Placed
RB Alex Collins on injured reserve.
Promoted RB Josh Johnson to the
active roster. Reinstated CB Bless
Austin from reserve/COVID-19 list.
Placed DB Gavin Heslop on the
reserve/COVID-19 list.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Waived
CB Chris Jones and LB Joe Jones.
Released DBs Shyheim Carter and
Rodney Clemons and WR Golden
Tate. Placed LB Monty Rice on the
reserve/COVID-19 list.

WASHINGTON FOOTBALL TEAM
— Reinstated P Tress Way and
QB Kyle Shurmur from the reserve/
COVID-19 list. Signed WR Antonio
Gandy-Golden to the practice squad.
Released QB Kyle Shurmur and
P Ryan Winslow from the practice
squad.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

BUFFALO SABRES — Placed Fs
Anders Bjork, Peyton Krebs and Alex
Tuch in the COVID-19 protocol.

DALLAS STARS — Sent G Adam
Scheel, C Rhett Gardner and RW Ty
Dellandrea to Texas (AHL).

FLORIDA PANTHERS — Recalled
G Spencer Knight from the taxi squad.

MINNESOTA WILD — Signed G
Zane Mclntyre to a two-way contract
for the remainder of the season.
Waived C Victor Rask. Designated C
Marco Rossi and LW Matt Boldy for
assignment to the taxi squad.

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Sent
LW Gabriel Fortier to Syracuse (AHL).

WASHINGTON CAPITALS —
Recalled C Aliaksei Protas from
Hershey (AHL). Reassigned F Michael
Sgarbossa, G Pheonix Copley and Ds
Lucas Johansen and Alexander Alex-
eyev to Hershey.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

D.C. UNITED — Signed C Brendan
Hines-lke to a two-year contract.

FC DALLAS — Signed D Ema
Twumasi to a three-year contract.
Named Marco Ferruzzi director of
methodology.

INTER MIAMI CF — Acquired M
Bryce Duke from LAFC and signed
him as a homegrown player in
exchange for $100,000 in 2022 gen-
eral allocation money (GAM), and
potential additional future GAM if per-
formance-based conditions are met.
Loaned M Rodolfo Pizarro to LIGA MX
club C.F Monterrey for 2022 with an
option to purchase.

NASHVILLE SC — Signed M Sean
Davis to a three-year contract.

Eason, Pinson lead No. 21 LSU
past No. 16 Kentucky, 65-60

By BRETT MARTEL
AP Sports Writer
BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) — No. 21
LSU was on the brink of blowing a nine-
point lead to 16th-ranked Kentucky in the
final 2:25 when the Wildcats suddenly and

stunningly flinched.

Tari Eason capped his 13-point perfor-
mance with a dunk following Kentucky
guard Davion Mintz’s turnover in a one-
point game with 13 seconds left, and the
Tigers held off the Wildcats 65-50 on Tues-

day night.

“Yeah, it was a wild finish,” Eason said.
“Obviously, it wasn’t exactly the way we
drew it up, but you know at the end of the

day, a win is a win.”

Xavier Pinson added 11 points for LSU
(13-1, 1-1 Southeastern Conference),
capped by a flamboyant dunk in the final
seconds after Kentucky’s 15th and final
turnover — again by Mintz — setting off
a wild celebration inside the Pete Maravich

Assembly Center.

“I thought the roof was going to come off
at the end,” LSU coach Will Wade said. “It

was a fun night.”

Brandon Murray added 10 points for the
Tigers in a tight contest in which neither
team led by more than nine points.

Darius Days’ third 3 of the game and
Eason’s inside basket put LSU ahead 61-52
with 2:35 to go, but Kentucky (11-3, 1-1)
nearly rallied all the way back.

Mintz’s 3 and driving layup through clus-
ter of converging players capped an 8-0 run
that made it 61-60 with 27 seconds left.

LSU then turned the ball over on a long
inbound attempt, but Mintz gave it right
back. Pinson’s third steal led to Eason’s
slam to begin the Tigers’ finishing flourish.

“Not every day we can beat Kentucky.
So, that’s good,” Wade said. “But the reality
is we’ve got a good team, too. The problem

going to do that, you’re going to win some

big games at home and this is certainly one

points.

of the those.”

Mintz, who played 28 minutes after an
injury to starting point guard and assist lead-
er Sahvir Wheeler, led the Wildcats with 16

Jacob Toppin added 14 points and Kellan
Grady scored 13. Center Oscar Tshiebwe
had 13 rebounds.

