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County retains counsel to aid panel in Yergy’s appeal
By JESSICA BRICKER

The Wells County Commis-
sioners have hired a local attorney 
to represent the panel members 
who will decide the appeal filed 
by Yergy’s State Road Barbecue 
after the restaurant was shut down 
by the county health department in 
August.

The hearing date for the appeal 
has not be determined yet, County 
Attorney Roy Johnson said Mon-
day, but the panel will include Dr. 
Steven Bales, a member of the 

Wells County Health Board; Bill 
Horan; and Marcia Meyer, Lan-
caster Township trustee and retired 
LPN.

Tony Crowell, who serves as 
the City of Bluffton’s legal coun-
sel, has been hired at an hourly 
rate of $300. County Attorney 
Roy Johnson said he didn’t feel it 
was “kosher” for him to represent 
both the health department and the 
hearing panel, therefore Crowell 
was contacted for his services to 
advise the panel during the pro-

cess.
Johnson said Crowell wants to 

meet with the panel members and 
he presumes the scheduling of a 
hearing will follow.

Johnson also said it’s possible 
that Crowell’s expenses, as well 
as those he has charged the county 
for this litigation matter over the 
past two months, could be reim-
bursed by federal pandemic relief 
funds since it’s directly related to 
COVID-19. 

According to the agreement 

commissioners Blake Gerber, 
Kevin Woodward and Tamara 
Robbins approved Monday, the 
“scope of engagement” includes:

• “Assist and advise the client 
on the organizational activities of 
the hearing panel, the hearing pro-
cess and the conduct of the hear-
ing, including preservation of the 
official record of the hearing.

• “Assist the client in the prep-
aration and publication of any 
and all legal notices necessary or 
required for the hearing process.

• “Assist and advise the client 
on the legal issues and interpreta-
tion of statues, ordinances, rules 
and regulations applicable to the 
hearing process and the responsi-
bilities of the client in conducting 
the hearing, deliberating on the 
facts and legal issues, and the deci-
sion process.

• “Assist and advise the client 
on preparation of findings of fact 
and legal conclusions as may be 
necessary upon the conclusion of 

Jerry Oswalt with the mural painted by local artist Nancy Wagner on Jerry Flack’s building at Main and 
Market Streets. Wagner included a wider variety of scenes depicting local history, but the irises are at the 
center. “Anyone you talk to about E.B. or Mary Williamson, or Paul and Emma Cook,” Oswalt says, “they 
were good people.” (Photo by Mark Miller)

Working to keep history alive
By MARK MILLER

Part 3 of 3
Editor’s Note: Both of the new murals in 

downtown Bluffton feature irises, recognizing 
the significant role Bluffton holds in the history 
of iris hybrids. This is the third of three articles 
regarding that history.

It is difficult to say, but it is likely that there 
is no one alive who lives in Wells County who 
knew Mary Williamson better than Jerry Oswalt. 
He is almost certainly the most knowledgeable 
person regarding the city’s historically signifi-
cant role in the world of irises.

He first met her in 1958 when he was 16 
years old. Ever since he can remember, he 
always loved flowers and gardens. He recalled 
his parents driving down Bond Street when he 
would see this large field of colorful flowers. At 
the time, he didn’t know anything about the Wil-
liamson family or irises, but by 1958, he had a 
small garden in his family’s backyard and heard 
that the lady around the corner was selling her 
flowers — you could get a grocery bag full for 

just $1.
“So I walked over there and was greeted by 

this beautiful lady with sparkling blue eyes,” he 
says.

Instead of selling him anything, she gave him 
about 15 bags.

“She would often call me and say she had 
some more bags for me, and they were all these 
different varieties,” he continued. “She was such 
a pleasant lady, very soft spoken, and very smart. 
And she was definitely a hard worker.”

Oswalt would learn much about handling 
irises from Williamson, and she also shared sto-
ries about her father, E.B. Williamson, and Paul 
Cook. He heard stories about the number of 
people who came to Bluffton each year to help 
her father cull through his new varieties of irises 
— which ones to keep and which ones to throw 
away. They would come from all over the coun-
try and included such notable people as Robert 
Schreiner, “who was famous around the world” 
as an iris geneticist. 

Board names Ossian 
amphitheater/pavilion
Members set security deposit and rental fees, as well 

as discuss alcohol-related rules
By GLEN WERLING

It will be called the Archbold-
Wilson Event Center.

Members of the Ossian Park 
Board Monday night agreed that 
will be the name for the amphithe-
ater/pavilion under construction 
now at Archbold-Wilson Memo-
rial Park.

With its construction approach-
ing completion, park board mem-
bers also brainstormed ideas for 
what to charge for rental of the 
building.

“The rental fee wouldn’t be 
there to make money,” board pres-
ident Joe Lewis emphasized, but 
he added that the town will need 
the financial assistance renting the 
facility will provide with mainte-
nance expenses of the building.

After considerable discussion 
on the matter, the board members 

agreed to $75 for four hours or less 
to rent the pavilion and the town’s 
tables and chairs. 

Adding use of the kitchen by 
the renter will raise the rental fee 
to $100 for four hours or less.

If the event is to be four hours 
or more, the rent for the pavilion, 
chairs and  tables will be $100. 
Adding the use of the kitchen will 
hike the rental fee to $150. 

Non-profit organizations will 
pay half that amount and any 
organization that has contributed 
toward the projects at Archbold-
Wilson and other town parks can 
use the building for free.

Refundable deposits for the use 
of the facilities will be the same 
as the rental prices. The pavilion 
must be cleaned and undamaged 
following the rental event for the 

By DEVAN FILCHAK
Wells County residents continue to be diagnosed with COVID-19 

after being tested, but the overall positivity rate remains about the same. 
The overall rate is technically higher than the last report released by 

the Wells County Health Department with an increase to 6.2 percent 
from 6.1 percent on Sept. 25. The overall positivity rate for the state 
as a whole is 8.8 percent, according to the Indiana State Department of 
Health Monday. 

There have been a total of 282 cases of COVID-19 since the begin-
ning of the pandemic, but 225 of those people have recovered as of Sun-
day. There are currently 51 active cases with two current hospitalizations. 

A total of four people have died of COVID-19 in Wells County. The 
age group of 50-59 remains the highest range affected by the virus, fol-
lowed by those ages 20-29. 

devan@news-banner.com

Wells County COVID-19 
rate remains around 6%

5 rural areas to be studied for potential sewer services
By JESSICA BRICKER

Several rural areas will be studied for 
potential sewer services after the commission-
ers signed off Monday on the $22,500 agree-
ment.

Last month Wells County Engineer Nate 
Rumschlag, who has been assisting the 
county’s Regional Sewer District board, told 
commissioners Blake Gerber, Kevin Wood-
ward and Tamara Robbins that the board was 
interested in studying and preparing areas for 
future funding if the commissioners paid for 

the analysis. Choice One has offered to study 
five areas — Kingsland, Keystone, Petro-
leum, Tocsin and Reiffsburg — for a total cost 
that would be discounted compared to doing 
each individual area separately.

The commissioners had concerns the stud-
ies would expire before the projects could be 
designed, but they decided Monday that the 
studies can be updated in the future if needed.

Among the other items discussed and 
updates provided Monday, Rumschlag said 
crews will be installing the new camera sys-

tem this week at the bridge on 300W over the 
Wabash River. Once the system is working 
in its temporary location, Rumschlag said he 
will reopen the road to local traffic. Mean-
while, an ordinance updating the weight limit 
on the bridge will be presented to the com-
missioners at a future meeting.

Another ongoing bridge project con-
tinues over the Wabash River. The White 
Bridge demolition work is well underway, 
Rumschlag said, with removal of the south 
approach anticipated this week and the north 

approach installation to also start this week.
Regarding the relocation of Hoosier High-

way and the permanent closures of a few rail-
road crossings south of Bluffton, Rumschlag 
said that it is his understanding, after speaking 
with state and railroad officials, that the coun-
ty is “well ahead” of other communities that 
have been awarded Local Trax funds.

“Our project is likely to be one of it not the 
first under construction within this award,” he 
added in his report.

Officer receives commendation for role in death investigation
• Photo on Page 12

By GLEN WERLING
Ossian Police Chief Dave  

Rigney Monday night awarded a 
commendation for meritorious ser-
vice to Sgt. Stephanie Tucker for 
her major role in the death inves-
tigation of Kamryn Price of Ossian 
in January of 2019. 

Tucker noted the assistance by 

reserve officer Bob Frantz, Rigney 
and the other officers helped her 
to free up the time she needed to 
investigate the case.

“The family got me through 
this,” Tucker said. Price’s grand-
mother, Jenni Milholland, was also 
present for the presentation of the 
commendation

Rigney added that the time 

between suspicion, investigation 
and arrest was phenomenally fast 
and that Tucker had put together 
a rock solid case. The girl’s moth-
er’s boyfriend at the time, Brent 
Scheiber, was sentenced earlier 
this year on charges of aggravated 
battery. 

Tucker received a pink com-
mendation bar.

At Monday night’s meeting of 
the Ossian Board of Metropoli-
tan Police commissioners, mem-
bers Caleb Chichester and Bob 
Miller also received an update on 
the department’s office expansion 
plans.

Tucker reported one rea-
son the police department needs 
more storage space is because 

the state has denied the depart-
ment’s request to destroy its old 
paper reports — even though those 
reports have all been scanned and 
are in electronic storage.

Therefore, at least for now, the 
destroy date for the reports and 
records once kept by the depart-
ment is never.

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 12)
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Weather
Tuesday, Oct. 6, 2020

(24-hour observations at 8:23 p.m. Monday)
High: 60; Low: 33; Precipitation: None. 
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.24  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Monday

Wells County forecast
Today: Sunny, with a high near 70. Southwest wind 10 

to 15 mph, with gusts as high 
as 25 mph.

Tonight: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 52. South-
west wind 10 to 15 mph.

Wednesday: Sunny, with a 
high near 75. West wind 15 to 
20 mph.

Wednesday Night: Clear, 
with a low around 42. North-
west wind 5 to 10 mph becoming light north in the eve-
ning.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 67.
Thursday Night: Clear, with a low around 43.
Friday: Sunny, with a high near 73.
Friday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 51.
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 76.
Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 49.
Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 70.
Sunday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 45.
Monday: Sunny, with a high near 73.

Attention!

Jerry Flack & Associates • 260-824-1618 • Main & Market

We are NOW certified to Sell Market Place Health Insurance Products for People Under 65!

Auctioneer: Russell D. Harmeyer, IN Auct. Lic. 
#AU10000277, HRES IN Lic. #AC69200019 
OWNER: GREENE

ONLINE AT halderman.com
A uctionA uction

PROPERTY LOCATION:  
4 miles west of HWY 3 and about 4 miles north of HWY 26 
or 3 miles south of HWY 18

BLACKFORD COUNTY | WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP

Rick Johnloz: 260.827.8181  

BIDDING OPENS: November 11th, 8:00 am EST

BIDDING CLOSES: November 12 th, 6:00 pm EST

HLS# RAJ-12560 800.424.2324 | halderman.com

acres89+/- total2 
tracts

MOSTLY TILLABLE

TRACT 1 

63+/- Acres 
 
 

TRACT 2   

26+/- Acres 

Quality  
Farmland

the hearing process to sup-
port the client’s determina-
tion and final decision.”

Prior to the meeting of 
the commissioners, all three 
left the meeting room and 
reportedly went upstairs to 
meet with Health Depart-
ment Deputy Administrator 
Marlene Hoag. Joining them 
was Johnson.

There was no executive 
session scheduled Mon-
day, and The News-Banner 

expressed concerns about 
the discussion that was not 
held during a public meet-
ing. When asked for a pub-
lic recap of what was dis-
cussed, those in attendance 
were told the commissioners 
spoke with Hoag about the 
county’s latest coronavirus 
data and finding a site to be 
used for a COVID-19 clinic.

“They received some 
funding but they’re having 
trouble finding a site,” Rob-
bins added.

jessica@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

County retains

Working to keep
Years later, when compil-

ing a history of the Long-
field Iris Farm, Oswalt cor-
responded with Schriener’s 
son, David, who had contin-
ued his father’s iris business 
in Salem, Ore.

“My father spoke kindly 
of both Mary and E.B.,” one 
letter, written in June 2001, 
stated. “He would visit 
Longfield Garden in Bluff-
ton religiously each spring 
in the ‘30s and ‘40s ... for it 
was THE place to see what 
was new and important in 
the iris world at the time.”

Another noted visitor was 
Alfred Kinsey, the famous 
professor of entomology 
and zoology, and sexologist 
who, in 1947, founded the 
Institute for Sex Research 
at Indiana University, pre-
viously known as the Kin-
sey Institute for Research in 
Sex, Gender, and Reproduc-
tion.

“By all accounts, E.B. 
was a fascinating person 
who could keep his visitors 
up past midnight, listening 
to his stories,” Oswalt con-
tinued. “Mary absolutely 
adored him.”

Indeed, she continued 
to register new varieties of 
irises that she would create 
in her father’s name, even 
after his death. For a time, 
there was some controversy 
as to who should get credit 
for her 1940 masterpiece 
variety, the “Wabash” that 
won the 1940 Dykes Memo-
rial Medal, the highest honor 
in the iris world. She had 
originally registered it under 
his name, but eventually it 
would be determined it was 
hers, making her the first 
woman to win that medal.

“That iris, the Wabash, 
was the No. 1 favorite for 
more than 50 years,” Oswalt 

said, explaining that the 
American Iris Society con-
tinues to take an annual poll 
of its members.

Oswalt learned that while 
Paul Cook kept meticulous 
records of the genetic lin-
eage of his irises, E.B. “was 
quite the opposite,” Oswalt 
noted. “He would collect 
the pollen from the plants, 
put them in a bag and shake 
them up and then crossbreed 
the irises he felt might work. 
When others would ask him 
for the genetics of a new 
iris, he couldn’t produce it 
because he didn’t know,” he 
added with a chuckle. “The 
scientific people were often 
frustrated with him.”

“Many considered Paul 
Cook the most talented iris 
geneticist in the country,” 
Oswalt continues, “but the 
two were exact opposites in 
how they created new iris 
varieties.”

Which might lead one to 
think the dissolution of their 
partnership in 1929 might 
have been contentious. But, 
Oswalt said, it was not. They 
remained good friends and 
Cook named his first solo 
creation after his former 
partner.

Cook began working for 
Williamson after coming 
back home from World War 
I. They became partners at 
some point and at its peak, 
Longfield was the second-
largest iris farm in the coun-
try, Oswalt said. Mary con-
tinued to operate the busi-
ness after her father’s death 
in 1933. Among Oswalt’s 
historical collection of 
Longfield artifacts is a copy 
of the 1958 catalog, listing 
the flowers from $1 to $20. 
While that would be the last 
catalog, she continued to sell 
the rhizomes for a number 
of years.

“Mary closed the busi-

ness in 1958, but sold irises 
out of the field for sev-
eral more years,” Oswalt 
says. “Then she parceled 
the land out,” which may 
have included the land for 
the Columbia Elementary 
School, although he’s not 
sure.

He added that the land 
eventually became a new 
housing development, add-
ing several new homes and 
extending Market Street to 
the west.

After her death in 1987, 
an auction was held at which 
he had hoped to find some 
historical things, but it was 
all household goods. At the 
very end, two cardboard 
boxes remained, filled with 
what Oswalt describes as 
“magazines, junk, stuff I 
thought they should have 
burned.” He bought them 
for $1 and took them home, 
not bothering to even look 
through them for several 
days.

When he did, however, 
he discovered “a gold mine,” 
he said. Pictures, records, 
old catalogs, a written histo-
ry of the farm and business 
were all there. He was able 
to get the addresses of Wil-
liamson’s sister and other 
relatives, whom he wrote 
to and asked for historical 
things they would donate to 
the local historical society. 
That is how the actual 1940 
Dykes medal is now on dis-
play in the museum.

He has produced two 
large volumes of history that 
are also part of the muse-
um’s collections, noting that 
Mary had long served on the 
society’s board.

Not wanting to see the 
legacy and history of the 
Cook and Williamson fami-
lies be lost, he worked with 
the local Master Gardeners 
group, and with the help of 

a grandson and great-grand-
son of E.B. Williamson cre-
ated the Cook-Williamson 
Memorial Iris Garden at the 
west end of the Rivergreen-
way. 

He fondly remembers the 
details of the flowers plant-
ed, and who planted them, 
in August 2008.

“Larry McFarren had 
worked for Mary in the 
‘50s,” he shared, “He was 
battling lung cancer and had 
just gotten out of the hos-
pital” as the planting was 
beginning.

McFarren helped Jerry 
Christianson, another former 
worker, plant a bulb.

“E.B.’s grandson and 
great-grandson (Dave 
Wilkins Sr. and Jr. who lived 
in Fort Wayne at the time) 
planted E.B.’s iris that had 
been named after his father, 
the ‘Lent A. Williamson’ 
iris,” Oswalt continued. 
“Paul Cook’s niece, Barb 
Ealing, planted her uncle’s 
‘Allegiance’ which won a 
Dykes Memorial Medal.”

Additionally, another 
granddaughter of E.B. 
planted Mary Williamson’s 
award-winning “Wabash” 
iris.

After several years of 
tending and work — it takes 
two to three years for an iris 
garden to fully bloom — the 
garden began to fade, due 
mostly, he says, to a lack of 
help.

“It just didn’t work out,” 
he said, noting that while he 
loves to garden, he doesn’t 
feel he’s very good at it. 
Now 78, he lacks the energy 
to care for his own garden 
on North Oak Extended.

“But any time I can talk 
about Mary Williamson and 
the iris farm” that once stood 
on Bluffton’s west side, 
“you bet I’ll do that.”

miller@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

Board names Ossian
person or organization rent-
ing the building to receive 
the deposit in return. Rent-
ers will also be responsible 
for any substantial damage 
done to the facilities or town 
property by attendees at the 
event.

Alcohol will be allowed 
only for  park board 
approved events. The person 
or entity serving the alcohol  
must have a liquor license. 

However, Town Man-
ager Luann Martin wants to 
speak with the town attor-
ney to determine what rules 
should be set for alcohol use 
before setting them into an 
ordinance.

She also wants to get 
input from the town’s insur-
er.

Both the rental fees and 
rules regarding alcohol 
usage must be put into ordi-
nance form to be adopted by 
the Ossian Town Council at 

a future meeting.
In other business, Lewis 

and board members Tim 
Rohr, Ashley Harmon, 
Dodie Filchak and non-
voting town council liaison 
Renée Sweeney:

• Officially accepted the 
$30,000 donation from the 
Ossian Psi Iota Xi soror-
ity that had been previously 
pledged toward the con-
struction of the Archbold-
Wilson Memorial Park 
amphitheater/pavilion. The 
idea of an amphitheater 
originated with the sorority 
years ago and the group has 
been collecting money from 
fundraisers to assist in the 
payment of its construction 
ever since.

• Learned from Martin 
that the playground equip-
ment for Archbold-Wilson 
Memorial Park has arrived. 
She has presented Ossian 
Town Council president — 
and builder — Josh Barkley 
with the 327-page assembly 

instructions for his review. 
She added that Barkley will 
then take charge of the com-
munity-build event to con-
struct the playground or will 
designate someone else to 
do the job. A week in which 
volunteers will build the 
playground has not yet been 
scheduled.

•  Welcomed  Gary 
Guenin, 417 Maplewood 
Drive, to the park board. 
Guenin, who is retired from  
Metaldyne, replaces Janet 
Riley who resigned from the 
board earlier. His appoint-
ment does not become ofi-
cial until it is approved by 
the Ossian Town Council.

• Learned from Lewis 
that he is currently in dis-
cussion with a group that 
is considering taking over 
the operation of the town’s 
various baseball leagues 
and uniting them under one 
source of management. 
He hopes to have repre-
sentatives from the group 

— which he declined to 
name — to come to the next 
meeting of the park board to 
discuss their proposal. The 
group, he said, had success 
in uniting Markle’s leagues 
this year.

• Learned from Martin 
that the there is currently 
$13,626.91 in the parks 
department budget.

The next regular meeting 
of the board is set for  7 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 2, at Collier’s 
Comfort Services. 

Sweeney works at Col-
lier’s and has arranged for 
the future meeting of the 
town council and town 
board meetings to be held 
in the large meeting room 
of the business, which is 
relocating to the former law 
offices at 213 N. Jefferson 
St., just to the north of the 
Ossian Branch of the Wells 
County Public Library.

glenw@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

TA K I N G  A P P O I N T M E N T S  N O W !

Jerry Flack
& Associates

We are trained specialists, taking all 45 tests a year, 
to become the most trusted and quali� ed educators we 
can be.

As trained medicare educators we go over all your 
options. We represent MANY insurance companies. We 
o� er education as a service for FREE and there is NO...
Yes...NO obligation to buy.

• Education on Medicare Products
• Education on Drug Plans
• Education on Dual Eligibility Medicaid Products

Jerry & Julie are former teachers. Jerry - A public school 
business teacher and a Sunday school teacher for 22 

years. Julie - A Sunday School teacher for 9 years

Ask us about the 5 most important questions you should ask any advisor.

NOW we are certi� ed to assist you in getting FREE diabetic shoes as well as other extra bene� ts.

SCHEDULE SOME EDUCATIONAL ONE ON ONE TIME WITH US!  WE ARE A PHONE CALL AWAY!

Yes...NO obligation to buy.

MEDICARE • INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS

101 N. Main St., Blu� ton, IN  
Corner of Main & Market
260-824-1618

5 rural areas
Rumschlag also reported 

that a draft speed limit ordi-
nance has been provided to 
local law enforcement agen-
cies for review and com-
ments. The ordinance change 
will be ready for discussion 
next month, he said.

Also on Monday, the com-
missioners:

• Discussed at length how 
to move forward with reim-
bursement requests out of the 
county’s federal CARES Act 
pandemic relief funds, now 
that payroll claims are eligi-
ble for reimbursement. More 
details will be published in 
an upcoming edition of The 
News-Banner.

• Recognized Jacob Dun-
can, a graduate of Southern 
Wells High School and cur-
rent freshman at Purdue Uni-
versity, for receiving a $500 
scholarship from SRI Inc. and 
the Association of Indiana 
Counties. His father, Chris 
Duncan, works for the Wells 
County Highway Depart-
ment. Four scholarships were 
awarded statewide this year.

• Passed along their well 
wishes to Toby Steffen, who 
has previously done engineer-
ing work for the county. Stef-
fen has reportedly been diag-
nosed with cancer, and his 
work on the county’s behalf 
was commended. “He’s done 
a lot for us and continues to 
do so,” Highway Superinten-
dent Josh Cotton said during 

his report. Rusmchlag echoed 
those sentiments, calling 
Steffen a friend and mentor.

• Heard there are 78 
inmates in the Wells County 
Jail, including 25 pre-trial 
holds from Superior Court, 
21 pre-trial holds from Cir-
cuit Court, 20 Level 6 felons 
and four from the Indiana 
Department of Correction. 
Sheriff Scott Holliday also 
opened a new bid for the 
department’s Humvee he is 
selling by auction. The bid 
was for $5,000, which con-
tinues the auction another 

two weeks.
• Heard the repair of the 

east-facing clock hands of the 
courthouse clock is ongoing.

• Learned no applications 
have been received yet for 
the Property Tax Board of 
Appeals.

• Met as the Wells County 
Drainage Board earlier in 
the morning and heard from 
Surveyor Jarrod Hahn that 
he anticipates a busy fall. 
“We have projects waiting to 
be done as soon as the crops 
come off,” he said.

jessica@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)
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1-800-356-4440   •   231 N. Wayne St., Warren

DeWeese
SOFTWATER & APPLIANCES

We Service All Appliances

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10TH - 10:00 AM

AU19600168 AC30500053

260.426.0633 
STEFFENGRP.COM

AUCTION
WELLS COUNTY REAL ESTATE & PERSONAL PROPERTY

4438 EAST 100 NORTH, BLUFFTON, INDIANA

SELLER: 
OSCAR LOPEZ

SALE MANAGER: BRANDON STEFFEN (260.710.5684 - BRANDON.STEFFEN@STEFFENGRP.COM)

REAL ESTATE SELLS AT 12:00 noon

BAD BOY ZERO TURN MOWER • JOHN DEERE GATOR
TILLERS • BLACK AND DECKER POLE PRUNING 
SAW • SHOP TOOLS • OREGON CHAIN SHARPENER
TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
PARTS • MOWER BLADES • HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
NEW JENN-AIR MICROWAVE • MODERN APPLIANCES
OUTSTANDING 1948 CHRYSLER WINDSOR 4-DOOR 

SEDAN & MORE!

NEW JENN-AIR MICROWAVE • MODERN APPLIANCES
OUTSTANDING 1948 CHRYSLER WINDSOR 4-DOOR 

SEDAN & MORE!

BAD BOY ZERO TURN MOWER • JOHN DEERE GATOR
TILLERS • BLACK AND DECKER POLE PRUNING 

4 Bedrooms • 2 Baths • 1,975 SF • Farm Home on 4 Acres 
2 Car Detatched Garage • Bank Barn • Half Acre Pond

www.thomarich.com

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

VISITATION & SERVICES

Calling: 11a.m. - 1p.m. 
Tuesday, October 6.

Service: 1 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 6 at 
the funeral home.

Martha L. Irvin

The safety of the family and all visitors is 
our utmost priority. For everyone’s safety, 
we ask that you practice social distancing. 

Masks are required for visitation and for 
Martha’s service. We appreciate your 

cooperation and patience.

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!
www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/newsbanner

INCIDENTS
City:
Friday, 2:59 p.m., resi-

dence in the 1200 block of 
Honeysuckle Lane. Com-
plainant reported someone 
was using his identity to col-
lect unemployment benefits.

Friday, 5:19 p.m., resi-
dence in the 400 block of 
South Indiana Street. Police 
officer requested to mediate 
a dispute between mother 
and teenage daughter.

Friday, 9:37 p.m., Spring 
Wayne Apartments, report of 
a verbal altercation between 
a mother and daughter over 
how the daughter’s children 
should be raised. Officer 
responded. Situation calmed. 
The parties, even though 
they live next door to each 
other, were talking on cell 
phones to each other.

Saturday, 2 a.m., Main 
Street at Washington Street. 
Bluffton police officer 
pulled over a vehicle and 
allegedly found a clear jar 
containing plant-like mate-
rial, a glass pipe, hollowed 
out cigars, and a marijuana 
grinder. The officer arrested 
the driver of the vehicle, 
Cynthia Michelle Zootman, 
18, Bluffton, on charges of 
possession of marijuana, a 
Class B misdemeanor; pos-
session of drug parapherna-
lia, a Class B misdemeanor; 
and operating a vehicle with 
a Schedule I or II controlled 
substance or its metabolite 
in her body, a Class C mis-
demeanor. Bond was set at 
$2,000.

Saturday, 4:39 a.m., 
residence in the 1400 block 
of Central Avenue. Caller 
reported his vehicle had been 
rifled through but nothing 
was stolen. The would-be 
thief, however, reportedly 
left behind items outside 
of the vehicle that did not 
belong to the caller.

Saturday, 5:34 a.m., Stag 
Bar, 205 W. Market St. Bur-
glar alarm. Officers respond-
ed. Alarm tripped acciden-
tally by an employee.

Saturday, 11:01 a.m., 
residence in the 900 block 

of West South Street. Caller 
reported several items stolen 
from a vehicle parked in the 
alley behind residence.

Saturday, 11:22 a.m., resi-
dence in the 1400 block of 
West Central Avenue. Caller 
reported theft of speaker, 
wallet papers, and identifica-
tion from vehicle parked at 
residence. The items turned 
out to be the items recov-
ered from the earlier case of 
a vehicle having been rifled 
through.

Saturday, 2:48 p.m., resi-
dence in the 500 block of 
East Arnold Street. Caller 
reported someone threw a 
hypodermic syringe into the 
caller’s yard.

Saturday, 4:38 p.m., resi-
dence in the 700 block of 
West Wiley Avenue. Teen-
ager reportedly threatening 
self-harm.

Saturday, 5:24 p.m., resi-
dence in the 1200 block of 
Honeysuckle Lane. Caller 
reported his neighbor’s 
chicken crossed the road and 
the caller was unsure why. 
An officer was dispatched 
but was unable to locate the 
chicken.

Saturday, 8:34 a.m., 
Walmart Supercenter, 2100 
N. Main St. Caller reported 
he accidentally left behind in 
the parking lot a cartload of 
items that he had purchased. 
He remembered and returned 
for them about 10 minutes 
later. The cart was where he 
had left it, but the items were 
gone.

Saturday, 11:48 p.m., 
apartment in the 200 block 
of West South Street. Loud 
verbal altercation between 
a man and a woman. Offi-
cers responded. Both parties 
reportedly refused to speak 
with police. The male half 
was warned for disorderly 
conduct.

Sunday, 3:33 a.m., 200 
block of East Market Street. 
Report of a man lying on the 
sidewalk yelling and scream-
ing. He was taken home.

Sunday, 12:26 p.m., Clark 
Avenue at Spring Street. 
Report of a loud verbal alter-

cation between a man and a 
woman in a vehicle south-
bound on Clark Avenue. The 
female half then reportedly 
got out of the vehicle and 
was carrying a child. An offi-
cer checked the area but saw 
no one matching the descrip-
tion.

Sunday, 1:20 p.m., resi-
dence in the 1400 block of 
Stogdill Road. Caller report-
ed she was bitten by one of 
two dogs running at large. 
The bite did not break her 
skin but did leave a bruise. 
The dogs then led officers on 
a chase around the east side 
of town before they were 
finally apprehended in the 
area of Riverview Drive and 
Highland Drive. They were 
both returned to their owner 
who lives on Honeysuckle 
Lane. Animal Shelter was 
contacted to deal with the 
matter further.

Sunday, 2:39 p.m., Pine 
Grove Apartments. Caller 
reported a man walking a 
dog appeared to be look-
ing into the windows of cars 
and apartments. Officers 
dispatched, located the man 
and spoke with him. The 
man advised his dog tends 
to get close to the cars and 
the apartments, but he — the 
man — was not looking into 
the windows of either.

Sunday, 4:31 p.m., White 
Bridge Court at Compro-
mise Lane. Man who works 
for the United States Cen-
sus Bureau reported a man 
threatened him and “beat on” 
his car. Officer located the 
man who reportedly did the 
car beating and he advised 
that the car the worker was 
driving was parked out in 
front of his residence, so he 
went out to find out what the 
man was doing. He knocked 
on the window of the vehicle 
to get the census worker to 
roll the window down. The 
worker reportedly said some-
thing about the census and 
drove away.

Sunday, 11:48 p.m., resi-
dence in the 1300 block of 
Ridgewood Lane. Verbal 
altercation between a par-

ent and a daughter. Officers 
responded. Daughter left 
residence before officers 
arrived.

Monday, 10:12 a.m., 
Boost Mobile, 917 N. Main 
St. Employee requesting 
belligerent customer to be 
removed from the store and 
warned for trespassing.

Monday, 11:18 a.m., 
Country Squire Florist, 214 
N. Main St. Sixty flower 
arrangements were paid for 
with the fraudulent use of 
credit cards. Incident under 
investigation.

County:
Friday, 12:38 p.m., 

mobile home in the Silo 
Farms mobile home park. 
Halloween decorations and 
yard furniture stolen.

Friday, 1:15 p.m., resi-
dence on 500W  south of 
400S. Burglar alarm indicat-
ing glass breakage. Sheriff’s 
deputy responded. He traced 
the source of the alarm to 
the back storm door which 
had blown open, striking a 
rear light and knocking out a 
glass window.

Friday, 5:12 p.m., resi-
dence on East Washington 
Street in Murray. Sheriff’s 
deputy responded to a report 
of an unwanted man at the 
residence. The man had left 
before the deputy arrived.

Friday, 5:59 p.m., Ind. 1 
at U.S. 224. Ossian police 
officer pulled over a vehicle 
after noticing the license 
plate on it was expired. As 
he was speaking with the 
female driver, he reported 
that he smelled an odor of 
marijuana coming from the 
interior of the vehicle. After 
questioning the driver, Casey 
Morlan, no age available, 
Bluffton, allegedly handed 
the deputy a glass smoking 
pipe containing marijuana. 
She was cited into Wells 
Superior Court for posses-
sion of marijuana, a Class B 
misdemeanor, and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, a 
Class C misdemeanor.

Friday, 6:03 p.m., resi-
dence in the 100 block of 
Logan Street, Markle. Report 
of a breaking and entering.

Sunday 1:35 a.m., Ind. 1 
at U.S. 224. In response to a 

driving complaint, a sheriff’s 
deputy spotted the vehicle 
parked at the smoke shop at 
the intersection and pulled in 
behind it. The driver, identi-
fied as Paul Joseph Gab-
bard, 34, Syracuse, allegedly 
admitted to having smoked 
marijuana earlier. Gabbard 
allegedly failed field sobri-
ety tests, but tested negative 
for alcohol consumption. A 
search of his vehicle alleg-
edly turned up two glass 
smoking devices possibly 
containing marijuana and 
methamphetamine. Gabbard 
was charged with posses-
sion of marijuana, a Class B 
misdemeanor; possession of 
methamphetamine, a Level 
6 felony; possession of drug 
paraphernalia, a Class C 
misdemeanor; and operating 
a vehicle while intoxicated 
endangering a person, a 
Class A misdemeanor. Bond 
was set at $8,000.

Sunday, 1:39 a.m., 1200S 
west of 300W. Report of a 
burgundy Ford Escape aban-
doned by the north bank 
of the Salamonie River on 
fire. Montpelier and Chester 
Township fire departments 
dispatched and put out the 
fire, but the vehicle sustained 
substantial damage. The 
vehicle had been stripped 
of its license plate and vehi-
cle identification numbers. 
The incident remains under 
investigation.

Sunday, 5:40 a.m., Ind. 1 
near 500N. Report of a man 
walking in a dark hooded 
sweatshirt waving his arms 
frantically trying to get pass-
ing vehicles to stop. A deputy 
located the man who said he 
was trying to get to the Fort 
Wayne International Air-
port. The deputy transported 
the man to the Allen/Wells 
County line.

Sunday, 6:30 a.m., Ind. 
116 northwest of 300W. 
Report of a woman walk-
ing alongside the road try-
ing to flag down traffic. 
Deputy located the female 
who said she had been in a 
verbal altercation with her 
boyfriend and she had gotten 
out of the vehicle and started 
to walk home. The female 
agreed to be taken home by 

her boyfriend and a neigh-
bor.

Sunday, 1:04 p.m., Ossian 
BP gas station, 506 S. Jef-
ferson St. Report of an unre-
sponsive woman slumped 
over behind the wheel of a 
vehicle parked in the park-
ing lot. Officer and deputy 
responded. The deputy noted 
in his report that he had to 
open the driver’s side door 
of the vehicle and nudge the 
female driver to respond. 
He also reported that she 
was lethargic and difficult to 
understand, smelled of alco-
hol and there was an empty 
bottle of whiskey behind 
the front passenger seat and 
another three-quarter full 
bottle of whiskey in a bag of 
groceries behind the driver’s 
seat. Wells County EMS 
and Ossian Fire Department 
first responders were also 
dispatched to the scene. The 
woman, identified as Jill Ann 
Bowman, 51, Montpelier, 
reportedly told investigating 
officers that she was driv-
ing on her way home from 
Fort Wayne to Montpelier. 
Allegedly Bowman told offi-
cers she thought she was in 
Montpelier. While speaking 
with Bowman, she allegedly 
took a sip of some sort of 
beverage from a travel mug. 
Bowman allegedly insisted 
the substance in the mug was 
cola, but an Ossian officer 
took a whiff of the contents 
and wrote in her report it was 
definitely some sort of alco-
holic beverage. She allegedly 
failed field sobriety tests and 
blew a .266 percent alcohol 
concentration on a Breatha-
lyzer test. She was charged 
with operating a vehicle with 
an alcohol concentration 
equivalency of .15 percent or 
more, a Class A misdemean-
or; and operating a vehicle 
while intoxicated, a Class C 
misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$1,500. She bonded.

Sunday, 2:59 p.m., 1000S 
west of 200W. Report of 
a man standing beside the 
road, wielding a shovel, 
making obscene gestures at 
passing traffic and trying to 
get passing vehicles to pull 
into a driveway. Sheriff’s OBITUARIES

Anna Leona (Brown) John-
son, 91, passed away at 3:30 
a.m. Monday, Oct. 5, 2020, at 
Bluffton Regional Medical Cen-
ter.

She was born in Maumee, 
Ohio, May 8, 1929, to Gordon 
R. Brown and Hermina Krohn 
Brown. Anna married F. Leon 
Johnson on Sept. 5, 1952, in 
Middle Point, Ohio.  They lived 
near Antwerp, Ohio until mov-
ing to their farm near Bluffton 
in 1955.

A 1947 graduate of Hoaglin-Jackson 
High School near Van Wert, Ohio, she 
worked as a secretary to the Marsh Foun-
dation Trustee and Marsh Foundation 
Farm Office in Van Wert. Anna enjoyed 
many hobbies such as sewing, knitting, 
quilting, painting and putting together 
puzzles.  Anna was a wonderful seam-
stress, and she also loved to travel.

She was a member of the Six Mile 
Church, where she taught Children’s Sun-
day School for many years, along with 
serving as Sunday School superintendent 
and member of the Board of Deacons. 
Anna was a member of the Poplar Grove 
Extension Homemakers Club where she 
served as President, Vice President, Trea-
surer, and worked on multiple commit-

tees. She was also a member 
of the Wells County Historical 
Society.

Survivors include her hus-
band of 68 years, Leon of Bluff-
ton; her five children, Marcia 
(Jim) Hotopp, Stan (Diane) John-
son, both of Bluffton, Elaine 
(Gary) Seidner of Montpelier, 
Sheila Beckman of Kendall-
ville, and Teresa (Bruce) Ley of 
Ossian; 13 grandchildren; 18 
great-grandchildren; one sister, 

Bea Davidson of Jacksonville, Fla.; and 
two brothers, William Brown of Stryker, 
Ohio and Art Brown of Middle Point, 
Ohio.

She is preceded in death by her par-
ents; a son-in-law, Greg Beckman; and a 
great-grandchild, Hadassah Seidner.

A private family funeral service honor-
ing Anna will be held at the Thoma/Rich, 
Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton with Pas-
tor Steve Studabaker officiating. Burial will 
follow at Six Mile Cemetery near Bluffton.

Preferred memorials may be made in 
Anna’s memory to the Six Mile Church.

Funeral arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care of the Thoma/Rich, 
Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton.  Friends 
can send online condolences to the fam-
ily at www.thomarich.com

Anna Leona (Brown) Johnson, 91

Justus Wayne Cook, 6, and Raelynn Michelle Cook, 5 

Siblings Justus Wayne Cook, 6, and 
Raelynn Michelle Cook, 5, died Friday, 
Oct. 2, in a vehicular accident in Black-
ford County.

Justus was born Dec. 15, 2013, and 
Raelynn was born Feb. 26, 2015. Both 
were born in Wells County to Michelle 
Cook of Muncie and Robert Cook of 
Montpelier.

Survivors include their parents; two 
sisters, Whitnee and Kaylee; maternal 
grandmotherrs, Penny Sexton of Mun-
cie, Jennifer Barton of Montpelier, and 
Mandy (Adam) Solga of Montpelier; 
maternal grandfather, Roy Barton Jr. of 
Muncie; paternal grandparents, Ron and 

Juli Cook of Montpelier; and great-grand-
parents Roy Barton Sr. of Montpelier and 
Delores DeHart of Muncie.

Calling hours will be from noon to 3 
p.m. Friday, Oct. 9, at the Walker & Glan-
cy Funeral Home, 109 W. Windsor St. in 
Montpelier. Services will be at 3 p.m. Fri-
day at the funeral home. Internment will 
follow in the Brookside Memorial Park in 
Montpelier.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
everyone attending the visitation or the 
funeral service is asked to practice social 
distancing while in the funeral home.

Online condolences: www.glancyfuner-
alhomes.com

(Continued on Page 12)
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By The Associated Press
Today is Tuesday, Oct. 6, the 280th day of 2020. There 

are 86 days left in the year. 
Today’s Highlight in History: 
On Oct. 6, 1973, war erupted in the Middle East as 

Egypt and Syria launched a surprise attack on Israel during 
the Yom Kippur holiday. (Israel, initially caught off guard, 
managed to push back the Arab forces before a cease-fire 
finally took hold in the nearly three-week conflict.) 

On this date: 
In 1939, in a speech to the Reichstag, German Chan-

cellor Adolf Hitler spoke of his plans to reorder the ethnic 
layout of Europe — a plan which would entail settling the 
“Jewish problem.” 

In 2014, the Supreme Court unexpectedly cleared the 
way for a dramatic expansion of gay marriage in the United 
States as it rejected appeals from five states seeking to pre-
serve their bans, effectively making such marriages legal in 
30 states. 

Today in History
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The radio show
in my mind

The president of the United States – 
the leader of the free world, arguably 
the most powerful person on the planet 
– has contracted a dangerous virus, 
and I’m not sure how I should act.

Oh, I know very well what I’m sup-
posed to do. I must choose a side and 
root for my team from the sidelines. 
But how boisterous or subdued should 
I be, how enthusiastic or fretful?

The problem, I realize, is that I’m 
missing the prompting I’ve gotten 
used to. I need a cheerleader 
to give me the proper cues.

Like the ones I got when I 
briefly revisited the world of 
televised professional sports, 
after symbolically boycotting 
them for the intrusion of pol-
itics then actually missing them a little when they were 
adjourned sine die by the Trump-thumping virus.

Instead of making me endure the empty stadiums and 
eerie silence, the game enablers provided me with card-
board cutouts of fans in the stands and played recorded 
crowd noises. It helped me pretend I was watching 
something important that other people cared about rather 
than wasting my precious time on a frivolous, meaning-
less expenditure of testosterone.

And then there is the canned laughter that has been 
so instrumental in my enjoyment of situation comedies. 
I have never had to risk being wrong when I decided 
something was funny enough to be amusing. The chuck-
le machine showed me the way.