The Wildcats “had a couple of guys not
play well, multiple injuries, and foul trou-

ble,” Kentucky coach John Calipari said.

“We had funky lineups in that we had never
used before, and that gave us trouble offen-
sively because it’s like, ‘How do we play

with this team?” But the guys fought, and

that’s all you can ask.”

Kentucky had to play all but the first four
minutes of the game without Wheeler. The
5-foot-9 Georgia transfer, averaging 10.3
points and 7.8 assists per game, was flat-
tened near midcourt when he ran head-first

into a what was ruled a legal screen that the

7-foot, 230-pound Efton Reid set as Pinson
dribbled by in transition.

“When Sahvir went down, he’s the

engine on this thing and gets us all moving,”
Calipari said. “They gave us a lot of physi-
cal (play), like, wow! Guys were getting
knocked down — mostly our guys.”

With Wheeler lying dazed on the court,
Pinson pulled up unguarded for a 3 and hit

it, giving LSU an early 8-3 lead. Wheeler

is around here we act all crazy when we do

stuff.

“Our expectation here is to win at the top
of the SEC,” Wade continued. “If you’re

remained down after the play before two
members of Kentucky’s staff helped him to
the locker room.

“It was a totally legal screen. It was just
an unfortunate play,” Wade said, adding that
he knows and likes Wheeler and considers
him a “great player.”

“You saw the domino effect” when
Wheeler went out, Wade added. “They had
to play some other guys.”

UP NEXT

Kentucky: Hosts Georgia on Saturday.

day.

LSU: Hosts No. 18 Tennessee on Satur-



Page 8 - The News-Banner - WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5, 2022

Dear Annie: I cried when I was read-
ing the letters from parents about not
letting go of their children in college.
My mother was so strict with me that I
was not even allowed to go to college.

A new local college was opened the
year I graduated from high school, but
my parents’ excuse for me not to go
was that they couldn’t afford it. They
also asked me how I was going to get
there since it was 25 miles from home.
They decided that, since I was a girl,
I did not need a car, even though they
bought both of my brothers a car when
they turned 16.

I could not even get a job because
we lived in the country and there were
no businesses close by. They finally
allowed me to go to “beauty school”
to learn how to do hair, which I hated.
After graduating from that and get-
ting my license, I still could not work
because, they asked, “How are you
going to get to work without a car?”
It was always just one roadblock after
another.

boys to parties and such. My mother
didn’t trust me. Honestly, I don’t know
why because I never had boys come to
visit me on the farm. I think that I was
18 or 19 before I had my first date, and
even then, Mom was not sure about it.

Needless to say, the first male who
asked me to get married was the one I
chose. I could not wait to get out of that
house, but as it turned out, the man I did
marry was a HUGE mistake.

My brother was in the Navy, and

you.” I feel as if I
missed so much in
my teenage years.
I even thought
about joining the
Navy, to which
my mother said,
“No way in hell!”
At that time, I
still had animals
on the farm, and
I knew that if I did join, my parents
would dump them. So, I just stayed
home.

The funny thing is that a cousin’s
wife said that she was in the Navy
and that she really enjoyed it and that
I should have joined. Thanks for lis-
tening. Please keep telling parents to
let their children “spread their wings”
because it is the way they grow up. —
Caged Bird

Dear Caged: What your mother did
to you was not fair. She said she trust-
ed you with her words, but her actions
painted a much more hurtful picture.

by Annie Lane

their own wings to fly out of the nest
shows you can already fly. You are
doing it with your pen and by telling
your story. Now that you are an adult,
it’s not too late to get a job, go to col-
lege, move out on your own and live a
life that you want to live.

Your mother’s restrictions were no
doubt imposed on you from her own
insecurities and fears about the world.
She loves you, but her way is not nec-
essarily the most loving way. And you

Answer

By Dr. Billy F
Graham {

Q: My son has been a

Like Jesus, we are to be in the
world, but not of the world

ers in the water for
about eight hours in
the daytime, they will
turn the color of the
water! As the water in

world. When we reach out
to others in the name of the
Lord — giving them the
truth, we are participating
in the world, showing that
we care. But if we start act-

good kid but lately he is
giving in to peer pressure
from his friends who have
talked him out of going to
church, and it’s changing
his behavior. While he’s
not really comfortable with
some of the things they do
and say, he feels accept-

the flowers evaporate, the
stems “drink up” the col-
ored water, and the flowers
change color.

This little science
experiment is a good
example of why Christians
should be careful about
how we live among people
who do not know the Lord

ing like the world, partici-
pating in their questionable
behavior, bad language,
or exposing our minds to
destructive entertainment,
then we are worldly. Our
purpose in being in the
world is to be God’s light
— to let others see Jesus in

BEETLE BAILEY
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WE ACCEPT

MasterCard

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com...

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Conceptis Sudoku

By Dave Green

23

117
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SPECIAL!

Earn Extra Cash by selling
your “Unwanteds”!

A 20-word line classified
ad is $5 for 5 Days!
For Sale ltems Only.
Come to the Bluffton
News-Banner office at
125 N. Johnson St., Bluffton,
call 260-824-0224, or
place ads online at classifieds.
news-banner.com

ROTTWEILER & PITT pup-
pies, $300 each, 1 male, 5 fe-
male, phone 260-223-3180.

/
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VEHICLES

Auto/Trucks

08 CHARGER RED, 206k,
new tires & brakes. Mainte-
nance record provided. $4,900
260-409-2144 Nicest car avail-
able for under 5 grand.

HELOISE HINT: Getting a new
car? Auto experts say to read
and understand the warranty
that comes with the car. To
make your car last longer, fol-
low the manufacturer’s recom-
mendations. Write to Heloise,
P.O. Box 795001, San Antonio,
TX 78279-5001.

SERVICES

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

LENGACHER QUALITY
CONSTRUCTION is now in-
stalling storm shelters above

or below ground. Call
260-307-1759.
COMPUTER ISSUES?

GEEKS ON SITE provides
FREE diagnosis REMOTELY
24/7 SERVICE DURING COV-
ID19. No home visit necessary.
$40 OFF with coupon 86407!
Restrictions apply. 888-715-
8176 (l)

DENIED SOCIAL SECURITY
Disability? Appeal! If you're
50+, filed for SSD and denied,
our attorneys can help get you
approved! No money out of
pockets! Call 1-855-995-4758
"

DIRECTV STREAM - The
Best of Live & On-Demand
On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo
for 12months. Stream on 20
devices at once in your home.
HBO Max FREE for 1 yr (w/
CHOICE Package or higher.)
Call for more details today!
(some restrictions apply) Call
IVS 1-844-412-9997 (1)

LIVE PAIN FREE with CBD
products from AceWellness.
We guarantee highest qual-
ity, most competitive pricing on
CBD products. Softgels, Oils,
Skincare, Vape & more. Cou-
pon Code: PRINT20 Call Now
833-226-3105 (1)

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

Mechanical
Contractors, Inc.

PENA'S MECHANICAL
CONTRACTORS, Inc. is now
hiring millwrights, pipe fitters,
welders, fabricators, mainte-

nance personnel, CDL li-
cense a plus. Benefits
include health insurance,
dental and vision. IRA with

3% match. Paid vacation and
paid holidays. Please Vvisit
our website:
www.penamechanical.com.
You can apply online or call
260-622-1312 to schedule an
interview.

WANTED AUTO BODY Tech
for Heavy Truck Body Shop -
Paint, Bodywork, Paid Time
Off, Tools Provided, Training
available, Flexible Work
Hours. Built Right Co. Ph.
260-273-1245

1/05

Help Wanted

MEAT

LENGERICH MEATS INC. is
looking for full-time, qualified,
dedicated individuals to join
our team. General labor posi-
tion for part-time with poten-
tial to go full-time. Plus a
meat cutter. Also hiring for
our deli. Experience a plus,
not a must. We will train.
Competitive benefit package
offered. Pay depends on ex-
perience. Send resume to
Lengerich@frontier.com  or
stop in and fill out an applica-
tion.

HIRING JOB FAIR January 6,
12, 20 & 26, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Join
team Teijin - Proudly making
2022 Chevy Corvette. On-site
interviews. Starting rate
$16.50 + full medical after 30
days. Apply in person Monday
through Friday 8 a.m. to 4
p.m., 1890 Riverfork Dr., Hunt-
ington, IN 46750. Email re-
sume:

hun_hr@teijinautomotive.com.