I notice the same laugh track has made an appearance 
at the return of “Wheel of Fortune” and “Jeopardy!” 
from their COVID-19 hiatus. I do not think an audience 
is there, since there are no longer panned shots of people 
applauding. But it sure sounds present and accounted 
for, snickering or guffawing at the hosts’ witticisms.

The people who are not there. Like the sounds that 
really aren’t there in the movies I watch on Netflix that 
I once would have left the house for. The click of high 
heels on linoleum. The whoosh of wind in the trees. The 
crackle of flames in the fireplace.

They’re called Foley effects, invented for radio dra-
mas to tickle the imagination. Sound-effects specialists 
would make bone-injury noises with frozen romaine 
lettuce, horse-hoof sounds with coconut shells, thunder 
with thin metal sheets, creaking doors with, well, creak-
ing doors. When sound movies came along, so did the 
Foley artists to add depth and immediacy to the audio 
quality.

Reality enhanced. Reality augmented. Reality intensi-
fied. We could use that right now.

Donald Trump is, after all, the former reality show 
star, the first game show host ever elected to the high-
est office in the land. If we’re all just trapped inside the 
ultimate reality show, shouldn’t we demand the ultimate 
thrill ride until the next commercial break?

Trump’s opponents shouldn’t have to settle for mere-
ly listening to the talking heads at CNN and MSNBC 
excoriating the president as a fool and a knave and 
a heartless, incompetent dictator who should just die 
as soon as possible, drooling and babbling in a virus-
induced fever. There should be angry mob noises at the 
mere sound of his name, shouts and jeers and taunts and 
the Foley-created sounds of torches being lit and chains 
being rattled.

And his supporters shouldn’t be content with just 
watching Fox News or listening to Rush Limbaugh to 
hear that Trump is the best president ever, achieving his-
toric, world-shaking successes despite the obstructionist 
tactics of his evil, unpatriotic opponents who are little 
better than treasonous scum. There should be the sounds 
of champagne corks popping and the majestic strains of 
“Hail to the Chief” as the adoring multitudes prayerfully 
chant his name.

Ah, well.
In the radio show of my mind, I can hear the teeth 

gnashing, see the hair pulling, feel the cynicism building 
to a boiling point. Just pick a side, my fans are shout-
ing; tell us who you think is right and wrong. You’re 
not fooling anyone, my critics are sneering; we know 
which side you’re really on when you’re not pretending 
otherwise.

But, gentle readers, during such a grave moment, 
a potential turning point in our history, shouldn’t we 
be able to bridge the partisan divide and unite to work 
together as one great American people on a common 
purpose with courage and understanding?

Cue wild applause, whistles, stomping of feet, 
heartfelt laughter and tears of joy, shouts of “Way to 
go, champ!” and “Atta Boy, Leo” as “America the 
Beautiful” begins to play. Fade to commercial.

Leo Morris, columnist for The Indiana Policy Review, is winner 
of the Hoosier Press Association’s award for Best Editorial Writer. 
Morris, as opinion editor of the Fort Wayne News-Sentinel, was 
named a finalist in editorial writing by the Pulitzer Prize committee. 
Contact him at leoedits@yahoo.com

Hoosier
Opinions

Leo
Morris

The pope’s unexpected election message
WASHINGTON — We have become accustomed to 

interventions in U.S. political campaigns from religious 
leaders -- including Catholic bishops and White evangeli-
cal preachers -- who wholeheartedly recommend support 
for conservative political figures who oppose abortion and 
same-sex marriage.

We are not accustomed to a hearing from a pope, a 
month before Election Day, who criticizes “myopic, 
extremist, resentful and aggressive nationalism,” and cas-
tigates those who, through their actions, cast immigrants 
as “less worthy, less important, less human.”

Nor is it in our political playbook that a pope would 
call out an “every man for himself” worldview that “will 
rapidly degenerate into a free-for-all that would prove 
worse than any pandemic.”

Or say this: “The marketplace, by itself, cannot resolve 
every problem, however much we are asked to believe 
this dogma of neoliberal faith. Whatever the challenge, 
this impoverished and repetitive school of thought always 
offers the same recipes ... the magic theories of ‘spillover’ 
or ‘trickle’ — without using the name.”

These are all Pope Francis’ words from his encycli-
cal letter released Sunday, “Fratelli Tutti.” It translates 
literally “Brothers All,” words drawn from St. Francis of 
Assisi, although Francis was quick, in his first sentence, to 
address “brothers and sisters.” His purpose was to advance 
a worldview that stresses, as he put it, “the communitarian 
dimension of life” and values “fraternity and social friend-
ship.”

There is, it should be said, no evidence that the pope 
is trying to influence the contest between President Don-
ald Trump and former Vice President Joe Biden. On the 
contrary, Francis has been making arguments along these 
lines from the beginning of his papacy and he has shown 
far more interest in the developing world than in the Unit-
ed States.

And lest anyone see his pronouncements as those of 
a “leftist” pope, he went out of his way to link his views 
on social justice and his opposition to the death penalty to 
those of Benedict XVI and John Paul II, his predecessors 
who are seen as more conservative figures.

Nonetheless, it will be hard for Americans, Catho-
lic and otherwise, to read Francis outside the context of 
a presidential campaign in its decisive phase. The themes 
of his encyclical — a form of papal communication 
more formally authoritative than a sermon or a speech 
— will make it much harder for conservative and right-
wing Catholics to insist that the only orthodox vote is for 
Trump.

Francis’ emphasis throughout was on denunciations of 
“empty individualism,” a “narrow and violent national-
ism, xenophobia and contempt, and even the mistreatment 

of those who are different,” and “a cool, 
comfortable and globalized indiffer-
ence.”

As has been customary for him, the 
pope reiterated the church’s teaching 
against abortion — a word that does 
not appear directly in the document — 
but did so while discussing other social 
problems. For example, he cited his ear-
lier condemnations of “a ‘throwaway’ 
world” that lacks respect for the “poor 
and disabled, ‘not yet useful’ — like the 
unborn — or ‘no longer needed’ —like 
the elderly.” And he denounced human 
trafficking as a “perversion that exceeds 
all limits when it subjugates women and then forces them 
to abort.”

At the same time, reflecting his effort to strengthen 
church teaching against capital punishment, Francis 
included 12 references to the death penalty, which he 
called “inadequate from a moral standpoint and no longer 
necessary from that of penal justice.”

Francis stressed that the COVID-19 pandemic “unex-
pectedly erupted” as he was writing, but he used it to 
advance his radical critique of a world unable “to resolve 
problems that affect us all.”

“Anyone who thinks that the only lesson to be learned 
was the need to improve what we were already doing, or 
to refine existing systems and regulations, is denying real-
ity,” he wrote. “God willing, after all this, we will think 
no longer in terms of ‘them’ and ‘those’, but only ‘us’ ... 
If only we might keep in mind all those elderly persons 
who died for lack of respirators, partly as a result of the 
dismantling, year after year, of healthcare systems.”

The document read as if Francis had been an atten-
tive viewer of Tuesday’s nasty, chaotic and petty debate. 
Again, it was hard not to think of the president as Francis 
described “a strategy of ridicule, suspicion and relentless 
criticism.”

“Political life no longer has to do with healthy debates 
about long-term plans to improve people’s lives and to 
advance the common good, but only with slick market-
ing techniques primarily aimed at discrediting others,” he 
wrote. “In this craven exchange of charges and counter-
charges, debate degenerates into a permanent state of dis-
agreement and confrontation.”

Many Americans will no doubt resist seeing Francis’ 
political observations as infallible. But as a reminder of 
how far our politics have swung away from promoting the 
common good, this document is indispensable.

E.J. Dionne is on Twitter: @EJDionne.

E.J. 
Dionne

Overstretched Leviathan and the pandemic
WASHINGTON — In August 1939, Albert Ein-

stein wrote to President Franklin Roosevelt, warning 
that “a nuclear chain reaction in a large mass of ura-
nium” probably could make possible “extremely pow-
erful bombs of a new type” in “the immediate future.” 
When the government then asked some leading physi-
cists what they needed, they requested $6,000 worth 
of graphite. By 1944, investment in the Manhattan 
Project equaled investment in the prewar automobile 
industry. This was the swiftness of a serious govern-
ment when facing danger.

In 1947, two days before Christmas, scien-
tists at Bell Laboratories revealed the first work-
ing transistor. By 2018, there were 15 quintillion — 
15,000,000,000,000,000,000 — transistors at work 
worldwide, more than all the leaves on all the world’s 
trees. This is from Simon Winchester’s “The Perfec-
tionists: How Precision Engineers Created the Mod-
ern World,” as is this: “In 2015, the four major chip-
making firms were making 14 trillion transistors every 
single second.” This is the speed of modern change.

“There are,” Lenin supposedly said, “decades 
where nothing happens; and there are weeks when 
decades happen.” John Micklethwait and Adrian 
Wooldridge cite this in their new book “The Wake-Up 
Call: Why the Pandemic Has Exposed the Weakness 
of the West, and How to Fix It.” Such is the speed of 
COVID-19, in eight months it has reversed a decade 
of global gains against poverty. In the United States, 
it has produced the worst monthly unemployment fig-
ures since the Great Depression, and in Britain prob-
ably the steepest annual decline in output since 1706. 
Such social carnage has been abetted by inadequate 
governmental planning before, and responses during, 
the pandemic. This has been especially so in the Unit-
ed States and Britain, “when compared,” the authors 
say, “with countries in Asia.”

They date the beginning of the decline of Western 
governance to the 1960s, when confidence in govern-
ment, including government’s high regard for itself, 
peaked. Since then, government has grown bigger 
and more sluggish — sprawling and unfocused. In 
1914, wrote historian A.J.P. Taylor, law-abiding Brit-
ons could pass through life hardly noticing the state, 
“beyond the post office and the policeman.”

Micklethwait and Wooldridge, both British, say:
“By the mid-1970s a Briton couldn’t move without 

bumping into the state. Leviathan was promising to 
deliver fairness, equality, happiness, the end of racism, 
and free opera for the masses. Almost half of Britain’s 
national income was devoted to public spending and 

nearly a third of the labor force worked 
in the public sector. There were so many 
benefits that the Department of Health and 
Social Security produced a leaflet that list-
ed all the other leaflets.”

The British state’s most impressive 
achievement, however, was its resistance 
to reduction: In 11 years, Prime Minis-
ter Margaret Thatcher managed to reduce 
social spending from 22.9 percent of GDP 
to 22.2 percent.

As the private sector sprinted to new 
heights in many countries, Micklethwait 
and Wooldridge note, “the idea of a brash 
businessman who could fix everything became more 
attractive.” Hence four-time Italian prime minister Sil-
vio Berlusconi, and Ross Perot in the 1992 U.S. elec-
tion, and then someone else.

Perhaps the largest lesson of the pandemic is 
that where the lumbering “overstretched state” (the 
authors’ phrase) has, by overpromising and underper-
forming, forfeited citizens’ confidence, COVID-19 
has surged. Where there has been a shortage of good-
will toward government, there has been insufficient 
voluntary cooperation with public health protocols 
(e.g., social distancing, wearing masks).

“Most populist leaders,” write Micklethwait and 
Wooldridge, “rely on instinct rather than planning, and 
bluster rather than project management, none more so 
than (Donald) Trump. As the virus struck, Trump was 
on his fourth chief of staff, his fourth national security 
adviser, and his fifth secretary of the Department of 
Homeland Security, with both the DHS secretary and 
his top deputy serving in an ‘acting’ capacity; there 
were also 70 unfilled positions at the DHS.”

The authors note that many governments have had 
two recent growth spurts, of security powers after 9/11 
and of economic powers after the 2008 financial crisis. 
Many governments have been trying to do so many 
things of peripheral importance, they have insufficient 
resources, not least of attention, for the urgent.

To the discomfort of some conservatives, the 
authors advocate strong government. However, they 
also argue, to the discomfort of some progressives, 
that large size is no guarantee of government strength; 
indeed, it is often a correlate of weakness. This corre-
lation should be considered when President Joe Biden 
assembles a commission, comparable to the one that 
examined how 9/11 happened, to analyze how the 
pandemic struck a nation so unprepared, and how it 
erupted into such an unnecessarily enormous event.

georgewill@washpost.com

George
Will
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By JOSEPH PISANI
AP Retail Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Amazon is aiming to kick-
start the holiday shopping 
season early this year. 

The company is hold-
ing its annual Prime Day 
over two days in October 
this year, after the pandemic 
forced it to postpone the 
sales event from July. It’s 
the first time Prime Day is 
being held in the fall, and 
Amazon is positioning it as 
a way to get people to start 
their holiday shopping. 

Major retailers have said 
they plan to push shoppers 
to start their holiday shop-
ping in October and offer 
deals earlier, hoping to avoid 

crowds in their stores in 
November and December. 

Prime Day, which will 
be Oct. 13 and Oct. 14 this 
year, is sure to put pres-
sure on rivals to offer deals 
around the same time. In 
past years, Walmart, Best 
Buy and Target have offered 
their own online discounts 
during Prime Day. Target 
has already announced it 
was also holding a two-day 
sale event on Oct. 13 and 14. 

Amazon started the sales 
event in 2015 as its answer 
to Singles’ Day, a shopping 
holiday in China popular-
ized by Chinese ecommerce 
company Alibaba. Prime 
Day has become one of 
Amazon’s biggest shopping 

days. 
Amazon also sees it as a 

way to get more people to 
sign up for its Prime mem-
bership, since only those 
paying $12.99 a month or 
$119 a year can access the 
deals. 

Norwell’s 2020 
yearbook now 

available for 
pickup at school

Norwell High School 
students who graduated last 
year may pick up their 2020 
Accolade yearbooks in the 
main office.

A parent, guardian, or 
sibling may also sign for 
and pick up their child’s 
book.

A limited supply of extra 
2020 yearbooks is available 
at a price of $69 each.

The distribution began 
Wednesday, Sept. 30.

The 2021 Accolade, 
which is now in production, 
is on sale for $60. It can be 
purchased online at bit.do/
norwellyearbook
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Registration is now open for 
the annual Festival of Wreaths 
to be held at the Balentine Gal-
lery at the Arts Commerce & 
Visitors Centre from Nov. 20 to 
Jan. 4.

Deadline to register is Nov. 2. 
The provided wreaths to deco-
rate may be picked up at the 
Creative Arts Council office any 
weekday between the hours of 
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. (Participants must use the 
artificial 30 inch in diameter wreath provid-
ed by Creative Arts.)

No lights of any kind are per-
mitted and no political or con-
troversial themes will be exhib-
ited. If decorations exceed the 
size of the wreath, that must be 
noted on the entry.

Decorated wreaths will be 
accepted Wednesday, Nov. 11, 
through Friday, Nov. 13.

Registration may be done  by 
email or in person at the Arts 

Council office.
For  more information about participating 

in the Festival of Wreaths, call 824-5222.

BIRTHDAY
Celebrating my birthday 

has been something special. 
I have received birthday 
presents for five days now. 
The last one was a special 
one sent from God. I found 
a real nice looking 2 1/2 
foot snake out on my back 
porch. I had never seen one 
so large and pretty. It was 
asleep when I found it I 
think and it had brown and 
white stripes down its back 
with the brown stripe in the 
middle. I never saw one like 
it before.

Quietly I flagged my 
arms to get the attention of 
a fine young gentleman that 
was trimming grass around 
the edges of this big and 
gorgeous yard that they have 
here at these estates. This 
young gentleman came run-
ning and I showed him this 
big snake. He looked at it 
and said it is alive because it 
moved its head. He quickly 
ran around my building and 
brought back another young 
gentleman that was riding a 

huge lawn 
m o w e r 
around to 
see my little 
friend.

T h i s 
young gen-
tleman was 
not afraid to 
pick up the 
snake and 
he did and 

held it in both hands one at 
the head and one clear down 
at the tail. He spread his 
arms apart to show us how 
long this descendent from 
Noah’s Ark actually was.

These young, good look-
ing gentlemen’s names I 
think were Jona and Caleb. 
I think it was Caleb that 
had the nerve to pick up the 
descendant from Noah’s 
Ark. I told him to please 

take it away and not to bring 
it back. I actually don’t 
know what he did with it 
but I guess he didn’t kill it 
because of its size and its 
beauty.

I want to place a special 
thank you in my column 
for these two gentlemen 
who actually saved my life 
because I was on my porch 
to water all of my plants and 
I couldn’t with such a char-
acter on my porch sleeping 
and I didn’t know just when 
he was going to wake up.

This birthday was a very 
special day. In fact, a birth-
day that I will never forget 
especially since God even 
sent me a visitor to help me 
celebrate it.

Thanks everyone for my 
cards, flowers and plants 
that I received.

Markle News

by Donna 
Brown

Wreath-fest
If you’d like to be a part of the CAC’s Festival  of Wreaths, here’s how

Area Events Roundup
Wells County Historical 
Society to meet Oct. 12

The fall meeting of the Wells County 
Historical Society will be held at 7 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 12, in the museum’s annex.

In addition to regular reports their will be 
an election of officers and board members. 

Jim Sturgeon will present a program on 
the “Unsolved Murders in Wells County.”

‘Fill the seats!’ fundraiser 
for Warren’s Pulse

Warren’s Pulse Opera House has 
announced a Fill the Seats! fundraising 
event for the theater.

Pulse supporters may purchase person-
alized seat back covers to be placed on the 
theater’s seats. For a minimum donation of 
$20 per seat, your name will be printed on 
a cover. Children, ages 12 and under, may 
have theirs added for $10.

Organizers of the event explain that this 
is a unique way to support the Pulse “in 
these history-making crazy times.”

Orders may be sent to The Pulse Opera 
House, P.O. Box 631, Warren, IN 46792 
with checks made out to The Pulse Opera 
House. Clearly indicate how a name should 
appear on the seat cover.

Ball State art on display      
at Portland’s Arts Place

The current exhibit at the Roland Gal-
lery at Portland’s Arts Place is “Students 
and Mentor,” highlighting art by Ball State 
University painting students and their pro-
fessors.

The exhibit will continue through Oct. 30 
and features  diverse painting styles. Profes-
sors having work in the exhibit are Audrey 
Barcio, David Hannon and Scott Anderson.

The exhibit is free to view with the hours 
being 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday. 
More information at artsland.org

‘Turtle travels’ touring   
show at Science Central
A traveling exhibit showcasing the expe-

rience of turtle migration will be featured at 
Fort Wayne’s Science Central through Jan. 
3.

Visitors will learn all about turtles and 
the importance of protecting them. Turtle 
Travels was created by the Environmental 
Exhibit Collaborative. 

Hours are Wednesday through Friday, 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and 2 to 5 p.m.; and Sunday, noon to 5 p.m.

To learn more about the exhibit go to 
https://sciencecentral.org/visit-us/exhibits/
current-touring-exhibitions.html.

Handmade, homemade 
sale at Salomon farm

Admission and parking are free to the 
Handmade, Homemade Sale to be held at 
the Wolf Family Learning Center at Salo-
mon Farm Park in Fort Wayne from noon to 

5 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 18.
All items on sale are to have been grown 

locally or made by hand with local bakers, 
crafters and artisans offering their items.

More info about the event at www.fort-
wayneparks.org

.
Cabaret series will open     

at FW’s Embassy Theatre
A Cabaret Series will be presented at 

Fort Wayne’s Embassy Theatre by the 
Three Rivers Music Theatre beginning with 
“Ladies Night” at 8 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 17. 

Next in the lineup will be “At the Mov-
ies: Songs of the Silver Screen” on Satur-
day, Jan. 23, and third in the series will be 
“A Pride Cabaret” on Friday, June 18.

Tickets are $30 for adults and $20 for 
students with virtual tickets available as 
well. Flex passes are available for $75 
(through Oct. 17). Patrons will need to wear 
masks to enter the theater.

For more information about the Three 
Rivers Musical Theatre check out https://
www.threeriversmusicaltheatre.com/

‘Falling for Art’ studio tours 
will be held Saturday

A Falling For Art tour will be held from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Saturday, Oct. 10 with 
area artists’ studios open for visiting.

Masks are required with social distancing 
being observed as five studios will be open. 
The tour was organized by Joseph Pelka. 
His studio is located at 14529 Lima Road 
and will feature clay art and acrylic paint-
ings.

Other studios will include:
• Fred and Rhonda Inman with guest art-

ist Shelly Bice, at 9695 North  County Line 
Road West, Churubusco, wood art.

• Kristy Jo Beber, 9719 Hosler Road, 
Leo-Cedarville, stoneware pottery.

• William Steffen, 12724 North County 
Line Road East, Spencerville, wood art.

• Lisa Vetter and Paul Siefert, The Ant 
Farm, 17612 North County Line Road East, 
jewelry and mixed media functional art.

Plywood art on exhibit at
Wunderkammer in FW

Now on exhibit at the Wunderkam-
mer Company on Fairfield Avenue in Fort 
Wayne are the painted plywood panels that 
were used to board up downtown windows 
after the summer demonstrations.

Almost 90 artists were involved in paint-
ing the panels over June 5 and 6. Over the 
summer, the panels were taken down and 
collected for the current show. The show 
will run through Nov. 15, and is open by 
appointment only. 

To set up a viewing email dan@wun-
derkammercompany.com. Wunderkammer 
is at 3402 Fairfield Avenue in Fort Wayne.