Apply on-line:
teijinautomotive.com. EOE.
(EAP2)

COOK POSITION OPEN AT
WELLS COMMUNITY BOYS
& GIRLS CLUB. Monday
through Friday. Responsibili-
ties include but not limited to:
meal preparation, serving, or-
dering, preparing menus,
record keeping, etc. After
school and summer meals
served. Part Time. https://wel
Iscommunityboysgirlsclub.co
m

SECURITY OFFICER Allied
Universal has security jobs
and are seeking to fill the po-
sition of Professional Security
Officer. For all full-time posi-
tions, we offer medical, den-
tal and vision coverage, life
insurance, 401K, sick pay (in
states where required), em-
ployee assistance programs,
company discounts, perks
and more! We also offer part-
time and flexible schedules!

https://www.Jobs.aus.com

Help Wanted

HELOISE HINT: The land-
scape of the workplace is
changing. When interviewing,
be prepared to do so over a
video call, like Zoom. Practice
these kinds of interviews so
you are comfortable commu-
nicating in front of a camera.
Email an employment hint or
question to HELOISE@Helo-

Help Wanted

AMERICA'S BEST VALUE
Inn & Suites, 100 Charles
Deam Court, Bluffton, now hir-
ing for front desk and house-
keeping, full and part-time
positions available. Apply in
person.

THE CITY OF Bluffton is ac-
cepting applications for Full
Time Firefighter/Engineers
(Fire 1 & Il certification required
and be age 21 but less than 36
at time of hire) and Part Time
and Paid-on-Call Firefighters
(must be 18 or older). Posi-
tions require a high school
diploma or equivalent and a
Driver's License. The City uti-
lizes E-Verify and follows
EEOC guidelines. Applications
may be obtained from the
Clerk-Treasurer's Office, 128
E. Market St, Bluffton, Mon-Fri
from 8a-5p or online at
www.blufftonindiana.net. Appli-
cations due January 14th.

FOR SALE

HAY, ALFALFA/GRASS,
SOME grass/red clover, 1,200
small bales. Call or text
260-273-6311.

Lottery Numbers

Tuesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 16-19-25-29-
35

Cashd4Life — 05-13-19-
20-29, Cash Ball: 2

Quick Draw Midday —
02-08-10-12-14-15-16-21-
22-24-28-37-41-54-55-61-
64-68-69-80, BE: 41

Daily Three-Midday —
5-4-5,SB: 1

Daily Three-Evening —
8-8-3,SB: 0

Daily Four-Midday —
9-8-4-8,SB: 1

Daily Four-Evening —
1-7-5-2,SB: 0

Quick Draw Evening
— 01-07-09-15-21-26-27-
31-34-36-37-40-42-44-46-
49-53-74-78-80, BE: 37

Hoosier Lotto
Estimated jackpot (for
Wednesday): $4.4 million

MEGA MILLIONS

04-06-16-21-22, Mega
Ball: 1, Megaplier: 3.

POWERBALL
Estimated jackpot (for

Read & recycle

Public Notice

NOTICE

Wells County Community Cor-

rections will hold the next Advi-

sory Board Meeting on January

11, 2022 at 11:45 am in the Wells

County Community Corrections

Training Room: 102 W Market

Street, Suite 107, Bluffton, IN
46714

nb 1/5
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Wednesday): $575 million

Public Sale Calendar

JANUARY 8 - 9 a.m. - Various consigners.
Adams County Fairgrounds Dining Hall, Mon-
roe. Guns, ammunition, reloading, Ducks Unlim-
ited art prints (Preview - To be sold online),
fishing tackle/lures/plastics, Meade Instruments
LX850 ACF Planetary Photography telescope w/
Skywatcher Automatic Tracking Base, collection
of Coke-A-Cola, seasonal decorations, antique
crocks and jugs, Wonder Horse Deluxe rock-
ing horse w/rare saddle, oil lamps, antique toys,
brass train whistle, 4-sided railroad lantern,
household, modern furniture, Schwinn bicycle,
primitives, more! Preview Jan. 7 or by appoint-
ment. Town and Country Auctioneers/Realtors,
260-724-8899, www.town-countryauctions.com.
JANUARY 8 - 10 a.m. - Gregory Grewe estate.
6039 E 800 N, Ossian. Four bedroom, 1 bath,
1,768 SF, partial basement, 44’x63’ pole barn,
sitting on 2.75+/- acres. Krueckeberg Auction &
Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.com.
JANUARY 9-JANUARY 16 - NOON - (Online
Only) - Glenn Myers, seller. 1490 Clark
Ave., Bluffton. 1978 Harley Sportster (needs
restored), 1978 Harley Low Rider, 1993 Jeep
Cherokee, Sport, large antique fishing reel col-
lection, antiques, 10 acoustic, electric and bass
guitars, Bundy saxophone, drum sets, modern
furniture, shop tools, air compressor, household.
Preview: Jan. 8, 9 a.m.-noon, Jan. 13, 4-6 p.m.
The Steffen Group Inc., Isaac Stoller, sale man-
ager, 260-413-3515, www.steffengrp.com, 824-
3006.

BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOS-
ING JANUARY 16 STARTING AT 4 P.M. - Vari-
ous consignors, owners. Antique car parts,
Dorman cabinets, hardware, new old stock
auto parts, tools, household, furniture, antiques,
glassware, primitives, vintage items, misc. Now
taking consignments, call 260-724-7402. Pre-
view Jan. 13, 3-5 p.m., 815 Adams St., Decatur.
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, Kjauction.com.

JANUARY 22 - 10 a.m. - Jimmy D. Price
Estate & family, owners. Auction location: 815

Adams St., Decatur. Real estate location: 4262
N. Salem Rd., Decatur. 131.273+/-A. Offered
in 3 tracts or any combination! Tract 1: 3 bed-
room, 2 full bath, 1,952 sf home, partially fin-
ished basement, 32'x50’ 3-car detached garage,
5.06+/-A. Tract 2: 102.97+/-A, across from Tract
1 on Salem Rd. Tract 3: 23.247+/-A, north &
south sides of N US Hwy. 33, east of Salem
Rd. Open house: Jan. 8, 1-3 p.m. Krueckeberg
Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.
com.

JANUARY 22-JANUARY 29 - The Estate of
Patrick Carrico, seller. 1890 E. 400 N., Ossian.
Final Carrico auction. John Deere riding lawn
mower, advertising clocks, farm primitives,
antique furniture, antique radios, vintage scales,
early bicycles, wagon wheels. Large collection
of cast iron dinner bells, Wells County memo-
rabilia, rare vintage potato picker, early score
board (works), much, much more. Inspection:
Jan. 23 from 2-4 p.m. and Jan. 27 from 4-6 p.m.
The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com,
824-3006.

BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOS-
ING JANUARY 23 AT 4 P.M. - Jimmy D. Price
Estate. 4262 N. Salem Rd., Decatur. 2009 Ford
F150 pickup, 58k miles, 2015 Ford Escape,
44k miles, 1931 Ford Model A, 2004 New Hol-
land TNG60OA tractor, 1,495 hours, attachments,
tools, furniture, appliances, household items,
antiques, misc. Preview: Jan. 8, 1-3 p.m.
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, Kjauction.com.

JANUARY 29 - 10 a.m. - Neal & Darla Adler
& Adler Irrev. Trust, Nathan Painter Trustee.
Auction location: Adams Co. 4-H Expo Hall,
160 W. Washington St., Monroe. Farm loca-
tion: 100 N between 400W/500W, Sec. 26, Kirk-
land Township, Decatur. Three tracts available.
62.80+/- acres. Tract 1: Approx. 56.02+/- acres.
Tract 2: Approx. 6.78+/- acres, wooded acres
w/30 ft. drive. Tract 3: Tract 1 & 2: 62.80+/-
acres. Heartland Auction & Realty, Inc., 260-
724-3499, heartlandauctionrealty.com.

TANTASTIC
FREEBIES

EVERY SAT. IN THE NEWS-BANNER
EVERY TUES. IN THE SUNRISER NEWS

Deadline: Thursday Noon

*Used items priced up to $49 only
*Price must be included in ad
+*One item per ad only

sLimit 2 ads each week
+Ads must be printed on coupon blanks
«Start ad with name of item

+Private party only
*Include phone number
*NO PHONE ORDERS

Items priced up to $49 only.

Name

Phone

Address

City

Zip

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
Ad No. 1

Mail to: Fantastic Freebies
News-Banner

P.O. Box 436

Bluffton, IN 46714

Or drop off at our office at :
125 N. Johnson St.
Bluffton, IN
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5

All Classified Line Ads
automatically appear on the
News-Banner website at
NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE!

HOT DEAL!

20 Words, 10 Days
just $25
ADD APHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold!
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited
to “For Sale” and “Automotive”
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words $39
Add'I Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!

Your“Guaranteed Sold" ad (up to
20 words) with a Photo: $44
Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage
Sale Guide!

Geta FREE

GARAGE SALE KIT

when you place your Garage
Sale ad in The News-Banner for
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!

20 Words, 10 Days

just $25
ADD APHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED
SOLD

Your ad runs til your item is sold!
(6-month maximum). Limited to
one-item, private party only.