Art this Way is a program of the Fort 
Wayne Downtown Economic Improve-
ment District. It has championed 14 projects 
within the 99 block downtown Fort Wayne 
area. During this fall 5 more projects will be 
installed.

FORT WAYNE
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By KRISTIE RIEKEN 
AP Sports Writer

HOUSTON (AP) — The Houston Texans had faith that 
coach Bill O’Brien was the man to lead them to their first 
championship. 

So much faith in fact that they made the unusual move of 
making him the team’s general manager this off-season, too. 

But O’Brien didn’t perform well in either role, leading to 
his firing on Monday. 

He was let go a day after Sunday’s 31-23 loss to the 
Vikings dropped the Texans to 0-4 for the first time since 
2008. 

“In this business, it’s a bottom-line business and we 
weren’t able to get it to where we needed to get it,” O’Brien 
said. 

After becoming the general manager, O’Brien received 
almost universal criticism when he shipped superstar receiv-
er DeAndre Hopkins to Arizona for running back David 
Johnson and draft picks. 

O’Brien was in his seventh season in Houston where he 
compiled a 52-48 record. He won the AFC South four times 
in his tenure, including the past two years. 

By TERESA M. 
WALKER and 

BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writers

NFL Commissioner 
Roger Goodell is warning 
the league’s 32 teams of 
penalties including potential 
forfeits of games for viola-
tions of COVID-19 proto-
cols that force changes in 
the schedule.

In a memo sent to the 
teams Monday after a 
conference call involving 
NFL and club executives, 
Goodell reiterated the need 
to adhere fully to all of the 
league’s health and safety 
guidelines.

“Protocol violations 
that result in virus spread 
requiring adjustments to 
the schedule or otherwise 
impacting other teams will 
result in additional financial 
and competitive discipline, 
including the adjustment 
or loss of draft choices or 

even the forfeit of a game,” 
Goodell wrote in the memo 
obtained by The Associated 
Press.

“Simply put, compliance 
is mandatory. Now is the 
time to recommit ourselves 
to our protocols and best 
practices for the duration of 
the season.”

The NFL was forced to 
reschedule Sunday’s game 
between the Steelers and 
Titans when Tennessee 
had the league’s first coro-
navirus outbreak, which 
has affected 20 organiza-
tion members, including 10 
players. 

That game was moved 
to Week 7, causing adjust-
ments that also impacted the 
Baltimore Ravens.

And New England’s 
game at Kansas City was 
moved from Sunday to 
Monday night after Patriots 
quarterback Cam Newton 
tested positive for COVID-

19, as did a Chiefs practice 
squad player.

Goodell noted that viola-
tors of the protocols have 
been disciplined. Several 
coaches have been fined 
$100,000 each and their 
clubs fined $250,000 for 
improper use of face cover-
ings, the Las Vegas Raid-
ers were fined $50,000 
for allowing an unauthor-
ized team employee into 
the locker room following 
a game and on Monday 
the Raiders had 10 players 
docked a total of $175,000 
for appearing at a function 
where face coverings were 
not used, nor was social dis-
tancing.

“Complacency is our 
shared opponent,” Goodell 

wrote.
“The consequences of 

rescheduling or even miss-
ing games are obvious. Our 
fans will be deprived of 
games. Competitive inequi-
ties will be introduced into 
our season. Players will 
not be paid for games not 
played and clubs will simi-
larly suffer financial conse-
quences.”

The league and the play-
ers’ association are institut-
ing ramped up health and 
safety procedures in the 
wake of the Titans’ out-
break, including:

— A longer onboarding 
process for free agent try-
outs;

— Bans on gatherings 
outside of the club facility;

— Limitations on the 
number of tryouts permitted 
per week;

— Implementation of a 
league-wide video monitor-
ing system to ensure com-
pliance with the protocols 
— “particularly the man-
date that all staff and play-
ers wear PPE while in a club 
facility and on travel at all 
times.”

The league also is consid-
ering holding all meetings 
virtually; requiring masks 
or shields during practices 
and walk-throughs; decreas-
ing the size of the traveling 
party to games; reducing the 
time spent in lunchrooms 
and locker rooms; and daily 
consulting of proximity 
tracking device information 

now in use to identify areas 
where teams could eliminate 
close contacts.

“As we have said 
before,” Goodell wrote, 
“act as if every person you 
come in contact with has a 
COVID infection and take 
appropriate precautions.”

The Titans’ outbreak 
reached 20 cases on Sunday, 
the team’s sixth straight day 
of at least one positive, with 
18 returned since Tuesday. 
But Tennessee got no posi-
tives back Monday morn-
ing, a person with direct 
knowledge of the test results 
said, speaking to the AP 
on condition of anonymity 
because neither the NFL nor 
the Titans announced the 
latest results.
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NHS boys’ soccer loses sectional match to Leo
By JOSH BURRIS

WOODBURN – Nor-
well’s boys’ soccer team fell 
2-0 in a sectional match to 
Leo on Monday at Woodlan, 
ending its season.

After a scoreless first 
half, Leo was able to break 
Norwell’s defense twice in 
less than three minutes early 
in the second half. First, 
Parker Bonin beat Norwell 
goalkeeper Jacob Klitz for 
the first goal. Then shortly 
after, Semih Kose provided 
Leo with some insurance to 
make it a 2-0 game. Both 
goals were assisted by Alec 
McKinney. 

Leo defeated Norwell 
4-0 during the regular sea-
son, scoring all four of its 
goals in the first half. Nor-
well coach Jamie Feldheiser 
said he was pleased with 
the defensive pressure they 
brought in the first half.

“We saw in the first half 
that when we do pressure 
them, we force mistakes. 
They were getting frus-
trated with themselves,” 
Feldheiser said. “We didn’t 

change anything at halftime. 
The message was about 
finetuning some of our own 
passes and cleaning that up 
so we could sustain more of 
an attack. But we did have 
a couple breakdowns and 
they capitalized, and that’s 
what good teams are going 
to do.”

Norwell changed its for-
mation with 10 minutes 
remaining, bumping Joshua 
Scott from the defensive line 
to the midfield. The move 
did lead to better offensive 
play and spread things out 
more for Norwell, but still 
did not result in any points. 
Robert Meyer was able to 
get a shot off late, but Leo 
goalkeeper Jaden Moreland 
came up with a save to pre-
serve the shutout. It was his 
second of the night. Klitz 
ended his night with five 
saves.

Leo, who has now 
defeated Norwell three 
straight years in sectional 
play, will move on to face 
Bishop Luers in the semifi-
nal round.

Norwell ended its season 
with a 10-6-1 overall record. 
It was the second straight 
season Norwell had won at 
least 10 matches, something 
the program had not accom-
plished since 2004-2006 
when it did it three straight 
years.

Feldheiser said he is 
happy with the direction the 
program is headed.

“We have a lot of tal-
ented players that are play-
ing together as a team. 
They bought into defense 
first,” he said. “We didn’t 
have the offensive success 
like we did last year scor-
ing 48 goals, but at the same 
time we conceded fewer 
goals than we did last year, 
and won a lot of one-goal 
games. We have that confi-
dence in tight situations to 
pull through, so I’m proud 
with how we are mentally. 
In the offseason, we just got 
to keep developing more 
ball skills, dribbling, pass-
ing, and positioning better 
too.” 

sports@news-banner.com
Norwell’s Daniel Simerman (left) runs in to defend Leo’s So Die in the second half of Monday 
night’s sectional match at Woodlan. (Photo by Josh Burris)

Bluffton’s volleyball team defeat-
ed Norwell 3-1 in a Wells County 
clash at The Tiger Den on Monday 
night. 

Bluffton (12-16, 2-4) won the 
first set 25-23, the third set 25-16, 
and the fourth set 25-22. Norwell 
(5-20, 0-5) won the second set 
25-20. 

Emilee Irwin led Bluffton in aces 
with five and in digs with 23. Lau-
ren Stout led in kills with 10. Abby 
Clines and Abbey Nusbaumer led in 
stuff blocks with four each. Clines 
also led in assists with 26. 

On the Norwell side, Nicole 
Hiday and Arianna Blinn led in kills 
with seven each and in blocks with 

two each. Mackinzie Toliver led in 
digs with 12. Raygan Williams led 
in aces with four. Amarea Chandler 
led in assists with 14. 

Norwell won the JV match 2-0. 
Bluffton will play its final match 

of the regular season on Wednesday 
at North Side. Norwell will host 
East Noble on Tuesday.

TUESDAY, Oct. 6
GIRLS SOCCER: IHSAA Sectional at Norwell, New Haven 

vs. Norwell, 6 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: East Noble at Norwell, 7:30 p.m. (JV, Fresh-

man 6 p.m.)
WEDNESDAY, Oct. 7
VOLLEYBALL: Bluffton at North Side, 7:30 p.m. (JV 6 p.m.)
THURSDAY, Oct. 8
VOLLEYBALL: Huntington North at Norwell, 7:30 p.m. (JV, 

Freshman 6 p.m.); Southern Wells at Adams Central, 7:30 
p.m. (JV 6 p.m.)

FRIDAY, Oct. 9
FOOTBALL: Bluffton at Adams Central, 7 p.m.; Norwell at 

Huntington North, 7 p.m.
SATURDAY, Oct. 10
CROSS COUNTRY: IHSAA Sectional at Bellmont, Bluffton 

and Norwell, 10:30 a.m.; IHSAA Sectional at Marion, Southern 
Wells, 10:30 a.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Norwell, Southern Wells at Maconaquah 
Invitational, 9 a.m.

SUNDAY, Oct. 11
No games scheduled

High School Calendar

Norwell’s Nicole Hiday (right) spikes the ball while Bluffton’s Lauren Reiff (left) and Lauren Stout (middle) jump up to 
defend. (Photo by Greenbear Photography)

Bluffton volleyball tops Norwell

Texans fire head 
coach Bill O’Brien

Forfeits possible for NFL virus protocol violations
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BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Parts and Install. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring Agreement required 
at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires landline phone. Offer valid for new ADT Authorized Premier 
Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), 
ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. GENERAL: For all offers, the form of payment must be by credit card or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, 
satisfactory credit history is required and termination fee applies. Certain packages require approved landline phone. Local permit fees may be required. Certain 
restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires 
purchase and/or activation of an ADT security system with monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are an additional charge. 
Additional equipment may be purchased for an additional charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm 
veri� cation. Prices subject to change. Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance 
company. Photos are for illustrative purposes only and may not re� ect the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses: AL-21-001104, AR-CMPY.0001725 
AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016, DE-07-212, FL-EC13003427, EC13003401, GA-LVA205395, IA-AS-0206, 
ID-ELE-SJ-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-C.P.D. Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of Indianapolis: LAC-000156, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1914, LA-F1915, LA-F1082, 
MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 100194, MS-15007958,MT-PSP-ELS-
LIC-247, NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451, NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. # -NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV-0068518, City of Las Vegas: 3000008296, NY-
Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451,OH-53891446, City of Cincinnati: AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania 
Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999, RI-3582, RI-7508, SC-BAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-
6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382(7C),WA-602588694/ECPROTEYH934RS, WI-City of Milwaukee: PAS-0002966, WV-WV042433, WY-LV-G-21499. 3750 Priority Way 
South Dr. Indianapolis, IN 46240 ©2017 DEFENDERS, Inc. dba Protect Your Home DF-CD-NP-Q320

1-877-595-0922
WE’RE AVAILABLE 24/7—CALL TODAY!

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
   24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind
  Yard sign and window decals help deter crime
 Quickly connect to � re and emergency response
  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

Monitored by ADT® the #1
home security company in the U.S. 

Save Now On
Home Security

 24/7 Monitored Home Security

PER MONTH

MONITORING

GREAT

LOW
PRICE

NEWS-BANNER SCOREBOARD    
FOOTBALL
NFL

All Times EDT
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East
 W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 4 0 0 1.000 123 100
New England 2 2 0 .500 97 92
Miami 1 3 0 .250 93 96
N.Y. Jets 0 4 0 .000 65 131

South
 W L T Pct PF PA
Tennessee 3 0 0 1.000 80 74
Indianapolis 3 1 0 .750 103 56
Jacksonville 1 3 0 .250 95 117
Houston 0 4 0 .000 80 126

North
 W L T Pct PF PA
Pittsburgh 3 0 0 1.000 80 58
Baltimore 3 1 0 .750 122 73
Cleveland 3 1 0 .750 124 126
Cincinnati 1 2 1 .250 99 99

West
 W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 4 0 0 1.000 117 70
Las Vegas 2 2 0 .500 111 120
Denver 1 3 0 .250 82 98
L.A. Chargers 1 3 0 .250 83 95

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 1 2 1 .250 84 107
Dallas 1 3 0 .250 126 146
Washington 1 3 0 .250 79 112
N.Y. Giants 0 4 0 .000 47 96

South
 W L T Pct PF PA
Tampa Bay 3 1 0 .750 120 92
Carolina 2 2 0 .500 99 102
New Orleans 2 2 0 .500 123 123
Atlanta 0 4 0 .000 106 138

North
 W L T Pct PF PA
Green Bay 4 0 0 1.000 152 101
Chicago 3 1 0 .750 85 81
Detroit 1 3 0 .250 99 127
Minnesota 1 3 0 .250 106 125

West
 W L T Pct PF PA
Seattle 4 0 0 1.000 142 109
L.A. Rams 3 1 0 .750 106 80
Arizona 2 2 0 .500 98 92
San Francisco 2 2 0 .500 107 71

Thursday’s Games
Denver 37, N.Y. Jets 28

Sunday’s Games
Tampa Bay 38, L.A. Chargers 31
Cleveland 49, Dallas 38
Baltimore 31, Washington 17
Pittsburgh at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Carolina 31, Arizona 21
New Orleans 35, Detroit 29
Cincinnati 33, Jacksonville 25
Minnesota 31, Houston 23
Seattle 31, Miami 23
L.A. Rams 17, N.Y. Giants 9
Buffalo 30, Las Vegas 23
Indianapolis 19, Chicago 11
Philadelphia 25, San Francisco 20

Monday’s Games
Kansas City 26, New England 10
Green Bay 30, Atlanta 16

NCAA
AP Top 25

 Record Pts Pvs
 1. Clemson (52) 3-0 1,536 1
 2. Alabama (8) 2-0 1,488 2
 3. Georgia 2-0 1,380 4
 4. Florida 2-0 1,340 3
 5. Notre Dame 2-0 1,239 5
 6. Ohio St. (2) 0-0 1,165 6
 7. Miami 3-0 1,148 8
 8. North Carolina 2-0 944 12
 9. Penn St. 0-0 935 10
10. Oklahoma St. 3-0 919 17
11. Cincinnati 3-0 895 15
12. Oregon 0-0 786 14
13. Auburn 1-1 731 7
14. Tennessee 2-0 717 21
15. BYU 3-0 661 22
16. Wisconsin 0-0 619 19
17. LSU 1-1 478 20
18. SMU 4-0 393 -
19. Virginia Tech 2-0 391 -
20. Michigan 0-0 350 23
21. Texas A&M 1-1 330 13
22. Texas 2-1 228 9
23. Louisiana-Lafayette 3-0 216 -
24. Iowa St. 2-1 215 -
25. Minnesota 0-0 145 -

All Times EDT
AP Top 25 Schedule

Saturday
No. 1 Clemson vs. No. 7 Miami, 

7:30 p.m. ABC
No. 2 Alabama at Mississippi, 6 

p.m. ESPN
No. 3 Georgia vs. No. 14 Tennes-

see, 3:30 p.m. CBS
No. 4 Florida at No. 21 Texas A&M, 

Noon ESPN
No. 5 Notre Dame vs. Florida State, 

7:30 p.m. NBC
No. 8 North Carolina vs. No. 19 Vir-

ginia Tech, Noon ABC
No. 13 Auburn vs. Arkansas, 4 p.m. 

SECN
No. 15 BYU vs. UTSA, 3:30 p.m. 

ESPN2
No. 17 LSU vs. Missouri, 9 p.m. 

ESPN
No. 22 Texas at Oklahoma, Noon 

FOX
No. 23 Louisiana-Lafayette vs. 

Coastal Carolina, Noon ESPN2
No. 24 Iowa State vs. Texas Tech, 

3:30 p.m. ABC

BASEBALL
All Times EDT

Postseason Baseball Glance
DIVISION SERIES

(Best-of-5)
American League

(All Games on TBS)
New York Yankees 1, Tampa Bay 0

At San Diego
Monday, Oct. 5: New York Yankees 

9, Tampa Bay 3
Tuesday, Oct. 6: New York Yankees 

(Garcia 3-2) vs. Tampa Bay (Glasnow 
5-1), 8:10 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 7: Tampa Bay 
(Morton 2-2) vs. New York Yankees 
(Tanaka 3-3), 7:10 p.m.

x-Thursday, Oct. 8: Tampa Bay vs. 
New York Yankees (Happ 2-2), 7:10 
p.m.

x-Friday, Oct. 9: New York Yankees 
vs. Tampa Bay, 7:10 p.m.

Houston 1, Oakland 0
At Los Angeles

Monday, Oct. 5: Houston 10, Oak-
land 5

Tuesday, Oct. 6: Houston (Valdiz 
5-3) vs. Oakland (Manaea 4-3), 4:37 
p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 7: Oakland vs. 
Houston, 3:35 p.m.

x-Thursday, Oct. 8: Oakland vs. 
Houston, 3:35 p.m.

x-Friday, Oct. 9: Houston vs. Oak-
land, 3:35 p.m.

National League
San Diego vs. Los Angeles Dodgers

At Arlington, Texas
Tuesday, Oct. 6: San Diego vs. Los 

Angeles Dodgers (Buehler 1-0), 9:38 
p.m. (FS1)

Wednesday, Oct. 7: San Diego vs. 
Los Angeles Dodgers (Kershaw 6-2), 
9:08 p.m. (FS1)

Thursday, Oct. 8: Los Angeles 
Dodgers vs. San Diego, 9:08 p.m. 
(MLB)

x-Friday, Oct. 9: Los Angeles Dodg-
ers vs. San Diego, 9:08 p.m. (FS1)

x-Saturday, Oct. 10: San Diego vs. 
Los Angeles Dodgers, 8:08 p.m. (FS1)

Miami vs. Atlanta
At Houston

Tuesday, Oct. 6: Miami (Alcantara 
3-2) vs. Atlanta (Fried 7-0), 2:08 p.m. 
(FS1)

Wednesday, Oct. 7: Miami (Lspez 
6-4) vs. Atlanta (Anderson 3-2), 2:08 
p.m. (MLB)

Thursday, Oct. 8: Atlanta (Wright 
2-4) vs. Miami (Sanchez 3-2), 2:08 
p.m. (FS1)

x-Friday, Oct. 9: Atlanta vs. Miami, 
2:08 p.m. (FS1)

x-Saturday, Oct. 10: Miami vs. 
Atlanta, 4:08 p.m. (FS1)

BASKETBALL
NBA

All Times EDT
NBA FINALS
(Best-of-7)

x-if necessary
L.A. Lakers 2, Miami 1

Wednesday, Sept. 30: L.A. Lakers 
116, Miami 98

Friday, Oct. 2: L.A. Lakers 124, 
Miami 114

Sunday, Oct. 4: Miami 115, L.A. 
Lakers 104

Tuesday, Oct. 6: L.A. Lakers vs. 
Miami, 9 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 9: Miami vs. L.A. Lak-
ers, 9 p.m.

x-Sunday, Oct. 11: L.A. Lakers vs. 
Miami, 7:30 p.m.

x-Tuesday, Oct. 13: Miami vs. L.A. 
Lakers, 9 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
Monday

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball

American League
HOUSTON ASTROS — Reas-

signed INF Jack Mayfield to the minor 
leagues. Activated RHP Luis Garcia.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Activated 
RHP Michael King. Reassigned C Erik 
Kratz to the minor leagues.

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Reas-
signed INF Vimael Machin to the 
minor leagues. Activated RHP Jordan 
Weems.

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Activated OF 
Austin Meadows. Reassigned INF 
Nate Lowe to the minor leagues.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ATLANTA FALCONS — Placed K 
Elliott Fry, S Jamal Carter and CB Del-
rick Abrams Jr. on the active roster.

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Waived 
DE Shareef Miller.

CHICAGO BEARS — Signed RB 
Lamar Miller to the practice squad. 
Released CB Stephen Denmark.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Placed 
RB Nick Chubb on injured reserve.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Signed 
WR Reggie Begelton to the active ros-
ter. Placed LB De’Jon Harris and DL 
Billy Winn on the active roster.

HOUSTON TEXANS — Announced 
the termination of head coach Bill 
O’Brien.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — 
Released S Doug Middleton.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Signed DB 
Javaris Davis to the practice squad. 
Released QB Jake Rudock.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — 
Activated RB Damien Harris and WR 
Gunner Olszewski. Placed WR Isaiah 
Zuber on the active roster. Placed DB 
Cody Davis and RB Sony Michel on 
injured reserve.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Signed DT 
David Moa and WR Alex Bachman 
to the practice squad. Released WR 
Johnny Holton.

NEW YORK JETS — Waived RB 
Kalen Ballage. Signed QB Mike White 
to the practice squad.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — 
Waived RB Adrian Killins.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ARIZONA COYOTES — Re-signed 
D Kyle Capobianco to a two-year, one-
way contract. Signed D Ilya Lyubush-
kin to a one-year, one-way contract.

NEW YORK ISLANDERS — Agreed 
to terms with D Sebastian Aho on a 
two-year contract.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

COLUMBUS CREW SC — Signed 
F Krisztian Nemeth.

COLLEGE
KANSAS STATE — Agreed to 

terms with head football coach Chris 
Klieman on a contract extension 
through the 2026 season.

Epstein expects to remain with Cubs
By ANDREW SELIGMAN 

AP Sports Writer
CHICAGO (AP) — Theo Epstein 

appears to be gearing up for one more 
go-round as the Chicago Cubs’ presi-
dent of baseball operations.

Epstein said Monday his expecta-
tion is the “status quo” when it comes 
to the team’s leadership and he antici-
pates remaining on the job for at least 
one more season, with his contract set 
to expire in 2021.

“I’m a Cub,” Epstein said during an 
hourlong conference call. “I think the 
status quo right now is the most likely 
outcome.”

Epstein’s future figures to be a big 
point of discussion when he meets 
with chairman Tom Ricketts.

He has said repeatedly he thinks 
executives have about a 10-year shelf 
life in a job. Next year will mark a 
decade for Epstein with the Cubs, and 
a contract extension seems like a long 
shot.

“For me, as an individual, I think 
there’s benefit to change after a signifi-
cant amount of time on the job, I guess 
at about a decade,” Epstein said. “I 
have to keep that in mind without mak-
ing any definitive statements. We will 
be definitive. We will have a transition 
plan. We will have a structure moving 
forward. It’s just we can’t figure that 
out with you guys, we haven’t gone 
through that process.”

Epstein has transformed the long-
suffering Cubs. They’ve reached the 
NLCS three times in his nine seasons 
and won a World Series champion-
ship in 2016, ending a drought dating 
to 1908. This year, the won the NL 
Central at 34-26 under rookie manager 

David Ross.
But they got swept by Miami in 

their wild-card series, scoring one 
run over two games. They haven’t 
advanced in the postseason since 2017. 
And that 10-year mark is approaching 
for Epstein.

“I’m not going to run away from 
those feelings,” he said. “But I also 
am as invested in the Chicago Cubs as 
our leader in baseball operations today 
as I was at any point in the last nine 
years. I woke up this morning think-
ing about how we can improve for 
next year, position ourselves for long-
term success. But given the things I’m 
on record with about the benefits of 
change at a certain point, it just means 
that you have to be smart in discussing 
the timing and nature of the transition 
because it’s inevitable at some point.”

General manager Jed Hoyer is the 
most obvious successor for Epstein.

The two worked together in Bos-
ton when the Red Sox won the World 
Series in 2004 and 2007 and reunited 
when Epstein took the job in Chicago 
in October 2011. 

In between, Hoyer led San Diego’s 
baseball operations.

“We’ve only had general discus-
sions about the potential transition, 
whenever that may be — nothing spe-
cific,” Epstein said. “Obviously, now’s 
the time to be thoughtful about it. You 
do have to start getting more specific 
and making some more decisions. Jed 
is someone who’s been a huge part of 
the success here at the Cubs and at the 
Red Sox before that.”

Epstein didn’t rule out big changes 
to the roster this offseason. The Cubs 
ranked among the worst in the majors 

with a .220 average.
Kris Bryant (.206, four homers, 

11 RBIs), Javier Báez (.203, 8, 24), 
Anthony Rizzo (.222, 11, 24), Will-
son Contreras (.243, 7, 26) and Kyle 
Schwarber (.188, 11, 24) all struggled. 
The Cubs have an option on Rizzo, 
while Bryant, Báez and Schwarber 
are entering the final year of their con-
tracts.

“Clearly, some change is warranted 
and necessary,” Epstein said. “We’ve 
not performed up to our expectations 
offensively, especially at the most 
important times of year, and simply 
hoping for a better outcome moving 
forward doesn’t seem like a thoughtful 
approach.”

It’s also possible Jon Lester has 
pitched his final game for Chicago. At 
36, he posted a career-worst 5.16 ERA. 
The team holds a $25 million option 
with a $10 million buyout on the five-
time All-Star, who signed a six-year, 
$155 million deal before the 2015 sea-
son.

“Whether he leaves or stays, this is 
an appropriate time just to acknowl-
edge the profound impact that he had 
on our organization,” said Epstein, 
who plans to speak with Lester over 
the next few days. “It’s rare when 
someone joins an organization with 
some clear goals in mind to win a 
World Series, to change a culture, to 
show up in October just about every 
year and pitch really well in big games, 
be a great teammate, to be someone 
our organization can be proud of, to 
make an impact on his teammates and 
in his community, and accomplish all 
those goals in such an admirable man-
ner.”

Rodgers, Tonyan help Packers beat Falcons
By STEVE MEGARGEE 

AP Sports Writer
GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP) — Aaron 

Rodgers connected with tight end Rob-
ert Tonyan on three of his four touch-
down passes and the Green Bay Pack-
ers remained unbeaten with a 30-16 
victory over the winless Atlanta Fal-
cons on Monday night.

The Packers (4-0) opened a sea-
son by scoring at least 30 points in 
four straight games for the first time 
in franchise history. Todd Gurley’s 
two touchdown runs couldn’t stop the 
Falcons from their first 0-4 start since 
1999, when they followed a Super 
Bowl season by going 5-11. 

Green Bay was missing its top two 
receivers. Davante Adams sat out a 
second straight game with a hamstring 
injury and Allen Lazard had gone on 
injured reserve with a core problem.

Yet that didn’t slow down Rodgers, 
who capitalized on Atlanta’s depleted 
secondary and helped Tonyan deliver 
the most productive performance of 
his young career. 

Tonyan had touchdown receptions 
of 19 and 8 yards to cap the Packers’ 
final two first-half possessions. He 
added a 21-yard touchdown reception  
midway through the third quarter.

The 2017 undrafted free agent from 
Indiana State finished the night with 
six catches for 98 yards along with his 
three touchdowns to set career highs 
in all three categories. Tonyan, who 
entered this season with two career 
touchdowns, has reached the end zone 
five times over his last three games.

Rodgers went 27 of 33 for 327 
yards. He has thrown 13 touchdown 
passes without an interception this sea-
son. 

After blowing two-touchdown leads 
in the fourth quarter each of the last 
two weeks, the Falcons (0-4) never 
were ahead in this one. Green Bay 
took the lead for good when Rodgers 
threw a 6-yard touchdown pass to a 
wide-open Aaron Jones on the game’s 
opening series.

Atlanta already was playing with-
out safeties Ricardo Allen (elbow) 
and Keanu Neal (hamstring) as well 
as cornerback A.J. Terrell (COVID-19 
reserve). That beleaguered secondary 
took more hits when safety Damontae 
Kazee got carted off the field and safe-
ty Jaylinn Hawkins left with a concus-
sion in the second quarter. 

UP NEXT 
The Falcons host Carolina on Sun-

day.
The Packers have an off week 

before visiting Tampa Bay on Oct. 18.



WEST LAFAYETTE, 
Ind. —Despite rapid growth 
in consumer demand for 
organic products that out-
paces domestic supply, cer-
tified organic land accounts 
for less than 2 percent of 
U.S. farmland and even less 
in Indiana. Purdue Exten-
sion’s Organic Agriculture 
educators are working with 
farmers to understand and 
address the common chal-
lenges and perceptions that 
accompany organic farm 
transition and certification.

P u r d u e  E x t e n s i o n 
received funding from the 
North Central Sustainable 
Agriculture Research and 
Education Program of the 
United States Department 
of Agriculture to perform a 
research and education study 
to support Indiana grain 
farmers with organic transi-
tion. 

L e d  b y  M i c h a e l 
O’Donnell, Purdue Exten-
sion organic and diversified 
agriculture educator, and 
Analena Bruce, assistant 
professor at the University 
of New Hampshire and for-
mer Indiana University post-
doctoral researcher, the team 
surveyed Indiana grain farm-
ers and identified barriers. 

The publication, Sup-
porting the wider adoption 
of organic certification for 
Indiana grain farmers, shares 
the findings of over 300 
farmers, ranging from those 
who use only conventional 
agriculture methods to those 
already using organic meth-
ods.

“The idea was to get 
a better understanding of 
farmer perceptions of the 
opportunity, challenges and 
barriers around transitioning 
to organic agriculture. It was 
interesting to me, an Exten-

sion educator who directs 
organic programs, to look 
at those results and think 
how this informs my exten-
sion programming,” said 
O’Donnell.

Challenging production 
problems identified are pro-
duction loss due to weed 
pressure, certification ineli-
gibility caused by GMO pol-
len drift, and crop damage 
and contamination caused 
by pesticide drift. Conven-
tional farmers noted that 
there is a lack of success-
ful organic farmers because 
they have limited opportuni-
ties to speak with someone 
who has successfully transi-

tioned.
The study also identi-

fied opportunities for fur-
ther research and investment 
in education and outreach 
programs for Indiana farm-
ers. Notable opportunities 
include policy initiatives 
to address concerns about 
imported organic grains 
market competition and new 
Extension programs to sup-
port organic farms.

“This project highlights 
a need for increased fund-
ing for research and Exten-
sion efforts to better support 
farmers with production-
related challenges along 
with critical policy initia-

tives. I encourage farmers to 
become aware of the chal-
lenges facing the organic 
industry so they can provide 
input to the National Organ-
ic Standards Board (NOSB), 
a federal advisory board that 
represents organic farm-
ers nationwide,” O’Donnell 
said.  

Farmers can participate 
at the NOSB fall 2020 meet-
ing, held online beginning 
Oct. 20. More information 
about the NOSB fall meet-
ing can be found at ams.
usda.gov/event/national-
organic-standards-board-
nosb-meeting-cedar-rapids-
iowa.
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Sales - Parts - Service
5068 E. 100 N.

Bluffton
1-800-876-9351 or

(260) 565-3659

4777 W. 500 N.
Huntington

1-888-876-9352 or
(260) 356-7958

983 N. St. Rd. 13
Wabash

1-888-876-9353 or
(260) 563-1149

www.troxelequipment.com
E-mail us at troxel@troxelequipment.com

Bluffton = (B) • Huntington = (H)  • Wabash = (W)

‘87 JOHN DEERE 318‘87 JOHN DEERE 318 ‘10 JOHN DEERE X304‘10 JOHN DEERE X304 ‘15 JOHN DEERE X500‘15 JOHN DEERE X500 ‘17 JOHN DEERE Z915E‘17 JOHN DEERE Z915E

‘17 JOHN DEERE 2950R‘17 JOHN DEERE 2950R ‘16 JOHN DEERE Z997R‘16 JOHN DEERE Z997R ‘12 JOHN DEERE XUV 625I‘12 JOHN DEERE XUV 625I ‘14 JOHN DEERE XUV 855D‘14 JOHN DEERE XUV 855D

‘16 CUB CADET CHALLENGER 500‘16 CUB CADET CHALLENGER 500 ‘15 JOHN DEERE 2032R‘15 JOHN DEERE 2032R ‘15 JOHN DEERE 2025R‘15 JOHN DEERE 2025R ‘17 JOHN DEERE 4052R‘17 JOHN DEERE 4052R

www.ttgequipment.comwww.ttgequipment.com

NOW 9 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
Bluffton.................888-876-9351
Flora.....................800-873-0295
Frankfort ..............800-974-9098
Huntington ...........888-876-9352

Lafayette L&G......765-607-4500
Logansport ..........800-635-7488
Swayzee Ag .........800-732-6575
Swayzee L&G.......765-922-7924
Wabash................888-876-9353

#53621, 
50” DECK, 

BAGGER W/
POWER FLOW, 
SNOW BLADE 
& THROWER, 
576 HRS. (B)

$3,500

#53978, 
42” DECK, 

AWS, 
HYDRO, 
325 HRS. 

(H)

$1,995

#53671, 
48” DECK,
2WD, GAS, 
317 HRS. 

(W)

$3,886

#53740, 
54” DECK, 

25 HP, KOHLER, 
ISO SEAT, 
248 HRS. 

(W)

$6,495

#53669, 
72” DECK, 

HYDRAULIC LIFT, 
FULL 

SUSPENSION, 
483 HRS. (H)

$9,400

#49446, 
72” DECK, 
DIESEL, 

STRIPER KIT, 
620 HRS. (W)

$15,975

#53709,
4WD, POLY 

WINDSHIELD, 
ALL TERRAIN 
TIRES, 1,265 

HRS. (B)

$6,495

#53203, DIESEL, 
DELUXE CAB &
CARGO BOX, 
POWER DUMP, 
625 HRS. (B)

$12,500

#53478, 
4X4, 

DUMP BED, 
WINCH, 

18 HOURS 
(W)

$7,495

#52094, R4, 
MFWD, 62”

INDEPENDENT 
LIFT WITH 

DRIVE OVER 
DECK, 

413 HRS. (W)

$15,995 $36,500

#52888, R3 TIRES, H180 
LOADER, CAB W/AIR SEAT, 

eHYDRO TRANS., 456 HRS. 
(B)

#54147, R4, 
MFWD, LOADER, 

111 HRS. (W)

$14,995

Bluffton = (B) • Huntington = (H)  • Wabash = (W)

‘87 JOHN DEERE 318‘87 JOHN DEERE 318 ‘10 JOHN DEERE X304‘10 JOHN DEERE X304 ‘15 JOHN DEERE X500‘15 JOHN DEERE X500 ‘17 JOHN DEERE Z915E‘17 JOHN DEERE Z915E

‘17 JOHN DEERE 2950R‘17 JOHN DEERE 2950R ‘16 JOHN DEERE Z997R‘16 JOHN DEERE Z997R ‘12 JOHN DEERE XUV 625I‘12 JOHN DEERE XUV 625I ‘14 JOHN DEERE XUV 855D‘14 JOHN DEERE XUV 855D

‘16 CUB CADET CHALLENGER 500‘16 CUB CADET CHALLENGER 500 ‘15 JOHN DEERE 2032R‘15 JOHN DEERE 2032R ‘15 JOHN DEERE 2025R‘15 JOHN DEERE 2025R ‘17 JOHN DEERE 4052R‘17 JOHN DEERE 4052R

www.ttgequipment.comwww.ttgequipment.com

NOW 9 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
Bluffton.................888-876-9351
Flora.....................800-873-0295
Frankfort ..............800-974-9098
Huntington ...........888-876-9352

Lafayette L&G......765-607-4500
Logansport ..........800-635-7488
Swayzee Ag .........800-732-6575
Swayzee L&G.......765-922-7924
Wabash................888-876-9353
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www.ttgequipment.com

•	Bluffton
•	 lafayette
•	flora

•	 logansport
•	frankfort
•	swayzee

•	Huntington
•	waBasH

Prompt Delivery ...
To Your Home - Farm - Business

Gasolines - Heating Oils  •  Pure 1-K Kerosene  •  Super Diesel Fuel - Oils

Bio - Soy Diesel - Ethanol     •   Competitive Prices!

Do you have a 
service or product 
for area farmers?

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108
and � nd out 

how a� ordable our 
AG SERVICES 
DIRECTORY 

can be!

Purdue Extension Service shares 
insights about organic certification

Storing leftover
garden seed

If you didn’t use up all the garden seed you bought 
this year, much of it can be stored for use in next year’s 
garden – depending on the plant species. Seeds of some 
plants ,such as corn, parsley, onion, viola (pansies), ver-
bena, phlox, and salvia, are not very long lived, lasting 
only 1 or 2 years at best.  Other seeds, including beans, 
carrots, lettuce, peas, radishes, snapdragon, cosmos, 
sweet William, and zinnia, will remain viable (capable 
of germinating) for 3-5 years.

Seeds need to be kept cool, dark, 
and dry so that they retain stored 
carbohydrates and minimize fungal 
infection. You can keep the seeds 
in their original packets to preserve 
their labeling information. If you 
transfer the seeds to another con-
tainer, be sure to label them with at 
least the plant name and the year the 
seed was purchased.  Either way, be 
sure the seed is as dry as possible 
before placing in storage.

One of the more practical meth-
ods for storing small quantities is to 
place leftover seed in sealable jars 
or other airtight containers and store 
in a cool, dark area, such as the 
refrigerator (not the freezer).  A layer of powdered milk 
or uncooked rice at the bottom of the container will 
absorb excess moisture.  Use a paper towel to separate 
the seed from the absorptive material.

When it’s time to plant next season, you can do a 
germination test on a few seeds to see if they sprout 
before you plant the rest.  But these days, many seed 
packets have only a few seeds to begin with, so the ger-
mination test may be a moot point!  On the other hand, 
saving even a few seeds can make a big impact on next 
year’s gardening budget.

The following chart listing storage life for common 
garden species will help you decide which seeds are 
worth the bother. However, the conditions the seeds are 
stored in dramatically affects how well they will germi-
nate next year, as much or more so than their species.

Plant Expected Storage Life (Years)
Under Favorable Conditions

Vegetables 
bean  3
beet  4
carrot  3
Swiss chard 4
sweet corn 2
cucumber 5
kohlrabi 3
lettuce 6
muskmelon 5
okra  2
onion  1
parsnip 1
pea  3
pepper 2
pumpkin 4
radish 5
spinach 3
squash 3
tomato 4
turnip 4
watermelon 4

Annual Flowers 
ageratum 4
alyssum 4
aster  1
calendula 5
celosia 4
coleus 1
cosmos 3
dahlia 2
dianthus 4
geranium 1
hibiscus 3
hollyhock 2
impatiens 2
lobelia 3
marigold 2
nasturtium 5
nicotiana 3
pansy  1
petunia 2
phlox  1
poppy 4
salvia  1
verbena 1
vinca  1
zinnia 5

B. Rosie
Lerner

When properly stored, carrot 
seed has a shelf life of three 
years. (Purdue University 
photo)

Swiss chard seed can last up 
to four years if properly stored. 
(Purdue University photo)

By BEN BECKMAN
and MEGAN TAYLOR
University of Nebraska

Cover crops, soil health, extended 
grazing, and 13-way mixes are all 
buzzwords in the agronomic world 
today. Whether you are using cover 
crops for additional grazing or plant-
ing them with the intent to improve 
your soil, it’s important to make sure 
the mix will truly fit your needs and 
not cause issues later. 

When cover crops become a for-
age crop it’s important to treat them as 
such and to understand the risks asso-
ciated with utilizing them as supple-
mental forage, especially as our envi-
ronmental conditions begin to change. 
This becomes critical as we move into 
fall.

As summer turns into fall, freez-
ing temperatures will soon be mak-
ing their way across the Midwest. 
These freezing temperatures will play 
a key role in determining what can be 
grazed or hayed safely for your live-
stock. 

Taking a quick peak at your seed 
tag before grazing or haying is key. 
Maybe you have decided to try a new 
13-way mix and don’t have all the 
components memorized? Perhaps this 
is your first time using cover crops? 
These mixes may be unfamiliar or 
new to your system and could be haz-
ardous if fed incorrectly. 

When cover crops become forage, 
they need to be treated as such. Freez-
ing temperatures cause metabolic and 
cellular changes to our forage crops, 
specifically prussic acid formation 
and nitrate poisoning are the biggest 
concerns.

Sorghum, sudangrass, sorghum-
sudangrass hybrids, and milo follow-
ing a frost have broken cell mem-
branes that allow the formation of 
prussic acid. Prussic acid is a form of 
cyanide released from a compound 
called durrin that is naturally occur-
ring in sorghum species. 

When ingested and broken down 
by the digestive system, the cyanide 
that is released can quickly cause 
lethal results when consumed in high 
amounts. Monogastric species like 
pigs and horses can get prussic acid 
poisoning in extreme cases, but rumi-
nants are more susceptible.

Keeping livestock out of these 
areas for five to seven days after a 
frost can limit the risk associated with 
prussic acid. Each time a new part of 
the plant is frozen, this five to seven 
day timer is reset until the entire plant 
has been killed. 

This can make grazing difficult this 
fall when freezing events occur regu-
larly but are not enough to fully kill 
the plant.

New shoots and especially 
regrowth on previously frost-damaged 
plants have the highest concentrations 
of prussic acid. 

If you notice new shoots after a 
frost, animals should not be allowed 
to graze until the regrowth is 15 to 18 
inches tall or a frost completely kills 
the plant. This can be especially tricky 
when warm temperatures follow an 
early frost.

Unless extremely high levels of 
prussic acid are present initially, hay-
ing or cutting a crop with prussic acid 
is not a concern. During the drying 
process, the prussic acid will volatilize 
and 50 percent or more of the initial 
concentration will be lost. 

Similarly, the fermentation process 
for ensiled sorghums will reduce prus-
sic acid levels. If you are concerned 
about high levels of prussic acid in a 
silage or hay feed, samples can be sent 
to a lab for analysis.

Nitrate Poisoning
Grasses are especially susceptible 

to nitrate poisoning risks. Slower 
metabolism following a stress like 
freezing allows nitrates to accumu-
late within the plant, specifically oats, 
sudangrass, and millets. Because 
nitrates do not dissipate like prussic 
acid, haying or green chopping is not 
recommended following a freeze and 
can be potentially dangerous.

Nitrates commonly concentrate 
in the lower portions of plant stems. 
Waiting five days before haying or 
chopping and keeping a cutting height 
of 6 to 8 inches will help mitigate risk. 
Like prussic acid, the ensiling process 
will lower nitrate levels of plants har-
vested for silage. 