20 words 539
Add'I Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your“Guaranteed Sold" ad (up to
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt'l Lines, 88 cents each

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s
Most Popular Daily Marketplace!

20 Words,
97

2-Month Special:
ATTENTION
GRABBERS!
Add a photo or artwork to any
ad! You can also add a headline
or other attention-getters for
less than you'd expect! Place
your ad ON-LINE and explore
the possibilities!
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Hancock ends '21 with plans for almost 1K new homes

By MITCHELL KIRK
(Greenfield) Daily Reporter
HANCOCK COUNTY —

Another year is in the books, as are
plans for over 1,000 new homes in
Hancock County.

Local government depart-
ments overseeing building per-
mits are reporting totals for 2021
in the triple digits throughout their
respective jurisdictions, with sev-
eral seeing significant spikes from
last year. Officials expect much of
the same, if not more, as they look
toward 2022.

Through Dec. 27, McCordsville
logged 432 building permits for
single-family homes for the year,
blasting past 2020°s 241.

Ryan Crum, McCordsville’s
assistant town manager of planning
and building, thinks the increase
is part of what’s happening to the
national housing market.

“We’re seeing just a surge in
demand right now, and the build-
ers are doing their best to keep up
with it,” Crum said. “I think the

other thing is simply McCords-
ville’s location and great schools
— those things are making us very,
very attractive. That certainly does
not hurt and it’s going to continue
to keep those numbers up.”

He doesn’t see the trend dipping
in 2022.

“Likely it will be even a little bit
more probably next year just based
upon the fact that demand seems to
continue, and we’re going to have
really pretty healthy lot inventory
next year,” he said.

New Palestine had 213 single-
family residential building permits
for the year as of Dec. 28. Town
manager Jim Robinson noted that’s
an exponential rise from the 35 to
40 the town typically has in a year.

“This year was just unreal for
us,” he said.

Robinson attributes the surge to
the work of D.R. Horton and Len-
nar Homes in the community.

“They’re very productive build-
ers,” he said. “They’ve definitely
been the bulk of it. We expected that,

but not to this capacity. It’s amazing
the permits that they bring in.”

He wouldn’t be surprised if the
trajectory continues next year.

“I can’t look in a crystal ball,
but I do know we are working with
two other developers in the area as
well as Lennar and D.R. Horton
expanding,” Robinson said. “It’s
very possible next year we could
possibly be looking at the same or
more homes.”

Robinson expects all of the resi-
dential building to spur other kinds
of development too.

“We definitely have a lot of
rooftops here in New Palestine,” he
said. “I think a lot of people over
the last few years have had a little
bit of urgency for restaurants and
other things to follow. Now that the
rooftops are here, we’ll see what
happens.”

For 2021 in Greenfield, single-
family permits came in at 209 as
of Dec. 27, down from last year’s
total of 278. City planning techni-
cian Brandon Badger noted that

while the total will likely be lower
year over year, this month drew
55 permits, much higher than the
monthly average of 14. He added
that’s due to new sections in subdi-
visions recently opening up.

“It can come in waves at times,”
Badger said.

Greenfield also had two multi-
family building permits this year
totaling more than 400 units.

Like his contemporaries
throughout Hancock County, Bad-
ger expects more of same in the
new year.

“Even though the numbers are
kind of up and down a little bit, I
don’t see anything really major
changing, at least in the residen-
tial,” he said. “There seems to
be quite a bit of interest in home
building in Greenfield, and it
doesn’t look like it’s changing any-
time soon.”

Unincorporated Hancock Coun-
ty had 197 single-family permits
so far this year as of Dec. 27, more
than doubling last year’s total of

98. It also had 74 non-residential
permits, nearly tripling the 25 in
2020.

Fortville had 113 single-family
permits year to date through Dec.
28, up from a total of 99 last year.

“We’re definitely seeing a man-
ageable uptick in permits,” said
Adam Zaklikowski, the town’s
planning and building director.

He added such permits have
been rising incrementally in Fort-
ville since 2016, when the town
had 30, followed by 58 in 2017, 69
in 2018 and 72 in 2019.

“I would say at this point, bar-
ring any unforeseen larger national
economic issues, I would expect
those trends to continue,” Zak-
likowski said. “We’ll see what hap-
pens with interest rates in 2022,
and if they go up if that has an
impact at all on the pace.”

This story was provided to the
News-Banner by the Hoosier State
Press Association’s Information
Network.