If grazing, reducing the stocking 
rate and increasing the animals’ ability 
to selectively graze can lower nitrate 
risks. Pull animals off once the upper 
two thirds of the plant has been con-
sumed to avoid forcing animals to eat 
the lower portions of plants where 
nitrate risk is highest. 

This is not a good strategy for mix-
tures with sorghum species due to 
the prussic acid concerns discussed 
above.

Feeds that may contain high levels 
of nitrate aren’t necessarily unusable 
as long as proper action is taken to 
minimize risk. Send samples to a lab 
for analysis on those forages that are 
suspected to contain high nitrate lev-
els. 

With these results, rations can be 
developed that limit the amount of 
high nitrate forage being fed, mini-
mizing risk.

Avoiding Bloat
One final issue to keep an eye out 

for following a freeze is bloat. In 
high-quality forages like alfalfa, clo-

ver, and fresh small grain shoots, frost 
damage in the plant will rupture cell 
walls and make protein and minerals 
more readily available for one to two 
days. Many of the cover crop mixes 
contain some form of clover. 

Remember that ladino and white 
clover can cause bloat. These read-
ily available proteins and minerals 
increase gas buildup in the rumen to 
the point animals cannot eliminate 
them by eructation (belching), creat-
ing bloat.

Fresh young plants and naturally 
higher protein species like legumes 
have a higher chance of causing 
bloat. In cover crop mixtures, graz-
ing mature plants and making sure 
that mixtures don’t contain more than 
50 percent high forage quality species 
like clover and alfalfa will help lower 
this risk. 

Introducing animals to suspect for-
ages with a full stomach and limiting 
the time they are allowed to graze, 
supplementing in the meantime with 
hay, can keep animals from over eat-
ing, further exacerbating the problem. 
Providing free-choice grass hay and 
limiting animal grazing by strip graz-
ing can help provide a more balanced 
mixture of plants and decrease the 
likelihood of bloat even further.

One final option that can be utilized 
in situations where bloat is a concern 
is a diet supplement. Bloat reducers 
like poloxalene or monensin can be 
effective if consumed regularly.

To ensure uniform intake, these 
supplements can be mixed into a daily 
feed ration (poloxalene and monensin) 
or use a molasses or salt-based block 
that cattle will regularly consume 
(poloxalene). 

Be sure to remove other salt and 
mineral choices if you choose to use 
this as a delivery method to ensure 
animals are regularly consuming the 
supplement.

The bottom line is to be patient 
when utilizing these forages. Check 
your seed tag to know what is specifi-
cally in the field before grazing.

With haying and cutting, prus-
sic acid is not a concern, but nitrates 
can be worse. Remember to wait five 
days after a frost before cutting and 
raise the cutting height 6 to 8 inches to 
reduce risk.

When grazing, waiting five to 
seven days after a frost can help limit 
risk for both nitrate and prussic acid 
poisoning.

After a non-killing frost, new 
shoots or regrowth can be high in 
prussic acid and nitrates. If present, 
pull animals immediately and do not 
regraze until the plant has been fully 
killed or new growth is at least 18 
inches high.

Watch for forage hazards 
following a freeze event

EAST LANSING,  Mich. — Rain arrived towards the 
end of the week which helped to replenish topsoil moisture 
levels, according to USDA NASS, Great Lakes Regional 
Field Office at Michigan State University. 

Most areas of the state received at least a little rain begin-
ning Friday and running through the weekend, though more 
was needed to help very dry conditions. Northern counties 
received the most rainfall, while central and southern coun-
ties received less. Even with the rainfall last weekend, 67 
percent of topsoil remained short or very short.

The average temperature for the week was 53.6 degrees, 
6.5 degrees below normal for the state. The amount of rain-
fall varied from 0.07 to 1.12 inches over the week. 

There were 5.6 days suitable for fieldwork for the week 
ending Oct. 4.

Eighty-three percent of the corn statewide is now mature 
compared to 52 percent at this same time last year and 78 
percent for the five-year average. Corn harvested for grain 
was at 22 percent and for silage was at 94 percent.

Ninety percent of the soybeans are dropping or have 
dropped leaves while 30 percent have been harvested state-
wide. Compare that to 12 percent harvested a year ago at this 
same time and 28 percent for the five-year average.

Twenty-four percent of the winter wheat crop has been 
planted. 

Rain slows harvest
but aids dry soils
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GOD WANTS TO 
HEAR OUR HUMBLE 
PRAYERS, TO SHARE 
WITH HIM WHAT IS 

ON OUR HEARTS
Q: I recently became a 

Christian and have trug-
gled with praying to God. 
It all sounds so awkward. 
I’m intimidated because 
I’ve never really been 
around anyone who was 
comfortable praying. How 
does a person learn to 
pray? — L.P.

A: No child when 
learning to speak does so 
in complete sentences or 
can be held at attention 
in lengthy conversation. 
Parents are delighted by 
a child’s first attempts to 

speak.
When people come 

into a new relation-
ship with Christ and 
are transformed, they 
are often referred to 
as “babes in Christ.” 
They are nourished on 
the milk of the Word. 

“As newborn babes, desire 
the pure milk of the word, 
that you may grow there-
by” (1 Peter 2:2).

The Lord is not disap-
pointed by our prayers but 
delights when we come to 
Him. His own disciples 
said, “Lord, teach us to 
pray” (Luke 11:1).

Many new believers 
fail to pray because they 
put too much emphasis 
on lack of eloquence. God 
wants to hear our humble 
prayers, to share with 
Him what is on our hearts. 
He already knows, but 
it pleases Him when we 
care enough to cease our 
busyness and think of Him 
and fellowship with Him 

through the reading of His 
Word and praying to Him 
with expectant hearts.

If prayer feels uncom-
fortable, open God’s Word 
and read about Him. This 
is how we learn and grow 
in Christ and it informs 
our prayers as we begin 
by thanking God for all 
He has done; praising Him 
for His love and goodness. 
Ask Him to bring to mind 
others that need prayer, 
and this leads to putting 
others ahead of ourselves.

“Let the words of my 
mouth and the meditation 
of my heart be acceptable 
in Your sight, O Lord, my 
strength and my Redeem-
er” (Psalm 19:14).

Spending time in this 
way helps us to mature in 
our faith.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2020 BILLY GRA-
HAM LITERARY TRUST

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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 WINM/IND 12 11 26 63 - Life Outreach Julie & 
Friends

Rabbi Lapin Miles Between Us (2017, Drama) Dariush 
Moslemi, Susan Chambers.

TCT Today CBN News-
watch

Restoration 
Road

James Ro-
bison

Marilyn & 
Sarah

Len & Cathy Andrew 
Wommack

Prayer On Purpose Rabbi Lapin

 WANE/CBS 15 2 2 15 15 News Inside Edi-
tion (N)

WANE 15 
News at 6

CBS Evening 
News

Wheel of For-
tune (N)

Jeopardy! (N) NCIS Gibbs faces the reality 
of his actions.

FBI A man attempts to get 
his daughter back.

The FBI Declassified (Se-
ries Premiere) (N)

News Night-
cast at 11

(:35) The Late Show With 
Stephen Colbert

James Cor-
den

 WANE2/ION 15.2 106 20 - - Criminal Minds “Exit 
Wounds”

Criminal Minds “The Internet 
Is Forever”

Criminal Minds Tracking a 
killer who targets families.

Criminal Minds The team 
closes in on a serial killer.

Criminal Minds “JJ” JJ tries 
to reunite a family.

Criminal Minds Rossi revis-
its a 25-year-old case.

Criminal Minds The team 
searches for a serial killer.

Criminal Minds “Safe 
Haven”

 WPTA/ABC 21 4 3 21 21 ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 News 
at 6

ABC World 
News

Access Hol-
lywood (N)

Ent. Tonight Modern 
Family

NBA Count-
down (N)

2020 NBA Finals Game 4: Teams TBA. (N) (Live) ABC21 News 
at 11

(12:05) Jimmy Kimmel Live!

 WPTA2/NBC 21.2 8 8 33 14 Fort Wayne’s 25 Words or 
Less

Fort Wayne’s NBC Nightly 
News - Holt

Family Feud 
(N)

Family Feud 
(N)

Weakest Link Contestants 
play trivia for $1 million. (N)

Ellen’s Game of Games 
“Drop Goes the Loser”

Transplant “Eid” Bash cel-
ebrates Eid with his sister.

Fort Wayne’s (:34) The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon

Late Night-
Seth Meyers

 WPTA3/MNT 21.3 10 21 - - 2 Broke Girls Mom Mom Modern 
Family

Last Man 
Standing

Last Man 
Standing

Chicago P.D. An illegal im-
migrant’s murder.

Chicago P.D. Investigating a 
drug-related homicide.

Monk Dateline A woman vanishes 
after receiving calls.

Ent. Tonight Dish Nation 
(N)

 WISE/CW 33 7 4 34 33 black-ish black-ish Bob’s Burg-
ers

Bob’s Burg-
ers

Family Guy Family Guy Swamp Thing “Pilot” (Series Premiere) (N) Whose Line 
Is It?

Seinfeld Seinfeld Schitt’s 
Creek

Schitt’s 
Creek

The Steve Wilkos Show

 WFWA/PBS 39 13 5 39 39 Odd Squad 
(EI)

Arthur (EI) PBS NewsHour (N) World News 
America

Healthline The Hispanic Heritage 
Awards (N)

Latino Vote: Dispatches 
From the Battleground (N)

Frontline Global medical 
supply chain. (N)

Amanpour and Company 
(N)

The Hispanic Heritage 
Awards

 WIPB/PBS 49 3 - - - Odd Squad 
(EI)

World News 
America

Childsplay: The Parting 
Glass

PBS NewsHour (N) The Hispanic Heritage 
Awards (N)

Latino Vote: Dispatches 
From the Battleground (N)

Frontline Global medical 
supply chain. (N)

Amanpour and Company 
(N)

The Hispanic Heritage 
Awards

 WFFT/FOX 55 6 6 55 55 TMZ (N) Extra (N) Mike & Molly Mike & Molly The Big Bang 
Theory

The Big Bang 
Theory

Cosmos: Possible Worlds 
Scientist Nikolai Vavilov.

NEXT Tech pioneer warns 
the world of danger.

WFFT Local First News at 
10 (N)

To Be Announced TMZ Live (N)

CABLE CHANNELS

 LIFE  23 113 108 252 Rizzoli & Isles Maura be-
comes a murder suspect.

Rizzoli & Isles “Dance With 
the Devil”

Rizzoli & Isles A body is 
discovered in a church.

Rizzoli & Isles Jane’s career 
is jeopardized.

Rizzoli & Isles “All for One” (:03) Rizzoli & Isles “Cold 
as Ice”

(:03) Rizzoli & Isles “No One 
Mourns the Wicked”

(12:01) Rizzoli & Isles

 FX  24 132 136 248 (4:00) ›› Dracula Untold ››‡ Bad Moms (2016) Mila Kunis, Kristen Bell. ›› Pitch Perfect 3 (2017) Anna Kendrick. ›› Pitch Perfect 3 (2017) Anna Kendrick. ››› The Hangover

 TVLAND  25 - 106 304 The Andy 
Griffith Show

The Andy 
Griffith Show

The Andy 
Griffith Show

The Andy 
Griffith Show

The Andy 
Griffith Show

The Andy 
Griffith Show

Everybody 
Raymond

Everybody 
Raymond

Everybody 
Raymond

Everybody 
Raymond

Everybody 
Raymond

Everybody 
Raymond

The King of 
Queens

The King of 
Queens

The King of 
Queens

The King of 
Queens

 E!  26 142 114 236 Keeping Up With the Kar-
dashians

Chrisley 
Knows Best

Chrisley 
Knows Best

Chrisley 
Knows Best

Chrisley 
Knows Best

Chrisley 
Knows Best

Chrisley 
Knows Best

Chrisley 
Knows Best

Chrisley 
Knows Best

Chrisley 
Knows Best

Chrisley 
Knows Best

The Brad-
shaw Bunch

Nightly Pop 
(N)

Sex and the 
City

Sex and the 
City

 PARMT  30 - 241 241 Two and a 
Half Men

Two and a 
Half Men

Two and a 
Half Men

Two and a 
Half Men

Two and a 
Half Men

Two and a 
Half Men

›‡ Gone in 60 Seconds (2000, Action) Nicolas Cage, Angelina Jolie. A 
retired thief must steal 50 cars to save his brother.

›‡ Gone in 60 Seconds (2000, Action) Nicolas Cage, Angelina Jolie. A 
retired thief must steal 50 cars to save his brother.

 ESPN  31 50 140 206 Around the 
Horn (N)

Pardon the 
Interruption

SportsCenter (N) (Live) 2020 WNBA Finals Game 3: Teams TBA. (N) (Live) NBA Basketball SportsCenter (N) (Live) SportsCenter With Scott 
Van Pelt (N) (Live)

 ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) Daily Wager (N) (Live) Sweat Boxing Boxing Top Rank Boxing on ESPN: Best of Lomachenko NFL Live Baseball Tonight (N) (Live)

 FSMW  33 - 418 671 (4:30) Tennis Classics Tennis To Be Announced

 USA  34 133 105 242 Law & Order: Special Vic-
tims Unit “Chat Room”

Law & Order: Special Vic-
tims Unit

Law & Order: Special Vic-
tims Unit

Law & Order: Special Vic-
tims Unit

Law & Order: Special Vic-
tims Unit

Law & Order: Special Vic-
tims Unit

Modern 
Family

Modern 
Family

Modern 
Family

Modern 
Family

 DISC  35 72 182 278 Homestead Rescue “Quake 
on the Forty”

Homestead Rescue “Trust 
or Die”

Homestead Rescue “Michi-
gan Rescue” (N)

Homestead Rescue (N) Building Off the Grid “Colo-
rado Cliff Home” (N)

Building Off the Grid “Mon-
tana Earth Home”

Building Off the Grid “Colo-
rado Mountain Lodge”

Homestead Rescue

 TLC  36 73 183 280 (4:00) Long Island Medium Long Island Medium Sweet Home Sextuplets Little People, Big World Little People, Big World Sweet Home Sextuplets The Little Couple Little People, Big World

 HIST  38 77 120 269 America’s Book of Secrets: Special Edition Uncovering 
the world of organized crime.

America’s Book of Secrets: Special Edition “Home 
Sweet Fortress”

America’s Book of Secrets: Special Edition “Hiding in 
Plain Sight” (N)

(:05) America’s Book of Secrets: Special Edition “Home 
Sweet Fortress”

 A&E  39 134 118 265 (4:00) ››› Salt (2010) ››‡ Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit (2014) Chris Pine. ›› Jack Reacher: Never Go Back (2016, Action) Tom Cruise. Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Jack Reacher

 HALL  40 117 185 312 (4:00) Love Struck Café 
(2017) Sarah Jane Morris.

Over the Moon in Love (2019) Jessica Lowndes. A woman 
finds herself being featured in a magazine.

Country at Heart (2020) Jessy Schram. A country singer 
meets a songwriter in need of inspiration.

The Golden 
Girls

The Golden 
Girls

The Golden 
Girls

The Golden 
Girls

The Golden 
Girls

The Golden 
Girls

 SYFY  41 135 122 244 (3:30) ›‡ Hal-
loween

(:45) ›› Boo! A Madea Halloween (2016) Tyler Perry, Cassi Davis. Ma-
dea fends off ghosts, ghouls and zombies on Halloween.

››› Wrong Turn 2: Dead End (2007, Horror) Erica Leerh-
sen, Henry Rollins, Texas Battle.

›› Wrong Turn 4: Bloody Beginnings (2011, Horror) 
Sean Skene, Scott Johnson, Jennifer Pudavick.

›› Drive Angry (2011, Ac-
tion) Nicolas Cage.

 TBS  43 130 139 247 (3:30) MLB Baseball Division Series: Teams TBA. (N) MLB Baseball Division Series: Teams TBA. (N) (Live) Inside MLB Conan Seinfeld Seinfeld Conan

 TNT  44 131 138 245 (4:00) ›‡ 
Tammy

(:45) ›‡ Grown Ups (2010, Comedy) Adam Sandler, Kevin James. Five 
friends learn that age and maturity do not, necessarily, coincide.

›› Horrible Bosses 2 (2014, Comedy) Jason Bateman, Charlie Day. 
Nick, Dale and Kurt plot revenge on a thieving investor.

›‡ Identity Thief (2013, Comedy) Jason Bateman, Melissa McCarthy, Jon 
Favreau. A victim of identity theft fights back.

 AMC  45 - 131 254 (4:01) ››‡ Final Destina-
tion 2 (2003) Ali Larter.

›‡ Ghost Ship (2002, Horror) Julianna Margulies. Salvag-
ers are trapped aboard a haunted oceanliner.

››‡ Carrie (2013, Horror) Chloë Grace Moretz, Julianne 
Moore, Judy Greer.

(:15) ››‡ The Last House on the Left (2009) Tony Goldwyn. Parents 
take revenge on the strangers who harmed their daughter.

(:45) ››› 
Slither

 COM  47 - 107 249 The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Daily Show Tosh.0 South Park South Park

 FS1  48 64 150 219 To Be Announced To Be An-
nounced

Breaking The 
Huddle

Tua To Be Announced To Be An-
nounced

 WGN-A  53 - 239 307 Blue Bloods Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man NewsNation (N) (Live) NewsNation (N) (Live) NewsNation (N) (Live) NewsNation NewsNation
 WE  57 - 128 260 Law & Order “Deadlock” Law & Order Law & Order Law & Order Law & Order Law & Order “Church” Law & Order “Melting Pot” Law & Order
 FOOD  59 153 110 231 Chopped Chopped Chopped “Taco Time!” Chopped Chopped (N) Chopped “Soda Flop” Chopped Chopped
 BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Don’t--Tardy Don’t--Tardy Don’t--Tardy Don’t--Tardy Don’t--Tardy Don’t--Tardy Don’t--Tardy Don’t--Tardy Don’t--Tardy Don’t--Tardy Don’t--Tardy Don’t--Tardy Watch What Don’t--Tardy Don’t--Tardy Chat Room
 NICK  68 - 170 299 Loud House Loud House Casagran Loud House SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends
 DISN  69 30 172 290 Big City Big City Jessie Jessie Raven Raven Bunk’d Bunk’d Bunk’d Raven Raven Raven Sydney-Max Sydney-Max Jessie Jessie

 FREE  70 32 180 311 (4:00) ››‡ Ghostbusters II (1989, Com-
edy) Bill Murray, Dan Aykroyd.

››› Beetlejuice (1988) Michael Keaton. Two ghosts try to 
scare away their home’s new tenants.

››‡ Hotel Transylvania (2012, Children’s) Voices of Adam 
Sandler, Andy Samberg, Selena Gomez.

Kal Penn-
Message

The 700 Club ›››‡ Tim Burton’s Corpse 
Bride (2005)

 HBO  301 - 300 501 (3:20) Aqua-
man (2018)

(:45) The Third Day Helen surprises daugh-
ters with a trip.

(6:50) ››‡ Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows 
(2011, Action) Robert Downey Jr., Jude Law.

Siempre, Luis (2020) Luis A. Miranda Jr., 
Lin-Manuel Miranda. Premiere.

(:35) The Vow (:40) Lovecraft Country (:45) We Are 
Who We Are

 MAX  325 - 310 515 (4:36) ›› Curse of the Pink Panther 
(1983, Comedy) Ted Wass, David Niven.

(:27) ›› Son of the Pink Panther (1993) 
Roberto Benigni. Premiere.

›› The Pink Panther (2006, Comedy) 
Steve Martin, Kevin Kline.

(:35) ›‡ The Pink Panther 2 (2009) Steve 
Martin, Jean Reno. Premiere.

(:10) Warrior (12:05) ››‡ The Recruit 
(2003) Al Pacino.

 SHOW  351 - 318 545 (3:45) ›› 
The Raven

Our Cartoon 
President

(:15) ››‡ 21 Bridges (2019) Chadwick Boseman. An 
NYPD detective joins a manhunt for two cop killers.

Ray Donovan Ray helps a 
wealthy family.

Inside the NFL Highlights 
from the fourth week. (N)

The Good Lord Bird Young 
slave in 1856 is freed.

Inside the NFL Highlights 
from the fourth week.

The Comedy Store

 TMC  375 859 327 553 (4:30) ›› Gone (2012) 
Amanda Seyfried.

(:05) ›››‡ Chicago (2002) Catherine Zeta-Jones. Rival 
entertainers vie for the spotlight from behind bars.

Run This Town (2019, Suspense) Ben 
Platt, Mena Massoud, Nina Dobrev.

(:40) ››› A Most Violent Year (2014) Oscar Isaac. A man 
tries to maintain his integrity amid corruption.

(:45) ›› The Captive (2014, Suspense) 
Ryan Reynolds, Rosario Dawson.

M-Mediacom  A-Adamswells  D1-Dish  D2-DirecTV

TV & Entertainment Weekly  October 3 - 9, 2020 12   Tuesday prime time

Rocky seas lead to drifting ships
Dear Annie: My wife and I are drift-

ing apart. I’m a recovering alcoholic 
of four years. I put her through a lot 
when I was drinking. When I got sober, 
I put my recovery first. I went to a lot 
of meetings of Alcoholics Anonymous 
and put her second. Now, she is seeing 
someone else. 

I think at this point it’s only an emo-
tional affair, not a sexual one. But there 
have been times when she said she was 
going out with friends, and I know she 
went out with him. I’m not sure how I 
feel about it. I should be angry, and I’m 
not. But I don’t like it — it bothers me to 
no end. Communication in our relation-
ship is nonexistent. I’m not sure what to 
do. — Drifting

Dear Drifting: Let’s start with con-
gratulations on your recovery. Four 
years is something to be very proud of. 
It sounds like your wife still harbors 
resentment and pain from your drinking 
days. I might suggest that she attend Al-
Anon meetings to help her better under-
stand why you have to put your recovery 
first. My guess is that you know that if 
you didn’t, everything else in your life 
would fall apart, including your mar-
riage. 

The past is past, and it sounds like 
you have made amends. Communica-
tion is key in any marriage. It’s been so 
long that you and your wife might need 
to rebuild these communication chan-
nels to make this work. Take action and 
seek the help of a professional mar-
riage counselor. If your wife refuses to 
go, then you should go yourself. Some-
times, when people use alcohol to numb 
their feelings for years, they lose touch 
with them. It’s time to go to a therapist 
or counselor and rediscover how you do 
feel about things.

And keep going to meetings. As they 
say in AA, the program works if you 
work it.

Dear Annie: I’m a married woman 
who has been in a secret relationship for 
three years with a co-worker of mine. 
My boyfriend died by suicide last week, 
and my world has been turned upside-
down. I was the last person he texted, 
and he wanted me to come over. I told 
him I couldn’t. A couple of hours later, 

he was gone. I have 
been crying uncon-
trollably ever since, 
and no one under-
stands why.

He, too, was 
in a relationship, 
and I was led to 
believe she knew 
about us and was 
OK with  our 
relationship. My 
husband does not 
know. Because I’m 
the “other woman,” I had no say in any-
thing after his passing and wasn’t able 
to keep anything of his as a memory. 
My question is this: Would it be wrong 
to reach out to his family? They do not 
know about our relationship, and I won-
der if I should tell them. I also want a 
few belongings (just a T-shirt, if any-
thing!), but would it be wrong to ask? — 
Grieving “Girlfriend”

Dear Grieving Girlfriend: There is a 
lot to unpack in your letter. First, I am 
sorry that you lost your boyfriend to sui-
cide. It is truly a tragedy when someone 
takes their own life. As far as wanting 
to tell his family that he was having an 
affair with you, I might hold off for a 
while. They are grieving the loss of their 
son.

This might be a good time to get into 
therapy yourself. First, to understand 
why you felt the need to stay in your 
marriage, and then to process the trau-
ma of losing your boyfriend to suicide. 
Assuming you still want to stay married, 
you owe it to your husband to get into 
marriage counseling and to come clean 
with him and hope that you can rebuild 
your relationship based on trust and for-
giveness.

“Ask Me Anything: A Year of Advice 
From Dear Annie” is out now! Annie 
Lane’s debut book — featuring favorite 
columns on love, friendship, family and 
etiquette — is available as a paperback 
and e-book. Visit http://www.creator-
spublishing.com for more information. 
Send your questions for Annie Lane to 
dearannie@creators.com.

© 2020 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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What are you SHOPPING for?
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Plus!
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SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at 
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Notice
Notices

SELL IT IN the classifieds.

Contact 260-824-0224 or

www.news-banner.com and

click on classifieds.

ServiceS
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Insured. Marv
Schwartz: 260-525-8877.

JW & SON Construction re-
modeling. Best rates around
on bathroom remodels, floor-
ing, painting, concrete side-
walks. Small jobs welcome.
Free estimates. 260-273-6510.

employmeNt
Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton is ac-
cepting applications for a Full
Time Firefighter (Fire 1 & 2
cert. required and be age 21
but less than 36 at time of hire)
and Part Time Firefighters
(must be 21 or older). Both po-
sitions require a high school
diploma or equivalent and a
Driver's License. The City uti-
lizes E-Verify and follows
EEOC guidelines. Applications
may be obtained from the
Clerk-Treasurer's Office, 128
E. Market St, Bluffton, Mon-Fri
from 8a-5p or online at HY-
PERLINK "http://www.blufftoni
ndiana.net"
www.blufftonindiana.net. Appli-
cations due October 9th.

HIRING: 20/20 CUSTOM

Molded Plastics in Bluffton is
growing, and we are seeking
dependable, motivated individ-
uals who want to join our
team. - Earn $15-$17 per hour
to start - Comprehensive ben-
efits package - Work schedule
with week days off every week
- Employee-friendly environ-
ment - Opportunities to grow.
Apply online at 2020cmp.com
or search 20/20 Custom Mold-
ed Plastics at Indeed.com
(EAP2W)

LOOKING FOR DRIVERS for
local OTR and owner opera-
tors. Hiring immediately. Great
pay. Must have 2 years experi-
ence and clean MVR.
765-702-4260

SELL
YOUR

STUFF!
All Classified Line Ads 

automatically appear on the 
News-Banner website at 

NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE! 

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited 
to “For Sale” and “Automotive” 
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE 
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells 
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage 
Sale Guide!

Get a FREE 
GARAGE SALE KIT 

when you place your Garage 
Sale ad in The News-Banner for 
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum). Limited to 
one-item, private party only.

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each
———————

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services 
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s 

Most Popular Daily Marketplace!
20 Words, 
2-Month Special:    97

ATTENTION 
GRABBERS!

Add a photo or artwork to any 
ad! You can also add a headline 
or other attention-getters for 
less than you’d expect! Place 
your ad ON-LINE and explore 
the possibilities!

 $

 $

 $

 $

SELL
YOUR

WHEELS!

$

Now Seeking: Assistant Director of Nursing
Berne, IN

 Swiss Village, Inc.

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org , in-person, or send Resume to:
Taylor Lehman, Vice President of HR 

Swiss Village | 1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711 
or email:  www.careers@swissvillage.org 

EOE

The Assistant Director of Nursing at Swiss Village will be responsible for quality 
of care standards, providing support and direction to the nursing staff in 

meeting regulatory requirements, developing new programs, and providing 
orientation and training to the nursing staff.  This position is also responsible 

for data collection for quality measures and reporting. 

This position requires an active Indiana RN license and an ASN or BSN degree. 
Seeking candidates with flexible schedules and who will be available for 
on-call coverage. Must possess skills necessary to lead and direct staff in 

coordination with nursing leadership. Must also possess strong teamwork skills.

OCTOBER 6 - 6 p.m. - Nancy 
Confer, owner. 708 N. Metts St., 
Ossian. 1,008 SF ranch home 
featuring 3 bedrooms, 1 full bath-
room, and 2 car attached garage! 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 
260-724-7402, www.kjauction.com.
OCTOBER 10 - 10 a.m. - Oscar 
Lopez, seller. 4438 East 100 
North, Bluffton. Real estate 
includes a 1,975 SF, 4 bedroom/2 
bath farm home on 4 acres addi-
tional improvements include a two 
car detached garage and bank 
barn. Personal property includes: 
outstanding 1948 Chrysler Wind-
sor 4-door sedan, Bad Boy zero 
turn mower, John Deere Gator, 
small engine parts, tools, Oregon 
chain sharpener, household, mod-
ern furniture. Sale Manager: Bran-
don Steffen. Steffen Group, www.
steffengrp.com, 260-426-0633.
OCTOBER 13 - 6 p.m. - Hart 
Family Farm, seller. Montpe-
lier Civic Center, 339 S. Main St., 
Montpelier. Farm: 7326 N. 300 E., 
Montpelier. 90+/- acres, Blackford 
County, Harrison Township, Sec-
tion 6. Farm offered in 3 Tracts and 
in Combination. Tract 1: Approxi-
mately 24+/- acres w/approximate-
ly 18+/- acres tillable, 40’x60’ pole 
building. Tract 2: Approximately 
43.5+/- acres w/approximately 
39+/- acres tillable. Tract 3: 22.5+/- 
acres of wooded land (swing tract). 
Sale Managers: Brandon Steffen, 
260-710-5684 or Pat Carter, 260-
273-8294. Steffen Group, 260-426-
0633, www.steffengrp.com.
OCTOBER 15 - 6 p.m. - David 
Gruss, owner. 609 S. Main St., 
Bluffton. Charming 1.5 story home w/
character in woodwork and finishes, 
convenient location to downtown 
and businesses! Two bedrooms, 2 
baths, landscaped lot, large living 
room, beautiful enclosed back porch, 
partial basement, Duplex Potential, 
potential for 3rd bedroom, detached 
garage, concrete patio in back, off-
street parking. Perfect for “Empty 
Nester”. Built in window seat under 
large living room window. Open 
houses: Oct. 8, 5-7 p.m. Ellenberger 
Brothers, Inc. Auctioneers, 800-373-
6363, www.EllenbergerBros.com.
OCTOBER 15 - 6 p.m. - Becky 
Durnbaugh, owner. 2050 E 800 
N, Decatur. 1,344 SF home featur-
ing 3 bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms, 
and 2 car attached garage situated 
on 1 acre! Call to preview property! 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 
260-724-7402, www.kjauction.com.
OCTOBER 15, 9 a.m.-OCTOBER 
22, 6 p.m. (Soft Close) - ONLINE. 
2008 Toyota FJ Cruiser, pie safe, 
misc. tools, glassware, vintage chil-
dren’s toys, primitive tools, Victorian 
furniture, dressers, Werner ladders, 
vintage trunk, large antique display 
cases, more! Something for every-
one!! Preview: Oct. 16, 12-5, 5556 
E St. Rd. 124, Bluffton. Terms: Must 
register with credit card through 
ellenbergerbros.hibid.com. 10% Buy-
ers Premium and 7% Indiana Sales 
Tax. Pick Up of won items Oct. 24, 
9-5. Shipping available through More 
Than Mail, Bluffton. Ellenberger 
Brothers, Inc. Auctioneers, 800-373-
6363, www.EllenbergerBros.com.
OCTOBER 24 - 9 a.m. - Don & 
Carol Swygart, owners. 3414 E US 
Hwy. 224, Decatur. Two horse slant 
livestock trailer, Bobcat 450 skid 
steer, Massey Ferguson 35 tractor, 
implements, tools & shop equipment, 
outdoor lawn & garden, furniture, 
household items, primitives & more! 
Preview Oct. 23, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 
260-724-7402, www.kjauction.com.
OCTOBER 24 - 9 a.m. - Estate 
of Sally A. Lobsiger, seller. 210 
W. Central Street, Bluffton. 2,135 
SF, 3 bedroom, 1½ bath home on 
double lot, large two car garage. 
1994 Fleetside Chevrolet Silvera-
do Series 1500 pick-up, antique 
collection including fine glassware, 
Bluffton memorabilia, walnut glass 
door cabinet, Victor talk machine, 
Aladdin oil lamps, Spinet piano, 
unique primitives and collectibles, 
quilts, modern furniture, appli-
ances. Open houses: Oct. 12 and 
19 from 5-7 p.m. Sale Manager: 
Pat Carter, 260-273-8294. Steffen 
Group, www.steffengrp.com, 260-
426-0633.
OCTOBER 27 - 6 p.m. - Frank-
lin H. Frayer estate. Wells County 
4-H Community Center, 1240 4-H 
Park Rd., Bluffton. 188A agriculture 
& wooded recreational land. Tract 
1 and 2: 109A, Wells Co., Jackson 
Twp., Sec. 1. Tract 3: 79A, Blackford 
Co., Harrison Twp., Sec. 6. Offered 
in tracts or any combination. Tract 
1: 101A cropland, Sec. 1, Jackson 
Twp., Wells Co. Tract 2: 8A wooded/
recreational w/25’ deeded access. 
Tract 3: 79A cropland, Sec. 6, Har-
rison Twp., Blackford Co. Holloway 
Auction Co., Inc., 260-824-5060, 
www.HollowayAuction.com.
OCTOBER 31 - 10 a.m. - John & 
Patricia Culy, seller. 7319 East 
State Road 18, Montpelier. Gas 
tractor w/hyd. loader, zero turn & 
riding lawn mowers, 16’ tandem 
axle trailer, scooters, Craftsman 
10” radial arm saw, 10” band saw, 

& 6-hp. 33-gal. air compressor, gas 
generator, scaffolding, shop tools, 
antique oak curved glass china 
cabinet, antique restored Pony 
corn sheller, collectibles, house-
hold, assorted lumber & builder 
material & more! Preview: Oct. 30, 
noon-5 p.m. Sale manager: Pat 
Carter, 260.273.8294, Pat.Carter@
steffengrp.com. Steffen Group, 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
NOVEMBER 11, 8 a.m. EST-
NOVEMBER 12, 6 p.m. EST 
- Online - Greene HLS# RAJ-
12560, owner. Property location: 4 
miles west of Hwy. 3 and about 4 
miles north of Hwy. 26 or 3 miles 
south of Hwy. 18. Two tracts, 
89+/- total acres, Blackford Coun-
ty, Washington Township, quality 
farmland, mostly tillable. Tract 1: 
63+/- acres. Tract 2: 26+/- acres. 
Halderman Real Estate & Farm 
Management, 800-424-2324, www.
halderman.com, Rick Johnloz, 260-
827-8181.
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 S ure -F lo
 5” & 6” Continuous Gutters

 Leaf Protection Systems
 Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

 Stan Worthman

 260-622-4372
 www.seamlessgutter.net

 Seamless 
 Gutters

WAYNEWOOD BAR & GRILL
NOW OPEN FOR DINE IN

8421 Bluff ton Rd., Ft. Wayne • 747-0816
NEW HOURS: Mon. - Thur. 8am - 8pm • Fri. - Sat. 9am - 8pm

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE

And Every Other Friday

SWISS
METALS LLC

Ag Panel and Standing Seam 

260-251-4366
5316 S 500 W, Berne IN 46711

MANUFACTURER OF METAL 
ROOFING, SIDING & TRIM

Complete Line of Sliding Door Accessories 
Roofi ng Accessories • Roof Boot

Outside Closures • Flovent • EM Seal 
Clear Skylight • Clear Ridge

40 Year 
Warranty

20 Colors in Stock

 824-4887
 S T O R A G E

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

Wengerd & Sons Construction
Tax Rebate? 

Use It On A Fix 
Up - CALL US! Metal Roof & siding - Standing Seam - Remodel 

New Construction - Pole Barns - Garages

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

Come See Us for Your CBD Oil Needs

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

Free 5 inch gutters  with the purchase of complete new metal 
roof and  give 10% discount  on shingled roofs. (must mention 
ad!) True lifetime warranty on shingles 5 year workmanship  warranty only use 
CertainTeed shingles plus windows doors and siding, soffit , aluminum trim.

Call the Pro adam’s roofing 

260-582-1755

We Do Metal Roofs

(260) 622-6429
www.OssianApartments.com

Individuals of all ages encouraged to apply.

Country Squire

1 & 2
Bedrooms 

Private back patios with attached 
storage

Rent $490–$565 . *Subject to change. 
W/D Hook-up

Kitchen Appliances Included.
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Services

NEED HELP WITH Family 
Law? Can’t Afford a $5,000 Re-
tainer? www.familycourtdirect.
com/Family/Law - Low Cost 
Legal Services - Pay As You 
Go - As low as $750-$1,500 
- Get Legal Help Now! Call 
1-888-417-4602 Mon-Fri 7 am 
to 4 pm PCT (I)

SERIOUSLY INJURED IN an 
AUTO ACCIDENT? Let us fight 
for you! Our network has recov-
ered millions for clients! Call 
today for a FREE consultation! 
844-517-6414 (I)

Services

PEYTON'S NORTHERN DIS-

TRIBUTION now hiring 3rd
Shift Case Order Selector
$19.00+ an hour after training.
Great Benefit Package. Open
Interviews Tuesday-Friday,
10am - 330pm 1111 S. Adams
Street, Bluffton. Stability; never
a layoff. jobs.kroger.com

Help Wanted Help Wanted
STAFF ACCOUNTANT

OPENINGS. Bluffton, IN: CPA
firm is seeking full-time and
part-time staff accountants that
will work directly with the firm's
clients in a 20+ member firm
that is committed to excellence
and proactive service in a
changing environment. Quali-
fied full-time candidates will
have a bachelor's or associ-
ate's degree in accounting.
CPA or qualification to sit for
the CPA exam is a plus. Quali-
fied part-time candidates will
have prior experience in
preparing individual and small
business tax returns. All candi-
dates must have excellent
communication skills and be
self-motivated. Competitive
salary, excellent benefits and a
quality working environment.
Email cover letter and resume
to info@hrc-cpa.com (EAP2)



MATALCO - NOW hiring! Pri-
vately held and growing com-
pany now Hiring both Day and
Night Shift. Highly Competitive
pay and benefit packages. Im-
mediate openings for Mainte-
nance Technicians and
Production Operators. Please
send resume to Travis Stewart
at HYPERLINK "mailto:tstewa
rt@matalco.com"
tstewart@matalco.com. Apply
in person at 1390 S. Adams
Street, Bluffton, IN 46714 or
online at HYPERLINK "https://
matalco.com/careers.htm"
https://matalco.com/careers.ht
m (EAP2)

BLUFFTON POLICE DE-

PARTMENT Now Hiring! The
Bluffton Police Department is
accepting applications for the
position of police officer. Appli-
cant must be 21 years of age
by close of application date,
but less than 40; have a high
school diploma; two-year col-
lege degree or equivalent (60
hours), or three years of work
experience in police related
field or an ILEA Basic gradu-
ate or equivalent. Must provide
college transcripts. Applicant
must possess and maintain a
valid Indiana driver's license
and responsible work experi-
ence. Applicant must pass a
background investigation, writ-
ten test, physical agility test,
oral interview, voice stress ex-
amination, required statewide
baseline physical and psycho-
logical examination and drug
test. Applications may be
picked up at the Clerk-Trea-
surer's Office, 128 E Market
St, Bluffton, IN, between the
hours of 8 am-5 pm Mon-Fri.
or accessed online at
blufftonindiana.net. If you have
questions about the applica-
tion process, you may call the
Bluffton Police Department at
260-824-3320, Kyle Randall,
Chief of Police. Last day to ac-
cept applications will be
November 13, 2020.

DEPENDABLE, PART-TIME

HELP needed, basic computer
skills, retail experience a plus,
pay based on experience. Pick
up application at More Than
Mail, 2155 N. Main St.,
Bluffton.

For Sale
Miscellaneous

OVERSTOCK ICE CREAM!

Local concession trailer has an
overstock of ice cream. Call
260-827-8881 for available fla-
vors and prices.

Apartments for Rent
ALL UTILITIES PAID:

$145.00/week. $400.00/De-
posit. 219 E. Washington St. 2
BR, small upstairs. Off-street
parking. Service pets only.
260-353-3227

House Rentals
NICE, 2 BEDROOM home on
wooded lot, 1 1/2 car garage,
$800/mo., 528 W. Spring. Call
413-9665 or 820-0300.
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Lottery Numbers

SUDOKU ANSWER

Monday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 07-09-18-28-

33
Cash4Life — 01-03-35-

37-42, Cash Ball: 4
Quick Draw Midday — 

06-16-26-29-35-39-42-47-
52-57-58-61-63-67-68-69-
70-74-77-78, BE: 29

Daily Three-Midday — 
9-2-8, SB: 6

Daily Three-Evening — 
4-1-4, SB: 5

Daily Four-Midday — 
4-4-7-0, SB: 6

Daily Four-Evening — 
8-8-9-3, SB: 5

Quick Draw Evening 
— 01-10-13-15-23-25-29-
36-40-44-48-49-50-57-58-
59-60-62-78-79, BE: 48

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $3.9 million

MEga MiLLions
Estimated jackpot (for 

Tuesday):  $50 million
PowErbaLL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Wednesday): $52 million

360 N. Main St. Suite A • Bluffton, IN 46714
In the Dutch Mill Plaza 

260-353-1400
www.correctivechiroin.com

Monday  8 – 6  •  Wednesday  8 – 6  •  Thursday  9 – 5

DECOMPRESSION THERAPY is a 
safe, non-surgical therapy developed to 
relieve the pain associated with bulging, 
herniated, degenerative, discs, pinched 
nerves, and carpal tunnel syndrome.

KNOW YOUR OPTIONS
Non-Surgical Options.
A Non-Surgical, 
Highly Effective 
Solution for Disc 
Related Low Back, 
Sciatica & Neck Pain.

Dr. Josh BellDr. Josh Bell
CORRECTIVE CHIROPRACTIC

 SHIDELER
 CHIROPRACTIC CENTER

 753 North Main Street, Bluffton

 •Headaches •Low Back Pain
 •TMJ •Carpal Tunnel

 •Neck & Shoulder Pain
 •Numbness and Tingling  

Dr. Randy J. Shideler
 Palmer College Graduate

 FREE CONSULTATION
 Insurance Accepted, Visa, Master Card, Discover

 260-824-0318
 Immediate Appointments Available

Call Dr. Hott
260-824-2442

706 North Main Street • Bluff ton
Bluff tonDental.com

“Th e service was 
professional and I 
was very satisfi ed 
with the results!”