CDC posts rationale for shorter isolation and quarantine time

By MIKE STOBBE
AP Medical Writer

NEW YORK (AP) —
The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention on
Tuesday explained the sci-
entific rationale for shorten-
ing its COVID-19 isolation
and quarantine recommen-
dations, and clarified that
the guidance applies to kids
as well as adults.

The CDC also main-
tained that, for people who
catch COVID-19, testing is
not required to emerge from
five days of isolation —
despite hints from other fed-
eral officials that the agency
was reconsidering that.

The agency announced
the changes last week, halv-
ing the isolation time for
Americans who catch the
coronavirus and have no
symptoms or only brief ill-
nesses. Isolation should
only end if a person has
been fever-free for at least
24 hours without the use of
fever-reducing medications
and if other symptoms are
resolving, the CDC added.

It similarly shortened the
time that close contacts need
to quarantine, from 10 days
to five.

CDC officials previously
said the changes were in
keeping with evidence that
people with the coronavirus
are most infectious in the
two days before and three
days after symptoms devel-
op.

Some experts have ques-
tioned how the new recom-
mendations were crafted
and why they were changed
amid a spike in cases driven
largely by the highly con-
tagious omicron variant.
Some also expressed dismay
that the guidelines allowed
people to leave isolation
without getting tested to see
if they were still infectious.

On Tuesday, the CDC
posted documents designed
to address those — and
other — questions about
the latest recommendations.
The new guidance applies
to school children as well
as adults, the CDC said,
responding to questions

raised by school leaders
around the country.

In laying out the scien-
tific basis for the revisions,
the agency said more than
100 studies from 17 coun-
tries indicate that most
transmission happens early
in an infection. The CDC
acknowledged the data
come from research done
when delta and other pre-
omicron variants were caus-
ing the most infections. But
the agency also pointed to
limited, early data from the
U.S. and South Korea that
suggests the time between
exposure and the appear-
ance of symptoms may be
shorter for omicron than for
earlier variants.

The CDC also took
up the question of why it
didn’t call for a negative test
before people emerge from
isolation.

On Sunday, Dr. Anthony
Fauci — the White House’s
top medical adviser — said
the CDC was considering
including the negative test
as part of its guidance.

Judge tosses lawsuit of man who
was nude baby on ‘Nevermind’

By ANDREW DALTON
AP Entertainment Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP)
— A federal judge has
dismissed the lawsuit of
a 30-year-old man who
alleged that the image of
him nude as a 4-month-old
on the 1991 cover of Nir-
vana’s “Nevermind” album
is child pornography.

Judge Fernando M.
Olguin on Monday granted
a motion to dismiss the suit
from the defendants, who
include surviving Nirvana
members Dave Grohl and
Krist Novoselic and the
estate of Kurt Cobain, but
left the door open for plain-
tiff Spencer Elden to refile
an amended version.

The dismissal came after
Elden’s attorneys did not
file an opposition to the
defendants’ motion to dis-
miss by a Dec. 30 deadline.
The attorneys declined com-
ment Tuesday.

The lawsuit, filed in
August in federal court in
California, said that Elden
had suffered “lifelong dam-
ages” as the band and others
profited from the ubiquitous
image of him naked under-
water appearing to swim
after a dollar bill on a fish
hook.

The motion to dismiss
filed Dec. 22 by Nirvana’s
attorneys argues that the
suit was filed well past the
10-year statute of limitations
of one of the laws used as
a cause of action, and that
another law it cites wasn’t
enacted until 2003 and was
not retroactive.

The motion says the law-
suit is “on its face, not seri-
ous,” and Elden’s conduct
reflects that.

“Elden has spent three
decades profiting from
his celebrity as the self-
anointed ’Nirvana Baby,”’
the document says. “He
has reenacted the photo-
graph in exchange for a fee,
many times; he has had the
album title ‘Nevermind’ tat-
tooed across his chest; he
has appeared on a talk show
wearing a self parodying,
nude-colored onesie; he

has autographed copies of
the album cover for sale on
eBay; and he has used the
connection to try to pick up
women.*

The judge gave Elden’s
attorneys until Jan. 27 to file
an amended complaint that
addresses the issues raised
in the defendants’ motion, or
the suit will be more defini-
tively dismissed.

One of Elden’s attor-
ney’s, Maggie Mabie, told
The Associated Press in
August that he filed the law-
suit when he did because he
“finally has the courage to
hold these actors account-
able.”