     - Satisfi ed Bluff ton Patient
RELEASE YOUR SMILE

All About HealthAll About Health
Q I’m worried about my husband -- he’s 

getting more and more grumpy and 
unhappy the longer this coronavirus mess 
goes on. What can I do to help? -- Ginger 
R., Cleveland

A That’s a major issue for many guys and 
one that the Cleveland Clinic, right in 

your backyard, has been looking at. Their 
National MENtion campaign (started origi-
nally because the docs noticed how hard it 
is for guys to talk about their physical and 
mental challenges) has turned its attention 
recently to how COVID-19 has affected 
men’s outlook on health and how they’re 
coping with all the changes in daily life.

An online survey of around 1,000 adult 
males found 77% say the pandemic has 
increased their stress level and 45% say their 
emotional/mental health has declined. In 
addition, half of the men have put off seeing a 
doctor over the past few months, while at the 
same time 40% say they’re struggling to stay 
healthy and 24% report weight gain.

The MENtion campaign suggests you can 
help your husband open up about how he is 
feeling -- and get the medical attention he may 
need -- with the following techniques.

-- Make it easier for your husband to see 
and talk with his doctor about health issues. 
Schedule virtual visits; ask the doctor for 
appointments outside of work hours; and find 
local health-screening opportunities such 
as the Clinics “express care online.” Check 
with your local medical centers to see what’s 
available.

-- Suggest talk therapy online. If it helped 
super-athlete Michael Phelps, it may be worth 
a try.

-- Encourage opening up by asking 
questions -- one at a time -- about how he’s 
feeling and what he’s thinking. As the Clinic’s 
Dr. Eric Klein, chairman of Cleveland Clinic’s 
Glickman Urological & Kidney Institute, says, 
“It’s time to get rid of the stigma that a man 
isn’t allowed to show weakness by admitting 
something might be wrong -- it could save his 
life.”

Q Why do you always hear that it is bet-
ter to eat protein than carbohydrates 

after you exercise? -- Geraldo F., Miami

A The advice about eating protein after 
you workout -- either doing aerobics or 

strength training -- focuses on maximizing 
muscle synthesis while it ignores basic sci-
ence about the virtues of healthy carbs post-
workout. 

Most folks want to help their body build 
muscle since increased muscle mass helps 
improve endurance, balance, and weight and 
glucose control, plus it helps you achieve a 
younger RealAge. Protein does that. However, 
eating unprocessed grains or other plant-based 
carbs after a prolonged workout (an hour or 
more) replenishes glycogen that your body 
uses for fuel and the carbs work with the 
proteins you eat to fire up muscle tissue repair. 
In short, it takes both carbs and protein to 
improve your overall muscle tone and health.

So when and what should you eat -- and 
drink? Experts advise eating carbs within 15 
minutes to two hours of stopping your routine. 
Mango, watermelon and blueberries are 
particularly good glycogen-replenishing carbs, 
and their vitamin C aids in repair of muscle 
tissue. For effective muscle building, protein 
can be consumed within four hours after 
stopping your workout. Make sure it’s lean, 
quality protein from low-mercury, non-fried 
fish and plants. You also want to rehydrate 
effectively. The American Council on Exercise 
suggests drinking 17 to 20 ounces of fluid 
two to three hours before exercising and eight 
ounces before you get started. Then don’t get 
thirsty while exercising and have eight ounces 
of water 30 minutes after exercise. 

Our basic post-workout nutrition plan 
includes foods that combine quality proteins 
and carbs: Try peanut butter on whole grain 
crackers or black beans with brown rice. 
Enjoy smoothies made with fruit and dark 
leafy greens, yogurt and pulpy fruit juices. 
And remember to avoid bars, foods and drinks 
loaded with added sugars -- they never do 
folks who’ve done moderate exercise (with 
occasional bouts of high intensity) any favors.

By Michael Roizen, M.D.
and Mehmet Oz, M.D.

* * *
Mehmet Oz, M.D. is host of “The Dr. Oz Show,” and Mike Roi-

zen, M.D. is Chief Wellness Officer and Chair of Wellness Institute at 
Cleveland Clinic. Email your health and wellness questions to Dr. Oz 
and Dr. Roizen at youdocsdaily(at sign)sharecare.com.

(c) 2017 Michael Roizen, M.D. and Mehmet Oz, M.D.
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Helping men open up about their health struggles

WELLS COUNTY 4-H Associ-
ation hiring. The Wells County
4-H Association is accepting
applications for both the Mark-
teting Director and Caretaker
positions. You can find the job
descriptions and the applica-
tion at
www.extension.purdue.edu/
wells, or you can stop by the
Purdue Extension Office to
pick up an application at 1240
4-H Park Road, Bluffton,IN.
For more information, please
call 260-820-0461.

Help Wanted

CONTINENTAL STRUC-

TURAL PLASTICS, a Tiejin
Group Company, hiring now.
Apply in Person: Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.,
1890 Riverfork Dr., Hunting-
ton, IN 46750. Email Resume:
hun_hr@cspplastics.com. Ap-
ply On-line: cspplastics.com.
Hiring Job Fair: Thurs., Oct. 8,
11 a.m.-3 p.m. On-site Inter-
views. Starting Rate $14 + Full
Benefits. Promotion From
Within. EOE (EAP2)

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

HELOISE HINT: When looking 
for a job during the pandemic. 
Make sure your online pres-
ence is contemporary and up 
to date. Be active online daily. 
Connect with as many people 
as you can. Write to Heloise, 
P.O. Box 795001, San Antonio, 
TX 78279-5001.

Sporting Goods
GUN AND KNIFE Show! Oc-
tober 10 and 11. Delaware 
County Fairgrounds. Muncie, 
Indiana. Saturday 9 - 5, Sun-
day 9 - 3. For more information 
call 765-993-8942. Admission 
$5. (I)

reNtalS

Donation for scholarships
Clean Fuels was a platinum sponsor for this year’s scholarship golf outing for the local 
Elks Lodge 796. More than $10,000 was raised during the event Sept. 12 at Timber 
Ridge Golf Course in Bluffton, which allows for numerous $1,000 scholarships to be 
awarded. Pictured are, from left, Rowdy Yates of the lodge and Cassandra Crickard 
and Jon Baumgartner of Clean Fuels. (Photo submitted)



Page 12 • The News-Banner • TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2020

SMALL BUSINESSSMALL BUSINESSSMALL BUSINESSSMALL BUSINESSSMALL BUSINESSSMALL BUSINESS
Spotlight

Thanks for voting me #1 Travel Agency! 
Let me help you plan your next adventure!

Specializing in:
•	Theme	Parks
•	Cruise	Lines
•	All	Inclusive	

Resorts

SPOTLIGHT
Put your 
business

in the

Call 824-0224

LIN’S LOCK &
 KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - 
COMMERCIAL

•Locks •Safes •Door Closers
•Padlocks •Mobile Service

•Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors,
Openers, Springs, Cables,

Radio Controls
1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton

Lin Harrold, CML •  (260)824-3533
Cell 827-7632

CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

Commercial - Business 
Home - Industrial

Electronic Locks - Keypads 
Safes • Handicap openers 

Camera Surveillance

LIN’S LOCK &
KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - 
COMMERCIAL

•Locks •Safes •Door Closers
•Padlocks •Mobile Service

•Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors,
Openers, Springs, Cables,

 Radio Controls
 1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton

 Lin Harrold, CML •  (260)824-3533
 Cell  827-7632

 CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

O�er ends 1/31/21.

2-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE

“All o�ers require credit quali�cation, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. 
Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit quali�cation.

190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

FREE

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 
Duo DVR ($5 discount for 24 months) or Wally/211

SMART 
HD DVR 

INCLUDED

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 

INCLUDED

FREE
STREAMING 

ON ALL 
YOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICES

FREE
VOICE 

REMOTE

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 
internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. 

Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature.

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 

1-855-551-8162

deputy dispatched to check, 
but did not see anyone 
matching the description.

Sunday, 6:22 p.m., 
Ossian Deli, 404 N. Jef-
ferson St. Officer pulled 
over a vehicle for having a 
license plate that belonged 
to another vehicle and cited 
into Wells Superior Court 
Aung Htun Oo, age not list-
ed, Fort Wayne, for driving 
without vehicle insurance, 
a Class A misdemeanor, 
and false and/or fictitious 
license plate, a Class C 
infraction.

ACCIDENTS
City:
Sunday, 4:47 p.m., 58 

Capri Court. Frankie L. 
Earhart, 50, Bluffton, was 
pulling a 1994 GMC Rally 
Wagon van into a parking 
space when she clipped a 
parked 2006 Mazda 6 regis-
tered to Perlina K. Kramer, 
Bluffton. Damage was esti-
mated at less than $1,000.

Monday, 6:45 a.m., Ind. 
124 east of Elm Grove 
Road. Timothy J. Ramsery, 
64, rural Decatur, hit a deer 
with his 2014 Kia Forte. 
Damage to the vehicle 
exceeded $1,000.

County:
Saturday, 12:46 p.m.,  

Hoosier Highway near the 
intersection of 500S/100W. 
Joshua Billman, 30, Key-
stone, was driving south-
west on Hoosier Highway 
approaching the intersec-
tion when the 1997 Chev-
rolet Blazer he was driving 
swerved off the left side 
of the road, then shot back 
across to the right side of 
the road, exited the road, 
hit the ditch and rolled over 
several times ejecting Bill-
man and his front seat pas-
senger, Ashley Giordono, 
28, Keystone. Two other 
passengers in the vehicle, 

Ehlias Girodano, 6, Key-
stone, and Aryellah Bill-
man, 3, remained inside 
the vehicle. Joshua Billman 
suffered a pelvic fracture, 
a dislocated shoulder and 
broken left arm. Ashley 
Giordano suffered two col-
lapsed lungs, a fracture to 
her right femur, and head 
trauma. The two children 
suffered minor injuries. All 
were transported by Wells 
County EMS to Lutheran 
Hospital in Fort Wayne. 
The vehicle sustained 
heavy damage. In addi-
tion to Wells County EMS 
Bluffton Fire Rescue and 
Liberty Township Fire Res-
cue were dispatched to the 
scene.

Sunday, 3:20 a.m., 100N 
west of 300W. Chelly 
E. Neuenschwander, 29, 
Bluffton, hit a deer with 
her 2014 Chevrolet Cruze. 
Damage to the car exceed-
ed $2,500.

FIRES
Friday, 8:02 p.m., Pey-

ton’s Northern, 1111 S. 
Adams St. Fire alarm. 
Bluffton Fire Department 
dispatched. A sprinkler 
head was broken, triggering 
the alarm.

Saturday, 1:11 p.m., 
700S west of Merid-
ian Road. Report of a grass 
fire. Poneto and Chester 
Township fire department 
dispatched. Employee for 
Norfolk Southern reported 
that sparks from a “rail-
grinder” were causing the 
fires and a company truck 
was following the railgrind-
er to put out the small fires.

Sunday, 12:07 p.m., 
Brent Ivins residence, 65 
Hi Lo Drive. Fire on the 
stove that could possibly 
be spreading. Bluffton Fire 
Department dispatched 
along with Ossian Fire 
Department and Liberty 

Township Fire Department 
for mutual aid. Homeowner 
extinguished the fire before 
firefighters arrived.

Sunday, 2:30 p.m., Utz 
Quality Foods, 1955 W. 
Lancaster St. Fire alarm. 
Bluffton Fire Department 
dispatched. No fire. A bug 
bomb set off in the office 
triggered the alarm.

Sunday, 2:58 p.m. and 
3:50 p.m., Alexin, 1390 S. 
Adams St. Smoke alarm 
both times. Bluffton Fire 
Department dispatched. No 
fire. Alarm malfunctioned 
twice.

Sunday, 6:23 p.m., Rob-
ert and Charlotte Milton 
residence, 1559 Wexford 
Court. Smell of natural gas. 
Bluffton Fire Department 
dispatched. The source 
of the smell was traced to 
the meter feeding into the 
home. Gas turned off and 
Northern Indiana Public 
Service Company contact-
ed to make repairs.

Monday, 9:35 a.m., 
woods on Ind. 116 north-
west of Murray. Man used 
his cellphone to call 911 
to report he was up in a 
deer tree stand when he 
started feeling dizzy and 
light-headed. Markle Fire 
Department first respond-
ers, sheriff’s deputies and 
Wells County EMS dis-
patched.

TICKETS
Lauren D. Michael, 17, 

Bluffton; unlawful posses-
sion of tobacco by a minor, 
Main Street at Washington 
Street.

Stephanie A. Pierce, 
41, Ossian; disregarding 
a lighted signal, Dustman 
Road at Main Street.

Treyten J. Johnson, 24, 
Bluffton; seat belt viola-
tion, Market Street at Mar-
ion Street.

(Continued from Page 3)

Police Notebook

Officer receives
Currently the reports and 

records are stored in the evi-
dence room at the police 
department. Because the 
evidence room has restricted 
access, if someone requests 
a paper document from the 
past, only two officers are 
permitted to enter the room.

“This will allow us to 
organize our evidence room 
much better and make it into 
what it was truly meant to be 
— an evidence room,” Chief 
Dave Rigney said.

The remodeled offices 
will provide separate storage 
space for the reports. Cur-
rently Tucker is in the process 
of moving reports from card-
board banker boxes to plastic 
banker boxes so that they will 
store easier.

Part-time and reserve offi-
cers have been moved to a 
common cubicle in the old 
offices to free up more stor-
age space. The department 
also plans to add a gun locker.

The department has 
received permission from 
the Ossian Town Council to 
remodel the former meeting 
space of the Ossian Town 

Hall into two offices and a 
reception area. Construc-
tion is anticipated to start in 
November.

In other business, the 
board members:

• Learned from Rigney 
that between Aug. 16 and 
Sept. 15, the department used 
$770.31 in gasoline, which is 
still within the monthly fuel 
expense of $732.62.

• Learned from Rigney 
that the department officers 
logged 31 hours of overtime 
between Aug. 9 and Sept. 
5. This is one of the lowest 
that the department has had 
for the year, Rigney added. 
The officer logging the most 
overtime was Tucker at 24.25 
hours. Rigney had 4.75 hours 
of overtime and Officer Brian 
McClish had two hours of 
overtime.

• Learned from Rigney 
that the department is through 
eight sections of department 
policy updates and has two 
remaining to review. Once 
the department’s review is 
finished, it will be available 
for the commissioners to 
review and then adopt.

• Learned from Tucker 

she received a $100 stipend 
for addressing the Ossian 
First Presbyterian Church 
about domestic violence. She 
will use it to start a resource 
library.

Tucker also invited the 
board members to attend 
Coffee With a Cop at 10 
a.m. Wednesday at Crimson 
House Café in Ossian.

glenw@news-banner.com

Ossian Police Sgt. Stephanie Tucker accepts a pink commen-
dation bar from Ossian Police Chief Dave Rigney for her role 
in the investigation of the death of toddler Kamryn Price of 
Ossian in January of 2019. (Photo by Glen Werling)

(Continued from Page 1)

Wells Court Docket
Wells Superior Court

Criminal Cases
Steven Ray Jessie Jr., 38, 

Fort Wayne, pleaded guilty 
to driving while suspended 
with a prior conviction for 
the same offense, a Class A 
misdemeanor.

Sentenced to a year in the 
Wells County Jail, all sus-
pended, and placed on pro-
bation for one year.

Ordered to pay $525.50 
in costs and fees, complete 
a driver awareness course 
and obtain a valid driver’s 
license.

As part of a plea agree-
ment, one count of driving a 
vehicle without insurance, a 
Class A infraction, was dis-
missed.

An Ossian police officer 
checked on a disabled Toyo-
ta 4Runner at Jefferson and 
Mill streets in Ossian and 
discovered the driver, Jes-
sie, had a suspended driver’s 
license and a prior convic-
tion for the offense Nov. 29, 
2018.

———
Haley Lynn Chaney, 29, 

Bluffton, pleaded guilty to 
theft, a Class A misdemean-
or.

Sentenced to a year in the 

Wells County Jail, all sus-
pended, and placed on pro-
bation for one year.

Ordered to report to a 
mental health counselor and 
pay $525.50 in costs and 
fees.

As part of a plea agree-
ment, 12 other counts of 
theft were dismissed.

On July 26, Bluffton 
police received a report 
from a Bluffton Walmart 
Supercenter Asset Protec-
tion employee that Chaney 
had left the store with a bot-
tle of Tito’s vodka that she 
had stuffed into her purse.

During the course of the 
investigation, the asset pro-
tection employee reported 
that Chaney — whom he at 
first could not identify — 
had been stealing items from 
the store by skip-scanning 
the items at the self-check-
out aisle for the past month.

A review of surveillance 
video in the store reportedly 
showed that Chaney had 
skip-scanned multiple items 
June 2, 3, 9, 19, 30, July 3, 
8, 10, 12, 18, 24 and 25. 

The items allegedly skip-
scanned totaled $405.04 in 
value.

———

Preliminary plea of not 
guilty entered for Paul 
Joseph Gabbard, 34, Syra-
cuse, charged with posses-
sion of methamphetamine, 
a Level 6 felony; possession 
of marijuana, a Class B mis-
demeanor, operating a vehi-
cle while intoxicated endan-
gering a person, a Class A 
misdemeanor; operating a 
vehicle with a Schedule I 
or II controlled substance or 
its metabolite in his body, a 
Class C misdemeanor; and 
possession of drug para-
phernalia, a Class C mis-
demeanor. Bond continued 
at $8,500. Sprunger and 
Sprunger appointed public 
defender. Driver’s license 
suspended immediately.

The report on Gabbard’s 
arrest is featured in today’s 
Police Notebook.

———
Cynthia M. Zootman, 18, 

Bluffton, pleaded guilty to 
possession of marijuana, a 
Class B misdemeanor, and 
operating a vehicle with a 
Schedule I or II controlled 
substance or its metabolite 
in her body, a Class C mis-
demeanor.

Sentenced to 180 days 
in the Wells County Jail on 

the Class A misdemeanor 
charge and 60 days in the 
Wells County Jail on the 
Class C misdemeanor. The 
terms of the sentences are to 
be served concurrently and 
all but six days of each were 
suspended. She was credited 
for six days spent in con-
finement awaiting disposi-
tion of her case.

Placed on probation for 
359 days.

Ordered to serve 80 days 
on home detention, report to 
a substance abuse program,  
pay all costs associated 
with her blood test and pay 
$725.50 in costs and fees.

Driver’s license suspend-
ed for 30 days.

Charges of possession of 
drug paraphernalia, a Class 
C misdemeanor; operating a 
motor vehicle without head-
lights, a Class C infraction; 
and unlawful possession of 
tobacco, a Class C infrac-
tion, all dismissed.

Details of Zootman’s 
arrest are included in today’s 
Police Notebook.

———
Preliminary plea of not 

guilty entered for Jill Ann 
Bowman, 51, Montpelier, 
charged with operating a 

vehicle with an alcohol 
concentration equivalency 
of .15 or more, a Class A 
misdemeanor; operating a 
vehicle while intoxicated, a 
Class C misdemeanor; and 
open alcoholic beverage 
container violation, a Class 
C infraction.  Larry Mock 
appointed public defender.

Details of Bowman’s 
arrest are featured in today’s 
Police Notebook.

———
Rafael Vasquez, 22, 

Ossian, pleaded guilty to 
reckless driving, a Class B 
misdemeanor.

Sentenced to 180 days 
in the Wells County Jail, all 
suspended, and placed on 
probation for one year.

Ordered to pay restitution 
in an amount to be deter-
mined, and $525.50 in costs 
and fees.

Vasquez was westbound 
on 700N approaching Ind. 
1 Aug. 23 when he lost con-
trol of the car he was driv-
ing, drove off the road and 
the car rolled onto its top in 
a soybean field.

Vasquez reportedly told 
the sheriff’s deputy inves-
tigating the crash he was 
driving 107 mph because he 
was excited over the news 
that his pastor had approved 
marrying Vasquez, and his 
girlfriend.

Infractions
Fine of $14.50 and court 

costs of $135.50 entered 
against Paul Leonard Nico-
demus, 31, Marion, charged 
with driving while suspend-
ed, a Class A infraction, and 
speeding, a Class C infrac-
tion.

Clint Lewis, 36, Ossian; 
dog running at large, 100 
block of West Craig Street.

Civil Cases
Writ  of  possess ion 

entered for Wells County 
Partners, doing business as 
Silo Farms mobile home 
park, against tenants Jani 
Biggs and Jason Stankie-
wicz.

Wri t  of  possess ion 
entered for Bluffton Woods 
mobile home park against 
tenant Danielle Vebert.

Buy-Sell-Estate and Collection Appraisal
Strong Buyers of Old Coins, Silver Coins & Scrap Gold Jewelry

Solly’s Coins
• US Coins 

• Gold Coins 
• Silver Bullion 

• Proof & Mint Sets 
• Coin Supplies 

(Albums & Folders)

(260)747-0500 
NOW in Broadview Plaza Across the 

Street From Our Old Location!
6110 Bluffton Rd., Waynedale, Fort Wayne, IN 

Jim Sollberger, Owner 
sollycoins@comcast.net 

www.sollyscoins.com
Hours: T-F - 10-5  |  SAT - 10-2  |  or by Appointment