Mabie said despite the
photo being 30 years old,
the lawsuit was within the
statute of limitations of fed-
eral child pornography law
for several reasons, includ-
ing the fact that the image is
still in circulation and earn-
ing money.

The suit sought at least
$150,000 from each of more

than a dozen defendants,
including the record labels
involved in the release and
re-release of “Nevermind,”
and cover photographer
Kirk Weddle.

Elden’s father was a
friend of Weddle, who took
pictures of several swim-
ming babies in several sce-
narios at the Rose Bowl
Aquatic Center in Pasadena,
California.

When the photo was
shot, Nirvana was a little-
known band with no sense
they were making a gen-
eration-defining album in
“Nevermind,” their first
major label release, whose
songs included “Smells Like
Teen Spirit,” “Come as You
Are” and “Lithium.” Cobain
died in 1994.

The Associated Press
does not typically name
people who say they have
been victims of sexual
abuse, but may when they
have repeatedly come for-
ward publicly, as Elden has.
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The agency said lab tests
can show positive results
long after someone stops
being contagious, and that
a negative at-home test may
not necessarily indicate
there is no threat. That’s
why, the agency said, it was
recommending that people
wears masks everywhere for
the five days after isolation

January

GOODS & S

DIRECTORY

ends.

It did offer tips for those
who have access to the tests
and want to check them-
selves before leaving isola-
tion.

Dr. Eric Topol, the head
of the Scripps Research
Translational Institute,
accused the agency of
furthering confusion. He

agreed that it is appropriate
to shorten isolation time, but
only with testing.

“We do need to come up
with a strategy that limits
isolation time, but we don’t
want it to be one that’s add-
ing to the spread of the virus
and unwittingly leading to
the virus circulating,” he
said.
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SERVICES

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. « Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

FOR ALL YOUR CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

FARMING « ROOFING » REMODELING » GENERAL CONSTRUCTION

NS

CONSTRUCTION
4764 W 300 S-1 - Bluffton, IN 46714

(260) 729-2531

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican =~ gREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

A-1 U-Stor
9 Safe & Secure

Self Storage
= 824-1846

-Safety Lighting <Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.al-ustor.com ZZ|
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

MANUFACTURER OF METAL
ROOFING, SIDING & TRIM

JC

GARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models - broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

CONSTRUCTION

Decks, Roofing, Garages, Siding and More

260-273-2978

<% AMISH CREW

will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

HIDEAWAY
BEER=BOURBON
THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
And Every Other FRIDAY

Follow us on Ei for our Events.

128 S Jonnsox ST. *824-0455

B INDIANA FARM
S BUREAU INSURANCE"

Mike Nahrwold, Agent

mike.nahrwold@infarmbureau.com

Auto - Home
Life « Business
Annuities « Farm

Seamless
Sure-Flo®gme:
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Protection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

Decks « Roofing ¢

A

Remodeling « Storm Damage « Trim Wood Working and more!

Owner - Edwin Wickey

(260) 824-2234 1307 Baker Place - Bluffton, IN www.seamlessgutter.net
Primary 260-223-4276  Free
Contracting, LLC Estimates COUNTRY

Garages « Pole Barns - Siding

COMPETITIVE RATES!

WELLS COUNTY

o 8

824-4887
| SELF-STORAGE [y

5 {“»’

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

Come See Us for Your CBD Qil Needs

R Warren fl’ﬁaﬂnacy@
(260)375-2135 <x

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor|
222 N. Wayne St., Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist » Melinda Daniels, RN

|FREE 12 oz. regularcoffee |
1

with donut with donut purchase. |

Check out our Vogel Bake Shop Donuts'
Lancaster & Oak St., Bluffton * 824- 0469

/()I ‘I‘y{ 6761 (‘/i’

ssocates

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

033G ‘?u % oFFicE 260-824-1618 « Corner of Main & Market « Bluffton, IN

PLACE apartments

408 Countryside Drive, Ossian

- 1& 2 Bedrooms

» Laundry Facilities On-Site
- All Ground-level

« Private Entrances

- Equipped Kitchen

260622-6429

Virtual Tours Offered
@ d.;\ OssianApartments.com

ASSISTING IN:
+ FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning
« Safe Money Ideas
+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

For as little as

YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEWS-BANNER EA%(/, %.’

Plus The Ossian Journal, & Sunriser

News Every Week!

$ 1 . you can keep your name in the public eye!
PER ISSUE Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224
or 622-4108

Feb. deadlineis
Tues., Jan. 25!




